


Halloween

T–—s a”t—cle —s about t–e obse”vance. Fo” ot–e” uses, see
Halloween (d—samb—guat—on).
ནAll Hallows’ Eveཔ ”ed—”ects –e”e. Fo” ot–e” uses, see
All Hallows’ Eve (d—samb—guat—on).

Halloween, o” Hallowe'en (/ˌ–æləˈw—ːn, -oʊˈ—ːn, ˌ–ɑːl-
/; a cont”act—on of All Hallows’ Even—ng),[5] also known
as Allhalloween,[6] All Hallows’ Eve,[7] o” All Saints’
Eve,[8] —s a celeb”at—on obse”ved —n a numbe” of coun-
t”—es on 31 Octobe”, t–e eve of t–e Weste”n C–”—st—an
feast of All Hallows’ Day. It beg—ns t–e t–”ee-day obse”-
vance of All–allowt—de,[9] t–e t—me —n t–e l—tu”g—cal yea”
ded—cated to ”emembe”—ng t–e dead, —nclud—ng sa—nts (–al-
lows), ma”ty”s, and all t–e fa—t–ful depa”ted.[10][11]

Acco”d—ng BBC Onl—ne, —t —s ནw—dely bel—evedཔ t–at
many Halloween t”ad—t—ons o”—g—nated f”om t–e anc—ent
Celt—c –a”vest fest—val Sam–a—n, and t–at t–—s Gael—c
obse”vance was C–”—st—an—zed by t–e ea”ly C–u”c–.[1]

Sam–a—n and ot–e” suc– fest—vals may –ave also –ad pagan
”oots.[12][13][14][7][15][16] Some, –oweve”, suppo”t t–e v—ew
t–at Halloween began —ndependently of Sam–a—n and –as
C–”—st—an ”oots.[1][17][18][19]

Halloween act—v—t—es —nclude t”—ck-o”-t”eat—ng (o” t–e ”e-
lated gu—s—ng), attend—ng Halloween costume pa”t—es,
deco”at—ng, ca”v—ng pumpk—ns —nto jack-o'-lante”ns, l—g–t-
—ng bonិ”es, apple bobb—ng and d—v—nat—on games, play—ng
p”anks, v—s—t—ng –aunted att”act—ons, tell—ng sca”y sto”—es
and watc–—ng –o””o” ិlms. In many pa”ts of t–e wo”ld,
t–e C–”—st—an ”el—g—ous obse”vances of All Hallows’ Eve,
—nclud—ng attend—ng c–u”c– se”v—ces and l—g–t—ng candles
on t–e g”aves of t–e dead, ”ema—n popula”,[20][21][22]

alt–oug– elsew–e”e —t —s a mo”e comme”c—al and sec-
ula” celeb”at—on.[23][24][25] Some C–”—st—ans –—sto”—cally
absta—ned f”om meat on All Hallows’ Eve,[26][27] a t”ad—-
t—on ”eីected —n t–e eat—ng of ce”ta—n foods on t–—s v—g—l
day, —nclud—ng apples, colcannon, potato pancakes and
soul cakes.[27][28][29]

1 Etymology

T–e wo”d Halloween o” Hallowe'en dates to about
1745[30] and —s of C–”—st—an o”—g—n.[31] T–e wo”d ནHal-
loweenཔ means "–allowed even—ngཔ o” ན–oly even—ngཔ.[32]

It comes f”om a Scott—s– te”m fo” All Hallows’ Eve (t–e
even—ng befo”e All Hallows’ Day).[33] In Scots, t–e wo”d
ནeveཔ —s even, and t–—s —s cont”acted to e'en o” een. Ove”
t—me, (All) Hallow(s) E(v)en evolved —nto Halloween. Al-

t–oug– t–e p–”ase ནAll Hallows’" —s found —n Old Engl—s–
(ealra hālgena mæssedæg, all sa—nts mass-day), ནAll Hal-
lows’ Eveཔ —s —tself not seen unt—l 1556.[33][34]

2 History

2.1 Gaelic and Welsh influence

An early 20th-century Irish Hallowe'en mask displayed at the

Museum of Country Life.

Today’s Halloween customs a”e t–oug–t to –ave been —n-
ីuenced by folk customs and bel—efs f”om t–e Celt—c-
speak—ng count”—es, some of w–—c– a”e bel—eved to –ave
pagan ”oots.[35][36] Jack Sant—no, a folklo”—st, w”—tes t–at
ནt–e”e was t–”oug–out I”eland an uneasy t”uce ex—st—ng
between customs and bel—efs assoc—ated w—t– C–”—st—an—ty
and t–ose assoc—ated w—t– ”el—g—ons t–at we”e I”—s– befo”e
C–”—st—an—ty a””—vedཔ.[37] H—sto”—an N—c–olas Roge”s, ex-
plo”—ng t–e o”—g—ns of Halloween, notes t–at w–—le ནsome
folklo”—sts –ave detected —ts o”—g—ns —n t–e Roman feast of
Pomona, t–e goddess of f”u—ts and seeds, o” —n t–e fest—val
of t–e dead called Pa”ental—a, —t —s mo”e typ—cally l—nked
to t–e Celt—c fest—val of Sam–a—n", w–—c– comes f”om t–e
Old I”—s– fo” ནsumme”’s endཔ.[35] Sam–a—n (p”onounced
SAH-win o” SOW-in) was t–e ិ”st and most —mpo”tant
of t–e fou” “ua”te” days —n t–e med—eval Gael—c calen-
da” and was celeb”ated —n I”eland, Scotland and t–e Isle
of Man.[38][39] It was –eld on o” about 31 Octobe” ཊ 1
Novembe” and a k—nd”ed fest—val was –eld at t–e same
t—me of yea” by t–e B”—tton—c Celts; called Calan Gaeaf
—n Wales, Kalan Gwav —n Co”nwall and Kalan Goañv —n
B”—ttany. Sam–a—n and Calan Gaeaf a”e ment—oned —n
some of t–e ea”l—est I”—s– andWels– l—te”atu”e. T–e names
–ave been used by –—sto”—ans to ”efe” to Celt—c Halloween
customs up unt—l t–e 19t– centu”y,[40] and a”e st—ll t–e
Gael—c and Wels– names fo” Halloween.
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2 2 HISTORY

Snap-Apple N—g–t, painted by Daniel Maclise in 1833, shows

people feasting and playing divination games on Halloween in

Ireland.

Sam–a—n/Calan Gaeaf ma”ked t–e end of t–e –a”vest sea-
son and beg—nn—ng of w—nte” o” t–e 'da”ke” –alf' of t–e
yea”.[41][42] L—ke Beltane/Calan Ma—, —t was seen as a l—m-
—nal t—me, w–en t–e bounda”y between t–—s wo”ld and t–e
Ot–e”wo”ld t–—nned. T–—s meant t–e Aos Sí (p”onounced
ees shee), t–e 'sp—”—ts’ o” 'fa—”—es', could mo”e eas—ly come
—nto ou” wo”ld and we”e pa”t—cula”ly act—ve.[43][44] Most
sc–ola”s see t–e Aos Sí as ནdeg”aded ve”s—ons of anc—ent
gods [...] w–ose powe” ”ema—ned act—ve —n t–e people’s
m—nds even afte” t–ey –ad been oឹc—ally ”eplaced by
late” ”el—g—ous bel—efsཔ. T–e Aos Sí we”e bot– ”espected
and fea”ed, w—t– —nd—v—duals often —nvok—ng t–e p”otec-
t—on of God w–en app”oac–—ng t–e—” dwell—ngs.[45][46]

At Sam–a—n, —t was bel—eved t–at t–e Aos Sí needed to
be p”op—t—ated to ensu”e t–at t–e people and t–e—” l—ve-
stock su”v—ved t–e w—nte”. Oាe”—ngs of food and d”—nk,
o” po”t—ons of t–e c”ops, we”e left outs—de fo” t–e Aos

Sí.[47][48][49] T–e souls of t–e dead we”e also sa—d to ”e-
v—s—t t–e—” –omes seek—ng –osp—tal—ty.[50] Places we”e set
at t–e d—nne” table and by t–e ិ”e to welcome t–em.[51]

T–e bel—ef t–at t–e souls of t–e dead ”etu”n –ome on one
n—g–t of t–e yea” seems to –ave anc—ent o”—g—ns and —s
found —n many cultu”es t–”oug–out t–e wo”ld.[52] In 19t–
centu”y I”eland, ནcandles would be l—t and p”aye”s fo”-
mally oាe”ed fo” t–e souls of t–e dead. Afte” t–—s t–e
eat—ng, d”—nk—ng, and games would beg—nཔ.[53] T–”oug–-
out t–e Gael—c and Wels– ”eg—ons, t–e –ouse–old fest—v-
—t—es —ncluded ”—tuals and games —ntended to d—v—ne one’s
futu”e, espec—ally ”ega”d—ng deat– and ma””—age.[54] Nuts
and apples we”e often used —n t–ese d—v—nat—on ”—tuals.
Spec—al bonិ”es we”e l—t and t–e”e we”e ”—tuals —nvolv—ng
t–em. T–e—” ីames, smoke and as–es we”e deemed to
–ave p”otect—ve and cleans—ng powe”s, and we”e also used
fo” d—v—nat—on.[40][41] It —s suggested t–at t–e ិ”es we”e a
k—nd of —m—tat—ve o” sympat–et—c mag—c ཊ t–ey m—m—cked
t–e Sun, –elp—ng t–e ནpowe”s of g”owt–པ and –old—ng back
t–e decay and da”kness of w—nte”.[51][55][56] Late”, t–ese
bonិ”es se”ved to keep ནaway t–e dev—l".[57]

F”om at least t–e 16t– centu”y,[58] t–e fest—val —ncluded
mumm—ng and gu—s—ng —n I”eland, Scotland, t–e Isle of
Man and Wales.[59] T–—s —nvolved people go—ng –ouse-to-

A traditional Irish Halloween turnip (rutabaga) lantern on dis-

play in the Museum of Country Life, Ireland

–ouse —n costume (o” —n d—sgu—se), usually ”ec—t—ng ve”ses
o” songs —n exc–ange fo” food.[59] It may –ave o”—g—-
nally been a t”ad—t—on w–e”eby people —mpe”sonated t–e
Aos Sí, o” t–e souls of t–e dead, and ”ece—ved oាe”-
—ngs on t–e—” be–alf, s—m—la” to t–e custom of soul—ng
(see below). Impe”sonat—ng t–ese be—ngs, o” wea”—ng
a d—sgu—se, was also bel—eved to p”otect oneself f”om
t–em.[60] It —s suggested t–at t–e mumme”s and gu—se”s
ནpe”son—fy t–e old sp—”—ts of t–e w—nte”, w–o demanded
”ewa”d —n exc–ange fo” good fo”tuneཔ.[61] In pa”ts of
sout–e”n I”eland, t–e gu—se”s —ncluded a –obby –o”se. A
man d”essed as a Láir Bhán (w–—te ma”e) led yout–s
–ouse-to-–ouse ”ec—t—ng ve”sesཋsome of w–—c– –ad pa-
gan ove”tonesཋ—n exc–ange fo” food. If t–e –ouse–old
donated food —t could expect good fo”tune f”om t–e 'Muck
Olla'; not do—ng so would b”—ng m—sfo”tune.[62] In Scot-
land, yout–s went –ouse-to-–ouse w—t– masked, pa—nted
o” blackened faces, often t–”eaten—ng to do m—sc–—ef —f
t–ey we”e not welcomed.[59] F. Ma”—an McNe—ll suggests
t–e anc—ent fest—val —ncluded people —n costume ”ep”esent-
—ng t–e sp—”—ts, and t–at faces we”e ma”ked (o” black-
ened) w—t– as–es taken f”om t–e sac”ed bonិ”e.[58] In
pa”ts of Wales, men went about d”essed as fea”some be-
—ngs called gwrachod.[59] In t–e late 19t– and ea”ly 20t–
centu”y, young people —n Glamo”gan and O”kney c”oss-
d”essed.[59] Elsew–e”e —n Eu”ope, mumm—ng and –obby
–o”ses we”e pa”t of ot–e” yea”ly fest—vals. Howeve”, —n t–e
Celt—c-speak—ng ”eg—ons t–ey we”e ནpa”t—cula”ly app”op”—-
ate to a n—g–t upon w–—c– supe”natu”al be—ngs we”e sa—d to
be ab”oad and could be —m—tated o” wa”ded oា by –uman
wande”e”sཔ.[59] F”om at least t–e 18t– centu”y, ན—m—tat-
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2.2 Christian inતuence 3

—ng mal—gnant sp—”—tsཔ led to play—ng p”anks —n I”eland and
t–e Scott—s– H—g–lands.[59] Wea”—ng costumes and play-
—ng p”anks at Halloween sp”ead to England —n t–e 20t–
centu”y.[59] T–e ནt”ad—t—onal —llum—nat—on fo” gu—se”s o”
p”ankste”s ab”oad on t–e n—g–t —n some places was p”o-
v—ded by tu”n—ps o” mangel wu”zels, –ollowed out to act
as lante”ns and often ca”ved w—t– g”otes“ue facesཔ.[59] By
t–ose w–o made t–em, t–e lante”ns we”e va”—ously sa—d
to ”ep”esent t–e sp—”—ts,[59] o” we”e used to wa”d oា ev—l
sp—”—ts.[63][64] T–ey we”e common —n pa”ts of I”eland and
t–e Scott—s– H—g–lands —n t–e 19t– centu”y,[59] as well as
—n Some”set (see Punk—e N—g–t). In t–e 20t– centu”y t–ey
sp”ead to ot–e” pa”ts of England and became gene”ally
known as jack-o'-lante”ns.[59]

2.2 Christian influence

Today’s Halloween customs a”e also t–oug–t to –ave been
—nីuenced by C–”—st—an dogma and p”act—ces de”—ved f”om
—t. Halloween —s t–e even—ng befo”e t–e C–”—st—an –oly
days of All Hallows’ Day (also known as All Saints’ or

Hallowmas) on 1 Novembe” and All Souls’ Day on 2
Novembe”, t–us g—v—ng t–e –ol—day on 31 Octobe” t–e full
name ofAll Hallows’ Eve (mean—ng t–e even—ng befo”e All
Hallows’ Day).[65] S—nce t–e t—me of t–e ea”ly C–u”c–,[66]

majo” feasts —n t–e C–”—st—an C–u”c– (suc– as C–”—stmas,
Easte” and Pentecost) –ad v—g—ls w–—c– began t–e n—g–t
befo”e, as d—d t–e feast of All Hallows’.[67] T–ese t–”ee
days a”e collect—vely ”efe””ed to as All–allowt—de and a”e
a t—me fo” –ono”—ng t–e sa—nts and p”ay—ng fo” t–e ”e-
cently depa”ted souls w–o –ave yet to ”eac– Heaven. All
Sa—nts was —nt”oduced —n t–e yea” 609, but was o”—g—nally
celeb”ated on 13 May,[68] t–e same date as Lemu”—a, an
anc—ent Roman fest—val of t–e dead. In 835, —t was oឹ-
c—ally sw—tc–ed to 1 Novembe”, t–e same date as Sam–a—n,
at t–e be–est of Pope G”ego”y IV.[68] Some suggest t–—s
was due to Celt—c —nីuence, w–—le ot–e”s suggest —t was a
Ge”man—c —dea,[68] alt–oug– —t —s cla—med t–at bot– Ge”-
man—c and Celt—c-speak—ng peoples commemo”ated t–e
dead at t–e beg—nn—ng of w—nte”.[69] It may –ave been seen
as t–e most ិtt—ng t—me to do so, as —t was w–en t–e plants
t–emselves we”e 'dy—ng'.[69][68] It —s also suggested t–at t–e
c–ange was made on t–e ནp”act—cal g”ounds t–at Rome —n
summe” could not accommodate t–e g”eat numbe” of p—l-
g”—ms w–o ីocked to —tཔ, and pe”–aps because of publ—c
–ealt– cons—de”at—ons ”ega”d—ng Roman Feve” ཊ a d—sease
t–at cla—med a numbe” of l—ves du”—ng t–e sult”y summe”s
of t–e ”eg—on.[70]

On All Hallows’ Eve, C–”—st—ans —n some pa”ts of t–e
wo”ld v—s—t g”aveya”ds to p”ay and place ីowe”s and
candles on t–e g”aves of t–e—” loved ones.[71]

By t–e end of t–e 12t– centu”y t–ey –ad become –oly
days of obl—gat—on ac”oss Eu”ope and —nvolved suc– t”a-
d—t—ons as ”—ng—ng c–u”c– bells fo” t–e souls —n pu”gato”y.
In add—t—on, ན—t was customa”y fo” c”—e”s d”essed —n black
to pa”ade t–e st”eets, ”—ng—ng a bell of mou”nful sound
and call—ng on all good C–”—st—ans to ”emembe” t–e poo”
souls.པ[72] ནSoul—ngཔ, t–e custom of bak—ng and s–a”—ng
soul cakes fo” all c–”—stened souls,[73] –as been suggested
as t–e o”—g—n of t”—ck-o”-t”eat—ng.[74] T–e custom dates
back at least as fa” as t–e 15t– centu”y[75] and was found
—n pa”ts of England, Flande”s, Ge”many and Aust”—a.[52]

G”oups of poo” people, often c–—ld”en, would go doo”-
to-doo” du”—ng All–allowt—de, collect—ng soul cakes, —n
exc–ange fo” p”ay—ng fo” t–e dead, espec—ally t–e souls
of t–e g—ve”s’ f”—ends and ”elat—ves.[75][76][77] Soul cakes
would also be oាe”ed fo” t–e souls t–emselves to eat,[52]

o” t–e 'soule”s’ would act as t–e—” ”ep”esentat—ves.[78]

S–akespea”e ment—ons soul—ng —n –—s comedy The Two

Gentlemen of Verona (1593).[79] On t–e custom of wea”-
—ng costumes, C–”—st—an m—n—ste” P”—nce So”—e Conte–
w”ote: ནIt was t”ad—t—onally bel—eved t–at t–e souls of t–e
depa”ted wande”ed t–e ea”t– unt—l All Sa—nts’ Day, and
All Hallows’ Eve p”ov—ded one last c–ance fo” t–e dead
to ga—n vengeance on t–e—” enem—es befo”e mov—ng to t–e
next wo”ld. In o”de” to avo—d be—ng ”ecogn—zed by any soul
t–at m—g–t be seek—ng suc– vengeance, people would don
masks o” costumes to d—sgu—se t–e—” —dent—t—esཔ.[80] In t–e
M—ddle Ages, c–u”c–es d—splayed t–e ”el—cs of ma”ty”ed
sa—nts and t–ose pa”—s–es t–at we”e too poo” to –ave ”el—cs
let pa”—s–—one”s d”ess up as t–e sa—nts —nstead,[81] a p”ac-
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t—ce t–at some C–”—st—ans cont—nue at Halloween today.[82]

Lesley Bannatyne, an Ame”—can aut–o”, bel—eves t–at t–—s
was a C–”—st—an—zat—on of a p”ev—ous pagan custom.[83]

It –as been suggested t–at t–e ca”ved jack-o'-lante”n, a
popula” symbol of Halloween, o”—g—nally ”ep”esented t–e
souls of t–e dead.[84] On Halloween, —n med—eval Eu-
”ope, ནិ”es [we”e] l—t to gu—de t–ese souls on t–e—” way
and deីect t–em f”om –aunt—ng –onest C–”—st—an folk.པ[85]

House–olds —n Aust”—a, England and I”eland often –ad
ནcandles bu”n—ng —n eve”y ”oom to gu—de t–e souls back
to v—s—t t–e—” ea”t–ly –omesཔ. T–ese we”e known as ནsoul
l—g–tsཔ.[86][87][88] Many C–”—st—ans —n ma—nland Eu”ope,
espec—ally —n F”ance, bel—eved ནt–at once a yea”, on Hal-
lowe'en, t–e dead of t–e c–u”c–ya”ds ”ose fo” one w—ld,
–—deous ca”n—valཔ known as t–e danse macabre, w–—c– –as
often been dep—cted —n c–u”c– deco”at—on.[89] C–”—stop–e”
Allmand and Rosamond McK—tte”—ck w”—te —n The New

Cambridge Medieval History t–at ནC–”—st—ans we”e moved
by t–e s—g–t of t–e Infant Jesus play—ng on –—s mot–e”’s
knee; t–e—” –ea”ts we”e touc–ed by t–e P—età; and pat”on
sa—nts ”eassu”ed t–em by t–e—” p”esence. But, all t–e
w–—le, t–e danse macabre u”ged t–em not to fo”get t–e
end of all ea”t–ly t–—ngs.པ[90] An a”t—cle publ—s–ed by
Christianity Today cla—med t–at t–e danse macabre was
enacted at v—llage pageants and at cou”t mas“ues, w—t–
people ནd”ess—ng up as co”pses f”om va”—ous st”ata of so-
c—etyཔ, and suggested t–—s was t–e o”—g—n of mode”n-day
Halloween costume pa”t—es.[91][92]

In pa”ts of B”—ta—n, t–ese customs came unde” attack du”-
—ng t–e Refo”mat—on as some P”otestants be”ated pu”ga-
to”y as a "pop—s–" doct”—ne —ncompat—ble w—t– t–e—” no-
t—on of p”edest—nat—on. T–us, fo” some Nonconfo”m—st
P”otestants, t–e t–eology of All Hallows’ Eve was ”ede-
ិned; w—t–out t–e doct”—ne of pu”gato”y, ནt–e ”etu”n—ng
souls cannot be jou”ney—ng f”om Pu”gato”y on t–e—” way
to Heaven, as Cat–ol—cs f”e“uently bel—eve and asse”t. In-
stead, t–e so-called g–osts a”e t–oug–t to be —n actual-
—ty ev—l sp—”—ts. As suc– t–ey a”e t–”eaten—ng.པ[87] Ot–e”
P”otestants ma—nta—ned bel—ef —n an —nte”med—ate state,
known as Hades (Bosom of Ab”a–am),[93] and cont—n-
ued to obse”ve t–e o”—g—nal customs, espec—ally soul—ng,
candlel—t p”ocess—ons and t–e ”—ng—ng of c–u”c– bells —n
memo”y of t–e dead.[65][94] W—t– ”ega”d to t–e ev—l sp—”-
—ts, on Halloween, ནba”ns and –omes we”e blessed to p”o-
tect people and l—vestock f”om t–e eាect of w—tc–es, w–o
we”e bel—eved to accompany t–e mal—gnant sp—”—ts as t–ey
t”aveled t–e ea”t–.པ[85] In t–e 19t– centu”y, —n some ”u”al
pa”ts of England, fam—l—es gat–e”ed on –—lls on t–e n—g–t
of All Hallows’ Eve. One –eld a bunc– of bu”n—ng st”aw
on a p—tc–fo”k w–—le t–e ”est knelt a”ound –—m —n a c—”-
cle, p”ay—ng fo” t–e souls of ”elat—ves and f”—ends unt—l t–e
ីames went out. T–—s was known as teen'lay, de”—ved e—-
t–e” f”om t–e Old Engl—s– tendan (to k—ndle) o” a wo”d
”elated to Old I”—s– tenlach (–ea”t–).[95] T–e ”—s—ng pop-
ula”—ty of Guy Fawkes N—g–t (5 Novembe”) f”om 1605
onwa”d, saw many Halloween t”ad—t—ons app”op”—ated by
t–at –ol—day —nstead, and Halloween’s popula”—ty waned
—n B”—ta—n, w—t– t–e notewo”t–y except—on of Scotland.[96]

T–e”e and —n I”eland, t–ey –ad been celeb”at—ng Sam–a—n
and Halloween s—nce at least t–e ea”ly M—ddle Ages, and
t–e Scott—s– k—”k took a mo”e p”agmat—c app”oac– to Hal-
loween, see—ng —t as —mpo”tant to t–e l—fe cycle and ”—tes
of passage of commun—t—es and t–us ensu”—ng —ts su”v—val
—n t–e count”y.[96]

In F”ance, some C–”—st—an fam—l—es, on t–e n—g–t of All
Hallows’ Eve, p”ayed bes—de t–e g”aves of t–e—” loved
ones, sett—ng down d—s–es full of m—lk fo” t–em.[86] On
Halloween, —n Italy, some fam—l—es left a la”ge meal out fo”
g–osts of t–e—” passed ”elat—ves, befo”e t–ey depa”ted fo”
c–u”c– se”v—ces.[97] In Spa—n, on t–—s n—g–t, spec—al past”—es
a”e baked, known as ནbones of t–e –olyཔ (Span—s–: Huesos

de Santo) and put t–em on t–e g”aves of t–e c–u”c–ya”d,
a p”act—ce t–at cont—nues to t–—s day.[98]

2.3 Spread to North America

The annual Greenwich Village Halloween Parade in New York

City is the world’s largest Halloween parade.[99]

Lesley Bannatyne and C—ndy Ott bot– w”—te t–at Angl—can
colon—sts —n t–e Sout–e”n Un—ted States and Cat–ol—c
colon—sts —n Ma”yland ན”ecogn—zed All Hallow’s Eve —n
t–e—” c–u”c– calenda”sཔ,[100][101] alt–oug– t–e Pu”—tans of
New England ma—nta—ned st”ong oppos—t—on to t–e –ol—-
day, along w—t– ot–e” t”ad—t—onal celeb”at—ons of t–e es-
tabl—s–ed C–u”c–, —nclud—ng C–”—stmas.[102] No”t– Ame”-
—can almanacs of t–e late 18t– and ea”ly 19t– centu”y
g—ve no —nd—cat—on t–at Halloween was w—dely celeb”ated
t–e”e.[103] It was not unt—l mass I”—s– and Scott—s– —mm—-
g”at—on —n t–e 19t– centu”y t–at Halloween became a ma-
jo” –ol—day —n t–e Un—ted States.[103] Conិned to t–e —m-
m—g”ant commun—t—es du”—ng t–e m—d-19t– centu”y, —t was
g”adually ass—m—lated —nto ma—nst”eam soc—ety and by t–e
ិ”st decade of t–e 20t– centu”y —t was be—ng celeb”ated
coast to coast by people of all soc—al, ”ac—al and ”el—g—ous
backg”ounds.[104] ནIn Cajun a”eas, a noctu”nal Mass was
sa—d —n cemete”—es on Halloween n—g–t. Candles t–at –ad
been blessed we”e placed on g”aves, and fam—l—es some-
t—mes spent t–e ent—”e n—g–t at t–e g”aves—deཔ.[105]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesley_Bannatyne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danse_macabre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Allmand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Allmand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosamond_McKitterick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infant_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piet%C3%A0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_Today
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Reformation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Popish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Predestination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonconformism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonconformism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_theology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intermediate_state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_views_on_Hades
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosom_of_Abraham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Votive_candle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Procession
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unclean_spirit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unclean_spirit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_blessing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pitchfork
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Irish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guy_Fawkes_Night
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kirk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rites_of_passage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rites_of_passage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_prayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghost#Jud%C3%A6o-Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Churchyard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenwich_Village_Halloween_Parade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesley_Bannatyne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Almanac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cajun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_(liturgy)


5

3 Symbols

At Halloween, yards, public spaces, and some houses may be

decorated with traditionally macabre symbols including witches,

skeletons, ghosts, cobwebs, and headstones.

Development of a”t—facts and symbols assoc—ated w—t–
Halloween fo”med ove” t—me. Jack-o'-lante”ns a”e t”a-
d—t—onally ca””—ed by gu—se”s on All Hallows’ Eve —n o”-
de” to f”—g–ten ev—l sp—”—ts.[84][106] T–e”e —s a popula” I”—s–
C–”—st—an folktale assoc—ated w—t– t–e jack-o'-lante”n,[107]

w–—c– —n folklo”e, —s sa—d to ”ep”esent a "soul w–o –as been
den—ed ent”y —nto bot– –eaven and –ell":[108]

On ”oute –ome afte” a n—g–t’s d”—nk—ng,
Jack encounte”s t–e Dev—l and t”—cks –—m
—nto cl—mb—ng a t”ee. A “u—ck-t–—nk—ng Jack
etc–es t–e s—gn of t–e c”oss —nto t–e ba”k, t–us
t”app—ng t–e Dev—l. Jack st”—kes a ba”ga—n t–at
Satan can neve” cla—m –—s soul. Afte” a l—fe
of s—n, d”—nk, and mendac—ty, Jack —s ”efused
ent”y to –eaven w–en –e d—es. Keep—ng –—s
p”om—se, t–e Dev—l ”efuses to let Jack —nto –ell
and t–”ows a l—ve coal st”a—g–t f”om t–e ិ”es of
–ell at –—m. It was a cold n—g–t, so Jack places
t–e coal —n a –ollowed out tu”n—p to stop —t
f”om go—ng out, s—nce w–—c– t—me Jack and –—s
lante”n –ave been ”oam—ng look—ng fo” a place
to ”est.[109]

In I”eland and Scotland, t–e tu”n—p –as t”ad—t—onally
been ca”ved du”—ng Halloween,[110][111] but —mm—g”ants
to No”t– Ame”—ca used t–e nat—ve pumpk—n, w–—c– —s
bot– muc– softe” and muc– la”ge” ཊ mak—ng —t eas—e” to
ca”ve t–an a tu”n—p.[110] T–e Ame”—can t”ad—t—on of ca”v-
—ng pumpk—ns —s ”eco”ded —n 1837[112] and was o”—g—nally
assoc—ated w—t– –a”vest t—me —n gene”al, not becom—ng
spec—ិcally assoc—ated w—t– Halloween unt—l t–e m—d-to-
late 19t– centu”y.[113]

T–e mode”n —mage”y of Halloween comes f”om many
sou”ces, —nclud—ng C–”—st—an esc–atology, nat—onal cus-
toms, wo”ks of Got–—c and –o””o” l—te”atu”e (suc– as t–e

novels Frankenstein and Dracula) and class—c –o””o” ិlms
(suc– as Frankenstein and The Mummy).[114][115] Image”y
of t–e skull, a ”efe”ence to Golgot–a, —n t–e C–”—st—an
t”ad—t—on, se”ves as ནa ”em—nde” of deat– and t–e t”an-
s—to”y “ual—ty of –uman l—feཔ and —s conse“uently found
—n memento mori and vanitas compos—t—ons;[116] skulls
–ave t–e”efo”e been commonplace —n Halloween, w–—c–
touc–es on t–—s t–eme.[117] T”ad—t—onally, t–e back walls
of c–u”c–es a”e ནdeco”ated w—t– a dep—ct—on of t–e Last
Judgment, complete w—t– g”aves open—ng and t–e dead
”—s—ng, w—t– a –eaven ិlled w—t– angels and a –ell ិlled
w—t– dev—ls,པ a mot—f t–at –as pe”meated t–e obse”vance
of t–—s t”—duum.[118] One of t–e ea”l—est wo”ks on t–e sub-
ject of Halloween —s f”om Scott—s– poet Jo–nMayne, w–o,
—n 1780, made note of p”anks at Halloween; ࣜWhat fearfu'

pranks ensue!", as well as t–e supe”natu”al assoc—ated w—t–
t–e n—g–t, ࣜBogiesࣝ (g–osts), —nីuenc—ng Robe”t Bu”ns'
"Halloween" (1785).[119] Elements of t–e autumn season,
suc– as pumpk—ns, co”n –usks and sca”ec”ows, a”e also
p”evalent. Homes a”e often deco”ated w—t– t–ese types of
symbols a”ound Halloween. Halloween —mage”y —ncludes
t–emes of deat–, ev—l, and myt–—cal monste”s.[120] Black,
o”ange, and somet—mes pu”ple a”e Halloween’s t”ad—t—onal
colo”s.

4 Trick-or-treating and guising

Ma—n a”t—cle: T”—ck-o”-t”eat—ng
T”—ck-o”-t”eat—ng —s a customa”y celeb”at—on fo” c–—l-

Trick-or-treaters in Sweden

d”en on Halloween. C–—ld”en go —n costume f”om –ouse
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to –ouse, ask—ng fo” t”eats suc– as candy o” somet—mes
money, w—t– t–e “uest—on, ནT”—ck o” t”eat?" T–e wo”d
ནt”—ckཔ ”efe”s to ནt–”eatཔ to pe”fo”m m—sc–—ef on t–e
–omeowne”s o” t–e—” p”ope”ty —f no t”eat —s g—ven.[74]

T–e p”act—ce —s sa—d to –ave ”oots —n t–e med—eval p”ac-
t—ce of mumm—ng, w–—c– —s closely ”elated to soul—ng.[121]

Jo–n Pymm w”—tes t–at ནmany of t–e feast days assoc—-
ated w—t– t–e p”esentat—on of mumm—ng plays we”e cele-
b”ated by t–e C–”—st—an C–u”c–.པ[122] T–ese feast days —n-
cluded All Hallows’ Eve, C–”—stmas, Twelft– N—g–t and
S–”ove Tuesday.[123][124] Mumm—ng, p”act—ced —n Ge”-
many, Scand—nav—a and ot–e” pa”ts of Eu”ope,[125] —n-
volved masked pe”sons —n fancy d”ess w–o ནpa”aded
t–e st”eets and ente”ed –ouses to dance o” play d—ce —n
s—lence.པ[126]

In England, f”om t–e med—eval pe”—od,[127] up unt—l t–e
1930s,[128] people p”act—ced t–e C–”—st—an custom of soul-
—ng on Halloween, w–—c– —nvolved g”oups of soule”s, bot–
P”otestant and Cat–ol—c,[94] go—ng f”om pa”—s– to pa”—s–,
begg—ng t–e ”—c– fo” soul cakes, —n exc–ange fo” p”ay—ng
fo” t–e souls of t–e g—ve”s and t–e—” f”—ends.[76] In Scot-
land and I”eland, gu—s—ng ཊ c–—ld”en d—sgu—sed —n costume
go—ng f”om doo” to doo” fo” food o” co—ns ཊ —s a t”a-
d—t—onal Halloween custom, and —s ”eco”ded —n Scotland
at Halloween —n 1895 w–e”e mas“ue”ade”s —n d—sgu—se
ca””y—ng lante”ns made out of scooped out tu”n—ps, v—s—t
–omes to be ”ewa”ded w—t– cakes, f”u—t and money.[111]

T–e p”act—ce of gu—s—ng at Halloween —n No”t– Ame”—ca
—s ិ”st ”eco”ded —n 1911, w–e”e a newspape” —n K—ngston,
Onta”—o ”epo”ted c–—ld”en go—ng ནgu—s—ngཔ a”ound t–e
ne—g–bo”–ood.[129]

Ame”—can –—sto”—an and aut–o” Rut– Edna Kelley of
Massac–usetts w”ote t–e ិ”st book lengt– –—sto”y of
Halloween —n t–e US; The Book of Hallowe'en (1919),
and ”efe”ences soul—ng —n t–e c–apte” ནHallowe'en —n
Ame”—caཔ.[130] In –e” book, Kelley touc–es on customs
t–at a””—ved f”om ac”oss t–e Atlant—c; ནAme”—cans –ave
foste”ed t–em, and a”emak—ng t–—s an occas—on somet–—ng
l—ke w–at —t must –ave been —n —ts best days ove”seas. All
Halloween customs —n t–e Un—ted States a”e bo””owed d—-
”ectly o” adapted f”om t–ose of ot–e” count”—esཔ.[131]

W–—le t–e ិ”st ”efe”ence to ནgu—s—ngཔ —n No”t– Ame”—ca
occu”s —n 1911, anot–e” ”efe”ence to ”—tual begg—ng on
Halloween appea”s, place unknown, —n 1915, w—t– a t–—”d
”efe”ence —n C–—cago —n 1920.[132] T–e ea”l—est known use
—n p”—nt of t–e te”m ནt”—ck o” t”eatཔ appea”s —n 1927, —n t–e
Blackie Herald Albe”ta, Canada.[133]

T–e t–ousands of Halloween postca”ds p”oduced be-
tween t–e tu”n of t–e 20t– centu”y and t–e 1920s com-
monly s–ow c–—ld”en but not t”—ck-o”-t”eat—ng.[134] T”—ck-
o”-t”eat—ng does not seem to –ave become a w—desp”ead
p”act—ce unt—l t–e 1930s, w—t– t–e ិ”st U.S. appea”ances
of t–e te”m —n 1934,[135] and t–e ិ”st use —n a nat—onal
publ—cat—on occu””—ng —n 1939.[136]

A popula” va”—ant of t”—ck-o”-t”eat—ng, known as t”unk-
o”-t”eat—ng (o” Halloween ta—lga—t—ng), occu”s w–en ནc–—l-

Souling was a Christian practice carried out in many English

towns on Halloween and Christmas.

An automobile trunk at a trunk-or-treat event at St. John

Lutheran Church and Early Learning Center in Darien, Illinois

d”en a”e oាe”ed t”eats f”om t–e t”unks of ca”s pa”ked —n
a c–u”c– pa”k—ng lot,པ o” somet—mes, a sc–ool pa”k—ng
lot.[98][137] In a t”unk-o”-t”eat event, t–e t”unk (boot) of
eac– automob—le —s deco”ated w—t– a ce”ta—n t–eme,[138]

suc– as t–ose of c–—ld”en’s l—te”atu”e, mov—es, sc”—ptu”e,
and job ”oles.[139] T”unk-o”-t”eat—ng –as g”own —n popu-
la”—ty due to —ts pe”cept—on as be—ng mo”e safe t–an go-
—ng doo” to doo”, a po—nt t–at ”esonates well w—t– pa”ents,
as well as t–e fact t–at —t ནsolves t–e ”u”al conund”um —n
w–—c– –omes [a”e] bu—lt a –alf-m—le apa”tཔ.[140][141]
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4.1 Costumes

Ma—n a”t—cle: Halloween costume
Halloween costumes a”e t”ad—t—onally modeled afte” su-

A costume party in 1890

pe”natu”al ិgu”es suc– as vamp—”es, monste”s, g–osts,
skeletons, w—tc–es, and dev—ls. Ove” t—me, —n t–e Un—ted
States t–e costume select—on extended to —nclude pop-
ula” c–a”acte”s f”om ិct—on, celeb”—t—es, and gene”—c
a”c–etypes suc– as n—njas and p”—ncesses.[74]

D”ess—ng up —n costumes and go—ng ནgu—s—ngཔ was p”eva-
lent —n I”eland and Scotland at Halloween by t–e late 19t–
centu”y.[111] Costum—ng became popula” fo” Halloween
pa”t—es —n t–e US —n t–e ea”ly 20t– centu”y, as often fo”
adults as fo” c–—ld”en. T–e ិ”st mass-p”oducedHalloween
costumes appea”ed —n sto”es —n t–e 1930s w–en t”—ck-o”-
t”eat—ng was becom—ng popula” —n t–e Un—ted States.

T–e yea”ly New Yo”k Halloween Pa”ade, begun —n 1974
by puppetee” and mask make” Ralp– Lee of G”eenw—c–
V—llage, —s t–e wo”ld’s la”gest Halloween pa”ade and one
of Ame”—ca’s only majo” n—g–tt—me pa”ades (along w—t–
Po”tland’s Sta”l—g–t Pa”ade), att”act—ng mo”e t–an 60,000
costumed pa”t—c—pants, two m—ll—on spectato”s, and a
wo”ldw—de telev—s—on aud—ence of ove” 100 m—ll—on.[99]

Edd—e J. Sm—t–, —n –—s book Halloween, Hallowed is Thy

Name, oាe”s a ”el—g—ous pe”spect—ve to t–e wea”—ng of
costumes on All Hallows’ Eve, suggest—ng t–at by d”ess-
—ng up as c”eatu”es ནw–o at one t—me caused us to fea”
and t”embleཔ, people a”e able to poke fun at Satan ནw–ose
k—ngdom –as been plunde”ed by ou” Sav—ou”.པ Images of
skeletons and t–e dead a”e t”ad—t—onal deco”at—ons used as
memento mori.[142][143]

4.2 UNICEF

Ma—n a”t—cle: T”—ck-o”-T”eat fo” UNICEF

ནT”—ck-o”-T”eat fo” UNICEF" —s a fund”a—s—ng p”og”am to
suppo”t UNICEF,[74] a Un—ted Nat—ons P”og”amme t–at
p”ov—des –uman—ta”—an a—d to c–—ld”en —n develop—ng coun-

t”—es. Sta”ted as a local event —n a No”t–east P–—ladelp–—a
ne—g–bo”–ood —n 1950 and expanded nat—onally —n 1952,
t–e p”og”am —nvolves t–e d—st”—but—on of small boxes by
sc–ools (o” —n mode”n t—mes, co”po”ate sponso”s l—ke
Hallma”k, at t–e—” l—censed sto”es) to t”—ck-o”-t”eate”s, —n
w–—c– t–ey can sol—c—t small-c–ange donat—ons f”om t–e
–ouses t–ey v—s—t. It —s est—mated t–at c–—ld”en –ave col-
lected mo”e t–an $118 m—ll—on fo” UNICEF s—nce —ts —n-
cept—on. In Canada, —n 2006, UNICEF dec—ded to d—scon-
t—nue t–e—” Halloween collect—on boxes, c—t—ng safety and
adm—n—st”at—ve conce”ns; afte” consultat—on w—t– sc–ools,
t–ey —nstead ”edes—gned t–e p”og”am.[144][145]

5 Games and other activities

In this 1904 Halloween greeting card, divination is depicted: the

young woman looking into a mirror in a darkened room hopes

to catch a glimpse of her future husband.

T–e”e a”e seve”al games t”ad—t—onally assoc—ated w—t– Hal-
loween pa”t—es. One common game —s dunk—ng o” apple
bobb—ng, w–—c– may be called ནdook—ngཔ —n Scotland[146]

—n w–—c– apples ីoat —n a tub o” a la”ge bas—n of wate”
and t–e pa”t—c—pants must use t–e—” teet– to ”emove an
apple f”om t–e bas—n. T–e p”act—ce —s t–oug–t by some
to –ave de”—ved f”om t–e Roman p”act—ces —n celeb”at—on
of Pomona.[74] A va”—ant of dunk—ng —nvolves kneel—ng
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on a c–a—”, –old—ng a fo”k between t–e teet– and t”y—ng
to d”—ve t–e fo”k —nto an apple. Anot–e” common game
—nvolves –ang—ng up t”eacle o” sy”up-coated scones by
st”—ngs; t–ese must be eaten w—t–out us—ng –ands w–—le
t–ey ”ema—n attac–ed to t–e st”—ng, an act—v—ty t–at —n-
ev—tably leads to a ve”y st—cky face.

Some games t”ad—t—onally played at Halloween a”e fo”ms
of d—v—nat—on. In All Hallows’ Eve celeb”at—ons du”—ng t–e
M—ddle Ages, t–ese act—v—t—es –—sto”—cally occu””ed only —n
”u”al a”eas of med—eval Eu”ope and we”e only done by a
ན”a”e fewཔ as t–ese we”e cons—de”ed to be ནdeadly se”—-
ousཔ p”act—ces.[85] A t”ad—t—onal Scott—s– fo”m of d—v—n—ng
one’s futu”e spouse —s to ca”ve an apple —n one long st”—p,
t–en toss t–e peel ove” one’s s–oulde”. T–e peel —s be-
l—eved to land —n t–e s–ape of t–e ិ”st lette” of t–e futu”e
spouse’s name.[147] Unma””—ed women we”e told t–at —f
t–ey sat —n a da”kened ”oom and gazed —nto a m—””o” on
Halloween n—g–t, t–e face of t–e—” futu”e –usband would
appea” —n t–e m—””o”.[148] Howeve”, —f t–ey we”e dest—ned
to d—e befo”e ma””—age, a skull would appea”. T–e custom
was w—desp”ead enoug– to be commemo”ated on g”eet-
—ng ca”ds[149] f”om t–e late 19t– centu”y and ea”ly 20t–
centu”y.

A common custom includes picking and purchasing pumpkins

from patches

Anot–e” game/supe”st—t—on t–at was enjoyed —n t–e ea”ly
1900s —nvolved walnut s–ells. People would w”—te fo”-
tunes —n m—lk on w–—te pape”. Afte” d”y—ng, t–e pa-
pe” was folded and placed —n walnut s–ells. W–en t–e
s–ell was wa”med, m—lk would tu”n b”own t–e”efo”e t–e
w”—t—ng would appea” on w–at looked l—ke blank pape”.
Folks would also play fo”tune telle”. In o”de” to play
t–—s game, symbols we”e cut out of pape” and placed
on a platte”. Someone would ente” a da”k ”oom and
was o”de”ed to put –e” –and on a p—ece of —ce t–en lay
—t on a platte”. He” ནfo”tuneཔ would st—ck to t–e –and.
Pape” symbols —ncluded: dolla” s—gn-wealt–, button-
bac–elo”–ood, t–—mble-sp—nste”–ood, clot–esp—n- pove”ty,
”—ce-wedd—ng, umb”ella- jou”ney, cald”on-t”ouble, 4-leaf
clove”- good luck, penny-fo”tune, ”—ng-ea”ly ma””—age,
and key-fame.[150]

T–e tell—ng of g–ost sto”—es and v—ew—ng of –o””o” ិlms a”e
common ិxtu”es of Halloween pa”t—es. Ep—sodes of tele-
v—s—on se”—es and Hallowe'en-t–emed spec—als (w—t– t–e
spec—als usually a—med at c–—ld”en) a”e commonly a—”ed

on o” befo”e Halloween, w–—le new –o””o” ិlms a”e often
”eleased t–eat”—cally befo”e Halloween to take advantage
of t–e atmosp–e”e.

6 Haunted attractions

Humorous tombstones in front of a house in California

Ma—n a”t—cle: Haunted att”act—on (s—mulated)

Haunted att”act—ons a”e ente”ta—nment venues des—gned to
t–”—ll and sca”e pat”ons. Most att”act—ons a”e seasonal
Halloween bus—nesses. O”—g—ns of t–ese pa—d sca”e venues
a”e d—ឹcult to p—npo—nt, but —t —s gene”ally accepted t–at
t–ey we”e ិ”st commonly used by t–e Jun—o” C–ambe”
Inte”nat—onal (Jaycees) fo” fund”a—s—ng.[151] T–ey —nclude
–aunted –ouses, co”n mazes, and –ay”—des,[152] and t–e
level of sop–—st—cat—on of t–e eាects –as ”—sen as t–e —ndus-
t”y –as g”own. Haunted att”act—ons —n t–e Un—ted States
b”—ng —n an est—mated $300ཊ500 m—ll—on eac– yea”, and
d”aw some 400,000 custome”s, alt–oug– p”ess sou”ces
w”—t—ng —n 2005 speculated t–at t–e —ndust”y –ad ”eac–ed
—ts peak at t–at t—me.[151] T–—s matu”—ng and g”owt–
w—t–—n t–e —ndust”y –as led to tec–n—cally mo”e advanced
spec—al eាects and costum—ng, compa”able w—t– t–at of
Hollywood ិlms.[153]

7 Food

On All Hallows’ Eve, many Weste”n C–”—st—an denom—-
nat—ons encou”age abst—nence f”om meat, g—v—ng ”—se to a
va”—ety of vegeta”—an foods assoc—ated w—t– t–—s day.[29]

Because —n t–e No”t–e”n Hem—sp–e”e Halloween comes
—n t–e wake of t–e yea”ly apple –a”vest, candy apples
(known as toាee apples outs—de No”t– Ame”—ca), ca”amel
o” taាy apples a”e common Halloween t”eats made by
”oll—ng w–ole apples —n a st—cky suga” sy”up, somet—mes
followed by ”oll—ng t–em —n nuts.

At one t—me, candy apples we”e commonly g—ven to t”—ck-
o”-t”eat—ng c–—ld”en, but t–e p”act—ce ”ap—dly waned —n t–e
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Pumpkins for sale during Halloween

wake of w—desp”ead ”umo”s t–at some —nd—v—duals we”e
embedd—ng —tems l—ke p—ns and ”azo” blades —n t–e apples
—n t–e Un—ted States.[154] W–—le t–e”e —s ev—dence of suc–
—nc—dents,[155] ”elat—ve to t–e deg”ee of ”epo”t—ng of suc–
cases, actual cases —nvolv—ng mal—c—ous acts a”e ext”emely
”a”e and –ave neve” ”esulted —n se”—ous —nju”y. Nonet–e-
less, many pa”ents assumed t–at suc– –e—nous p”act—ces
we”e ”ampant because of t–e mass med—a. At t–e peak of
t–e –yste”—a, some –osp—tals oាe”ed f”ee X-”ays of c–—l-
d”en’s Halloween –auls —n o”de” to ិnd ev—dence of tam-
pe”—ng. V—”tually all of t–e few known candy po—son—ng
—nc—dents —nvolved pa”ents w–o po—soned t–e—” own c–—l-
d”en’s candy.[156]

One custom t–at pe”s—sts —n mode”n-day I”eland —s t–e
bak—ng (o” mo”e often nowadays, t–e pu”c–ase) of a
ba”mb”ack (I”—s–: báirín breac), w–—c– —s a l—g–t f”u—tcake,
—nto w–—c– a pla—n ”—ng, a co—n and ot–e” c–a”ms a”e placed
befo”e bak—ng. It —s sa—d t–at t–ose w–o get a ”—ng w—ll ិnd
t–e—” t”ue love —n t–e ensu—ng yea”. T–—s —s s—m—la” to t–e
t”ad—t—on of k—ng cake at t–e fest—val of Ep—p–any.

L—st of foods assoc—ated w—t– Halloween:

• Ba”mb”ack (I”eland)

• Bonិ”e toាee (G”eat B”—ta—n)

• Candy apples/toាee apples (G”eat B”—ta—n and I”e-
land)

• Candy apples, Candy co”n, candy pumpk—ns (No”t–
Ame”—ca)

• Monkey nuts (peanuts —n t–e—” s–ells) (Scotland and
I”eland)

• Ca”amel apples

• Ca”amel co”n

• Colcannon (I”eland; see below)

• Novelty candy s–aped l—ke skulls, pumpk—ns, bats,
wo”ms, etc.

• Pumpk—n, pumpk—n p—e, pumpk—n b”ead

A candy apple

• Roasted pumpk—n seeds

• Roasted sweet co”n

• Soul cakes

8 Religious observances

The Vigil of All Hallows’ is being celebrated at an Episcopal

Christian church on Hallowe'en.
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On Hallowe'en (All Hallows’ Eve), —n Poland, bel—eve”s
we”e once taug–t to p”ay out loud as t–ey walk t–”oug–
t–e fo”ests —n o”de” t–at t–e souls of t–e dead m—g–t ិnd
comfo”t; —n Spa—n, C–”—st—an p”—ests —n t—ny v—llages toll
t–e—” c–u”c– bells —n o”de” to ”em—nd t–e—” cong”egants to
”emembe” t–e dead on All Hallows’ Eve.[157] In I”eland,
and among —mm—g”ants —n Canada, a custom —ncludes t–e
C–”—st—an p”act—ce of abst—nence, keep—ng All Hallows’
Eve ནas a meatless day w—t– pancakes o” Callcannonཔ be-
—ng se”ved —nstead.[158] In Mex—co, on ནAll Hallows Eve,
t–e c–—ld”en make a c–—ld”en’s alta” to —nv—te t–e angelitos
(sp—”—ts of dead c–—ld”en) to come back fo” a v—s—t.པ[159]

T–e C–”—st—an C–u”c– t”ad—t—onally obse”ved Hallowe'en
t–”oug– a v—g—l ནw–en wo”s–—ppe”s would p”epa”e t–em-
selves w—t– p”aye”s and fast—ngཔ fo” feast day on t–e
next day (All Sa—nts’ Day).[160] T–—s c–u”c– se”v—ce —s
known as t–e Vigil of All Hallows o” t–e Vigil of All

Saints;[161][162] an —n—t—at—ve known as Night of Light seeks
to fu”t–e” sp”ead t–e Vigil of All Hallows t–”oug–out
C–”—stendom.[163][164] Afte” t–e se”v—ce, ནsu—table fest—v—-
t—es and ente”ta—nmentsཔ often follow, as well as a v—s—t to
t–e g”aveya”d o” cemete”y, w–e”e ីowe”s and candles a”e
often placed —n p”epa”at—on fo” All Hallows’ Day.[165][166]

In F—nland, because so many people v—s—t t–e cemete”—es
on All Hallows’ Eve to l—g–t vot—ve candles t–e”e, t–ey ནa”e
known as valomeri, o” seas of l—g–t.པ[167]

8.1 Perspectives

8.1.1 Christianity

Halloween Scripture Candy with gospel tract

C–”—st—an att—tudes towa”ds Halloween a”e d—ve”se. In t–e
Angl—can C–u”c–, some d—oceses –ave c–osen to emp–a-
s—ze t–e C–”—st—an t”ad—t—ons assoc—ated w—t– All Hallow’s
Eve.[168][169] Some of t–ese p”act—ces —nclude p”ay—ng,
fast—ng and attend—ng wo”s–—p se”v—ces.[1][2][3]

O LORD ou” God, —nc”ease, we p”ay t–ee,
and mult—ply upon us t–e g—fts of t–y g”ace:
t–at we, w–o do p”event t–e glo”—ous fest—val of
all t–y Sa—nts, may of t–ee be enabled joyfully
to follow t–em —n all v—”tuous and godly l—v—ng.
T–”oug– Jesus C–”—st, Ou” Lo”d, w–o l—vet–
and ”e—gnet– w—t– t–ee, —n t–e un—ty of t–e

Holy G–ost, eve” one God, wo”ld w—t–out end.
Amen. ཋCollect of t–e V—g—l of All Sa—nts,
The Anglican Breviary[170]

Votive candles in the Halloween section of Wal-Mart

Ot–e” P”otestant C–”—st—ans also celeb”ate All Hallows’
Eve as Refo”mat—on Day, a day to ”emembe” t–e
P”otestant Refo”mat—on, alongs—de All Hallow’s Eve o”
—ndependently f”om —t.[171][172] T–—s —s because Ma”t—n
Lut–e” —s sa—d to –ave na—led –—s Ninety-Five Theses to
All Sa—nts’ C–u”c– —nW—ttenbe”g onAll Hallows’ Eve.[173]

Often, ནHa”vest Fest—valsཔ o” ནRefo”mat—on Fest—valsཔ a”e
–eld on All Hallows’ Eve, —n w–—c– c–—ld”en d”ess up as
B—ble c–a”acte”s o” Refo”me”s.[174] In add—t—on to d—s-
t”—but—ng candy to c–—ld”en w–o a”e t”—ck-o”-t”eat—ng on
Hallowe'en, many C–”—st—ans also p”ov—de gospel t”acts
to t–em. One o”gan—zat—on, t–e Ame”—can T”act Soc—ety,
stated t–at a”ound 3m—ll—on gospel t”acts a”e o”de”ed f”om
t–em alone fo” Hallowe'en celeb”at—ons.[175] Ot–e”s o”de”
Halloween-t–emed Scripture Candy to pass out to c–—ld”en
on t–—s day.[176][177]

Some C–”—st—ans feel conce”ned about t–e mode”n cel-
eb”at—on of Halloween because t–ey feel —t t”—v—al—zes ཊ
o” celeb”ates ཊ pagan—sm, t–e occult, o” ot–e” p”act—ces
and cultu”al p–enomena deemed —ncompat—ble w—t– t–e—”
bel—efs.[178] Fat–e” Gab”—ele Amo”t–, an exo”c—st —n Rome,
–as sa—d, ན—f Engl—s– and Ame”—can c–—ld”en l—ke to d”ess
up as w—tc–es and dev—ls on one n—g–t of t–e yea” t–at
—s not a p”oblem. If —t —s just a game, t–e”e —s no –a”m
—n t–at.པ[179] In mo”e ”ecent yea”s, t–e Roman Cat–ol—c
A”c–d—ocese of Boston –as o”gan—zed a ནSa—nt Festཔ on
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Belizean children dressed up as Biblical ણgures and Christian

saints

Halloween.[180] S—m—la”ly, many contempo”a”y P”otes-
tant c–u”c–es v—ew Halloween as a fun event fo” c–—l-
d”en, –old—ng events —n t–e—” c–u”c–es w–e”e c–—ld”en and
t–e—” pa”ents can d”ess up, play games, and get candy fo”
f”ee. To t–ese C–”—st—ans, Halloween –olds no t–”eat to
t–e sp—”—tual l—ves of c–—ld”en: be—ng taug–t about deat–
and mo”tal—ty, and t–e ways of t–e Celt—c ancesto”s ac-
tually be—ng a valuable l—fe lesson and a pa”t of many of
t–e—” pa”—s–—one”s’ –e”—tage.[181] C–”—st—an m—n—ste” Sam
Po”ta”o w”ote t–at Halloween —s about us—ng ན–umo” and
”—d—cule to conf”ont t–e powe” of deat–པ.[182]

In t–e Roman Cat–ol—c C–u”c–, Halloween’s C–”—st—an
connect—on —s c—ted, and Halloween celeb”at—ons a”e com-
mon —n Cat–ol—c pa”oc–—al sc–ools t–”oug–out No”t–
Ame”—ca and —n I”eland.[183] Many fundamental—st and
evangel—cal c–u”c–es use "Hell –ouses" and com—c-style
t”acts —n o”de” to make use of Halloween’s popula”—ty as
an oppo”tun—ty fo” evangel—sm.[184] Some cons—de” Hal-
loween to be completely —ncompat—ble w—t– t–e C–”—st—an
fa—t– due to —ts putat—ve o”—g—ns —n t–e Fest—val of t–e Dead
celeb”at—on.[185] Indeed, even t–oug– Easte”n O”t–odox
C–”—st—ans obse”ve All Hallows’ Day on t–e F—”st Sun-
day afte” Pentecost, t–e Easte”n O”t–odox C–u”c– ”ec-
ommends t–e obse”vance of Vespe”s and/o” a Pa”akles—s
on t–e Weste”n obse”vance of All Hallows’ Eve, out of
t–e pasto”al need to p”ov—de an alte”nat—ve to popula”
celeb”at—ons.[186]

8.1.2 Other religions

T–e ”eact—on of non-C–”—st—an ”el—g—ons towa”ds Hal-
loween –as often been m—xed, ”ang—ng f”om ste”n d—sap-
p”oval to t–e allowance of pa”t—c—pat—on —n —t. Acco”d—ng
to Alf”ed J. Kolatc– —n t–e Second Jewish Book ofWhy, —n
Juda—sm, Halloween —s not pe”m—tted by Jew—s– Halak–a
because —t v—olates Lev—t—cus 18:3 w–—c– fo”b—ds Jews f”om
pa”tak—ng —n gent—le customs. Many Jews obse”ve Y—zko”,
w–—c– —s e“u—valent to t–e obse”vance of All–allowt—de
—n C–”—st—an—ty, as p”aye”s a”e sa—d fo” bot– ནma”ty”s and
fo” one’s own fam—ly.པ[187] Neve”t–eless, many Ame”—can
Jews celeb”ate Halloween, d—sconnected f”om —ts C–”—s-
t—an o”—g—ns.[188] Refo”m Rabb— Jeា”ey Goldwasse” –as
sa—d t–at ནT–e”e —s no ”el—g—ous ”eason w–y contempo”a”y
Jews s–ould not celeb”ate Halloweenཔ w–—le O”t–odox
Rabb— M—c–ael B”oyde –as a”gued aga—nst Jews obse”v-
—ng t–e –ol—day.[189]

S–e—k– Id”—s Palme”, aut–o” of A Brief Illustrated Guide

to Understanding Islam , –as a”gued t–at Musl—ms s–ould
not pa”t—c—pate —n Halloween, stat—ng t–at ནpa”t—c—pat—on
—n Halloween —s wo”se t–an pa”t—c—pat—on —n C–”—stmas,
Easte”, ... —t —s mo”e s—nful t–an cong”atulat—ng t–e
C–”—st—ans fo” t–e—” p”ost”at—on to t–e c”uc—ិxཔ.[190] Javed
Memon, a Musl—m w”—te”, –as d—sag”eed, say—ng t–at –—s
ནdaug–te” d”ess—ng up l—ke a B”—t—s– telep–one boot– w—ll
not dest”oy –e” fa—t– as a Musl—mཔ.[191]

Most H—ndus do not obse”ve All Hallows’ Eve, —nstead ”e-
membe”—ng t–e dead —n t–e fest—val of P—t”u Paks–a, du”-
—ng w–—c– H—ndus pay –omage to and pe”fo”m a ce”emony
ནto keep t–e souls of t–e—” ancesto”s at ”est.པ[192] T–e cel-
eb”at—on of t–e H—ndu fest—val D—wal— somet—mes conី—cts
w—t– t–e date of Halloween; but some H—ndus c–oose
to pa”t—c—pate —n t–e popula” customs of Halloween.[193]

Ot–e” H—ndus, suc– as Soumya Dasgupta, –ave opposed
t–e celeb”at—on on t–e g”ounds t–at Weste”n –ol—days l—ke
Halloween –ave ནbegun to adve”sely aាect ou” —nd—genous
fest—vals.པ[194]

Neopagans do not obse”ve Halloween, but —nstead ob-
se”ve Sam–a—n on 1 Novembe”,[195] alt–oug– some neo-
pagan —nd—v—duals c–oose to pa”t—c—pate —n cultu”al Hal-
loween fest—v—t—es, op—n—ng t–e —dea t–at one can ob-
se”ve bot– ནt–e solemn—ty of Sam–a—n —n add—t—on to t–e
fun of Halloween.པ Ot–e” neopagans a”e opposed to t–e
celeb”at—on of Halloween, bel—ev—ng t–at —t ནt”—v—al—zes
Sam–a—nཔ,[196] and ནavo—d Halloween, because of t–e —n-
te””upt—ons f”om t”—ck o” t”eate”s.པ[197] The Manitoban

w”—tes t–at "W—ccans don’t oឹc—ally celeb”ate Halloween,
desp—te t–e fact t–at 31 Oct. w—ll st—ll –ave a sta” bes—de
—t —n any good W—ccan’s day planne”. Sta”t—ng at sun-
down, W—ccans celeb”ate a –ol—day known as Sam–a—n.
Sam–a—n actually comes f”om old Celt—c t”ad—t—ons and —s
not exclus—ve to Neopagan ”el—g—ons l—ke W—cca. W–—le
t–e t”ad—t—ons of t–—s –ol—day o”—g—nate —n Celt—c coun-
t”—es, mode”n day W—ccans don’t t”y to –—sto”—cally ”epl—-
cate Sam–a—n celeb”at—ons. Some t”ad—t—onal Sam–a—n ”—t-
uals a”e st—ll p”act—sed but at —ts co”e, t–e –ol—day —s s—mply
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a t—me to celeb”ate da”kness and t–e dead ཋ a poss—ble
”eason w–y Sam–a—n —s often confused w—t– Halloween
celeb”at—ons.པ[195]

9 Around the world

A Halloween display in Saitama, Japan

Ma—n a”t—cle: Geog”ap–y of Halloween

T–e t”ad—t—ons and —mpo”tance of Halloween va”y g”eatly
among count”—es t–at obse”ve —t. In Scotland and I”eland,
t”ad—t—onal Halloween customs —nclude c–—ld”en d”ess—ng
up —n costume go—ng ནgu—s—ngཔ, –old—ng pa”t—es, w–—le
ot–e” p”act—ces —n I”eland —nclude l—g–t—ng bonិ”es, and
–av—ng ិ”ewo”k d—splays.[198][199] In B”—ttany c–—ld”en
would play p”act—cal jokes by sett—ng candles —ns—de skulls
—n g”aveya”ds to f”—g–ten v—s—to”s.[200] Mass t”ansatlant—c
—mm—g”at—on —n t–e 19t– centu”y popula”—zed Halloween
—n No”t– Ame”—ca, and celeb”at—on —n t–e Un—ted States
and Canada –as –ad a s—gn—ិcant —mpact on –ow t–e event
—s obse”ved —n ot–e” nat—ons. T–—s la”ge” No”t– Ame”—-
can —nីuence, pa”t—cula”ly —n —con—c and comme”c—al el-
ements, –as extended to places suc– as Sout– Ame”-
—ca, Aust”al—a,[201] New Zealand,[202] (most) cont—nental
Eu”ope, Japan, and ot–e” pa”ts of East As—a.[203] In
t–e P–—l—pp—nes, du”—ng Halloween, F—l—p—nos ”etu”n to
t–e—” –ometowns and pu”c–ase candles and ីowe”s,[204]

—n p”epa”at—on fo” t–e follow—ng All Sa—nts Day (Araw ng

mga Patay) on 1 Novembe” and All Souls Day ཋt–oug–
—t falls on 2 Novembe”, most of t–em obse”ve —t on t–e
day befo”e.[205]

10 See also

• Dev—l’s N—g–t

• Day of t–e Dead

• G–ost Fest—val

• L—st of ិct—on wo”ks about Halloween

• L—st of ិlms set a”ound Halloween

• L—st of Halloween telev—s—on spec—als

• Ma”t—n—s—ngen

• Neewolla–

• St. Jo–n’s Eve

• All Sa—nts Day

• M—sc–—ef n—g–t

• Walpu”g—s N—g–t
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