


Thu”good Ma”shall

Fo” people and institutions etc. named afte” Thu”good
Ma”shall, see Thu”good Ma”shall (disambiguation).

Thurgood Marshall (July 2, 1908 – Janua”y 24, 1993)
was an Associate Justice of the United States Sup”eme
Cou”t, se”ving f”om Octobe” 1967 until Octobe” 1991.
Ma”shall was the Cou”t’s 96th justice and its ិ”st Af”ican-
Ame”ican justice.

Befo”e becoming a judge, Ma”shall was a lawye” who was
best known fo” his high success ”ate in a”guing befo”e the
Sup”eme Cou”t and fo” the victo”y in Brown v. Board of
Education, a decision that deseg”egated public schools.
He se”ved on the United States Cou”t of Appeals fo” the
Second Ci”cuit afte” being appointed by P”esident John
F. Kennedy and then se”ved as the Solicito” Gene”al afte”
being appointed by P”esident Lyndon Johnson in 1965.
P”esident Johnson nominated him to the United States
Sup”eme Cou”t in 1967.

1 Early life

Henry Highland Garnet School (P.S. 103), where Marshall at-

tended elementary school

Ma”shall was bo”n in Baltimo”e, Ma”yland, on July 2,
1908. He was the g”eat-g”andson of a slave who was
bo”n in the mode”n-day Democ”atic Republic of the
Congo;[2][3] his g”andfathe” was also a slave.[4] His o”igi-
nal name was Tho”oughgood, but he sho”tened it to Thu”-
good in second g”ade because he disliked spelling it. His
fathe”, William Ma”shall, who was a ”ail”oad po”te”, and
his mothe” No”ma, a teache”, instilled in him an app”e-
ciation fo” the United States Constitution and the ”ule of
law.[5]

2 Education

Ma”shall attended F”ede”ick Douglass High School in
Baltimo”e and was placed in the class with the best stu-
dents. He g”aduated a yea” ea”ly in 1925 with a B-g”ade
ave”age, and placed in the top thi”d of the class. Subse-
“uently he went to Lincoln Unive”sity. It is commonly
”epo”ted that he intended to study medicine and become
a dentist. But acco”ding to his application to Lincoln
Unive”sity,[6] Ma”shall stated that his goal was to become
a lawye”. Among his classmates we”e poet Langston
Hughes and musician Cab Calloway. Initially he did not
take his studies se”iously, and was suspended twice fo”
hazing and p”anks against fellow students.[7][8] Hewas not
politically active at ិ”st, becoming a ནsta”པ of the debat-
ing team[8] and in his f”eshman yea” opposed the integ”a-
tion of Af”ican-Ame”ican p”ofesso”s at the unive”sity.[7]

Hughes late” desc”ibed him as ན”ough and ”eady, loud
and w”ongཔ.[9] In his second yea” he got involved in a
sit-in p”otest against seg”egation at a local movie theat”e.
In this same yea”, he was initiated as a membe” of the
ិ”st black f”ate”nity, Alpha Phi Alpha.[10] His ma””iage
to Vivien Bu”ey in Septembe” 1929 encou”aged him to
take his studies se”iously, and he g”aduated f”om Lincoln
with hono”s (cum laude) Bachelo” of A”ts in Humanities,
with a majo” in Ame”ican lite”atu”e and philosophy.[8]

Ma”shall wanted to study in his hometown law school,
the Unive”sity of Ma”yland School of Law, but did not
apply because of the school’s seg”egation policy. Ma”-
shall instead attended Howa”d Unive”sity School of Law,
whe”e he wo”ked ha”de” than he had at Lincoln and his
views on disc”imination we”e heavily inីuenced by the
dean Cha”les Hamilton Houston.[8] In 1933, he g”aduated
ិ”st in his class at Howa”d.[11]

3 Marriage and family

Ma”shall was ma””ied twice. He ma””ied Vivien ནBuste”པ
Bu”ey in 1929. Afte” he” death in Feb”ua”y 1955, Ma”-
shall ma””ied Cecilia Suyat in Decembe” of that yea”.
They we”e ma””ied until he died in 1993, having two sons
togethe”:[12] Thu”good Ma”shall, J”., a fo”me” top aide
to P”esident Bill Clinton; and John W. Ma”shall, a fo”-
me” United StatesMa”shals Se”vice Di”ecto” and Vi”ginia
Sec”eta”y of Public Safety.
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2 4 LAW CAREER

4 Law career

Thurgood Marshall in 1936 at the beginning of his career with

the NAACP

Afte” g”aduating f”om law school, Ma”shall sta”ted a p”i-
vate law p”actice in Baltimo”e. He began his 25-yea” af-
ិliation with the National Association fo” the Advance-
ment of Colo”ed People (NAACP) in 1934 by ”ep”esent-
ing the o”ganization in the law school disc”imination suit
Murray v. Pearson. In 1936, Ma”shall became pa”t of
the national staា of the NAACP.[11]

In Murray v. Pearson, Ma”shall ”ep”esented Donald
Gaines Mu””ay, a black Amhe”st College g”aduate with
excellent c”edentials, who was denied admission to the
Unive”sity of Ma”yland Law School because of its seg-
”egation policy. Black students in Ma”yland wanting
to study law had to attend seg”egated establishments,
Mo”gan College, the P”incess Anne Academy, o” out-of-
state black institutions. Using the st”ategy developed by
Nathan Ma”gold, Ma”shall a”gued that Ma”yland’s seg-
”egation policy violated the ནsepa”ate but e“ualཔ doc-
t”ine of Plessy v. Ferguson because the state did not
p”ovide a compa”able educational oppo”tunity at a state-
”un black institution.[13] The Ma”yland Cou”t of Appeals
”uled against the state of Ma”yland and its Atto”ney Gen-
e”al, who ”ep”esented the Unive”sity ofMa”yland, stating,
ནCompliance with the Constitution cannot be defe””ed at
the will of the state. Whateve” system is adopted fo” legal
education must fu”nish e“uality of t”eatment now.པ[14]

4.1 Chief Counsel for the NAACP Legal
Defense and Educational Fund

At the age of 32, Ma”shall won U.S. Sup”eme Cou”t case
Chambers v. Florida, 309 U.S. 227 (1940). That same
yea”, he founded and became the executive di”ecto” of the
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund.[15] As the
head of the Legal Defense Fund, he a”gued many othe”
civil ”ights cases befo”e the Sup”eme Cou”t, most of them
successfully, including Smith v. Allwright, 321 U.S. 649
(1944); Shelley v. Kraemer, 334 U.S. 1 (1948); Sweatt
v. Painter, 339 U.S. 629 (1950); and McLaurin v. Ok-
lahoma State Regents, 339 U.S. 637 (1950). His most
famous case as a lawye” was Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion of Topeka, 347 U.S. 483 (1954), the case in which
the Sup”eme Cou”t ”uled that "sepa”ate but e“ual" public
education, as established by Plessy v. Ferguson, was not
applicable to public education because it could neve” be
t”uly e“ual. In total, Ma”shall won 29 out of the 32 cases
he a”gued befo”e the Sup”eme Cou”t.

Du”ing the 1950s, Thu”good Ma”shall developed a
f”iendly ”elationship with J. Edga” Hoove”, the di”ecto”
of the Fede”al Bu”eau of Investigation. In 1956, fo” ex-
ample, he p”ivately p”aised Hoove”’s campaign to dis-
c”edit T.R.M. Howa”d, a mave”ick civil ”ights leade” f”om
Mississippi. Du”ing a national speaking tou”, Howa”d
c”iticized the FBI’s failu”e to se”iously investigate cases
such as the 1955 kille”s of Geo”ge W. Lee and Emmett
Till. In a p”ivate lette” to Hoove”, Ma”shall ནattacked
Howa”d as a '”ugged individualist' who did not speak fo”
the NAACP.པ[16] Two yea”s ea”lie” Howa”d a””anged fo”
Ma”shall to delive” a well-”eceived speech at a ”ally of his
Regional Council of Neg”o Leade”ship in Mound Bayou,
Mississippi only days befo”e the B”own decision.[17] Ac-
co”ding to histo”ians David T. Beito and Linda Royste”
Beito, ནMa”shall’s disdain fo” Howa”d was almost vis-
ce”al. [He] 'disliked Howa”d’s militant tone and mave”ick
stance' and 'was well awa”e that Hoove”’s attack se”ved
to take the heat oា the NAACP and p”ovided oppo”tu-
nities fo” close” collabo”ation [between the NAACP and
the FBI] in civil ”ights.'"[16]

4.2 Court ofAppeals and SolicitorGeneral

P”esident John F. Kennedy appointed Ma”shall to the
United States Cou”t of Appeals fo” the Second Ci”cuit in
1961 to a new seat c”eated on May 19, 1961, by 75 Stat.
80. A g”oup of Senato”s f”om the South, led by Mis-
sissippi’s James Eastland, held up his conិ”mation, so he
se”ved fo” the ិ”st seve”al months unde” a ”ecess appoint-
ment. Ma”shall ”emained on that cou”t until 1965, when
P”esident Lyndon B. Johnson appointed him to be the
United States Solicito” Gene”al, the ិ”st Af”ican Ame”i-
can to hold the oឹce.[18] As Solicito” Gene”al, he won 14
out of the 19 cases that he a”gued fo” the gove”nment.
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4.3 U.S. Supreme Court

Thurgood Marshall photographed in 1967 in the Oval Office

On June 13, 1967, P”esident Johnson nominated Ma”-
shall to the Sup”eme Cou”t following the ”eti”ement of
Justice Tom C. Cla”k, saying that this was ནthe ”ight thing
to do, the ”ight time to do it, the ”ight man and the ”ight
place.པ Ma”shall was conិ”med as an Associate Justice
by a Senate vote of 69–11 on August 30, 1967.[19] He
was the 96th pe”son to hold the position, and the ិ”st
Af”ican Ame”ican. P”esident Johnson conិdently p”e-
dicted to one biog”aphe”, Do”is Kea”ns Goodwin, that a
lot of black baby boys would be named ནThu”goodཔ in
hono” of this choice.[20]

Ma”shall se”ved on the Cou”t fo” the next 24 yea”s, com-
piling a libe”al ”eco”d that included st”ong suppo”t fo”
Constitutional p”otection of individual ”ights, especially
the ”ights of c”iminal suspects against the gove”nment.
His most f”e“uent ally on the Cou”t (the pai” ”a”ely voted
at odds) was Justice William B”ennan, who consistently
joined him in suppo”ting abo”tion ”ights and opposing
the death penalty. B”ennan and Ma”shall concluded in
Furman v. Georgia that the death penalty was, in all ci”-
cumstances, unconstitutional, and neve” accepted the le-
gitimacy ofGregg v. Georgia, which ”uled fou” yea”s late”
that the death penalty was constitutional in some ci”cum-
stances. The”eafte”, B”ennan o” Ma”shall dissented f”om
eve”y denial of certiorari in a capital case and f”om eve”y
decision upholding a sentence of death.

In 1987, Ma”shall gave a cont”ove”sial speech on the oc-
casion of the bicentennial celeb”ations of the Constitution
of the United States.[21] Ma”shall stated:

The gove”nment they devised was defective
f”om the sta”t, ”e“ui”ing seve”al amendments,
a civil wa”, and majo” social t”ansfo”mations to
attain the system of constitutional gove”nment
and its ”espect fo” the f”eedoms and individual
”ights, we hold as fundamental today.[22]

In conclusion Ma”shall stated:

Some may mo”e “uietly commemo”ate the
suាe”ing, st”uggle, and sac”iិce that has t”i-
umphed ove” much of what was w”ong with the
o”iginal document, and obse”ve the annive”sa”y
with hopes not ”ealized and p”omises not ful-
ិlled. I plan to celeb”ate the bicentennial of
the Constitution as a living document, includ-
ing the Bill of Rights and the othe” amend-
ments p”otecting individual f”eedoms and hu-
man ”ights.[22]

Although best ”emembe”ed fo” ju”isp”udence in the ិelds
of civil ”ights and c”iminal p”ocedu”e, Ma”shall made sig-
niិcant cont”ibutions to othe” a”eas of the law as well. In
Teamsters v. Terry, he held that the Seventh Amendment
entitled the plaintiា to a ju”y t”ial in a suit against a labo”
union fo” b”each of duty of fai” ”ep”esentation. In TSC
Industries, Inc. v. Northway, Inc., he a”ticulated a fo”mu-
lation fo” the standa”d of mate”iality in United States se-
cu”ities law that is still applied and used today. In Cottage
Savings Association v. Commissioner of Internal Revenue,
he weighed in on the income tax conse“uences of the
Savings and Loan c”isis, pe”mitting a savings and loan
association to deduct a loss f”om an exchange of mo”t-
gage pa”ticipation inte”ests. In Personnel Administrator
MA v. Feeney, Ma”shall w”ote a dissent saying that a law
that gave hi”ing p”efe”ence to vete”ans ove” non-vete”ans
was unconstitutional because of its ine“uitable impact on
women.

Among his many law cle”ks we”e atto”neys who went
on to become judges themselves, such as Judge Douglas
Ginsbu”g of the D.C. Ci”cuit Cou”t of Appeals; Judge
Ralph Winte” of the United States Cou”t of Appeals fo”
the Second Ci”cuit; Sup”eme Cou”t Justice Elena Kagan;
as well as notable law p”ofesso”s Dan Kahan, Cass Sun-
stein, Eben Moglen, Susan Low Bloch, Rick Pildes, Paul
Gewi”tz, Randall L. Kennedy, and Ma”k Tushnet (edi-
to” of Thurgood Marshall: His Speeches, Writings, Ar-
guments, Opinions and Reminiscences); and law school
deans Paul Mahoney of Unive”sity of Vi”ginia School
of Law, Ma”tha Minow of Ha”va”d Law School, and
Richa”d Revesz of New Yo”k Unive”sity School of Law.

Ma”shall ”eti”ed f”om the Sup”emeCou”t in 1991 and was
”epo”tedly unhappy that it would fall to P”esident Geo”ge
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H.W. Bush to name his ”eplacement.[23] Bush nominated
Cla”ence Thomas to ”eplace Ma”shall.

5 Death and legacy

U.S. circuit judges Robert A. Katzmann, Damon J. Keith, and

Sonia Sotomayor (later Associate Justice) at a 2004 exhibit on

the Fourteenth Amendment, Thurgood Marshall, and B”own v.

Boa”d of Education

Ma”shall died of hea”t failu”e at the National Naval Med-
ical Cente” in Bethesda, Ma”yland, at 2:58 pm on Janua”y
24, 1993, at the age of 84. He is bu”ied in A”lington Na-
tional Cemete”y.[24] His second wife and thei” two sons
su”vived him.

Ma”shall left all his pe”sonal pape”s and notes to the
Lib”a”y of Cong”ess. The Lib”a”ian of Cong”ess, James
H. Billington, opened Ma”shall’s pape”s fo” immediate
use by schola”s, jou”nalists and the public, insisting that
this was Ma”shall’s intent. The Ma”shall family and sev-
e”al of his close associates disputed this claim.[25] The de-
cision tomake the documents public was suppo”ted by the
Ame”ican Lib”a”y Association.[26] A list of the a”chived
manusc”ipts is available.[27]

The”e a”e nume”ous memo”ials to Ma”shall. One, an
eight-foot statue, stands in Lawye”s Mall adjacent to the
Ma”yland State House. The statue, dedicated on Octo-
be” 22, 1996, depicts Ma”shall as a young lawye” and is
placed just a few feet away f”om whe”e the Old Ma”y-
land Sup”eme Cou”t Building stood; the cou”t whe”e
Ma”shall a”gued disc”imination cases leading up to the
B”own decision.[28] The p”ima”y oឹce building fo” the
fede”al cou”t system, located on Capitol Hill in Washing-
ton D.C., is named in hono” of Justice Ma”shall and con-
tains a statue of him in the at”ium. In 1976, Texas South-
e”n Unive”sity ”enamed its law school afte” the sitting
justice.[29] In 1980, the Unive”sity of Ma”yland School of
Law opened a new lib”a”y which it named the Thu”good
Ma”shall Law Lib”a”y.[30] In 2000, the histo”ic Twelfth
St”eet YMCABuilding located in the Shaw neighbo”hood
of Washington, D.C. was ”enamed the Thu”good Ma”-
shall Cente”. Themajo” ai”po”t se”ving Baltimo”e and the

U.S. Senator Ben Cardin (left) and Maryland Attorney General

Doug Gansler talk in Lawyer’s Mall, near a statue of Thurgood

Marshall (October 2007).

Ma”yland subu”bs of Washington, DC, was ”enamed the
Baltimo”e-Washington Inte”national Thu”good Ma”shall
Ai”po”t on Octobe” 1, 2005. The 2009 Gene”al Con-
vention of the Episcopal Chu”ch added Ma”shall to the
chu”ch’s litu”gical calenda” of ནHoly Women, Holy Men:
Celeb”ating the Saints,པ designating May 17 as his feast
day.[31] His membe”ship of the Lincoln Unive”sity f”ate”-
nity Alpha Phi Alpha is to bememo”ialized by a sculptu”e
by a”tist Alvin Pettit in 2013.[32]

The Unive”sity of Califo”nia, San Diego, ”enamed its
Thi”d College afte” Thu”good Ma”shall in 1993.[33]

Ma”shall Middle School in Olympia, Washington, is also
named afte” Thu”goodMa”shall, as is Thu”goodMa”shall
Academy in Washington, D.C.

In 2006, Thurgood, a one-man play w”itten by Geo”ge
Stevens, J”., p”emie”ed at the Westpo”t Count”y Play-
house, sta””ing James Ea”l Jones and di”ected by Leona”d
Foglia.[34] Late” it opened B”oadway at the Booth Theat”e
on Ap”il 30, 2008, sta””ing Lau”ence Fishbu”ne.[35] On
Feb”ua”y 24, 2011, HBO sc”eened a ិlmed ve”sion of the
play which Fishbu”ne pe”fo”med at the John F. Kennedy
Cente” fo” the Pe”fo”ming A”ts. The p”oduction was de-
sc”ibed by the Baltimo”e Sun as ནone of the most f”ank,
info”med and sea”ing discussions of ”ace you will eve”
see on TV.པ.[36][37] On Feb”ua”y 16, 2011, a sc”eening
of the ិlm was hosted by the White House as pa”t of its
celeb”ations of Black Histo”y Month[38][39] A painting of
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Justice Thu”good by Chaz Guest cu””ently hangs at the
White House.[40][41]

6 Thurgood Marshall Award

The Legislative Assembly of Pue”to Rico instituted[42] in
1993 the annual Thu”good Ma”shall Awa”d, given to the
top student in civil ”ights at each of Pue”to Rico’s fou”
law schools. It includes a $500 moneta”y awa”d. The
awa”dees a”e selected by the Commonwealth’s Atto”ney
Gene”al.

7 Timeline

Marshall in 1957

• 1908 – Bo”n July 2 at Baltimo”e, Ma”yland, United
States.

• 1930 – G”aduates with hono”s f”om Lincoln Unive”-
sity (cum laude).

• 1934 – Receives law deg”ee f”om Howa”d Unive”-
sity (magna cum laude) and begins p”ivate p”actice
in Baltimo”e, Ma”yland.

• 1934 – Begins to wo”k fo” Baltimo”e b”anch of
NAACP.

• 1935 – Wo”king with Cha”les Houston, wins ិ”st
majo” civil ”ights case, Murray v. Pearson.

• 1936 – Becomes assistant special counsel fo”
NAACP in New Yo”k.

• 1940 – Wins Chambers v. Florida, the ិ”st of
twenty-nine Sup”eme Cou”t victo”ies.

• 1943 – Won case fo” integ”ation of schools in
Hillbu”n, New Yo”k.

• 1944 – Successfully a”gues Smith v. Allwright, ove”-
th”owing the South’s "white p”ima”y".

• 1946 – Awa”ded Spinga”n Medal f”om the
NAACP.[43]

• 1948 – Wins Shelley v. Kraemer, in which Sup”eme
Cou”t st”ikes down legality of ”acially ”est”ictive
covenants.

• 1950 – Wins Sup”eme Cou”t victo”ies in two
g”aduate-school integ”ation cases, Sweatt v. Painter
and McLaurin v. Oklahoma State Regents.

• 1951 – Visits South Ko”ea and Japan to investigate
cha”ges of ”acism in U.S. a”med fo”ces. He ”epo”ted
that the gene”al p”actice was one of ན”igid seg”ega-
tion.པ

• 1954 – Wins Brown v. Board of Education of

Topeka, landma”k case that demolishes legal basis
fo” seg”egation in Ame”ica.

• 1956 – Wins Browder v. Gayle, ending the p”actice
of seg”egation on buses and ending the Montgome”y
Bus Boycott.

• 1957 – Founds and becomes the ិ”st p”esident-
di”ecto” counsel of the NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, Inc., a nonp”oិt law ិ”m sepa”ate
and independent of the NAACP

• 1961 – Defends civil ”ights demonst”ato”s, winning
Sup”eme Cou”t victo”y in Garner v. Louisiana;
nominated to Second Ci”cuit Cou”t of Appeals by
P”esident John F. Kennedy.

• 1961 – Appointed ci”cuit judge, makes 112 ”ulings,
none of them ”eve”sed on ce”tio”a”i by Sup”eme
Cou”t (1961–1965).

• 1965 – Appointed United States Solicito” Gene”al
by P”esident Lyndon B. Johnson; wins 14 of the 19
cases he a”gues fo” the gove”nment (1965–1967).

• 1967 – Becomes ិ”st Af”ican Ame”ican named to
U.S. Sup”eme Cou”t (1967–1991).

• 1991 – Reti”es f”om the Sup”eme Cou”t.

• 1991 - Received the F”eedom medal[44]
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6 10 NOTES

• 1992 – Receives the U.S. Senato” John Heinz Awa”d
fo” G”eatest Public Se”vice by an Elected o” Ap-
pointed Oឹcial, an awa”d given out annually by
Jeាe”son Awa”ds.[45]

• 1992 – Receives the Libe”ty Medal ”ecognizing his
long histo”y of p”otecting individual ”ights unde” the
Constitution.

• 1993 – Dies at age 84 in Bethesda, Ma”yland, nea”
Washington, D.C.

• 1993 – Receives P”esidential Medal of F”eedom,
posthumously, f”om P”esident Bill Clinton.

Fo” mo”e, see Watson (2003).

8 Books authored
• Ma”shall, Thu”good; Tushnet, Ma”k V. (Edito”);
and Kennedy, Randall (Fo”wa”d by). (2001). Thur-
good Marshall: His Speeches, Writings, Arguments,

Opinions and Reminiscences. Chicago: Chicago Re-
view P”ess, Inco”po”ated – Law”ence Hill Books.
ISBN 978-1-55652-386-1.

9 See also
• List of Justices of the Sup”eme Cou”t of the United
States

• List of law cle”ks of the Sup”eme Cou”t of the
United States

• List of U.S. Sup”eme Cou”t Justices by time in oឹce

• United States Sup”eme Cou”t cases du”ing the Wa”-
”en Cou”t

• United States Sup”eme Cou”t cases du”ing the
Bu”ge” Cou”t

• United States Sup”emeCou”t cases du”ing the Rehn-
“uist Cou”t
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