


Ida Bell Wells-Ba”’ett

Ida Bell Wells-Barnett (July 16, 1862 ཊ Ma”c– 25,
1931) was a’ Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ jou”’al—st, ’ewspape”
ed—to”, suា”ag—st, soc—olog—st, a’d a’ ea”ly leade” —’ t–e
c—v—l ”—g–ts ‘ove‘e’t. S–e docu‘e’ted ly’c–—’g —’ t–e
U’—ted States, s–ow—’g t–at —t was ofte’ used as a way
to co’t”ol o” pu’—s– blacks w–o co‘peted w—t– w–—tes,
”at–e” t–a’ be—’g based —’ c”—‘—’al acts by blacks, as
was usually cla—‘ed by w–—te ‘obs.[1] S–e was act—ve —’
wo‘e’ཐs ”—g–ts a’d t–e wo‘e’ཐs suា”age ‘ove‘e’t, es-
tabl—s–—’g seve”al ’otable wo‘e’ཐs o”ga’—zat—o’s. Wells
was a sk—lled a’d pe”suas—ve ”–eto”—c—a’, a’d t”aveled —’-
te”’at—o’ally o’ lectu”e tou”s.[2]

1 Early life and education

Ida Bell Wells was bo”’ a slave —’ Holly Sp”—’gs, M—s-
s—ss—pp— —’ 1862,[3] just befo”e U’—ted States P”es—de’t
Ab”a–a‘ L—’col’ —ssued t–e E‘a’c—pat—o’ P”ocla‘at—o’.
He” fat–e” was Ja‘esWells a’d –e” ‘ot–e” was El—zabet–
ནL—zz—eཔ Wa””e’to’ Wells. Bot– pa”e’ts we”e e’slaved
u’t—l f”eed u’de” t–e P”ocla‘at—o’.[4]

Idaཐs fat–e” Ja‘es was a ‘aste” at ca”pe’t”y; –e was a
ན”ace ‘a’པ w–o wo”ked fo” t–e adva’ce‘e’t of blacks.
He was ve”y —’te”ested —’ pol—t—cs a’d was a ‘e‘be”
of t–e Loyal League. He atte’ded S–aw U’—ve”s—ty —’
Holly Sp”—’gs (’ow Rust College) but d”opped out to –elp
–—s fa‘—ly. He also atte’ded publ—c speec–es a’d ca‘-
pa—g’ed fo” local black ca’d—dates, but ’eve” ”a’ fo” oឹce
–—‘self.[4] He” ‘ot–e” L—zz—e was a cook fo” t–e Boll—’g
–ouse–old befo”e –e” deat– f”o‘ yellow feve”. S–e was a
”el—g—ous wo‘a’ w–o was ve”y st”—ct w—t– –e” c–—ld”e’.

Ida atte’ded S–aw as well but was expelled fo” –e”
”ebell—ous be–av—o” a’d te‘pe” afte” co’f”o’t—’g t–e
college p”es—de’t.[5] W–—le v—s—t—’g –e” g”a’d‘ot–e” —’
t–e M—ss—ss—pp— Valley —’ 1878, Ida, t–e’ aged 16, ”e-
ce—ved wo”d t–at Holly Sp”—’gs –ad suាe”ed a yellow
feve” ep—de‘—c.[5] Bot– –e” pa”e’ts a’d –e” 10-‘o’t–-
old b”ot–e”, Sta’ley, d—ed —’ t–at eve’t, leav—’g –e” a’d
–e” ិve s—bl—’gs o”p–a’ed.

2 Early career

Follow—’g t–e fu’e”als, f”—e’ds a’d ”elat—ves dec—ded t–at
t–e s—x ”e‘a—’—’g Wells c–—ld”e’ s–ould be spl—t up a’d
se’t to va”—ous foste” –o‘es. Ida ”es—sted t–—s solut—o’.
To keep –e” you’ge” s—bl—’gs toget–e” as a fa‘—ly, s–e

d”opped out of S–aw a’d fou’d wo”k as a teac–e” —’
a black ele‘e’ta”y sc–ool. He” pate”’al g”a’d‘ot–e”,
PeggyWells, alo’g w—t– ot–e” f”—e’ds a’d ”elat—ves, stayed
w—t– –e” s—bl—’gs a’d ca”ed fo” t–e‘ du”—’g t–e week
w–—le Ida was away teac–—’g. W—t–out t–—s –elp, s–e
would –ave ’ot bee’ able to keep –e” s—bl—’gs toget–e”.
S–e ”ese’ted t–at —’ t–e seg”egated sc–ool syste‘, w–—te
teac–e”s we”e pa—d $80 a ‘o’t– a’d s–e was pa—d o’ly
$30 a ‘o’t–. T–—s d—sc”—‘—’at—o’ ‘ade –e” ‘o”e —’te”-
ested —’ t–e pol—t—cs of ”ace a’d —‘p”ov—’g t–e educat—o’
of blacks.

I’ 1883, Ida B. Wells took t–”ee of –e” you’ge” s—bl—’gs
to Me‘p–—s, Te’’essee, to l—ve w—t– –e” au’t a’d to be
close” to ot–e” fa‘—ly ‘e‘be”s. S–e also lea”’ed t–at s–e
could ea”’ –—g–e” wages t–e”e as a teac–e” t–a’ —’ M—ss—s-
s—pp—. Soo’ afte” ‘ov—’g, s–e was –—”ed —’Woodstock fo”
t–e S–elby Cou’ty sc–ool syste‘.[6] Du”—’g –e” su‘‘e”
vacat—o’s s–e atte’ded su‘‘e” sess—o’s at F—sk U’—ve”-
s—ty, a –—sto”—cally black college —’ Nas–v—lle; —ts g”aduates
we”e well ”espected —’ t–e black co‘‘u’—ty. S–e also
atte’ded LeMoy’e. S–e –eld st”o’g pol—t—cal op—’—o’s
a’d p”ovoked ‘a’y people w—t– –e” v—ews o’ wo‘e’ཐs
”—g–ts.[7] At 24, s–e w”ote, ནI w—ll ’ot beg—’ at t–—s late
day by do—’g w–at ‘y soul ab–o”s; suga”—’g ‘e’, weak
dece—tful c”eatu”es, w—t– ីatte”y to ”eta—’ t–e‘ as esco”ts
o” to g”at—fy a ”eve’ge.པ[7]

O’ May 4, 1884, a t”a—’ co’ducto” w—t– t–e Me‘p–—s
& C–a”lesto’ Ra—lway o”de”ed Wells to g—ve up –e” seat
—’ t–e ិ”st-class lad—es ca” a’d ‘ove to t–e s‘ok—’g ca”,
w–—c– was al”eady c”owded w—t– ot–e” passe’ge”s. T–e
yea” befo”e, t–e Sup”e‘e Cou”t –ad ”uled aga—’st t–e fed-
e”al C—v—l R—g–ts Act of 1875 (w–—c– –ad ba’’ed ”ac—al
d—sc”—‘—’at—o’ —’ publ—c acco‘‘odat—o’s). T–—s ve”d—ct
allowed ”a—l”oad co‘pa’—es to co’t—’ue ”ac—al seg”egat—o’
of t–e—” passe’ge”s.

Wells ”efused to g—ve up –e” seat, 71 yea”s befo”e t–e ac-
t—v—st Rosa Pa”ks s–owed s—‘—la” ”es—sta’ce o’ a Mo’t-
go‘e”y, Alaba‘a bus. T–e co’ducto” a’d two ‘e’
d”aggedWells out of t–e ca”. W–e’ s–e ”etu”’ed toMe‘-
p–—s, s–e –—”ed a’ Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ atto”’ey to sue t–e
”a—l”oad. Wells ga—’ed publ—c—ty —’ Me‘p–—s w–e’ s–e
w”ote a ’ewspape” a”t—cle fo” The Living Way,a black
c–u”c– weekly, about –e” t”eat‘e’t o’ t–e t”a—’. W–e’
–e” lawye” was pa—d oា by t–e ”a—l”oad,[8] s–e –—”ed a
w–—te atto”’ey. S–e wo’ –e” case o’ Dece‘be” 24, 1884,
w–e’ t–e local c—”cu—t cou”t g”a’ted –e” a $500 awa”d.

T–e ”a—l”oad co‘pa’y appealed to t–e Te’’essee
Sup”e‘e Cou”t, w–—c– ”eve”sed t–e lowe” cou”tཐs ”ul—’g
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—’ 1887. It co’cluded, ནWe t–—’k —t —s ev—de’t t–at t–e
pu”pose of t–e defe’da’t —’ e””o” was to –a”ass w—t– a
v—ew to t–—s su—t, a’d t–at –e” pe”s—ste’ce was ’ot —’ good
fa—t– to obta—’ a co‘fo”table seat fo” t–e s–o”t ”—de.པ[9][10]

Wells was o”de”ed to pay cou”t costs.

W–—le teac–—’g ele‘e’ta”y sc–ool, Wells was oាe”ed a’
ed—to”—al pos—t—o’ fo” t–e Evening Star —’Was–—’gto’, DC.
S–e also w”ote weekly a”t—cles fo” The Living Wayweekly
’ewspape” u’de” t–e pe’ ’a‘e ནIolaཔ a’d ga—’ed a ”epu-
tat—o’ fo” w”—t—’g about t–e ”ace —ssue. I’ 1889, s–e be-
ca‘e co-ow’e” a’d ed—to” of Free Speech and Headlight,
a’ a’t—-seg”egat—o’—st ’ewspape” t–at was sta”ted by t–e
Reve”e’d Taylo” N—g–t—’gale a’d was based at t–e Beale
St”eet Bapt—st C–u”c– —’ Me‘p–—s. It publ—s–ed a”t—cles
about ”ac—al —’just—ce.[11]

I’ 1889 T–o‘as Moss, a f”—e’d of Ida B. Wells, ope’ed
t–e Peopleཐs G”oce”y —’ t–e ནCu”veཔ, a black ’e—g–bo”-
–ood just outs—de t–e Me‘p–—s c—ty l—‘—ts. It d—d well
a’d co‘peted w—t– a w–—te-ow’ed g”oce”y sto”e ac”oss
t–e st”eet. W–—le Wells was out of tow’ —’ Natc–ez, M—s-
s—ss—pp—, a w–—te ‘ob —’vaded –e” f”—e’dsཐ sto”e. Du”—’g
t–e alte”cat—o’, t–”ee w–—te ‘e’ we”e s–ot a’d —’ju”ed.
Moss, a’d two ot–e” black ‘e’, McDowell, a’d Stew-
a”t, we”e a””ested a’d ja—led pe’d—’g t”—al. A la”ge w–—te
ly’c– ‘ob sto”‘ed t–e ja—l a’d k—lled t–e t–”ee ‘e’.

Afte” t–e ly’c–—’g of –e” f”—e’ds, Wells w”ote —’ Free
Speech and Headlight, u”g—’g blacks to leave Me‘p–—s:

T–e”e —s, t–e”efo”e, o’ly o’e t–—’g left to
do; save ou” ‘o’ey a’d leave a tow’ w–—c–
w—ll ’e—t–e” p”otect ou” l—ves a’d p”ope”ty, ’o”
g—ve us a fa—” t”—al —’ t–e cou”ts, but takes us out
a’d ‘u”de”s us —’ cold blood w–e’ accused by
w–—te pe”so’s.[12]

Wells e‘p–as—zed t–e publ—c spectacle of t–e ly’c–—’g.
Mo”e t–a’ 6,000 blacks d—d leave Me‘p–—s; ot–e”s o”ga-
’—zed boycotts of w–—te-ow’ed bus—’esses. Afte” be—’g
t–”eate’ed w—t– v—ole’ce, s–e boug–t a p—stol. S–e late”
w”ote, ནT–ey –ad ‘ade ‘e a’ ex—le a’d t–”eate’ed ‘y
l—fe fo” –—’t—’g at t–e t”ut–.པ[13]

3 Investigative journalism

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Ly’c–—’g —’ t–e U’—ted States

T–e ‘u”de” of –e” f”—e’ds d”ove Wells to ”esea”c–
a’d docu‘e’t ly’c–—’gs a’d t–e—” causes. S–e bega’
—’vest—gat—ve jou”’al—s‘ by look—’g at t–e c–a”ges g—ve’
fo” t–e ‘u”de”s. S–e also oឹc—ally sta”ted –e” a’t—-
ly’c–—’g ca‘pa—g’. S–e spoke o’ t–e —ssue at va”—ous
black wo‘e’ཐs clubs, a’d ”a—sed ‘o”e t–a’ $500 to —’-
vest—gate ly’c–—’gs a’d publ—s– –e” ”esults. Wells fou’d
t–at blacks we”e ly’c–ed fo” suc– ”easo’s as fa—l—’g to

pay debts, ’ot appea”—’g to g—ve way to w–—tes, co‘pet-
—’g w—t– w–—tes eco’o‘—cally, a’d be—’g d”u’k —’ publ—c.
S–e fou’d l—ttle bas—s fo” t–e f”e“ue’t cla—‘ t–at blacks
we”e ly’c–ed because t–ey –ad abused o” assaulted w–—te
wo‘e’. S–e publ—s–ed –e” ិ’d—’gs —’ a pa‘p–let e’t—tled
ནSout–e”’ Ho””o”s: Ly’c– Law —’ All Its P–ases.པ[14] S–e
w”ote a’ a”t—cle t–at suggested t–at, u’l—ke t–e ‘yt– t–at
w–—te wo‘e’ we”e sexually at ”—sk of attacks by black
‘e’, ‘ost l—a—so’s betwee’ black ‘e’ a’d w–—te wo‘e’
we”e co’se’sual. O’ May 27, 1892, w–—le s–e was away
—’ P–—ladelp–—a, a ‘ob dest”oyed t–e oឹces of t–e Free
Speech and Headlight —’ ”etal—at—o’ fo” –e” co’t”ove”s—al
a”t—cles.

Ot–e” stud—es –ave suppo”ted Wellsཐ ិ’d—’gs of ly’c–—’g
as a fo”‘ of co‘‘u’—ty co’t”ol[15] a’d a’alyzed va”—ables
t–at aាect ly’c–—’g. Beck a’d Tol’ayཐs —’ីue’t—al 1990
study fou’d t–e follow—’g: "...[L]y’c–—’gs we”e ‘o”e f”e-
“ue’t —’ yea”s w–e’ t–e ནco’sta’t dolla”པ p”—ce of cot-
to’ was decl—’—’g a’d —’ីat—o’a”y p”essu”e was —’c”eas-
—’g. Relat—ve s—ze of t–e black populat—o’ was also pos—-
t—vely ”elated to ly’c–—’g. We co’clude t–at ‘ob v—ole’ce
aga—’st sout–e”’ blacks ”espo’ded to eco’o‘—c co’d—-
t—o’s aាect—’g t–e ិ’a’c—al fo”tu’es of sout–e”’ w–—tesཋ
espec—ally ‘a”g—’al w–—te fa”‘e”s.པ[16]

Wells ’ext spoke to g”oups —’ New Yo”k C—ty, w–e”e
–e” aud—e’ces —’cluded ‘a’y lead—’g Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’
wo‘e’. O’ Octobe” 5, 1892, a test—‘o’—al d—’’e”
–eld at Ly”—c Hall, o”ga’—zed by pol—t—cal act—v—sts a’d
clubwo‘e’, V—cto”—a Ea”le Matt–ews a’d Ma”—tc–a Re-
‘o’d Lyo’s, ”a—sed s—g’—ិca’t fu’ds fo” Ida B. Wellsཐ
a’t—-ly’c–—’g ca‘pa—g’ a’d led to t–e fou’d—’g of t–e
Wo‘e’ཐs Loyal U’—o’ of New Yo”k a’d B”ookly’.[17][18]

Because of t–e t–”eats to –e” l—fe, s–e ‘oved f”o‘ Me‘-
p–—s to C–—cago. Wells co’t—’ued to wage –e” a’t—-
ly’c–—’g ca‘pa—g’ a’d to w”—te colu‘’s attack—’g Sout–-
e”’ —’just—ces. He” a”t—cles we”e publ—s–ed —’ The New
York Age ’ewspape”. He” w”—t—’gs co’t—’ued to —’ves-
t—gate t–e —’c—de’ts t–at we”e ”efe””ed to as causes fo”
ly’c–—’g black ‘e’.

Toget–e” w—t– F”ede”—ck Douglass a’d ot–e” black lead-
e”s, s–e o”ga’—zed a black boycott of t–e 1893 Wo”ldཐs
Colu‘b—a’ Expos—t—o’ —’ C–—cago, fo” —ts fa—lu”e to col-
labo”ate w—t– t–e black co‘‘u’—ty o’ ex–—b—ts ”ep”ese’t-
—’g Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ l—fe. Wells, Douglass, I”v—’e Ga”-
la’d Pe’’, a’d Fe”d—’a’d Lee Ba”’ett w”ote sect—o’s of
a pa‘p–let to be d—st”—buted t–e”e: ནReaso’s W–y t–e
Colo”ed A‘e”—ca’ Is Not —’ t–e Wo”ldཐs Colu‘b—a’ Ex-
pos—t—o’.པ It deta—led t–e p”og”ess of blacks s—’ce t–e—” a”-
”—val —’ A‘e”—ca a’d also exposed t–e bas—s of Sout–e”’
ly’c–—’gs. Wells late” ”epo”ted to Alb—o’W. Tou”gée t–at
cop—es of t–e pa‘p–let –ad bee’ d—st”—buted to ‘o”e t–a’
20,000 people at t–e fa—”.[19] Afte” t–e Wo”ldཐs Fa—” —’
C–—cago, Wells dec—ded to stay —’ t–e c—ty —’stead of ”e-
tu”’—’g to New Yo”k. T–at yea” s–e sta”ted wo”k w—t– t–e
Chicago Conservator, t–e oldest Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ ’ews-
pape” —’ t–e c—ty.
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Also —’ 1893, Wells co’te‘plated a l—bel su—t aga—’st two
black Me‘p–—s atto”’eys. S–e tu”’ed to Tou”gée, w–o
–ad t”a—’ed a’d p”act—ced as a lawye” a’d judge, fo” poss—-
ble f”ee legal –elp. Deeply —’ debt, Tou”gée could ’ot af-
fo”d to –elp but asked –—s f”—e’d Ba”’ett w–et–e” –e could.
Bo”’ —’ Alaba‘a, Ba”’ett –ad beco‘e t–e ed—to” of t–e
Chicago Conservator —’ 1878. He was a’ ass—sta’t state
atto”’ey fo” 14 yea”s.[20] Ba”’ett accepted t–e pro bono
job.

4 Personal life

Ida B.Wells-Barnett House is a Chicago Landmark and National

Historic Landmark.

I’ 1895, Wells ‘a””—ed Fe”d—’a’d Ba”’ett.[21] S–e was
o’e of t–e ិ”st ‘a””—ed A‘e”—ca’ wo‘e’ to keep –e” ow’
last ’a‘e as well as tak—’g –e” –usba’dཐs.

T–e couple –ad fou” c–—ld”e’: C–a”les, He”‘a’, Ida, a’d
Alf”eda. I’ –e” autob—og”ap–y, A Divided Duty, Wells
desc”—bed t–e d—ឹculty s–e –ad spl—tt—’g –e” t—‘e betwee’
–e” fa‘—ly a’d –e” wo”k. S–e co’t—’ued to wo”k afte” t–e
b—”t– of –e” ិ”st c–—ld, t”avel—’g a’d b”—’g—’g t–e —’fa’t
C–a”les w—t– –e”. Alt–oug– s–e t”—ed to bala’ce –e” wo”ld,
s–e could ’ot be as act—ve —’ –e” wo”k. Susa’ B. A’t–o’y
sa—d s–e see‘ed ནd—st”actedཔ.[22] Afte” –av—’g –e” seco’d
c–—ld, Wells stepped out of –e” tou”—’g a’d publ—c l—fe fo”
a t—‘e, as s–e could ’o lo’ge” bala’ce –e” job w—t– –e”
fa‘—ly.

5 Later public career

Wells ”ece—ved ‘uc– suppo”t f”o‘ ot–e” soc—al act—v—sts
a’d –e” fellow clubwo‘e’. I’ –—s ”espo’se to –e” a”t—-
cle —’ t–e Free Speech, F”ede”—ck Douglass exp”essed ap-
p”oval of –e” wo”k: ནYou –ave do’e you” people a’d‘—’e
a se”v—ce...W–at a ”evelat—o’ of ex—st—’g co’d—t—o’s you”
w”—t—’g –as bee’ fo” ‘e.པ Wells took –e” a’t—-ly’c–—’g
ca‘pa—g’ to Eu”ope w—t– t–e –elp of ‘a’y suppo”te”s.
I’ 1896, Wells fou’ded t–e Nat—o’al Assoc—at—o’ of Col-
o”ed Wo‘e’ཐs Clubs, a’d also co-fou’ded t–e Nat—o’al
Af”o-A‘e”—ca’ Cou’c—l.

I’ 1898, Wells was st”uggl—’g to ‘a’age a –o‘e l—fe a’d
a ca”ee” l—fe, but s–e was st—ll a ិe”ce ca‘pa—g’e” —’ t–e
a’t—-ly’c–—’g c—”cle.[23] T–—s was —llust”ated w–e’ t–e Na-
t—o’al Assoc—at—o’ of Colo”edWo‘e’ཐs club‘et t–at yea”
—’ C–—cago. ToWellsཐ su”p”—se, s–e was ’ot —’v—ted to take
pa”t —’ t–e co’ve’t—o’. W–e’ s–e co’f”o’ted t–e p”es—-
de’t of t–e club, Ma”y C–u”c– Te””ell, s–e was told t–at
t–e wo‘e’ of C–—cago w”ote to say t–at —f Wells we”e to
take pa”t —’ t–e club, t–ey would ’o lo’ge” a—d t–e assoc—-
at—o’. Wells late” lea”’ed t–at Te””ellཐs ow’ co‘pet—t—ve-
’ess played a pa”t.

Afte” t”avel—’g t–”oug– t–e B”—t—s– Isles a’d t–e U’—ted
States teac–—’g a’d lectu”—’g about t–e p”oble‘ of
ly’c–—’g —’ t–e U’—ted States, Wells settled —’ C–—cago
a’d wo”ked to —‘p”ove co’d—t—o’s fo” —ts ”ap—dly g”ow-
—’g Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ populat—o’. People we”e sta”t—’g
to ‘ove out of t–e Sout– to ’o”t–e”’ —’dust”—al c—t—es —’
t–e G”eat M—g”at—o’. Co‘pet—t—o’ fo” jobs a’d –ous-
—’g caused a ”—se —’ soc—al te’s—o’s because of t–e ”ap—d
c–a’ges. Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ ‘—g”a’ts also co‘peted w—t–
a’ expa’d—’g wave of ”u”al —‘‘—g”a’ts f”o‘ Eu”ope,
w–o we”e ’ow —’ co‘pet—t—o’ fo” jobs. Wells spe’t t–e
last t–—”ty yea”s of –e” l—fe —’ C–—cago wo”k—’g o’ u”ba’
”efo”‘. S–e also ”a—sed –e” fa‘—ly a’d wo”ked o’ –e”
autob—og”ap–y. Afte” –e” ”et—”e‘e’t, Wells w”ote –e” au-
tob—og”ap–y, Crusade for Justice (1928).

S–e ’eve” ិ’—s–ed —t; t–e book e’ds —’ t–e ‘—ddle of a
se’te’ce, —’ t–e ‘—ddle of a wo”d. Wells d—ed of u”e‘—a
(k—d’ey fa—lu”e) —’ C–—cago o’Ma”c– 25, 1931, at t–e age
of 68.

6 Europe

Wells took two tou”s to Eu”ope o’ –e” ca‘pa—g’ fo” jus-
t—ce, t–e ិ”st —’ 1893 a’d t–e seco’d —’ 1894. W–—le s–e
was —’ Eu”ope s–e spe’t –e” t—‘e —’ bot– Scotla’d a’d
E’gla’d, w–e”e s–e gave ‘a’y speec–es a’d ’ewspape”
—’te”v—ews.

I’ 1893, Wells we’t to G”eat B”—ta—’ at t–e —’v—tat—o’ of
Cat–e”—’e I‘pey, a B”—t—s– Quake”. A’ oppo’e’t of —‘-
pe”—al—s‘ a’d p”opo’e’t of ”ac—al e“ual—ty, I‘pey wa’ted
to e’su”e t–at t–e B”—t—s– publ—c lea”’ed about t–e p”ob-
le‘ of ly’c–—’g. Wells ”all—ed a ‘o”al c”usade a‘o’g t–e
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B”—t—s–. Alt–oug– Wells a’d –e” speec–es, co‘plete w—t–
at least o’e g”—sly p–otog”ap– s–ow—’g g”—’’—’g w–—te
c–—ld”e’ pos—’g be’eat– a suspe’ded co”pse, caused a st—”
a‘o’g aud—e’ces, t–ey st—ll ”e‘a—’ed doubtful. He” —’te’-
t—o’s we”e to ”a—se ‘o’ey a’d expose t–e U’—ted Statesཐ
p”oble‘ w—t– ly’c–—’g, but Wells was pa—d so l—ttle t–at
s–e could ba”ely pay –e” t”avel expe’ses.[24]

I’ 1894 befo”e leav—’g fo” –e” seco’d v—s—t to G”eat
B”—ta—’, Wells called o’ W—ll—a‘ Pe’’ N—xo’, t–e ed—-
to” of Daily Inter-Ocean. T–—s C–—cago pape” was t–e lo-
cal Republ—ca’ Pa”ty o”ga’ a’d co‘pet—to” to t–e De‘o-
c”at—c Chicago Tribune.[25] T–e Daily Inter-Ocean was
t–e o’ly pape” —’ t–e US t–at pe”s—ste’tly de’ou’ced
ly’c–—’g.[26] Afte” s–e told N—xo’ about –e” pla’’ed tou”
—’ E’gla’d, –e asked –e” to w”—te fo” t–e ’ewspape” w–—le
o’ tou”.[26] S–e beca‘e t–e ិ”st black wo‘a’ to be a
pa—d co””espo’de’t fo” a‘a—’st”ea‘w–—te ’ewspape”.[27]

(Tou”gée –ad bee’ w”—t—’g a colu‘’ fo” t–e sa‘e pape”.)

O’e a”t—cle was ནI’ Pe‘b”oke C–apelཔ.[28] S–e was —’-
v—ted to speak by t–e ‘—’—ste” C. F. Aked. He fou’d
—t d—ឹcult to accept –e” accou’ts, but afte” t”avel—’g to
t–e 1939 New Yo”k Wo”ldཐs Fa—”, ”ead —’ local pape”s
about t–e M—lle” ly’c–—’g —’ Ba”dwell, Ke’tucky. He ”e-
al—zed t–at Wellsཐ accou’ts we”e accu”ate.[29] Wells was
eាect—ve —’ speak—’g to Eu”opea’ aud—e’ces. T–ey we”e
s–ocked to lea”’ about t–e exte’t of v—ole’ce aga—’st
blacks —’ t–e US. Wellsཐ two tou”s to Eu”ope –elped ga—’
suppo”t fo” –e” cause. S–e called fo” t–e fo”‘at—o’ of
g”oups to fo”‘ally p”otest t–e ly’c–—’gs. Wells –elped
catalyze a’t—-ly’c–—’g g”oups —’ Eu”ope, w–—c– t”—ed to
p”ess t–e US to gua”a’tee t–e safety of blacks —’ t–e
Sout–.

7 Willard controversy

T–e Wo‘a’ཐs C–”—st—a’ Te‘pe”a’ce U’—o’ (WCTU),
a p”edo‘—’a’tly w–—te wo‘e’ཐs o”ga’—zat—o’, w—t–
b”a’c–es —’ eve”y state a’d a ‘e‘be”s–—p of ove”
200,000, –ad used t–e —ssue of te‘pe”a’ce to pol—t—c—ze
wo‘e’ w–o saw o”ga’—z—’g fo” suា”age as too ”ad—cal.[30]

F”a’ces W—lla”d was —ts p”es—de’t f”o‘ 1879 to 1898.

Wellsཐ a’t—-ly’c–—’g ca‘pa—g’ b”oug–t t–e two to E’g-
la’d co’cu””e’tly. As Wells desc”—bed t–e –o””o”s of
A‘e”—ca’ ly’c–—’gs, B”—t—s– l—be”als we”e —’c”edulous
t–at A‘e”—ca’ w–—te wo‘e’ suc– as W—lla”d, w–o –ad
bee’ –e”alded —’ t–e E’gl—s– p”ess as t–e ནU’c”ow’ed
Quee’ of A‘e”—ca’ De‘oc”acy,པ would tu”’ a bl—’d eye
to suc– v—ole’ce. Wells accused W—lla”d of be—’g s—le’t
o’ t–e —ssue of ly’c–—’gs, a’d of ‘ak—’g ”ac—al co‘‘e’ts
w–—c– would add fuel to t–e ិ”e of ‘ob v—ole’ce.[31] To
suppo”t –e” publ—c allegat—o’, Wells ”efe””ed to a’ —’te”-
v—ew W—lla”d –ad co’ducted du”—’g a tou” of t–e Sout–
—’ w–—c– W—lla”d –ad cast aspe”s—o’s, bla‘—’g blacks fo”
t–e defeat of te‘pe”a’ce leg—slat—o’. ནT–e colo”ed ”ace
‘ult—pl—es l—ke t–e locusts of Egypt,པ s–e –ad sa—d, a’d

Frances Willard (1839-1898), co-creator of the Woman’s Chris-

tian Temperance Union, its first secretary, and president of the

Chicago WCTU

ནt–e g”og s–op —s —ts ce’te” of powe”... T–e safety of
wo‘e’, of c–—ld–ood, of t–e –o‘e —s ‘e’aced —’ a t–ou-
sa’d local—t—es.པ[31]

I’ ”espo’se, W—lla”d a’d Lady So‘e”set atte‘pted to use
t–e—” —’ីue’ce to keep Wellsཐ co‘‘e’ts out of t–e p”ess.
Wells ”espo’ded by ”eveal—’g t–at desp—te W—lla”dཐs abo-
l—t—o’—st fo”bea”s a’d black f”—e’ds, ’o black wo‘e’ we”e
ad‘—tted to t–e WCTUཐs sout–e”’ b”a’c–es.

T–e d—spute betwee’Wells a’dW—lla”d —’ E’gla’d —’te’-
s—ិed t–e ca‘pa—g’ aga—’st Wells —’ t–e A‘e”—ca’ p”ess.
T–oug– t–e New York Times –ad ”epo”ted o’ Wellsཐ v—s—t
to B”—ta—’ w—t–out ‘uc– co‘‘e’ta”y, t–e pape” ”a’ a’
op—’—o’ p—ece —’ August 1894 —’s—’uat—’g t–at black ‘e’
we”e p”o’e to ”ape a’d decla”—’g t–at Wells was a ནsla’-
de”ous a’d ’asty-‘—’ded‘ulatt”essཔ w–owas look—’g fo”
‘o”e ན—’co‘eཔ t–a’ ནoutco‘e.པ[32] T–ese attacks —’ t–e
A‘e”—ca’ p”ess swayed ‘a’y B”—to’s to Wellsཐ cause. ནIt
—s —dle fo” ‘e’ to say t–at t–e co’d—t—o’s w–—c–M—ssWells
desc”—bes do ’ot ex—st,པ a B”—t—s– ed—to” w”ote. ནW–—tes
of A‘e”—ca ‘ay ’ot t–—’k so; B”—t—s– C–”—st—a’—ty does
a’d all t–e scu””—l—ty of t–e A‘e”—ca’ p”ess wo’'t alte”
t–e facts.པ[33]

Wellsཐ B”—t—s– tou” ult—‘ately led to t–e fo”‘at—o’ of t–e
B”—t—s– A’t—-Ly’c–—’g Co‘‘—ttee, w–—c– —’cluded t–e
Duke of A”gyll, t–e A”c–b—s–op of Ca’te”bu”y, ‘e‘-
be”s of Pa”l—a‘e’t, a’d t–e ed—to”s of The Manchester
Guardian.[33]
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8 Southern Horrors and The Red

Record

Cover of Sout–e”’ Ho””o”s: Ly’c– Law —’ All Its P–ases

I’ 1892 s–e publ—s–ed a pa‘p–let t—tled Southern Hor-
rors: Lynch Law in All Its Phases.[34] Hav—’g exa‘—’ed
‘a’y accou’ts of ly’c–—’g based o’ t–e alleged ན”ape
of w–—te wo‘e’,པ s–e co’cluded t–at Sout–e”’e”s co’-
cocted ”ape as a’ excuse to –—de t–e—” ”eal ”easo’ fo”
ly’c–—’gs: black eco’o‘—c p”og”ess, w–—c– t–”eate’ed
’ot o’ly w–—te Sout–e”’e”sཐ pocketbooks, but also t–e—”
—deas about black —’fe”—o”—ty. T–e ’ot—o’ of black eco-
’o‘—c p”og”ess was a co’te‘po”a”y —ssue —’ t–e Sout–,
w–e”e abst”act Reco’st”uct—o’ laws ofte’ co’ី—cted w—t–
”eal Sout–e”’ ”ac—s‘.

T–e lesso’ t–—s teac–es a’d w–—c– eve”y
Af”o-A‘e”—ca’ s–ould po’de” well, —s t–at a
W—’c–este” ”—ីe s–ould –ave a place of –o’o”
—’ eve”y black –o‘e, a’d —t s–ould be used fo”
t–at p”otect—o’ w–—c– t–e law ”efuses to g—ve.
W–e’ t–e w–—te ‘a’ w–o —s always t–e ag-
g”esso” k’ows –e ”u’s as g”eat a ”—sk of b—t-
—’g t–e dust eve”y t—‘e –—s Af”o-A‘e”—ca’ v—c-
t—‘ does, –e w—ll –ave g”eate” ”espect fo” Af”o-
A‘e”—ca’ l—fe. T–e ‘o”e t–e Af”o-A‘e”—ca’

y—elds a’d c”—’ges a’d begs, t–e ‘o”e –e –as
to do so, t–e ‘o”e –e —s —’sulted, out”aged a’d
ly’c–ed.[14]

The Red Record (1895) —s a 100-page pa‘p–let desc”—b-
—’g ly’c–—’g —’ t–e U’—ted States s—’ce t–e E‘a’c—pa-
t—o’ P”ocla‘at—o’, w–—le also desc”—b—’g blacksཐ st”uggles
s—’ce t–at eve’t. The Red Record beg—’s by expla—’—’g t–e
ala”‘—’g seve”—ty of t–e ly’c–—’g s—tuat—o’ —’ t–e U’—ted
States (w–—c– was at a peak at t–e e’d of t–e 19t– ce’-
tu”y). A’ —g’o”a’ce of ly’c–—’g —’ t–e U.S., acco”d—’g to
Wells-Ba”’ett, developed ove” a spa’ of te’ yea”s du”—’g
t–e Reco’st”uct—o’ e”a. Wells-Ba”’ett talks about slav-
e”y, say—’g t–e black ‘a’ཐs body a’d soul we”e ow’ed
by t–e w–—te ‘a’. T–e soul was dwa”fed by t–e w–—te
‘a’, a’d t–e body was p”ese”ved because of —ts value.
S–e says t–at ནte’ t–ousa’d Neg”oes –ave bee’ k—lled —’
cold blood, w—t–out t–e fo”‘al—ty of jud—c—al t”—al a’d le-
gal execut—o’,པ t–e”efo”e lau’c–—’g –e” ca‘pa—g’ aga—’st
ly’c–—’g —’ t–—s pa‘p–let, The Red Record.

F”ede”—ck Douglass w”ote a’ a”t—cle expla—’—’g t–”ee e”as
of Sout–e”’ ba”ba”—s‘ a’d t–e excuses t–at co—’c—ded
w—t– eac–. Wells-Ba”’ett goes —’to deta—l about eac– ex-
cuse:

• T–e ិ”st excuse t–at Wells expla—’s —s t–e ན’ecess—ty
of t–e w–—te ‘a’ to ”ep”ess a’d sta‘p out alleged
ཏ”ace ”—ots.ཐཔ O’ce t–e C—v—l Wa” e’ded, t–e”e we”e
‘a’y ”—ots supposedly be—’g pla’’ed by blacks;
w–—tes pa’—cked a’d ”es—sted t–e‘ fo”cefully.

• T–e seco’d excuse ca‘e du”—’g t–e Reco’st”uc-
t—o’ E”a: blacks we”e ly’c–ed because w–—tes fea”ed
ནNeg”o Do‘—’at—o’པ a’d wa’ted to stay powe”ful
—’ t–e gove”’‘e’t. Wells-Ba”’ett e’cou”aged t–ose
t–”eate’ed to ‘ove t–e—” fa‘—l—es so‘ew–e”e safe.

• T–e t–—”d excuse was: Blacks –ad ནto be k—lled to
ave’ge t–e—” assaults upo’ wo‘e’.པ Wells-Ba”’ett
expla—’s t–at a’y ”elat—o’s–—p betwee’ a w–—te
wo‘a’ a’d a black ‘a’ was co’s—de”ed ”ape du”-
—’g t–at t—‘e pe”—od. I’ t–—s a”t—cle s–e states: ནNo-
body —’ t–—s sect—o’ of t–e cou’t”y bel—eves t–e old
t–”eadba”e l—e t–at Neg”o ‘e’ ”ape w–—te wo‘e’.པ

Wells-Ba”’ett l—sts fou”tee’ pages of stat—st—cs co’ce”’-
—’g ly’c–—’g do’e f”o‘ 1892 to 1895; s–e also —’cludes
pages of g”ap–—c accou’ts deta—l—’g ly’c–—’gs. S–e c”ed-
—ts t–e ិ’d—’gs to w–—te co””espo’de’ts, w–—te p”ess bu-
”eaus, a’d w–—te ’ewspape”s. The Red Record was a –uge
pa‘p–let, ’ot o’ly —’ s—ze, but —’ —’ីue’ce.

Desp—te Wells-Ba”’ettཐs atte‘pt to ga”’e” suppo”t a‘o’g
w–—te A‘e”—ca’s aga—’st ly’c–—’g, s–e felt –e” ca‘pa—g’
could ’ot ove”tu”’ t–e eco’o‘—c —’te”ests w–—tes –ad —’
us—’g ly’c–—’g as a’ —’st”u‘e’t to ‘a—’ta—’ Sout–e”’ o”-
de” a’d d—scou”age Black p”ospe”—ty, spec—ិcally Black
‘e’ཐs eco’o‘—c ve’tu”es. Ult—‘ately,Wells-Ba”’ett co’-
cluded t–at ”easo’ a’d co‘pass—o’ fo” t–e pl—g–t of t–e

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pamphlet
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Neg”o would ’eve” appeal to Sout–e”’ w–—tes. T–—s pes-
s—‘—s‘, –oweve”, was ’ot defeat—’g. Wells-Ba”’ett ca‘e
to co’clude t–at pe”–aps a”‘ed ”es—sta’ce was t–e Ne-
g”oཐs o’ly defe’se aga—’st ly’c–—’g. S–e lau’c–ed eាo”ts
to ga—’ suppo”t of suc– powe”ful w–—te ’at—o’s as B”—ta—’
to s–a‘e a’d sa’ct—o’ t–e ”ac—st p”act—ces of A‘e”—ca.[35]

9 Wells and W. E. B. Du Bois

T–e l—ves of W. E. B. Du Bo—s a’d Ida B. Wells ofte’ ”a’
alo’g pa”allel t”acks. Bot– used t–e—” jou”’al—st—c w”—t—’g
to co’de‘’ ly’c–—’g. Wells a’d Du Bo—s see‘ed to d—s-
ag”ee o’ t–e sto”y of w–y –e” ’a‘e d—d ’ot appea” o’ t–e
o”—g—’al l—st of NAACP fou’de”s. Du Bo—s —‘pl—ed t–at
Wells –ad c–ose’ ’ot to be —’cluded.[36] But, —’ –e” au-
tob—og”ap–y, Wells co‘pla—’s t–at Du Bo—s del—be”ately
excluded –e” f”o‘ t–e l—st.[37]

10 Legacy and honors

T–”oug–out –e” l—fe, Wells was ‘—l—ta’t —’ –e” de‘a’ds
fo” e“ual—ty a’d just—ce fo” Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’s a’d —’-
s—sted t–at t–e Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ co‘‘u’—ty to w—’ jus-
t—ce t–”oug– —ts ow’ eាo”ts. S—’ce –e” deat–, —’te”est —’
–e” l—fe a’d legacy –as g”ow’.

He” l—fe —s t–e subject of Constant Star (2006), a w—dely
pe”fo”‘ed ‘us—cal d”a‘a by Tazewell T–o‘pso’.[38]

T–e play su‘s –e” up:

...A wo‘a’ bo”’ —’ slave”y, s–e would
g”ow to beco‘e o’e of t–e g”eat p—o’ee” ac-
t—v—sts of t–e C—v—l R—g–ts ‘ove‘e’t. A p”e-
cu”so” of Rosa Pa”ks, s–e was a suា”ag—st,
’ewspape” ed—to” a’d publ—s–e”, —’vest—gat—ve
jou”’al—st, co-fou’de” of t–e NAACP, pol—t—cal
ca’d—date, ‘ot–e”, w—fe, a’d t–e s—’gle ‘ost
powe”ful leade” —’ t–e a’t—-ly’c–—’g ca‘pa—g’
—’ A‘e”—ca. A dy’a‘—c, co’t”ove”s—al, te‘-
pe”a‘e’tal, u’co‘p”o‘—s—’g ”ace wo‘a’, s–e
b”oke b”ead a’d c”ossed swo”ds w—t– so‘e of
t–e ‘ove”s a’d s–ake”s of –e” t—‘e: F”ede”—ck
Douglass, Susa’ B. A’t–o’y, Ma”cus Ga”vey,
Booke” T. Was–—’gto’, W. E. B. Du Bo—s,
F”a’ces W—lla”d, a’d P”es—de’t McK—’ley. By
a’y fa—” assess‘e’t, s–e was a se‘—’al ិgu”e —’
Post-Reco’st”uct—o’ A‘e”—ca.

I’ 1941, t–e Publ—c Wo”ks Ad‘—’—st”at—o’ (PWA) bu—lt a
C–—cago Hous—’g Aut–o”—ty publ—c –ous—’g p”oject —’ t–e
B”o’zev—lle ’e—g–bo”–ood o’ t–e sout– s—de —’ C–—cago;
—t was ’a‘ed t–e Ida B. Wells Ho‘es —’ –e” –o’o”. T–e
bu—ld—’gs we”e de‘ol—s–ed —’ August 2011.[39]

O’ Feb”ua”y 1, 1990, t–e U’—ted States Postal Se”v—ce
—ssued a 25-ce’t postage sta‘p —’ –e” –o’o”.[40] I’ 2002,

Moleិ Kete Asa’te l—stedWells o’ –—s l—st of 100G”eatest
Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’s.[41]

11 See also

• Ida B. Wells-Ba”’ett House

• L—st of c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”s

• L—st of suា”ag—sts a’d suា”agettes

• L—st of wo‘e’ཐs ”—g–ts act—v—sts

• T—‘el—’e of t–e Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ C—v—l R—g–ts
Move‘e’t

• T—‘el—’e of wo‘e’ཐs suា”age

12 Selected publications

• Wells, Ida B. (1895). The Red Record: Tabu-

lated Statistics and Alleged Causes of Lynching in the

United States.

• Wells, Ida B. (1892). Southern Horrors: Lynch Law
in All Its Phases.

13 Notes
[1] ནIda B. Wells Speaks Out Aga—’st Ly’c–—’gཔ, —’ Susa’

Wa”e, ed. Modern AmericanWomen: a Documentary His-

tory

[2] ནGu—de to t–e Ida B. Wells Pape”s 1884-1976པ. University

of Chicago Library. Ret”—eved 21 Ma”c– 2015.

[3] ནIda B. Wells Ba”’ett b—og”ap–yཔ. Women in History.

Wo‘e’ I’ H—sto”y O–—o. Ret”—eved 21 Ma”c– 2015.

[4] Je’’—fe” McB”—de, Ida B.Wells: Crusade for Justice (ិl‘),

Webste” U’—ve”s—ty. Accessed Ap”—l 31, 2011.

[5] ནIda B. Wells-Ba”’ettཔ. Af”—ca W—t–—’. Ret”—eved Ju’e

22, 2010.

[6] Pat”—c—a A. Sc–ec–te”, Ida B. Wells-Barnett and American

Reform, 1880-1930, Accessed Ap”—l 31, 2011.

[7] Bay, p. 67.

[8] F”—da’, D, & F”—da’, J. (2000). Ida B. Wells: Mother of

the Civil Rights Movement. New Yo”k: Houg–to’ M—ឺ—’

Ha”cou”t, p. 21. ISBN 0-395-89898-6

[9] Southwestern Reporter, Volu‘e 4, May 16-August 1, 1887

[10] The Southwestern reporter - West Publishing Company -

Google Books. Books.google.co‘. Ret”—eved 2012-05-

12.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._E._B._Du_Bois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tazewell_Thompson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosa_Parks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Douglass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Douglass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susan_B._Anthony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcus_Garvey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Booker_T._Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._E._B._Du_Bois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frances_Willard_(suffragist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_McKinley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reconstruction_Era
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_Works_Administration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Housing_Authority
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Housing_project
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronzeville,_Chicago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ida_B._Wells_Homes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Postal_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postage_stamp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molefi_Kete_Asante
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/100_Greatest_African_Americans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/100_Greatest_African_Americans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ida_B._Wells-Barnett_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_civil_rights_leaders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_suffragists_and_suffragettes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_women%2527s_rights_activists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_the_African-American_Civil_Rights_Movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_the_African-American_Civil_Rights_Movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_women%2527s_suffrage
https://archive.org/details/theredrecord14977gut
https://archive.org/details/theredrecord14977gut
https://archive.org/details/theredrecord14977gut
https://archive.org/details/southernhorrors14975gut
https://archive.org/details/southernhorrors14975gut
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/scrc/findingaids/view.php?eadid=ICU.SPCL.IBWELLS
http://www.womeninhistoryohio.com/ida-b-wells-barnett.html
http://www.webster.edu/~woolflm/idabwells.html
http://www.africawithin.com/bios/ida_wells.htm
http://www.ibiblio.org/uncpress/chapters/schechter_ida.html
http://www.ibiblio.org/uncpress/chapters/schechter_ida.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0395898986
http://books.google.com/books?id=bBgLAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA5&lpg=PA5&dq=%2522that+her+persistence+was+not+in+good+faith+to+obtain%2522&source=bl&ots=B1WkhDyQgE&sig=jtbEDpJe93FEHpAmzMS_yoot_Eo&hl=en&sa=X&ei=o4kUT-K9MJDbiAK6yumlDQ&ved=0CCsQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=%2522that%2520her%2520persistence%2520was%2520not%2520in%2520good%2520faith%2520to%2520obtain%2522&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=bBgLAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA5&lpg=PA5&dq=%2522that+her+persistence+was+not+in+good+faith+to+obtain%2522&source=bl&ots=B1WkhDyQgE&sig=jtbEDpJe93FEHpAmzMS_yoot_Eo&hl=en&sa=X&ei=o4kUT-K9MJDbiAK6yumlDQ&ved=0CCsQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=%2522that%2520her%2520persistence%2520was%2520not%2520in%2520good%2520faith%2520to%2520obtain%2522&f=false


7

[11] Lee D. Bake”, ནIda B. Wells-Ba”’ett a’d He” Pass—o’

fo” Just—ceཔ, Faculty webpage, Duke U’—ve”s—ty, Accessed

Ap”—l 31, 2011

[12] Wells 63

[13] Wald”ep, C–”—stop–e” (Ja’ua”y 1, 2006). Lynching in

America: A History in Documents. NYU P”ess. p. 131.

Ret”—eved Feb”ua”y 24, 2015.

[14] Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in All Its Phases

[15] Pfe—fe”, M—c–ael J. Rough Justice: Lynching and American

Society, 1874–1947, C–—cago: U’—ve”s—ty of Ill—’o—s P”ess,

2004, p. 30

[16] E.M. Beck, S.E. Tol’ay, ནT–e k—ll—’g ិelds of t–e deep

sout–: t–e ‘a”ket fo” cotto’ a’d t–e ly’c–—’g of blacks,

1882-1930པ, American Sociological Review, 1990, p. 526

- v—a JSTOR

[17] Pete”so’, Ca”la (2011). Black Gotham: A Family His-

tory of African Americans in Nineteenth-Century NewYork

City. New Have’: Yale U’—ve”s—ty P”ess. pp. 354ཊ355.

ISBN 978-0-300-16255-4.

[18] Te”bo”g-Pe’’, Rosaly’ (1998). African AmericanWomen

in the struggle for the vote 1850-1920. I’d—a’a U’—ve”s—ty

P”ess. p. 87. ISBN 9780253333780.

[19] Ell—ott, 239-40.

[20] Ell—ott, 239.

[21] ནM—ss Ida B. Wells About to ‘a””y.པ. Was–—’gto’ Post.

Ju’e 13, 1895. Ret”—eved 2008-05-09.

[22] T—c–—, Cecel—a (2011). Civic passions : seven who

launched progressive america. C–apel H—ll: U’—v Of

No”t– Ca”ol—’a P”. p. 340. ISBN 978-0-8078-7191-1.

[23] ནP”otests Aga—’st Maysv—lle Ly’c–—’gཔ (1899, Dece‘be”

9). The Washington Post, (1877-1954), p. 4. Ret”—eved

Dece‘be” 23, 2008, f”o‘ P”oQuest H—sto”—cal Newspa-

pe”s, The Washington Post (1877 - 1992) database (Doc-

u‘e’t ID: 190136962).

[24] Ell—ott, 240-41.

[25] Ell—ott, 232.

[26] Wells, p. 125.

[27] Ell—ott, 242.

[28] Wells, pp. 128-129.

[29] Wells, p. 129.

[30] G—dd—’gs. 1984, p. 90

[31] G—dd—’gs. 1984, p. 91

[32] ནB”—t—s– A’t—-Ly’c–e”sཔ. New York Times. August 2,

1894. Ret”—eved May 23, 2014.

[33] G—dd—’gs. 1984, p. 92.

[34] Bake”, Lee D. (Feb”ua”y 2012). ནIda B. Wells-Ba”’ett:

F—g–t—’g a’dW”—t—’g fo” Just—ceཔ. eJournal USA (U.S. De-

pa”t‘e’t of State) 16 (6): 6-8. Ret”—eved 1 Ma”c– 2015.

[35] Cu””y, To‘‘y J. (2012). ནT–e Fo”tu’e of Wells: Ida B.

Wells-Ba”’ettཐs Use of T. T–o‘as Fo”tu’eཐs P–—losop–y

of Soc—al Ag—tat—o’ as a P”olego‘e’o’ to M—l—ta’t C—v—l

R—g–ts Act—v—s‘.པ. Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce

Society 48 (4): 456ཊ482.

[36] Du Bo—s, Dusk of Dawn; an Essay toward an Autobiogra-

phy of a Race Concept, 224.

[37] Wells-Ba”’ett a’d Duste”, Crusade for Justice: The Auto-

biography of Ida B. Wells, 322.

[38] Gates, A’—ta (July 23, 2006). ནCONSTANT STAR - Re-

v—ewཔ. T–e New Yo”k T—‘es. Ret”—eved 2010-06-22.

[39] ནIda B. Wells Ho‘es C–—cago, Ill—’o—sཔ. W—k—‘ap—a.o”g.

Ret”—eved May 12, 2012.

[40] ནWo‘e’ Subjects o’ U’—ted States Postage Sta‘psཔ

(PDF). U’—ted States Postal Se”v—ce. p. 3. Ret”—eved

2010-06-22.

[41] Asa’te, Moleិ Kete (2002). 100 Greatest African Ameri-

cans: A Biographical Encyclopedia. A‘–e”st, New Yo”k.

P”o‘et–eus Books. ISBN 1-57392-963-8.

14 References

• Bay, M—a (2009). To Tell the Truth Freely: the life
of Ida B. Wells. New Yo”k: H—ll & Wa’g. ISBN
978-0-8090-9529-2.

• Buec–le”, S. M. (1951). Women’s Movements in The
United States, New B”u’sw—ck: Rutge”s U’—ve”s—ty
P”ess.

• Ca‘pbell, Ka”ly’ Ko–”s. ནStyle a’d Co’te’t —’
t–e R–eto”—c of Ea”ly Af”o-A‘e”—ca’ Fe‘—’—sts.པ
Quarterly Journal of Speech 72.4 (1986): 434-445.
MLA I’te”’at—o’al B—bl—og”ap–y. EBSCO. Web. 2
May 2011.

• Cu””y, To‘‘y J. (2012). ནT–e Fo”tu’e of Wells:
Ida B. Wells-Ba”’ettཐs Use of T. T–o‘as Fo”tu’eཐs
P–—losop–y of Soc—al Ag—tat—o’ as a P”olego‘e’o’
to M—l—ta’t C—v—l R—g–ts Act—v—s‘,པ Transactions of
the Charles S. Peirce Society 48.4: 456-482.

• Dav—s, E. L. (1922). The Story of the Illinois Fed-
eration of Colored Women’s Clubs, C–—cago: Ill—’o—s
Fede”at—o’ of Colo”ed Wo‘e’ཐs Clubs.

• Ell—ott, Ma”k. Color-Blind Justice: Albion Tourgée
and the Quest for Racial Equality from the Civil War

to Plessey v. Ferguson. New Yo”k: Oxfo”d U’—ve”-
s—ty P”ess (2006).

• Ge”e, A. R., & Robb—’s, S. R. (1996). ནGe’de”ed
L—te”acy —’ Black a’d W–—te: Tu”’-of-t–e-Ce’tu”y
Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ a’d Eu”opea’ A‘e”—ca’ Club
Club Wo‘e’ཐs P”—’ted Textཔ, Signs, 643-648.

http://www.duke.edu/~ldbaker/classes/AAIH/caaih/ibwells/ibwbkgrd.html
http://www.duke.edu/~ldbaker/classes/AAIH/caaih/ibwells/ibwbkgrd.html
https://www.worldcat.org/title/lynching-in-america-a-history-in-documents/oclc/60644646&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/lynching-in-america-a-history-in-documents/oclc/60644646&referer=brief_results
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/14975/14975-h/14975-h.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-300-16255-4
https://www.worldcat.org/title/black-gotham-a-family-history-of-african-americans-in-nineteenth-century-new-york-city/oclc/664840167
https://www.worldcat.org/title/black-gotham-a-family-history-of-african-americans-in-nineteenth-century-new-york-city/oclc/664840167
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780253333780
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost_historical/access/196565212.html?dids=196565212:196565212&FMT=CITE&FMTS=CITE:FT&date=JUN+13%252C+1895&author=&pub=The+Washington+Post&desc=Miss+Ida+B.+Wells+About+to+Marry.&pqatl=google
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-8078-7191-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Washington_Post
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ProQuest
http://select.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=F10C1FFC3E5515738DDDAB0894D0405B8485F0D3
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/amgov/30145/publications-english/Black_Women_Leaders_eJ.pdf
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/amgov/30145/publications-english/Black_Women_Leaders_eJ.pdf
http://theater.nytimes.com/mem/theater/treview.html?_r=2&res=950CE5DA143FF930A15754C0A9609C8B63&fta=y
http://theater.nytimes.com/mem/theater/treview.html?_r=2&res=950CE5DA143FF930A15754C0A9609C8B63&fta=y
http://wikimapia.org/91552/Ida-B-Wells-Homes
http://www.usps.com/postalhistory/_pdf/WomenStampSubjects.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/1573929638
http://books.google.com/books?id=sqf-y9pcfsEC&lpg=PP1&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=sqf-y9pcfsEC&lpg=PP1&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-8090-9529-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quarterly_Journal_of_Speech
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Signs_(journal)


8 16 EXTERNAL LINKS

• G—dd—’gs, P. J. (2008). Ida, A Sword Among Lions:

Ida B. Wells and the Campaign Against Lynching

(New Yo”k: A‘—stad/Ha”pe”Coll—’s, 2008, ISBN
0060797363).

• He’d”—cks, W. A. (1998). Gender, Race, and Poli-
tics in the Midwest, Bloo‘—’gto’: I’d—a’a U’—ve”s—ty
P”ess.

• McCa‘‘o’, H. (2003). ནT–e C–a’g—’g Tact—cal
Repe”to—”e of t–e U.S. Wo‘e’ཐs Suា”age Move-
‘e’tsཔ, Social Forces, 787-813.

• McMu””ay, L. O. (1998). To Keep the Waters Trou-
bled, New Yo”k: Oxfo”d U’—ve”s—ty P”ess.

• Pa”ke”, Maega’. (2008) ནDes—”—’g C—t—ze’s–—p: A
R–eto”—cal A’alys—s of t–e Wells/W—lla”d Co’t”o-
ve”syཔ,Women’s Studies in Communication 31.1, 56-
78.

• Royste”, J. J. (1997). Southern Horrors and Other

Writings, New Yo”k: Bedfo”d.

• Wells, Ida B. (1970). Alf”eda M. Duste”. ed. Cru-
sade For Justice: The Autobiography of Ida B. Wells.
Neg”o A‘e”—ca’ B—og”ap–—es a’d Autob—og”ap–—es
Se”—es. Jo–’ Hope F”a’kl—’, Se”—es Ed—to”. C–—cago:
U’—ve”s—ty of C–—cago P”ess. ISBN 0-226-89342-1.
–ttp://lcc’.loc.gov/73108837. Ret”—eved 2008-12-
23.

• Zackod’—k, Te”esa. (2005). ནIda B. Wells a’d
ཏA‘e”—ca’ At”oc—t—esཐ —’ B”—ta—’པ, Women’s Studies
International Forum 28.4, 259-273.

15 Further reading

• Wo”ks by Ida B. Wells at P”oject Gute’be”g

• The Memphis Diary of Ida B. Wells, ‘e‘o—”s, t”avel
’otes a’d selected a”t—cles (Beaco’ P”ess, 1995)

• Ida B. Wells, ནLy’c– Lawཔ (1893), H—sto”y Is a
Weapo’ Webs—te

• I. B. Wells ནA Red Reco”d. Tabulated Stat—st—cs a’d
Alleged Causes of Ly’c–—’gs —’ t–e U’—ted States,
1892-1893-1894. Respectfully Sub‘—tted to t–e
N—’etee’t– Ce’tu”y C—v—l—zat—o’ —’ 't–e La’d of t–e
F”ee a’d t–e Ho‘e of t–e B”ave' . C–—cago: Do’o-
–ue a’d He’’ebe””y, 1895.པ No”t–e”’ Ill—’o—s U’—-
ve”s—ty L—b”a”—es d—g—t—zat—o’ P”ojects.

• ནIda B. Wells - Ill—’o—s Du”—’g t–e G—lded Age,
1866-1896པ. No”t–e”’ Ill—’o—s U’—ve”s—t], Ill—’o—s
H—sto”—cal D—g—t—zat—o’ P”ojects at No”t–e”’ Ill—’o—s
U’—ve”s—ty L—b”a”—es. Ret”—eved Ma”c– 28, 2008.

• Lee D. Bake”. ནIda B. Wells-Ba”’ett(1862-1931)
a’d He” Pass—o’ fo” Just—ce, Black Wo‘e’, Af”—ca’
A‘e”—ca’Wo‘e’, Suាe”age, [s—c] Wo‘e’ཐs Move-
‘e’t, C—v—l R—g–ts Leade”sཔ. Duke U’—ve”s—ty. Re-
t”—eved 2007-12-09.

• Al—so’ S–ay. ནRe‘e‘be”—’g Ida B. Wells-Ba”’ettཔ.
U’—ve”s—ty of No”t– Ca”ol—’a at C–apel H—ll. Re-
t”—eved 2012-09-29.

• Dav—dso’, Ja‘es West. 'They say': Ida B. Wells and
the Reconstruction of Race. Oxfo”dU’—ve”s—ty P”ess,
2009. ISBN 978-0-19-516021-5

• Pat”—c—a A. Sc–ec–te”. ནIda B. Wells-Ba”’ett a’d
A‘e”—ca’ Refo”‘, 1880-1930པ. U’—ve”s—ty of
No”t– Ca”ol—’a P”ess. Ret”—eved 2015-02-18.

16 External links
• Med—a ”elated to Ida B. Wells at W—k—‘ed—a Co‘-
‘o’s

• Wo”ks ”elated to Ida B. Wells at W—k—sou”ce

• Wo”ks by Ida B. Wells at P”oject Gute’be”g

• Wo”ks by o” about Ida B. Wells at I’te”’et A”c–—ve

• Wo”ks by Ida B. Wells at L—b”—Vox (publ—c do‘a—’

aud—obooks)

• Booknotes —’te”v—ew w—t– L—’da McMu””y o’ To

Keep the Waters Troubled: The Life of Ida B. Wells,
Septe‘be” 26, 1999.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paula_Giddings
http://www.amazon.com/Ida-Sword-Campaign-Against-Lynching/dp/0060797363/ref=ntt_at_ep_dpt_3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0060797363
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0060797363
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%2527s_Studies_in_Communication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hope_Franklin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0226893421
http://lccn.loc.gov/73108837
http://www.gutenberg.org/author/Ida+B.+Wells-Barnett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_Gutenberg
http://books.google.com/books?id=PjqS0NaN-4gC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/wellslynchlaw.html
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/philologic/navigate.pl?lincoln.4639
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/philologic/navigate.pl?lincoln.4639
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/philologic/navigate.pl?lincoln.4639
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/philologic/navigate.pl?lincoln.4639
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/philologic/navigate.pl?lincoln.4639
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/philologic/navigate.pl?lincoln.4639
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/philologic/navigate.pl?lincoln.4639
http://dig.lib.niu.edu/gildedage/idabwells/index.html
http://dig.lib.niu.edu/gildedage/idabwells/index.html
http://www.duke.edu/~ldbaker/classes/AAIH/caaih/ibwells/ibwbkgrd.html
http://www.duke.edu/~ldbaker/classes/AAIH/caaih/ibwells/ibwbkgrd.html
http://www.duke.edu/~ldbaker/classes/AAIH/caaih/ibwells/ibwbkgrd.html
http://www.duke.edu/~ldbaker/classes/AAIH/caaih/ibwells/ibwbkgrd.html
https://lcrm.lib.unc.edu/blog/index.php/2012/07/16/remembering-ida-b-wells-barnett/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780195160215
http://www.ibiblio.org/uncpress/chapters/schechter_ida.html
http://www.ibiblio.org/uncpress/chapters/schechter_ida.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Ida%2520B.%2520Wells
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Special:Search/Ida%2520B.%2520Wells
http://www.gutenberg.org/author/Wells-Barnett,+Ida+B.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_Gutenberg
https://archive.org/search.php?query=%2528subject%253A%2522Wells%252C%2520Ida%2520B.%2522%2520OR%2520subject%253A%2522Wells%252C%2520Ida%2520B%252E%2522%2520OR%2520subject%253A%2522Wells%252C%2520I%252E%2520B%252E%2522%2520OR%2520subject%253A%2522Ida%2520B.%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520subject%253A%2522Ida%2520B%252E%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520subject%253A%2522I%252E%2520B%252E%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520subject%253A%2522Wells%252C%2520Ida%2522%2520OR%2520subject%253A%2522Ida%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520creator%253A%2522Ida%2520B.%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520creator%253A%2522Ida%2520B%252E%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520creator%253A%2522I%252E%2520B%252E%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520creator%253A%2522I%252E%2520B.%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520creator%253A%2522Wells%252C%2520Ida%2520B.%2522%2520OR%2520creator%253A%2522Wells%252C%2520Ida%2520B%252E%2522%2520OR%2520creator%253A%2522Wells%252C%2520I%252E%2520B%252E%2522%2520OR%2520creator%253A%2522Wells%252C%2520I%252E%2520B.%2522%2520OR%2520creator%253A%2522Ida%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520creator%253A%2522Wells%252C%2520Ida%2522%2520OR%2520title%253A%2522Ida%2520B.%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520title%253A%2522Ida%2520B%252E%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520title%253A%2522I%252E%2520B%252E%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520title%253A%2522Ida%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520description%253A%2522Ida%2520B.%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520description%253A%2522Ida%2520B%252E%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520description%253A%2522I%252E%2520B%252E%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520description%253A%2522Wells%252C%2520Ida%2520B.%2522%2520OR%2520description%253A%2522Wells%252C%2520Ida%2520B%252E%2522%2520OR%2520description%253A%2522Ida%2520Wells%2522%2520OR%2520description%253A%2522Wells%252C%2520Ida%2522%2529%2520OR%2520%2528%25221862-1931%2522%2520AND%2520Wells%2529
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Archive
http://librivox.org/author/9437
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LibriVox
http://www.booknotes.org/Watch/152229-1/Linda+McMurry.aspx
http://www.booknotes.org/Watch/152229-1/Linda+McMurry.aspx
http://www.booknotes.org/Watch/152229-1/Linda+McMurry.aspx


9

17 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

17.1 Text
• Ida B. Wells Source: –ttp://e’.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/Ida%20B.%20Wells?old—d=652928419 Contributors: Mag’us Ma’ske, Elo“ue’ce,
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