


PDF generated using the open source mwlib toolkit. See http://code.pediapress.com/ for more information.

PDF generated at: Mon, 20 Jan 2014 04:42:02 UTC

Barry White



Barry White 1

Barry White

Barry White

White in 1974

Background information

Birth name Barry Eugene Carter

Born September 12, 1944

Galveston, Texas, United States

Died July 4, 2003 (aged 58)

Los Angeles, California, United States

Genres Soul, disco, funk, R&B

Occupations Singer-songwriter, record producer, arranger, musician

Instruments Piano, keyboards, vocals, drums, recorder

Years active 1960–2003

Labels 20th Century, Unlimited Gold, Casablanca, Mercury, Private Music/BMG, A&M, Eagle

Associated acts Love Unlimited, The Love Unlimited Orchestra, Isaac Hayes, Gerald LeVert, Marvin Gaye, Michael Jackson, The Banana Splits

Website
barrywhite.com 

[1]

Barry White, born Barry Eugene Carter (September 12, 1944 – July 4, 2003), was an American composer and

singer-songwriter.

A two-time Grammy Award-winner known for his distinctive bass voice and romantic image, White's greatest

success came in the 1970s as a solo singer and with the Love Unlimited Orchestra, crafting many enduring soul,

funk, and disco songs such as his two biggest hits, "You're the First, the Last, My Everything" and "Can't Get

Enough of Your Love, Babe." Along with Isaac Hayes, White is considered by Allmusic.com as a pioneer of disco

music in the early 1970s.

During the course of his career in the music business, White achieved 106 gold albums worldwide, 41 of which also

attained platinum status. White had 20 gold and 10 platinum singles, with worldwide sales in excess of 100 million,

according to critics Ed Hogan and Wade Kergan.
[2] 

His influences included Rev. James Cleveland, Ray Charles,

Aretha Franklin plus Motown artists The Supremes, The Four Tops and Marvin Gaye.
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Early life

Barry White was born Barry Eugene Carter in Galveston, Texas,
[3] 

and grew up in the high-crime areas of South

Central Los Angeles. White was the elder of two brothers; his brother Darryl is 13 months younger. He grew up

listening to his mother's classical music collection, and first took to the piano emulating what he heard on the

records. His introduction to music led to him playing piano on Jesse Belvin's 1956 hit single, "Goodnight My

Love."
[4]

White recalled that, "[As a child] I had a normal squeaky kid voice. Then as a teenager, that completely changed. My

mother cried because she knew her baby boy had become a man."

Gang life and jail sentence

During his teenage years, White and his brother got involved with crime and gang activity. At the age of 17, he was

jailed for four months for stealing $30,000 worth of Cadillac tires.

While in jail, White listened to Elvis Presley singing "It's Now or Never" on the radio,
[5] 

an experience he later

credited with changing the course of his life.
[6]

Music career

The 1960s

After his release from jail, he left gang life and began a musical career at the dawn of the 1960s in singing groups.

He first released "Too Far to Turn Around" in 1960 as part of The Upfronts before working for various small

independent labels in Los Angeles. He also recorded several singles under his own name in the early 1960s, backed

by vocal groups the Atlantics (for the Rampart and Faro labels) and the Majestics (for the Linda and Jordan labels).

Bob Keane of Del-Fi Records – the man who discovered Ritchie Valens – hired him as an A&R man in the

mid-1960s, and White started working with the label's artists including Viola Wills and The Bobby Fuller Four, as a

songwriter, session musician, and arranger. He discovered singer Felice Taylor and arranged her song "I Feel Love

Comin' On", as well as "Harlem Shuffle" for Bob & Earl. Both records became big hits in the UK. He also wrote

"Doin' the Banana Split" for TV bubblegum act The Banana Splits in 1968.
[7]

The 1970s as producer

In 1972, he got his big break producing a girl group he had discovered called Love Unlimited. Formed in imitative

style of the Motown girl group The Supremes, the group members had gradually honed their talents with White for

two years previously until they signed contracts with Uni Records. His friend Paul Politi hooked him up with music

industry businessman Larry Nunes, who helped to finance their album. After it was recorded, Nunes took the

recording to Russ Regan, who was the head of the Uni label owned by MCA. The album, 1972's From A Girl's Point

of View We Give to You... Love Unlimited, became a million album seller.

White produced, wrote and arranged their classic soul ballad, "Walking In The Rain With The One I Love", which

climbed to #14 in the Billboard Hot 100 Pop chart and #6 on the Billboard R&B chart in late 1972. This single also

reached #12 in the UK chart. White's voice can clearly be heard in this piece as he plays the lover who answers the

phone call of the female lead.

Soon after, Regan left Uni for 20th Century Records. Without Regan, White's relationship with Uni soured. With his

relationship with Uni over and Love Unlimited contract-bound with the label, White was able to switch both his

production deal and the group to 20th Century Records. (They recorded several other hits throughout the 1970s, "I

Belong To You," which spent over five months on the Billboard R&B chart in 1974 including a week at #1 and

"Under the Influence of Love", which hit #3 on the Billboard Pop album charts. White married the lead singer of the

group, Glodean James, on July 4, 1974.)
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The 1970s as solo artist

White wanted to work with another act but decided to work with a solo male artist. While working on a few demos

for a male singer, he made three song demos of himself singing and playing, but Nunes heard them and insisted that

he re-record and release them himself as a solo recording artist. After arguing for days about it, White was finally

persuaded to release the songs himself although he was initially reluctant to step out in front of the microphone.

He then wrote several other songs and recorded them for what eventually became an entire album of music. He was

going to use the name "White Heat," but decided on using his given name instead. White was still hesitating up to

the time the label copy was made. It eventually became the first solo White album, 1973's I've Got So Much to Give.

It included the title track and his first solo chart hit, "I'm Gonna Love You Just a Little More Baby", which also rose

to #1 on the Billboard R&B charts as well as #3 on the Billboard Pop charts in 1973 and stayed in the top 40 for

many weeks.

Other chart hits by White included "Never, Never Gonna Give Ya Up" (#2 R&B, #7 Pop in 1973), "Can't Get

Enough of Your Love, Babe" (# 1 Pop and R&B in 1974), "You're the First, the Last, My Everything" (#1 R&B, #2

Pop in 1974), "What Am I Gonna Do with You" (#1 R&B, #8 Pop in 1975), "Let the Music Play" (#4 R&B in 1976),

"It's Ecstasy When You Lay Down Next to Me" (#1 R&B, #4 Pop in 1977) and "Your Sweetness is My Weakness"

(#2 R&B in 1978). White also had a strong following in the United Kingdom, where he scored five Top 10 hits and

one number 1 for "You're the First." His popularity as a singer of love songs, coupled with his large size, led to him

acquiring the affectionate nickname "The Walrus of Love".

The Love Unlimited Orchestra

In 1973 White created The Love Unlimited Orchestra, a 40-piece orchestral group to be used originally as a backing

band for the girl-group Love Unlimited. However, White had other plans, and in 1973 he released a single with

"Love's Theme" (written by him and played by the orchestra), that same track reached #1 on the Billboard Pop

charts. Later, in 1974, Barry White made the first album of the Love Unlimited Orchestra, Rhapsody in White,

containing "Love's Theme". White is sometimes credited with ushering in the "disco" sound, seamlessly combining

R&B music with classical music. Some also regard "Love's Theme" as the first hit in the actual "disco era", but Nino

Tempo and 5th Ave. Sax's song "Sister James" had already reached the Billboard Hot 100 a few months before and

had a disco sound in its own right.

White would continue to make albums with the Orchestra, achieving some successes such as: Rhapsody in White;

Satin Soul; Bring it On Up; Forever in Love; My Sweet Summer Suite; Theme From King Kong (remake). The

Orchestra ceased to make albums in 1983, but continued to support White as a backing band.

The 1980s

After six years White left 20th Century in 1979 to launch his own label, Unlimited Gold, with CBS/Columbia

Records. Although his success on the pop charts slowed down as the disco era came to an end, he maintained a loyal

following throughout his career. Despite several albums over the next three years he failed to repeat his earlier

successes, with no singles managing to reach the Billboard Hot 100 except for 1982's "Change," climbing into the

Billboard R&B Top 20 (#12). His label venture was exacting a heavy financial cost on White, so he concentrated on

mostly touring and finally folded his label in 1983.

After four years he signed with A&M Records, and with the release of 1987's The Right Night & Barry White, the

single entitled "Sho' You Right" made it to the Billboard R&B charts, peaking at #17.

In 1989 he released The Man Is Back! and with it had three top 40 singles on the Billboard R&B charts: "Super

Lover", which made it to #34, "I Wanna Do It Good to Ya", which made it to #26, and "When Will I See You

Again", which made it to #32.
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The 1990s

A 1970s nostalgia fad allowed White to enjoy a renewed wave of popularity in the 1990s. After White took part in a

Quincy Jones record entitled Back on the Block, on the song titled "The Secret Garden (Sweet Seduction Suite)",

which topped the R&B chart in 1990, he mounted an effective comeback with several albums, each one more

successful than the last. He returned to the top of the charts in 1991 with the album Put Me in Your Mix, which

reached #8 on the Billboard R&B Albums chart and the song by the same name reached #2 on the Billboard R&B

singles chart.

In 1994 he released the album The Icon Is Love, which went to #1 on the Billboard R&B album charts, and the

single "Practice What You Preach" gave him his first #1 on the Billboard R&B singles chart in almost 20 years, and

was nominated for a Grammy in the Best R&B Album category (it lost to TLC's CrazySexyCool).

In 1996, White recorded the duet "In Your Wildest Dreams" with Tina Turner. 1996 also saw the release of Space

Jam and its soundtrack, on which White had a duet with Chris Rock, called "Basketball Jones," a remake of Cheech

& Chong's "Basketball Jones" from 1974.

His final album, 1999's Staying Power, resulted in his last hit song "Staying Power," which placed #45 on the

Billboard R&B charts. The single won him two Grammy Awards in the categories Best Male R&B Vocal

Performance and Best Traditional R&B Vocal Performance.
[8]

His autobiography, Love Unlimited, written with Mark Eliot, was published in 1999 by Broadway Books.
[9]

Acting career

Over the course of his career, White sometimes did voice-over work for TV and movies. He voiced the character

Bear in the 1975 film Coonskin and also played the character Sampson in the movie's live-action segments.

He appeared as himself in a couple episodes of The Simpsons, and most importantly the episode "Whacking Day" in

which Bart and Lisa used his famously deep bass singing voice, played through loudspeakers placed on the ground,

to lull and attract snakes. White was a fan of the show, and had reportedly contacted the staff about wanting to make

a guest appearance.

He played the role of a bus driver for a Prodigy commercial in 1995, and he also portrayed the voice of a rabbit in a

Good Seasons salad dressing mix commercial, singing a song called "You Can't Bottle Love."
[citation needed]

In addition, he did some work for car commercials, most famously for Oldsmobile, and later on, Jeep.

He also provided voice over for Arby's Restaurant commercials on TV and Radio to promote their 'Market Fresh'

menu.

His voice can also be heard in Apple's first iBook commercial.

He made three guest appearances on the comedy-drama TV series Ally McBeal, as his music was often featured on

the show in dream sequences.

Illness and death

White was overweight for most of his adult life, and as such, suffered from various health problems in his final

years. In 1995, he was admitted to a hospital as a result of high blood pressure, which was believed to be the result of

a busy touring schedule.

In August 1999, White was forced to cancel approximately a month's worth of tour dates due to exhaustion, which

was, yet again, attributed to high blood pressure and a hectic schedule.

In the fall of 2002, after years of living with high blood pressure in addition to diabetes he was hospitalized with

kidney failure. While undergoing dialysis and awaiting a kidney transplant in May 2003, he suffered a stroke, which

forced him to retire from public life.
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At around 9:30 on the morning of July 4, 2003, White died at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles, after

suffering from total renal failure.
[10] 

His remains were cremated, and the ashes were scattered by his family off the

California coast. On September 20, 2004, he was posthumously inducted into the Dance Music Hall of Fame at a

ceremony held in New York. On September 12, 2003, which would have been White's 59th birthday, he was

posthumously awarded the 2,506th star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame at 6914 Hollywood Blvd. in the category of

recording.

References

[1] http:/ / barrywhite. com

[2] [ allmusic ((( Barry White > Biography )))]

[3] Barry White (http:/ / www. nndb. com/ people/ 929/ 000023860/ )

[4] Bobby Bennett and Sarah Smith, The Ultimate Soul Music Trivia Book: 501 Questions and Answers about Motown, Rhythm & Blues, and

More, Secaucus, NJ: Carol Pub. Group, c. 1998.

[5] Ivor Casey Blog (http:/ / ivorcasey. blogspot. com)

[6] Barry White with Marc Eliot, Love Unlimited, New York: Broadway Books, 1999, p. 22.

[7] "Doin' The Banana Split" at Discogs.com (http:/ / www. discogs. com/ Banana-Splits-Doin-The-Banana-Split/ release/ 562111). Retrieved 16

February 2013

[8] Staying Power - Barry White | Awards | AllMusic (http:/ / www. allmusic. com/ album/ staying-power-mw0000242946/ awards)

[9] "Barry White", FilmBug. (http:/ / www. filmbug. com/ db/ 344905)

[10] "Singer Barry White dies" (http:/ / news. bbc. co. uk/ 2/ hi/ entertainment/ 3046650. stm), BBC, July 5, 2003.

External links

• Barry White (http:/ / www. allmusic. com/ artist/ p5815) at AllMusic

• Barry White (http:/ / www. imdb. com/ name/ nm0924489/ ) at the Internet Movie Database

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cedars-Sinai_Medical_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Los_Angeles
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Renal_failure
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=California
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Posthumous_recognition
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dance_Music_Hall_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hollywood_Walk_of_Fame
http://barrywhite.com
http://www.nndb.com/people/929/000023860/
http://ivorcasey.blogspot.com
http://www.discogs.com/Banana-Splits-Doin-The-Banana-Split/release/562111
http://www.allmusic.com/album/staying-power-mw0000242946/awards
http://www.filmbug.com/db/344905
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/entertainment/3046650.stm
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/p5815
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=AllMusic
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0924489/
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Internet_Movie_Database


Article Sources and Contributors 6

Article Sources and Contributors
Barry White  Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=590323577  Contributors: -the-muffin-man-, ...adam..., 12345blake, 19michael1990, 75pickup, AKGhetto,

Acid-burndexcite.com, Adashiel, Aerol, Airplaneman, AjaxSmack, Alamo Boccly, Alansohn, Amog, AnEditingMan, Andre Engels, Andrew Prado, AndrewHowse, Andrij Kursetsky,

Andrzejbanas, Andycjp, Andyh144, Anetode, Angelo.romano, Animal guy101, Antares33712, Antitext, Arc88, Arena9, Arjayay, Avalyn, B-Machine, BD2412, Badbilltucker, Baraq Osama,

Barry White, Barrywhite69, Beans, Belinrahs, Berean Hunter, Beve, Big Brother 1984, BizarreLoveTriangle, Black Kat, Blaze98, Bluemoose, Bluetooth954, Bookandcoffee, Brobeeman,

BrothaTimothy, Butros, CTF83!, CajunGypsy, CambridgeBayWeather, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, Canadian Paul, Captainovesen, Carreon77, Cefink01, Chadwholovedme, ChainsawLust,

ChaosTheory07, Chicheley, ChrisGualtieri, Ckatz, Clarityfiend, Clausule, Cleduc, ClockworkLunch, Closedmouth, Cloudo, Cmart514, Cmgmoser, Collin Bryson, Coloratura001,

CommonsDelinker, Constantijn09, CoolyTubeHR, Coookie2001, Coretheapple, Corpx, Cosprings, Courcelles, Crackerbelly, Crimson Cherry Blossom, Crystallina, Ctiers, Cubeking03, D6,

DLand, Dale Arnett, Dapopewarrior, Darena mipt, DariusWiles, Darth Panda, Darwinek, Davey Bouge, DavidAnstiss, Deathtopplintheir40s, Decepticon66, Deeceevoice, DerHexer, Derek R

Bullamore, Diakoptis, Differo, Dismas, Dm23avg307, Dmdesrosiers, Dolphonia, Donny, Dorgansky, Download, Dpeters11, Draggleduck, Drumnstas, Dtwong, ERcheck, Ed-kipedia, EdBever,

Edclark, Edward, Edwy, Epbr123, Ericorbit, Erpert, Escape Orbit, Eurosong, Excirial, F W Nietzsche, Fabrictramp, Fayenatic london, Fieldday-sunday, Fifties, Filippowiki, Flannelshirts73,

Flewis, FotoPhest, Francisco Tevez, FrankCostanza, Fratrep, Freakmighty, Fuhghettaboutit, Fyyer, Gadfium, Gentgeen, Ghmyrtle, GinaDana, Ginsengbomb, Glen, Graeme Derek Henderson,

GreenReaper, Gritironskillet, Guoguo12, GusF, Gygergely1, Gyrofrog, HBP77, Hall Monitor, Hallmark, Happyme22, Hasek is the best, Hdt83, Hello Control, Heritage15, Hmains, Hoshie,

Houseoftomorrow, Hu12, IRP, Imaustinyourenot, Indon, Indrian, Infrogmation, InnocuousPseudonym, Invitrovanitas, Iowamutt, Iridescence, Iridescent, Ironbirdiemix, J.delanoy, JForget, JQF,

Jacksonpanix, Jakegreen123, Jdforrester, Jeffss, JeffyJeffyMan2004, Jgarbowicz, Jim Michael, Jjacobsmeyer, Jmanigold, Joelasaurus, JohnnyChicago, Johnpacklambert, Jpgordon, JustAGal,

Justme89, Kameejl, Karaboom, Karrmann, Katherine, Kbdank71, Keekee5, Kenneth Hardeman, Khazar2, Kilo-Lima, Kiltman67, Kingboyk, Kirjtc2, Klemen Kocjancic, Klow, Koavf, LaGBa1,

Lajomak, Lame Name, Lasttiger, Lee M, Lieu7enan7 DaN, Liftarn, Lightmouse, Littlepaul000, Lj tazer, Longstudios, Looxix, Lord6680, LordRapture, Loren Rosen, Lorian, Lowrida, Lugia2453,

Lukeonia1, M.nelson, MER-C, MR. MOTOWN, MacedonianBoy, Mackensen, Magioladitis, Maltmomma, Marchije, Martarius, MasterRecs, Mattbr, Mattgirling, Mav, Maximus Rex,

McDutchie, McGeddon, Mchanges!, MementoVivere, Michaelsbll, MightyWarrior, Mike V, Mike65535, MilfordBoy991, Mimontgo, Mindmatrix, Miranda, Mkdw, Moe Epsilon, Mogism,

Monni95, Moreschi, Morven, Mountolive, MrChupon, MrMPS, MrsBucket, Mrstonky, Mschel, Musicpvm, Mutt Lunker, MuzikJunky, Myxomatosis57, N5iln, NHRHS2010, Nasarius,

NawlinWiki, Neurolysis, Night Time, Nika 243, Nirvana2013, Noozgroop, Norman21, O'Dea, Oda Mari, Olecron, Oliver Pereira, Omar77, Osarius, PJM, Parihav, Paxse, Pearle, Pegasus1138,

PeterSmithee, PeterWesco, Petesmiles, PhantomS, Pharaoh of the Wizards, PhilKnight, Philip Howard, PhoenixMourning, PhotoBox, Piano non troppo, Poison the Well, Pooface1234, Prunk,

Pskeet, Qirex, Qst, Qzm, Rachel1, Randomfacelessguy, Rattlesnake6646, Raven4x4x, Redeagle688, Redux, RexNL, Rich Farmbrough, RickK, Robert Moore, Robma, Rocketrod1960,

Rocknrollsuicide, Roltz, Rwalker, Ryanvalentine15, SJFriedl, ST47, Saforrest, Salamurai, Sam Hocevar, Sanfranman59, Sango123, Sb26554, Scaryeire, Schneelocke, Scraggy4, Scuse me, what r

u doin?, Sd31415, Seamus the Leprechaun, Sengkang, Sh05094, Shellrose, Shlomke, SidP, Sir Nicholas de Mimsy-Porpington, Skydotcom, Slon02, Smcbutler, Smith03, Snail456, SnapSnap,

Solarra, Someone else, Soonhuat95, SoulScholar79, SpaceFlight89, Square87, Starlemusique, Stats 1, Stephanott, Steven X, Stinkehund, Stwalkerster, Sugar Bear, Summerbabetoo, Superastig,

Supremesone, Syrthiss, TMC1982, Talaria20, Tanaats, Tanvir Ahmmed, Tarquin, Tbhotch, Tbone, Technopat, Tedius Zanarukando, The Prince of Darkness, The Thing That Should Not Be,

TheBigPikachu, TheKMan, TheKoG, ThePointblank, Theda, Thehelpfulone, Theilert, Theshibboleth, Tide rolls, Tim Starling, Tinlinkin, Tinman44, Tinton5, Tjmayerinsf, Tormanoid, Trevor

MacInnis, Trezjr, Tristanb, Tutmosis, Tymichaels37, Ubiquity, Ularevalo98, Unschool, Versus22, Vorash, Vrenator, Vrfour, Vyselink, Wafulz, Walkiped, Watley54, Webclient101, Wernher,

Wertuose, Westcoast1978, Whisky drinker, White.matthew.09, Whitezombie, Who, WikHead, Wiki13, Wikipedian314, Wile E. Heresiarch, Willie the Walrein, Wimt, Witchwooder, Wizardman,

Woohookitty, YesYesY'allBanger, Your gay you fag, Zabadinho, Zbxgscqf, ZooFari, Zzuuzz, Александър, 846 anonymous edits

Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors
File:Grand Gala du Disque Populaire 1974 - Barry White 927-0099.jpg  Source:

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Grand_Gala_du_Disque_Populaire_1974_-_Barry_White_927-0099.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors:

Nationaal Archief, Den Haag, Rijksfotoarchief: Fotocollectie Algemeen Nederlands Fotopersbureau (ANEFO), 1945-1989 - negatiefstroken zwart/wit, nummer toegang 2.24.01.05,

bestanddeelnummer 927-0099

License

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


	Barry White-01
	Barry White
	Barry White
	Early life
	Gang life and jail sentence

	Music career
	The 1960s
	The 1970s as producer
	The 1970s as solo artist
	The Love Unlimited Orchestra
	The 1980s
	The 1990s

	Acting career
	Illness and death
	References
	External links

	License


