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Let’s Get
Connected
Introduction

Even the most experienced boaters on our waterways too often forget a proven life-saving 
measure when they head out. One such measure is to wear an engine cut-off device, or "kill 

switch."

The National Safe Boating Council’s Get Connected campaign is designed to educate and 
promote use of this imperative safety measure. In 2016 alone, there were 171 accidents in which 
at least one person was struck by a propeller. These accidents resulted in 24 deaths and 175 
injuries, all of which we believe were preventable. If we can influence more boaters to put this 

simple safety measure into place each time they head out, we are confident we will see a 
measurable reduction in boater injuries and fatalities.

Launched in July 2017, the Get Connected campaign stresses the importance of the engine cut-
off systems through a series of messages. Partner authorities are provided with radio and video 
public service announcements, social media posts, an editable press release, fast facts, and 
printable collateral they can use to promote this lifesaving safety message to boaters in their 
region. Campaign resources can be found at www.GetConnectedBoating.org.

The National Safe Boating Council is the lead agency aimed at promoting safe boating practices 
through education, outreach and training. The NSBC works with more than 330 U.S. and 
Canadian organizations committed to reducing boating accidents and enhancing the boating 
experience. 

Visit www.SafeBoatingCouncil.org for more on NSBC, its partners and the resources it provides.

Thank you for joining us in our mission of saving lives on the water through safer Eoating 
through education, outreach, and training.

Peg Phillips
Executive Director
National Safe Boating Council
703-361-4294
pphillips#sDIeERDWiQgFRXQFil�RUg



Media Contact
<YRQQH 3HQW]� 16%& &RPPXQLFDWLRQV 'LUHFWRU

\SHQW]#VDIHERDWLQJFRXQFLO�RUJ� 703-361-4294

National Safe Boating Council Introduces 
‘Get Connected’ Campaign to Encourage
Broader Use of Engine Cut-Off Devices
Initiative aimed to educate, save lives

Manassas, VA (July ��, 2017)

Boaters nationwide will be encouraged to “Get Connected” and use their engine cut-off device, more 
commonly referred to as a “kill switch,” every time they go boating through a series of branded messages 
DQG UHVRXUFHV DV SDUW RI WKH 1DWLRQDO 6DIH %RDWLQJ &RXQFLO·V �16%&� QHZ FDPSDLJQ�

$Q HQJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFH LV D SURYHQ VDIHW\ GHYLFH XVHG WR VWRS WKH ERDW·V HQJLQH VKRXOG WKH GULYHU 
XQH[SHFWHGO\ IDOO RYHUERDUG� 7KH ERDW RSHUDWRU RU WKHLU SDVVHQJHU FDQ XQH[SHFWHGO\ IDOO RYHUERDUG ZKHQ
the boat hits a wave, wake, takes a sharp turn, runs into a submerged object, suffers steering failure, and 
PRUH� 7UDGLWLRQDOO\� D ODQ\DUG DWWDFKHV WKH ERDW RSHUDWRU WR WKH V\VWHP� :LUHOHVV GHYLFHV DUH QRZ JDLQLQJ 
SRSXODULW\ DV ZHOO�

“Our goal is to make usLQJ Whe engine cut-off device another subconscious safety habit, like wearing a 
VHDWEHOW RU SXWWLQJ RQ D OLIH MDFNHW�µ VDLG 16%& ([HFXWLYH 'LUHFWRU 3HJ 3KLOOLSV� ´:H NQRZ WKLV KDV WKH 
SRWHQWLDO WR SUHYHQW SURSHOOHU VWULNH FDVXDOWLHV� 3XWWLQJ WKLV VLPSOH VDIHW\ PHDVXUH LQ SODFH LV LPSHUDWLYH�µ

7KH *HW &RQQHFWHG FDPSDLJQ ODXQFKHV JXO\ 12� 2017� 0DWHULDOV SURYLGHG XSRQ ODXQFK DUH GHVLJQHG WR
support recreational boating safety professionals and include a series of video and audio public service 
announcements, a fact sheet, a press release, a series of social media posts and printable promotional 
ÀOHV� 0HVVDJLQJ LV GHVLJQHG WR HGXFDWH ERDWHUV DERXW WKH GLIIHUHQW HQJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFH WHFKQRORJLHV WKDW 
DUH FXUUHQWO\ DYDLODEOH RQ WKH PDUNHW� DQG KRZ WKH\ FDQ SURDFWLYHO\ PDNH D GD\ RQ WKH ZDWHU VDIHU�

´:H NQRZ QRW HYHU\ ERDWHU XVHV WKH HQJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFH�µ FRQWLQXHG 3KLOOLSV. ´,Q 201� DORQH� WKHUH  ZHUH 
171 DFFLGHQWV LQ ZKLFK DW OHDVW RQH SHUVRQ ZDV VWUXFN E\ D SURSHOOHU� &ROOHFWLYHO\� WKHVH DFFLGHQWV  UHVXOWHG 
LQ 2� GHDWKV DQG 17� LQMXULHV� ,I ZH DOO JR WKH GLVWDQFH WR PDNH VXUH RQH LV LQVWDOOHG� DQG WKH QXWLOL]HG HYHU\ 
WLPH D ERDW LV RQ� ZH DUH FRQÀGHQW ZH ZLOO VHH D PHDVXUDEOH UHGXFWLRQ LQ ERDWHU LQMXULHV DQG IDWDOLWLHV�µ

*HW &RQQHFWHG FDPSDLJQ UHVRXUFHV FDQ EH IRXQG LQ WKH DWWDFKHG UHVRXUFH NLW DQG DW ZZZ� 
*HW&RQQHFWHG%RDWLQJ�RUJ� 7KH 16%&·V *HW &RQQHFWHG FDPSDLJQ LV SURGXFHG XQGHU D JUDQW IURP WKH 
6SRUWV )LVK 5HVWRUDWLRQ DQG %RDWLQJ 7UXVW )XQG� DGPLQLVWHUHG E\ WKH U�6� &RDVW *XDUG�

About the National Safe Boating Council

7KH 1DWLRQDO 6DIH %RDWLQJ &RXQFLO �16%&� LV WKH IRUHPRVW FRDOLWLRQ IRU WKH DGYDQFHPHQW DQG SURPRWLRQ RI 
VDIHU ERDWLQJ WKURXJK HGXFDWLRQ� RXWUHDFK� DQG WUDLQLQJ� 7KH 16%& DFFRPSOLVKHV WKLV PLVVLRQ E\
promoting outreach and research initiatives that support boating education and safety awareness; 
improving the professional development of boating safety educators through training; and developing and 
UHFRJQL]LQJ RXWVWDQGLQJ ERDWLQJ VDIHW\ SURJUDPV� 7R OHDUQ PRUH DERXW WKH 16%& DQG LWV SURJUDPV� YLVLW 
ZZZ�6DIH%RDWLQJ&RXQFLO�RUJ� IROORZ #6DIH%RDW&RXQFLO RQ 7ZLWWHU DQG IROORZ on Facebook DW
ZZZ�fDFHERRN�FRP�1DWLRQDO6DIH%RDWLQJ&RXQFLO�



support recreational boating safety professionals and include a series of video and audio public service 
announcements, a fact sheet, a press release, a series of social media posts and printable promotional 
ÀOHV� 0HVVDJLQJ LV GHVLJQHG WR HGXFDWH ERDWHUV DERXW WKH GLIIHUHQW HQJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFH WHFKQRORJLHV WKDW
DUH FXUUHQWO\ DYDLODEOH RQ WKH PDUNHW� DQG KRZ WKH\ FDQ SURDFWLYHO\ PDNH D GD\ RQ WKH ZDWHU VDIHU�µ

´(QJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFHV FDQ SUHYHQW SURSHOOHU�UHODWHG LQMXULHV� PDQ\ RI ZKLFK RFFXU DIWHU D SHUVRQ IDOOV
RYHUERDUG DQG LV VXEVHTXHQWO\ KLW E\ WKH YHVVHO·V SURSXOVLRQ XQLW DV WKH YHVVHO FLUFOHV DURXQG�µ FRQWLQXHG
3KLOOLSV. ´,Q 201� DORQH� WKHUH ZHUH 171 DFFLGHQWV LQ ZKLFK DW OHDVW RQH SHUVRQ ZDV VWUXFN E\ D SURSHOOHU�
&ROOHFWLYHO\� WKHVH DFFLGHQWV UHVXOWHG LQ 2� GHDWKV DQG 17� LQMXULHV� ,I ZH DOO JR WKH GLVWDQFH WR PDNH VXUH
RQH LV LQVWDOOHG� DQG WKHQ XWLOL]HG HYHU\ WLPH D ERDW LV RQ� ZH DUH FRQILGHQW ZH ZLOO VHH D PHDVXUDEOH
UHGXFWLRQ LQ ERDWHU LQMXULHV DQG IDWDOLWLHV�µ

*HW &RQQHFWHG FDPSDLJQ UHVRXUFHV FDQ EH IRXQG DW ZZZ�*HW&RQQHFWHG%RDWLQJ�RUJ� 7KH 16%&·V *HW
&RQQHFWHG FDPSDLJQ LV SURGXFHG XQGHU D JUDQW IURP WKH 6SRUWV )LVK 5HVWRUDWLRQ DQG %RDWLQJ 7UXVW )XQG�
DGPLQLVWHUHG E\ WKH U�6� &RDVW *XDUG�

About the National Safe Boating Council

7KH 1DWLRQDO 6DIH %RDWLQJ &RXQFLO �16%&� LV WKH IRUHPRVW FRDOLWLRQ IRU WKH DGYDQFHPHQW DQG SURPRWLRQ
RI VDIHU ERDWLQJ WKURXJK HGXFDWLRQ� RXWUHDFK� DQG WUDLQLQJ� 7KH 16%& DFFRPSOLVKHV WKLV PLVVLRQ E\
promoting outreach and research initiatives that support boating education and safety awareness; 
improving the professional development of boating safety educators through training; and developing and 
UHFRJQL]LQJ RXWVWDQGLQJ ERDWLQJ VDIHW\ SURJUDPV� 7R OHDUQ PRUH DERXW WKH 16%& DQG LWV SURJUDPV� YLVLW
ZZZ�6DIH%RDWLQJ&RXQFLO�RUJ� IROORZ #6DIH%RDW&RXQFLO RQ 7ZLWWHU DQG IROORZ XV DW ZZZ�)DFHERRN�FRP�
1DWLRQDO6DIH%RDWLQJ&RXQFLO�

National Safe Boating Council and (LOCAL AUTHORITY 
NAME) Launches ‘Get Connected’�Campaign to
Encourage Broader Use of Engine Cut-Off Devices
³ ,QLWLDWLYH DLPHG WR HGXFDWH� VDYH OLYHV

City, St. (July XX, 2017�

7KH 1DWLRQDO 6DIH %RDWLQJ &RXQFLO �16%&� DQG SDUWLFLSDWLQJ ORFDO DXWKRULWLHV �25 L,67 L2&$L
$U7+25,7,(6 +(5(� UHPLQGV �5(*,21� ERDWHUV WR ´*HW &RQQHFWHGµ DQG XVH WKHLU HQJLQH FXW�RII
GHYLFH� PRUH FRPPRQO\ UHIHUUHG WR DV D ´NLOO VZLWFK�µ HYHU\ WLPH WKH\ JR ERDWLQJ�

$Q HQJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFH LV D SURYHQ VDIHW\ GHYLFH XVHG WR VWRS WKH ERDW·V HQJLQH VKRXOG WKH RSHUDWRU
unexpectedly fall overboard when the boat hits a wave, wake, takes a sharp turn, runs into a submerged 
REMHFW� VXIIHUV VWHHULQJ IDLOXUH� DQG PRUH� 7UDGLWLRQDOO\� D ODQ\DUG DWWDFKHV WKH ERDW RSHUDWRU WR WKH
V\VWHP� :LUHOHVV GHYLFHV DUH QRZ JDLQLQJ SRSXODULW\ DV ZHOO� 6RPH DUH GHVLJQHG WR NLOO WKH HQJLQH VKRXOG 
SDVVHQJHUV IDOO RYHUERDUG�

´2XU JRDO LV WR PDNH XVH RI WKH HQJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFH D VXEFRQVFLRXV VDIHW\ KDELW� LLNH ZH HQFRXUDJH
recreational boaters to wear a life jacket at all times, this new initiative will ask boaters to always be 
HTXLSSHG ZLWK WKHLU HQJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFH�µ VDLG 16%&([HFXWLYH'LUHFWRU3HJ3KLOOLSV� ´:H NQRZ
WKLV KDV WKH SRWHQWLDO WR SUHYHQW SURSHOOHU VWULNH FDVXDOWLHV� 3XWWLQJ WKLV VLPSOH VDIHW\ PHDVXUH LQ SODFH LV
LPSHUDWLYH�µ

7KH *HW &RQQHFWHG FDPSDLJQ ODXQFKHV JXO\ 12� 2017� 0DWHULDOV SURYLGHG XSRQ ODXQFK DUH GHVLJQHG WR

Media Contact
<YRQQH 3HQW]� 16%& &RPPXQLFDWLRQV 'LUHFWRU

\SHQW]#VDIHERDWLQJFRXQFLO�RUJ� 703-361-4294



Fast Facts

$FFRUGLQJ WR WKH U�6� &RDVW *XDUG·V 201� 5HFUHDWLRQDO %RDWLQJ 6DIHW\ 6WDWLVWLFV� WKHUH ZHUH 171
DFFLGHQWV LQ ZKLFK DW OHDVW RQH SHUVRQ ZDV VWUXFN E\ D SURSHOOHU� &ROOHFWLYHO\� WKHVH DFFLGHQWV
UHVXOWHG LQ 2� GHDWKV DQG 17� LQMXULHV�

0RVW SURSHOOHU LQMXULHV DQG IDWDOLWLHV LQYROYH RSHQ PRWRUERDWV IURP 1� WR 2� IHHW LQ OHQJWK DQG
UHVXOW IURP RSHUDWRU LQDWWHQWLRQ� LQH[SHULHQFH� DQG FDUHOHVVQHVV�

(PHUJHQF\ HQJLQH�SURSXOVLRQ FXW�RII GHYLFHV� VRPHWLPHV UHIHUUHG WR DV DQ HQJLQH FXW�RII VZLWFK
or kill switch, are a time-proven safety device used to stop the boats engines should the operator 
XQH[SHFWHGO\ IDOO RYHUERDUG�

7KH 1DWLRQDO 6DIH %RDWLQJ &RXQFLO �16%&�� WKURXJK LWV *HW &RQQHFWHG &DPSDLJQ� UHPLQGV
ERDWHUV QDWLRQZLGH WKDW WKH HQJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFHV VDYH OLYHV�

7KH ¶*HW &RQQHFWHG· FDPSDLJQ SURYLGHV WRROV DQG UHVRXUFHV WR UHFUHDWLRQDO ERDWLQJ VDIHW\
SURIHVVLRQDOV� ,W LV DLPHG WR GHOLYHU FRPSUHKHQVLYH DQG FRQVLVWHQW PHVVDJLQJ WR ERDWHUV
about the safety of the engine cut-off device by providing branded material, public service 
announcements, social media posts, and fast facts on the issues surrounding engine cut-off 
GHYLFHV� &DPSDLJQ UHVRXUFHV FDQ EH IRXQG DW ZZZ�*HW&RQQHFWHG%RDWLQJ�RUJ�

$FFLGHQW UHSRUWV VKRZ WKDW XVLQJ WKH HQJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFH SUHYHQWV SURSHOOHU LQMXULHV DQG GHDWKV�

$ PDMRULW\ RI ERDW PDQXIDFWXUHUV LQVWDOO WKH V\VWHPV DQG SURYLGH WKH GHYLFH� 2OGHU ERDW PRGHOV
PD\ UHTXLUH D V\VWHP EH LQVWDOOHG�

7KHUH DUH PXOWLSOH HQJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFHV FXUUHQWO\ DYDLODEOH RQ WKH PDUNHW UDQJLQJ IURP VLPSOH
ODQ\DUGV WR ZLUHOHVV PRGHOV�

Although rare, when a boat operator is tossed overboard, it is often due to hitting a large wake or 
ZDYH� D VKDUS WXUQ� D VWHHULQJ IDLOXUH� RU D FROOLVLRQ ZLWK DQ REMHFW� ,Q WKHVH HYHQWV� WKH ZKHHO LV
RIWHQ WXUQHG� UQPDQQHG SRZHUERDWV ZLOO RIWHQ WXUQ LQ D FLUFOH� SODFLQJ WKRVH LQ WKH ZDWHU DW ULVN RI
EHLQJ KLW E\ WKH ERDW DQG SURSHOOHU LI WKH HQJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFH LV QRW XVHG�

7KH 16%&·V *HW &RQQHFWHG &DPSDLJQ LV SURGXFHG XQGHU D JUDQW IURP WKH 6SRUW )LVK 5HVWRUDWLRQ
DQG %RDWLQJ 7UXVW )XQG� DGPLQLVWHUHG E\ WKH U�6� &RDVW *XDUG�

7KH 16%& SURPRWHV ´6DIHU %RDWLQJ 7KURXJK (GXFDWLRQ� 2XWUHDFK DQG 7UDLQLQJ�µ ,QIRUPDWLRQ RQ
16%& DQG LWV UHVRXUFHV DUH DYDLODEOH DW ZZZ�6DIH%RDWLQJ&RXQFLO�RUJ�

National Safe Boating Council
Get Connected Engine Cut-Off Device Campaign



Brand Guidelines

Logo variations. 
UVH WKH EODFN ORJR �OHIW� IRU OLJKW EDFNJURXQGV Rr ZKHQ SRVLWLRQHG 

ZLWKLQ D ZKLWH FLUFOH� UVH WKH ZKLWH YDULDWLRQ �ULJKW� ZKHQ SODFLQJ WKH 

ORJR RQ LPDJHV RU GDUNHU FRORXUV� $OZD\V HQVXUH WKDW WKH RXWHU FLUFOH LV 

UHG� 

Logo placement. 
(QVXUH WKDW WKHUH LV SOHQW\ RI VSDFH DURXQG WKH ORJR� %H DZDUH WKDW 

DW VPDOOHU VL]HV WKH WH[W ZLOO EH XQUHDGDEOH VR WHVW LW WR HQVXUH 
OHJLELOLW\� 3XW WKH WDJ �$OZD\s XsH \RXr HQJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFH� � XsH LQ 

FRQMXQFWLRQ ZLWK WKH ORJR ZKHrH DSSOLFDEOH�

Typography
:ULWWHQ FRPPXQLFDWLRQ VKRXOG EH FOHDU DQG HIIHFWLYH� UVH VKRUW SKUDVHV 

IRU WLWOHV DQG JLYH FRQWH[W ZLWK VXE WLWOHV� :KHQ DGGLQJ W\SH WR LPDJHV 
ILQG DUHDV WKDW GRQ·W GLVUXSW WKH W\SH �L�H� sN\� FOHDU ZDWHU�� 

Helvetica Bold for titles. 
Use red for emphasis. 

Use white when placing 
text over images.

+HOYHWLFD UHJXODU IRU VXE WLWOHV�

+HOYHWLFD UHJXODU LV DOVR XVHG IRU ERG\ FRS\�



Examples of Shareable Content

Left
Poster�SURPRWLQJ�WKH�*HW�&RQQHFWHG�
PHVVDJH.

Above
Examples of promotional merchandise sporting 
the Get Connected logo.

Below
$�*HW�&RQQHFWHG�SURPRWLRQDO�banner.



Examples of Shareable Content

Above
*HW�&RQQHFWHG�FDPSDLJQ�DrWZRrN�ZLWK�

SRZHUfXO�LPDJHU\.

Left DQG�EHORZ
$rWZRrN ZLWK�FOHDU�FDOO�WR�DFWLRQ�LQ�LPDJHU\�

DQG�,QVWDJUDP�*HW�&RQQHFWHG�FDPSDLJQ�

LPDJH�



Radio PSA scripts
National Safe Boating Council
Get Connected Engine Cut-Off Device Campaign

60-Second Radio PSA

7KLV ERDWLQJ VHDVRQ� *HW &RQQHFWHG�
7KH 1DWLRQDO 6DIH %RDWLQJ &RXQFLO
and its local partners would like to 
remind you to always use your engine 
FXW�RII GHYLFH� DOVR FDOOHG D NLOO VZLWFK�
Be sure that everyone onboard is 
ZHDULQJ D U�6� &RDVW *XDUG DSSURYHG
life jacket and never drink and boat 
XQGHU WKH LQÁXHQFH� ,Q WZR�WKRXVDQG�
sixteen, twenty-four people died in 
propeller-related accidents and more 
WKDQ RQH�KXQGUHG�VHYHQW\ LQMXULHV�
0DQ\ RI WKHVH DFFLGHQWV FRXOG KDYH
been prevented with the use of the 
engine cut-off device which stops the 
ERDW·V HQJLQH VKRXOG WKH RSHUDWRU
XQH[SHFWHGO\ IDOO RYHUERDUG� 7KHUH
are also new wireless devices now 
RQ WKH PDUNHW� :HDULQJ DQ HQJLQH
cut-off device is an imperative safety 
VWHS HYHU\ WLPH \RX JR ERDWLQJ�
7KLV PHVVDJH LV EURXJKW WR \RX E\
WKH 1DWLRQDO 6DIH %RDWLQJ &RXQFLO�
LHDUQ PRUH DERXW WKH *HW &RQQHFWHG
campaign at get connected boating 
GRW RUJ�

30-Second Radio PSA

7KH 1DWLRQDO 6DIH %RDWLQJ &RXQFLO
reminds boaters to Get Connected and 
DOZD\V XVH WKH HQJLQH FXW�RII GHYLFH�
LDVW \HDU� WZHQW\�IRXU SHRSOH GLHG LQ
propeller-related accidents and more 
WKDQ RQH�KXQGUHG�VHYHQW\ LQMXULHV�
0DQ\ RI WKHVH DFFLGHQWV FRXOG KDYH
been prevented with the use of the 
engine cut-off device - a proven safety 
GHYLFH XVHG WR VWRS WKH ERDW·V HQJLQH�
7KLV PHVVDJH LV EURXJKW WR \RX E\ WKH
1DWLRQDO 6DIH %RDWLQJ &RXQFLO� LHDUQ
PRUH DW JHW FRQQHFWHG ERDWLQJ GRW RUJ�

Nilesh Gohil







