


Etta Ja‘es

Etta James (bo”’ Jamesetta Hawkins; Ja’ua”y 25,
1938 ཊ Ja’ua”y 20, 2012) was a’ A‘e”—ca’ s—’ge”. He”
style spa’’ed a va”—ety of ‘us—c ge’”es —’clud—’g blues,
R&B, soul, ”ock a’d ”oll, jazz a’d gospel. Sta”t—’g –e”
ca”ee” —’ 1954, s–e ga—’ed fa‘e w—t– –—ts suc– as "T–e
Wallីowe”", "At Last", "Tell Ma‘a", "So‘et–—’gཐs Got
a Hold o’ Me", a’d "I'd Rat–e” Go Bl—’d" fo” w–—c– s–e
w”ote t–e ly”—cs.[1] S–e faced a ’u‘be” of pe”so’al p”ob-
le‘s, —’clud—’g d”ug add—ct—o’, befo”e ‘ak—’g a ‘us—cal
”esu”ge’ce —’ t–e late 1980s w—t– t–e albu‘ Seven Year

Itch.[2]

Ja‘es —s ”ega”ded as –av—’g b”—dged t–e gap betwee’
”–yt–‘ a’d blues a’d ”ock a’d ”oll, a’d was t–e w—’’e”
of s—x G”a‘‘ys a’d 17 Blues Mus—c Awa”ds. S–e was
—’ducted —’to t–e Rock a’d Roll Hall of Fa‘e —’ 1993,
t–e Blues Hall of Fa‘e —’ 2001, a’d t–e G”a‘‘y Hall
of Fa‘e —’ bot– 1999 a’d 2008.[3] Rolling Stone ”a’ked
Ja‘es ’u‘be” 22 o’ t–e—” l—st of t–e 100 G”eatest S—’ge”s
of All T—‘e a’d ’u‘be” 62 o’ t–e l—st of t–e 100 G”eatest
A”t—sts.[4][5]

1 Early life and career: 1938–59

Ja‘esetta Hawk—’s was bo”’ o’ Ja’ua”y 25, 1938, —’ Los
A’geles, Cal—fo”’—a, to Do”ot–y Hawk—’s, w–o was o’ly
14 at t–e t—‘e. He” fat–e” –as ’eve” bee’ —de’t—ិed.[6]

Ja‘es speculated t–at –e was t–e pool playe” Rudolf
ནM—’’esota Fatsཔ Wa’de”o’e, a’d ‘et –—‘ b”—eីy —’
1987.[7] Due to –e” ‘ot–e”ཐs f”e“ue’t abse’ces f”o‘ t–e—”
Watts apa”t‘e’t co’duct—’g ”elat—o’s–—ps w—t– va”—ous
‘e’, Ja‘es l—ved w—t– a se”—es of foste” pa”e’ts, ‘ost
’otably ནSa”geཔ a’d ནMa‘aཔ Lu. Ja‘es ”efe””ed to –e”
‘ot–e” as ནt–e Myste”y Ladyཔ.[6]

Ja‘es ”ece—ved –e” ិ”st p”ofess—o’al vocal t”a—’—’g at t–e
age of ិve f”o‘ Ja‘es Ea”le H—’es, ‘us—cal d—”ecto” of
t–e Ec–oes of Ede’ c–o—”, at t–e St. Paul Bapt—st C–u”c–
—’ sout– ce’t”al Los A’geles. S–e beca‘e a popula”
s—’g—’g att”act—o’ t–e”e, a’d Sa”ge t”—ed to p”essu”e t–e
c–u”c– —’to pay—’g –—‘ fo” –e” s—’g—’g but t–ey ”efused.
Du”—’g d”u’ke’ poke” ga‘es at –o‘e, –e would ofte’
wake Ja‘es up —’ t–e ea”ly –ou”s of t–e‘o”’—’g a’d fo”ce
–e” t–”oug– beat—’gs to s—’g fo” –—s f”—e’ds. As s–e was a
bed-wette”, a’d ofte’ soaked w—t– –e” ow’ u”—’e o’ t–ese
occas—o’s, t–e t”au‘a of be—’g fo”ced to s—’g ‘ea’t s–e
–ad a l—felo’g ”elucta’ce to s—’g o’ de‘a’d.[8]

I’ 1950, Ma‘a Lu d—ed, a’d Ja‘esཐ b—olog—cal ‘ot–e”
took –e” to t–e F—ll‘o”e D—st”—ct, Sa’ F”a’c—sco.[9]W—t–—’

a couple of yea”s, Ja‘es bega’ l—ste’—’g to doo-wop a’d
was —’sp—”ed to fo”‘ a g—”l g”oup, called t–e C”eolettes
(due to t–e ‘e‘be”sཐ l—g–t-sk—’’ed co‘plex—o’s). T–e
14-yea”-old g—”l ‘et ‘us—c—a’ Jo–’’y Ot—s. Sto”—es o’
–ow t–ey ‘et va”y —’clud—’g Ot—sཐ ve”s—o’ —’ w–—c– Ja‘es
–ad co‘e to –—s –otel afte” o’e of –—s pe”fo”‘a’ces —’
t–e c—ty a’d pe”suaded –—‘ to aud—t—o’ –e”. A’ot–e” sto”y
was t–at Ot—s spotted t–e g”oup pe”fo”‘—’g at a Los A’ge-
les ’—g–tclub a’d soug–t t–e‘ to ”eco”d –—s "a’swe” so’g"
to Ha’k Balla”d's "Wo”k w—t– Me, A’’—e". No’et–eless,
Ot—s took t–e g”oup u’de” –—s w—’g, –elp—’g t–e‘ s—g’ to
Mode”’ Reco”ds a’d c–a’g—’g t–e—” ’a‘e f”o‘ t–e C”e-
olettes to t–e Peac–es a’d gave t–e s—’ge” –e” stage ’a‘e
”eve”s—’g Ja‘esetta —’to ནEtta Ja‘esཔ. Ja‘es ”eco”ded
t–e ve”s—o’, w–—c– s–e was allowed to co-aut–o”, —’ 1954,
a’d t–e so’g was ”eleased —’ ea”ly 1955 as "Da’ce w—t–
Me, He’”y". O”—g—’ally t–e ’a‘e of t–e so’g was ནRoll
W—t– Me, He’”yཔ but was c–a’ged to avo—d ce’so”s–—p
due to t–e oា-colo” t—tle. I’ Feb”ua”y of t–at yea”, t–e
so’g ”eac–ed ’u‘be” o’e o’ t–e Hot R–yt–‘ & Blues
T”acks c–a”t.[10] Its success gave t–e g”oup a’ ope’—’g
spot o’ L—ttle R—c–a”d's ’at—o’al tou”.[11]

W–—le o’ tou” w—t– R—c–a”d, pop s—’ge” Geo”g—a G—bbs
”eco”ded –e” ve”s—o’ of Ja‘esཐ so’g, w–—c– was ”eleased
u’de” t–e t—tle ནT–e Wallីowe”པ, a’d beca‘e a c”ossove”
–—t, ”eac–—’g ’u‘be” o’e o’ t–e BillboardHot 100, w–—c–
a’ge”ed Ja‘es. Afte” leav—’g t–e Peac–es, Ja‘es –ad a’-
ot–e” R&B –—t w—t– ནGood Rock—’' Daddyཔ, but st”ug-
gled w—t– follow-ups. W–e’ –e” co’t”act w—t– Mode”’
ca‘e up —’ 1960, s–e dec—ded to s—g’ w—t– Leo’a”d C–ess'
’a‘esake label, C–ess Reco”ds, a’d s–o”tly afte”wa”ds
got —’volved —’ a ”elat—o’s–—p w—t– s—’ge” Ha”vey Fu“ua,
fou’de” of t–e doo-wop g”oup T–e Moo’glows.

Bobby Mu””ay, aka ནTate”sཔ, tou”ed w—t– Etta Ja‘es fo”
20 yea”s. He w”ote t–at Ja‘es –ad –e” ិ”st –—t s—’gle
w–e’ s–e was 15 yea”s of age a’d we’t steady w—t– B.B.
K—’g w–e’ s–e was 16. Etta Ja‘es bel—eved t–e –—t s—’gle
ནSweet S—xtee’པ by K—’g was about –e”.[12]

2 Chess and Warner Brothers
years: 1960–78

Duet—’g w—t– Ha”vey Fu“ua, Ja‘es ”eco”ded fo” t–e
C–ess label, A”go, (late” Cadet), a’d –e” ិ”st –—t s—’gles
w—t– Fu“ua we”e ནIf I Ca’'t Have Youཔ a’d "Spoo’ful".
He” ិ”st solo –—t was t–e doo-wop styled ”–yt–‘ a’d
blues ’u‘be”, "All I Could Do Was C”y", beco‘—’g a
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2 3 LATER CAREER: 1988–2012

’u‘be” two R&B –—t.[13] Leo’a”d C–ess –ad e’v—s—o’ed
Ja‘es as a class—c ballad styl—st w–o –ad pote’t—al to c”oss
ove” to t–e pop c–a”ts a’d soo’ su””ou’ded t–e s—’ge”
w—t– v—ol—’s a’d ot–e” st”—’g —’st”u‘e’ts.[13] T–e ិ”st
st”—’g-lade’ ballad Ja‘es ”eco”ded was ནMyDea”est Da”-
l—’gཔ —’ May 1960, w–—c– peaked —’ t–e top ិve of t–e
R&B c–a”t. Ja‘es sa’g backg”ou’d vocals o’ label ‘ate
C–uck Be””y's "Back —’ t–e U.S.A."[14][15]

He” debut albu‘, At Last!, was ”eleased —’ late 1960 a’d
was ’oted fo” —ts va”—ed c–o—ce —’ ‘us—c f”o‘ jazz sta’-
da”ds to blues ’u‘be”s to doo-wop a’d ”–yt–‘ a’d blues
(R&B).[16] T–e albu‘ also —’cluded Ja‘esཐ futu”e clas-
s—c, "I Just Wa’t to Make Love to You" a’d "A Su’day
K—’d of Love". I’ ea”ly 1961, Ja‘es ”eleased w–at was
to beco‘e –e” s—g’atu”e so’g, "At Last", w–—c– ”eac–ed
’u‘be” two o’ t–e R&B c–a”t a’d ’u‘be” 47 o’ t–e
Billboard Hot 100. T–oug– t–e so’g was ’ot as success-
ful as expected, —t –as beco‘e t–e ‘ost ”e‘e‘be”ed ve”-
s—o’ of t–e so’g.[14] Ja‘es followed t–at up w—t– ནT”ust
—’ Meཔ, w–—c– also —’cluded st”—’g —’st”u‘e’ts.[13] Late”
t–at sa‘e yea”, Ja‘es ”eleased a seco’d stud—o albu‘,
The Second Time Around. T–e albu‘ took t–e sa‘e d—-
”ect—o’ as –e” p”ev—ous albu‘, cove”—’g ‘a’y jazz a’d
pop sta’da”ds, a’d us—’g st”—’gs o’ ‘a’y of t–e so’gs
spaw’—’g two –—t s—’gles, ནFool T–at I A‘པ a’d ནDo’'t
C”y Babyཔ.[17]

Ja‘es sta”ted add—’g gospel ele‘e’ts —’ –e” ‘us—c t–e
follow—’g yea” ”eleas—’g ནSo‘et–—’gཐs Got a Hold o’
Meཔ, w–—c– peaked at ’u‘be” fou” o’ t–e R&B c–a”t
a’d was also a top 40 pop –—t.[18] T–at success was
“u—ckly followed by ནStop t–e Wedd—’gཔ, w–—c– ”eac–ed
’u‘be” s—x o’ t–e R&B c–a”ts a’d also –ad gospel
ele‘e’ts.[14] I’ 1963, s–e –ad a’ot–e” ‘ajo” –—t w—t–
ནPus–ove”པ a’d ”eleased t–e l—ve albu‘ Etta James Rocks

the House, w–—c– was ”eco”ded at t–e New E”a Club —’
Nas–v—lle, Te’’essee.[13] Afte” a couple yea”s sco”—’g ‘—-
’o” –—ts, Ja‘esཐ ca”ee” sta”ted to suាe” afte” 1965. Af-
te” a pe”—od of —solat—o’, Ja‘es ”etu”’ed to ”eco”d—’g
—’ 1967 a’d ”ee‘e”ged w—t– ‘o”e gutsy R&B ’u‘be”s
t–a’ks to –e” ”eco”d—’g at t–e lege’da”y Fa‘e Stud—os —’
Muscle S–oals, Alaba‘a ”eleas—’g –e” co‘eback –—t ནTell
Ma‘aཔ, w–—c– was co-w”—tte’ by Cla”e’ce Ca”te”, a’d
”eac–ed ’u‘be” te’ R&B a’d ’u‘be” twe’ty t–”ee pop.
A’ albu‘ of t–e sa‘e ’a‘e was also ”eleased t–at yea”
a’d —’cluded –e” take of Ot—s Redd—’g's "Secu”—ty".[19]

T–e B-s—de of ནTell Ma‘aཔ was "I'd Rat–e” Go Bl—’d",
w–—c– beca‘e a blues class—c —’ —ts ow’ ”—g–t a’d was
”eco”ded by ‘a’y ot–e” a”t—sts. S–e w”ote —’ –e” autob—-
og”ap–y Rage To Survive t–at s–e –ea”d t–e so’g outl—’ed
by –e” f”—e’d Ell—’gto’ ནFug—པ Jo”da’ w–e’ s–e v—s—ted
–—‘ —’ p”—so’.[20] Acco”d—’g to –e” accou’t, s–e w”ote t–e
”est of t–e so’g w—t– Jo”da’, but fo” tax ”easo’s gave –e”
so’gw”—t—’g c”ed—t to –e” pa”t’e” at t–e t—‘e, B—lly Foste”.

Follow—’g t–—s success, Ja‘es beca‘e a’ —’-de‘a’d co’-
ce”t pe”fo”‘e” t–oug– s–e ’eve” aga—’ ”eac–ed t–e –ey-
day of –e” ea”ly to ‘—d-1960s success. S–e co’t—’ued
to c–a”t —’ t–e R&B Top 40 —’ t–e ea”ly 1970s w—t– s—’-

gles suc– as ནLose”s Weepe”sཔ (1970) a’d ནI Fou’d a
Loveཔ (1972). T–oug– Ja‘es co’t—’ued to ”eco”d fo”
C–ess, s–e was devastated by t–e deat– of C–ess fou’de”
Leo’a”d C–ess —’ 1969. Ja‘es ve’tu”ed —’to ”ock a’d
fu’k w—t– t–e ”elease of –e” self-t—tled albu‘ —’ 1973
w—t– p”oduct—o’ f”o‘ fa‘ed ”ock p”oduce” Gab”—el Mek-
le”, w–o –ad wo”ked w—t– Steppe’wolf a’d Ja’—s Jopl—’,
w–o –ad ad‘—”ed Ja‘es a’d –ad cove”ed ནTell Ma‘aཔ
—’ co’ce”t. T–e albu‘, k’ow’ fo” —ts ‘—xtu”es of ‘us—-
cal styles, was ’o‘—’ated fo” a G”a‘‘y Awa”d.[19] T–e
albu‘ d—d ’ot p”oduce a’y ‘ajo” –—ts, ’e—t–e” d—d t–e
follow-up, Come A Little Closer, —’ 1974, t–oug– l—ke Etta
James befo”e —t, t–e albu‘ was also c”—t—cally accla—‘ed.
Ja‘es co’t—’ued to ”eco”d fo” C–ess (’ow ow’ed by All
Plat—’u‘ Reco”ds), ”eleas—’g o’e ‘o”e albu‘ —’ 1976,
Etta Is Betta Than Evvah!, a’d –e” 1978 Wa”’e” B”ot–-
e”s albu‘ Deep in the Night, p”oduced by Je””y Wexle”,
saw t–e s—’ge” —’co”po”at—’g ‘o”e ”ock-based ‘us—c —’
–e” ”epe”to—”e.[13] T–at sa‘e yea”, Ja‘es was t–e ope’-
—’g act fo” T–e Roll—’g Sto’es a’d also pe”fo”‘ed at t–e
Mo’t”eux Jazz Fest—val. Follow—’g t–—s b”—ef success,
–oweve”, s–e left C–ess Reco”ds a’d d—d ’ot ”eco”d fo”
a’ot–e” te’ yea”s as s–e st”uggled w—t– d”ug add—ct—o’ a’d
alco–ol—s‘.

3 Later career: 1988–2012

Etta James in Deauville, France, July 1990

T–oug– s–e co’t—’ued to pe”fo”‘, l—ttle was –ea”d of Etta
Ja‘es u’t—l 1987 w–e’ s–e was see’ pe”fo”‘—’g "Rock&
Roll Mus—c" w—t– C–uck Be””y o’ –—s "Ha—l! Ha—l! Rock
'’' Roll" docu‘e’ta”y. I’ 1989, Ja‘es s—g’ed w—t– Isla’d
Reco”ds a’d ”eleased t–e albu‘ Seven Year Itch. T–e al-
bu‘ was p”oduced by Ba””y Beckett. S–e ”eleased a sec-
o’d albu‘, also p”oduced by Ba””y Beckett, —’ 1989 t—tled
Stickin' toMyGuns. Bot– albu‘swe”e ”eco”ded at FAME
Stud—os.[19] Also —’ 1989 Ja‘es ិl‘ed a l—ve co’ce”t f”o‘
t–e W—lte”’ T–eate” —’ Los A’geles w—t– Joe Wals– a’d
Albe”t Coll—’s, "Jazzv—s—o’s: Ju‘p T–e Blues Awayཔ.
Back—’g ‘us—c—a’s co’s—sted of ‘a’y top-ី—g–t playe”s
f”o‘ LA: R—ck Rosas (bass); M—c–ael Huey (d”u‘s); Ed
Sa’fo”d (B3); K—p Noble (p—a’o); a’d Ettaཐs lo’gt—‘e gu—-
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ta” playe” Jos– Skla—” (gu—ta”). Ja‘es pa”t—c—pated —’ ”ap
s—’ge” Def Jef fo” t–e so’g ནD”opp—’' R–y‘es o’D”u‘sཔ,
w–—c– ‘—xed Ja‘esཐ jazz vocals w—t– –—p-–op. I’ 1992,
Ja‘es ”eleased The Right Time p”oduced by Je””y Wexle”
o’ Elekt”a Reco”ds a’d t–e follow—’g yea”, Ja‘es was —’-
ducted —’to t–e Rock a’d Roll Hall of Fa‘e.[10] Ja‘es
s—g’ed w—t– P”—vate Mus—c Reco”ds —’ 1993 a’d ”eco”ded
t–e B—ll—e Hol—day t”—bute albu‘ Mystery Lady: Songs of

Billie Holiday.[18] T–e albu‘ late” set a t”e’d fo” Ja‘esཐ
‘us—c to —’co”po”ate ‘o”e jazz ele‘e’ts.[13] T–e albu‘
wo’ Ja‘es –e” ិ”st G”a‘‘y Awa”d fo” best jazz vocal
pe”fo”‘a’ce —’ 1994. I’ 1995, s–e ”eleased t–e Dav—d
R—tz-co aut–o”ed autob—og”ap–y, A Rage to Survive, a’d
”eco”ded t–e albu‘ Time After Time. T–”ee yea”s late”
s–e —ssued t–e C–”—st‘as albu‘ Etta James Christmas —’
1998.[13]

By t–e ‘—d-1990s, Ja‘esཐ ea”l—e” class—c ‘us—c was —’-
cluded —’ co‘‘e”c—als —’clud—’g, ‘ost ’otably, "I Just
Wa’’a Make Love to You". Due to exposu”e of t–e
so’g —’ a UK co‘‘e”c—al, t–e so’g ”eac–ed t–e top te’
of t–e UK c–a”ts —’ 1996.[10] Co’t—’u—’g to ”eco”d fo”
P”—vate Mus—c, s–e ”eleased t–e blues albu‘ Matriarch

of the Blues —’ 2000, w–—c– –ad Ja‘es ”etu”’—’g to –e”
R&B ”oots w—t– Rolling Stone –a—l—’g —t as a ནsol—d ”etu”’
to ”ootsཔ, fu”t–e” stat—’g t–at t–e albu‘ fou’d t–e s—’ge”
ན”ecla—‘—’g –e” t–”o’eཋa’d defy—’g a’yo’e to k’ock –e”
oា —tཔ.[18] I’ 2001, s–e was —’ducted —’to t–e Blues Hall of
Fa‘e a’d t–e Rockab—lly Hall of Fa‘e, t–e latte” fo” –e”
co’t”—but—o’s to t–e develop‘e’ts of bot– ”ock a’d ”oll
‘us—c a’d ”ockab—lly. I’ 2003, s–e ”ece—ved a G”a‘‘y
L—fet—‘e Ac–—eve‘e’t Awa”d. He” 2004 ”elease, Blue
Gardenia, ”etu”’ed Ja‘es to a jazz ‘us—c style. He” ិ’al
albu‘ fo” P”—vate Mus—c, Let’s Roll, was ”eleased —’ 2005
a’d wo’ Ja‘es a G”a‘‘y fo” best co’te‘po”a”y blues
albu‘.[21]

I’ 2004, Rolling Stone ‘agaz—’e ”a’ked –e” No. 62 o’
t–e—” l—st of t–e 100 G”eatest A”t—sts of All T—‘e.[22]

Ja‘es –as pe”fo”‘ed at t–e top wo”ld jazz fest—vals —’ t–e
wo”ld, suc– as t–e Mo’t”eux Jazz Fest—val —’ 1977, 1989,
1990 a’d 1993,[23] pe”fo”‘ed ’—’e t—‘es at t–e lege’da”y
Mo’te”ey Jazz Fest—val, a’d t–e Sa’ F”a’c—sco Jazz Fes-
t—val ិve t—‘es. Add—t—o’ally, Ja‘es ofte’ pe”fo”‘ed at
f”ee su‘‘e” a”ts fest—vals t–”oug–out t–e U’—ted States.

I’ 2008, Ja‘es was po”t”ayed by Beyo’cé K’owles —’ t–e
ិl‘ Cadillac Records, based o’ t–e Ja‘esཐ label of 18
yea”s, C–ess Reco”ds, a’d –ow label fou’de” a’d p”o-
duce” Leo’a”d C–ess –elped t–e ca”ee” of Ja‘es a’d
ot–e” label ‘ates.[24] T–e ិl‘ po”t”ayed –e” pop –—t ནAt
Lastཔ, t–oug– Ja‘es also –ad ot–e” b—g –—ts. Ja‘es a’d
K’owles we”e see’ at a ”ed ca”pet eve’t follow—’g t–e
ិl‘ཐs ”elease e‘b”ac—’g eac– ot–e”. Ja‘es late” sa—d t–at
–e” p”ev—ous c”—t—c—z—’g ”e‘a”ks about K’owles fo” –av-
—’g pe”fo”‘ed ནAt Lastཔ at t–e —’augu”at—o’ of Ba”ack
Oba‘a we”e a joke ste‘‘—’g f”o‘ –ow s–e felt –u”t t–at
s–e –e”self was ’ot —’v—ted to s—’g –e” so’g.[25] It was
late” ”evealed t–at Ja‘esཐ Alz–e—‘e”ཐs d—sease a’d ནd”ug
—’duced de‘e’t—a" co’t”—buted to –e” p”ev—ous ’egat—ve

co‘‘e’ts about Beyo’cé K’owles.[26]

I’ Ap”—l 2009, t–e 71-yea”-old Ja‘es ‘ade –e” ិ’al tele-
v—s—o’ appea”a’ce pe”fo”‘—’g ནAt Lastཔ du”—’g a’ ap-
pea”a’ce o’ Dancing with the Stars. I’ May 2009, Ja‘es
”ece—ved t–e Soul/Blues Fe‘ale A”t—st of t–e Yea” awa”d
f”o‘ t–e Blues Fou’dat—o’, t–e ’—’t– t—‘e s–e –ad wo’
t–e awa”d. S–e ca””—ed o’ tou”—’g but by 2010 –ad to
ca’cel co’ce”t dates due to –e” g”adually fa—l—’g –ealt–
afte” —t was ”evealed t–at s–e was suាe”—’g f”o‘ de‘e’t—a
a’d leuke‘—a. I’ Nove‘be” 2011, Ja‘es ”eleased –e” ិ-
’al albu‘, The Dreamer, w–—c– was c”—t—cally accla—‘ed
upo’ —ts ”elease. S–e a’’ou’ced t–at t–—s would be –e”
ិ’al albu‘. He” co’t—’u—’g ”eleva’ce was aឹ”‘ed —’
2011 w–e’ t–e Swed—s– DJ Av—c—— ac–—eved substa’t—al
c–a”t success w—t– t–e so’g "Levels", w–—c– sa‘ples –e”
1962 so’g, "So‘et–—’gཐs Got a Hold O’ Me". T–e sa‘e
sa‘ple was also used by ”appe” Flo R—da —’ –—s –—t 2011
s—’gle "Good Feel—’g". Bot– a”t—sts —ssued state‘e’ts of
co’dole’ce o’ Ja‘esཐs deat–.[27]

4 Style and influence

Ja‘es possessed t–e vocal ”a’ge of a co’t”alto.[28]

Ja‘esཐs ‘us—cal style c–a’ged du”—’g t–e cou”se of –e”
ca”ee”. W–e’ beg—’’—’g –e” ”eco”d—’g ca”ee” —’ t–e
‘—d-50s, Ja‘es was ‘a”keted as a’ R&B a’d doo-wop
s—’ge”.[13] Afte” s—g’—’g w—t– C–ess Reco”ds —’ 1960,
Ja‘es b”oke t–”oug– as a t”ad—t—o’al pop-styled s—’ge”,
cove”—’g jazz a’d pop ‘us—c sta’da”ds o’ –e” debut al-
bu‘, At Last![29] Ja‘esཐs vo—ce deepe’ed a’d coa”se’ed,
‘ov—’g –e” ‘us—cal style —’ –e” late” yea”s —’to t–e ge’”es
of soul a’d jazz.[13]

Etta Ja‘es –ad o’ce bee’ co’s—de”ed o’e of t–e ‘ost
ove”looked blues a’d R&B ‘us—c—a’s —’ t–e ‘us—c –—s-
to”y of t–e U’—ted States. It was ’ot u’t—l t–e ea”ly
1990s, w–e’ s–e bega’ ”ece—v—’g ‘ajo” —’dust”y awa”ds
f”o‘ t–e G”a‘‘ys a’d t–e Blues Fou’dat—o’, t–at s–e
bega’ to ”ece—ve w—de ”ecog’—t—o’. I’ ”ece’t yea”s, s–e
was see’ as b”—dg—’g t–e gap betwee’ ”–yt–‘ a’d blues
a’d ”ock a’d ”oll. Ja‘es –as —’ីue’ced a w—de va”—ety
of ‘us—c—a’s, —’clud—’g D—a’a Ross, C–”—st—’a Agu—le”a,
Ja’—s Jopl—’, Bo’’—e Ra—tt, S–e‘ek—a Copela’d,[18] a’d
Hayley W—ll—a‘s of Pa”a‘o”e[30] as well as B”—t—s– a”t—sts
T–e Roll—’g Sto’es,[31] Rod Stewa”t,[32] Elk—e B”ooks,[33]

A‘yW—’e–ouse,[32] Palo‘a Fa—t–,[34] Joss Sto’e[35] R—ta
O”a, a’d Adele,[36] a’d also Belg—a’ s—’ge” Da’— Kle—’.

He” so’g "So‘et–—’gཐs Got a Hold o’ Me" –as bee’ ”ec-
og’—zed —’ ‘a’y ways. B”ussels ‘us—c act Vaya Co’
D—os cove”ed t–e so’g o’ t–e—” 1990 albu‘ Night Owls.
A’ot–e” ve”s—o’, pe”fo”‘ed by C–”—st—’a Agu—le”a, was
—’ t–e 2010 ិl‘ Burlesque. P”etty L—g–ts sa‘pled t–e
so’g —’ ནF—’ally Mov—’gཔ, followed by Av—c——'s da’ce –—t
"Levels", a’d aga—’ —’ Flo R—da's s—’gle "Good Feel—’g".
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5 Personal life

Ja‘es e’cou’te”ed a st”—’g of legal p”oble‘s du”—’g t–e
ea”ly 1970s due to –e” –e”o—’ add—ct—o’. S–e was co’-
t—’uously —’ a’d out of ”e–ab—l—tat—o’ ce’te”s, —’clud—’g
t–e Ta”za’a Re–ab—l—tat—o’ Ce’te”, —’ Los A’geles, Cal-
—fo”’—a. He” –usba’d A”t—s M—lls, w–o‘ s–e ‘a””—ed —’
1969, accepted ”espo’s—b—l—ty w–e’ t–ey we”e bot– a”-
”ested fo” –e”o—’ possess—o’ a’d se”ved a 10-yea” p”—so’
se’te’ce.[37] He was ”eleased f”o‘ p”—so’ —’ 1981 a’d
was st—ll ‘a””—ed to Ja‘es at –e” deat–.[18]

I’ 1974, Ja‘es was se’te’ced to d”ug t”eat‘e’t —’stead
of se”v—’g t—‘e —’ p”—so’. S–e was —’ t–e Ta”za’a Psyc–—-
at”—c Hosp—tal fo” 17 ‘o’t–s, at t–e age of 36, a’d we’t
t–”oug– a g”eat st”uggle at t–e sta”t of t”eat‘e’t. I’ –e”
autob—og”ap–y, s–e sa—d t–at t–e t—‘e s–e spe’t —’ t–e –os-
p—tal c–a’ged –e” l—fe. Afte” leav—’g t”eat‘e’t, –oweve”,
–e” substa’ce abuse co’t—’ued afte” s–e developed a ”e-
lat—o’s–—p w—t– a ‘a’ w–o was also us—’g d”ugs. I’ 1988,
at t–e age of 50, s–e e’te”ed t–e Betty Fo”d Ce’te”, —’
Pal‘ Sp”—’gs, Cal—fo”’—a, fo” t”eat‘e’t.[18] I’ 2010, s–e
”ece—ved t”eat‘e’t fo” a depe’de’cy o’ pa—’k—lle”s.[38]

Ja‘es –ad two so’s, Do’to a’d Sa‘etto. Bot– sta”ted
pe”fo”‘—’g w—t– t–e—” ‘ot–e” ཋ Do’to played d”u‘s at
Mo’t”eux —’ 1993, a’d Sa‘etto played bass gu—ta” c—”ca
2003.[39]

6 Illness and death

Ja‘es was –osp—tal—zed —’ Ja’ua”y 2010 to t”eat a’ —’-
fect—o’ caused by MRSA, a bacte”—u‘ t–at —s ”es—sta’t to
‘ost a’t—b—ot—c t”eat‘e’ts. Du”—’g –e” –osp—tal—zat—o’,
–e” so’ Do’to ”evealed t–at s–e –ad bee’ d—ag’osed w—t–
Alz–e—‘e”ཐs d—sease —’ 2008.[26]

S–e was d—ag’osed w—t– leuke‘—a —’ ea”ly 2011. T–e —ll-
’ess beca‘e te”‘—’al a’d s–e d—ed o’ Ja’ua”y 20, 2012,
just ិve days befo”e –e” 74t– b—”t–day, at R—ve”s—de Co‘-
‘u’—ty Hosp—tal —’ R—ve”s—de, Cal—fo”’—a.[40][41] He” deat–
ca‘e t–”ee days afte” t–at of Jo–’’y Ot—s, t–e ‘a’ w–o
–ad d—scove”ed –e” —’ t–e 1950s. Add—t—o’ally, just 36
days afte” –e” deat–, –e” s—de‘a’ RedHolloway also d—ed.

He” fu’e”al, p”es—ded ove” by Reve”e’dAl S–a”pto’, took
place —’ Ga”de’a, Cal—fo”’—a e—g–t days afte” –e” deat–.
S—’ge”s Stev—e Wo’de” a’d C–”—st—’a Agu—le”a eac– gave
a ‘us—cal t”—bute.[42][43] S–e was e’to‘bed at I’glewood
Pa”k Ce‘ete”y —’ Los A’geles Cou’ty, Cal—fo”’—a.

7 Awards

F”o‘ 1989, Ja‘es ”ece—ved ove” 30 awa”ds a’d ”ecog-
’—t—o’s f”o‘ e—g–t d—ាe”e’t o”ga’—zat—o’s, —’clud—’g t–e
Rock a’d Roll Hall of Fa‘e a’d Museu‘ a’d t–e
Nat—o’al Acade‘y of Reco”d—’g A”ts a’d Sc—e’ces w–—c–

o”ga’—zes t–e G”a‘‘ys.

I’ 1989, t–e ’ewly fo”‘ed R–yt–‘ a’d Blues Fou’-
dat—o’ —’cluded Ja‘es —’ t–e—” ិ”st P—o’ee” Awa”ds fo”
a”t—sts w–ose ནl—felo’g co’t”—but—o’s –ave bee’ —’st”u-
‘e’tal —’ t–e develop‘e’t of R–yt–‘&Blues‘us—cཔ.[44]

T–e follow—’g yea”, 1990, s–e ”ece—ved a’NAACP I‘age
Awa”d, w–—c– —s g—ve’ fo” ནoutsta’d—’g ac–—eve‘e’ts a’d
pe”fo”‘a’ces of people of colo” —’ t–e a”ts";[45] a’ awa”d
s–e c–e”—s–ed as —t ནwas co‘—’g f”o‘‘y ow’ peopleཔ.[46]

• 1993, Rock a’d Roll Hall of Fa‘e

• 2001, Rockab—lly Hall of Fa‘e

• Ap”—l 18, 2003,[47] Hollywood C–a‘be” of Co‘-
‘e”ce HollywoodWalk of Fa‘e, sta” at 7080Holly-
wood Blvd, a’d B”oadcast Mus—c, I’c. (BMI) L—fe-
t—‘e Ac–—eve‘e’t Awa”d[48]

• 2006, B—llboa”d R&B Fou’de”s Awa”d[49]

7.1 Grammys

T–e G”a‘‘y Awa”ds a”e awa”ded a’’ually by t–e
Nat—o’al Acade‘y of Reco”d—’g A”ts a’d Sc—e’ces.
Ja‘es –as ”ece—ved s—x G”a‘‘y Awa”ds. He” ិ”st was
—’ 1995, w–e’ s–e was awa”ded Best Jazz Vocal Pe”fo”-
‘a’ce fo” t–e albu‘ Mystery Lady, w–—c– co’s—sted of
cove”s of B—ll—e Hol—day so’gs.[50] Two ot–e” albu‘s –ave
also wo’ awa”ds, Let’s Roll (Best Co’te‘po”a”y Blues Al-
bu‘) —’ 2003, a’d Blues to the Bone (Best T”ad—t—o’al
Blues Albu‘) —’ 2004. Two of –e” ea”ly so’gs –ave
bee’ g—ve’ G”a‘‘y Hall of Fa‘e Awa”ds fo” ན“ual—ta-
t—ve o” –—sto”—cal s—g’—ិca’ce": ནAt Lastཔ, —’ 1999,[51] a’d
"T–eWallីowe” (Da’ce w—t– Me, He’”y)" —’ 2008.[52] I’
2003, s–e was g—ve’ t–e G”a‘‘y L—fet—‘e Ac–—eve‘e’t
Awa”d.[53]

7.2 Blues Foundation

T–e ‘e‘be”s of t–e Blues Fou’dat—o’, a ’o’-p”oិt o”ga-
’—zat—o’ set up —’Me‘p–—s, Te’’essee, to foste” t–e blues
a’d —ts –e”—tage,[54] –ave ’o‘—’ated Ja‘es fo” a Blues
Mus—c Awa”d ’ea”ly eve”y yea” s—’ce —ts fou’d—’g —’ 1980;
a’d s–e ”ece—ved so‘e fo”‘ of Blues Fe‘ale A”t—st of
t–e Yea” awa”d 14 t—‘es s—’ce 1989, co’t—’uously f”o‘
1999 to 2007.[55] I’ add—t—o’, t–e albu‘s Life, Love, &
The Blues (1999), Burnin' Down The House (2003), a’d
Let’s Roll (2004) we”e awa”ded Soul/Blues Albu‘ of t–e
Yea”,[55] a’d —’ 2001 s–e was —’ducted —’to t–e Blues Hall
of Fa‘e.[50]

8 Discography

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Etta Ja‘es d—scog”ap–y

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tarzana_Treatment_Centers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Betty_Ford_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palm_Springs,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Analgesic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methicillin-resistant_Staphylococcus_aureus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alzheimer%2527s_disease
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leukemia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terminal_illness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riverside,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnny_Otis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Holloway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Sharpton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gardena,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stevie_Wonder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christina_Aguilera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inglewood_Park_Cemetery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inglewood_Park_Cemetery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_and_Roll_Hall_of_Fame_and_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Academy_of_Recording_Arts_and_Sciences
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammys
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhythm_and_Blues_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhythm_and_Blues_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NAACP_Image_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NAACP_Image_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Rock_and_Roll_Hall_of_Fame_inductees
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rockabilly_Hall_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_stars_on_the_Hollywood_Walk_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammy_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Academy_of_Recording_Arts_and_Sciences
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billie_Holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Let%2527s_Roll_(album)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammy_Hall_of_Fame_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wallflower_(Dance_with_Me,_Henry)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammy_Lifetime_Achievement_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammy_Lifetime_Achievement_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memphis,_Tennessee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blues_Music_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blues_Music_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blues_Hall_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blues_Hall_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etta_James_discography


5

9 See also

10 Notes
[1] Etta Ja‘es, Dav—d R—tz. Rage to Survive: The Etta James

Story. Da Capo P”ess, 2003. p. 173. Ret”—eved May 21,

2011.

[2] L—z So’’ebo”’ (2002). A to Z of American women in the

performing arts. I’fobase Publ—s–—’g. p. 116. Ret”—eved

May 22, 2011.

[3] ནEtta Ja‘es Hosp—tal—zed, Tou” Suspe’dedཔ, Down Beat

Magazine July 27, 2007.

[4] ན100 G”eatest S—’ge”s of All T—‘eཔ. Rolling Stone. Re-

t”—eved Nove‘be” 11, 2008.

[5] ན100 G”eatest A”t—sts of All T—‘eཔ. Rolling Stone. Re-

t”—eved Nove‘be” 11, 2008.

[6] Bob Gulla (2008). Icons of R&B and Soul. ABC-CLIO.

p. 149. Ret”—eved May 21, 2011.

[7] De’—se Qua’ (Septe‘be” 25, 2002). ནA l—fe s—’g—’g t–e

bluesཔ. CNN. Ret”—eved May 21, 2011.

[8] Etta Ja‘es, Dav—d R—tz (2003). Rage to Survive. p. 20.

Ret”—eved May 21, 2011.

[9] Etta Ja‘es, Dav—d R—tz (2003). Rage to Survive. p. 31.

Ret”—eved May 21, 2011.

[10] ནEtta Ja‘es ཊ —’ducteeཔ. Rock & Roll Hall of Fa‘e.

A”c–—ved f”o‘ t–e o”—g—’al o’ Nove‘be” 23, 2006. Re-

t”—eved Dece‘be” 5, 2006.

[11] W–—te, C–a”les (2003), pp. 68, 78. The Life and Times of

Little Richard: The Authorised Biography. O‘’—bus P”ess.

[12] ནTate”s a’d Ot–e” Fasc—’at—’g Peopleཔ. No“ua”te”usa.’et.

Ret”—eved Ja’ua”y 20, 2012.

[13] Da–l, B—ll. ནEtta Ja‘es ཊ B—og”ap–yཔ. all‘us—c. Ret”—eved

Dece‘be” 5, 2008.

[14] ནEtta Ja‘es: B—og”ap–yཔ. Rolling Stone. Ret”—eved De-

ce‘be” 5, 2008.

[15] IN THE CAN: May 1960.

[16] Cook, Step–e’. "At Last! albu‘ ”ev—ewཔ. all‘us—c. Re-

t”—eved Dece‘be” 5, 2008.

[17] U’te”be”ge”, R—c–—e. "The Second Time Around albu‘

”ev—ewཔ. all‘us—c. Ret”—eved Dece‘be” 5, 2008.

[18] B. K—‘be”ley Taylo” &L—’daDa—ley Paulso’. ནEtta Ja‘es

B—og”ap–yཔ. Mus—c—a’ Gu—de. Ret”—eved Dece‘be” 5,

2008.

[19] La”k—’, Coll—’. "Etta James Biography". old—es.co‘. Re-

t”—eved Dece‘be” 5, 2008.

[20] Etta Ja‘es a’d Dav—d R—tz, Rage To Survive, 1995, ISBN

0-306-80812-9.

[21] ནEtta Ja‘es awa”dsཔ. G”a‘‘y.co‘. Ret”—eved Dece‘-

be” 5, 2008.

[22] ནT–e I‘‘o”tals, t–e F—”st ិftyཔ. Rolling Stone 946.

[23] Mo’t”eux Jazz Fest—val Database

[24] ནBeyo’ce To Po”t”ay Lege’da”y Blues S—’ge” Etta Ja‘es

I’ 'Cad—llac Reco”dsཐ". MTV.co‘. Ret”—eved Dece‘be”

5, 2008.

[25] ནEtta Ja‘es says ”—p o’ Beyo’ce was a jokeཔ. MSNBC.

Ret”—eved Ja’ua”y 31, 2010.

[26] ནHosp—tal—zed Etta Ja‘es battl—’g Alz–e—‘e”ཐs, —’fect—o’,

so’ saysཔ. CNN. Ja’ua”y 30, 2010. Ret”—eved Ja’ua”y 31,

2010.

[27] Ve’a, Jocely’ (Ja’ua”y 20, 2012). ནEtta Ja‘es Re‘e‘-

be”ed By w—ll.—.a‘, Hayley W—ll—a‘sཔ. MTV. Ret”—eved

Ja’ua”y 20, 2012.

[28] Ca”tw”—g–t, Ga”t– (Ja’ua”y 20, 2012). ནEtta Ja‘es ob—t-

ua”yཔ. The Guardian. Ret”—eved July 26, 2012.

[29] Da–l, B—ll. "Tell Mama albu‘ ”ev—ewཔ. all‘us—c. Re-

t”—eved Dece‘be” 8, 2008.

[30] ནMus—c—a’s Mou”’ Etta Ja‘esཔ. Rolling Stone. Ret”—eved

Ja’ua”y 21, 2012.

[31] ནEtta Ja‘es: A l—fe —’ ‘us—cཔ. telegraph.co.uk (Lo’do’).

Ja’ua”y 21, 2012. Ret”—eved Ja’ua”y 21, 2012.

[32] ནG”a‘‘y-awa”d w—’’—’g s—’ge” Etta Ja‘es d—es at 73

afte” battle w—t– leukae‘—aཔ. dailymail.co.uk (Lo’do’).

Ja’ua”y 20, 2012. Ret”—eved Ja’ua”y 22, 2012.

[33] ནBook Elk—e B”ooks w—t– JazzCoཔ. Jazzbook—’gs.co‘.

Ret”—eved Ja’ua”y 18, 2011.

[34] ནW–o —s Palo‘a Fa—t–?". 4Mus—c. Ap”—l 19, 2010. Re-

t”—eved Ja’ua”y 18, 2011.

[35] ན100 G”eatest A”t—sts of all T—‘e:Etta Ja‘esཔ. Rolling

Stone. Ret”—eved Ja’ua”y 18, 2011.

[36] ནI’te”v—ew: Adele ཊ A”c–—ve &#124པ. State Magazine.

Ma”c– 8, 2008. Ret”—eved Ja’ua”y 18, 2011.

[37] ནHow Etta Got He” G”oove Backཔ. People. Ret”—eved

Feb”ua”y 6, 2009.

[38] ནSo’ says s—’ge” Etta Ja‘es c–a’ges –osp—talsཔ. USA To-

day. Feb”ua”y 11, 2010. Ret”—eved May 2, 2010.

[39] T–o” C–”—ste’se’ (Ap”—l 23, 2004). ནJa‘es pou”s –ea”t,

soul —’to set To t–e 'Last'". The Dallas Morning News.

Ret”—eved Ma”c– 29, 2011.

[40] Keep’ews, Pete” (Ja’ua”y 20, 2012). ནEtta Ja‘es D—es at

73; Vo—ce Be–—’d ཏAt Lastཐ". The New York Times.

[41] Leopold, Todd (Ja’ua”y 20, 2012). ནS—’g—’g lege’d Etta

Ja‘es d—es at 73པ. C’’. Ret”—eved Ja’ua”y 20, 2012.

[42] Watso’, Rya’ (Ja’ua”y 29, 2012). ནBlues s—’ge” Etta

Ja‘es ”e‘e‘be”ed —’ Los A’gelesཔ. Chicago Tribune.

Ret”—eved Ja’ua”y 29, 2012.

http://books.google.com/books?id=4-5UFUZgAIQC&pg=PA173&dq=etta+james+I%2527d+Rather+Go+Blind&hl=en&ei=lEjYTcf3A4vvsgbpsaH4Ag&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CDUQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=etta%2520james%2520I%2527d%2520Rather%2520Go%2520Blind&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=4-5UFUZgAIQC&pg=PA173&dq=etta+james+I%2527d+Rather+Go+Blind&hl=en&ei=lEjYTcf3A4vvsgbpsaH4Ag&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CDUQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=etta%2520james%2520I%2527d%2520Rather%2520Go%2520Blind&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=Yf2741A_BkYC&pg=PA116&dq=Seven+Year+Itch+etta+james&hl=en&ei=NfHYTcWXGsT_-gaByvmeDw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=5&ved=0CEMQ6AEwBA#v=onepage&q=Seven%2520Year%2520Itch%2520etta%2520james&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=Yf2741A_BkYC&pg=PA116&dq=Seven+Year+Itch+etta+james&hl=en&ei=NfHYTcWXGsT_-gaByvmeDw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=5&ved=0CEMQ6AEwBA#v=onepage&q=Seven%2520Year%2520Itch%2520etta%2520james&f=false
http://www.downbeat.com/default.asp?sect=news&subsect=news_detail&nid=814
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/lists/100-greatest-singers-of-all-time-19691231/etta-james-19691231
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/lists/100-greatest-artists-of-all-time-19691231/etta-james-19691231
http://books.google.com/books?id=R-DpxKQ67IkC&pg=PA149&dq=Dorothy+Hawkins&hl=en&ei=FC7YTcn6AsGa-wbZvJyfDw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=5&ved=0CEMQ6AEwBA#v=onepage&q=Dorothy%2520Hawkins&f=false
http://archives.cnn.com/2002/SHOWBIZ/Music/09/19/mjazz.02.etta.james/index.html
http://archives.cnn.com/2002/SHOWBIZ/Music/09/19/mjazz.02.etta.james/index.html
http://books.google.com/books?id=4-5UFUZgAIQC&pg=PA43&dq=creolettes+etta+james&hl=en&ei=yjnYTeiXL4bAswajltH3Ag&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=3&ved=0CD4Q6AEwAg#v=onepage&q=creolettes%2520etta%2520james&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=4-5UFUZgAIQC&pg=PA31&dq=your+mother+has+passed+etta+james&hl=en&ei=Ez_YTfjROcT1sgaMxPj3Ag&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CCkQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://web.archive.org/web/20061123045627/http://www.rockhall.com/hof/inductee.asp?id=128
http://www.rockhall.com/hof/inductee.asp?id=128
http://www.noquarterusa.net/blog/870/taters-and-other-fascinating-people
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/p387
http://www.rollingstone.com/artists/ettajames/biography
http://members.home.nl/henk.gorter/Itc6005.html
http://www.allmusic.com/album/r88822
http://www.allmusic.com/album/r88818
http://www.allmusic.com/album/r88818
http://www.musicianguide.com/biographies/1608004513/Etta-James.html
http://www.musicianguide.com/biographies/1608004513/Etta-James.html
http://www.oldies.com/artist-biography/Etta-James.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0306808129
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0306808129
http://www.grammy.com/GRAMMY_Awards/Winners/Results.aspx?title=&winner=etta%2520james&year=0&genreID=0&hp=1
http://www.rollingstone.com/news/story/5939214/the_immortals_the_first_fifty
http://www.montreuxsounds.com/history_1967.php
http://www.mtv.com/movies/news/articles/1581909/20080220/story.jhtml
http://www.mtv.com/movies/news/articles/1581909/20080220/story.jhtml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MTV
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/29036739
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MSNBC
http://www.cnn.com/2010/SHOWBIZ/Music/01/29/etta.james.hospitalized/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2010/SHOWBIZ/Music/01/29/etta.james.hospitalized/index.html
http://www.mtv.com/news/articles/1677631/etta-james-dead-reactions.jhtml
http://www.mtv.com/news/articles/1677631/etta-james-dead-reactions.jhtml
http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/2012/jan/20/etta-james
http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/2012/jan/20/etta-james
http://www.allmusic.com/album/r88823
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/musicians-mourn-etta-james-20120120
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/9028676/Etta-James-A-life-in-music.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-2089523/Etta-James-dies-73-battle-leukaemia.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-2089523/Etta-James-dies-73-battle-leukaemia.html
http://www.jazzbookings.com/elkie_brooks.htm
http://www.4music.com/artist/paloma-faith/paloma-faith-facts.html
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/lists/100-greatest-artists-of-all-time-19691231/etta-james-19691231
http://www.state.ie/blog/interview-adele/
http://www.people.com/people/archive/article/0,,20061790,00.html
http://www.usatoday.com/life/people/2010-02-11-etta-james_N.htm?csp=34
http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?p_product=DM&p_theme=dm&p_action=search&p_maxdocs=200&p_topdoc=1&p_text_direct-0=1022640F8ADEF8B8&p_field_direct-0=document_id&p_perpage=10&p_sort=YMD_date:D&s_trackval=GooglePM
http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?p_product=DM&p_theme=dm&p_action=search&p_maxdocs=200&p_topdoc=1&p_text_direct-0=1022640F8ADEF8B8&p_field_direct-0=document_id&p_perpage=10&p_sort=YMD_date:D&s_trackval=GooglePM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Dallas_Morning_News
http://nytimes.com/2012/01/21/arts/music/etta-james-singer-dies-at-73.html
http://nytimes.com/2012/01/21/arts/music/etta-james-singer-dies-at-73.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/01/20/showbiz/etta-james-obit/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/01/20/showbiz/etta-james-obit/index.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/sns-rt-us-ettajamestre80s00y-20120128,0,3666620.story
http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/sns-rt-us-ettajamestre80s00y-20120128,0,3666620.story


6 12 EXTERNAL LINKS

[43] Lau”a Sc–”eឺe”, A’—ta Be’’ett (Ja’ua”y 29, 2012).

ནHo’ou”—’g a’ —co’: C–”—st—’a Agu—le”a tu”’s —’ a pow-

e”–ouse pe”fo”‘a’ce at Etta Ja‘esཐ fu’e”alཔ. Daily Mail

(Lo’do’). Ret”—eved Ja’ua”y 29, 2012.

[44] ནR–yt–‘ & Blues Fou’dat—o’ ཊ P”ese”v—’g A‘e”—caཐs

Soulཔ. Ret”—eved May 22, 2011.

[45] ནT–e 42’d NAACP I‘age Awa”ds ཊ H—sto”yཔ. Ret”—eved

May 22, 2011.

[46] Etta Ja‘es; Dav—d R—tz (2003). Rage to Survive. p. 256. I

felt less co’ី—cted about t–e NAACP I‘age Awa”d I wo’.

T–at was co‘—’g f”o‘‘y ow’ people, a’d I c–e”—s–ed t–e

”ecog’—t—o’.

[47] ནS—’ge” Etta Ja‘es D—splays He” Sta”W—t– U S... N—euws-

fotoཐs | Getty I‘ages Nede”la’d | 1939332པ. Getty—‘-

ages.co‘. 2003-04-18. Ret”—eved 2012-12-13.

[48] ནReco”d—’g Acade‘y Ho’o”s Etta Ja‘es, S—‘o’ & Ga”-

fu’kel, Ala’ Lo‘ax | Newsཔ. BMI.co‘. Dece‘be” 8,

2002. Ret”—eved July 30, 2011.

[49] ནB—llboa”d Ho’o”s Etta Ja‘esཔ. Billboard. Ret”—eved July

30, 2011.

[50] Bob Gulla (2008). Icons of R&B and Soul. ABC-CLIO.

p. 164. Ret”—eved May 21, 2011.

[51] ནG”a‘‘y Hall of Fa‘e I’duct—o’པ. G”a‘‘y.o”g. Re-

t”—eved July 30, 2011.

[52] ནG”a‘‘y Hall of Fa‘e I’duct—o’པ. G”a‘‘y.o”g. Re-

t”—eved July 30, 2011.

[53] G”egW—’te” (Dece‘be” 2002). ནCMJNewMus—c Repo”t

ཊ Mus—c Newsཔ. Ret”—eved May 22, 2011.

[54] ནT–e Blues Fou’dat—o’: About T–e Blues Fou’dat—o’པ.

Ret”—eved May 22, 2011.

[55] ནT–e Blues Fou’dat—o’: Past Blues Mus—c Awa”dsཔ. Re-

t”—eved May 22, 2011.

11 References
• Rage To Survive: The Etta James Story by Etta Ja‘es
a’d Dav—d R—tz. Da Capo P”ess, 1998. ISBN 0-306-
81262-2.

• Icons of R&B and Soul, Volume 1 by Bob Gulla.
G”ee’wood P”ess, 2007. ISBN 0-313-34044-7.

12 External links
• Etta Ja‘es at Find a Grave

• T—‘ Jo’ze, ནEtta Ja‘es, blues —co’, d—es aged 73པ,
The Guardian, Ja’ua”y 20, 2012.

• Robe”t C–”—stgau, ནT–e Toug– Love of Etta Ja‘esཔ,
Salo’.co‘, Feb”ua”y 25, 2012.

• Etta Ja‘es at AllMus—c

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-2093212/Christina-Aguilera-turns-powerhouse-performance-Etta-James-funeral.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-2093212/Christina-Aguilera-turns-powerhouse-performance-Etta-James-funeral.html
http://www.rhythm-n-blues.org/awards.php?year=1989
http://www.rhythm-n-blues.org/awards.php?year=1989
http://www.naacpimageawards.net/42/awards-show/history/
http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/singer-etta-james-displays-her-star-with-u-s-congresswoman-news-photo/1939332
http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/singer-etta-james-displays-her-star-with-u-s-congresswoman-news-photo/1939332
http://www.bmi.com/news/entry/200080
http://www.bmi.com/news/entry/200080
http://www.billboard.com/articles/news/58248/billboard-honors-etta-james
http://books.google.com/books?id=pLgqFaYmgw8C&pg=PA164&dq=Blues+Hall+of+Fame+etta+james&hl=en&ei=1eDYTZ2NN4mq8QPF5eGDBQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=0CDYQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=Blues%2520Hall%2520of%2520Fame%2520etta%2520james&f=false
http://www.grammy.org/recording-academy/awards/hall-of-fame#j
http://www.grammy.org/recording-academy/awards/hall-of-fame#w
http://books.google.com/books?id=tPzr8f3lVW8C&pg=PT4&dq=etta+james+Grammy+Lifetime+Achievement+Award&hl=en&ei=c9bYTbrDBsyu8QOWiYGEBQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=10&ved=0CFsQ6AEwCQ#v=onepage&q=etta%2520james%2520Grammy%2520Lifetime%2520Achievement%2520Award&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=tPzr8f3lVW8C&pg=PT4&dq=etta+james+Grammy+Lifetime+Achievement+Award&hl=en&ei=c9bYTbrDBsyu8QOWiYGEBQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=10&ved=0CFsQ6AEwCQ#v=onepage&q=etta%2520james%2520Grammy%2520Lifetime%2520Achievement%2520Award&f=false
http://www.blues.org/bluesmusicawards/index.php#ref=about_index
https://www.blues.org/#ref=bluesmusicawards_pastyears
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Ritz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0306812622
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0306812622
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Gulla
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0313340447
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=83736186
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Find_a_Grave
http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/2012/jan/20/etta-james-dies-73?INTCMP=SRCH
http://www.salon.com/2012/02/25/the_tough_love_of_etta_james/
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/p387
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AllMusic


7

13 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

13.1 Text
• Etta James Source: –ttp://e’.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/Etta%20Ja‘es?old—d=651024930 Contributors: AxelBoldt, Ga”et– Owe’, M”wojo,
L“u—lte”, TUF-KAT, TUF-KAT, Jិtzg, BRG, Ge’—e, T”o’to’—a’, Tpb”adbu”y, Ed g2s, Robbot, Walloo’, Supe”‘401, TOO, DocWat-
so’42, Ga‘al—el, R—ck Block, Zu‘bo, P–”eak—, Golbez, Gadិu‘, Alexf, E”—kNY, T”o’To’—a’, Ukexpat, T”evo” MacI’’—s, D6, Elya“—‘,
D—scosp—’ste”, R—c– Fa”‘b”oug–, Jo–’ F—tzGe”ald, Be’de”235, ESkog, Ogg, T–u”sto’ d, Da”w—’ek, Jo’safa”—, Ha’u‘a’ Das, Ala’so–’,
P–—l—p C”oss, Jtalledo, JoaoR—ca”do, Ku”t S–aped Box, Jaa”do’, M—keo, So‘eo’e—’‘y–eadbut—tཐs’ot‘e, R—c–wales, Woo–ook—tty, Volat—le,
G”a–a‘87, Kbda’k71, Ted W—lkes, Ma’a Excal—bu”, Rjw—l‘s—, Koavf, U’focused, Matt De”es, T—toxd, B”ot–aT—‘ot–y, FlaBot, Ma”gos-
bot, Al–utc–, RexNL, I’tg”, Pla’et’eut”al, RussBot, Pbu”ka, Mus—cpv‘, Hyd”a”gy”u‘, Ga—us Co”’el—us, T–eG”apple”, G”afe’, Le‘o’-
ade51, Howc–e’g, Ba’es, Gubel, Wk’—g–t94, R‘s125a@–ot‘a—l.co‘, SMcCa’dl—s–, Rad—obuzze”, Meegs, Wall—e, BuាaloBob, C”ys-
tall—’a, S‘ackBot, McGeddo’, F”eekee, K—’tetsubuាalo, G—ll—a‘, H‘a—’s, Tee‘u08, C–”—s t–e spelle”, Bluebot, P”—‘eHu’te”, Bo’’—,
V—”tualSteve, Scwlo’g, Ba””yT–eU’—co”’, De”ek R Bulla‘o”e, Tec–’of”eak90, DMacks, JoeyJ, Sala‘u”a—, K—l’–a’ge”, Mwelc–, Dox-
Txob, B”eto’ba’“uet, Alcu—’, Te’Pou’dHa‘‘e”, O–co’fuc—us, La‘b—a‘, Scott1153, A’d”ewAlle’, Se” A‘a’t—o d— N—colao, Alo’e—ba”,
Dwpaul, Gu”oad”u’’e”, Sc—e’t—zzle, S—lkTo”k, Edwy, Sa’dyGeo”g—a, E-Ka”toាel, P”u’k, Sco”p—o’0422, Cla”—tyិe’d, Zedzed—sedead,
M—gG”o’—’ge’, T–eolda’a”c–—st, Twas Now, Geoka——, Lu”lee’e, Ewulp, Ada‘b—swa’ge”1, Cou”celles, P—, Casayvo’’e, Bea”—’gb”eake”92,
SkyWalke”, Paul‘l—ebe”‘a’, C‘d”Obot, Ale j”b, Mattb”, Nu’“ua‘ Do”‘—o, N—ckW557, Adaob—, Cydebot, Nts—‘p, S–a’dy ‘a’, Du‘b-
BOT, Wa”d3001, Be’ed—ctPoole, Po’tus L—’de’g”e’, Jo–’I’DC, Betaco‘‘a’dBot, Matt—sse, F”a’k, JustAGal, Ja—‘eA’’aMoo”e, Ra‘-
sey‘a’, El—‘a”cus, 17D”ew, Los besos, NSH001, Blu3d, Jess—eja‘es, G–‘y”tle, Epeeីec–e, I’ks.LWC, Mujoka’, RastaK—’s, MB1972,
S—tet–—ef, Sy‘p–y, MegX, Rot–o”pe, W—ld–a”tl—v—e, D”p”y”, Co’’o”‘a–, VoABot II, Sca’la’, Av—ce’’as—s, Laalaaa, S’apS’ap, De”Hexe”,
KellyA”t, Pu”sla’e, LovePatsyCl—’e, R'’'B, S‘ok—zzy, Ia’ិ’es, J.dela’oy, M—’d ‘eal, A—a94, Fly—’gOko, Pwfe’to’, He’”yLa”se’, Jo–’-
so’‘j, Ca”d—’alDa’, Dalt”eyE’tw—stleMoo’Tow’s–e’d, T–e fy’est, Egg–ead06, Mal—k S–abazz, VolkovBot, Ha”fa”–s, E”—ca‘a’dy, Bet-
’-Ma’, Me”cu”ywood”ose, Tovojolo, Tec–’opat, R—to Revolto, Mus—“zfy’est, Slysplace, Nua’ce 4, BotKu’g, Not’—l, MW—elage, GeeTee-
Bee, T”ut–a’ado, Edkoll—’, M—ssy‘x, Atla’tab”avz, No”walkctguy, Cosp”—’gs, Muz—kJu’ky, TYLER, S“uot—s, Æt–elwold, Fco”t–ay, M—ssy
P”—ssy, Ca”‘ake”1, RJagua”3, M.t–o”—ya’, D”ea‘e”.se, Blackjays1, Flye”22, W’eed–a‘02, Ra—lb—”dJAM, All‘—g–tyduck, Wys—’ge”, As-
pects, Euge’ S—‘—o’ 14, Macy, N—cole A. Je’k—’s, C–”—sTofu11961, P—’kadel—ca, P”ec—ous Roy, Wj‘u‘‘e”t, H—ិ–—t‘a’, Beatleboy,
Dev—’t–eelde”, Lea–twosa—’ts, ClueBot, B”—a’ Tjoe-N—j, Wu”‘Woode, Mattg—”l—’g, J‘back52, Exc—”—al, W‘lsc–lotte”e”, Ab”ec–, Su’
C”eato”, P”oxy Use”, Sc–”e—be”B—ke, Pa‘ela Ga”d—’e”, A’ot–e” Bel—eve”, Spe””y3924, Teze”o, Ge’oTex, Ca’—–aveacook—e, XL—’kBot,
Wolfe”68, W—k—use”100, Hudso’702, Dt–o‘se’8, Avo—ded, Nell—eBly, T—‘010987, Aut–u’, TFBCT1, SlubGlub, Kbda’kbot, Addbot,
W—llk—’g1979, Oាe’bac–, Ho‘e” saves p”es—de’ts, Jafeluv, Da’56, Tc’cv, Atet–’ekos, O‘egaX‘uta’tX, Pat”ol110, Jea’’e boley’,
Noozg”oop, Dyad”o’, Dow’load, Ja”v—s–u’t, Ccacs‘ss, L—–aas, Tassedet–e, M—g–tyCA, T—de ”olls, L—g–tbot, Quad”—v—alM—’d, Legobot,
Luckas-bot, Yobot, IW.HG, T”—bal44, A’o‘—eBOT, C”ackt–ew–—p775, Ojo”ojo, D””ussel, P—a’o ’o’ t”oppo, Ul”—c1313, Mate”—alsc—e’-
t—st, Rad—oB”oadcast, C—tat—o’ bot, Alex T., X“bot, Belasted, T”easu”e–ouse, Luc—lleBall, J—‘a”ey, Jb”u—’152, Cu”t—s1474, B—–co, J‘u’do,
A’’a F”odes—ak, T—lle”54, S”—c–32977, Kd3569, J04’, G”ouc–oBot, B”ot–e”Da”ksoul, I’d—goNY, Su’st”oke1962, S–—”—k, Book‘ax, Cut—es-
”ocksxx12, Doulos C–”—stos, Babyblyead–, Tabled–ote, Sa‘wb123, E”—k9bot, Dougofbo”g, L‘bluz99, F”escoBot, Maste”k’—g–ted, HJ
M—tc–ell, Maca”o’love”, F”es––, F—e”o651, HRoestBot, Luk—eee-gee, Ep—’o—a, T—’to’5, To‘cat7, Sluាs, Fat&Happy, G”apedApe, RedBot,
Asa”aullo05, Pouyak–a’—, D—scog”ap–e”, TobeBot, Lotje, Pe’sat—va, Wa—t—’gFo”Co’’ect—o’, Ca’uck—a’89, Suាus—o’ of Yellow, Tb–otc–,
Hobbes Goodyea”, Rjw—l‘s—Bot, JazzKat53, R—pc–—p Bot, E‘ausBot, Jo–’ of Read—’g, Jagope”so’, POB13, K—‘—ko20, J—‘ M—c–ael, Ev-
e”yt–—’g Else Is Take’, Sepgu—l–e”‘e, Zé”oBot, Lx–—zy, H3llBot, U+003F, MaxBassa’ett—, W”y’eck56, C–u—spasto’Bot, Ha’dso‘eFella,
Soាិe7, So’—cyout–86, Ba””ya’ola’d, ClueBot NG, CactusBot, Ga”et– G”—ឹt–-Jo’es, Pke”tes, Joef”o‘”a’db, P”osc”—be, B—bl—o”ock, Top–-
t–e‘etalbe’de”, Ke’’y1234dyfu–’—‘j, Ke’’y1234dyfu–’—‘jt’v’”b‘, Pl‘’k, Daveco333, Coppe”S“ua”e, Las–uto, Rowa’ada‘, C–—tt66,
Helpful P—x—e Bot, Lowe”case s—g‘abot, BG19bot, R—c–a”dElde’, Mus—kA’—‘al, Socal212, Ha””y-potte”-‘a’—a, Joydeep, R—ga‘a”olek—ds,
E”’—o48, Jack2793!!, Jo–’’y locks sudbu”y, TodaysNews, OCG”—ឹ’, CAWyl—e, Sa’ta’eca, DaHuzyB”u, Fo”ego5, BattyBot, Pete”so’t—-
’a‘, Jlea”’48, T–ebuck093, K–ay909, Mee’ca’tasev—lla, W–eel‘a’45, De‘—”Baj”akta”ev—c, Colo‘ba”os, K–aza”2, Illegal az14’, Med-
—’a1024, Lug—a2453, U’clea’gelo, VIAFbot, A–‘ad’etbot, Rsvp125, M‘lov, Paul C”uz Sae’z, Ladyofso’ga’dve”se, To’—A5555, Mel-
o’kelo’, Ve”’adeaux1985, Ta—kogu—de, Le‘a”oto, C–a”tbot, Lau”e’cebeck, Justja‘esb, Xe’xax, C–a”ge2c–a”ge, Etta30, Rutd—g, Dav—-
daWa”d96 a’d A’o’y‘ous: 537

13.2 Images
• File:Commons-logo.svg Source: –ttp://upload.w—k—‘ed—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/e’/4/4a/Co‘‘o’s-logo.svg License: ? Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

• File:Etta_James04.JPG Source: –ttp://upload.w—k—‘ed—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/co‘‘o’s/c/c0/Etta_Ja‘es04.JPG License: CC-BY-SA-3.0
Contributors: Self-p–otog”ap–ed Original artist: Rola’d Godef”oy

• File:Musical_note_nicu_bucule_01.svg Source: –ttp://upload.w—k—‘ed—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/co‘‘o’s/9/96/Mus—cal_’ote_’—cu_bucule_01.
svg License: CC0 Contributors: –ttp://ope’cl—pa”t.o”g Original artist: ’—cu bucule

• File:P_vip.svg Source: –ttp://upload.w—k—‘ed—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/e’/6/69/P_v—p.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Saxo_Boca1.JPG Source: –ttp://upload.w—k—‘ed—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/co‘‘o’s/5/53/Saxo_Boca1.JPG License: CC-BY-SA-3.0 Con-
tributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Symbol_book_class2.svg Source: –ttp://upload.w—k—‘ed—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/co‘‘o’s/8/89/Sy‘bol_book_class2.svg License: CC
BY-SA 2.5 Contributors: Mad by Lokal_P”oិl by co‘b—’—’g: Original artist: Lokal_P”oិl

13.3 Content license
• C”eat—ve Co‘‘o’s Att”—but—o’-S–a”e Al—ke 3.0

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etta%2520James?oldid=651024930
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c0/Etta_James04.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/96/Musical_note_nicu_bucule_01.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/96/Musical_note_nicu_bucule_01.svg
http://openclipart.org/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/6/69/P_vip.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/53/Saxo_Boca1.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/89/Symbol_book_class2.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Lokal_Profil
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Lokal_Profil
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

