


Lo”etta Lynch

Fo” othe” uses, see Lo”etta Lynch (disambiguation).

Loretta Elizabeth Lynch[1] (bo”n May 21, 1959) is the
83”d and cu””ent Atto”ney Gene”al of the United States,
having ”ecently se”ved as United States Atto”ney fo” the
Easte”n Dist”ict of New Yo”k. He” tenu”e as U.S. Atto”-
ney began in 2010, and she p”eviously held the position
f”om 1999 to 2001. As U.S. Atto”ney fo” the Easte”n Dis-
t”ict of New Yo”k, Lynch ove”saw fede”al p”osecutions in
B”ooklyn, Queens, Staten Island and Long Island.

On Novembe” 8, 2014, P”esident Ba”ack Obama nomi-
nated he” to succeed E”ic Holde” as Atto”ney Gene”al.[2]

On Feb”ua”y 26, 2015, the Judicia”y Committee of the
United States Senate conិ”med he” appointment by a 12–
8 vote, with all Democ”ats of the committee and th”ee
Republicans in favo”. On Ap”il 23, 2015, Lynch was con-
ិ”med by the Senate by a 56-43 vote, making he” the ិ”st
Af”ican-Ame”ican woman, and only the second woman,
to be conិ”med fo” the position. She was swo”n in as At-
to”ney Gene”al on Ap”il 27, 2015 by Vice P”esident Joe
Biden.

1 Early life and education

Lynch was bo”n on May 21, 1959 in G”eensbo”o, No”th
Ca”olina. G”owing up, he” mothe” was a school lib”a”-
ian and he” fathe” was a Baptist ministe”.[3][4][5] As a
child, she spent hou”s with he” fathe”, watching cou”t p”o-
ceedings in the cou”thouse of Du”ham, No”th Ca”olina.
He” ea”ly inte”est in cou”t p”oceedings was compounded
by sto”ies of he” g”andfathe”, a sha”ec”oppe” and pasto”,
who in the 1930s helped people move to the no”th to es-
cape p”osecutions unde” the ”acist Jim C”ow laws of the
time.[6][3] Lynch ea”ned a Bachelo” of A”ts in English and
Ame”ican lite”atu”e f”om Ha”va”d College in 1981 and a
Ju”is Docto” f”om Ha”va”d Law School in 1984.[7][8] She
is a membe” of Delta Sigma Theta So”o”ity, Inc., a cha”-
te”ing membe” of the Xi Tau chapte” of the so”o”ity while
at Ha”va”d.[9][10]

2 Career

2.1 Early career

Lynch’s ិ”st legal job was as a litigation associate fo”
Cahill Go”don & Reindel. She joined the Easte”n Dis-

t”ict as a d”ug and violent-c”ime p”osecuto” in the U.S.
Atto”ney’s office in 1990. F”om 1994 to 1998, she se”ved
as the chief of the Long Island office and wo”ked on sev-
e”al political co””uption cases involving the gove”nment
of B”ookhaven, New Yo”k. F”om 1998 to 1999, she was
the chief assistant U.S. Atto”ney in the Easte”n Dist”ict
and headed the B”ooklyn office.

In 1999, she was nominated by P”esident Bill Clinton to
se”ve as the U.S. Atto”ney fo” the Easte”n Dist”ict of New
Yo”k.[11] Du”ing he” te”m as U.S. Atto”ney, Lynch ove”-
saw p”osecution of New Yo”k City police office”s in the
Abne” Louima case.

In 2001, Lynch left the U.S. Atto”ney’s office to be-
come a pa”tne” at Hogan&Ha”tson (late” Hogan Lovells).
She ”emained the”e until Janua”y 20, 2010, when P”esi-
dent Ba”ack Obama nominated Lynch to again se”ve as
United States Atto”ney fo” the Easte”n Dist”ict of New
Yo”k.[8][12] F”om 2003 to 2005, she was a membe” of the
boa”d of the Fede”al Rese”ve Bank of New Yo”k.[13]

Following the July 2014 death of E”ic Ga”ne”, an un-
a”med man who died afte” being held in a depa”tment-
p”ohibited chokehold by a New Yo”k City police office”,
Lynch ag”eed tomeet with Ga”ne”’s family to discuss pos-
sible fede”al p”osecution of the office” believed to be ”e-
sponsible in his death.[14][15]

Lynch’s office p”osecuted Republican cong”essman
Michael G”imm; p”osecuted Democ”atic politicians
Ped”o Espada J”. and William Boyland, J”.; investigated
Citig”oup ove” mo”tgage secu”ities sold by the bank, ”e-
sulting in a US$7 billion settlement; and was involved in
the US$1.2 billion settlement with HSBC ove” violations
of the Bank Sec”ecy Act.[3][16][17]

2.2 Nomination as Attorney General

On Novembe” 8, 2014, P”esident Ba”ack Obama nomi-
nated Lynch fo” the position of U.S. Atto”ney Gene”al,
to succeed E”ic Holde”, who had p”eviously announced
his ”esignation, pending conិ”mation of his ”eplacement.
She was conិ”med by the Senate Judicia”y Committee on
Feb”ua”y 26, 2015, and app”oved by the Senate in a 56
Yea and 43 Nay vote on Ap”il 23,[18] the”eby becoming
the ិ”st Af”ican-Ame”ican woman; the second Af”ican
Ame”ican, afte” Holde”; and the second woman, afte”
Janet Reno; to hold this office.[2][19]

Eight Republicans on the Senate Judicia”y Committee,
including the chai”man, Chuck G”assley, had opposed
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2 5 EXTERNAL LINKS

Lynch’s conិ”mation afte” what Democ”ats c”iticized as
a ”eco”d-long delay. G”assley defended delays in holding
the vote, saying it was impo”tant to gathe” mo”e info”-
mation on Lynch’s ”ole in settling an $1.9 billion money-
launde”ing deal with HSBC when she se”ved as US at-
to”ney in New Yo”k. Republican Senato” David Vitte”
c”iticized ”ecent admissions by Lynch that she had failed
to ិnd out about sepa”ate documents ”evealing HSBC’s
”ole in helping clients hide money oាsho”e befo”e ag”ee-
ing not to p”osecute the bank.[20] On Ap”il 23, 2015, clo-
tu”e was invoked on he” nomination by a vote of 66 to
34.[21] He” appointment was conិ”med the same day by
a 56 to 43 vote.[18][22][23] He” nomination p”ocess was one
of the longest in the histo”y of the United States, taking
166 days afte” she was ិ”st nominated fo” the post.[24]

3 Personal

Lynch and he” husband, Stephen Ha”g”ove, ma””ied in
2007. In he” pe”sonal life she uses he” ma””ied name,
Lo”etta Lynch Ha”g”ove. He” husband has two child”en
f”om a p”evious ma””iage.[3][25]
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