


M—sty Copela’d

Misty Copeland (bo”’ Septe‘be” 10, 1982) —s a’ aut–o”,
e’te”ta—’e”, a’d A‘e”—ca’ ballet da’ce” fo” A‘e”—ca’
Ballet T–eat”e (ABT), o’e of t–e t–”ee lead—’g class—cal
ballet co‘pa’—es —’ t–e U’—ted States (alo’g w—t– New
Yo”k C—ty Ballet a’d Sa’ F”a’c—sco Ballet).[1] S–e —s t–e
t–—”d Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ solo—st a’d ិ”st —’ two decades
w—t– ABT, w–e”e s–e –as e’du”ed t–e cultu”al p”essu”e
assoc—ated w—t– t–—s ”ole.[2]

Copela’d —s co’s—de”ed a p”od—gy w–o ”ose to sta”do‘
desp—te ’ot sta”t—’g ballet u’t—l t–e age of 13. By age 15,
Copela’dཐs ‘ot–e” a’d ballet teac–e”s, w–o we”e se”v—’g
as –e” custod—al gua”d—a’s, foug–t a custody battle ove”
–e”. Mea’w–—le, Copela’d, w–o was al”eady a’ awa”d-
w—’’—’g da’ce”, was ិeld—’g p”ofess—o’al oាe”s.[3] T–e
1998 legal p”oceed—’gs —’volved ិl—’gs fo” e‘a’c—pat—o’
by Copela’d a’d ”est”a—’—’g o”de”s by –e”‘ot–e”.[4] Bot–
s—des d”opped legal p”oceed—’gs, a’d Copela’d ‘oved
–o‘e to beg—’ study—’g u’de” a ’ew teac–e” w–o was a
fo”‘e” ABT ‘e‘be”.[2]

I’ 1997, Copela’d wo’ t–e Los A’geles Mus—c Ce’te”
Spotl—g–t Awa”d as t–e best da’ce” —’ Sout–e”’ Cal—fo”-
’—a. Afte” two su‘‘e” wo”ks–ops w—t– t–e ABT, s–e be-
ca‘e a ‘e‘be” of t–e Stud—o Co‘pa’y —’ 2000, a ‘e‘-
be” of t–e co”ps de ballet —’ 2001, a’d a solo—st —’ 2007.[5]

Styl—st—cally, s–e —s co’s—de”ed a class—cal ballet da’ce”.[6]

As a solo—st s—’ce t–e autu‘’ of 2007, s–e –as bee’ de-
sc”—bed as –av—’g ‘atu”ed —’to a ‘o”e co’te‘po”a”y a’d
sop–—st—cated da’ce”.[7]

1 Early life

Copela’d was bo”’ —’ Ka’sas C—ty, M—ssou”—, a’d ”a—sed
—’ t–e Sa’ Ped”o co‘‘u’—ty of Los A’geles, Cal—fo”-
’—a.[5] S–e —s of Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’, Ge”‘a’ A‘e”—ca’
a’d Ital—a’ A‘e”—ca’ desce’t.[8] Copela’d —s t–e you’gest
of Sylv—a DelaCe”’aཐs fou” c–—ld”e’ f”o‘ –e” seco’d ‘a”-
”—age. Copela’dཐs s—bl—’gs f”o‘ t–at ‘a””—age a”e E”—ca
Step–a’—e Copela’d, Douglas Copela’d J”., a’d C–”—sto-
p–e” Rya’ Copela’d. S–e also –as two you’ge” –alf-
s—bl—’gs, L—’dsey Mo’—“ue B”ow’ (a fo”‘e” t”ack sta”
at C–—co State U’—ve”s—ty) a’d Ca‘e”o’ Koa DelaCe”’a,
o’e eac– f”o‘ –e” ‘ot–e”ཐs t–—”d a’d fou”t– ‘a””—age.[8]

Copela’d d—d ’ot see –e” fat–e”, Doug Copela’d, betwee’
t–e ages of two a’d twe’ty-two.[9] DelaCe”’a, a fo”‘e”
Ka’sas C—ty C–—efs c–ee”leade”, –ad stud—ed da’ce.[8]

S–e —s a t”a—’ed Med—cal Ass—sta’t, but wo”ked ‘ostly
—’ sales.[10] DelaCe”’a —s b—”ac—al (Ital—a’ a’d Af”—ca’-
A‘e”—ca’) a’d adopted by Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ pa”e’ts.[11]

Betwee’ t–e ages of t–”ee a’d seve’ Copela’d l—ved —’
Bellីowe”, Cal—fo”’—a, w—t– –e” ‘ot–e” a’d –e” ‘ot–e”ཐs
t–—”d –usba’d Ha”old B”ow’, a Sa’ta Fe Ra—l”oad sales
execut—ve.[12] T–e fa‘—ly ‘oved to Sa’ Ped”o w–e”e
Sylv—a eve’tually ‘a””—ed –e” fou”t– –usba’d, ”ad—olog—st
Robe”t DelaCe”’a, a’d w–e”e M—sty atte’ded Po—’t
Fe”‘—’ Ele‘e’ta”y Sc–ool.[13] W–e’ s–e was seve’,
Copela’d saw Nadia o’ L—fet—‘e a’d sudde’ly Nad—a
Co‘ă’ec— was –e” ’ew ”ole ‘odel.[14] At age eleve’, s–e
fou’d –e” ិ”st c”eat—ve outlet at a Boys & G—”ls Club
wood s–op class.[15] Copela’d ’eve” stud—ed ballet o”
gy‘’ast—cs fo”‘ally u’t—l –e” tee’age yea”s. Howeve”,
s–e d—d e’joy c–o”eog”ap–—’g ី—ps a’d da’ce ‘oves to
Ma”—a– Ca”ey so’gs —’ –e” yout–.[16] Follow—’g —’ t–e
footsteps of –e” olde” s—ste” E”—ca w–o –ad sta””ed o’
t–e Da’a M—ddle Sc–ool d”—ll tea‘ t–at wo’ statew—de
co‘pet—t—o’s, Copela’d beca‘e capta—’ of t–e Da’a d”—ll
tea‘.[17] Copela’dཐs ’atu”al p”ese’ce a’d sk—ll ca‘e to
t–e atte’t—o’ of –e” class—cally t”a—’ed Da’a d”—ll tea‘
coac–, El—zabet– Ca’t—’e, —’ Sa’ Ped”o.[4][8] S–e was
ិ”st —’t”oduced to ballet —’ classes at –e” local Boys &
G—”ls Club by Cy’t–—a B”adley, w–o was a f”—e’d of
Ca’t—’eཐs.[18][19][20] DelaCe”’a allowed Copela’d to go
to t–e club afte” sc–ool u’t—l t–e wo”kday e’ded a’d
B”adley, a fo”‘e” wo”k—’g da’ce” w—t– co‘pa’—es —’ Sa’
D—ego, V—”g—’—a a’d Ke’tucky, taug–t a f”ee ballet class
t–e”e o’ce a week.[8] B”adley —’v—ted Copela’d to atte’d
class at t–e s‘all local ballet sc–ool, Sa’ Ped”o Da’ce
Ce’te”. Howeve”, Copela’d —’—t—ally decl—’ed t–e of-
fe” because –e” ‘ot–e” d—d ’ot –ave a ca”, was wo”k-
—’g 12ཊ14 –ou”s a day, a’d –e” oldest s—ste” E”—ca was
wo”k—’g two jobs.[8][19] Copela’d bega’ –e” ballet stud-
—es at t–e age of 13 at t–e Sa’ Ped”o Da’ce Ce’te” w–e’
Cy’t–—a B”adley bega’ p—ck—’g –e” up f”o‘ sc–ool.[5][19]

Du”—’g –e” ិ”st yea” of ‘—ddle sc–ool t–e fa‘—ly left
Robe”t.[21] Afte” l—v—’g w—t– va”—ous boyf”—e’ds of –e”
‘ot–e”, t–e fa‘—ly, ‘oved to t–e Su’set I’’ —’ Ga”de’a,
Cal—fo”’—a.[19][22] Soo’, DelaCe”’a told Copela’d t–at s–e
would –ave to g—ve up ballet. Howeve”, B”adley wa’ted
Copela’d to co’t—’ue a’d oាe”ed to –ost –e”, to w–—c–
DelaCe”’a ag”eed so M—sty could pu”sue –e” d”ea‘.[23]

Eve’tually, t–ey s—g’ed a ‘a’age‘e’t co’t”act as well
as a l—fe-sto”y co’t”act. S–e spe’t t–e weekdays w—t– t–e
B”adleys ’ea” t–e coast a’d t–e weeke’ds at –o‘e w—t–
–e” ‘ot–e”,[4] a two-–ou” bus ”—de away.[24] By t–e age
of fou”tee’, Copela’d was t–e w—’’e” of a ’at—o’al ballet
co’test a’d wo’ –e” ិ”st solo ”ole.[24]

T–e B”adleys —’t”oduced Copela’d to books a’d v—deos
about ballet. W–e’ s–e got to see Palo‘a He””e”a pe”-
fo”‘ at t–e Do”ot–y C–a’dle” Pav—l—o’, Copela’d bega’
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2 2 CUSTODY CASE

to —dol—ze –e” as ‘uc– as s–e d—d Ma”—a– Ca”ey.[8] Af-
te” t–”ee ‘o’t–s of study Copela’d was e’ po—’te.[19]

T–e ‘ed—a ិ”st ’ot—ced Copela’d w–e’ s–e d”ew 2,000
pat”o’s pe” s–ow as s–e pe”fo”‘ed as Cla”a —’ t–e The
Nutcracker afte” o’ly e—g–t ‘o’t–s of study.[8] A la”ge”
”ole —’ Don Quixote a’d a featu”ed ”ole —’ The Chocolate
Nutcracker, a’ Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’ ve”s—o’ of t–e tale t–at
was ’a””ated by Debb—e Alle’, soo’ followed.[8]

T–e su‘‘e” befo”e –e” ិftee’t– b—”t–day, Copela’d a’d
B”adley dec—ded to pu”sue –o‘esc–ool—’g to f”ee up
t—‘e fo” da’ce.[25] At ិftee’ yea”s old, Copela’d wo’
ិ”st place —’ t–e Los A’geles Mus—c Ce’te” Spotl—g–t
Awa”ds.[2] T–e co‘pet—t—o’ was –eld at t–e C–a’dle”
Pav—l—o’ o’ Ma”c– 24, 1998,[26] a’d Copela’d sa—d —t was
t–e ិ”st t—‘e s–e eve” battled ’e”vous’ess.[2] T–e w—’-
’e”s ”ece—ved sc–ola”s–—ps betwee’ $500 a’d $2500.[27]

Copela’dཐs v—cto”y —’ t–e 10t– a’’ual co’test a‘o’g
g—fted –—g– sc–ool stude’ts —’ Sout–e”’ Cal—fo”’—a[26] se-
cu”ed –e” ”ecog’—t—o’ by t–e Los Angeles Times as t–e best
you’g da’ce” —’ t–e G”eate” Los A’geles A”ea.[28]

Copela’d stud—ed at t–e Sa’ F”a’c—sco Ballet Sc–ool af-
te” w—’’—’g t–e Spotl—g–t awa”d.[5][19]W–—le t”a—’—’g w—t–
B”adley, s–e selected t–e wo”ks–op w—t– t–e Sa’ F”a’-
c—sco Ballet ove” oាe”s f”o‘ t–e Joា”ey Ballet, A‘e”—-
ca’ Ballet T–eat”e, Da’ce T–eate” of Ha”le‘ a’d Pac—ិc
No”t–west Ballet.[8][29] Of t–e p”og”a‘s s–e aud—t—o’ed
fo”, o’ly t–e New Yo”k C—ty Ballet decl—’ed to ‘ake –e”
a’ oាe”.[29] Du”—’g t–e s—x week wo”ks–op, Copela’d was
placed —’ t–e ‘ost adva’ced classes.[30] S–e was u’de”
full tu—t—o’ plus expe’ses sc–ola”s–—p at t–e Sa’ F”a’c—sco
Ballet su‘‘e” wo”ks–op.[31] At t–e e’d of t–e wo”ks–op,
s–e ”ece—ved o’e of t–e few oាe”s to co’t—’ue as a full-
t—‘e stude’t at t–e sc–ool, but w—t– e’cou”age‘e’t f”o‘
–e” ‘ot–e” to ”etu”’ –o‘e a’d f”o‘ B”adley to ”etu”’ to
t–e pe”so’al atte’t—o’ t–e B”adley fa‘—ly oាe”ed, s–e de-
cl—’ed w—t– v—s—o’s of a subse“ue’t su‘‘e” w—t– ABT.[32]

S–e ”etu”’ed –o‘e to co’t”ove”sy as –e” fa‘—ly ”ese’ted
t–e B”adleyཐs —’ីue’ce. T–ey asked Copela’d to ”esu‘e
–e” ”es—de’ce w—t– t–e‘, ”esu‘e study at Sa’ Ped”o H—g–
Sc–ool a’d soug–t Ca’t—’eཐs adv—ce o’ ិ’d—’g a ’ew bal-
let sc–ool.[33] Soo’ s–e bega’ –e” ju’—o” yea” at Sa’ Pe-
d”o a’d –e” ballet stud—es w—t– fo”‘e” ABT da’ce” D—a’e
Lau”—dse’ of To””a’ceཐs Sout– Bay Ballet at t–e Lau”—dse’
Ballet Ce’te”.[5][34] As a stude’t, Copela’d –ad a 3.8/4.0
GPA t–”oug– –e” ju’—o” yea” of –—g– sc–ool.[34]

2 Custody case

ནT–e d—s‘—ssal of t–e e‘a’c—pat—o’ pet—t—o’ acco‘-
pl—s–ed Sylv—aཐs ‘a—’ goal of keep—’g t–e fa‘—ly bo’ds
—’tact a’d st”o’g, w—t–out —’te”fe”e’ce by t–—”d pa”t—es....
A’ot–e” co’ce”’ of Sylv—a —’ ិl—’g a ”e“uest fo” ”est”a—’-
—’g o”de”s was t–at s–e d—d ’ot bel—eve —t was —’ M—styཐs
best —’te”est to –ave co’t—’u—’g co’tact w—t– t–e B”adleys.
I’ t–e swo”’ decla”at—o’s ិled by t–e B”adleys —’ ”espo’se
to t–e ”est”a—’—’g o”de” t–ey sa—d t–at ནwe –ave ’ot a’d

w—ll ’eve” do a’yt–—’g to —’te”fe”e w—t– M—styཐs ”elat—o’-
s–—p w—t– –e” ‘ot–e”.... S—’ce Sylv—a –as acco‘pl—s–ed all
of t–e goals t–at s–e —’te’ded to ac–—eve w–e’ s–e ិled –e”
pape”s w—t– t–e cou”t we –ave c–ose’ ’ot to p”oceed to
seek a’ —’ju’ct—o’ —’ t–—s ‘atte”.པ

ཋGlo”—a All”ed[19]

Copela’d l—ved a’d t”a—’ed w—t– Cy’t–—a a’d Pat”—ck
B”adley fo” ’ea”ly t–”ee yea”s, e’d—’g —’ 1998.[3][19] Du”-
—’g t–at t—‘e s–e pu”sued —’depe’de’t study fo” te’t–
g”ade.[8][19] Afte” Copela’d ”etu”’ed f”o‘ –e” su‘‘e”
1998 Sa’ F”a’c—sco Ballet expe”—e’ce, –e” ‘ot–e” —’-
fo”‘ed –e” t–at s–e would be stay—’g w—t– –e” a’d ’ot
”esu‘—’g –e” study w—t– t–e B”adleys.[8][19] Copela’d
was d—st”aug–t w—t– fea” t–at s–e would ’ot be able to
da’ce.[4] S–e –ad –ea”d t–e te”‘ e‘a’c—pat—o’ w–—le —’
Sa’ F”a’c—sco;[19] t–e p”ocedu”e was co‘‘o’ a‘o’g
you’g pe”fo”‘e”s.[8] T–e B”adleys —’t”oduced Copela’d
to Steve’ Ba”tell, a lawye” w–o expla—’ed t–e e‘a’c—pa-
t—o’ pet—t—o’ p”ocess.[8][19] Copela’d says s–e u’de”stood
t–e p”ocess as a way to ‘ake eve”yt–—’g bette”.[19] T–e
B”adleys e’cou”aged –e” to be abse’t w–e’ t–e e‘a’c—-
pat—o’ pet—t—o’ was del—ve”ed to –e” ‘ot–e”.[19] Copela’d
”a’ away f”o‘ –o‘e fo” t–”ee days a’d stayed w—t– a
f”—e’d.[4][19]

Afte” –e” ‘ot–e” ”epo”ted Copela’d ‘—ss—’g, s–e was
told about t–e e‘a’c—pat—o’ pet—t—o’.[19] T–”ee days afte”
”u’’—’g away, Copela’d was take’ to t–e pol—ce stat—o’
by Ba”tell, w–o ិled e‘a’c—pat—o’ pape”s.[4] Copela’dཐs
‘ot–e” subse“ue’tly appl—ed fo” a ”est”a—’—’g o”de”,
w–—c– —’cluded t–e B”adleysཐ ិve-yea”-old so’ w–o –ad
bee’ Copela’dཐs ”oo‘‘ate. T–e o”de” was pa”tly —’-
te’ded to p”eclude co’tact betwee’ t–e B”adleys a’d
Copela’d, but —t d—d ’ot –ave p”ope” legal bas—s, s—’ce
t–e”e –ad bee’ ’o stalk—’g a’d ’o –a”ass‘e’t.[19]

I’ late 1998, a custody co’t”ove”sy occu””ed —’volv-
—’g Copela’d. T–e case was –—g–ly publ—c—zed —’ t–e
p”ess (espec—ally Los Angeles Times a’d Extra),[19] sta”t-
—’g —’ August a’d Septe‘be” 1998.[3][19] Pa”ts of t–e
p”ess cove”age sp—lled ove” —’to op-ed a”t—cles.[34] I’
t–e case, w–—c– was –ea”d —’ To””a’ce —’ t–e Supe”—o”
Cou”t of Los A’geles Cou’ty, DelaCe”’a cla—‘ed t–at
t–e B”adleys –ad b”a—’was–ed Copela’d —’to ិl—’g su—t
fo” e‘a’c—pat—o’ f”o‘ –e” ‘ot–e”,[3][35][36] a’d DelaC-
e”’a, w–o was ”ep”ese’ted by Glo”—a All”ed,[19] ិled a
se”—es of ”est”a—’—’g o”de”s aga—’st Ba”tell, t–e lawye”
w–o ិled t–e e‘a’c—pat—o’ c–a”ges o’ be–alf of –e”
daug–te”.[3] All”ed cla—‘ed t–at t–e B”adleys –ad tu”’ed
Copela’d aga—’st –e” ‘ot–e” by bel—ttl—’g DelaCe”’aཐs
—’tell—ge’ce.[35] T–e B”adleys we”e ’ot —’t—‘—dated by t–e
su—ts a’d sa—d t–ey we”e w—ll—’g to e’fo”ce t–e ‘a’age-
‘e’t co’t”act, w–—c– gave t–e‘ aut–o”—ty a’d ”—g–ts to
twe’ty pe”ce’t of Copela’dཐs ea”’—’gs u’t—l s–e beca‘e
e—g–tee’,[19] v—a t–e legal syste‘.[3]

Afte” DelaCe”’a stated t–at s–e would always ‘ake su”e
Copela’d could da’ce, t–e e‘a’c—pat—o’ pape”s a’d ”e-
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st”a—’—’g o”de”s we”e d”opped.[4] Eve’ t–oug– s–e –ad
d”opped t–e te‘po”a”y ”est”a—’—’g o”de” ”e“uest, DelaC-
e”’a wa’ted t–e B”adleys out of –e” daug–te”ཐs l—fe.[28]

Late” —’ 1998, Copela’d, w–o cla—‘ed s–e d—d ’ot eve’
u’de”sta’d t–e te”‘ e‘a’c—pat—o’, w—t–d”ew t–e ”e“uest
afte” —’fo”‘—’g t–e judge t–at suc– c–a”ges ’o lo’ge”
”ep”ese’ted –e” w—s–es.[24][28] Eve’tually, Copela’d ”e-
e’”olled at Sa’ Ped”o H—g– Sc–ool o’ pace to be a pa”t
of –e” o”—g—’al class of 2000 a’d bega’ ballet study w—t–
Lau”—dse’ Ballet Ce’t”e, alt–oug– —t was ’ow ”est”—cted
to afte”’oo’s —’ defe”e’ce to –e” sc–ool—’g.[8][19] Af-
te”wa”d, all pa”t—es appea”ed o’ Leeza G—bbo’s' Leeza
s–ow.[19] I’ 2000, DelaCe”’a stated t–at Copela’dཐs ea”’-
—’gs f”o‘ ballet we”e set as—de —’ a sav—’gs accou’t a’d
o’ly used as ’eeded.[34]

3 American Ballet Theatre

Copela’d was desc”—bed by ‘a’y ea”ly publ—c ac-
cou’ts as t–e ិ”st Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’ fe‘ale solo—st fo”
ABT.[2][18][37] Howeve”, A’’e Be’’a S—‘s a’d No”a
K—‘ball, w–o we”e w—t– t–e ABT —’ t–e ea”ly a’d
‘—d-1980s ”espect—vely,[38][39][40] p”eceded –e”.[41] As of
2008, Copela’d –as bee’ t–e o’ly Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’
wo‘a’ —’ t–e da’ce co‘pa’y fo” –e” e’t—”e A‘e”—-
ca’ Ballet T–eat”e ca”ee”, ’o” —s t–e”e a ‘ale Af”—ca’-
A‘e”—ca’ s—’ce t–e depa”tu”e of Da’’y T—dwell —’
2005.[2][42] I’ a’ —’te”’at—o’al ballet co‘‘u’—ty w—t–
a lack of d—ve”s—ty,[43] s–e —s a ”a”e Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’
balle”—’a,[44] a’d alt–oug– s–e –as bee’ s–—elded f”o‘ sev-
e”al —ssues, s–e e’du”es t–e d—ឹcult—es of cultu”al —sola-
t—o’ as t–e seco’d Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ ABT solo—st ballet
da’ce”. S—’ce s–e —s ofte’ c”ed—ted as t–e ិ”st Af”—ca’-
A‘e”—ca’ ABT solo—st ballet da’ce” —’ t–e p”ess, so‘e
desc”—be –e” as t–e Jack—e Rob—’so’ of class—cal ballet.[2]

Copela’d also feels t–at s—’ce t–e fe‘ale da’ce” —s t–e
focus of t–e ballet, –e” ”ole as a t”a—l-blaz—’g pe”fo”‘e”
a’d ”ole ‘odel –as ext”a s—g’—ិca’ce.[2] S–e —s —’cluded
—’ t–e 2004 p—ctu”e book by fo”‘e” ABT da’ce” Ros-
al—e O'Co’’o” t–at —s e’t—tled Getting Closer: A Dancer’s

Perspective (ISBN 0-8130-2768-3).[45] Copela’dཐs pe”-
fo”‘a’ces w—t– A‘e”—ca’ Ballet T–eat”e a”e spo’so”ed
by Susa’ Fales-H—ll.[5][18]

3.1 Early ABT career

Copela’d aud—t—o’ed fo” seve”al da’ce p”og”a‘s —’ 1999,
a’d eac– ‘ade –e” a’ oាe” to e’”oll —’ —ts su‘‘e”
p”og”a‘.[8] Copela’d pe”fo”‘ed w—t– t–e ABT as pa”t
of —ts 1999 a’d 2000 Su‘‘e” I’te’s—ve p”og”a‘s.[46][47]

Du”—’g t–e su‘‘e” of 1999, t–e top—c of w–et–e”
Copela’d would stay —f —’v—ted ca‘e up, a’d s–e ”e-
spo’ded aឹ”‘at—vely, alt–oug– –e” ‘ot–e” —’s—sted ិ’-
—s–—’g –—g– sc–ool was —‘po”ta’t.[8] Du”—’g t–at su‘‘e”,
s–e was told t–at s–e would l—kely be —’v—ted to stay af-
te” s–e g”aduated —’ 2000 a’d by t–e e’d of t–e su‘‘e”

s–e was asked to sk—p –e” se’—o” yea” a’d jo—’ t–e stud—o
co‘pa’y.[8] Copela’d ”etu”’ed to Cal—fo”’—a fo” –e” se-
’—o” yea”, eve’ t–oug– t–e ABT a””a’ged to pay fo” –e”
pe”fo”‘a’ces, –ous—’g acco‘‘odat—o’s a’d acade‘—c
a””a’ge‘e’ts.[8] S–e stud—ed at t–e Su‘‘e” I’te’s—ve
P”og”a‘ o’ full sc–ola”s–—p fo” bot– su‘‘e”s a’d was
decla”ed ABTཐs Nat—o’al Coca-Cola Sc–ola” —’ 2000.[5]

I’ t–e 2000 Su‘‘e” I’te’s—ve P”og”a‘, s–e da’ced t–e
”ole of K—t”— —’ Don Quixote.[5][47] Of t–e 150 da’ce”s —’
t–e 2000 Su‘‘e” I’te’s—ve P”og”a‘, s–e was o’e of s—x
selected to jo—’ t–e ju’—o” da’ce t”oupe.[47]

S–e jo—’ed t–e ABT Stud—o Co‘pa’y —’ Septe‘be” 2000,
a’d beca‘e a‘e‘be” of —ts Co”ps de ballet —’ 2001.[5][48]

S–e spe’t ‘ost of –e” ិ”st yea” s—del—’ed due to a lu‘-
ba” st”ess f”actu”e.[49] As pa”t of t–e Stud—o Co‘pa’y,
w–—c– —s t–e ABTཐs seco’d co‘pa’y, s–e pe”fo”‘ed a
duet —’ Tc–a—kovsky's Sleeping Beauty.[50] Du”—’g –e” sec-
o’d yea” —’ t–e co”ps, s–e e’du”ed ‘ed—cally —’duced
p–ys—cal ‘atu”at—o’, p”ofess—o’al p”essu”e to co’fo”‘ to
co’ve’t—o’al ballet aest–et—cs a’d a ”esult—’g b—’ge eat—’g
d—so”de”.[51] Du”—’g –e” yea”s —’ t–e co”ps, s–e felt t–e
bu”de’ of –e” et–’—c—ty —’ ‘a’y ways a’d co’te‘plated
a va”—ety of ca”ee” ‘oves.[52] O’ August 20, 2004, w–—le
o’ b”eak f”o‘ ABT, s–e ‘et –e” b—olog—cal fat–e” fo” t–e
ិ”st t—‘e.[53]

Ea”ly ca”ee” ”ev—ews ‘e’t—o’ed –e” as ‘o”e ”ad—a’t t–a’
–—g–e” ”a’k—’g da’ce”s. S–e was ’a‘ed to t–e 2003
class of Da’ce Magaz—’eཐs ན25 to Watc–པ.[54] As a co”ps
da’ce” s–e –ad t–e oppo”tu’—ty to da’ce alo’gs—de –e”
lo’gt—‘e —dol Palo‘a He””e”a.[8][55] Sta”t—’g —’ 2003, s–e
bega’ to be favo”ably ”ev—ewed fo” –e” ”oles as a ‘e‘-
be” of t–e co”ps —’ La Bayadère a’d W—ll—a‘ Fo”syt–e's
workwithinwork.[56][57] Recog’—t—o’ co’t—’ued —’ 2004
fo” ”oles —’ ballets suc– as Raymonda a’d workwithin-
work,[6][58][59] a’d t–e 2004 seaso’ —s ”ega”ded as –e”
b”eakt–”oug– seaso’.[6] I’ 2005, –e” ‘ost ’otable pe”-
fo”‘a’ce was —’ Geo”ge Bala’c–—’e's Tarantella.[60] I’
2006, s–e ”ece—ved a ’otable ‘e’t—o’ fo” –e” ”ole —’
Cinderella,[61] a’d s–e was ack’owledged fo” –e” ‘et—c-
ulous class—cal pe”fo”‘a’ce style —’ Giselle.[62] T–at yea”,
s–e also ”etu”’ed to Sout–e”’ Cal—fo”’—a to pe”fo”‘ at
O”a’ge Cou’ty Pe”fo”‘—’g A”ts Ce’te”.[63] Copela’dཐs
ནold-styleཔ pe”fo”‘a’ce co’t—’ued to ea”’ –e” p”a—se u’-
t—l –e” p”o‘ot—o’ to solo—st —’ 2007.[7]

3.2 Soloist

Copela’d was appo—’ted solo—st —’ August 2007,[19] w–—c–
was a’’ou’ced —’ July 2007.[64] Sta’d—’g at 5 feet 2
—’c–es (1.57 ‘),[65] s–e was o’e of t–e you’gest ABT
da’ce”s p”o‘oted to solo—sts,[37] a’d s–e –as bee’ a sta’d-
out a‘o’g –e” pee”s.[66] I’ t–e ea”ly fall 2007 New Yo”k
C—ty Ce’te” seaso’, —’ w–—c– ava’t-ga”de ballets wo”ks
we”e pe”fo”‘ed, s–e p”ese’ted a Bala’c–—’e Ballo Della
Regina ”ole.[67] He” solo —’ t–—s wo”k was –—g–ly ”ega”ded
alt–oug–, as o’e of Bala’c–—’eཐs late” wo”ks, Ballo Della
Regina —s ’ot ”ega”ded as o’e of –—s best p”oduct—o’s.[68]
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He” pe”fo”‘a’ces of Twyla T–a”p wo”ks —’ t–e sa‘e
C—ty Ce’te” seaso’ we”e ”ecog’—zed,[69][70] a’d s–e was
desc”—bed as ‘o”e sop–—st—cated a’d co’te‘po”a”y as a
solo—st t–a’ s–e –ad bee’ as a co”ps da’ce”.[71] As a co”ps
‘e‘be” s–e –ad bee’ ”ecog’—zed fo” p”—o” pe”fo”‘a’ces
of T–a”pཐs wo”k.[72][73] He” su‘‘e” 2008 Met”opol—ta’
Ope”a House seaso’ pe”fo”‘a’ces —’ Don Quixote a’d
Sleeping Beauty we”e well ”ece—ved.[74][75]

I’ 2008, Copela’d wo’ t–e Leo’o”e A’’e’be”g Fellow-
s–—p —’ t–e A”ts, w–—c– fu’ds study w—t– ‘aste” teac–e”s
a’d t”a—’e”s outs—de of t–e A‘e”—ca’ Ballet T–eat”e.[76]

T–e two-yea” fellows–—ps a”e —’ ”ecog’—t—o’ of ནyou’g
a”t—sts of ext”ao”d—’a”y tale’t w—t– t–e goal of p”ov—d—’g
t–e‘ w—t– add—t—o’al ”esou”ces —’ o”de” to fully ”eal—se
t–e—” pote’t—alཔ.[77] Du”—’g t–e 2008ཊ09 seaso’, s–e ”e-
ce—ved publ—c—ty fo” ”oles —’ Twyla T–a”p's Baker’s Dozen
a’d Paul Taylo”'s Company B.[78][79]

I’ Ma”c– 2009, Copela’d spe’t two days —’ Los A’ge-
les ិl‘—’g a ‘us—c v—deo w—t– P”—’ce, fo” t–e ិ”st s—’-
gle f”o‘ –—s 2009 stud—o albu‘ Lotusતower, w–—c– was a
cove” of t–e "C”—‘so’ a’d Clove”".[80][81] P”—’ce caug–t
–e” by su”p”—se w—t– a ’ext-day —’v—tat—o’ to pa”t—c—pate
—’ u’c–o”eog”ap–ed ‘ove‘e’ts. S–e desc”—bed –—s —’-
st”uct—o’s as ནBe you, feel t–e ‘us—c, just ‘oveཔ a’d
upo’ ”e“uest fo” —’st”uct—o’ ནKeep do—’g w–at youཐ”e
do—’gཔ.[82] Du”—’g t–e su‘‘e”, –e” A’’e’be”g Fellow-
s–—p ”esulted —’ t”a—’—’g fo” –e” pe”fo”‘a’ce —’ Bala’-
c–—’eཐs Tschaikovsky Pas de Deux adaptat—o’ of Pyot”
Ily—c– Tc–a—kovsky's Swan Lake "Pas de Deux".[81][83]

S–e also bega’ tak—’g act—’g lesso’s.[81] T–at fall, s–e pe”-
fo”‘ed —’ t–e ABTཐs ិ”st t”—p to Be—j—’g Nove‘be” 12 ཊ
15. T–e s—x-pe”fo”‘a’ce e’gage‘e’t was t–e ិ”st by a’
A‘e”—ca’ ballet co‘pa’y at t–e ’ew Nat—o’al Ce’te” fo”
t–e Pe”fo”‘—’g A”ts.[84]

I’ Octobe” 2010, s–e pe”fo”‘ed at t–e Gugge’–e—‘ Mu-
seu‘ to Dav—d La’g's ‘us—c.[85][86] Du”—’g t–e New Yo”k
C—ty a’d New Je”sey po”t—o’s of P”—’ceཐs Welco‘e 2
A‘e”—ca tou”, Copela’d took a few ’—g–ts oា f”o‘ –e”
2010 ”ole —’ The Nutcracker at B”ookly’ Acade‘y of
Mus—c a’d pe”fo”‘ed a pas de deux e’ po—’te to "T–e
Beaut—ful O’es" as t–e ope’—’g ’u‘be” at t–e Izod Ce’-
te” a’d Mad—so’ S“ua”e Ga”de’.[87] P”—’ce –ad p”ev—-
ously —’v—ted –e” o’stage at a co’ce”t —’ N—ce, F”a’ce.[88]

I’ Feb”ua”y 2011, —’ –o’o” of Black H—sto”y Mo’t–,
Copela’d was selected by Essence as o’e of —ts 37
Bou’da”y-b”eak—’g black wo‘e’ —’ e’te”ta—’‘e’t.[89]

T–at sa‘e ‘o’t–, s–e tou”ed w—t– Co‘pa’y B, w–—c–
pe”fo”‘ed at Sadle”ཐs Wells T–eat”e —’ Lo’do’.[90] O’
Ap”—l 13, 2011, s–e pe”fo”‘ed alo’gs—de P”—’ce o’ t–e
Lopez Tonight s–ow, da’c—’g to t–e so’g ནT–e Beau-
t—ful O’es.པ[91] He” Su‘‘e” 2011 ABT pe”fo”‘a’ces
we”e pa”t of a ’ew Alexe— Rat‘a’sky ballet as well as
a ”ep”—sal of Giselle pas de deux.[82] I’ t–e Rat‘a’-
sky p—ece, Copela’d ea”’ed p”a—se fo” –e” May a’d
Ju’e Met”opol—ta’ Ope”a House pe”fo”‘a’ces: ནM—sty
Copela’d was a lu‘—’ous, teas—’gly se’sual ‘—lk‘a—d.
Iཐll ’eve” look at –e” t–e sa‘e way aga—’,པ[92] S–e pe”-

fo”‘ed Rat‘a’sky to a Met”opol—ta’ Ope”a aud—e’ce
t–at —’cluded Black Swan sta” Natal—e Po”t‘a’.[93] S–e
”ep”—sed t–e ”ole —’ July at t–e Do”ot–y C–a’dle” Pav—l—o’
—’ Los A’geles w—t– a pe”fo”‘a’ce desc”—bed as ནslyཔ.[94]

As a ីowe” g—”l, s–e was desc”—bed as gl—tte”—’g —’ Don
Quixote.[95] I’ August, s–e pe”fo”‘ed at t–e Va—l I’te”’a-
t—o’al Da’ce Fest—val —’ t–e Ge”ald Fo”d A‘p–—t–eate” —’
Va—l, Colo”ado.[96]

Firebird poster

W–—le asp—”—’g to be a p”—’c—pal da’ce”, Copela’d –as
’u‘e”ous goals as a da’ce”, —’ te”‘s of lead—’g ”oles.
S–e asp—”es to pe”fo”‘ lead ”oles —’ Giselle, N—k—ya a’d
Ga‘zatt— —’ La Bayadère, Jul—et —’ Ro‘eo a’d Jul—et
as well as Odette/Od—le —’ Swan Lake.[97] I’ Septe‘be”
2011, s–e was featu”ed —’ t–e Seaso’ 1, ep—sode 5 of t–e
Hulu web se”—es A Day in the Life.[98][99] I’ Dece‘be”,
s–e u’ve—led a l—’e of da’cewea” t–at s–e des—g’ed.[100]

O’ Ap”—l 5, 2012, Copela’d was ”ecog’—zed by T–e
Cou’c—l of U”ba’ P”ofess—o’als as t–e Cou’c—lཐs B”eak-
t–”oug– Leade”s–—p Awa”d w—’’e” at —ts 5t– A’’—ve”sa”y
Leade”s–—p Gala.[101][102]

I’ 2011, Copela’d ‘a”keted da’cewea” l—’e M by
M—sty.[100] S–e –as also p”oduced celeb”—ty cale’da”s.[103]

By late 2012, s–e was seek—’g publ—cat—o’ of two books:
a ‘e‘o—” a’d a’ —llust”ated yout– book.[104] A”ou’d t–—s
t—‘e, Copela’d bega’ ac–—ev—’g solo ”oles —’ full-le’gt–
ballets ”at–e” t–a’ wo”ks t–at we”e ‘ostly ”elat—vely ‘od-
e”’ p—eces.[105] Copela’d sta””ed —’ The Firebird, w—t–
c–o”eog”ap–y by Alexe— Rat‘a’sky at t–e Sege”st”o‘
Ce’te” fo” t–e A”ts —’ Costa Mesa, Cal—fo”’—a. It p”e-
‘—e”ed o’ Ma”c– 29, 2012. T–e pe”fo”‘a’ce was –a—led
by t–e Los Angeles Times Lau”a Ble—be”g as o’e of t–e
yea”s best da’ce pe”fo”‘a’ces.[106] The Firebird was
aga—’ pe”fo”‘ed at t–e Met”opol—ta’ Ope”a House —’
Ju’e 2012. Copela’d a’d fellow ABT solo—st Isabella
Boylsto’ as well as ABT guest a”t—st a’d Bols–o— Bal-
let p”—’c—pal da’ce” Natal—a Os—pova s–a”ed t–e ”ole as
t–e leads —’ t–”ee casts t–at would pe”fo”‘.[107][108][109]

It was Copela’dཐs ិ”st cast—’g as a lead.[108] Backstage
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desc”—bed —t as –e” ན‘ost p”est—g—ous pa”tཔ to date.[110]

He” cast pe”fo”‘ed o’ t–e seco’d ’—g–t.[111] W—t–—’ o’e
week of –e” ិ”st a’d o’ly pe”fo”‘a’ce —’ t–e ”ole at t–e
Met”opol—ta’ Ope”a, Copela’d w—t–d”ew f”o‘ t–e e’t—”e
ABT seaso’ at t–e Met due to s—x st”ess f”actu”es —’ –e”
t—b—a. S–e was s—del—’ed fo” seve’ ‘o’t–s afte” –e” Octo-
be” 10 su”ge”y.[112]

L—fe I’ Mot—o’ cover

I’ Ja’ua”y 2013, s–e a’’ou’ced t–at s–e was wo”k—’g
o’ two books: a ‘e‘o—” u’de” t–e S—‘o’ & Sc–uste”
Touc–sto’e Books label a’d a p—ctu”e book fo” t–e G. P.
Put’a‘ཐs So’s fo” You’g Reade”s label.[113] I’ Septe‘-
be” 2013, Copela’d beca‘e a spokespe”so’ fo” P”oject
Pl—é, a ’at—o’al —’—t—at—ve w—t– t–e goal of b”oade’—’g t–e
p—pel—’e of leade”s–—p w—t–—’ ballet.[114] Copela’d was —’-
te”v—ewed —’ t–e Nove‘be” 2013 Vogue Italia.[115]

I’ Ma”c– 2014 Copela’dཐs autob—og”ap–y Life in Mo-

tion: An Unlikely Ballerina was ”eleased.[116] T–at Ap”—l,
Copela’d was ’a‘ed to t–e P”es—de’tཐs Cou’c—l o’ F—t-
’ess, Spo”ts, a’d Nut”—t—o’.[117] Copela’d beca‘e a guest
judge fo” t–e 11t– seaso’ of FOX's So You Think You Can
Dance.[118] O’ August 14, 2014, New L—’e C—’e‘a op-
t—o’ed Life in Motion fo” a sc”ee’ adaptat—o’.[119]

I’ May 2014, s–e pe”fo”‘ed t–e lead ”ole of Swa’—lda
—’ Coppélia at t–e Met”opol—ta’ Ope”a House.[120][121]

I’ add—t—o’ s–e pe”fo”‘ed t–e ”oles of a S–ade a’d t–e
LeadD'Ja‘pe —’ La Bayadère alo’gs—de He”‘a’Co”’ejo
a’d Al—’a Cojuca”u.[122][123] Late” —’ t–e yea”, s–e pe”-

fo”‘ed t–e Odette/Od—le double ”ole —’ Swan Lake o’
Septe‘be” 3 w–e’ t–e co‘pa’y tou”ed —’ B”—sba’e, Aus-
t”al—a.[124][125] S–e would late” pe”fo”‘ Odette/Od—le —’
New Yo”k C—ty as well as –e” ិ”st Romeo and Juliet.[126]

He” asce’s—o’ to ‘o”e p”o‘—’e’t ”oles occu””ed as t–”ee
ABT p”—’c—pal da’ce”s (Palo‘a He””e”a, Jul—e Ke’t
a’d X—o‘a”a Reyes) e’te”ed t–e—” ិ’al seaso’s befo”e
”et—”e‘e’t.[127]

O’ Nove‘be” 12, 2014, T–e Was–—’gto’ Ballet a’-
’ou’ced t–at Copela’d would ‘ake –e” A‘e”—ca’ debut
—’ Swan Lake w—t– B”ookly’ Mack as –e” love —’te”est,
P”—’ce S—egf”—ed, o’ Ap”—l 9, 2015 at t–e E—se’–owe” T–e-
ate” —’ t–e Jo–’ F. Ke’’edy Ce’te” fo” t–e Pe”fo”‘—’g
A”ts.[128] T–e pe”fo”‘a’ce was a’’ou’ced as T–e Was–-
—’gto’ Balletཐs ិ”st p”ese’tat—o’ of Swan Lake —’ —ts 70
yea” –—sto”y.[129] O’ Nove‘be” 18, t–e Oxyge’ ’etwo”k
a’’ou’ced t–at —t would p”oduce a docuse”—es (”eal—ty se-
”—es) u’de” t–e wo”k—’g t—tle The Misty Copeland Project
about Copela’d as s–e ‘e’to”s a Maste” Class of asp—”-
—’g you’g da’ce”s.[130][131] Copela’d was a Da’ce Mag-
az—’e Awa”ds 2014 –o’o”ee.[132] Copela’d was selected
fo” t–e 2015 T—‘e 100. As a ”esult, Copela’d appea”ed
o’ t–e cove” of Time, ‘ak—’g –e” t–e ិ”st da’ce” to ap-
pea” o’ t–e cove” s—’ce B—ll T. Jo’es ‘ade t–e cove” —’
1994. S–e was pa”t of a a ិve-cove” —’stallat—o’ t–at
also —’cluded Ka’ye West, B”adley Coope”, Rut– Bade”
G—’sbu”g a’d Jo”ge Ra‘os.[133][134] A Ballerina’s Tale, a
docu‘e’ta”y ិl‘ about Copela’d, debuted at t–e 2015
T”—beca F—l‘ Fest—val o’ Ap”—l 19.[135] O’ May 10, s–e
was featu”ed o’ 60 Minutes —’ a seg‘e’t w—t– co””espo’-
de’t B—ll W–—take”.[136][137]

4 Endorsements

Copela’d was featu”ed —’ T-Mob—le's ads fo” t–e
BlackBe””y —’ 2010.[138] I’ Ja’ua”y 2013, D”. Peppe”
bega’ a—”—’g a’ ad ca‘pa—g’ featu”—’g u’—“ue —’d—v—d-
uals suc– as Copela’d.[139] I’ t–e ិ”st “ua”te” of 2014,
s–e beca‘e a spo’so”ed at–lete fo” U’de” A”‘ou”,[140]

w–—c– pa—d –e” ‘o”e –—g–ly t–a’ –e” ballet ca”ee”.[141]

T–e U’de” A”‘ou” wo‘e’-focused ad ca‘pa—g’ sta””—’g
Copela’d was w—dely publ—c—zed,[142][143][144] eve’tually
”esult—’g —’ –e” be—’g ’a‘ed ABC Wo”ld News Pe”so’
of t–e week o’ August 8, 2014.[145][146] T–e ad ca‘pa—g’
was ”ecog’—zed by Adweek as o’e of T–e 10 Best Ads of
2014 w–e”e —t was ”ecog’—zed as ནT–e yea”ཐs best ca‘-
pa—g’ ta”get—’g wo‘e’པ.[147]

5 Personal

Copela’d l—ves w—t– –e” boyf”—e’d Olu Eva’s o’ t–e
Uppe” West S—de.[105][148]
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