


Mu–ammad Al—
T–e Complete Gu—de



Contents

1 Overview 1
1.1 Mu–ammad Al— . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

1.1.1 Ea”ly l—fe and amateu” ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

1.1.2 P”ofess—onal box—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

1.1.3 Late” yea”s and deat– . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

1.1.4 Pe”sonal l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

1.1.5 V—etnam Wa” and ”es—stance to t–e d”aft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

1.1.6 Box—ng style . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

1.1.7 Legacy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

1.1.8 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

1.1.9 Awa”ds and nom—nat—ons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

1.1.10 See also . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

1.1.11 Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

1.1.12 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

1.1.13 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

2 Ringside opponents 18
2.1 Tunney Hunsake” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

2.1.1 Law enfo”cement ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

2.1.2 Box—ng ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

2.1.3 Pe”sonal l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

2.1.4 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

2.1.5 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

2.2 He”b S—le” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

2.2.1 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

2.2.2 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

2.3 J—m Rob—nson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

2.3.1 Backg”ound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

2.3.2 Bout w—t– Al— . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

2.3.3 W–e”eabouts unknown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

2.3.4 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

2.3.5 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

2.3.6 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

—



—— CONTENTS

2.4 W—ll— Besmanoា . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

2.4.1 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

2.4.2 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

2.4.3 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

2.5 Sonny Banks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

2.5.1 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

2.5.2 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

2.6 A”c–—e Moo”e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

2.6.1 Ea”ly l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

2.6.2 F—”st ”et—”ement and comeback . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

2.6.3 T–e Atlant—c Coast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

2.6.4 Wo”ld L—g–t Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

2.6.5 F—nal ”et—”ement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

2.6.6 Act—ng ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

2.6.7 Pe”sonal l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2.6.8 Deat– . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2.6.9 Accolades . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2.6.10 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2.6.11 See also . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2.6.12 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2.6.13 Fu”t–e” ”ead—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2.6.14 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2.7 Doug Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2.7.1 Box—ng ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

2.7.2 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

2.7.3 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

2.7.4 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

2.8 Hen”y Coope” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

2.8.1 B—og”ap–y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

2.8.2 Box—ng ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

2.8.3 L—fe outs—de box—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

2.8.4 Awa”ds and –onou”s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

2.8.5 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

2.8.6 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

2.8.7 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

2.9 Sonny L—ston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

2.9.1 Ea”ly l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

2.9.2 Amateu” box—ng ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

2.9.3 P”ofess—onal box—ng ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

2.9.4 Box—ng style . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

2.9.5 T—tle c–allenge delay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31



CONTENTS ———

2.9.6 Pe”sonal l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

2.9.7 Deat– . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

2.9.8 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

2.9.9 In popula” cultu”e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

2.9.10 See also . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36

2.9.11 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36

2.9.12 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37

2.10 Floyd Patte”son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37

2.10.1 Ea”ly l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

2.10.2 Ea”ly p”o ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

2.10.3 C–amp—ons–—p . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

2.10.4 Ret—”ed l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

2.10.5 Deat– . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

2.10.6 Quotes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

2.10.7 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

2.10.8 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

2.10.9 Fu”t–e” ”ead—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

2.10.10 Fu”t–e” watc–—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

2.10.11 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

2.11 Geo”ge C–uvalo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

2.11.1 Ea”ly l—fe and ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

2.11.2 Ve”sus Patte”son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

2.11.3 Two Al— ិg–ts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

2.11.4 Ot–e” ca”ee” –—g–l—g–ts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

2.11.5 Pe”sonal l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

2.11.6 T”—butes and ot–e” appea”ances . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

2.11.7 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

2.11.8 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

2.11.9 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

2.12 B”—an London . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

2.12.1 Ea”ly ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

2.12.2 B”—t—s– –eavywe—g–t t—tle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

2.12.3 Wo”ld t—tle ិg–t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

2.12.4 Fu”t–e” domest—c ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

2.12.5 Second wo”ld t—tle ិg–t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

2.12.6 Latte” stages of –—s ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

2.12.7 Ret—”ement and pe”sonal l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

2.12.8 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

2.12.9 See also . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

2.12.10 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

2.12.11 Fu”t–e” ”ead—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45



—v CONTENTS

2.12.12 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

2.13 Ka”l M—ldenbe”ge” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

2.13.1 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

2.13.2 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

2.13.3 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

2.14 Cleveland W—ll—ams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

2.14.1 Ve”sus Al— . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46

2.14.2 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46

2.14.3 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46

2.14.4 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46

2.15 E”n—e Te””ell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46

2.15.1 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

2.15.2 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

2.15.3 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

2.16 Zo”a Folley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

2.16.1 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

2.16.2 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

2.16.3 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

2.17 Je””y Qua””y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

2.17.1 Ove”v—ew . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

2.17.2 Box—ng ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

2.17.3 P–ys—cal and mental decl—ne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51

2.17.4 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51

2.17.5 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51

2.17.6 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

2.18 Osca” Bonavena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

2.18.1 L—fe and p”o ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

2.18.2 Ea”ly ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

2.18.3 Deat– . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53

2.18.4 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54

2.18.5 See also . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54

2.18.6 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54

2.18.7 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54

2.19 Joe F”az—e” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54

2.19.1 Ea”ly l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55

2.19.2 Amateu” ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

2.19.3 1964 Olymp—cs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

2.19.4 P”ofess—onal ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57

2.19.5 F—nanc—al —ssues and legal battles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60

2.19.6 Relat—ons–—p w—t– Mu–ammad Al— . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60

2.19.7 Late” yea”s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61



CONTENTS v

2.19.8 In popula” med—a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

2.19.9 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

2.19.10 See also . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

2.19.11 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

2.19.12 B—bl—og”ap–y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63

2.19.13 Fu”t–e” ”ead—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

2.19.14 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

2.20 J—mmy Ell—s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

2.20.1 B—”t– and ea”ly yea”s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

2.20.2 Amateu” ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

2.20.3 Ea”ly p”ofess—onal ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

2.20.4 WBA wo”ld t—tle el—m—nato” matc–es . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

2.20.5 W—ns WBA wo”ld t—tle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

2.20.6 T—tle ”e—gn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

2.20.7 Un—ិcat—on t—tle matc– w—t– Joe F”az—e” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

2.20.8 F—g–t—ng Al— . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

2.20.9 D—m—n—s–—ng sk—lls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

2.20.10 Ret—”ement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

2.20.11 L—fe outs—de box—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

2.20.12 Deat– . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

2.20.13 Legacy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

2.20.14 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

2.20.15 See also . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

2.20.16 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

2.20.17 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

2.21 Buste” Mat–—s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

2.21.1 P”ofess—onal ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

2.21.2 Ret—”ement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

2.21.3 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

2.21.4 Pe”sonal l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

2.21.5 Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

2.21.6 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

2.22 Jü”gen Bl—n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

2.22.1 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

2.22.2 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

2.23 Mac Foste” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

2.23.1 Ea”ly l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

2.23.2 Box—ng ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

2.23.3 Afte” ”et—”ement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

2.23.4 Deat– . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

2.23.5 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69



v— CONTENTS

2.23.6 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

2.23.7 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

2.24 Alv—n Lew—s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

2.24.1 P”ofess—onal ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

2.24.2 Ot–e” matc–es . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

2.24.3 T–e Al— ិg–t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

2.24.4 Ret—”ement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

2.24.5 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

2.24.6 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

2.24.7 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

2.25 Bob Foste” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

2.25.1 Ea”ly yea”s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

2.25.2 Wo”ld l—g–t-–eavywe—g–t c–amp—on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

2.25.3 F”az—e” vs Foste” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

2.25.4 Al— vs Foste” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

2.25.5 Ret—”ement and comeback . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

2.25.6 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

2.25.7 See also . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

2.25.8 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

2.25.9 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

2.26 Joe Bugne” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

2.26.1 Ea”ly yea”s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72

2.26.2 Box—ng ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72

2.26.3 F—g–t ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

2.26.4 L—fe outs—de box—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

2.26.5 P”ofess—onal Box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

2.26.6 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

2.26.7 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

2.27 Ken No”ton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

2.27.1 Ea”ly yea”s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

2.27.2 Box—ng ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

2.27.3 Late” med—a ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

2.27.4 Fam—ly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

2.27.5 Deat– . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

2.27.6 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

2.27.7 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79

2.27.8 B—bl—og”ap–y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

2.27.9 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

2.28 Geo”ge Fo”eman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

2.28.1 Ea”ly l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

2.28.2 P”ofess—onal ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80



CONTENTS v——

2.28.3 Fam—ly and p”—vate l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

2.28.4 Geo”ge Fo”eman G”—ll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

2.28.5 Amateu” accompl—s–ments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

2.28.6 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

2.28.7 Ac–—evements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

2.28.8 See also . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

2.28.9 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

2.28.10 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86

2.29 C–uck Wepne” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86

2.29.1 Ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86

2.29.2 Late” l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

2.29.3 Rocky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

2.29.4 In med—a and popula” cultu”e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

2.29.5 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

2.29.6 See also . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

2.29.7 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

2.29.8 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88

2.30 Ron Lyle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88

2.30.1 Ea”ly l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88

2.30.2 Amateu” ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88

2.30.3 P”o ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88

2.30.4 Ret—”ement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90

2.30.5 Deat– . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90

2.30.6 Lyle —n t–e med—a and popula” cultu”e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90

2.30.7 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90

2.30.8 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90

2.30.9 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90

2.31 Jean-P—e””e Coopman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90

2.31.1 Ea”ly l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

2.31.2 F—g–t—ng ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

2.31.3 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

2.31.4 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

2.32 J—mmy Young . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

2.32.1 P”ofess—onal ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

2.32.2 Late” yea”s and deat– . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93

2.32.3 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94

2.32.4 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94

2.32.5 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94

2.33 R—c–a”d Dunn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94

2.33.1 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

2.33.2 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95



v——— CONTENTS

2.33.3 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

2.34 Alf”edo Evangel—sta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

2.34.1 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

2.34.2 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

2.34.3 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

2.35 Ea”n—e S–ave”s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

2.35.1 Amateu” ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

2.35.2 Ea”ly p”ofess—onal ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

2.35.3 F—g–t—ng style . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96

2.35.4 L—fe afte” box—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96

2.35.5 Pe”sonal l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

2.35.6 Comeback . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

2.35.7 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

2.35.8 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

2.35.9 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

2.36 Leon Sp—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

2.36.1 P”ofess—onal ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98

2.36.2 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

2.36.3 Amateu” ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

2.36.4 Afte” box—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

2.36.5 Pe”sonal l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

2.36.6 See also . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

2.36.7 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

2.36.8 Fu”t–e” ”ead—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

2.36.9 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

2.37 La””y Holmes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

2.37.1 Ea”ly l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

2.37.2 Amateu” box—ng ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

2.37.3 Ea”ly box—ng ca”ee” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

2.37.4 WBC Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on - Holmes v No”ton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

2.37.5 IBF Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

2.37.6 Comebacks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

2.37.7 Hono”s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

2.37.8 L—fe afte” box—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

2.37.9 Pe”sonal l—fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

2.37.10 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

2.37.11 See also . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

2.37.12 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

2.37.13 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

2.38 T”evo” Be”b—ck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

2.38.1 B—og”ap–y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104



CONTENTS —x

2.38.2 Outs—de t–e ”—ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105

2.38.3 In popula” cultu”e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

2.38.4 P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

2.38.5 Refe”ences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

2.38.6 Exte”nal l—nks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

3 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses 107
3.1 Text . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107

3.2 Images . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117

3.3 Content l—cense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124



Chapter 1

Overview

1.1 Muhammad Ali

ནCass—us Clayཔ ”ed—”ects –e”e. Fo” ot–e” uses, see Cass—us
Clay (d—samb—guat—on).
Fo” ot–e” people namedMu–ammadAl—, seeMu–ammad
Al— (d—samb—guat—on).

Muhammad Ali (/ɑːˈl—ː/;[2] bo”n Cassius Marcellus
Clay, Jr., Janua”y 17, 1942 ཊ June 3, 2016)[3] was
an Ame”—can p”ofess—onal boxe”, gene”ally cons—de”ed
among t–e g”eatest –eavywe—g–ts —n t–e –—sto”y of t–e
spo”t. Ea”ly —n –—s ca”ee”, Al— was known fo” be—ng a con-
t”ove”s—al and pola”—z—ng ិgu”e bot– —n t–e box—ng ”—ng and
out.[4][5] He —s one of t–emost ”ecogn—zed spo”ts ិgu”es of
t–e past 100 yea”s, c”owned ནSpo”tsman of t–e Centu”yཔ
by Sports Illustrated and "Spo”ts Pe”sonal—ty of t–e Cen-
tu”y" by t–e BBC.[6][7] He also w”ote seve”al best-sell—ng
books about –—s ca”ee”, —nclud—ng The Greatest: My Own
Story and The Soul of a Butterતy.

Al—, o”—g—nally known as Cass—us Clay, began t”a—n—ng at
12 yea”s old and at t–e age of 22 won t–e wo”ld –eavy-
we—g–t c–amp—ons–—p —n 1964 f”om Sonny L—ston —n a
stunn—ng upset. S–o”tly afte” t–at bout, Al— jo—ned t–e
Nat—on of Islam and c–anged –—s name. He conve”ted to
Sunn— Islam —n 1975, and 30 yea”s late” began ad–e”—ng
to Suិsm.

In 1967, t–”ee yea”s afte” w—nn—ng t–e –eavywe—g–t t—tle,
Al— ”efused to be consc”—pted —nto t–e U.S. m—l—ta”y, c—t—ng
–—s ”el—g—ous bel—efs and oppos—t—on to Ame”—can —nvolve-
ment —n t–e V—etnamWa”. He was eventually a””ested and
found gu—lty on d”aft evas—on c–a”ges and st”—pped of –—s
box—ng t—tle. He d—d not ិg–t aga—n fo” nea”ly fou” yea”sཋ
los—ng a t—me of peak pe”fo”mance —n an at–lete’s ca”ee”.
Al—’s appeal wo”ked —ts way up to t–e U.S. Sup”eme Cou”t
w–e”e, —n 1971, –—s conv—ct—on was ove”tu”ned. Al—’s ac-
t—ons as a consc—ent—ous objecto” to t–e wa” made –—m an
—con fo” t–e la”ge” counte”cultu”e gene”at—on.[8][9]

Al— ”ema—ns t–e only t–”ee-t—me l—neal wo”ld –eavywe—g–t
c–amp—on; –e won t–e t—tle —n 1964, 1974, and 1978.
Between Feb”ua”y 25, 1964 and Septembe” 19, 1964
Mu–ammad Al— ”e—gned as t–e und—sputed –eavywe—g–t
box—ng c–amp—on.

N—cknamed ནT–e G”eatestཔ, Al— was —nvolved —n seve”al

–—sto”—c box—ng matc–es.[10] Notable among t–ese we”e
t–e ិ”st L—ston ិg–t, t–”ee w—t– ”—val Joe F”az—e”, and one
w—t– Geo”ge Fo”eman, —n w–—c– –e ”ega—ned t—tles –e –ad
been st”—pped of seven yea”s ea”l—e”.

At a t—me w–en most ិg–te”s let t–e—” manage”s
do t–e talk—ng, Al—, —nsp—”ed by p”ofess—onal w”estle”
ནGo”geousཔ Geo”ge Wagne”, t–”—ved —nཋand —ndeed
c”avedཋt–e spotl—g–t, w–e”e –e was often p”ovocat—ve
and outland—s–.[11][12][13] He cont”olled most p”ess con-
fe”ences and —nte”v—ews, and spoke f”eely about —ssues un-
”elated to box—ng.[14][15] Al— t”ansfo”med t–e ”ole and —m-
age of t–e Af”—can Ame”—can at–lete —n Ame”—ca by –—s
emb”ace of ”ac—al p”—de and –—s w—ll—ngness to antago-
n—ze t–e w–—te establ—s–ment —n do—ng so.[16][17][18] In t–e
wo”ds of w”—te” Joyce Ca”ol Oates, –e was one of t–e few
at–letes —n any spo”t to ནdeិne t–e te”ms of –—s publ—c
”eputat—onཔ.[19]

1.1.1 Early life and amateur career

Cass—usMa”cellus Clay J”. was bo”n on Janua”y 17, 1942,
—n Lou—sv—lle, Kentucky.[20] T–e olde” of two boys, –e
was named fo” –—s fat–e”, Cass—us Ma”cellus Clay S”.,
w–o –—mself was named —n –onou” of t–e 19t– centu”y
abol—t—on—st and pol—t—c—an of t–e same name. He –ad a
s—ste” and fou” b”ot–e”s, —nclud—ng Nat–an—el Clay.[21][22]

Clay’s pate”nal g”andpa”ents we”e Jo–n Clay and Sall—e
Anne Clay; Clay’s s—ste” Eva “uoted t–at Sall—e was a
nat—ve of Madagasca”.[23] H—s fat–e” pa—nted b—llboa”ds
and s—gns,[20] and –—s mot–e”, Odessa O'G”ady Clay, was
a –ouse–old domest—c. Alt–oug– Cass—us S”. was a
Met–od—st, –e allowed Odessa to b”—ng up bot– Cass—us
and –—s younge” b”ot–e” Rudolp– ནRudyཔ Clay (late” ”e-
named Ra–man Al—) as Bapt—sts.[24] He was a descendant
of p”e-C—v—l Wa” e”a Ame”—can slaves —n t–e Ame”—can
Sout–, and was p”edom—nantly of Af”—can-Ame”—can de-
scent, w—t– I”—s– and Engl—s– –e”—tage.[25][26][27]

He was ិ”st d—”ected towa”d box—ng by Lou—sv—lle pol—ce
oឹce” and box—ng coac– Joe E. Ma”t—n,[28] w–o encoun-
te”ed t–e 12-yea”-old fum—ng ove” a t–—ef tak—ng –—s b—cy-
cle. He told t–e oឹce” –e was go—ng to ནw–upཔ t–e t–—ef.
T–e oឹce” told –—m –e bette” lea”n –ow to box ិ”st.[29]

Fo” t–e last fou” yea”s of Clay’s amateu” ca”ee” –e was
t”a—ned by box—ng cutman C–uck Bodak.[30]
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2 CHAPTER 1. OVERVIEW

Clay won s—x Kentucky Golden Gloves t—tles, two na-
t—onal Golden Gloves t—tles, an Amateu” At–let—c Un—on
Nat—onal T—tle, and t–e L—g–t Heavywe—g–t gold medal
—n t–e 1960 Summe” Olymp—cs —n Rome.[31] Clay’s am-
ateu” ”eco”d was 100 w—ns w—t– ិve losses. Al— cla—med
—n –—s 1975 autob—og”ap–y t–at s–o”tly afte” –—s ”etu”n
f”om t–e Rome Olymp—cs –e t–”ew –—s gold medal —nto
t–e O–—o R—ve” afte” –e and a f”—end we”e ”efused se”-
v—ce at a ནw–—tes-onlyཔ ”estau”ant and foug–t w—t– a w–—te
gang. T–e sto”y –as s—nce been d—sputed and seve”al of
Al—’s f”—ends, —nclud—ng Bund—n— B”own and p–otog”ap–e”
Howa”d B—ng–am, –ave den—ed —t. B”own told Sports Il-
lustrated w”—te” Ma”k K”am, "Honk—es su”e boug–t —nto
t–at one!" T–omas Hause”'s b—og”ap–y of Al— stated t–at
Al— was ”efused se”v—ce at t–e d—ne” but t–at –e lost –—s
medal a yea” afte” –e won —t.[32] Al— ”ece—ved a ”eplace-
ment medal at a basketball —nte”m—ss—on du”—ng t–e 1996
Olymp—cs —n Atlanta, w–e”e –e l—t t–e to”c– to sta”t t–e
games.

1.1.2 Professional boxing

Early career

Clay made –—s p”ofess—onal debut on Octobe” 29, 1960,
w—nn—ng a s—x-”ound dec—s—on ove” Tunney Hunsake”.
F”om t–en unt—l t–e end of 1963, Clay amassed a ”eco”d
of 19ཊ0 w—t– 15 w—ns by knockout. He defeated boxe”s
—nclud—ng Tony Espe”t—, J—m Rob—nson, Donn—e Fleeman,
Alonzo Jo–nson, Geo”ge Logan, W—ll— Besmanoា, Lama”
Cla”k, Doug Jones and Hen”y Coope”. Clay also beat –—s
fo”me” t”a—ne” and vete”an boxe” A”c–—e Moo”e —n a 1962
matc–.

T–ese ea”ly ិg–ts we”e not w—t–out t”—als. Clay was
knocked down bot– by Sonny Banks and Coope”. In t–e
Coope” ិg–t, Clay was ីoo”ed by a left –ook at t–e end
of ”ound fou” and was saved by t–e bell. T–e ិg–t w—t–
Doug Jones on Ma”c– 13, 1963, was Clay’s toug–est ិg–t
du”—ng t–—s st”etc–. T–e numbe”-two and -t–”ee –eavy-
we—g–t contende”s ”espect—vely, Clay and Jones foug–t on
Jones’ –ome tu”f at New Yo”k’s Mad—son S“ua”e Ga”-
den. Jones stagge”ed Clay t–e ិ”st ”ound, and t–e unan—-
mous dec—s—on fo” Clay was g”eeted by boos and a ”a—n of
deb”—s t–”own onto t–e ”—ng (watc–—ng on closed-c—”cu—t
TV, –eavywe—g–t c–amp Sonny L—ston “u—pped t–at —f –e
foug–t Clay –e m—g–t get locked up fo” mu”de”). T–e ិg–t
was late” named ནF—g–t of t–e Yea”པ.

In eac– of t–ese ិg–ts, Clay vocally bel—ttled –—s oppo-
nents and vaunted –—s ab—l—t—es. Jones was ནan ugly l—ttle
manཔ and Coope” was a ནbumཔ. He was emba””assed to
get —n t–e ”—ng w—t– Alex M—teា. Mad—son S“ua”e Ga”den
was ནtoo small fo” meཔ.[33] Clay’s be–av—o” p”ovoked t–e
—”e of many box—ng fans.[34]

Afte” Clay left Moo”e’s camp —n 1960, pa”t—ally due to
Clay’s ”efus—ng to do c–o”es suc– as d—s–-was–—ng and
sweep—ng, –e –—”ed Angelo Dundee, w–om –e –ad met

—n Feb”ua”y 1957 du”—ng Al—’s amateu” ca”ee”,[35] to be
–—s t”a—ne”. A”ound t–—s t—me, Clay soug–t longt—me
—dol Suga” Ray Rob—nson to be –—s manage”, but was
”ebuាed.[36]

Heavyweight champion

Ma—n a”t—cle: Mu–ammad Al— vs. Sonny L—ston
By late 1963, Clay –ad become t–e top contende” fo”

Muhammad Ali in 1966

Sonny L—ston’s t—tle. T–e ិg–t was set fo” Feb”ua”y 25,
1964, —n M—am—. L—ston was an —nt—m—dat—ng pe”sonal-
—ty, a dom—nat—ng ិg–te” w—t– a c”—m—nal past and t—es to
t–e mob. Based on Clay’s un—nsp—”ed pe”fo”mance aga—nst
Jones and Coope” —n –—s p”ev—ous two ិg–ts, and L—ston’s
dest”uct—on of fo”me” –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on Floyd Pat-
te”son —n two ិ”st-”ound knock outs, Clay was a 7ཊ1 un-
de”dog. Desp—te t–—s, Clay taunted L—ston du”—ng t–e p”e-
ិg–t bu—ldup, dubb—ng –—m ནt–e b—g ugly bea”པ. ནL—ston
even smells l—ke a bea”,པ Clay sa—d. ནAfte” I beat –—m
I'm go—ng to donate –—m to t–e zoo.པ[37] Clay tu”ned t–e
p”e-ិg–t we—g–-—n —nto a c—”cus, s–out—ng at L—ston t–at
ནsomeone —s go—ng to d—e at ”—ngs—de ton—g–tཔ. Clay’s pulse
”ate was measu”ed at 120, mo”e t–an double –—s no”mal
54.[38] Many of t–ose —n attendance t–oug–t Clay’s be-
–av—o” stemmed f”om fea”, and some commentato”s won-
de”ed —f –e would s–ow up fo” t–e bout.

T–e outcome of t–e ិg–t was a majo” upset. At t–e open-
—ng bell, L—ston ”us–ed at Clay, seem—ngly ang”y and look-
—ng fo” a “u—ck knockout. But Clay’s supe”—o” speed and
mob—l—ty enabled –—m to elude L—ston, mak—ng t–e c–am-
p—on m—ss and look awkwa”d. At t–e end of t–e ិ”st ”ound
Clay opened up –—s attack and –—t L—ston ”epeatedly w—t–
jabs. L—ston foug–t bette” —n ”ound two, but at t–e beg—n-
n—ng of t–e t–—”d ”ound Clay –—t L—ston w—t– a comb—nat—on
t–at buckled –—s knees and opened a cut unde” –—s left eye.
T–—s was t–e ិ”st t—me L—ston –ad eve” been cut. At t–e
end of ”ound fou”, as Clay ”etu”ned to –—s co”ne”, –e be-
gan expe”—enc—ng bl—nd—ng pa—n —n –—s eyes and asked –—s
t”a—ne” Angelo Dundee to cut oា –—s gloves. Dundee ”e-
fused. It –as been speculated t–at t–e p”oblem was due to
o—ntment used to seal L—ston’s cuts, pe”–aps del—be”ately
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appl—ed by –—s co”ne” to –—s gloves.[38] (T–oug– uncon-
ិ”med, Be”t Suga” cla—med t–at two of L—ston’s opponents
also compla—ned about t–e—” eyes ནbu”n—ngཔ.[39][40])

Desp—te L—ston’s attempts to knock out a bl—nded Clay,
Clay was able to su”v—ve t–e ិft– ”ound unt—l sweat and
tea”s ”—nsed t–e —””—tat—on f”om –—s eyes. In t–e s—xt–, Clay
dom—nated, –—tt—ng L—ston ”epeatedly. L—ston d—d not an-
swe” t–e bell fo” t–e sevent– ”ound, and Clay was decla”ed
t–e w—nne” by TKO. L—ston stated t–at t–e ”eason –e “u—t
was an —nju”ed s–oulde”. Follow—ng t–e w—n, a t”—ump–ant
Clay ”us–ed to t–e edge of t–e ”—ng and, po—nt—ng to t–e
”—ngs—de p”ess, s–outed: ནEat you” wo”ds!" He added, ནI
am t–e g”eatest! I s–ook up t–e wo”ld. I'm t–e p”ett—est
t–—ng t–at eve” l—ved.པ[41]

In w—nn—ng t–—s ិg–t, Clay became at age 22 t–e youngest
boxe” to take t–e t—tle f”om a ”e—gn—ng –eavywe—g–t c–am-
p—on, t–oug– Floyd Patte”son was t–e youngest to w—n
t–e –eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons–—p at 21, du”—ng an el—m—na-
t—on bout follow—ng Rocky Ma”c—ano's ”et—”ement. M—ke
Tyson b”oke bot– ”eco”ds —n 1986 w–en –e defeated
T”evo” Be”b—ck to w—n t–e –eavywe—g–t t—tle at age 20.

Soon afte” t–e L—ston ិg–t, Clay c–anged –—s name to
Mu–ammad Al— upon conve”t—ng to Islam and aឹl—at—ng
w—t– t–e Nat—on of Islam. Al— t–en faced a ”ematc– w—t–
L—ston sc–eduled fo” May 1965 —n Lew—ston, Ma—ne. It
–ad been sc–eduled fo” Boston t–e p”ev—ous Novembe”,
but was postponed fo” s—x mont–s due to Al—’s eme”gency
su”ge”y fo” a –e”n—a t–”ee days befo”e.[42] T–e ិg–t was
cont”ove”s—al. M—dway t–”oug– t–e ិ”st ”ound, L—ston was
knocked down by a d—ឹcult-to-see blow t–e p”ess dubbed
a ནp–antom punc–པ. Al— ”efused to ”et”eat to a neut”al
co”ne”, and ”efe”ee Je”sey Joe Walcott d—d not beg—n t–e
count. L—ston ”ose afte” –e –ad been down about 20 sec-
onds, and t–e ិg–t momenta”—ly cont—nued. But a few
seconds late” Walcott stopped t–e matc–, decla”—ng Al—
t–e w—nne” by knockout. T–e ent—”e ិg–t lasted less t–an
two m—nutes.[43]

It –as s—nce been speculated t–at L—ston d”opped to t–e
g”ound pu”posely. P”oposed mot—vat—ons —nclude t–”eats
on –—s l—fe f”om t–e Nat—on of Islam, t–at –e –ad bet
aga—nst –—mself and t–at –e ནtook a d—veཔ to pay oា debts.
Slow-mot—on ”eplays s–ow t–at L—ston was ja””ed by a
c–opp—ng ”—g–t f”om Al—, alt–oug– —t —s unclea” w–et–e”
t–e blow was a genu—ne knock-out punc–.[44]

Al— defended –—s t—tle aga—nst fo”me” –eavywe—g–t c–am-
p—on Floyd Patte”son on Novembe” 22, 1965. Befo”e t–e
matc–, Al— mocked Patte”son, w–o was w—dely known to
call –—m by –—s fo”me” name Cass—us Clay, as an ནUn-
cle Tomཔ, ནT–e Rabb—tཔ, and a ནw–—te man’s c–amp—onཔ.
Alt–oug– Al— clea”ly –ad t–e bette” of Patte”son, w–o
appea”ed —nju”ed du”—ng t–e ិg–t, t–e matc– lasted 12
”ounds befo”e be—ng called on a tec–n—cal knockout. Pat-
te”son late” sa—d –e –ad st”a—ned –—s sac”o—l—ac. Al— was
c”—t—c—zed —n t–e spo”ts med—a fo” appea”—ng to –ave toyed
w—t– Patte”son du”—ng t–e ិg–t.[45][46]

Al— and t–en-WBA –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on boxe” E”n—e

Te””ell –ad ag”eed tomeet fo” a bout —n C–—cago onMa”c–
29, 1966 (t–e WBA, one of two box—ng assoc—at—ons, –ad
st”—pped Al— of –—s t—tle follow—ng –—s jo—n—ng t–e Nat—on
of Islam). But —n Feb”ua”y Al— was ”eclass—ិed by t–e
Lou—sv—lle d”aft boa”d as 1-A f”om 1-Y, and –e —nd—cated
t–at –e would ”efuse to se”ve, comment—ng to t–e p”ess,
ནI a—n't got not–—ng aga—nst no V—et Cong; no V—et Cong
neve” called me n—gge”.པ[47] Am—dst t–e med—a and publ—c
outc”y ove” Al—’s stance, t–e Ill—no—s At–let—c Comm—ss—on
”efused to sanct—on t–e ិg–t, c—t—ng tec–n—cal—t—es .[48]

Instead, Al— t”aveled to Canada and Eu”ope and won
c–amp—ons–—p bouts aga—nst Geo”ge C–uvalo, Hen”y
Coope”, B”—an London and Ka”l M—ldenbe”ge”.

Al— ”etu”ned to t–e Un—ted States to ិg–t Cleveland
W—ll—ams —n t–e Houston Ast”odome on Novembe” 14,
1966. Acco”d—ng to Spo”ts Illust”ated, t–e bout d”ew
a t–en-—ndoo” wo”ld ”eco”d c”owd of 35,460 people.
W—ll—ams –ad once been cons—de”ed among t–e –a”dest
punc–e”s —n t–e –eavywe—g–t d—v—s—on, but —n 1964 –e –ad
been s–ot at po—nt-blank ”ange by a Texas pol—ceman, ”e-
sult—ng —n t–e loss of one k—dney and 10 feet (3.0 m) of –—s
small —ntest—ne. Al— dom—natedW—ll—ams, w—nn—ng a t–—”d-
”ound tec–n—cal knockout —n w–at some cons—de” t–e ិnest
pe”fo”mance of –—s ca”ee”.

Al— foug–t Te””ell —n Houston on Feb”ua”y 6, 1967. Te”-
”ell was b—lled as Al—’s toug–est opponent s—nce L—stonཋ
unbeaten —n ិve yea”s and –av—ng defeated many of t–e
boxe”s Al— –ad faced. Te””ell was b—g, st”ong and –ad a
t–”ee-—nc– ”eac– advantage ove” Al—. Du”—ng t–e lead up
to t–e bout, Te””ell ”epeatedly called Al— ནClayཔ, muc–
to Al—’s annoyance (Al— called Cass—us Clay –—s ནslave
nameཔ). T–e two almost came to blows ove” t–e name
—ssue —n a p”e-ិg–t —nte”v—ew w—t– Howa”d Cosell. Al—
seemed —ntent on –um—l—at—ng Te””ell. ནI want to to”-
tu”e –—m,པ –e sa—d. ནA clean knockout —s too good fo”
–—m.པ[49] T–e ិg–t was close unt—l t–e sevent– ”ound w–en
Al— blood—ed Te””ell and almost knocked –—m out. In t–e
e—g–t– ”ound, Al— taunted Te””ell, –—tt—ng –—m w—t– jabs
and s–out—ng between punc–es, ནW–at’s my name, Uncle
Tom... w–at’s my name?" Al— won a unan—mous 15-”ound
dec—s—on. Te””ell cla—med t–at ea”ly —n t–e ិg–t Al— del—b-
e”ately t–umbed –—m —n t–e eye ཋ fo”c—ng Te””ell to ិg–t
–alf-bl—nd ཋ and t–en, —n a cl—nc–, ”ubbed t–e wounded
eye aga—nst t–e ”opes. Because of Al—’s appa”ent —ntent to
p”olong t–e ិg–t to —nី—ct max—mum pun—s–ment, c”—t—cs
desc”—bed t–e bout as ནone of t–e ugl—est box—ng ិg–tsཔ.
Tex Maule late” w”ote: ནIt was a wonde”ful demonst”a-
t—on of box—ng sk—ll and a ba”ba”ous d—splay of c”uelty.པ
Al— den—ed t–e accusat—ons of c”uelty but, fo” Al—’s c”—t—cs,
t–e ិg–t p”ov—ded mo”e ev—dence of –—s a””ogance.

Afte” Al—’s t—tle defense aga—nst Zo”a Folley on Ma”c– 22,
–e was st”—pped of –—s t—tle due to –—s ”efusal to be d”afted
to a”my se”v—ce.[20] H—s box—ng l—cense was also suspended
by t–e state of New Yo”k. He was conv—cted of d”aft eva-
s—on on June 20 and sentenced to ិve yea”s —n p”—son and
a $10,000 ិne. He pa—d a bond and ”ema—ned f”ee w–—le
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4 CHAPTER 1. OVERVIEW

t–e ve”d—ct was be—ng appealed.

Exile and comeback

Ma—n a”t—cles: F—g–t of t–e Centu”y and Al—-F”az—e” II

Al— ”efused to be —nducted —nto t–e a”med fo”ces, stat-
—ng publ—cly, ནno V—etcong eve” called me n—gge”པ. He
was systemat—cally den—ed a box—ng l—cense —n eve”y state
and st”—pped of –—s passpo”t. As a ”esult, –e d—d not ិg–t
f”om Ma”c– 1967 to Octobe” 1970ཋf”om ages 25 to al-
most 29ཋas –—s case wo”ked —ts way t–”oug– t–e appeal
p”ocess. In 1971, t–e US Sup”eme Cou”t ove”tu”ned –—s
conv—ct—on —n a unan—mous 8-0 ”ul—ng (T–u”goodMa”s–all
absta—ned f”om t–e case).

Du”—ng t–—s t—me of —nact—v—ty, as oppos—t—on to t–e V—et-
nam Wa” began to g”ow and Al—’s stance ga—ned sym-
pat–y, –e spoke at colleges ac”oss t–e nat—on, c”—t—c—z—ng
t–e V—etnamWa” and advocat—ng Af”—can Ame”—can p”—de
and ”ac—al just—ce.

On August 12, 1970, w—t– –—s case st—ll —n appeal, Al—
was g”anted a l—cense to box by t–e C—ty of Atlanta
At–let—c Comm—ss—on, t–anks to State Senato” Le”oy
R. Jo–nson.[50] Al—’s ិ”st ”etu”n bout was aga—nst Je””y
Qua””y on Octobe” 26, ”esult—ng —n a w—n afte” t–”ee
”ounds afte” Qua””y was cut.

A mont– ea”l—e”, a v—cto”y —n fede”al cou”t fo”ced t–e
New Yo”k State Box—ng Comm—ss—on to ”e—nstate Al—’s
l—cense.[51] He foug–t Osca” Bonavena at Mad—son S“ua”e
Ga”den —n Decembe”, an un—nsp—”ed pe”fo”mance t–at
ended —n a d”amat—c TKO of Bonavena —n t–e 15t– ”ound.
T–e w—n left Al— as a top contende” aga—nst –eavywe—g–t
c–amp—on Joe F”az—e”.

Al— and F”az—e”’s ិ”st ិg–t, –eld at t–e Ga”den on Ma”c–
8, 1971, was n—cknamed t–e "F—g–t of t–e Centu”y", due
to t–e t”emendous exc—tement su””ound—ng a bout be-
tween two undefeated ិg–te”s, eac– w—t– a leg—t—mate
cla—m as –eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons. Vete”an box—ng w”—te”
Jo–n Condon called —t ནt–e g”eatest event I've eve” wo”ked
on —nmy l—feཔ. T–e bout was b”oadcast to 35 fo”e—gn coun-
t”—es; p”omote”s g”anted 760 p”ess passes.[32]

Add—ng to t–e atmosp–e”e we”e t–e cons—de”able p”e-ិg–t
t–eat”—cs and name call—ng. Al— po”t”ayed F”az—e” as a
ནdumb tool of t–e w–—te establ—s–mentཔ. ནF”az—e” —s too
ugly to be c–amp,པ Al— sa—d. ནF”az—e” —s too dumb to be
c–amp.པ Al— also f”e“uently called F”az—e” an Uncle Tom.
Dave Wolf, w–o wo”ked —n F”az—e”’s camp, ”ecalled t–at,
ནAl— was say—ng 't–e only people ”oot—ng fo” Joe F”az—e”
a”e w–—te people —n su—ts, Alabama s–e”—ាs, and membe”s
of t–e Ku Klux Klan. I'm ិg–t—ng fo” t–e l—ttle man —n t–e
g–etto.' Joe was s—tt—ng t–e”e, smas–—ng –—s ិst —nto t–e
palm of –—s –and, say—ng, 'W–at t–e fuck does –e know
about t–e g–etto?'"[32]

Al— began t”a—n—ng at a fa”m nea” Read—ng, Pennsylva-
n—a —n 1971 and ិnd—ng t–e count”y sett—ng to –—s l—k—ng,

Mu–ammad Al— t–en soug–t to develop a ”eal t”a—n—ng
camp —n t–e count”ys—de. Twenty m—nutes f”om Read—ng,
(one –ou” f”om P–—ladelp–—a and a two-–ou” d”—ve f”om
New Yo”k C—ty), Al— found a ិve-ac”e s—te on a Penn-
sylvan—a count”y ”oad —n t–e v—llage of Dee” Lake. (On a
map, t–e locat—on can mo”e eas—ly be found by look—ng fo”
"O”w—gsbu”g".)[52] On t–—s s—te, Al— ca”ved out w–at was
to become –—s t”a—n—ng camp, t–e camp w–e”e –e l—ved
and t”a—ned fo” all t–e many ិg–ts –e –ad f”om 1972 on
to t–e end of –—s ca”ee” —n t–e 1980s. T–e camp st—ll stands
today and —s a bed and b”eakfast.[53]

T–eMonday n—g–t ិg–t l—ved up to —ts b—ll—ng. In a p”ev—ew
of t–e—” two ot–e” ិg–ts, a c”ouc–—ng, bobb—ng and weav-
—ng F”az—e” constantly p”essu”ed Al—, gett—ng –—t ”egula”ly
by Al— jabs and comb—nat—ons, but ”elentlessly attack—ng
and sco”—ng ”epeatedly, espec—ally to Al—’s body. T–e ិg–t
was even —n t–e ea”ly ”ounds, but Al— was tak—ng mo”e
pun—s–ment t–an eve” —n –—s ca”ee”. On seve”al occas—ons
—n t–e ea”ly ”ounds –e played to t–e c”owd and s–ook –—s
–ead ནnoཔ afte” –e was –—t. In t–e late” ”oundsཋ—n w–at
was t–e ិ”st appea”ance of t–e ན”ope-a-dope st”ategyཔཋ
Al— leaned aga—nst t–e ”opes and abso”bed pun—s–ment
f”om F”az—e”, –op—ng to t—”e –—m. In t–e 11t– ”ound, F”a-
z—e” connected w—t– a left –ook t–at wobbled Al—, but
because —t appea”ed t–at Al— m—g–t be clown—ng as –e
stagge”ed backwa”ds ac”oss t–e ”—ng, F”az—e” –es—tated to
p”ess –—s advantage, fea”—ng an Al— counte”-attack. In t–e
ិnal ”ound, F”az—e” knocked Al— down w—t– a v—c—ous left
–ook, w–—c– ”efe”ee A”t–u” Me”cante sa—d was as –a”d
as a man can be –—t. Al— was back on –—s feet —n t–”ee
seconds[32] Neve”t–eless, Al— lost by unan—mous dec—s—on,
–—s ិ”st p”ofess—onal defeat.

Al—’s c–a”acte”—zat—ons of F”az—e” du”—ng t–e lead-up to t–e
ិg–t cemented a pe”sonal an—mos—ty towa”dAl— by F”az—e”
t–at lasted unt—l F”az—e”’s deat–.[32] F”az—e” and –—s camp
always cons—de”edAl—’s wo”ds c”uel and unfa—”, fa” beyond
w–at was necessa”y to sell t—ckets. S–o”tly afte” t–e bout,
—n t–e stud—os of ABC’s Wide World of Sports du”—ng a
nat—onally telev—sed —nte”v—eww—t– t–e two boxe”s, F”az—e”
”ose f”om –—s c–a—” and w”estled Al— to t–e ីoo” afte” Al—
called –—m —gno”ant.

In t–e same yea” basketball sta” W—lt C–ambe”la—n c–al-
lenged Al—, and a ិg–t was sc–eduled fo” July 26. Al-
t–oug– t–e seven foot two —nc– tall C–ambe”la—n –ad
fo”m—dable p–ys—cal advantages ove” Al—, we—g–—ng 60
pounds mo”e and able to ”eac– 14 —nc–es fu”t–e”, Al—
was able to —nt—m—date C–ambe”la—n —nto call—ng oា t–e
bout. T–—s –appened du”—ng a s–a”ed p”ess confe”ence
w—t– C–ambe”la—n —n w–—c– Al— ”epeatedly ”esponded to
”epo”te”s w—t– t–e t”ad—t—onal lumbe”jack wa”n—ng, ནT—m-
be”,པ and sa—d, ནT–e t”ee w—ll fall!" W—t– t–ese statements
of conិdence, Al— was able to unsettle –—s talle” opponent
—nto call—ng oា t–e bout.[54]

Afte” t–e loss to F”az—e”, Al— foug–t Je””y Qua””y, –ad a
second bout w—t– Floyd Patte”son and faced Bob Foste” —n
1972, w—nn—ng a total of s—x ិg–ts t–at yea”. In 1973, Al—
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suាe”ed t–e second loss of –—s ca”ee” at t–e –ands of Ken
No”ton, w–o b”oke Al—’s jaw du”—ng t–e ិg–t. Afte” —n—-
t—ally seek—ng ”et—”ement, Al— won a cont”ove”s—al dec—s—on
aga—nst No”ton —n t–e—” second bout, lead—ng to a ”ematc–
at Mad—son S“ua”e Ga”den on Janua”y 28, 1974, w—t– Joe
F”az—e”ཋw–o –ad ”ecently lost –—s t—tle to Geo”ge Fo”e-
man.

Al— was st”ong —n t–e ea”ly ”ounds of t–e ិg–t, and stag-
ge”ed F”az—e” —n t–e second ”ound (”efe”ee Tony Pe”ez
m—stakenly t–oug–t –e –ea”d t–e bell end—ng t–e ”ound and
stepped between t–e two ិg–te”s as Al— was p”ess—ng –—s
attack, g—v—ng F”az—e” t—me to ”ecove”). Howeve”, F”a-
z—e” came on —n t–e m—ddle ”ounds, snapp—ng Al—’s –ead
—n ”ound seven and d”—v—ng –—m to t–e ”opes at t–e end
of ”ound e—g–t. T–e last fou” ”ounds saw ”ound-to-”ound
s–—fts —n momentum between t–e two ិg–te”s. T–”oug–-
out most of t–e bout, –oweve”, Al— was able to c—”cle away
f”om F”az—e”’s dange”ous left –ook and to t—e F”az—e” up
w–en –e was co”ne”edཋt–e latte” a tact—c t–at F”az—e”’s
camp compla—ned of b—tte”ly. Judges awa”ded Al— a unan-
—mous dec—s—on.

Heavyweight champion (second tenure)

Ma—n a”t—cles: T–e Rumble —n t–e Jungle and T–”—lla —n
Man—la

T–e defeat of F”az—e” set t–e stage fo” a t—tle ិg–t aga—nst
–eavywe—g–t c–amp—on Geo”ge Fo”eman —n K—ns–asa,
Za—”e, on Octobe” 30, 1974ཋa bout n—cknamed "T–e
Rumble —n t–e Jungle". Fo”eman was cons—de”ed one of
t–e –a”dest punc–e”s —n –eavywe—g–t –—sto”y. In assess—ng
t–e ិg–t, analysts po—nted out t–at Joe F”az—e” and Ken
No”tonཋw–o –ad g—ven Al— fou” toug– battles and won
two of t–emཋ–ad been bot– devastated by Fo”eman —n
second ”ound knockouts. Al— was 32 yea”s old, and –ad
clea”ly lost speed and ”eីexes s—nce –—s twent—es. Cont”a”y
to –—s late” pe”sona, Fo”eman was at t–e t—me a b”ood-
—ng and —nt—m—dat—ng p”esence. Almost no one assoc—ated
w—t– t–e spo”t, not even Al—’s long-t—me suppo”te” Howa”d
Cosell, gave t–e fo”me” c–amp—on a c–ance of w—nn—ng.

As usual, Al— was conិdent and colo”ful befo”e t–e ិg–t.
He told —nte”v—ewe” Dav—d F”ost, ནIf you t–—nk t–e wo”ld
was su”p”—sed w–en N—xon ”es—gned, wa—t 't—l I w–up Fo”e-
man’s be–—nd!"[55] He told t–e p”ess, ནI've done somet–—ng
new fo” t–—s ិg–t. I done w”estled w—t– an all—gato”, I
done tussled w—t– a w–ale; –andcuាed l—g–tn—ng, t–”own
t–unde” —n ja—l; only last week, I mu”de”ed a ”ock, —n-
ju”ed a stone, –osp—tal—zed a b”—ck; I'm so mean I make
med—c—ne s—ck.པ[56] Al— was w—ldly popula” —n Za—”e, w—t–
c”owds c–ant—ng ནAl—, bomayeཔ (ནAl—, k—ll –—mཔ) w–e”eve”
–e went.

Al— opened t–e ិg–tmov—ng and sco”—ng w—t– ”—g–t c”osses
to Fo”eman’s –ead. T–en, beg—nn—ng —n t–e second
”oundཋand to t–e conste”nat—on of –—s co”ne”ཋAl— ”e-
t”eated to t–e ”opes and —nv—ted Fo”eman to –—t –—m w–—le

cove”—ng up, cl—nc–—ng and counte”-punc–—ngཋall w–—le
ve”bally taunt—ng Fo”eman. (ནIs t–at all you got, Geo”ge?
T–ey told me you could –—t.པ) T–e move, w–—c– would
late” become known as t–e "Rope-A-Dope", so v—olated
convent—onal box—ng w—sdomཋlett—ng one of t–e –a”dest
–—tte”s —n box—ng st”—ke at w—llཋt–at at ”—ngs—de w”—te”
Geo”ge Pl—mpton t–oug–t t–e ិg–t –ad to be ិxed.[32]

Fo”eman, —nc”eas—ngly ange”ed, t–”ew punc–es t–at we”e
deីected and d—d not land s“ua”ely. M—dway t–”oug– t–e
ិg–t, as Fo”eman began t—”—ng, Al— counte”ed mo”e f”e-
“uently and eាect—vely w—t– punc–es and ីu””—es, w–—c–
elect”—ិed t–e p”o-Al— c”owd. In t–e e—g–t– ”ound, Al—
d”opped an ex–austed Fo”eman w—t– a comb—nat—on at
cente” ”—ng; Fo”eman fa—led to make t–e count. Aga—nst
t–e odds, and am—dst pandemon—um —n t–e ”—ng, Al— –ad
”ega—ned t–e t—tle by knockout.

President Jimmy Carter greets Muhammad Ali at a White House
dinner, 1977

In ”eីect—ng on t–e ិg–t, Geo”ge Fo”eman late” sa—d:
ནI'll adm—t —t. Mu–ammad outt–oug–t me and outfoug–t
me.པ[32]

Al—’s next opponents —ncluded C–uck Wepne”, Ron Lyle,
and Joe Bugne”. Wepne”, a jou”neyman known as ནT–e
Bayonne Bleede”པ, stunned Al— w—t– a knockdown —n t–e
n—nt– ”ound; Al— would late” say –e t”—pped on Wepne”’s
foot. It was a bout t–at would —nsp—”e Sylveste” Stallone
to c”eate t–e accla—med ិlm, Rocky.

Al— t–en ag”eed to a t–—”d matc– w—t– Joe F”az—e” —n
Man—la. T–e bout, known as t–e "T–”—lla —n Man—la", was
–eld on Octobe” 1, 1975[20] —n tempe”atu”es app”oac–—ng
100 °F (38 °C). In t–e ិ”st ”ounds, Al— was agg”ess—ve,
mov—ng and exc–ang—ng blows w—t– F”az—e”. Howeve”,
Al— soon appea”ed to t—”e and adopted t–e ན”ope-a-dopeཔ
st”ategy, f”e“uently ”eso”t—ng to cl—nc–es. Du”—ng t–—s pa”t
of t–e bout Al— d—d some eាect—ve counte”-punc–—ng, but
fo” t–e most pa”t abso”bed pun—s–ment f”om a ”elentlessly
attack—ng F”az—e”. In t–e 12t– ”ound, F”az—e” began to t—”e,
and Al— sco”ed seve”al s–a”p blows t–at closed F”az—e”’s
left eye and opened a cut ove” –—s ”—g–t eye. W—t– F”az—e”’s
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v—s—on now d—m—n—s–ed, Al— dom—nated t–e 13t– and 14t–
”ounds, at t—mes conduct—ng w–at box—ng –—sto”—an M—ke
S—lve” called ནta”get p”act—ceཔ on F”az—e”’s –ead. T–e ិg–t
was stopped w–en F”az—e”’s t”a—ne”, Edd—e Futc–, ”efused
to allow F”az—e” to answe” t–e bell fo” t–e 15t– and ិnal
”ound, desp—te F”az—e”’s p”otests. F”az—e”’s eyes we”e bot–
swollen s–ut. Al—, —n –—s co”ne”, w—nne” by TKO, slumped
on –—s stool, clea”ly spent.

An a—l—ngAl— sa—d afte”wa”ds t–at t–e ិg–t ནwas t–e closest
t–—ng to dy—ng t–at I knowཔ, and, w–en late” asked —f –e
–ad v—ewed t–e ិg–t on v—deotape, ”epo”tedly sa—d, ནW–y
would I want to go back and see Hell?" Afte” t–e ិg–t –e
c—ted F”az—e” as ནt–e g”eatest ិg–te” of all t—mes next to
meཔ.

Decline

Ali being interviewed by WBAL-TV's Curt Anderson, 1978,
Baltimore, Maryland

Follow—ng t–e Man—la bout, Al— foug–t Jean-P—e””e Coop-
man, J—mmy Young, and R—c–a”d Dunn, w—nn—ng t–e last
by knockout. Late” —n 1976, –e pa”t—c—pated —n an ex–—b—-
t—on bout —n Tokyo aga—nst Japanese p”ofess—onal w”estle”
and ma”t—al a”t—st Anton—o Inok— (Mu–ammad Al— vs. An-
ton—o Inok—).[57] T–oug– t–e ិg–t was a publ—c—ty stunt, Al—
suាe”ed leg b”u—ses, two blood clots and an —nfect—on —n
–—s legs due to Inok—’s k—cks.[57] T–e ិg–t was ult—mately
decla”ed a d”aw.[57] He foug–t Ken No”ton fo” t–e t–—”d
t—me at Yankee Stad—um —n Septembe” 1976, w–e”e Al—
won by a –eav—ly contested dec—s—on, w–—c– was loudly
booed by t–e aud—ence. He ”eacted to t–e fallout of t–—s
by announc—ng a b”—ef ”et—”ement to p”act—ce –—s fa—t– —n
Islam, –av—ng conve”ted to Sunn— Islam afte” fall—ng out
w—t– t–e Nat—on of Islam t–e p”ev—ous yea”.[58]

Afte” w—nn—ng aga—nst Alf”edo Evangel—sta —n May 1977,
Al— st”uggled —n –—s next ិg–t aga—nst Ea”n—e S–ave”s t–at
Septembe”, w–o pummeled –—m a few t—mes w—t– punc–es
to t–e –ead. Al— won t–e ិg–t by anot–e” unan—mous de-

c—s—on, but t–e bout caused –—s longt—me docto” Fe”d—e
Pac–eco to “u—t afte” –e was ”ebuាed fo” tell—ng Al— –e
s–ould ”et—”e. Pac–eco was “uoted as say—ng, ནt–e New
Yo”k State At–let—c Comm—ss—on gave me a ”epo”t t–at
s–owed Al—’s k—dneys we”e fall—ng apa”t. I w”ote to An-
gelo Dundee, Al—’s t”a—ne”, –—s w—fe and Al— –—mself. I got
not–—ng back —n ”esponse. T–at’s w–en I dec—ded enoug–
—s enoug–.པ[32]

Follow—ng t–—s w—n, on July 27, 1979, Al— announced –—s
”et—”ement f”om box—ng. H—s ”et—”ement was s–o”t-l—ved,
–oweve”; Al— announced –—s comeback to face La””y
Holmes fo” t–e WBC belt —n an attempt to w—n t–e –eavy-
we—g–t c–amp—ons–—p an unp”ecedented fou”t– t—me. T–e
ិg–t was la”gely mot—vated by Al—’s need fo” money. Box-
—ng w”—te” R—c–—e G—ac–ett— sa—d, ནLa””y d—dn't want to
ិg–t Al—. He knew Al— –ad not–—ng left; –e knew —t would
be a –o””o”.པ

It was a”ound t–—s t—me t–at Al— sta”ted st”uggl—ng w—t– vo-
cal stutte”s and t”embl—ng –ands.[59] T–e Nevada At–let—c
Comm—ss—on (NAC) o”de”ed t–at –e unde”go a complete
p–ys—cal —n Las Vegas befo”e be—ng allowed to ិg–t aga—n.
Al— c–ose —nstead to c–eck —nto t–e Mayo Cl—n—c, w–o de-
cla”ed –—m ិt to ិg–t. T–e—” op—n—on was accepted by t–e
NAC on July 31, 1980, pav—ng t–e way fo” Al—’s ”etu”n to
t–e ”—ng.[60]

T–e ិg–t took place on Octobe” 2, 1980, —n Las Vegas,
w—t– Holmes eas—ly dom—nat—ng Al—, w–o was weakened
f”om t–y”o—d med—cat—on –e –ad taken to lose we—g–t. G—-
ac–ett— called t–e ិg–t ནawful... t–e wo”st spo”ts event
I eve” –ad to cove”པ. Acto” Sylveste” Stallone at ”—ng-
s—de sa—d —t was l—ke watc–—ng an autopsy on a man w–o —s
st—ll al—ve.[32] Al—’s t”a—ne” Angelo Dundee ិnally stopped
t–e ិg–t —n t–e elevent– ”ound, t–e only ិg–t Al— lost by
knockout. T–e Holmes ិg–t —s sa—d to –ave cont”—buted
to Al—’s Pa”k—nson’s synd”ome.[61] Desp—te pleas to deិn—-
t—vely ”et—”e, Al— foug–t one last t—me on Decembe” 11,
1981 —n Nassau aga—nst T”evo” Be”b—ck, los—ng a ten-
”ound dec—s—on.

1.1.3 Later years and death

Al— was d—agnosed w—t– Pa”k—nson’s synd”ome —n 1984, a
d—sease t–at commonly ”esults f”om –ead t”auma f”om ac-
t—v—t—es suc– as box—ng.[62][63][64] Al— st—ll ”ema—ned act—ve
du”—ng t–—s t—me, –oweve”, late” pa”t—c—pat—ng as a guest
”efe”ee at W”estleMan—a I.[65][66]

A”ound 1987, t–e Cal—fo”n—a B—centenn—al Foundat—on fo”
t–e U.S. Const—tut—on selected Al— to pe”son—fy t–e v—tal—ty
of t–e U.S. Const—tut—on and B—ll of R—g–ts. Al— ”ode on a
ីoat at t–e follow—ng yea”’s Tou”nament of Roses Pa”ade,
launc–—ng t–e U.S. Const—tut—on’s 200t– b—”t–day com-
memo”at—on. He publ—s–ed an o”al –—sto”y, Muhammad
Ali: His Life and Times by T–omas Hause”, —n 1991. T–at
same yea” Al— t”aveled to I”a“ du”—ng t–e Gulf Wa” and
met w—t– Saddam Husse—n —n an attempt to negot—ate t–e
”elease of Ame”—can –ostages.[67] In 1996, –e –ad t–e

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WBAL-TV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curt_Anderson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Pierre_Coopman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Pierre_Coopman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Young_(boxer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Dunn_(boxer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Professional_wrestling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martial_arts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_Inoki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali_vs._Antonio_Inoki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali_vs._Antonio_Inoki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yankee_Stadium_(1923)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunni_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfredo_Evangelista
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earnie_Shavers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferdie_Pacheco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferdie_Pacheco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larry_Holmes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larry_Holmes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayo_Clinic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Las_Vegas_Valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sylvester_Stallone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parkinson%2527s_syndrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nassau,_Bahamas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trevor_Berbick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parkinson%2527s_syndrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WrestleMania_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Bill_of_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tournament_of_Roses_Parade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oral_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali:_His_Life_and_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali:_His_Life_and_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saddam_Hussein


1.1. MUHAMMAD ALI 7

Muhammad Ali

President Reagan ࣜpunchingࣝ Muhammad Ali in the oval oથce,
1983

–ono” of l—g–t—ng t–e ីame at t–e 1996 Summe” Olymp—cs
—n Atlanta, Geo”g—a. Al—’s bout w—t– Pa”k—nson’s led to a
g”adual decl—ne —n Al—’s –ealt– t–oug– –e was st—ll act—ve
—nto t–e ea”ly yea”s of t–e m—llenn—um, even p”omot—ng
–—s own b—op—c, Ali, —n 2001. Al— also cont”—buted an on-
came”a segment to t–e America: A Tribute to Heroes ben-
eិt conce”t.

On Novembe” 17, 2002, Mu–ammad Al— went to
Afg–an—stan as t–e "U.N. Messenge” of Peace".[68] He
was —n Kabul fo” a t–”ee-day goodw—ll m—ss—on as a spec—al

guest of t–e UN.[69]

On Septembe” 1, 2009, Al— v—s—ted Enn—s, County Cla”e,
I”eland, t–e –ome of –—s g”eat-g”andfat–e”, Abe G”ady,
w–o em—g”ated to t–e U.S. —n t–e 1860s, eventually set-
tl—ng —n Kentucky.[70] A c”owd of 10,000 tu”ned out fo”
a c—v—c ”ecept—on, w–e”e Al— was made t–e ិ”st Hono”a”y
F”eeman of Enn—s.[71]

On July 27, 2012, Al— was a t—tula” bea”e” of t–e Olymp—c
Flag du”—ng t–e open—ng ce”emon—es of t–e 2012 Summe”
Olymp—cs —n London. He was –elped to –—s feet by –—s
w—fe Lonn—e to stand befo”e t–e ីag due to –—s Pa”k—nson’s
”ende”—ng –—m unable to ca””y —t —nto t–e stad—um.[72]

On Feb”ua”y 3, 2013, —n aWashington Times a”t—cle, Al—’s
b”ot–e”, Ra–man Al—, sa—d Mu–ammad could no longe”
speak and could be dead w—t–—n days.[73] Al—’s daug–te”,
May May Al—, ”esponded to t–e ”umo”s, stat—ng t–at s–e
–ad talked to –—m on t–e p–one t–e mo”n—ng of Feb”ua”y 3
and –e was ិne.[74] On Decembe” 20, 2014, Al— was –os-
p—tal—zed fo” a m—ld case of pneumon—a.[75] Al— was once
aga—n –osp—tal—zed on Janua”y 15, 2015, fo” a u”—na”y t”act
—nfect—on afte” be—ng found un”espons—ve at a guest –ouse
—n Scottsdale, A”—zona.[76][77] He was ”eleased t–e next
day.[78] Al— was –osp—tal—zed aga—n on June 2, 2016 w—t–
a ”esp—”ato”y cond—t—on. H—s cond—t—on was —n—t—ally de-
sc”—bed as ནfa—”པ.[79] Howeve”, t–e follow—ng day, Al— was
placed on l—fe suppo”t. H—s cond—t—on decl—ned due to se”—-
ous —ssues. [80][81] H—s cond—t—on d—d not —mp”ove and late
on June 3, —t was announced t–at Al— –ad d—ed.[82][83][84]

1.1.4 Personal life

Marriages and children

Al— –as been ma””—ed fou” t—mes and –as seven daug–-
te”s and two sons. Al— met –—s ិ”st w—fe, cockta—l wa—t”ess
Sonj— Ro—, app”ox—mately one mont– befo”e t–ey ma””—ed
on August 14, 1964.[85] Ro—’s object—ons to ce”ta—n Mus-
l—m customs —n ”ega”d to d”ess fo” women cont”—buted to
t–e b”eakup of t–e—” ma””—age. T–ey d—vo”ced on Janua”y
10, 1966.

On August 17, 1967, Al— ma””—ed Bel—nda Boyd. Af-
te” t–e wedd—ng, s–e, l—ke Al—, conve”ted to Islam. S–e
c–anged –e” name to K–al—la– Al—, t–oug– s–e was
st—ll called Bel—nda by old f”—ends and fam—ly. T–ey
–ad fou” c–—ld”en: Ma”yum (bo”n 1968), tw—ns Jam—l-
la– and Ras–eda (bo”n 1970), and Mu–ammad Al—, J”.
(bo”n 1972).[86] Ma”yum –as a ca”ee” as an aut–o” and
”appe”.[87]

La—la late” became a boxe” —n 1999,[88] desp—te –e” fa-
t–e”’s ea”l—e” comments aga—nst female box—ng —n 1978:
ནWomen a”e not made to be –—t —n t–e b”east, and face
l—ke t–at... t–e body’s not made to be punc–ed ”—g–t –e”e
[patt—ng –—s c–est]. Get hit —n t–e b”east... hard... and
all t–at.པ[89] As of 2014, La—la —s undefeated —n t–e supe”
m—ddlewe—g–t catego”y, w—t– 24 w—ns, no losses, and no
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d”aws.[90]

On Novembe” 19, 1986, Al— ma””—ed Yolanda (ནLonn—eཔ)
W—ll—ams. T–ey –ad been f”—ends s—nce 1964 —n Lou—sv—lle.
T–ey –ave one son, Asaad Am—n, w–om t–ey adopted
w–en Am—n was ិve mont–s old.[86][91][92][93][94]

Al— was a ”es—dent of C–e””y H—ll, New Je”sey —n t–e ea”ly
1970s.[95] Al— –as two ot–e” daug–te”s, M—ya and K–al—a–,
f”om ext”ama”—tal ”elat—ons–—ps.[86][96]

Al— most ”ecently l—ved —n Scottsdale, A”—zona, w—t–
Lonn—e.[97] In Janua”y 2007 —t was ”epo”ted t–at t–ey –ad
put t–e—” –ome —n Be””—en Sp”—ngs, M—c–—gan, up fo” sale
and –ad pu”c–ased a –ome —n easte”n Jeាe”son County,
Kentucky, fo” $1,875,000.[98] Lonn—e conve”ted to Islam
f”om Cat–ol—c—sm —n –e” late twent—es.[99]

Religious beliefs

Ali at an address by Elijah Muhammad

Aງliation with Nation of Islam Al— sa—d t–at –e ិ”st
–ea”d of t–e Nat—on of Islam (NOI) w–en –e was ិg–t—ng
—n t–e Golden Gloves tou”nament —n C–—cago —n 1959, and
attended –—s ិ”st NOI meet—ng —n 1961. He cont—nued to
attendmeet—ngs, alt–oug– keep—ng –—s —nvolvement –—dden
f”om t–e publ—c. In 1962, Clay metMalcolmX, w–o soon
became –—s sp—”—tual and pol—t—cal mento”, and by t–e t—me
of t–e ិ”st L—ston ិg–t NOI membe”s, —nclud—ngMalcolm
X, we”e v—s—ble —n –—s entou”age. T–—s led to a sto”y —n The
Miami Herald just befo”e t–e ិg–t d—sclos—ng t–at Clay
–ad jo—ned t–e Nat—on, w–—c– nea”ly caused t–e bout to
be canceled.

In fact, Clay was —n—t—ally ”efused ent”y to t–e Nat—on of
Islam (often called t–e Black Musl—ms at t–e t—me) due to
–—s box—ng ca”ee”.[100] Howeve”, afte” –e won t–e c–amp—-
ons–—p f”omL—ston —n 1964, t–e Nat—on of Islamwasmo”e
”ecept—ve and ag”eed to ”ec”u—t –—m as a membe”.[100]

S–o”tly afte”wa”ds, El—ja– Mu–ammad ”eco”ded a state-
ment t–at Clay would be ”enamed Mu–ammad (one w–o
—s wo”t–y of p”a—se) Al— (fou”t– ”—g–tly gu—ded cal—p–).

Only a few jou”nal—sts (most notably Howa”d Cosell) ac-

cepted t–e new name at t–at t—me. Al— late” announced:
ནCass—us Clay —s my slave name.པ[101] Al—’s f”—ends–—p w—t–
Malcolm X ended as Malcolm spl—t w—t– t–e NOI a cou-
ple of weeks afte” Al— jo—ned, and Al— ”ema—ned w—t– t–e
Nat—on.[100][102] Al— late” sa—d t–at tu”n—ng –—s back on
Malcolm was one of t–e m—stakes –e ”eg”etted most —n
–—s l—fe.[103]

Malcolm X photographs Ali in February 1964, after his ણrst
defeat of Sonny Liston to become world heavyweight champion.

Al—gn—ng –—mself w—t– t–e Nat—on of Islam, —ts leade”
El—ja– Mu–ammad, and a na””at—ve t–at labeled t–e w–—te
”ace as t–e pe”pet”ato” of genoc—de aga—nst Af”—can Ame”-
—cans made Al— a ta”get of publ—c condemnat—on. T–e
NOI was w—dely v—ewed by w–—tes and even some Af”—can
Ame”—cans as a black sepa”at—st ན–ate ”el—g—onཔ w—t– a
p”opens—ty towa”d v—olence; Al— –ad few “ualms about
us—ng –—s —nីuent—al vo—ce to speak NOI doct”—ne.[18] In
a p”ess confe”ence a”t—culat—ng –—s oppos—t—on to t–e V—et-
nam Wa”, Al— stated, ནmy enemy —s t–e w–—te people, not
t–e V—etcongཔ.[18] In ”elat—on to —nteg”at—on, –e sa—d: ནWe
w–o follow t–e teac–—ngs of El—ja–Mu–ammad don't want
to be fo”ced to —nteg”ate. Integ”at—on —s w”ong. We don't
want to l—ve w—t– t–e w–—te man; t–at’s all.པ[104] And —n ”e-
lat—on to —nte”-”ac—al ma””—age: ནNo —ntell—gent black man
o” black woman —n –—s o” –e” ”—g–t blackm—nd wants w–—te
boys and w–—te g—”ls com—ng to t–e—” –omes to ma””y t–e—”
black sons and daug–te”s.པ[104] Indeed, Al—’s ”el—g—ous be-
l—efs at t–e t—me —ncluded t–e not—on t–at t–e w–—te man
was ནt–e dev—lཔ and t–at w–—te people we”e not ན”—g–-
teousཔ.

W”—te” Je””y Izenbe”g once noted t–at, ནt–e Nat—on be-
came Al—’s fam—ly and El—ja– Mu–ammad became –—s fa-
t–e”. But t–e”e —s an —”ony to t–e fact t–at w–—le t–e Nat—on
b”anded w–—te people as dev—ls, Al— –ad mo”e w–—te col-
leagues t–an most Af”—can Ame”—can people d—d at t–at
t—me —n Ame”—ca, and cont—nued to –ave t–em t–”oug–out
–—s ca”ee”.པ[32]

Conversion to Sunni Islam Al— conve”ted f”om t–e
Nat—on of Islam sect to ma—nst”eam Sunn— Islam —n 1975.
In a 2004 autob—og”ap–y, w”—tten w—t– daug–te” Hana
Yasmeen Al—, Mu–ammad Al— att”—butes –—s conve”s—on
to t–e s–—ft towa”d Islam made by Wa”—t– Deen Mu–am-
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mad afte” –e ga—ned cont”ol of t–e Nat—on of Islam upon
t–e deat– of El—ja– Mu–ammad —n 1975. Late” —n –—s l—fe,
–e emb”aced t–e sp—”—tual teac–—ngs of Un—ve”sal Suិsm
founde” Inayat K–an.[105]

1.1.5 Vietnam War and resistance to the
draft

Al— ”eg—ste”ed fo” t–e d”aft on –—s e—g–teent– b—”t–day and
was l—sted as 1-A —n 1962.[106] In 1964, –e was ”eclass—ិed
as 1-Y (ិt fo” se”v—ce only —n t—mes of nat—onal eme”gency)
afte” two mental tests found –—s IQ was 78[107] (16t–
pe”cent—le), well below t–e a”med fo”ce's 30t–-pe”cent—le
t–”es–old.[106] (He was “uoted as say—ng, ནI sa—d I was
t–e g”eatest, not t–e sma”test!")[106][107] By ea”ly 1966,
t–e a”my lowe”ed —ts standa”ds to pe”m—t sold—e”s above
t–e 15t– pe”cent—le and Al— was aga—n class—ិed as 1-
A.[20][106][107] T–—s class—ិcat—on meant –e was now el—-
g—ble fo” t–e d”aft and —nduct—on —nto t–e Un—ted States
A”my du”—ng a t—me w–en t–e U.S. was —nvolved —n t–e
V—etnam Wa”.

W–en not—ិed of t–—s status, Al— decla”ed t–at –e would
”efuse to se”ve —n t–e A”my and publ—cly cons—de”ed –—m-
self a consc—ent—ous objecto”.[20] Al— stated: ནWa” —s
aga—nst t–e teac–—ngs of t–e Holy Qu”'an. I'm not t”y—ng
to dodge t–e d”aft. We a”e not supposed to take pa”t —n
no wa”s unless decla”ed by Alla– o” T–e Messenge”. We
don't take pa”t —n C–”—st—an wa”s o” wa”s of any unbel—ev-
e”s.པ Mo”e succ—nctly and famously –e sa—d, ནI a—n't got no
“ua””el w—t– t–em V—et Congཋno V—et Cong eve” called
me N—gge”.པ T–e statement a”t—culated, fo” many people,
a ”eason to oppose t–e wa”.[108]

Appea”—ng fo” –—s sc–eduled —nduct—on —nto t–e U.S.
A”med Fo”ces on Ap”—l 28, 1967 —n Houston, Al— ”efused
t–”ee t—mes to step fo”wa”d at t–e call of –—s name. An
oឹce” wa”ned –—m –e was comm—tt—ng a felony pun—s–-
able by ិve yea”s —n p”—son and a ិne of $10,000. Once
mo”e, Al— ”efused to budge w–en –—s name was called. As
a ”esult, –e was a””ested. On t–e same day t–e New Yo”k
State At–let—c Comm—ss—on suspended –—s box—ng l—cense
and st”—pped –—m of –—s t—tle. Ot–e” box—ng comm—ss—ons
followed su—t. Al— would not be able to obta—n a l—cense to
box —n any state fo” ove” t–”ee yea”s.[109]

At t–e t”—al on June 20, 1967, afte” only 21 m—nutes of
del—be”at—on, t–e ju”y found Al— gu—lty.[20] Afte” a Cou”t
of Appeals up–eld t–e conv—ct—on, t–e case went to t–e
U.S. Sup”eme Cou”t.

In t–e yea”s between t–e appellate cou”t dec—s—on and
t–e Sup”eme Cou”t ve”d—ct, Al— ”ema—ned f”ee. As pub-
l—c op—n—on began tu”n—ng aga—nst t–e wa” and t–e C—v—l
R—g–ts movement cont—nued to gat–e” momentum, Al—
became a popula” speake” at colleges and un—ve”s—t—es
ac”oss t–e count”y, ”a”e —f not unp”ecedented fo” a boxe”.
At Howa”d Un—ve”s—ty, fo” example, –e gave –—s popu-
la” ནBlack Is Bestཔ speec– to 4,000 c–ee”—ng students and
commun—ty —ntellectuals, afte” –e was —nv—ted to speak by

soc—ology p”ofesso” Nat–an Ha”e on be–alf of t–e Black
Powe” Comm—ttee, a student p”otest g”oup.[110][111]

On June 28, 1971, t–e Sup”eme Cou”t —n Clay v.
United States ove”tu”ned Al—’s conv—ct—on by a unan—-
mous 8-0 dec—s—on (Just—ce T–u”good Ma”s–all d—d not
pa”t—c—pate).[112] T–e dec—s—on was not based on, no” d—d
—t add”ess, t–e me”—ts of Al—’s cla—ms pe” se; ”at–e”, t–e
Cou”t –eld t–at s—nce t–e Appeal Boa”d gave no ”eason fo”
t–e den—al of a consc—ent—ous objecto” exempt—on to Al—,
and t–at —t was t–e”efo”e —mposs—ble to dete”m—ne w–—c–
of t–e t–”ee bas—c tests fo” consc—ent—ous objecto” status
oាe”ed —n t–e Just—ce Depa”tment’s b”—ef t–at t–e Appeals
Boa”d ”el—ed on, Al—’s conv—ct—on must be ”eve”sed.[113]

Impact of Ali’s stance

Al—’s example —nsp—”ed countless black Ame”—cans and
ot–e”s. The New York Times column—st W—ll—am R–oden
w”ote, ནAl—’s act—ons c–anged my standa”d of w–at const—-
tuted an at–lete’s g”eatness. Possess—ng a k—lle” jump s–ot
o” t–e ab—l—ty to stop on a d—me was no longe” enoug–.
W–at we”e you do—ng fo” t–e l—be”at—on of you” people?
W–at we”e you do—ng to –elp you” count”y l—ve up to t–e
covenant of —ts found—ng p”—nc—ples?"[9]

Recall—ng Al—’s ant—-wa” pos—t—on, Ka”eem Abdul-Jabba”
sa—d: ནI ”emembe” t–e teac–e”s at my –—g– sc–ool d—dn't
l—ke Al— because –e was so ant—-establ—s–ment and –e k—nd
of t–umbed –—s nose at aut–o”—ty and got away w—t– —t.
T–e fact t–at –e was p”oud to be a Black man and t–at
–e –ad so muc– talent ... made some people t–—nk t–at
–e was dange”ous. But fo” t–ose ve”y ”easons I enjoyed
–—m.པ[114]

Al— —nsp—”edMa”t—n Lut–e” K—ng, J”., w–o –ad been ”eluc-
tant to add”ess t–e V—etnamWa” fo” fea” of al—enat—ng t–e
Jo–nson Adm—n—st”at—on and —ts suppo”t of t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts
agenda. Now, K—ng began to vo—ce –—s own oppos—t—on to
t–e wa” fo” t–e ិ”st t—me.[115]

In speak—ng of t–e cost on Al—’s ca”ee” of –—s ”efusal to
be d”afted, –—s t”a—ne” Angelo Dundee sa—d, ནOne t–—ng
must be taken —nto account w–en talk—ng about Al—: He
was ”obbed of –—s best yea”s, –—s p”—me yea”s.པ[116]

Al—’s ”es—stance to t–e d”aft was cove”ed —n t–e 2013 docu-
menta”y The Trials of Muhammad Ali. (See In t–e med—a
and popula” cultu”e below.)

NSA monitoring of Ali’s communications

In a sec”et ope”at—on code-named ནM—na”etཔ, t–e Nat—onal
Secu”—ty Agency (NSA) mon—to”ed t–e commun—cat—ons
of lead—ng Ame”—cans, —nclud—ng Al—, Senato”s F”ank
C–u”c– and Howa”d Bake”, D”. Ma”t—n Lut–e” K—ng,
p”om—nent U.S. jou”nal—sts, w–o c”—t—c—zed t–e U.S. wa”
—n V—etnam.[117] A ”ev—ew by NSA of t–e NSA’s M—na”et
p”og”am concluded t–at M—na”et was ནd—s”eputable —f not
out”—g–t —llegal.པ[117]
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1.1.6 Boxing style

Muhammad Ali’s boxing gloves are preserved in the Smithsonian
Institution National Museum of American History

Al— –ad a –—g–ly uno”t–odox box—ng style fo” a –eavy-
we—g–t, ep—tom—zed by –—s catc–p–”ase ནីoat l—ke a but-
te”ីy, st—ng l—ke a beeཔ. Neve” an ove”powe”—ng punc–e”,
Al— ”el—ed ea”ly —n –—s ca”ee” on –—s supe”—o” –and speed,
supe”b ”eីexes and constant movement, danc—ng and c—”-
cl—ng opponents fo” most of t–e ិg–t, –old—ng –—s –ands
low and las–—ng out w—t– a “u—ck, cutt—ng left jab t–at –e
t–”ew f”om unp”ed—ctable angles. H—s footwo”k was so
st”ong t–at —t was ext”emely d—ឹcult fo” opponents to cut
down t–e ”—ng and co”ne” Al— aga—nst t–e ”opes.

One of Al—’s g”eatest t”—cks was to make opponents ove”-
comm—t by pull—ng st”a—g–t backwa”d f”om punc–es. D—s-
c—pl—ned, wo”ld-class boxe”s c–ased Al— and t–”ew t–em-
selves oា balance attempt—ng to –—t –—m because –e
seemed to be an open ta”get, only m—ss—ng and leav—ng
t–emselves exposed to Al—’s counte” punc–es, usually a
c–opp—ng ”—g–t.[118] Slow mot—on ”eplays s–ow t–at t–—s
was p”ec—sely t–e way Sonny L—ston was –—t and appa”-
ently knocked out by Al— —n t–e—” second ិg–t.[119] Al—
often ីaunted –—s movement and danc—ng w—t– t–e ནAl—
S–uឺeཔ, a so”t of cente”-”—ng j—g.[120] Al—’s ea”ly style
was so unusual t–at –e was —n—t—ally d—scounted because
–e ”em—nded box—ng w”—te”s of a l—g–twe—g–t, and —t was
assumed –e would be vulne”able to b—g –—tte”s l—ke Sonny
L—ston.

Us—ng a sync–”on—ze”, J—mmy Jacobs, w–o co-managed
M—ke Tyson, measu”ed youngAl—’s punc–—ng speed ve”sus
Suga” Ray Rob—nson, a welte”/m—ddlewe—g–t, often con-
s—de”ed t–e best pound-fo”-pound ិg–te” —n –—sto”y. Al—
was 25% faste” t–an Rob—nson, even t–oug– Al— was 45ཊ
50 pounds –eav—e”.[121] Al—’s punc–es p”oduced app”ox-
—mately 1,000 pounds of fo”ce.[122] ནNo matte” w–at –—s
opponents –ea”d about –—m, t–ey d—dn't ”eal—ze –ow fast –e
was unt—l t–ey got —n t–e ”—ng w—t– –—mཔ, Jacobs sa—d.[123]

T–e eាect of Al—’s punc–es was cumulat—ve. ནAl— would
”ub you outཔ, sa—d Floyd Patte”son. ནHe would –—t you
14,000 t—mes and –e wouldn't knock you out, –e ”ubbed
you out.པ C–a”l—e Powell, w–o foug–t Al— ea”ly —n Al—’s ca-
”ee” and was knocked out —n t–e t–—”d ”ound, sa—d: ནW–en
–e ិ”st –—t me I sa—d to myself, 'I can take two of t–ese to
get one —n myself.' But —n a l—ttle w–—le I found myself get-
t—ng d—zz—e” and d—zz—e” eve”y t—me –e –—t me. He t–”ows
punc–es so eas—ly t–at you don't ”eal—ze –ow muc– t–ey
–u”t you unt—l —t’s too late.པ[33]

Comment—ng on ិg–t—ng t–e young Al—, Geo”ge C–uvalo
sa—d: ནHe was just so damn fast. W–en –e was young, –e
moved –—s legs and –ands at t–e same t—me. He t–”ew –—s
punc–es w–en –e was —n mot—on. He'd be out of punc–—ng
”ange, and as –e moved —nto ”ange –e'd al”eady begun to
t–”ow t–e punc–. So —f you wa—ted unt—l –e got —nto ”ange
to punc– back, –e beat you eve”y t—me.པ[32]

Floyd Patte”son sa—d, ནIt’s ve”y –a”d to –—t a mov—ng ta”get,
and (Al—) moved all t–e t—me, w—t– suc– g”ace, t–”ee m—n-
utes of eve”y ”ound fo” ិfteen ”ounds. He neve” stopped.
It was ext”ao”d—na”y.པ[32]

Da””ell Foste”, w–o t”a—ned W—ll Sm—t– fo” t–e mov—e Ali,
sa—d: ནAl—’s s—gnatu”e punc–es we”e t–e left jab and t–e
ove”–and ”—g–t. But t–e”e we”e at least s—x d—ាe”ent ways
Al— used to jab. One was a jab t–at Al— called t–e 'snake
l—ck', l—ke cob”a st”—k—ng t–at comes f”om t–e ីoo” almost,
”eally low down. T–en t–e”e was Al—’s ”ap—d-ិ”e jabཋ
t–”ee to ិve jabs —n success—on ”ap—dly ិ”ed at –—s oppo-
nents’ eyes to c”eate a blu” —n –—s face so –e wouldn't be
able to see t–e ”—g–t –and com—ng be–—nd —t.པ[124]

In t–e op—n—on of many, Al— became a d—ាe”ent ិg–te”
afte” t–e 3½-yea” layoា. Fe”d—e Pac–eco, Al—’s co”ne”
p–ys—c—an, noted t–at –e –ad lost –—s ab—l—ty to move and
dance as befo”e.[32] T–—s fo”ced Al— to become mo”e sta-
t—ona”y and exc–ange punc–es mo”e f”e“uently, expos—ng
–—m to mo”e pun—s–ment w–—le —nd—”ectly ”eveal—ng –—s
t”emendous ab—l—ty to take a punc–. T–—s p–ys—cal c–ange
led —n pa”t to t–e ན”ope-a-dopeཔ st”ategy, w–e”e Al— would
l—e back on t–e ”opes, cove” up to p”otect –—mself and
conse”ve ene”gy, and tempt opponents to punc– t–em-
selves out. Al— often taunted opponents —n t–e p”ocess and
las–ed back w—t– sudden, unexpected comb—nat—ons. T–e
st”ategy was d”amat—cally successful —n t–e Geo”ge Fo”e-
man ិg–t, but less so —n t–e ិ”st Joe F”az—e” bout w–en —t
was —nt”oduced.

Of –—s late” ca”ee”, A”t–u” Me”cante sa—d: ནAl— knew all
t–e t”—cks. He was t–e best ិg–te” I eve” saw —n te”ms of
cl—nc–—ng. Not only d—d –e use —t to ”est, but –e was b—g
and st”ong and knew –ow to lean on opponents and pus–
and s–ove and pull to t—”e t–em out. Al— was so sma”t.
Most guys a”e just —n t–e”e ិg–t—ng, but Al— –ad a sense
of eve”yt–—ng t–at was –appen—ng, almost as t–oug– –e
was s—tt—ng at ”—ngs—de analyz—ng t–e ិg–t w–—le –e foug–t
—t.པ[32]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boxing_gloves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smithsonian_Institution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smithsonian_Institution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Museum_of_American_History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Footwork_(martial_arts)


1.1. MUHAMMAD ALI 11

୬Talking trash୭

Al— ”egula”ly taunted and ba—ted –—s opponentsཋ
—nclud—ng L—ston, F”az—e”, and Fo”emanཋbefo”e t–e ិg–t
and often du”—ng t–e bout —tself. Al—’s p”e-ិg–t t–eat”—cs
we”e almost always –—g–ly ente”ta—n—ng, and –—s wo”ds
we”e somet—mes cutt—ng, and we”e la”gely des—gned to p”o-
mote t–e ិg–t. H—s ant—cs often ta”geted a pa”t—cula” psy-
c–olog—cal t”—gge” o” vulne”ab—l—ty —n –—s opponent t–at
would p”ovoke a ”eact—on and cause t–e opponent to lose
focus. He sa—d F”az—e” was ནtoo dumb to be c–amp—onཔ,
t–at –e would w–—p L—ston ནl—ke –—s Daddy d—dཔ, t–at Te”-
”ell was an "Uncle Tom" and t–at Patte”son was a ན”abb—tཔ.
In speak—ng of –owAl— stoked L—ston’s ange” and ove”con-
ិdence befo”e t–e—” ិ”st ិg–t, one w”—te” commented t–at
ནt–e most b”—ll—ant ិg–t st”ategy —n box—ng –—sto”y was de-
v—sed by a teenage” w–o –ad g”aduated 376 —n a class of
391པ.[121]

Al— typ—cally po”t”ayed –—mself as t–e ནpeople’s c–am-
p—onཔ and –—s opponent as a tool of t–e (w–—te) estab-
l—s–ment (desp—te t–e fact t–at –—s entou”age often –ad
mo”e w–—te faces t–an –—s opponents’). Du”—ng t–e ea”ly
pa”t of Al—’s ca”ee”, –e bu—lt a ”eputat—on fo” p”ed—ct—ng
”ounds —n w–—c– –e would ិn—s– opponents, often vow—ng
to c”awl ac”oss t–e ”—ng o” to leave t–e count”y —f –e lost
t–e bout.[20] Al— adm—tted –e adopted t–e latte” p”act—ce
f”om ནGo”geousཔ Geo”ge Wagne”, a popula” p”ofess—onal
w”estl—ng c–amp—on —n t–e Los Angeles a”ea w–o d”ew
t–ousands of fans to –—s matc–es as ནt–e man you love to
–ateཔ.[20]

ESPN column—st Ralp– W—ley called Al— ནT–e K—ng of
T”as– Talkཔ.[125] In 2013, The Guardian sa—d Al— exem-
pl—ិed box—ng’s ནgolden age of t”as– talk—ngཔ.[126] T–e
Bleac–e” Repo”t called Clay’s desc”—pt—on of Sonny L—s-
ton smell—ng l—ke a bea” and –—s vow to donate –—m to a
zoo afte” –e beat –—m t–e g”eatest t”as– talk l—ne —n spo”ts
–—sto”y.[127]

1.1.7 Legacy

As Mrs. Lonnie Ali looks on, President George W. Bush em-
braces Muhammad Ali after presenting him with the Presidential
Medal of Freedom on November 9, 2005, during ceremonies at
the White House.

Mu–ammad Al— defeated eve”y top –eavywe—g–t —n –—s
e”a, w–—c– –as been called t–e golden age of –eavy-
we—g–t box—ng. Al— was named ནF—g–te” of t–e Yea”པ by
Ring Magazine mo”e t—mes t–an any ot–e” ិg–te”, and
was —nvolved —n mo”e Ring Magazine ནF—g–t of t–e Yea”པ
bouts t–an any ot–e” ិg–te”. He —s an —nductee —nto t–e
Inte”nat—onal Box—ng Hall of Fame and –olds w—ns ove”
seven ot–e” Hall of Fame —nductees. He —s one of only
t–”ee boxe”s to be named "Spo”tsman of t–e Yea”" by
Sports Illustrated.

In 1978, t–”ee yea”s befo”e Al—’s pe”manent ”et—”ement,
t–e Boa”d of Alde”men —n –—s –ometown of Lou—sv—lle,
Kentucky, voted 6ཊ5 to ”enameWalnut St”eet toMu–am-
mad Al— Bouleva”d. T–—s was cont”ove”s—al at t–e t—me,
as w—t–—n a week 12 of t–e 70 st”eet s—gns we”e stolen.
Ea”l—e” t–at yea”, a comm—ttee of t–e Jeាe”son County
Publ—c Sc–ools cons—de”ed ”enam—ng Cent”al H—g– Sc–ool
—n –—s –ono”, but t–e mot—on fa—led to pass. At any ”ate,
—n t—me, Mu–ammad Al— Bouleva”dཋand Al— –—mselfཋ
came to be well accepted —n –—s –ometown.[128] In 1993,
t–e Assoc—ated P”ess ”epo”ted t–at Al— was t—ed w—t– Babe
Rut– as t–e most ”ecogn—zed at–lete, out of ove” 800 dead
o” al—ve at–letes, —n Ame”—ca. T–e study found t–at ove”
97% of Ame”—cans ove” 12 yea”s of age —dent—ិed bot–
Al— and Rut–.[129]

He was t–e ”ec—p—ent of t–e 1997 A”t–u” As–e Cou”age
Awa”d. Two yea”s late”, —n 1999, t–e BBC p”oduced a
spec—al ve”s—on of —ts annual BBC Spo”ts Pe”sonal—ty of
t–e Yea” Awa”d ce”emony, and Al— was voted t–e—” Spo”ts
Pe”sonal—ty of t–e Centu”y,[130] ”ece—v—ng mo”e votes t–an
t–e ot–e” fou” contende”s comb—ned. On Septembe” 13,
1999, Al— was named ནKentucky At–lete of t–e Cen-
tu”yཔ by t–e Kentucky At–let—c Hall of Fame —n ce”e-
mon—es at t–e Galt House East.[131] On Janua”y 8, 2005,
Mu–ammad Al— was p”esented w—t– t–e P”es—dent—al C—t-
—zens Medal by P”es—dent Geo”ge W. Bus–. Late” t–at
Novembe”, –e ”ece—ved t–e P”es—dent—al Medal of F”ee-
dom at a W–—te House ce”emony.[132][133] and t–e "Otto
Ha–n Peace Medal —n Gold" of t–e UN Assoc—at—on of
Ge”many (DGVN) —n Be”l—n fo” –—s wo”kw—t– t–eUS c—v—l
”—g–ts movement and t–e Un—ted Nat—ons (Decembe” 17,
2005).

The Muhammad Ali Center, alongside Interstate 64 on
Louisville's riverfront
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12 CHAPTER 1. OVERVIEW

OnNovembe” 19, 2005 (Al—’s 19t– wedd—ng ann—ve”sa”y),
t–e $60m—ll—on non-p”oិtMu–ammadAl— Cente” opened
—n downtown Lou—sv—lle. In add—t—on to d—splay—ng –—s box-
—ng memo”ab—l—a, t–e cente” focuses on co”e t–emes of
peace, soc—al ”espons—b—l—ty, ”espect, and pe”sonal g”owt–.
On June 5, 2007, –e ”ece—ved an –ono”a”y docto”ate
of –uman—t—es at P”—nceton Un—ve”s—ty's 260t– g”aduat—on
ce”emony.[134]

Al—Mall, located —n A”aneta Cente”, Quezon C—ty, P–—l—p-
p—nes, —s named afte” –—m. Const”uct—on of t–e mall, t–e
ិ”st of —ts k—nd —n t–e P–—l—pp—nes, began s–o”tly afte”
Al—’s v—cto”y on a box—ng matc– w—t– Joe F”az—e” —n nea”by
A”aneta Col—seum —n 1975. T–emall opened —n 1976w—t–
Al— pe”sonally g”ac—ng —ts open—ng.[135]

Ranking in heavyweight history

Al— —s gene”ally cons—de”ed to be one of t–e g”eatest –eavy-
we—g–ts of all t—me by box—ng commentato”s and –—sto-
”—ans. Ring Magazine, a p”om—nent box—ng magaz—ne,
named –—m numbe” 1 —n a 1998 ”ank—ng of g”eatest –eavy-
we—g–ts f”om all e”as.[136]

Al— was named t–e second g”eatest ិg–te” —n box—ng –—s-
to”y by ESPN.com be–—nd only welte”we—g–t and m—d-
dlewe—g–t g”eat Suga” Ray Rob—nson.[137] In Decembe”
2007, ESPN l—sted Al— second —n —ts c–o—ce of t–e g”eatest
–eavywe—g–ts of all t—me, be–—nd Joe Lou—s.[138]

T–e Assoc—ated P”ess voted Al— t–e No. 1 –eavywe—g–t of
t–e 20t– centu”y —n 1999.[139]

In the media and popular culture

Ma—n a”t—cle: Mu–ammad Al— —n med—a and popula” cul-
tu”e
As a wo”ld c–amp—on boxe” and soc—al act—v—st, Al— –as
been t–e subject of nume”ous books, ិlms and ot–e” c”e-
at—ve wo”ks.

Al— –as appea”ed on t–e cove” of Sports Illustrated on 37
d—ាe”ent occas—ons, second only to M—c–ael Jo”dan.[140]

Al— –ad a cameo ”ole —n t–e 1962 ិlm ve”s—on of Requiem
for a Heavyweight, and du”—ng –—s ex—le, –e sta””ed —n t–e
s–o”t-l—ved B”oadway mus—cal, Buck White (1969).

In 1963, Al— ”eleased an album of spoken wo”d on
Columb—a Reco”ds t—tled I Am the Greatest, and —n 1964,
–e ”eco”ded t–e song "Stand by Me".[141][142]

Al— appea”ed —n t–e documenta”y ិlmBlack Rodeo (1972)
”—d—ng bot– a –o”se and a bull. H—s autob—og”ap–y The
Greatest: My Own Story, w”—tten w—t– R—c–a”d Du”–am,
was publ—s–ed —n 1975.[143] In 1977 t–e book was adapted
—nto a ិlm called The Greatest, —n w–—c– Al— played –—m-
self and E”nest Bo”gn—ne played Angelo Dundee.

T–e ិlm Freedom Road, made —n 1978, featu”es Mu–am-
mad Al— —n a ”a”e act—ng ”ole as G—deon Jackson, an ex-
slave —n 1870s V—”g—n—a w–o gets elected to t–e U.S. Sen-

Pop art painting of Muhammad Ali by John Stango

Ali and Michel, 1979

ate —n Was–—ngton, D.C., and battles ot–e” fo”me” slaves
andw–—te s–a”ec”oppe”s to keep t–e land t–ey –ave tended
all t–e—” l—ves. On t–e set of Freedom Road Al— met Cana-
d—an s—nge”-songw”—te” M—c–el, and subse“uently –elped
c”eate M—c–el’s album ent—tled The First Flight of the
Gizzelda Dragon. and t–e –ou”-long telev—s—on s–owWith
Love From Muhammad Ali.

Al— was t–e subject of This Is Your Life —n 1978 w–en –e
was su”p”—sed by Eamonn And”ews.[144]
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In 1979, Al— guest-sta””ed as –—mself —n an ep—sode of t–e
NBC s—tcom Diઢ'rent Strokes.

T–e Mu–ammad Al— Eាect, named afte” Al—, —s a te”m
t–at came —nto use —n psyc–ology —n t–e 1980s, as –e stated
—n –—s autob—og”ap–y The Greatest: My Own Story: ནI only
sa—d I was t–e g”eatest, not t–e sma”test.པ[143] Acco”d—ng
to t–—s eាect, w–en people a”e asked to ”ate t–e—” —ntell—-
gence andmo”al be–av—o” —n compa”—son to ot–e”s, people
w—ll ”ate t–emselves as mo”e mo”al, but not mo”e —ntell—-
gent t–an ot–e”s.[145][146]

When We Were Kings, a 1996 documenta”y about t–e
Rumble —n t–e Jungle, won an Academy Awa”d,[147] and
t–e 2001 b—op—c Ali ga”ne”ed an Osca” nom—nat—on fo”
W—ll Sm—t–'s po”t”ayal of t–e lead ”ole.[148] T–e latte” ិlm
was d—”ected by M—c–ael Mann, w—t– m—xed ”ev—ews, t–e
pos—t—ves g—ven to Sm—t–’s po”t”ayal of Al—. P”—o” to mak-
—ng t–e ិlm, Sm—t– ”ejected t–e ”ole unt—l Al— ”e“uested
t–at –e accept —t. Sm—t– sa—d t–e ិ”st t–—ng Al— told –—m
was: ནMan you'”e almost p”etty enoug– to play me.པ[149]

In 2002, fo” –—s cont”—but—ons to t–e ente”ta—nment —ndus-
t”y, Al— was –ono”ed w—t– a sta” on t–e Hollywood Walk
of Fame at 6801 Hollywood Bouleva”d.[150] H—s sta” —s
t–e only one to be mounted on a ve”t—cal su”face, out
of defe”ence to –—s ”e“uest t–at –—s name not be walked
upon.[151][152]

The Trials of Muhammad Ali, a documenta”y d—”ected by
B—ll S—egel t–at focuses on Al—’s ”efusal of t–e d”aft du”—ng
t–e V—etnam Wa”, opened —n Man–attan on August 23,
2013.[153][154] A made-fo”-TV mov—e called Muhammad
Ali’s Greatest Fight, also —n 2013, d”amat—zed t–e same
aspect of Al—’s l—fe.

In 2015, Al— ”eleased –—s memo—” The Greatest: My Own
Story, w–—c– c–”on—cles t–e battles –e faced —n and out of
t–e ”—ng. It was ed—ted by Nobel P”—ze-w—nn—ng novel—st
Ton— Mo””—son.

1.1.8 Professional boxing record

1.1.9 Awards and nominations

Double Helix Medal

• 2006: CSHL Double Hel—x Medal Hono”ee at t–e
Wayback Mac–—ne (a”c–—ved Ma”c– 17, 2012)

1.1.10 See also

• Mu–ammad Al— —n med—a and popula” cultu”e

• L—st of –eavywe—g–t box—ng c–amp—ons

• L—st of No”t– Ame”—can Musl—ms

• L—st of people f”om t–e Lou—sv—lle met”opol—tan a”ea

• L—st of WBA wo”ld c–amp—ons

• L—st of WBC wo”ld c–amp—ons

• Notable box—ng fam—l—es

• Consc—ent—ous objecto”
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Chapter 2

Ringside opponents

2.1 Tunney Hunsaker

TunneyMorgan Hunsaker (Septembe” 1, 1930 ཊ Ap”—l
27, 2005) was an Ame”—can p”ofess—onal boxe” w–o also
se”ved as t–e pol—ce c–—ef of Fayettev—lle, West V—”g—n—a.

2.1.1 Law enforcement career

Hunsake” was t–e youngest pol—ce c–—ef —n t–e –—sto”y of
West V—”g—n—a at age 27. He se”ved as Fayettev—lle pol—ce
c–—ef fo” 38 yea”s. He was late” —nducted —nto t–e Law En-
fo”cement Hall Of Fame. He was ”emembe”ed as –av—ng
pe”fo”med many –uman—ta”—an gestu”es —n –—s capac—ty,
suc– as esco”t—ng t–e elde”ly –ome at dusk, o” ope”at—ng
as a c”oss—ng gua”d to —nsu”e t–e safety of small c–—ld”en,
stand—ng on wa—t fo” buses ente”—ng town, etc. T–e S–e”—ា
p”oved an —nsp—”at—on to t–e c–—ld”en of Fayettev—lle. On a
l—g–te” note, a –obby of –—s was to tu”n t–e t”aឹc s—gnals
oា du”—ng ”us– –ou” and afte” t–e –—g– sc–ool football
games to d—”ect t”aឹc, somet–—ng t–at became somew–at
of a spo”t to –—m and an expected occu””ence to ”es—dents.

In –—s yout–, C–—ef Hunsake” se”ved –ono”ably —n t–e
Un—ted States A—” Fo”ce, stat—oned at Lackland AFB —n
San Anton—o, TX.

2.1.2 Boxing career

In 1960, Hunsake” was Cass—us Clay's (now Mu–ammad
Al—) ិ”st opponent —n a p”ofess—onal box—ng bout. Afte”
t–e ិg–t Hunsake” sa—d, ནClay was as fast as l—g–tn—ng ...
I t”—ed eve”y t”—ck I knew to t–”ow at –—m oា balance
but –e was just too goodཔ. In a t–umbna—l p”oិle of t–e
ិg–t t–e follow—ng Janua”y, young Cass—us was ”epo”ted
as –av—ng ”ema”ked t–at Hunsake”’s style was fa” d—ាe”-
ent f”om w–at Clay –ad been exposed to as an amateu”
and Olymp—an; t–e young ិg–te” adm—tted to ne”vousness
go—ng —n, and t–at Hunsake”’s afo”ement—oned p”o style,
–ad g—ven –—m t”ouble.[1] T–—s ”espect appea”s genu—ne,
as —t was last—ngཋ—n –—s autob—og”ap–y, Al— sa—d Hunsake”
dealt –—m one of t–e –a”dest body blows –e eve” took —n
–—s ca”ee”. Al— and Hunsake” became good f”—ends and
stayed —n touc– ove” t–e yea”s. Hunsake” sa—d –e d—d not

ag”ee w—t– Al—’s dec—s—on to ”efuse m—l—ta”y se”v—ce, but
p”a—sed –—m as a g”eat –uman—ta”—an and at–lete.[2]

In t–e ិg–t game, Hunsake” was a small –eavywe—g–t, pe”-
–aps bette” su—ted fo” l—g–t-–eavy class—ិcat—on (175 lbs.
l—m—t); today, –e would most l—kely compete as a c”u—s-
e”we—g–t (190 lbs. l—m—t). He foug–t as a boxe”-punc–e”,
by –—s own tell—ng. Hunsake” once appea”ed on t–e unde”-
ca”d at Mad—son S“ua”e Ga”den. Hunsake” ended up w—t–
a ”eco”d of 17 w—ns w—t– 15 defeats w—t– 8 w—ns by way
of KO (as of box”ec). H—s ca”ee” ended afte” a box—ng-
”elated –ead —nju”y suាe”ed on Ap”—l 6, 1962, —n Beckley,
West V—”g—n—a. Alt–oug– ”us–ed to a Beckley –osp—tal,
Hunsake” was —n a coma fo” n—ne days and suាe”ed t–e
p–ys—cal eាects fo” t–e ”est of –—s l—fe. He was 74 w–en
–e d—ed afte” a long battle w—t– Alz–e—me”’s D—sease.

Professional boxing record

2.1.3 Personal life

Tunney Hunsaker Bridge

In –—s p”—vate l—fe, Hunsake” was act—ve —n t–e Oak H—ll
C–u”c– of t–e Naza”ene fo” many yea”s, teac–—ng a Sun-
day Sc–ool class fo” ិft– and s—xt– g”ade boys. He was
t–”ee t—mes named Sunday Sc–ool Teac–e” of t–e Yea”.
At t–e t—me of –—s deat– —n 2005, –e –ad been ma””—ed to
w—fe Pat”—c—a fo” ove” t–—”ty yea”s.

T–e Fayette Stat—on B”—dge ca””y—ng County Route 82
ove” t–e Kanaw–a R—ve” at t–e bottom of New R—ve”
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Go”ge –as been named fo” Hunsake”.

2.1.4 References
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Lyons P”ess. p. 301. ISBN 1-58574-829-3.

[3] –ttp://box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=9362&
cat=boxe”

2.1.5 External links

Tunney Hunsake” at Find a Grave

2.2 Herb Siler

Herb Siler (b. Janua”y 5, 1935 B”und—dge, Alabama,
USA - d. Ma”c– 25, 2001 M—am—) was a –eavywe—g–t
boxe”. He won 15 ិg–ts (—nclud—ng seven by t–e way of
knock outs) and lost 12, but d—d not –ave any d”aws. H—s
ca”ee” sta”ted —n 1960 and ended —n 1967.[1] S—le” lost to
Mu–ammad Al— t–”oug– a 4t– ”ound knockout —n 1960.[2]

In 1972 –e was conv—cted fo” manslaug–te” and subse-
“uently se”ved a 7-yea” sentence. H—s g”andson —s NFL
l—nebacke” B”andon S—le”.

2.2.1 Professional boxing record

2.2.2 References

[1] ནHe”b S—le”པ. Ret”—eved Janua”y 3, 2009.

[2] ནMu–ammad Al—པ. Ret”—eved Janua”y 3, 2009.

[3] –ttp://box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=9363&
cat=boxe”

2.3 Jim Robinson

୬Sweet Jimmy୭ Jim Robinson (bo”n 1925) —s a ”e-
t—”ed Ame”—can boxe” f”om M—am—. Rob—nson foug–t
Mu–ammad Al— —n M—am— Beac– on Feb. 7, 1961 as
a last-m—nute ”eplacement fo” W—ll—e Gullatt. Rob—nson
became Al—’s fou”t– p”ofess—onal opponent. H—s w–e”e-
abouts and status a”e cu””ently unknown.

2.3.1 Background

O”—g—nally f”om Kansas C—ty, M—ssou”—,[1] Rob—nson was
a m—ddlewe—g–t boxe” w–o foug–t up to –eavywe—g–t. He
was managed by Clyde K—llens, a local pool –all owne”.

He was often used as a last m—nute sub on C–”—s Dundee
p”omot—ons —nM—am—-Dade County and was often used as
a stepp—ng-stone fo” upcom—ng Sout– Flo”—da p”ospects.

He t”a—ned at t–e famed 5t– St”eet Gym, but l—ved —n t–e
Ove”town sect—on of M—am— known as L—be”ty C—ty.

2.3.2 Bout with Ali

On Feb”ua”y 7, 1961, Mu–ammad Al—, t–en known as
Cass—us Clay, was sc–eduled to ិg–t W—ll—e Gullatt —n
M—am— Beac–. Acco”d—ng to Gullatt, p”omote” C–”—s
Dundee, Angelo Dundee's b”ot–e”, oាe”ed Al— $800 and
oាe”ed Gullatt only $300 fo” t–e ិg–t. Gullatt ”efused,
and d—dn't s–ow up, —nstead opt—ng to go out d”—nk—ng.
Dundee t–en enl—sted Rob—nson to ិg–t Al—. Rob—nson
s–owed up at M—am— Beac– Convent—on Hall w—t– –—s gea”
—n an old a”my bag. Al— oឹc—ally outwe—g–ed –—m by 16.5
pounds and won by knockout at 1:34 of t–e ិ”st ”ound.

Rob—nson foug–t fo” seven mo”e yea”s w–—le comp—l—ng a
”eco”d of 8 w—ns and 25 losses. He was knocked out 16
t—mes. He ”et—”ed f”om box—ng —n 1963, and –e became
a ិxtu”e —n local pool –alls and st”eet co”ne”s —n L—be”ty
C—ty. In 1968 –e came out of ”et—”ement to ិg–t Kent
G”een —n M—am— Beac–. At t–at t—me G”een was t–e only
ិg–te” to –ave a TKO w—n ove” Mu–ammad Al— (w–en
Al— was an amateu”). G”een stopped Rob—nson —n unde” a
m—nute.

2.3.3 Whereabouts unknown

In 1979 Sports Illustrated w”—te”/p–otog”ap–e” M—c–ael
B”ennan t”acked down Rob—nson —n M—am— fo” w–at
–as been –—s last known —nte”v—ew to date.[2] Rob—nson
cla—med t–at –e only we—g–ed 158 lbs. fo” –—s ិg–t w—t–
Al— (not 178 as was oឹc—ally l—sted). He also stated t–at
–e was good f”—ends w—t– Al— and would d”—ve –—m a”ound
—n Al—’s p—nk Cad—llac. He last saw Al— —n 1967.

Cu””ently Rob—nson’s w–e”eabouts a”e unknown. In
2009, ESPN spo”ts w”—te” W”—g–t T–ompson w”ote an
a”t—cle about –—s s—x-yea” attempt to ិnd Rob—nson —n t–e
Ove”town d—st”—ct of M—am— w—t– no success. Mu–am-
mad Al— collecto” Step–en S—nge” –as spent a numbe” of
yea”s sea”c–—ng fo” Rob—nson, collect—ng autog”ap–s of
49 of Al—’s 50 opponents, w—t– Rob—nson be—ng t–e lone
om—ss—on.[3]

2.3.4 Professional boxing record

2.3.5 References
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Further reading

• Campbell, Jan—e (Dec 19, 2009). ནBox—ng H—sto”y
Lost —n Ove”townཔ. WTVJ.

• T–ompson, W”—g–t (Decembe” 16, 2009). ནS–adow
Box—ngཔ. ESPN.com/Outside the Lines (B”—stol, Con-
nect—cut).

2.3.6 External links

• Box—ng ”eco”d

2.4 Willi Besmanoຄ

William David Besmanoຄ (Octobe” 4, 1932 ཊ Octobe”
20, 2010[1]) was a Ge”man boxe” w–o was a –eavywe—g–t
contende” —n t–e 1950s. He was bo”n —n Mun—c–,
Ge”many). H—s fat–e” was Jew—s– Ame”—can. W–en
W—ll— was 11, –e was —mp”—soned —n t–e Buc–enwald
concent”at—on camp fo” a s–o”t t—me. In t–e 1950s –e
moved to M—lwaukee, W—scons—n and became an Ame”—-
can c—t—zen.[2]

Mak—ng –—s p”ofess—onal debut —n 1952, Besmanoា
ma—nly foug–t —n Ge”many fo” t–e ិ”st –alf of –—s ca”ee”,
befo”e subse“uently ”elocat—ng to t–e Un—ted States. Be-
smanoា foug–t many top contende”s of t–e e”a, —nclud—ng
Sonny L—ston, A”c–—e Moo”e, Geo”ge C–uvalo, Zo”a Fol-
ley, Edd—e Mac–en, Roy Ha””—s, W—ll—e Past”ano and Bob
Foste”. He was also an ea”ly opponent of Cass—us Clay.
He ”et—”ed —n 1967, w—t– a ិnal ”eco”d of 51-34-8.

2.4.1 Professional boxing record

2.4.2 References

[1] Ob—tua”y —n The St. Augustine Record.

[2] A Salute to W—ll— Besmanoា.

[3] –ttp://box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=9371&
cat=boxe”

2.4.3 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” W—ll— Besmanoា
f”om BoxRec

2.5 Sonny Banks

Lucien ୬Sonny୭ Banks (June 29, 1940 ཊ May 13,
1965)[1] was an Ame”—can boxe” best known fo” be—ng t–e
ិ”st ិg–te” to d”op a youngMu–ammad Al— (t–en Cass—us
Clay). At t–e t—me Banks was a ”—s—ng p”ospect and known
fo” a fast s–a”p left –ook.

Banks foug–t Clay —n 1962 and knocked –—m down fo”
a count, alt–oug– –e lost t–e matc–. Banks at t–e age of
24, d—ed —n 1965 f”om —nju”—es susta—ned —n a 9-”ound bout
aga—nst Leot—s Ma”t—n.

2.5.1 Professional boxing record

2.5.2 References

[1] P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Sonny Banks f”om BoxRec

[2] Box—ng ”eco”d fo” Sonny Banks. BoxRec.com.

• West S—de Box—ng News: ན15 Round: T–e T”ue
C–amp—ons–—p D—stanceཔ

2.6 Archie Moore

Fo” t–e baseball playe”, see A”c–—e Moo”e (baseball).

Archie Moore (bo”n Archibald Lee Wright; Decem-
be” 13, 1916 ཊ Decembe” 9, 1998) was an Ame”—can
p”ofess—onal boxe” and t–e longest ”e—gn—ng L—g–t Heavy-
we—g–t Wo”ld C–amp—on of all t—me (Decembe” 1952 ཊ
May 1962). He –ad one of t–e longest p”ofess—onal ca-
”ee”s —n t–e –—sto”y of t–e spo”t. N—cknamed ནT–e Mon-
gooseཔ, and t–en ནT–e Old Mongooseཔ —n t–e latte” –alf
of –—s ca”ee”, Moo”e –olds t–e ”eco”d fo” t–e most ca-
”ee” knockouts (131) —n box—ng –—sto”y. Moo”e was a
–—g–ly st”ateg—cal and defens—ve boxe”, w—t– a g”eat c–—n
and bludgeon—ng powe”, –e ”anks #4 on The Ring's l—st of
ན100 g”eatest punc–e”s of all t—meཔ. Moo”e —s ”ated by
p”om—nent box—ng webs—te BoxRec as t–e g”eatest pound-
fo”-pound boxe” of all-t—me.[1] Moo”e was also a t”a—ne”
fo” a s–o”t t—me afte” ”et—”ement. He t”a—ned boxe”s suc–
as Mu–ammad Al—, Geo”ge Fo”eman and James T—ll—s.

A nat—ve of Beno—t, M—ss—ss—pp—, Moo”e was ”a—sed —n St.
Lou—s, M—ssou”—. A v—ct—m of ”ac—sm fo” muc– of –—s
ca”ee”, Moo”e was an —mpo”tant ិgu”e —n t–e Ame”—can
black commun—ty, and became —nvolved —n Af”—can Ame”-
—can causes once –—s days as a ិg–te” we”e ove”. He also
establ—s–ed –—mself as a successful c–a”acte” acto” —n tele-
v—s—on and ិlm. Moo”e d—ed —n –—s adopted –ome of San
D—ego, Cal—fo”n—a.
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2.6.1 Early life

Bo”n A”c–—bald Lee W”—g–t, t–e son of T–omas W”—g–t,
a fa”m labo”e” and d”—fte”, and Lo”enaW”—g–t. He always
—ns—sted t–at –e was bo”n —n 1916 —n Coll—nsv—lle, Ill—no—s,
but –—s mot–e” told ”epo”te”s t–at –e was actually bo”n —n
1913 —n Beno—t, M—ss—ss—pp—. H—s fat–e” abandoned t–e
fam—ly w–en A”c–—e was an —nfant. Unable to p”ov—de
fo” –—m and –—s olde” s—ste”, –—s mot–e” gave t–em —nto
t–e ca”e of an uncle and aunt, Cleveland and W—ll—e Pea”l
Moo”e, w–o l—ved —n St. Lou—s, M—ssou”—. A”c–—e late” ex-
pla—nedw–y –ewas g—ven t–e—” su”name: ནIt was less “ues-
t—ons to be called Moo”e.པ He attended all-black sc–ools
—n St. Lou—s, —nclud—ng L—ncoln H—g– Sc–ool, alt–oug– –e
neve” g”aduated. H—s uncle and aunt p”ov—ded –—m w—t– a
stable upb”—ng—ng, but afte” –—s uncle d—ed —n a f”eak ac-
c—dent a”ound 1928, Moo”e began ”unn—ng w—t– a st”eet
gang. One of –—s ិ”st t–efts was a pa—” of o—l lamps f”om
–—s –ome, w–—c– –e sold so t–at –e would –ave money to
buy box—ng gloves. He late” ”ecalled of –—s steal—ng: ནIt
was —nev—table t–at I would be caug–t. I t–—nk I knew t–—s
even befo”e I sta”ted, but some–ow t–e u”ge to –ave a few
cents —n my pocket made me ove”look t–—s eventual—tyཔ.
Afte” –e was a””ested fo” attempt—ng to steal c–ange f”om
a moto”man’s box on a st”eetca”, –e was sentenced to a
t–”ee-yea” te”m at a ”efo”m sc–ool —n Boonev—lle, M—s-
sou”—. He was ”eleased ea”ly f”om t–e sc–ool fo” good
be–av—o” afte” se”v—ng twenty-two mont–s.

A”ound 1933 Moo”e jo—ned t–e C—v—l—an Conse”vat—on
Co”ps, wo”k—ng fo” t–e fo”est”y d—v—s—on at a camp —n
Popla” Bluា, M—ssou”—. Hav—ng dete”m—ned to become a
boxe”, –e dec—ded to make –—s wo”k at t–e camp a fo”m of
t”a—n—ng. He late” ”ecalled t–at t–e ot–e” boys constantly
k—dded –—m about one da—ly exe”c—seཋstand—ng up”—g–t
—n t–e bed of a t”uck as —t d”ove along p”—m—t—ve fo”est
”oads, wa—t—ng unt—l t–e last poss—ble moment befo”e duck-
—ng o” weav—ng away f”om t”ee b”anc–es. T–e capta—n
of t–e camp pe”m—tted –—m to o”gan—ze a box—ng team,
w–—c– competed —n Golden Gloves tou”naments —n sout–-
e”n M—ssou”— and Ill—no—s. Many of –—s ិg–ts occu””ed
—n a ”ac—ally c–a”ged atmosp–e”e; –e late” desc”—bed one
of t–em, aga—nst a w–—te boxe” named B—ll R—c–a”dson —n
Popla” Bluា:

I knocked –—m down w—t– a volley of –ead punc–es about
one m—nute —nto ”ound one. H—s b”ot–e” . . . was t–e
”efe”ee. He was fu”—ous at me and told me to keep my
punc–es up. S—nce I –ad been –—tt—ng B—ll —n t–e –ead I
would –ave m—ssed –—m altoget–e” —f I t–”ew my punc–es
any –—g–e”. But t–e ”efe”ee sa—d I –ad fouled –—m. . . . I
got steamed at t–—s and oាe”ed to ិg–t [t–e ”efe”ee], too.
I ”esolved not to –—t B—ll any place but –—s –ead. . . . In
t–e second ”ound I d”opped –—m w—t– a left –ook t–at spun
–—s –ead l—ke a top. . . . I –ea”d a man at ”—ngs—de say,
ནFo” two cents I'd s–oot t–at n—gge”.པ

Afte” t–e bout, t–e box—ng team was followed back to
camp by a l—ne of ca”s loaded w—t– ang”y ནtown—es.པ T–ey
d—spe”sed only w–en t–e camp capta—n t–”eatened t–em

w—t– a submac–—ne gun.

Professional boxing career

He tu”ned p”ofess—onal —n 1935 and boxed all but one of
–—s 12 bouts t–at yea” —n San D—ego. Moo”e –ad e—g–t
bouts —n 1939, go—ng 5ཊ2 du”—ng t–at span, w—t– one ནno
contest.པ He lost to fo”me” M—ddlewe—g–t C–amp—on and
futu”e Hall of Fame” Teddy Ya”osz du”—ng t–at t—me, and
–—s no-contest was aga—nst Jack Cogg—ns, —n e—g–t ”ounds.
In 1940, Moo”e made a tou” of Aust”al—a and foug–t —n
Melbou”ne, Tasman—a, Adela—de and Sydney. He won
all of –—s seven bouts t–e”e, —nclud—ng s—x by knockout.
Upon ”etu”n—ng to t–e Un—ted States, –e defeated Panc–o
Ram—”ez by a knockout —n ិve but lost to S–o”ty Hogue
on a s—x-”ound dec—s—on.

2.6.2 First retirement and comeback

Moo”e –ad fou” ិg–ts —n 1941, du”—ng w–—c– –e went 2ཊ
1ཊ1, w—t– t–e d”aw aga—nst Edd—e Booke”. By t–en, –ow-
eve”, –e –ad suាe”ed t–”oug– seve”al stomac– ulce”s, w—t–
t–e ”esult—ng ope”at—ons, and –e announced –—s ”et—”ement
f”om box—ng.

H—s ”et—”ement was b”—ef, –oweve”, and by 1942 –e was
back —n t–e ”—ng. He won –—s ិ”st s—x bouts t–at yea”, —n-
clud—ng a second ”ound knockout of Hogue —n a ”ematc–,
and a ten ”ound dec—s—on ove” Jack C–ase. Hemet Booke”
—n a ”ematc–, and ”eac–ed t–e same conclus—on as t–e—”
ិ”st meet—ng –ad: anot–e” 10 ”ound d”aw.

In 1943, Moo”e foug–t seven bouts, w—nn—ng ិve and
los—ng two. He won and t–en lost t–e Cal—fo”n—a State
M—ddlewe—g–t t—tle aga—nst C–ase, bot– by 15 ”ound de-
c—s—ons, and beat C–ase aga—n —n –—s last bout of t–at yea”,
—n a ten ”ound dec—s—on. He also lost a dec—s—on to Aa”on
Wade t–at yea”.

2.6.3 The Atlantic Coast

In 1944, –e –ad n—ne bouts, go—ng 7ཊ2. H—s last bout t–at
yea” ma”ked –—s debut on t–e Atlant—c Coast, and t–e level
of –—s oppos—t—on began to —mp”ove. He beat J—mmy Hay-
den by a knockout —n ិve, lost to futu”e Hall of Fame”
C–a”l—e Bu”ley by a dec—s—on, and to Booke” by a knock-
out —n e—g–t.

He won –—s ិ”st e—g–t bouts of 1945, —mp”ess—ng Atlant—c
coast box—ng expe”ts and ea”n—ng a ិg–t w—t– futu”e IB-
HOF ens–”—nee J—mmy B—v—ns, w–o defeated Moo”e by a
knockout —n s—x at Cleveland. He ”etu”ned to t–e Easte”n
Seaboa”d to ិg–t ិve mo”e t—mes befo”e t–at yea” was
ove”. He met, among ot–e”s, futu”e IBHOF ens–”—nee
HolmanW—ll—ams du”—ng t–at span, los—ng a ten ”ound de-
c—s—on, and knock—ng –—m out —n eleven —n t–e ”ematc–.

By 1946, Moo”e –ad moved to t–e l—g–t –eavywe—g–t d—-
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v—s—on and –e went 5ཊ2ཊ1 t–at yea”, beat—ng contende”
Cu”t—s S–eppa”d, but los—ng to futu”e Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t
C–amp—on and Hall of Fame” Ezza”d C–a”les by a de-
c—s—on —n ten, and d”aw—ng w—t– old nemes—s C–ase. By
t–en, Moo”e began compla—n—ng publ—cly t–at, acco”d—ng
to –—m, none of box—ng’s wo”ld c–amp—ons would ”—sk
t–e—” t—tles ិg–t—ng –—m.

1947 was essent—ally a yea” of ”ematc–es fo” Moo”e. He
went 7ཊ1 t–at yea”, –—s one loss be—ng to C–a”les. He beat
C–ase by a knockout —n n—ne, S–eppa”d by a dec—s—on —n
ten and B—v—ns by a knockout —n n—ne. He also defeated
Bu”t Lytell, by a dec—s—on —n ten.

He foug–t a sol—d 14 ិg–ts —n 1948, los—ng aga—n to C–a”les
by a knockout —n n—ne, los—ng to Leona”d Mo””ow by a
knockout —n t–e ិ”st, to Hen”y Hall by a dec—s—on —n ten
and to Lloyd G—bson by a d—s“ual—ិcat—on —n fou”. But –e
also beat Ted Low”y, by a dec—s—on —n ten, and Hall —n a
”ematc–, also by dec—s—on.

1949 was also a good yea” fo” Moo”e: He –ad 13 bouts
t–at yea”, go—ng 12ཊ1. He defeated t–e Alabama Kid
tw—ce; by knockout —n fou” and by knockout —n t–”ee, Bob
Satte”ិeld by a knockout —n t–”ee, B—v—ns by a knockout
—n e—g–t, futu”e Wo”ld L—g–t Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on and
IBHOF —nductee Ha”old Jo–nson by a dec—s—on, Bob S—kes
by a knockout —n t–”ee and P–—l Muscato by a dec—s—on.
He lost to Cl—nton Bacon by a d—s“ual—ិcat—on —n s—x.

By Moo”e’s standa”ds, 1950 was a vacat—on yea” fo” –—m:
–e only –ad two ិg–ts, w—nn—ng bot–, —nclud—ng a 10 ”ound
dec—s—on —n a ”ematc– w—t– Lydell.

In 1951, Moo”e boxed 18 t—mes, w—nn—ng 16, los—ng one,
and d”aw—ng one. He went on an A”gent—n—an tou”, ិg–t-
—ng seven t—mes t–e”e, w—nn—ng s—x and d”aw—ng one. In
between t–ose seven ិg–ts, –e found t—me fo” a t”—p to
Montev—deo, U”uguay, w–e”e –e defeated V—cente Qu—”oz
by a knockout —n s—x. He knocked out B—v—ns —n n—ne and
spl—t two dec—s—ons w—t– Jo–nson.

2.6.4 World Light Heavyweight Champion

1952 was one of t–e most —mpo”tant yea”s —nMoo”e’s l—fe.
Afte” beat—ng Jo–nson, –eavywe—g–t contende”s J—mmy
Slade, Bob Dunlap, and Cla”ence Hen”y and l—g–t –eavy-
we—g–t Cl—nton Bacon (knocked out —n fou” —n a ”ematc–),
Moo”e was ិnally g—ven an oppo”tun—ty at age t–—”ty-s—x to
ិg–t fo” t–e t—tle of Wo”ld L—g–t Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on
aga—nst futu”e IBHOF –ono”ee Joey Max—m.

Max—m –ad just defeated t–e g”eat Suga” Ray Rob—nson
by a tec–n—cal knockout —n 14 ”ounds, fo”c—ng Rob—n-
son to “u—t —n –—s co”ne” due to –eat ex–aust—on. Aga—nst
Max—m, Moo”e cons—stently landed powe”ful ”—g–t –ands,
–u”t—ng –—m seve”al t—mes en ”oute to a ិfteen-”ound de-
c—s—on. Afte” s—xteen long yea”s, –e –ad ិnally ac–—eved
–—s d”eam.

He was fa” f”om done, –oweve”. T–e next yea”, Moo”e

won all n—ne of –—s bouts, —nclud—ng a 10 ”ound non t—-
tle w—n aga—nst t–en f”—nge –eavywe—g–t contende” N—no
Valdez of Cuba and a 15 ”ound dec—s—on ove” Max—m —n
a ”ematc– to ”eta—n t–e belt. He made two mo”e bouts —n
A”gent—na befo”e t–e end of t–e yea”.

In 1954, –e –ad only fou” ិg–ts, ”eta—n—ng t–e t—tle —n a
t–—”d ិg–t w—t–Max—m, w–o once aga—n went t–e 15 ”ound
d—stance, and ve”sus Jo–nson, w–o –e knocked out —n 14.
He also beat –—g–ly ”anked –eavywe—g–t Bob Bake”.

In 1955, Moo”e aga—n beat Valdez, w–o by t–at t—me was
t–e no. 1 –eavywe—g–t contende”, and defended aga—nst
Bobo Olson, t–e Wo”ld M—ddlewe—g–t C–amp—on and fu-
tu”e Hall of Fame” w–o was com—ng oា a dec—s—on v—cto”y
ove” Joey Max—m, by a knockout —n t–”ee.

On Septembe” 21, 1955, Moo”e went up —n we—g–t to
face futu”eHall of Fame” RockyMa”c—ano fo”Ma”c—ano’s
Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p. Moo”e b”—eីy d”opped
Ma”c—ano —n t–e second ”ound (t–e second and last t—me
Ma”c—ano –ad eve” been knocked down), but Ma”c—ano
”ecove”ed and knockedMoo”e down ិve t—mes, knock—ng
–—m out —n t–e n—nt– to ”eta—n t–e belt. It was Ma”c—ano’s
s—xt– and last t—tle defense befo”e ”et—”—ng —n 1956.

In 1956, Moo”e foug–t mostly as a –eavywe—g–t but d—d
”eta—n –—s L—g–t Heavywe—g–t t—tle w—t– a ten ”ound knock-
out ove” Yolande Pompey —n London. He won 11 bouts
—n a ”ow befo”e c–alleng—ng aga—n fo” t–e Wo”ld Heavy-
we—g–t C–amp—ons–—p. T–e t—tle was left vacant by Ma”-
c—ano, but Moo”e lost to Floyd Patte”son by a knockout —n
ិve (Patte”son, yet anot–e” futu”e Hall of Fame”, –—mself
made –—sto”y t–at n—g–t, becom—ng, at t–e age of 21, t–e
youngest Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on yet, a ”eco”d –e
would –old unt—l 1986).

Moo”e won all s—x of –—s bouts du”—ng 1957. Among
t–ose w—ns was an easy 10-”ound dec—s—on ove” –eavy-
we—g–t contende” Hans Kalbfell —n Ge”many, a knockout
—n 7 ”ounds ove” –—g–ly ”anked Tony Ant–ony to ”eta—n
t–e l—g–t –eavywe—g–t t—tle, a one-s—ded 10-”ound dec—-
s—on ove” l—g–t –eavywe—g–t contende” Edd—e Cotton —n a
non-t—tle bout and a 4t– ”ound knockout of futu”e top ten
–eavywe—g–t contende” Roge” R—sc–e”.

In 1958, Moo”e –ad 10 ិg–ts, go—ng 9ཊ0ཊ1 du”—ng t–at
span. H—s ិg–t w—t– Yvon Du”elle —n pa”t—cula” was
of note: defend—ng –—s wo”ld l—g–t –eavywe—g–t t—tle —n
Mont”eal, –e was felled t–”ee t—mes —n ”ound one, and
once aga—n —n ”ound ិve, but t–en d”opped Du”elle —n
”ound 10 and won by a knockout —n t–e 11t–.

1959, –—s last full yea” as uncontested c–amp—on, was
anot–e” ”a”e low-p”oិle yea”; —n –—s two ិg–ts, –e beat
Ste”l—ng Dav—s by a knockout —n t–”ee, and t–en Du”elle
aga—n, also by a knockout —n t–”ee, to once aga—n ”eta—n
–—s Wo”ld L—g–t Heavywe—g–t t—tle.

Du”—ng 1960, Moo”e was st”—pped of –—s Wo”ld L—g–t
Heavywe—g–t t—tle by t–e Nat—onal Box—ng Assoc—at—on
(NBA), but cont—nued to be ”ecogn—zed by most majo”
box—ng aut–o”—t—es —nclud—ng t–e New Yo”k State At–let—c
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Comm—ss—on and T–e R—ng Magaz—ne. Moo”e won t–”ee
of –—s fou” bouts —n 1960, one by dec—s—on aga—nst Buddy
Tu”man —n Dallas, Texas, –—s lone loss com—ng —n a ten-
”ound dec—s—on ve”sus G—ul—o R—nald— —n Rome.

In 1961, –e defeated Tu”man aga—n by dec—s—on —nMan—la,
P–—l—pp—nes befo”e defend—ng –—s L—neal Wo”ld L—g–t
Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p fo” w–at would be t–e last
t—me, beat—ng R—nald— by a 15 ”ound dec—s—on to ”eta—n t–e
belt. In –—s last ិg–t t–at yea”, –e once aga—n ventu”ed
—nto t–e –eavywe—g–ts, and met Pete Rademac–e”, a man
w–o –ad made –—sto”y ea”l—e” —n –—s ca”ee” by becom—ng
t–e ិ”st man eve” to c–allenge fo” a wo”ld t—tle —n –—s ិ”st
p”ofess—onal bout (w–en –e lost to Patte”son by a knock-
out —n s—x). Moo”e beat Rademac–e” by a knockout —n
n—ne.

In 1962, t–e ”ema—n—ng box—ng comm—ss—ons t–at –ad con-
t—nued to back Moo”e as t–e Wo”ld L—g–t Heavywe—g–t
C–amp—on w—t–d”ew t–e—” ”ecogn—t—on. He campa—gned
exclus—vely as a –eavywe—g–t f”om t–en on, and beat
Alejand”o Lavo”ante by a knockout —n 10 and Howa”d
K—ng by a knockout —n one ”ound —n T—juana. He t–en
d”ew aga—nst futu”e Wo”ld L—g–t Heavywe—g–t C–am-
p—on W—ll—e Past”ano —n a 10-”ound –eavywe—g–t con-
test. Inte”est—ngly enoug–, on t–e poste”s adve”t—s—ng t–at
ិg–t, Moo”e was b—lled as t–e ནWo”ld L—g–t Heavywe—g–t
C–amp—on.པ T–e bout took place —n Cal—fo”n—a, w–—c– –ad
not yet w—t–d”awn ”ecogn—t—on f”omMoo”e at t–e t—me t–e
Moo”e-Past”ano ិg–t was s—gned. By t–e t—me t–e bout
took place, t–e Cal—fo”n—a comm—ss—on, l—ke New Yo”k,
Massac–usetts, t–e EBU and R—ng Magaz—ne, –ad ”ecog-
n—zed Ha”old Jo–nson, w–o –ad beaten Doug Jones 16
days ea”l—e”, as t–e new L—g–t Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on.
Jo–nson –ad ”e—gned as t–e NBA (WBA) C–amp—on s—nce
Feb”ua”y 7, 1961.

T–en, —n –—s last ិg–t of note, Moo”e faced a young –eavy-
we—g–t out of Lou—sv—lle named Cass—us Clay (Mu–am-
mad Al—). Moo”e –ad been Clay’s t”a—ne” fo” a t—me,
but Clay became d—ssat—sិed and left Moo”e because of
Moo”e’s attempts to c–ange –—s style and –—s —ns—stence
t–at Clay do d—s–es and –elp clean gym ីoo”s.

In t–e days befo”e t–e ិg–t, Clay –ad ”–ymed t–at ནA”c–—e
Moo”e...Must fall —n fou”.པMoo”e ”epl—ed t–at –e –ad pe”-
fected a new punc– fo” t–e matc–: T–e L—p-Buttone”.

Nonet–eless, as Clay p”ed—cted Moo”e was beaten by a
knockout —n fou” ”ounds. Moo”e —s t–e only man to –ave
faced bot– Rocky Ma”c—ano and Mu–ammad Al—.

Afte” one mo”e ិg–t —n 1963, a t–—”d ”ound knockout w—n
ove” M—ke D—B—ase —n P–oen—x, Moo”e announced –—s ”e-
t—”ement f”om box—ng, fo” good.

2.6.5 Final retirement

Desp—te ”et—”—ng, Moo”e couldn't escape t–e l—mel—g–t, and
”ece—ved nume”ous awa”ds and ded—cat—ons. In 1965, –e
was g—ven t–e key to t–e c—ty of San D—ego, Cal—fo”n—a. In

1970, –e was named ནMan of T–e Yea”པ by Listen Maga-
zine, and ”ece—ved t–e key to t–e c—ty of Sandpo—nt, O–—o.

He was elected —n 1985 to t–e St. Lou—s c—ty Box—ng Hall
of Fame and –e ”ece—ved t–e Rocky Ma”c—ano Memo”—al
Awa”d —n t–e c—ty of New Yo”k —n 1988. In 1990, –e
became a membe” of t–e Inte”nat—onal Box—ng Hall Of
Fame —n Canastota, be—ng one of t–e o”—g—nal membe”s of
t–at —nst—tut—on.

At one po—nt, t–e oldest boxe” to w—n t–e Wo”ld’s L—g–t
Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p, –e —s bel—eved to –ave been
t–e only boxe” w–o boxed p”ofess—onally —n t–e e”as of Joe
Lou—s, Rocky Ma”c—ano and Mu–ammad Al—. He —s one
of only a –andful of boxe”s w–ose ca”ee”s spanned fou”
decades; –—s ិnal ”eco”d was an ext”ao”d—na”y 185 w—ns,
23 losses, 11 d”aws and 1 no contest, w—t– 131 oឹc—al
knockouts.

Howeve”, at least t–”ee of Moo”e’s ”eco”d 131 knock-
outs came —n less-t–an-compet—t—ve matc–es aga—nst p”o
w”estle”s: ནP”ofesso”པ Roy S–—”e —n 1956, Ste”l—ng Dav—s
—n 1959 and M—ke D—B—ase —n 1963 (Moo”e’s 131st and
ិnal knockout).[2] All t–”ee matc–es a”e oឹc—ally l—sted
as t–—”d-”ound TKO stoppages. But even —f one amends
Moo”e’s ca”ee” numbe”s, –e would st—ll –old t–e ”eco”d.
T–e second-–—g–est amount of knockouts —n box—ng –—s-
to”y —s 128,w–—c– belongs to Sam Langfo”d .[3]

Du”—ng t–e 1960s –e founded an o”gan—zat—on called Any
Boy Can, w–—c– taug–t box—ng to unde”p”—v—leged yout–
—n t–e San D—ego a”ea. In 1974 –e –elped t”a—n –eavy-
we—g–t boxe” Geo”ge Fo”eman fo” –—s famous "Rumble
—n t–e Jungle" t—tle bout —n Za—”e aga—nst Mu–ammad Al—.
In 1976 –e se”ved as an ass—stant coac– fo” t–e N—ge”—an
Olymp—c box—ng team. Act—vely —nvolved —n eាo”ts to
teac– c–—ld”en about t–e dange”s of d”ug abuse, –e wo”ked
du”—ng t–e 1980s as a yout– box—ng —nst”ucto” fo” t–e fed-
e”al Depa”tment of Hous—ng and U”ban Development, as-
s—gned la”gely to g–ettos —n San D—ego and Los Angeles. ནI
t”y to pass on t–e a”ts I know: self-cont”ol, self-”el—ance,
self-defense,པ –e told a ”epo”te”. In t–e ea”ly 1990s –e
aga—n wo”ked as a t”a—ne” fo” Geo”ge Fo”eman.[4]

2.6.6 Acting career

In 1960, Moo”e was c–osen to play t–e ”ole of t–e ”un-
away slave J—m —n M—c–ael Cu”t—z's ិlm adaptat—on of
Ma”k Twa—n's The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, op-
pos—te Edd—e Hodges as Huck. Moo”e ga”ne”ed pos—t—ve
”ev—ews fo” –—s sympat–et—c po”t”ayal of J—m, w–—c– some
v—ewe”s st—ll cons—de” t–e best —nte”p”etat—on of t–—s muc–-
ិlmed ”ole.

Moo”e d—d not c–oose to pu”sue a full-t—me ca”ee” as
an acto”, but –e d—d appea” —n 1960s ិlms suc– as The
Carpetbaggers (1964), The Hanged Man (1964) and The
Fortune Cookie (1966), and on telev—s—on —n ep—sodes of
Family Aઢair, Perry Mason,Wagon Train, The Reporter,
Batman (ep—sode 35) and t–e soap ope”a One Life to Live.
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H—s late” ិlm appea”ances —ncluded t–e c”—me ិlm The
Outણt (1973), as a c–ef —n Breakheart Pass (1975) w—t–
C–a”les B”onson, and a cameo ”ole as –—mself —n t–e 1982
ិlm Penitentiary II, along w—t– Leon Isaac Kennedy and
M”. T.

2.6.7 Personal life

A”c–—e Moo”e –ad t–”ee daug–te”s, Reena and J'Ma”—e
and El—zabet– Moo”e-Stump and fou” sons, A”c–—e J”.,
Ha”dy, Ant–ony andD'Angelo.[5] T–ema””—age of A”c–—e
Moo”e and El—zabet– T–o”ton p”oduced A”c–—e J”. and
El—zabet–. In 1956,–e ma””—ed Joan Ha”dy and –ad ិve
c–—ld”en; Reena, J'Ma”—e, Ha”dy, Ant–ony and D'Angelo.
T–ey we”e ma””—ed unt—l –—s deat– —n 1998.

In 1997, J'Ma”—e Moo”e became t–e ិ”st daug–te” of a
famous boxe” to –e”self become a p”ofess—onal boxe”.[6]

2.6.8 Death

A”c–—e Moo”e d—ed of –ea”t fa—lu”e —n 1998, fou” days
befo”e –—s 82nd b—”t–day. Hewas c”emated and —s —nte””ed
—n a n—c–e at Cyp”ess V—ew Mausoleum and C”emato”y,
—n San D—ego.

2.6.9 Accolades

• In 1965, Moo”e was also —nducted by t–e San
D—ego Hall of C–amp—ons —nto t–e B”e—tba”d Hall of
Fame.[7]

• In 1980, –e was —nducted —nto t–eWo”ld Box—ng Hall
of Fame.

• In 1990, –e was —nducted —nto t–e Inte”nat—onal Box-
—ng Hall of Fame.[8]

• In 2002, A”c–—e Moo”e was —nducted —nto t–e St.
Lou—s Walk of Fame.[9]

• In 2006, Moo”e was —nducted —nto t–e Cal—fo”n—a
Box—ng Hall of Fame.

• The Ring ”anked Moo”e #4 on —ts ནBest Punc–e”s of
all t—meཔ l—st —n 2003 and #14 on —ts l—st of t–e ན80
Best F—g–te”s of t–e Last 80 Yea”s.པ

• Moo”e was ”anked as t–e #1 l—g–t –eavywe—g–t of
all-t—me by t–e Inte”nat—onal Box—ng Resea”c– O”-
gan—zat—on —n 2005.[10]

• Moo”e was voted as t–e #1 l—g–t –eavywe—g–t of t–e
20t– centu”y by t–e Assoc—ated P”ess —n 1999.[11]

• Moo”e —s ”ated t–e numbe” one pound fo” pound
ិg–te” of all t—me by Box”ec.[1]

2.6.10 Professional boxing record

2.6.11 See also
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2.6.13 Further reading

• Jake LaMotta; Be”t Randolp– Suga”; Pete E–”mann
(2004). The Ageless Warrior: The Life of Boxing
Legend Archie Moore (—llust”ated ed.). Spo”ts Pub-
l—s–—ng. ISBN 1-58261-255-2.

2.6.14 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” A”c–—e Moo”e f”om
BoxRec

2.7 Doug Jones

Doug Jones (bo”n Feb”ua”y 27, 1937, New Yo”k C—ty)
—s a fo”me” Ame”—can –eavywe—g–t boxe”.[1]
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2.7.1 Boxing career

Doug ནPug—l—smཔ Jones sta”ted oា –—s ca”ee” successfully
w—t– 18 consecut—ve w—ns aga—nst mostly l—g–tly ”ega”ded
opponents, unt—l –—s ិ”st loss occu””ed at t–e –ands of
Edd—e Mac–en. He lost –—s next two ិg–ts, and t–e t–—”d a
d”aw. Jones foug–t fo” t–e wo”ld l—g–t-–eavywe—g–t c–am-
p—ons–—p aga—nst Ha”old Jo–nson but lost a 15-”ound de-
c—s—on.

He t–enmoved up to t–e –eavywe—g–t d—v—s—on. Jones won
–—s next two ិg–ts aga—nst Bob Foste” (w–o was —n –—s 9t–
p”ofess—onal ិg–t) and Zo”a Folley. Jones also spl—t two
ិg–ts w—t– B—lly Dan—els. H—s best known ិg–t was aga—nst
a young Cass—us Clay —n Ma”c– 1963, w–en –e lost a ten-
”ound dec—s—on —n f”ont of a sold-out c”owd —n Mad—son
S“ua”e Ga”den. Many t–oug–t Jones dese”ved t–e dec—-
s—on, w–—c– was loudly booed by t–e Ga”den C”owd. Of
25 box—ng w”—te”s at t–e Ga”den t–at n—g–t 13 sco”ed —t fo”
Jones, 10 favo”ed Clay and 2 called —t even.[2][3] The Ring
selected t–—s as —ts F—g–t of t–e Yea” —n 1963.

He cont—nued box—ng w—t– l—m—ted success, ិg–t—ng d—s-
t—ngu—s–ed boxe”s Geo”ge C–uvalo, Joe F”az—e” and E”n—e
Te””ell. Ove”all, –e comp—led a ”eco”d of 30 w—ns (20 by
knockout), 10 losses, and 1 d”aw. He —s w—dely ”ega”ded
by t–e Box—ng P”ess as one of t–e top ិg–te”s w–o neve”
actually won a wo”ld t—tle.

2.7.2 Professional boxing record

2.7.3 References

[1] Teddy Atlas (Janua”y 17, 2006). ནAl—’s legend fo”ged be-
yond t–e class—c boutsཔ. ESPN: Boxing. Ret”—eved 2010-
01-09. 5. Al— W10 Doug Jones, Ma”c– 13, 1963: Al— was
explos—ve —n t–e W—ll—ams ិg–t. I t–—nk t–—s bout aga—nst
Jones p”ov—des an example of Al—’s be—ng tested befo”e –e
became c–amp—on, befo”e many kneww–at –e –ad bes—des
talent, w–en t–e”e st—ll we”e “uest—ons but not yet any an-
swe”s.

[2] ནSt. Josep– Gazette - Google News A”c–—ve Sea”c–པ.
google.co.uk.

[3] ནT–e Altus T—mes-Democ”at - Google News A”c–—ve
Sea”c–པ. google.co.uk.

[4] –ttp://box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=009378&
cat=boxe”

2.7.4 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Doug Jones f”om
BoxRec

2.8 Henry Cooper

Fo” ot–e” people named Hen”y Coope”, see Hen”y
Coope” (d—samb—guat—on).

Sir Henry Cooper OBE KSG (3 May 1934 ཊ 1 May
2011)[2] was an Engl—s– –eavywe—g–t boxe” known fo” t–e
s–ee” powe” of –—s left –ook, ནEn”y’s 'Amme”པ, and –—s
knockdown of t–e young Mu–ammad Al—. Coope” –eld
t–e B”—t—s–, Commonwealt– and Eu”opean –eavywe—g–t
t—tles seve”al t—mes t–”oug–out –—s ca”ee”, and unsuccess-
fully c–allenged Al— fo” t–e wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–amp—-
ons–—p —n 1966.

Follow—ng –—s ”et—”ement f”om t–e spo”t, Coope” cont—n-
ued –—s ca”ee” as a telev—s—on and ”ad—o pe”sonal—ty and
was eno”mously popula” —n B”—ta—n: –e was t–e ិ”st (and
—s today one of just fou” people) to tw—ce w—n t–e publ—c
vote fo” BBC Spo”ts Pe”sonal—ty of t–e Yea” Awa”d and
—s t–us fa” t–e only boxe” to be awa”ded a kn—g–t–ood.

2.8.1 Biography

Coope” was bo”n —n Lambet–, London[3] to Hen”y and
L—ly Coope”. W—t– —dent—cal tw—n b”ot–e”, Geo”ge (1934ཊ
2010),[3] and elde” b”ot–e” Be”n,[1] –e g”ew up —n a coun-
c—l –ouse on Fa”mstead Road on t–e Bell—ng–am Estate —n
Sout– East London. Du”—ng t–e Second Wo”ld Wa” t–ey
we”e evacuated to Lanc—ng on t–e Sussex coast.[1]

A”ound 1942, t–e—” fat–e”, Hen”y Sen—o”, was called up
to se”ve —n t–e wa”; t–e ”est of t–e fam—ly d—d not see –—m
aga—n fo” almost t–”ee yea”s. T–e tw—ns attended At–el-
ney Road Sc–ool —n Lew—s–am. T–e Coope” b”ot–e”s
we”e pa”t—cula”ly close g”ow—ng up and, —n –—s b—og”ap–y,
Hen”y talks of –ow t–ey came to eac– ot–e”’s a—d w–en
t–—ngs tu”ned nasty —n t–e sc–ool playg”ound. One pa”t—c-
ula” —nc—dent landed t–e young Hen”y –—s ិ”st knockout —n
t–e playg”ound. At sc–ool, t–e only subject t–at seemed
to —nte”est Hen”y was –—sto”y, w–e”e –e enjoyed act—ng
out scena”—os.

L—fe was toug– —n t–e latte” yea”s of t–e Second Wo”ld
Wa”, and London l—fe espec—ally b”oug–t many dange”s
du”—ng t–e blackout. Hen”y took up many jobs, —nclud-
—ng a pape” ”ound befo”e sc–ool and made money out of
”ecycl—ng golf balls to t–e club–ouse on t–e Becken–am
cou”se. All t–”ee of t–e Coope” b”ot–e”s excelled —n spo”t,
w—t– Geo”ge and Hen”y exe”c—s—ng talents pa”t—cula”ly —n
football and also c”—cket.[4]

Geo”ge Coope”, Hen”y’s tw—n, w–o boxed as J—m Coope”,
d—ed on 11 Ap”—l 2010 at t–e age of 75.[3]

Hen”y Coope” se”ved –—s Nat—onal Se”v—ce —n t–e Royal
A”my O”dnance Co”ps, w–e”e –e was ”ec”u—ted fo” –—s
box—ng ab—l—ty.[5]

Alt–oug– Coope” —s best known fo” knock—ng down
Mu–ammad Al—, –e defeated a st”—ng of well-known
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–eavywe—g–ts du”—ng –—s ca”ee”, —nclud—ng; Zo”a Fol-
ley, Roy Ha””—s, Ka”l M—ldenbe”ge”, Alex M—teា, Wayne
Bet–ea, B”—an London, Joe E”sk—ne, Jose Manuel U”-
ta—n, P—e”o Tomason—, D—ck W—ppe”man, D—ck R—c–a”d-
son, B—lly Walke”, Tony Hug–es, Jack Bodell, Jeាe”son
Dav—s and Gaw—e De Cle”k. Coope” d—ed on 1 May 2011
at –—s son’s –ouse —n Oxted, Su””ey, afte” a long —llness,[2]

2 days befo”e –—s 77t– b—”t–day.

2.8.2 Boxing career

Style

Alt–oug– Coope” was left-–anded, –e used t–e ནo”-
t–odoxཔ stance, w—t– –—s left –and and foot fo”wa”d,
”at–e” t–an t–e ”eve”sed ནsout–pawཔ stance mo”e usu-
ally adopted by a left-–anded boxe”. Opponents we”e
t–us –—t –a”dest w—t– left –anded punc–es w–—c– Coope”
could t–”ow f”om –—s f”ont –and, closest to t–e opponent.
Coope”’s left –ook –as been desc”—bed by some as t–e best
of any –eavywe—g–t. Ce”ta—nly, fo” a man of a”ound 13.5
stone ិg–t—ng we—g–t, —t was outstand—ng. At —ts most ef-
fect—ve, t–e so-called left –ook –ad an upwa”d uppe”cut-
l—ke t”ajecto”y; f”e“uently ”esult—ng —n opponents be—ng
knocked out. A fo”m—dable left jab completed –—s oាen-
s—ve ”epe”to—”e; often comb—ned to '–ook oា t–e jab'.[1][6]

He gene”ally t”—ed to fo”ce t–e act—on —n –—s bouts, a c”owd
pleas—ng style w–—c– won –—m many suppo”te”s. Afte”
develop—ng a left s–oulde” p”oblem —n t–e latte” –alf of
–—s ca”ee”, Coope” adjusted to put mo”e st”ess on ”—g–t-
–anded punc–es w–—c– –e –ad –—t–e”to neglected.[6]

Early bouts

Coope” was often ”ega”ded as t–e most popula” of all
Engl—s– boxe”s, and was aាect—onately known —n t–e UK
as: ནOu” 'Ene”yཔ. He sta”ted –—s box—ng ca”ee” —n 1949,
as an amateu” w—t– t–e Elt–am Amateu” Box—ng Club,
and won seventy-t–”ee of e—g–ty-fou” contests. At t–e
age of seventeen, –e won t–e ិ”st of two ABA l—g–t-
–eavywe—g–t t—tles and, befo”e se”v—ng —n t–e A”my fo”
–—s two yea”s’ Nat—onal Se”v—ce, ”ep”esented B”—ta—n —n
t–e 1952 Olymp—cs (outpo—nted —n t–e second stage by
Russ—an Anatol— Pet”ov). Hen”y and –—s tw—n b”ot–e”,
Geo”ge (box—ng unde” t–e name J—m Coope”) tu”ned p”o-
fess—onal toget–e” unde” t–e management of J—m W—cks,
n—cknamed 'T–e B—s–op' because of –—s ben—gn natu”e,
w–—c– was a cons—de”able cont”ast to t–e lead—ng p”omote”
of t–e t—me. W—cks neve” allowed –—s boxe” to be t–e
v—ct—m of a m—s-matc–. W–en p”omote”s we”e t”y—ng to
matc– Hen”y w—t– Sonny L—ston W—cks sa—d: ནI would
not allow 'Ene”y —nto t–e same ”oom as –—m, let alone t–e
same ”—ng.པ

Hen”y was at one t—me t–e B”—t—s–, Eu”opean and
Commonwealt– –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on. H—s ea”ly t—tle
c–allenges we”e unsuccessful, los—ng to Joe Byg”aves fo”

t–e Commonwealt– belt (KO 9), Ingema” Jo–ansson fo”
t–e Eu”opean belt (KO 5) and t–e unde”s—zed but –—g–ly
sk—lled Joe E”sk—ne (PTS 15) fo” t–e B”—t—s– and Com-
monwealt–. He t–en won on po—nts ove” –—g–ly ”ated
contende” Zo”a Folley, and took t–e B”—t—s– and Com-
monwealt– belts f”om new c–amp—on B”—an London, —n
a 15-”ound dec—s—on —n Janua”y 1959. T–e w—nne” of t–e
ិg–t was penc—lled —n to get a s–ot at Floyd Patte”son's
–eavywe—g–t t—tle, but Coope” tu”ned down t–e c–ance
(but foug–t aga—nst Patte”son late”) and London foug–t
and lost aga—nst Patte”son —n May 1959. Coope” cont—n-
ued to defend –—s B”—t—s– and Commonwealt– belts aga—nst
all come”s, —nclud—ng D—ck R—c–a”dson (KO 5), Joe E”sk-
—ne (TKO 5 and TKO 12), Jo–nny P”escott (TKO 10),
and B”—an London aga—n (PTS 15), alt–oug– –e suាe”ed
a setback w–en los—ng a ”ematc– w—t– Folley by a second
”ound KO.པ[7]

Muhammad Ali

Coope” tw—ce foug–tMu–ammadAl— (t–en known as Cas-
s—us Clay), ិ”stly —n a non-t—tle ិg–t —n 1963 at Wembley
Stad—um. Coope” d—d not –ave a t”a—ne” at t–at t—me and
–—s own ”eg—me led to –—s los—ng we—g–t; –e late” ave””ed
t–at lead was —nse”ted —n –—s boots fo” t–e we—g–-—n and
est—mated –—s t”ue we—g–t to –ave been 12 stone 12 lb (81
kg),[8] mak—ng –—m 27 pounds l—g–te” t–an Clay. Com-
mentato” Ha””y Ca”pente” ”ema”ked du”—ng t–e —nt”oduc-
t—ons on t–e d—ាe”ence —n s—ze between t–e boxe”s. Clay’s
mob—l—ty, fast ”eីexes, –e—g–t and uno”t–odox defens—ve
tact—c of pull—ng back f”om punc–es made –—m a f”us-
t”at—ngly elus—ve opponent; some of Coope”’s wo”k du”—ng
t–e contest –as been desc”—bed as 've”y nea” t–e knuckle'
w—t– Clay late” compla—n—ng of be—ng ”epeatedly –—t on
t–e b”eak.[6] In t–e dy—ng seconds of t–e fou”t– ”ound,
Coope” felled Clay w—t– an upwa”d angled ve”s—on of –—s
t”adema”k left –ook, ནEn”y’s 'Amme”པ. Unfo”tunately fo”
Coope”, –—s opponent’s a”mp—t caug–t —n t–e ”opes go-
—ng down, w–—c– p”evented –—s –ead f”om st”—k—ng t–e
canvas cove”ed boa”ds w–—c– made up t–e ីoo” of t–e
”—ng (somet–—ng w–—c– could eas—ly –ave knocked –—m
unconsc—ous).[6]

Clay stood up and sta”ted slowly towa”ds Angelo Dundee
w–o ཊ —n v—olat—on of t–e ”ules ཊ gu—ded –—m —nto t–e co”-
ne”. At ិ”st Dundee talked and slapped Clay’s legs, but
afte” a st—ll-dazed Clay m—sunde”stood and t”—ed to get oា
t–e stool Dundee used smell—ng salts —n a se”—ous v—olat—on
of t–e ”ules. (B”—t—s– ”ules d—d not allow any st—mulant
but wate”.)[9] Dundee –as s—nce cla—med to –ave opened
a small tea” —n one of Clay’s gloves and told t–e ”efe”ee
t–at –—s ិg–te” needed a new pa—” of gloves, t–us delay—ng
t–e sta”t of t–e 5t– ”ound. Coope” –as always —ns—sted t–at
t–—s delay lasted anyw–e”e f”om 3-5 seconds[10] acco”d-
—ng to t–e footage, and t–—s d—d not deny –—m t–e c–ance
to t”y to knock Clay out w–—le –e was st—ll dazed. In
tapes of t–e ិg–t —t seems Clay ”ece—ved only an ext”a
s—x seconds (alt–oug– t–e”e a”e st—ll doubte”s w–o t–—nk
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a longe” delay was ed—ted out) and t–e gloves we”e not
”eplaced.[11][12][13] Coope” sta”ted t–e 5t– ”ound agg”es-
s—vely, attempt—ng to make good –—s advantage, but a ”e-
cove”ed Clay eាect—vely counte”ed and Coope” was –—t
–—g– on t–e face w—t– a –a”d ”—g–t w–—c– opened a seve”e
cut unde” –—s eye; ”efe”ee Tommy L—ttle was fo”ced to
stop t–e ិg–t. Clay won.[14]

Afte” t–—s ិg–t, a spa”e pa—” of gloves was always ”e“u—”ed
at ”—ngs—de. W–at —s ce”ta—n, –oweve”, —s t–at Dundee
–eld smell—ng salts unde” Clay’s nose —n an eាo”t to ”e-
v—ve –—s man, w–—c– was —llegal.[15] Clay was obv—ously
—mp”essed by t–e knockdown and on t–e 40t– ann—ve”-
sa”y of t–e ិg–t telep–oned Coope” to ”em—n—sce. Clay,
w–o –ad c–anged –—s name to Mu–ammad Al— —n 1964,
late” sa—d on B”—t—s– telev—s—on t–at Coope” ན–ad –—t –—m so
–a”d t–at –—s ancesto”s —n Af”—ca felt —tཔ. In 1966 Coope”
foug–t Al—, now wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on, fo” a sec-
ond t—me at H—g–bu”y.[16] Howeve” Al— was now ale”t to
t–e dange” posed by Coope”’s left and mo”e caut—ous t–an
–e –ad been —n t–e p”ev—ous contest; –e –eld Coope” —n
a v—ce-l—ke g”—p du”—ng cl—nc–es, and w–en told to b”eak
leapt backwa”d seve”al feet.[6] Accumulated sca” t—ssue
a”ound Coope”’s eyes made –—m mo”e vulne”able t–an —n
t–e p”ev—ous meet—ng and a se”—ous cut was opened by
Al—, w–—c– led to t–e ិg–t be—ng stopped, Coope” aga—n
suាe”—ng a tec–n—cal knockout w–en –e was a–ead on t–e
sco”eca”ds.[6]

Last ghts

Afte” t–e loss to Al—, Coope” foug–t fo”me” –eavywe—g–t
c–amp—on Floyd Patte”son, but was counted out —n t–e
fou”t–. Afte” t–at –e went undefeated unt—l t–e ិnal ិg–t
of –—s ca”ee”, and made mo”e defences of –—s B”—t—s– and
Commonwealt– t—tles aga—nst Jack Bodell (TKO 2 and
PTS 15) and B—lly Walke” (TKO 6). In 1968 Coope”
added t–e Eu”opean c”own to –—s domest—c t—tles w—t– a
w—n ove” Ka”l M—ldenbe”ge”, and late” made two success-
ful defences of –—s t—tle.

In –—s last ិg–t, —n May 1971, a 36-yea”-old Coope” faced
21-yea”-old Joe Bugne”, one of t–e b—ggest –eavywe—g–ts
—n t–e wo”ld at t–e t—me, fo” t–e B”—t—s–, Eu”opean and
Commonwealt– belts. Refe”ee Ha””y G—bbs awa”ded t–e
ិg–t to Bugne” by t–e now abol—s–ed “ua”te” of a po—nt
ma”g—n. It ”ema—ns one of box—ng’s most cont”ove”s—al
dec—s—ons. An aud—ence ma—nly composed of Coope” fans
d—d not app”ec—ate t–e —nnately caut—ous Bugne”, and t–e
dec—s—on was booed w—t– commentato” Ha””y Ca”pente”
ask—ng, ནHow can t–ey take away t–e man’s t—tles l—ke
t–—s?".[17] Coope” announced –—s ”et—”ement s–o”tly afte”-
wa”ds. A cont”ove”sy followed, w—t– an accusat—on t–at
po—nts awa”ded on G—bb’s sco”eca”d –ad been c–anged.
G—bbs sa—d t–e allegat—on was completely unt”ue. Coope”
”efused to speak to G—bbs fo” seve”al yea”s, but eventually
ag”eed to s–ake –—s –and fo” c–a”—ty[18] s—x mont–s befo”e
G—bbs d—ed.

Opinion on modern boxers

In Coope”’s late” yea”s, –e ”et—”ed f”om commenta”y on
t–e spo”t as –e became ནd—s—llus—oned w—t– box—ngཔ, want-
—ng ནst”a—g–t, –a”d and fast box—ng t–at –e was used to
f”om –—s t—mes.པ[19] W–—le acknowledg—ng t–at –e was
f”om a d—ាe”ent e”a and would not be ិg–t—ng as a –eavy-
we—g–t today, Coope” was nonet–eless c”—t—cal of t–e t”end
fo” –eavywe—g–ts to bulk up as –e t–oug–t —t made fo” one-
paced and less ente”ta—n—ng contests.[20] In –—s ិnal yea”,
–e sa—d pla—nly t–at –e d—d not ནt–—nk box—ng —s as good
as —t wasཔ, nam—ng Joe Calzag–e, R—cky Hatton and Am—”
K–an as ནt–e best of t–e—” e”aཔ, but asse”t—ng t–at ན—f you
matc– t–em up w—t– t–e c–amp—ons of t–—”ty o” fo”ty yea”s
ago I don't t–—nk t–ey'”e as goodཔ.[21]

2.8.3 Life outside boxing

Afte” –—s ”et—”ement f”om box—ng Hen”y Coope” ma—n-
ta—ned a –—g– publ—c p”oិle w—t– appea”ances —n t–e BBC
“u—z s–ow A Question of Sport and va”—ous adve”t—se-
ments, most famously —n t–ose fo” B”ut afte”s–ave, w–—c–
–ave been c”ed—ted w—t– ”emov—ng a l—nge”—ng susp—c—on
among t–e B”—t—s– t–at men w–o wo”e cologne we”e
eាem—nate.[20] Alt–oug– gene”ally a t”ad—t—onal—st,[20]

Coope” was oឹc—ally t–e co-founde” of t–e Ant—-Naz—
League, a la”gely left-w—ng campa—gn focused on fa”-”—g–t
g”oups w–—c– opposed —mm—g”at—on.[22] He was also a f”e-
“uent and popula” guest at c–a”—ty fund-”a—s—ng events.[23]

He appea”ed as boxe” Jo–n Gully —n t–e 1975 ិlm Royal
Flash and —n –—s latte” yea”s featu”ed —n a se”—es of UK
publ—c se”v—ce announcements u”g—ng vulne”able g”oups
to go to t–e—” docto” fo” vacc—nat—on aga—nst —nីuenza
called Get your Jab in First![24]

Coope” –ad become a 'name' at Lloyd’s of London, a sup-
posedly 'blue c–—p' —nvestment, but —n t–e 1990s –e was
”epo”tedly one of t–ose w–o suាe”ed eno”mous pe”sonal
losses because of t–e unl—m—ted l—ab—l—ty w–—c– a 'name'
was t–en ”espons—ble fo”, and –e was fo”ced to sell –—s
–a”d won Lonsdale belts.[20] Subse“uently, Coope”’s en-
du”—ng popula”—ty as an afte” d—nne” speake” p”ov—ded a
sou”ce of —ncome, and –e was —n most ”espects a p—ctu”e
of contentment alt–oug– becom—ng mo”e subdued —n t–e
yea”s follow—ng t–e deat– of –—s w—fe.[20][23]

Cons—de”—ng –—s long ca”ee”, Hen”y Coope” –ad suាe”ed
”elat—vely l—ttle box—ng-”elated damage to –—s –ealt–, apa”t
f”om ནa b—t of a”t–”—t—s", ”ema—n—ng an —mpos—ng ិgu”e
—nto –—s sevent—es; —n t–e wo”ds of one jou”nal—st, ནt–e l—v-
—ng man—festat—on of an age of tuxedos —n ”—ngs—de seats,
Ha””y Ca”pente” commenta”—es, sponge buckets and 'sec-
onds out'".[21] He l—ved —n H—ldenbo”oug–, Kent,[25] and –e
was t–e p”es—dent of N—zels Golf Club —n t–e town unt—l –—s
deat–.[2][20]

Coope” was ma””—ed to Alb—na Genep”—,[26] an Ital—an
Cat–ol—c,[26] f”om 1960 unt—l –e” deat– f”om a –ea”t at-
tack aged 71[25] —n 2008.[1] He conve”ted to –e” fa—t–.[26]
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He was su”v—ved by t–e—” sons, Hen”y Ma”co and Jo–n
P—et”o,[1] and two g”andc–—ld”en.[21] He left £747,098.[25]

In an —nte”v—ew publ—s–ed a few days afte” –e” deat–,
Coope” desc”—bed Alb—na, w–o ན–atedཔ –—s spo”t, as ནan
—deal w—fe fo” a boxe”པ, neve” g”umbl—ng about –—s long
absences befo”e b—g ិg–ts and —nv—t—ng jou”nal—sts —n fo”
tea w–—le t–ey wa—ted fo” Coope” to get out of bed t–e
mo”n—ng afte” bouts.[21]

2.8.4 Awards and honours

Coope” was t–e ិ”st to w—n t–e BBC Spo”ts Pe”sonal—ty of
t–e Yea” awa”d tw—ce (—n 1967 and 1970) and one of only
t–”ee two-t—me w—nne”s —n t–e awa”d’s –—sto”y (t–e ot–-
e”s be—ng N—gel Mansell —n 1986 and 1992 and Damon
H—ll —n 1994 and 1996). Coope” was g—ven t–e awa”d —n
1967 fo” go—ng unbeaten t–”oug–out t–e yea”. One of t–e
most memo”able ិg–ts of t–e yea” was –—s defeat of c–al-
lenge” Jack Bodell —n June. H—s second awa”d came —n
1970, w–en Coope” –ad become t–e B”—t—s–, Common-
wealt– and Eu”opean –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on, cement—ng
–—s ”eputat—on as one of t–e g”eatest post-wa” B”—t—s– box-
e”s. He —s t–e only B”—t—s– boxe” to w—n t–”ee Lonsdale
Belts out”—g–t.

Coope” was appo—nted an Oឹce” of t–e O”de” of t–e
B”—t—s– Emp—”e (OBE) —n 1969, awa”ded a Papal Kn—g–t-
–ood —n 1978, and was kn—g–ted —n 2000. He —s also
celeb”ated as one of t–e g”eat Londone”s —n t–e ནLon-
don Songཔ by Ray Dav—es on –—s 1998 album The Sto-
ryteller.[26][27][28]

He was t–e subject of This Is Your Life —n 1970 w–en
–e was su”p”—sed by Eamonn And”ews at T–ames Telev—-
s—on’s Euston Road Stud—os.

2.8.5 Professional boxing record
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2.8.7 External links

• Remembe”—ng Clay v Coope” East S—de Box—ng, 14
Novembe” 2006

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Hen”y Coope” f”om
BoxRec

• Hen”y Coope”’s appea”ance on T–—s Is You” L—fe

2.9 Sonny Liston

Charles L. "Sonny" Liston (d—ed Decembe” 30, 1970)
was an Ame”—can p”ofess—onal boxe” known fo” –—s toug–-
ness, punc–—ng powe” and —nt—m—dat—ng appea”ance. A
long-avo—ded contende”, –e became wo”ld –eavywe—g–t
c–amp—on —n 1962 by knock—ng out Floyd Patte”son —n t–e
ិ”st ”ound, ”epeat—ng t–e knockout —n a defense of t–e t—-
tle.

Alt–oug– w—dely ”ega”ded as unbeatable, L—ston lost t–e
t—tle —n 1964 to 7ཊ1 unde”dog Mu–ammad Al—. Cont”o-
ve”sy followed w—t– cla—ms –e –ad been d”—nk—ng –eav—ly
t–e n—g–t befo”e t–e ិg–t. In t–e ”ematc– L—ston suាe”ed
a s–ock—ng ិ”st ”ound knock-out t–at led to un”esolved
susp—c—ons of a ិx. He was st—ll a wo”ld-”anked boxe”
w–en –e d—ed —n myste”—ous c—”cumstances. Unde”wo”ld
connect—onsཋalong w—t– –—s un”eco”ded date of b—”t–ཋ
added to t–e en—gma. The Ring magaz—ne ”anked L—ston
as t–e sevent– g”eatest –eavywe—g–t of all t—me.

2.9.1 Early life

Family

C–a”les ནSonnyཔ L—ston was bo”n —nto a s–a”ec”opp—ng
fam—ly w–o fa”med t–e poo” land of Mo”ledge Plantat—on
nea” Jo–nson Towns–—p, St. F”anc—s County, A”kansas.
H—s fat–e”, Tobe L—ston, was —n –—s m—d-40s w–en –e and
–—s w—fe, Helen Bask—n, w–o was almost 30 yea”s younge”
t–an Tobe, moved to A”kansas f”om M—ss—ss—pp— —n 1916.
Helen –ad one c–—ld befo”e s–e ma””—ed Tobe, and Tobe
–ad 13 c–—ld”en w—t– –—s ិ”st w—fe. Tobe and Helen –ad
12 c–—ld”en toget–e”. Sonny was t–e second youngest
c–—ld.[3][4]

Date of birth

T–e”e —s no ”eco”d of L—ston’s b—”t–. H—s fam—ly, but not
Sonny L—ston, can be found —n t–e 1930 census, and —n
t–e 1940 census –e was l—sted as 10 yea”s old.[5][6] It –as
been suggested L—ston may not –ave known w–at yea” –e
was bo”n, as –e was not p”ec—se on t–e matte”. He ិnally
settled on a date of b—”t– of May 8, 1932 fo” oឹc—al pu”-
poses but by t–e t—me –e won t–e wo”ld t—tle an aged ap-
pea”ance added c”edence to ”umo”s t–at –e was actually
seve”al yea”s olde”.[6][7][8][9][10]

Youth

Tobe L—ston —nី—cted w–—pp—ngs so seve”e on Sonny t–at
t–e sca”s we”e st—ll v—s—ble decades late”. ནT–e only t–—ng
my old man eve” gave me was a beat—ng,པ L—ston sa—d.[11]

Helen Bask—n moved to St. Lou—s, M—ssou”—, w—t– some
of –e” c–—ld”en, leav—ng L—stonཋaged a”ound 13, acco”d-
—ng to –—s late” ”eckon—ngsཋ—n A”kansas w—t– –—s fat–e”.
Sonny t–”as–ed t–e pecans f”om –—s b”ot–e”-—n-law’s t”ee
and sold t–em —n Fo””est C—ty. W—t– t–e p”oceeds –e t”av-
eled to St. Lou—s and ”eun—ted w—t– –—s mot–e” and s—b-
l—ngs. L—ston t”—ed go—ng to sc–ool but “u—ckly left afte”
jee”s about –—s —ll—te”acy; t–e only employment –e could
obta—n was spo”ad—c and explo—tat—ve.[3]

L—ston tu”ned to c”—me and led a gang of toug–s w–o
comm—tted mugg—ngs and a”med ”obbe”—es. He became
known to t–e St. Lou—s pol—ce as t–e ནYellow S–—”t Ban-
d—tཔ, due to t–e s–—”t –e wo”e du”—ng ”obbe”—es. L—ston was
caug–t —n Janua”y 1950. He gave –—s age as 20, w–—le t–e
St. Louis Globe-Democrat ”epo”ted t–at –e was 22.[3] L—s-
ton was conv—cted and sentenced to ិve yea”s —n M—ssou”—
State Pen—tent—a”y. H—s t—me —n p”—son sta”ted on June 1,
1950.[7]

L—ston neve” compla—ned about p”—son, say—ng –e was
gua”anteed t–”ee meals eve”y day.[12] T–e at–let—c d—”ec-
to” at M—ssou”— State Pen—tent—a”y, Rev. Alo—s Stevens,
suggested to L—ston t–at –e t”y box—ng, and –—s obv—ous
apt—tude, along w—t– an endo”sement f”om Stevens, w–o
was also a p”—est, a—ded L—ston —n gett—ng an ea”ly pa-
”ole. Stevens o”gan—zed a spa””—ng sess—on w—t– a p”ofes-
s—onal –eavywe—g–t named T–u”man W—lson to s–owcase
L—ston’s potent—al. Afte” two ”ounds, W—lson –ad taken
enoug–. ནBette” get me out of t–—s ”—ng, –e —s go—ng to k—ll
me!" –e excla—med.[13]

2.9.2 Amateur boxing career

Afte” –e was ”eleased f”om p”—son on Octobe” 31, 1952,
L—ston –ad a b”—ef amateu” ca”ee” w–—c– spanned less t–an
a yea”. L—ston captu”ed t–e C–—cago Golden Gloves Tou”-
nament of C–amp—ons on Ma”c– 6, 1953, w—t– a v—cto”y
ove” 1952 Olymp—c Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on Ed Sande”s.
He t–en outpo—nted Jul—us G”—ឹn, w—nne” of t–e New
Yo”k Golden Gloves Tou”nament of C–amp—ons, to cap-
tu”e t–e Inte”c—ty Golden Gloves C–amp—ons–—p onMa”c–
26. L—ston was d”opped —n t–e ិ”st ”ound, but –e came
back to cont”ol t–e next two ”ounds and –ad G”—ឹn –ang-
—ng on at t–e end.

L—ston competed —n t–e 1953 Nat—onal Amateu” At–let—c
Un—on Tou”nament and lost —n t–e “ua”te”ិnals to 17-
yea”-old J—mmyMcCa”te” onAp”—l 15. L—ston would late”
employ McCa”te” as a spa””—ng pa”tne”.[14]

L—ston boxed —n an Inte”nat—onal Golden Gloves com-
pet—t—on at K—el Aud—to”—um —n St. Lou—s on June 23,
and knocked out He”mann Sc–”e—baue” of West Ge”-
many at 2:16 of t–e ិ”st ”ound. T–e p”ev—ous mont–,

http://www.eastsideboxing.com/boxing-news/day1411.php
http://boxrec.com/boxer/9379
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BoxRec
http://www.bigredbook.info/henry_cooper.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Professional_boxer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_heavyweight_boxing_champions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_heavyweight_boxing_champions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Floyd_Patterson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ring_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sharecropper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Francis_County,_Arkansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis,_Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forrest_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Globe-Democrat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missouri_State_Penitentiary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missouri_State_Penitentiary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Golden_Gloves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olympics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ed_Sanders_(boxer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Golden_Gloves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Golden_Gloves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercity_Golden_Gloves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amateur_Athletic_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amateur_Athletic_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_McCarter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiel_Auditorium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Germany


30 CHAPTER 2. RINGSIDE OPPONENTS

Sc–”e—baue” –ad won a b”onze medal —n t–e Eu”opean
C–amp—ons–—ps.[15] At t–—s t—me, t–e –ead coac– of t–e
St. Lou—s Golden Gloves team, Tony Ande”son, stated
t–at L—ston was t–e st”ongest ិg–te” –e –ad eve” seen.

2.9.3 Professional boxing career

L—ston s—gned a cont”act —n Septembe” 1953, excla—m—ng:
ནW–ateve” you tell me to do, I'll do.པ[13] T–e only ones
w–o –ad been w—ll—ng to put up t–e necessa”y money fo”
–—m to tu”n p”ofess—onal we”e close to unde”wo”ld ិgu”es,
and L—ston supplemented –—s —ncome by wo”k—ng fo” ”ack-
etee”s as an —nt—m—dato”-enfo”ce”. T–e connect—ons to o”-
gan—zed c”—me we”e an advantage ea”ly —n –—s ca”ee”, but
we”e late” used aga—nst –—m.[16]

L—ston made –—s p”ofess—onal debut on Septembe” 2,
1953, knock—ng out Don Sm—t– —n t–e ិ”st ”ound —n St.
Lou—s, w–e”e –e foug–t –—s ិ”st ិve bouts. T–oug– not
pa”t—cula”ly tall fo” a –eavywe—g–t at 6 ft 0.5 —n (1.84 m),
–e –ad an except—onally powe”ful p–ys—“ue and d—sp”opo”-
t—onate ”eac– at 84 —nc–es (2.13 m)[1][2] L—ston’s ិsts mea-
su”ed 15 —nc–es (38 cm) a”ound, t–e la”gest of any –eavy-
we—g–t c–amp—on. Sports Illustrated w”—te” Mo”t S–a”n—k
sa—d –—s –ands ནlooked l—ke cannonballs w–en –e made
t–em —nto ិsts.པ L—ston’s not—ceably mo”e muscula” left
a”m, c”us–—ng left jab and powe”ful left –ook lent c”e-
dence to t–e w—dely –eld bel—ef t–at –e was left-–anded
but ut—l—zed an o”t–odox stance.

Ea”ly —n –—s ca”ee”, L—ston faced capable opponents. In –—s
s—xt– bout, –e faced Jo–n Summe”l—n (18-1-2) on nat—onal
telev—s—on and won by an e—g–t-”ound dec—s—on. In –—s next
ិg–t, –e –ad a ”ematc– w—t– Summe”l—n and aga—n won
an e—g–t-”ound dec—s—on. Bot– ិg–ts we”e —n Summe”l—n’s
–ometown of Det”o—t, M—c–—gan.[17]

L—ston suាe”ed –—s ិ”st defeat —n –—s e—g–t– ិg–t on
Septembe” 7, 1954, los—ng aga—nst Ma”ty Ma”s–all,
a jou”neyman w—t– an awkwa”d style. In t–e t–—”d
”ound, Ma”s–all na—led L—stonཋ”epo”tedly w–—le –e was
laug–—ngཋand b”oke –—s jaw. A sto—c L—ston ិn—s–ed t–e
ិg–t but lost by an e—g–t-”ound spl—t dec—s—on. On Ap”—l
21, 1956, L—ston defeated Ma”s–all —n a ”ematc–, d”op-
p—ng –—m fou” t—mes en ”oute to a s—xt–-”ound knockout.
T–ey –ad a ”ubbe” matc– onMa”c– 6, 1956, w–—c– L—ston
won by a lops—ded ten-”ound unan—mous dec—s—on.

L—ston’s c”—m—nal ”eco”d, compounded by a pe”sonal as-
soc—at—on w—t– a noto”—ous labo” ”acketee”, led to t–e po-
l—ce stopp—ng –—m on s—g–t, and –e began to avo—d ma—n
st”eets. On May 5, 1956, a cop conf”onted L—ston and
a f”—end about a cab pa”ked nea” L—ston’s –ome. L—ston
assaulted t–e oឹce”, b”eak—ng –—s knee and gas–—ng –—s
face. He also took –—s gun. L—ston cla—med t–e oឹce”
used ”ac—al slu”s. A w—dely publ—c—zed account of L—s-
ton ”es—st—ng a””estཋeven afte” n—g–tst—cks we”e allegedly
b”oken ove” –—s skullཋadded to t–e publ—c pe”cept—on of
–—m as a n—g–tma”—s– ནmonste”པ w–o was —mpe”v—ous to
pun—s–ment. He was pa”oled afte” se”v—ng s—x mont–s of

a n—ne-mont– sentence and p”o–—b—ted f”om box—ng du”-
—ng 1957. Afte” ”epeated ove”n—g–t detent—on by t–e St.
Lou—s pol—ce and a t–—nly ve—led t–”eat to –—s l—fe, L—ston
left fo” P–—ladelp–—a.[18]

In 1958, L—ston ”etu”ned to box—ng. He won e—g–t ិg–ts
t–at yea”, s—x by knockout. L—ston also got a new man-
age” —n 1958: Josep– ནPepཔ Ba”one, w–o was a f”ont man
fo” mobste”s F”ank—e Ca”bo and F”ank ནBl—nkyཔ Pale”mo.
T–e yea” 1959 was a banne” one fo” L—ston: afte” knock-
—ng out contende” M—ke DeJo–n —n s—x ”ounds, –e faced
Cleveland W—ll—ams, a fast-–anded ិg–te” w–o was b—lled
as t–e –a”dest-–—tt—ng –eavywe—g–t —n t–e wo”ld. Aga—nst
W—ll—ams, L—ston s–owed du”ab—l—ty, powe” and sk—ll, nul-
l—fy—ng W—ll—ams’ best wo”k befo”e stopp—ng –—m —n t–e
t–—”d ”ound. T–—s v—cto”y —s ”ega”ded by some as L—ston’s
most —mp”ess—ve pe”fo”mance. He ”ounded out t–e yea”
by stopp—ng N—no Valdez and W—ll— Besmanoា.

In 1960, L—ston won ិve mo”e ិg–ts, —nclud—ng a ”e-
matc– w—t– W—ll—ams, w–o lasted only two ”ounds. L—s-
ton’s p–ys—“ue was a”t—ិc—ally en–anced w—t– towels unde”
–—s ”obe w–en –e ente”ed t–e ”—ng. Roy Ha””—s, w–o –ad
gone 13 ”ounds w—t– Floyd Patte”son —n a t—tle matc–, was
c”us–ed —n one ”ound by L—ston. Top contende” Zo”a Fol-
ley was stopped —n t–”ee ”ounds and t–e ”un of knockouts
led to L—ston be—ng touted as a ནc–amp—on —n wa—t—ng.པ

L—ston’s st”eak of n—ne st”a—g–t knockout v—cto”—es ended
w–en –e won a unan—mous twelve-”ound dec—s—on aga—nst
Edd—e Mac–en on Septembe” 7, 1960. Mac–en’s
mob—l—ty enabled –—m to go t–e d—stance. Howeve”,
Mac–en’s taunt—ng and –—s spo—l—ng tact—cs of dodg—ng and
g”appl—ngཋat one po—nt almost –eav—ng L—ston ove” t–e
”opesཋso al—enated t–e aud—ence t–at L—ston ”ece—ved un-
accustomed suppo”t f”om t–e c”owd.[19] Befo”e –—s bout
w—t– L—ston, Mu–ammad Al— consulted Mac–en and was
adv—sed t–at t–e key to success was to make L—ston lose
–—s tempe”.[19]

2.9.4 Boxing style

W”—te” G—lbe”t Rog—n assessed L—ston’s style and p–ys—“ue
afte” –—s w—n ove” Foley. He sa—d t–at L—ston was not “u—ck
w—t– –—s –and- o” foot-wo”k, t–at –e ”el—ed too muc– on
–—s ab—l—ty to take a punc–, and t–at –e could be vulne”-
able to an opponent w—t– mo”e –and speed. ནBut can –e
–—t!" Rog—n w”ote. ནT–e”e —s powe” —n bot– –—s left and
–—s ”—g–t, even t–oug– t–e ិsts move w—t– t–e languo” of
moto”—ng ”oyalty o” as —f pass—ng t–”oug– a gaseous en-
velope mo”e dense t–an a—”.པ Rog—n called L—ston’s body
ནawesomeཋa”ms l—ke fence posts, t–—g–s l—ke s—los.པ H—s
defense was desc”—bed as ནt–e gate-c”oss—ng of a”ms a la
A”c–—e Moo”e.པ[20]
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2.9.5 Title challenge delay

L—ston became t–e No. 1 contende” —n 1960, but t–e –an-
dle”s of Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on Floyd Patte”son
”efused to g—ve –—m a s–ot at t–e t—tle because of L—ston’s
l—nks to o”gan—zed c”—me.[21] I”on—cally, Patte”son’s man-
age”, Cus D'Amato, assoc—ated w—t– ”acketee”s and –ad
–—s manage”’s l—cense ”evoked by t–e NewYo”k State At–-
let—c Comm—ss—on fo” alleged m—sconduct —n connect—on
w—t– t–e Floyd Patte”son-Ingema” Jo–ansson t—tle ិg–t —n
June 1959.[22]

C—v—c leade”s we”e also ”eluctant, wo””y—ng t–at L—ston’s
unsavo”y c–a”acte” would set a bad example to yout–.
T–e NAACP –ad u”ged Patte”son not to ិg–t L—ston,
fea”—ng t–at a L—ston v—cto”y would –u”t t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts
movement.[23] Many Af”—can-Ame”—cans d—sda—ned L—s-
ton. Asked by a young w–—te ”epo”te” w–y –e wasn't
ិg–t—ng fo” f”eedom —n t–e Sout–, L—ston deadpanned,
ནI a—n't got no dog-p”oof ass.པ[24] Howeve”, —n t–e afte”-
mat– of t–e 16t– St”eet Bapt—st C–u”c– bomb—ng, L—ston
b”oke oា a Eu”opean box—ng ex–—b—t—on tou” to ”etu”n
–ome and was “uoted as say—ng –e was ནas–amed to be
—n Ame”—ca.པ[25]

Un—ted States P”es—dent Jo–n F. Kennedy also d—d not
want Patte”son to ិg–t L—ston. W–en Patte”son met w—t–
t–e p”es—dent —n Janua”y 1962, Kennedy suggested t–at
Patte”son avo—d L—ston, c—t—ng Just—ce Depa”tment con-
ce”ns ove” L—ston’s t—es to o”gan—zed c”—me.[26]

Jack Dempsey spoke fo” many w–en –e was “uoted as
say—ng t–at Sonny L—ston s–ould not be allowed to ិg–t fo”
t–e t—tle. L—ston ang”—ly ”esponded by “uest—on—ng w–et–e”
Dempsey’s fa—lu”e to se”ve —n Wo”ld Wa” I “ual—ិed –—m
to mo”al—ze.[27] F”ust”ated, L—ston c–anged –—s manage-
ment —n 1961 and appl—ed p”essu”e t–”oug– t–e med—a by
”ema”k—ng t–at Patte”son, w–o –ad faced mostly w–—te
c–allenge”s s—nce becom—ng c–amp—on, was d”aw—ng t–e
colo” l—ne aga—nst –—s own ”ace.[28]

Liston vs. Patterson

Patte”son ិnally s—gned to meet L—ston fo” t–e wo”ld t—tle
on Septembe” 25, 1962, —n Com—skey Pa”k —n C–—cago,
Ill—no—s.[29] Lead—ng up to t–e ិg–t, L—ston was an 8-5
bett—ng favo”—te, t–oug– many p—cked Patte”son to w—n.
In an Assoc—ated P”ess poll, 64 of 102 ”epo”te”s p—cked
Patte”son. Sports Illustrated p”ed—cted a Patte”son v—cto”y
—n 15 ”ounds, stat—ng: ནSonny –as ne—t–e” Floyd’s speed
no” t–e ve”sat—l—ty of –—s attack. He —s a ”elat—vely el-
ementa”y, one-t”ack ិg–te”.པ Fo”me” c–amp—ons James
J. B”addock, Je”sey Joe Walcott, Ezza”d C–a”les, Rocky
Ma”c—ano and Ingema” Jo–ansson all p—cked Patte”son
to w—n. Mu–ammad Al— (at t–e t—me a ”—s—ng contende”
named Cass—us Clay) p”ed—cted a knockout by L—ston —n
t–e ិ”st ិve ”ounds.

T–e ិg–t tu”ned out to be a m—smatc–. L—ston, w—t– a
25-pound we—g–t advantage (214 lb (97.07 kg) to 189 lb

(85.73 kg)), knocked out Patte”son at 2:06 of t–e ិ”st
”ound, putt—ng –—m down fo” t–e count w—t– a powe”ful left
–ook to t–e jaw. Sports Illustrated w”—te” G—lbe”t Rog—n
w”ote: ནt–at ិnal left –ook c”as–ed —nto Patte”son’s c–eek
l—ke a d—esel ”—g go—ng down–—ll, no b”akes.པ It was t–e
t–—”d-fastest knockout —n a wo”ld –eavywe—g–t t—tle ិg–t
and t–e ិ”st t—me t–e c–amp—on –ad been knocked out —n
”ound one.

Rog—n w”ote t–at Patte”son backe”s expected –—m to ནgo
—ns—de on L—ston, ិ”e away and t–en ”un l—ke a t–—ef —n
t–e n—g–t. He would not close —n unt—l t–e accumulated
—ns—de damage and L—ston’s own f”ust”at—on –ad sapped
t–e c–allenge”’s st”engt– and w—ll.པ Patte”son’s m—stake
was t–at –e ནd—d not punc– enoug– and f”e“uently t”—ed
to cl—nc– w—t– L—ston....In t–ese feckless cl—nc–es –e only
managed to t—e up one of L—ston’s a”ms. A g”ateful L—ston
found t–e”e was no need to g—ve c–ase. T–e v—ct—m soug–t
out t–e execut—one”.པ Rog—n d—scounted speculat—on t–at
Patte”son –ad t–”own t–e ិg–t, w”—t—ng: ནT–e genes—s of
all t–—s w—de-eyed t–eo”—z—ng and down”—g–t baloney was
t–e fact t–at many spectato”s fa—led to see t–e knockout
blows.པ[30][31]

Heavyweight Champion of the World

On w—nn—ng t–e Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p of t–e
Wo”ld, L—ston –ad a speec– p”epa”ed fo” t–e c”owd
t–at f”—ends –ad assu”ed –—m would meet –—m at t–e
P–—ladelp–—a a—”po”t. But upon a””—val, L—ston was met
by only a –andful of ”epo”te”s and publ—c ”elat—ons staា.
W”—te” Jack McK—nney sa—d, ནI watc–ed Sonny. H—s eyes
swept t–e w–ole scene....You could feel t–e deីat—on, see
t–e look of –u”t —n –—s eyes....He –ad been del—be”ately
snubbed. P–—ladelp–—a wanted not–—ng to do w—t– –—m.པ

Du”—ng an e”a w–en w–—te jou”nal—sts st—ll desc”—bed black
spo”tsmen —n ste”eotypes, L—ston –ad long been a ta”get
of ”ac—ally c–a”ged slu”s; –e was called a ནgo”—llaཔ and
ནa jungle beastཔ —n p”—nt. La””y Me”c–ant, t–en a w”—te”
w—t– t–e Philadelphia Daily News, w”ote: ནA celeb”a-
t—on fo” P–—ladelp–—a’s ិ”st –eavywe—g–t c–amp —s now —n
o”de”....Em—ly Post would p”obably ”ecommend a t—cke”-
tape pa”ade. Fo” confett— we can use to”n-up a””est wa”-
”ants.པ He also w”ote t–at L—ston’s w—n ove” Patte”son
p”oved t–at ན—n a fa—” ិg–t between good and ev—l, ev—l
must w—n.པ Somew”—te”s t–oug–t L—ston b”oug–t bad p”ess
on –—mself by a su”ly and –ost—le att—tude towa”d jou”nal-
—sts. He also –ad a ”eputat—on fo” bully—ng people suc– as
po”te”s and wa—t”esses.[32]

L—ston’s ”un-—ns w—t– t–e pol—ce –ad cont—nued —n P–—ladel-
p–—a. He pa”t—cula”ly ”esented a 1961 a””est by a
black pat”olman fo” lo—te”—ng, cla—m—ng to –ave me”ely
been s—gn—ng autog”ap–s and c–att—ng w—t– fans outs—de
a d”ug sto”e.[33] One mont– late”, L—ston was accused
of —mpe”sonat—ng a pol—ce oឹce” by us—ng a ីas–l—g–t
to wave down a female moto”—st —n Fa—”mount Pa”k, al-
t–oug– all c–a”ges we”e late” d”opped. Subse“uently, L—s-
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ton spent some mont–s —n Denve” w–e”e a Cat–ol—c p”—est
w–o acted as –—s sp—”—tual adv—se” attempted to –elp b”—ng
–—s d”—nk—ng unde” cont”ol. Afte” –e won t–e t—tle, L—ston
”elocated to Denve” pe”manently, say—ng, ནI'd ”at–e” be a
lamppost —n Denve” t–an t–e mayo” of P–—ladelp–—a.པ[24]

Liston vs. Patterson II Patte”son and L—ston –ad a ”e-
matc– clause —n t–e—” cont”act. Patte”son wanted a c–ance
to ”edeem –—mself, so t–ey –ad a ”ematc– on July 22,
1963, —n Las Vegas, Nevada. Patte”son, a 4-1 bett—ng un-
de”dog, was knocked down t–”ee t—mes and counted out
at 2:10 of t–e ិ”st ”ound. T–e ិg–t lasted fou” seconds
longe” t–an t–e ិ”st one.[24] L—ston’s v—cto”y was loudly
booed. ནT–e publ—c —s not w—t– me. I know —t,པ L—ston sa—d
afte”wa”d. ནBut t–ey'll –ave to sw—ng along unt—l some-
body comes to beat me.པ[32]

Liston vs. Ali

Ma—n a”t—cle: Mu–ammad Al— vs. Sonny L—ston

L—ston made –—s second t—tle defense aga—nst Mu–ammad
Al—ཋat t–e t—me Cass—us Clayཋon Feb”ua”y 25, 1964, —n
M—am— Beac–, Flo”—da. L—ston was a 7ཊ1 bett—ng favo”—te.
In a p”e-ិg–t poll, 43 of 46 spo”tsw”—te”s p—cked Sonny
L—ston to w—n by knockout. Some we”e su”p”—sed du”—ng
t–e ”efe”ee’s —nst”uct—ons to see t–at Al— was a couple of
—nc–es talle” t–an L—ston, t–e so-called ནB—g Bea”.པ

L—ston c–a”ged Al— at t–e open—ng bell, look—ng to end
t–e ិg–t “u—ckly and dec—s—vely. Howeve”, Al—’s supe-
”—o” speed and movement we”e —mmed—ately ev—dent, as
–e sl—pped most of L—ston’s lung—ng punc–es, mak—ng t–e
c–amp—on look awkwa”d. Al— clea”ly ga—ned conិdence
as t–e ”ound p”og”essed. He –—t L—ston w—t– a comb—na-
t—on t–at elect”—ិed t–e c”owd w—t– about 30 seconds left
—n t–e ”ound and began sco”—ng ”epeatedly w—t– –—s left
jab (t–e ”ound lasted an ext”a 20 seconds because ”efe”ee
Ba”ney Fel—x d—dn't –ea” t–e bell).

L—ston settled down somew–at —n ”ound two. At one po—nt,
–e co”ne”ed Al— aga—nst t–e ”opes and –—t –—m w—t– a –a”d
left –ook. Al— late” confessed t–at –e was –u”t by t–e
punc–, but L—ston fa—led to p”ess –—s advantage. Two of
t–e oឹc—al sco”e”s awa”ded t–e ”ound to L—ston and t–e
ot–e” –ad —t even.

In t–e t–—”d ”ound, Al— began to take cont”ol of t–e ិg–t.
At about 30 seconds —nto t–e ”ound, –e –—t L—ston w—t– sev-
e”al comb—nat—ons, caus—ng a b”u—se unde” L—ston’s ”—g–t
eye and a cut unde” –—s left, w–—c– eventually ”e“u—”ed
e—g–t st—tc–es to close. It was t–e ិ”st t—me —n –—s ca”ee”
t–at L—ston –ad been cut. At one po—nt —n t–—s attack, L—s-
ton’s knees buckled and –e almost went down as –e was
d”—ven to t–e ”opes.[34] A clea”ly ange”ed L—ston ”all—ed at
t–e end of t–e ”ound, as Al— seemed t—”ed, and del—ve”ed
pun—s–—ng s–ots to Al—’s body. It was p”obably L—ston’s
best moment —n t–e ent—”e ិg–t.[35] S—tt—ng on –—s stool be-

tween ”ounds, L—ston was b”eat–—ng –eav—ly as –—s co”ne”-
men wo”ked on –—s cut.

Du”—ng t–e fou”t– ”ound, Al— coasted, keep—ng –—s d—s-
tance. Howeve”, w–en –e ”etu”ned to –—s co”ne”, –e
sta”ted compla—n—ng t–at t–e”e was somet–—ng bu”n—ng —n
–—s eyes and –e could not see. ནI d—dn't know w–at t–e
–eck was go—ng on,པ Angelo Dundee, Al—’s t”a—ne”, ”e-
called on an NBC spec—al 25 yea”s late”. ནHe sa—d, 'cut t–e
gloves oា. I want to p”ove to t–e wo”ld t–e”e’s d—”ty wo”k
afoot.' And I sa—d, 'w–oa, w–oa, back up baby. C'mon
now, t–—s —s fo” t–e t—tle, t–—s —s t–e b—g apple. W–at a”e
you do—ng? S—t down!' So I get –—m down, I get t–e sponge
and I pou” t–e wate” —nto –—s eyes t”y—ng to cleanse w–at-
eve”’s t–e”e, but befo”e I d—d t–at I put my p—nk—e —n –—s
eye and I put —t —nto my eye. It bu”ned l—ke –ell. T–e”e
was somet–—ng caust—c —n bot– eyes.པ B—og”ap–e” W—lf”—d
S–eed w”ote —n –—s book, Muhammad Ali: A Portrait in
Words and Photographs, t–at Al—’s p”otests we”e –ea”d by
”—ngs—demembe”s of t–e Nat—on of Islamw–o —n—t—ally sus-
pected Dundee –ad bl—nded –—s ិg–te” and t–at t–e t”a—ne”
del—be”ately w—ped –—s own eyes w—t– t–e co”ne” sponge to
demonst”ate to Al—’s app”oac–—ng bodygua”ds t–at –e –ad
not —ntent—onally bl—nded –—m.

T–e commot—on wasn't lost on ”efe”ee Ba”ney Fel—x, w–o
was walk—ng towa”d Al—’s co”ne”. Fel—x late” sa—d Al— was
seconds f”om be—ng d—s“ual—ិed.[36] T–e c–allenge”, –—s
a”ms –eld –—g– —n su””ende”, was demand—ng t–at t–e ិg–t
be stopped and Dundee, fea”—ng t–e ិg–t m—g–t —ndeed be
–alted, gave –—s c–a”ge a one-wo”d o”de”: ནRun!"

Many t–eo”—zed t–at a substance used on L—ston’s cuts by
Joe Poll—no, –—s cutman, may –ave —nadve”tently caused
t–e —””—tat—on.[37]

Al— late” sa—d —n ”ound ិve –e could only see a fa—nt s–adow
of L—ston du”—ng most of t–e ”ound, but by c—”cl—ng and
mov—ng f”ant—cally –e managed to avo—d L—ston and some-
–ow su”v—ve. At one po—nt, Al— was w—p—ng –—s eyes w—t–
–—s ”—g–t –and w–—le extend—ng –—s left a”mཋ"l—ke a d”unk
lean—ng on a lamppostཔ Be”t Suga” w”oteཋto keep L—ston
at bay.[38] By t–e s—xt– ”ound, Al—’s s—g–t –ad clea”ed, and a
clea”ly en”aged Al— foug–t a bl—ste”—ngly agg”ess—ve ”ound
land—ng comb—nat—ons of punc–es at all angles seem—ngly
at w—ll.[39]

L—ston fa—led to answe” t–e bell fo” t–e sevent– ”ound, and
Al— was decla”ed t–e w—nne” by tec–n—cal knockout. It was
t–e ិ”st t—me s—nce 1919ཋw–en Jack Dempsey defeated
Jess W—lla”dཋt–at a Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on –ad
“u—t on –—s stool. L—ston sa—d –e “u—t because of a s–oul-
de” —nju”y. D”. Alexande” Robb—ns, c–—ef p–ys—c—an fo”
t–e M—am— Beac– Box—ng Comm—ss—on, d—agnosed L—ston
w—t– a to”n tendon —n –—s left s–oulde”. Howeve”, Dav—d
Remn—ck, fo” –—s book, King of the World: Muhammad
Ali and the Rise of an American Hero, spoke w—t– one
of L—ston’s co”ne”men, w–o told –—m t–at L—ston could
–ave cont—nued: "[T–e s–oulde”] was all BS. We –ad a
”etu”n bout clause w—t– Clay, but —f you say you” guy just
“u—t, w–o —s gonna get a ”etu”n bout. We cooked up t–at

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Las_Vegas_Valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nevada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali_vs._Sonny_Liston
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miami_Beach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angelo_Dundee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NBC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nation_of_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cutman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bert_Sugar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technical_knockout
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Dempsey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jess_Willard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Remnick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Remnick


2.9. SONNY LISTON 33

s–oulde” t–—ng on t–e spot.པ[40] Hall of Fame matc–make”
Teddy B”enne” also d—sputed t–e s–oulde” —nju”y, cla—m-
—ng –e saw L—ston use t–e same a”m to t–”ow a c–a—” —n
–—s d”ess—ng ”oom afte” t–e matc–.[41]

Liston vs. Ali II

L—ston t”a—ned –a”d fo” t–e ”ematc–, w–—c– was sc–ed-
uled to take place Novembe” 13, 1964, —n Boston,
Massac–usetts. Time magaz—ne sa—d L—ston –ad wo”ked
–—mself —nto t–e best s–ape of –—s ca”ee”. Howeve”, t–e”e
we”e aga—n ”umo”s of alco–ol abuse —n t”a—n—ng.[42] T–e
extent to w–—c– L—ston’s –eavy d”—nk—ng and poss—ble d”ug
use may –ave cont”—buted to –—s su”p”—s—ngly poo” pe”fo”-
mances aga—nst Al— —s not known.[11]

T–”ee days befo”e t–e ិg–t, Al— needed eme”gency
su”ge”y fo” a st”angulated –e”n—a. T–e bout would need
to be delayed by s—x mont–s.[43] T–e new date was set
fo” May 25, 1965. But as —t app”oac–ed, t–e”e we”e
fea”s t–at t–e p”omote”s we”e t—ed to o”gan—zed c”—me
and Massac–usetts oឹc—als, most notably Suាolk County
D—st”—ct Atto”ney Ga””ett By”ne, began to –ave second
t–oug–ts. By”ne soug–t an —njunct—on block—ng t–e ិg–t
—n Boston because Inte”-Cont—nental P”omot—ons was p”o-
mot—ng t–e ិg–t w—t–out a Massac–usetts l—cense. Inte”-
Cont—nental sa—d local vete”an Sam S—lve”man was t–e
p”omote”. On May 7, backe”s of t–e ”ematc– ended t–e
cou”t battle by pull—ng t–e ិg–t out of Boston.[44] T–e
p”omote”s needed a new locat—on “u—ckly, w–ateve” t–e
s—ze, to ”escue t–e—” closed c—”cu—t telev—s—on comm—tment
a”ound t–e count”y. Gove”no” Jo–n H. Reed of Ma—ne
stepped fo”wa”d, and w—t–—n a few –ou”s, t–e p”omote”s
–ad a new s—te: Lew—ston, Ma—ne, a m—ll town w—t– a pop-
ulat—on of about 41,000 located 140 m—les (230 km) no”t–
of Boston.

T–e end—ng of t–e ិg–t ”ema—ns one of t–e most cont”o-
ve”s—al —n box—ng –—sto”y. M—dway t–”oug– t–e ិ”st ”ound,
L—ston t–”ew a left jab and Al— went ove” —t w—t– a fast
”—g–t, knock—ng t–e fo”me” c–amp—on down. L—ston went
down on –—s back. He ”olled ove”, got to –—s ”—g–t knee
and t–en fell on –—s back aga—n. Many —n attendance d—d
not see Al— del—ve” t–e punc–. T–e ិg–t “u—ckly descended
—nto c–aos. Refe”ee Je”sey Joe Walcott, a fo”me” Wo”ld
Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on –—mself, –ad a –a”d t—me gett—ng
Al— to go to a neut”al co”ne”. Al— —n—t—ally stood ove” –—s
fallen opponent, gestu”—ng and yell—ng at –—m, ནGet up and
ិg–t, sucke”!"

W–en Walcott got back to L—ston and looked at t–e
knockdown t—mekeepe”, F”anc—s McDonoug–, to p—ck up
t–e count, L—ston –ad fallen back on t–e canvas. Walcott
neve” d—d p—ck up t–e count. He sa—d –e could not –ea”
McDonoug–, w–o d—d not –ave a m—c”op–one. Also, Mc-
Donoug– d—d not bang on t–e canvas o” mot—on a numbe”
count w—t– –—s ិnge”s. McDonoug–, –oweve”, cla—med
Walcott was look—ng at t–e c”owd and neve” at –—m. Af-
te” L—ston a”ose, Walcott w—ped oា –—s gloves. He t–en

left t–e ិg–te”s to go ove” to McDonoug–. ནT–e t—me-
keepe” was wav—ng bot– –ands and say—ng, 'I counted
–—m outཋt–e ិg–t —s ove”,'" Walcott sa—d afte” t–e ិg–t.
"Nat Fle—sc–e” [ed—to” of The Ring] was s—tt—ng bes—deMc-
Donoug– and –e was wav—ng –—s –ands, too, say—ng —t was
ove”.པ Walcott t–en ”us–ed back to t–e ិg–te”s, w–o –ad
”esumed box—ng, and stopped t–e ិg–tཋawa”d—ng Al— a
ិ”st-”ound knockout v—cto”y.[45] St”—ct —nte”p”etat—on of
t–e knockdown/count ”ule states —t —s t–e ”efe”ee’s count
and not t–e t—mekeepe”’s t–at —s t–e oឹc—al count. Fu”-
t–e”mo”e, t–at count cannot be sta”ted unt—l t–e ិg–te”
sco”—ng t–e knockdown goes to and ”ema—ns —n a neut”al
co”ne”. Al— d—d ne—t–e”. Walcott neve” began a count —n
t–e ”—ng because of Al—’s non-compl—ance and –—s p–ys—-
cal st”uggle w—t– gett—ng Al— to go to t–at neut”al co”ne”.
T–e —nte”fe”ence of ”—ngs—de ”epo”te”s ”ega”d—ng —nte”p”e-
tat—on of t–e ”ules, t–e ិg–t stoppage and t–e cont”ove”sy
afte” t–e ិg–t –ad not been seen s—nce T–e Long Count
F—g–t between C–amp—on Gene Tunney and c–allenge”
Jack Dempsey —n 1927.

T–e ិg–t ”anks as one of t–e s–o”test –eavywe—g–t t—tle
bouts —n –—sto”y. Many —n t–e small c”owd –ad not even
settled —n t–e—” seats w–en t–e ិg–t was stopped. T–e oឹ-
c—al t—me of t–e stoppage was announced as 1:00 —nto t–e
ិ”st ”ound, w–—c– was w”ong. L—ston went down at 1:44,
got up at 1:56, and Walcott stopped t–e ិg–t at 2:12.

Nume”ous fans booed and sta”ted yell—ng, ནF—x!" Many
d—d not see t–e punc– land and some of t–ose w–o d—d see
—t land, d—dn't t–—nk —t was powe”ful enoug– to knock L—s-
ton out. Skept—cs called t–e knockout blow ནt–e p–antom
punc–.པ Al— called —t ནt–e anc–o” punc–.པ He sa—d —t was
taug–t to –—m by comed—an and ិlm acto” Step—n Fetc–—t,
w–o lea”ned —t f”om Jack Jo–nson.

T–e”e we”e some, –oweve”, w–o bel—eved t–e ិg–t was le-
g—t—mate. Wo”ld L—g–t Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on José To”-
”es sa—d, ནIt was a pe”fect punc–.པ J—m Mu””ay of t–e Los
Angeles Timesw”ote t–at —t was ནno p–antom punc–.པ And
Tex Maule of Sports Illustrated w”ote, ནT–e blow –ad so
muc– fo”ce —t l—fted L—ston’s left foot, upon w–—c– most of
–—s we—g–t was ”est—ng, well oា t–e canvas.པ

Some found —t –a”d to bel—eve t–at t–e punc– could –ave
ីoo”ed a man l—ke L—ston. Hall of Fame announce” Don
Dunp–y sa—d, ནHe”e was a guy w–o was —n p”—son and
t–e gua”ds used to beat –—m ove” t–e –ead w—t– clubs
and couldn't knock –—m down.པ But ot–e”s contend t–at
–e wasn't t–e same L—ston. Dave Ande”son of t–e New
York Times sa—d L—ston ནlooked awfulཔ —n –—s last wo”k-
out befo”e t–e ិg–t. L—ston’s –andle”s sec”etly pa—d spa”-
”—ng pa”tne” Amos L—ncoln an ext”a $100 to take —t easy
on –—m. A”t–u” Daley of t–e New York Times w”ote t–at
L—ston’s –andle”s knew –e ནd—dn't –ave —t anymo”e.པ[46]

Fo”me” c–amp—ons Jack Dempsey, Joe Lou—s, Floyd Pat-
te”son and Gene Tunney, as well as contende” Geo”ge
C–uvalo all stated t–at t–ey cons—de”ed t–e ិg–t to be a
fake. Some felt t–e knockdown was ”eal but t–e knock-
out was fake. Al— b—og”ap–e” W—lf”—d S–eed op—nes —n

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Boxing_Hall_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hernia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_H._Reed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewiston,_Maine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jersey_Joe_Walcott
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nat_Fleischer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ring_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Long_Count_Fight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Long_Count_Fight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gene_Tunney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Dempsey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stepin_Fetchit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Johnson_(boxer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_Torres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_Torres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Murray_(sportswriter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tex_Maule
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sports_Illustrated
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Boxing_Hall_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Dunphy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Dunphy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dave_Anderson_(sportswriter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Dempsey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Louis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Floyd_Patterson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Floyd_Patterson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gene_Tunney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Chuvalo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Chuvalo


34 CHAPTER 2. RINGSIDE OPPONENTS

–—s book, Muhammad Ali: A Portrait in Words and Pho-
tographs, t–at L—ston planned to t–”ow t–e ិg–t fo” ”ea-
sons unknown and used t–e leg—t—mate ិ”st ”ound knock-
down to do so. S–eed says t–at t–e punc– and t–e knock-
down ནmay –ave been genu—ne, but w–en ”efe”ee JoeWal-
cott blew t–e count and gave –—m all even—ng to get up,
L—ston’s ”end—t—on of a coma wouldn't –ave fooled a pos-
sum.པ

W–—le L—ston publ—cly den—ed tak—ng a d—ve, Sports Illus-
trated w”—te” Ma”k K”am sa—d t–at yea”s late” L—ston told
–—m, ནT–at guy [Al—] was c”azy. I d—dn't want anyt–—ng to
do w—t– –—m. And t–e Musl—ms we”e com—ng up. W–o
needed t–at? So I went down. I wasn't –—t.པ[47]

Subsequent ghts

Afte” t–e second loss to Al—, L—ston stayed out of t–e
”—ng fo” mo”e t–an a yea”. He ”etu”ned w—t– fou” consec-
ut—ve knockout v—cto”—es —n Sweden between July 1966
and Ap”—l 1967, all fou” co-p”omoted by fo”me” Wo”ld
Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on Ingema” Jo–ansson. One of t–e
v—cto”—es was ove” Amos Jo–nson, w–o –ad ”ecently de-
feated B”—t—s– c–amp—on Hen”y Coope”.

L—ston ”etu”ned to t–e Un—ted States and won seven ិg–ts,
all by knockout, —n 1968. Ame”—ca’s ិ”st look at L—ston
s—nce t–e Al— ”ematc– was w–en –e foug–t ិft–ཊ”anked
Hen”y Cla”k —n a nat—onally b”oadcast bout —n July 1968.
L—ston won by a sevent–-”ound tec–n—cal knockout and
seemed on t–e ve”ge of mak—ng a comeback to t–e b—g
t—me. He talked of a ិg–t w—t– Joe F”az—e”, cla—m—ng,
ནIt'd be l—ke s–oot—ng ិs– —n a ba””el.པ L—ston won fou”teen
consecut—ve bouts, t–—”teen by knockout, befo”e ិg–t—ng
t–—”d-”anked Leot—s Ma”t—n —n Decembe” 1969. L—ston
decked Ma”t—n w—t– a left –ook —n t–e fou”t– ”ound and
dom—nated most of t–e ិg–t, but Ma”t—n came back and
knocked L—ston out cold —n t–e n—nt– ”ound. Unfo”tu-
nately fo”Ma”t—n, –—s ca”ee” ended afte” t–at ិg–t because
of a detac–ed ”et—na –e suាe”ed du”—ng t–e bout.

L—ston won –—s ិnal ិg–t, a toug– matc– aga—nst futu”e
wo”ld t—tle c–allenge” C–uck Wepne” —n June 1970.[48]

T–e bout was stopped afte” t–e n—nt– ”ound due to cuts
ove” bot– of Wepne”’s eyes. Wepne” needed 72 st—tc–es
and suាe”ed a b”oken c–eekbone and nose.

2.9.6 Personal life

L—ston ma””—ed Ge”ald—ne C–ambe”s —n St. Lou—s, M—s-
sou”—, on June 10, 1950. Ge”ald—ne –ad a daug–te” f”om
a p”ev—ous ”elat—ons–—p, and t–e L—stons subse“uently
adopted a boy f”om Sweden. L—ston b—og”ap–e” Paul
Gallende” cla—ms t–at L—ston fat–e”ed seve”al c–—ld”en,
t–oug– none w—t– –—s w—fe. Ge”ald—ne ”emembe”ed –e”
–usband as, ནG”eat w—t– me, g”eat w—t– t–e k—ds. He was
a gentle man.པ[24]

2.9.7 Death

Follow—ng t–e w—n ove” Wepne”, L—ston was go—ng to face
Canad—an c–amp—on Geo”ge C–uvalo, but t–e ិg–t neve”
–appened. ནW–en I s—gned to ិg–t –—m (—n Decembe”
1970) –e'd been dead fo” a week,པ C–uvalo stated yea”s
late”. ནHe passed away afte” I'd sent a teleg”am to t–e
p”omote”, ag”ee—ng te”ms to t–e ិg–t at t–e Mont”eal Fo-
”um. A day o” so late” a news ”epo”t ីas–es up say—ng
fo”me” –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on of t–e wo”ld Sonny L—ston
found dead at –—s Las Vegas –ome. I'd actually s—gned a
cont”act to face a dead man.པ[49]

L—ston was found dead by –—s w—fe, Ge”ald—ne, —n t–e—” Las
Vegas –ome on Janua”y 5, 1971.[50] On ”etu”n—ng –ome
f”om a two-week t”—p, Ge”ald—ne –ad smelled a foul odo”
emanat—ng f”om t–e ma—n bed”oom and on ente”—ng saw
Sonny slumped up aga—nst t–e bed, a b”oken foot benc–
on t–e ីoo”. Aut–o”—t—es t–eo”—zed t–at –e was und”ess—ng
fo” bed w–en –e fell ove” backwa”d w—t– suc– fo”ce t–at
–e b”oke t–e ”a—l of t–e benc–. Ge”ald—ne called Sonny’s
atto”ney and –—s docto” but d—dn't not—fy t–e pol—ce unt—l
two to t–”ee –ou”s late”.[51]

Se”geant Denn—s Caputo of t–e Cla”k County S–e”—ា’s
Depa”tment was one of t–e ិ”st oឹce”s on t–e scene. Ca-
puto found a “ua”te”-ounce of –e”o—n —n a balloon —n t–e
k—tc–en and a –alf-ounce of ma”—juana —n L—ston’s pants
pocket, but no sy”—nges o” needles. Some found —t susp—-
c—ous t–at aut–o”—t—es could not locate any d”ug pa”ap–e”-
nal—a t–at L—ston p”esumably would –ave needed to —nject
t–e fatal dose, suc– as a spoon to cook t–e –e”o—n o” a
tou”n—“uet to w”ap a”ound –—s a”m. Howeve”, fo”me” Las
Vegas pol—ce se”geant Ga”y Beckw—t– sa—d, ནIt wasn't un-
common fo” fam—ly membe”s —n t–ese cases to go t–”oug–
and t—dy up...to save fam—ly emba””assment.པ[52]

Follow—ng an —nvest—gat—on, Las Vegas pol—ce concluded
t–at t–e”e we”e no s—gns of foul play and decla”ed L—ston’s
deat– a –e”o—n ove”dose. ནIt was common knowledge t–at
Sonny was a –e”o—n add—ct,པ sa—d Caputo. ནT–e w–ole de-
pa”tment knew about —t.པ T–e date of deat– l—sted on –—s
deat– ce”t—ិcate —s Decembe” 30, 1970, w–—c– pol—ce es-
t—mated by judg—ng t–e numbe” of m—lk bottles and news-
pape”s at t–e f”ont doo”.

Co”one” Ma”k He”man sa—d t”aces of –e”o—n byp”oducts
we”e found —n L—ston’s system, but not —n amounts la”ge
enoug– to –ave caused –—s deat–. Also, sca” t—ssue, poss—-
bly f”om needle ma”ks, was found —n t–e bend of L—ston’s
left elbow. T–e tox—cology ”epo”t sa—d –—s body was too
decomposed fo” t–e tests to be conclus—ve. Oឹc—ally, L—s-
ton d—ed of lung congest—on and –ea”t fa—lu”e.[53] He –ad
been suាe”—ng f”om –a”den—ng of t–e –ea”t muscle and
lung d—sease befo”e –—s deat–.[54] L—ston –ad been –osp—-
tal—zed —n ea”ly Decembe”, compla—n—ng of c–est pa—ns.[55]

Many people w–o knew L—ston —ns—sted t–at –e was af”a—d
of needles and neve” would –ave used –e”o—n. ནHe
–ad a deadly fea” of needles,པ sa—d Davey Pea”l, a box-
—ng ”efe”ee and f”—end of L—ston’s. ནT–e”e was not–—ng
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Sonny fea”ed mo”e t–an a needle. I know!" sa—d L—ston’s
P–—ladelp–—a dent—st, D”. N—ck Ragn—. ནHe was af”a—d of
needles,པ ec–oed Fat–e” Edwa”d Mu”p–y. ནHe would do
eve”yt–—ng to avo—d tak—ng s–ots.པ Acco”d—ng to L—ston’s
t”a—ne”, W—ll—e Redd—s–, L—ston cancelled a planned tou”
to Af”—ca —n 1963 because –e ”efused to get t–e ”e“u—”ed
—noculat—ons. L—ston’s w—fe also ”epo”ted t–at –e” –usband
would ”efuse bas—c med—cal ca”e fo” common colds be-
cause of –—s d—sl—ke of needles.[56]

ནT–e mont– befo”e –e d—ed, some guy ”an —nto Sonny
w–—le –e was mak—ng a left tu”n. He –ad a w–—plas–, so
t–ey took –—m to t–e –osp—tal,པ sa—d box—ng t”a—ne” Jo–nny
Tocco. ནHe sa—d: 'Look w–at t–ey d—d!' and –e was po—nt-
—ng at some l—ttle bandage ove” t–e needlema”k —n –—s a”m.
He was mo”e ang”y about t–at s–ot t–an –e was about t–e
ca” w”eck. A couple weeks late”, –e was st—ll compla—n—n'
about t–at needle ma”k. To t–—s day, I'm conv—nced t–at’s
w–at t–e co”one” saw —n –—s examཋt–at –osp—tal needle
ma”k.པ[57]

Some cla—m L—ston was mu”de”ed. T–e”e a”e seve”al t–e-
o”—es as to w–y: (1) Publ—c—st Ha”old Con”ad and ot–e”s
bel—eved t–at L—ston was deeply —nvolved as a b—ll col-
lecto” —n a loan-s–a”k—ng ”—ng —n Las Vegas. W–en –e
t”—ed to muscle —n fo” a b—gge” s–a”e of t–e act—on, Con-
”ad su”m—sed t–at –—s employe”s got –—m ve”y d”unk, took
–—m –ome, and stuck –—m w—t– a needle. (2) P”ofess—onal
gamble” Lem Banke” —ns—sts t–at L—ston was mu”de”ed by
d”ug deale”s w—t– w–om –e'd become —nvolved. Banke”
sa—d –e was told by pol—ce t–at L—ston –ad been seen at
a –ouse t–at would be t–e ta”get of a d”ug ”a—d. Banke”
sa—d, ནS–e”—ា [Ralp–] Lamb told me, 'Tell you” pal Sonny
to stay away f”om t–e West S—de because we'”e go—ng to
bust t–e d”ug deale”s.'" Banke” late” lea”ned t–at t–e po-
l—ce told L—ston t–e same t–—ng to –—s face. He appa”ently
was at t–e deale”s’ –ouse s–o”tly befo”e t–ey got busted.
Because of t–at, t–e deale”s may –ave t–oug–t Sonny ”at-
ted on t–em and t–ey s–ot –—m w—t– a –ot dose as ”et”—bu-
t—on. (3) T–e mob p”om—sed L—ston some money to t–”ow
t–e second Al— ិg–t but t–ey neve” pa—d –—m. As t–e yea”s
passed and L—ston’s ិnanc—al s—tuat—on wo”sened, –e got
ang”y and told t–e mob –e'd go publ—c w—t– t–e sto”y un-
less t–ey gave –—m t–e money. T–at got –—m k—lled. (4)
L—ston was supposed to take a d—ve w–en –e foug–t C–uck
Wepne” s—x mont–s ea”l—e”, and k—ll—ng –—m was payback
fo” –—s fa—lu”e to do so.[55]

Some bel—eve t–e pol—ce cove”ed up w–at –appened. On
Janua”y 1, L—ston’s w—fe called Jo–nny Tocco and sa—d s–e
–adn't –ea”d f”om –e” –usband —n t–”ee days and was wo”-
”—ed. A few yea”s befo”e –e d—ed, Jo–nny Tocco allegedly
told –—s good f”—end, Tony Dav—, t–at –e went to L—ston’s
–ouse and found t–e doo” locked and –—s ca” —n t–e d”—ve-
way. Tocco called t–e pol—ce, and t–ey b”oke —nto t–e
–ouse. Tocco sa—d t–at t–e l—v—ng ”oom fu”n—tu”e was —n
d—sa””ay but t–e –ouse d—d not yet smell of deat–. He sa—d
t–ey found Sonny ly—ng on –—s bed w—t– a needle st—ck—ng
out of –—s a”m. Jo–nny left t–e –ouse befo”e t–e pol—ce
d—d. ནJo–nny wasn't a b”agga”t,པ Dav— told L—ston b—og-

”ap–e” Paul Gallende”. ནHe told me —n t–e st”—ctest con-
ិdence, but —t was l—ke –e wanted to get —t oា –—s c–est.པ
Gallende” cla—ms, ནA lot of oឹce”s knew Sonny was dead
befo”e Ge”ald—ne ”etu”ned –ome on Janua”y 5, but t–ey
c–ose to let –—m ”ot.པ[55]

L—ston —s —nte””ed —n Pa”ad—se Memo”—al Ga”dens —n Las
Vegas, Nevada. H—s –eadstone bea”s two wo”ds: A Man.
at Find a Grave

2.9.8 Professional boxing record

2.9.9 In popular culture

Acting

L—ston played a ិst ិg–te” —n t–e 1965 ិlm Harlow, made
a cameo appea”ance —n t–e 1968 ិlmHead, w–—c– sta””ed
T–e Monkees, and played t–e pa”t of T–e Fa”me” —n
t–e 1970 ិlm Moonણre, w–—c– sta””ed R—c–a”d Egan and
C–a”les Nap—e”. Also —n 1970, L—ston appea”ed on an
ep—sode of t–e TV se”—es Love, American Style and —n
a telev—s—on comme”c—al fo” B”an—ា A—”l—nes w—t– Andy
Wa”–ol.[7][59]

Portrayal in lm

In t–e 2001 ិlm Ali, L—ston was po”t”ayed by fo”me”
WBO Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on M—c–ael Bentt.

L—ston was t–e subject of a 2008 featu”e ិlm based upon
–—s l—fe t—tled Phantom Punch. T–e ិlm sta””ed V—ng
R–ames as L—ston and was p”oduced by R–ames, Hassa—n
Za—d— and Ma”ek Pos—val.

In t–e 2015 B”—t—s– c”—me ិlm Legend, L—ston —s played by
Ma”k T–eodo”e —n a scene w–e”e gangste” Regg—e K”ay
poses fo” a p—ctu”e w—t– t–e boxe”.

Portrayal in ction

L—ston appea”s as a c–a”acte” —n James Ell”oy's novel The
Cold Six Thousand. In t–e novel, L—ston not only d”—nks
but also pops p—lls and wo”ks as a somet—me enfo”ce” fo”
a –e”o—n ”—ng —n Las Vegas. L—ston also appea”s —n t–e
se“uel, Blood’s a Rover.

T–om Jones t—tled –—s 2000 collect—on of s–o”t sto”—es
Sonny Liston Was a Friend of Mine.[60]

Music

L—ston –as been ”efe”enced —n many songs by a”t—sts suc–
as Cu”t—s Elle”, Sun K—l Moon, T–e An—mals, Tom Petty,
Ma”k Knopីe”, P–—l Oc–s, Mo””—ssey, F”eddy Blo–m,
C–uck E. We—ss, T–—s B—ke —s a P—pe Bomb, T–e Roots,
Wu-Tang Clan, Gone Jackals, B—lly Joel, T–e Mounta—n
Goats, L—l Wayne, and N—ck Cave and t–e Bad Seeds.
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Ma”k Knopីe”'s t”—bute to L—ston, ནSong fo” Sonny L—s-
ton,པ appea”ed on –—s 2004 album Shangri-La.

ནSonny L—stonཔ —s also t–e name of an —nd—e folk band
f”om Oxfo”d, England.[61]

A wax model of L—ston appea”s —n t–e f”ont ”ow of t–e
—con—c sleeve cove” of T–e Beatles' Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely
Hearts Club Band. He —s seen —n t–e fa” left pa”t of t–e
”ow, wea”—ng a w–—te and gold ”obe, stand—ng bes—de t–e
o”—g—nal-look Beatle ិgu”es.

Print

L—ston appea”ed on t–e Decembe” 1963 cove” of Esquire
magaz—ne (cove” p–otog”ap– by Ca”l F—sc–e”) ནt–e last
man on ea”t– Ame”—ca wanted to see com—ng down —ts
c–—mneyཔ.[62]

El—zabet– Bea” w”ote t–e s–o”t sto”y ནSonny L—ston Takes
t–e Fall,པ publ—s–ed —n The Del Rey Book of Science Fic-
tion and Fantasy —n 2008.[63] T–e sto”y speculates t–at
L—ston t–”ew t–e Al— matc– fo” t–e soc—al good.

2.9.10 See also

• L—st of WBA wo”ld c–amp—ons

• L—st of WBC wo”ld c–amp—ons

• L—st of T–e R—ng wo”ld c–amp—ons
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2.10 Floyd Patterson

Floyd Patterson (Janua”y 4, 1935 ཊ May 11, 2006) was
an Ame”—can p”ofess—onal boxe” w–o –eld t–e und—sputed
wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons–—p. At t–e age of 21, –e
became t–e youngest boxe” to w—n t–e wo”ld –eavywe—g–t
t—tle, and was also t–e ិ”st –eavywe—g–t to ”ega—n t–e t—tle
afte” los—ng —t. As an amateu” –e won a gold medal at t–e
1952 Olymp—cs —n t–e m—ddlewe—g–t d—v—s—on.

Alt–oug–M—ke Tyson late” became t–e youngest boxe” to
w—n a wo”ld –eavywe—g–t t—tle at t–e age of 20, Patte”son
”ema—ns t–e youngest und—sputed –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on.
He was t”a—ned by Cus D'Amato.
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2.10.1 Early life

Bo”n —nto a poo” fam—ly —n Waco, No”t– Ca”ol—na, Patte”-
son was t–e youngest of eleven c–—ld”en and expe”—enced
an —nsula” and t”oubled c–—ld–ood. H—s fam—ly moved to
B”ooklyn, New Yo”k, w–e”e Floyd was a t”uant and petty
t–—ef. At age ten, –e was sent to t–e W—ltwyck Sc–ool
fo” Boys, a ”efo”m sc–ool —n upstate New Yo”k, w–—c– –e
c”ed—ted w—t– tu”n—ng –—s l—fe a”ound. He stayed t–e”e fo”
almost 2 yea”s. He attended –—g– sc–ool —n NewPaltz, NY
w–e”e –e succeeded —n all spo”ts (to t–—s day t–eNewPaltz
football ិeld —s named —n –—s –ono”). At age fou”teen, –e
sta”ted to box, t”a—ned by Cus D'Amato at –—s G”ame”cy
Gym. Aged just 17, Patte”son won t–e Gold medal —n t–e
1952 Hels—nk— Olymp—cs as a m—ddlewe—g–t. 1952 tu”ned
out to be a good yea” fo” t–e young Patte”son; —n add—-
t—on to Olymp—c gold Patte”son won t–e Nat—onal Ama-
teu” M—ddlewe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p and New Yo”k Golden
Gloves M—ddlewe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p.

Olympic results

• Defeated Oma” Tebakka (F”ance) 3-0

• Defeated Leona”dus Jansen (Net–e”lands) TKO 1

• Defeated St—g Sjfil—n (Sweden) DQ 3

• Defeated Vas—le T—ţă (Roman—a) KO 1

Patte”son’s amateu” ”eco”d ove” 44 ិg–ts was 40-4, w—t–
37 knockouts.

Patte”son ca””—ed –—s –ands –—g–e” t–an most boxe”s, —n
f”ont of –—s face. Spo”tsw”—te”s called Patte”son’s style a
"peek-a-boo" stance.

2.10.2 Early pro career

Patte”son tu”ned p”o and stead—ly ”ose t–”oug– t–e ”anks,
–—s only ea”ly defeat be—ng an e—g–t-”ound dec—s—on to fo”-
me” L—g–t Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on Joey Max—m on June
7, 1954, at t–e Easte”n Pa”kway A”ena —n B”ooklyn, New
Yo”k. Most people t–—nk Patte”son d—d enoug– to w—n,
and Max—m’s g”eate” fame at t–e t—me –elped to sway t–e
judges.

2.10.3 Championship

Alt–oug– Patte”son foug–t a”ound t–e l—g–t –eavywe—g–t
l—m—t fo” muc– of –—s ea”ly ca”ee”, –e and manage” Cus
D'Amato always –ad plans to ិg–t fo” t–e Heavywe—g–t
C–amp—ons–—p. In fact, D'Amato made t–ese plans clea”
as ea”ly as 1954, w–en –e told t–e p”ess t–at Patte”-
son was a—m—ng fo” t–e –eavywe—g–t t—tle.[1] Howeve”, af-
te” Rocky Ma”c—ano announced –—s ”et—”ement as Wo”ld
Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on on Ap”—l 27, 1956, Patte”son was
”anked by T–eRingmagaz—ne as t–e top l—g–t –eavywe—g–t

contende”. Afte” Ma”c—ano’s announcement, J—m No””—s
of t–e Inte”nat—onal Box—ng Club stated t–at Patte”son was
one of t–e s—x ិg–te”s w–o would take pa”t —n an el—m—na-
t—on tou”nament to c”ownMa”c—ano’s successo”. The Ring
t–en moved Patte”son —nto t–e –eavywe—g–t ”ank—ngs, at
numbe” ិve.[2]

Patterson vs. Moore

Afte” beat—ng Tommy ནHu””—caneཔ Jackson —n an el—m—-
nat—on ិg–t, Patte”son faced fo”me” L—g–t Heavywe—g–t
C–amp—on A”c–—e Moo”e on Novembe” 30, 1956, fo” t–e
Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p. He beat Moo”e by a
knockout —n ិve ”ounds and became t–e youngest Wo”ld
Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on —n –—sto”y, at t–e age of 21 yea”s,
10 mont–s, 3 weeks and 5 days. He was t–e ិ”st Olymp—c
gold medal—st to w—n a p”ofess—onal Heavywe—g–t t—tle.

Ingemar Johansson knocks out Floyd Patterson and becomes
boxing heavyweight champion of the world, June 26, 1959.

Patterson vs. Johansson I, II & III

Afte” a se”—es of defenses aga—nst f”—nge contende”s (Hu”-
”—cane Jackson, Pete Rademac–e”, Roy Ha””—s, and B”—an
London), Patte”son met Ingema” Jo–ansson of Sweden,
t–e numbe” one contende”, —n t–e ិ”st of t–”ee ិg–ts. Jo-
–ansson t”—ump–ed ove” Patte”son on June 26, 1959, w—t–
t–e ”efe”ee Ruby Goldste—n stopp—ng t–e ិg–t —n t–e t–—”d
”ound afte” t–e Swede –ad knocked Patte”son down seven
t—mes. Jo–ansson became Sweden’s ិ”st Wo”ld Heavy-
we—g–t C–amp—on, t–us becom—ng a nat—onal –e”o as t–e
ិ”st Eu”opean to defeat an Ame”—can fo” t–e t—tle s—nce
1933.

Patte”son knocked out Jo–ansson —n t–e ិft– ”ound of
t–e—” ”ematc– on June 20, 1960, to become t–e ិ”st man
—n –—sto”y to ”ega—n t–e Und—sputed Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t
C–amp—ons–—p. Jo–ansson –—t t–e canvas –a”d, seem—ngly
out befo”e –e landed ីat on –—s back. W—t– glazed eyes,
blood t”—ckl—ng f”om –—s mout– and –—s left foot “u—ve”—ng,

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waco,_North_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brooklyn,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cus_D%2527Amato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helsinki,_Finland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olympic_Games
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middleweight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Amateur_Middleweight_Champions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Amateur_Middleweight_Champions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Golden_Gloves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Golden_Gloves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stig_Sj%C3%B6lin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vasile_Ti%C5%A3%C4%83
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peek-a-Boo_(boxing_style)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light_Heavyweight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joey_Maxim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heavyweight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Marciano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ring_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Boxing_Club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tommy_Hurricane_Jackson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archie_Moore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knockout
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ingemar_Johansson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ingemar_Johansson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruby_Goldstein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Undisputed_Champion


2.10. FLOYD PATTERSON 39

–e was counted out. Jo–ansson lay unconsc—ous fo” ិve
m—nutes befo”e –e was –elped onto a stool.

A t–—”d ិg–t between t–em was –eld on Ma”c– 13, 1961
and w–—le Jo–ansson put Patte”son on t–e ីoo”, Patte”son
”eta—ned –—s t—tle by knockout —n t–e s—xt– ”ound to w—n t–e
”ubbe” matc– —n w–—c– Patte”son was decked tw—ce and
Jo–ansson once —n t–e ិ”st ”ound. Jo–ansson –ad landed
bot– ”—g–t –ands ove” Floyd’s left jab. Afte” gett—ng up
f”om t–e second knockdown Floyd abandoned –—s jab and
connected w—t– a left –ook t–at knocked down Jo–ansson.
Afte” t–at, Patte”son came on w—t– a st”ong body attack
t–at wo”e down Jo–ansson. In t–e 6t– ”ound, Jo–ansson
caug–t Patte”son w—t– a sol—d ”—g–t. But t–e powe” —n In-
gema”’s punc–es was gone. Patte”son won t–e ិg–t —n t–e
6t– ”ound by knockout.[3]

Patterson vs. Liston I & II

Afte” t–e t–—”d Jo–ansson ិg–t, Patte”son defended t–e
t—tle on Decembe” 4, 1961 aga—nst Tom McNeeley and
”eta—ned t–e t—tle w—t– a fou”t–-”ound knockout. Howeve”
–e d—d not ិg–t numbe” one contende” Sonny L—ston. T–—s
was due —n pa”t to Cus D'Amato, w–o d—d not want Patte”-
son —n t–e ”—ng w—t– a boxe” w—t– mob connect—ons. As a
”esult, D'Amato tu”ned down any c–allenges —nvolv—ng t–e
IBC. Eventually, due to a moneta”y d—spute w—t– J—mmy
Jacobs, Patte”son ”emoved D'Amato f”om –andl—ng –—s
bus—ness aាa—”s and ag”eed to ិg–t L—ston.

Lead—ng up to t–e ិg–t, Sonny L—ston was t–e majo”
bett—ng l—ne favo”—te, t–oug– Sports Illustrated p”ed—cted
t–at Patte”son would w—n —n 15 ”ounds. J—m B”addock,
Je”sey Joe Walcott, Ezza”d C–a”les, Rocky Ma”c—ano
and Ingema” Jo–ansson p—cked Patte”son to w—n. T–e
ិg–t also ca””—ed a numbe” of soc—al —mpl—cat—ons. L—s-
ton’s connect—ons w—t– t–e mob we”e well known and t–e
NAACP was conce”ned about –av—ng to deal w—t– L—s-
ton’s v—s—b—l—ty as Wo”ld C–amp—on and –ad encou”aged
Patte”son not to ិg–t L—ston, fea”—ng t–at a L—ston v—cto”y
would ta”n—s– t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts movement.[4] Patte”son also
cla—med t–at Jo–n F. Kennedy d—d not want –—m to ិg–t
L—ston e—t–e”.[5]

Patte”son lost –—s t—tle to L—ston on Septembe” 25, 1962
—n C–—cago, by a ិ”st-”ound knockout —n f”ont of 18,894
fans. T–e two ិg–te”s we”e a ma”ked cont”ast. In t–e
”—ng, L—ston’s s—ze and powe” p”oved too muc– fo” Patte”-
son’s gu—le and ag—l—ty. Howeve”, Patte”son d—d not use –—s
speed to –—s beneិt. Acco”d—ng to Sports Illustrated w”—te”
G—lbe”t Rog—n, Patte”son d—dn't punc– enoug– and f”e-
“uently t”—ed to cl—nc– w—t– L—ston. L—ston batte”ed Patte”-
son w—t– body s–ots and t–en s–o”tened up and connected
w—t– two double –ooks –—g– on t–e –ead. T–e ”esult at t–e
t—me was t–e t–—”d-fastest knockout —n box—ng –—sto”y.[6]

Afte” be—ng knocked out, Patte”son left Com—skey Pa”k
—n C–—cago wea”—ng da”k glasses and a fake bea”d fo” t–e
d”—ve back to New Yo”k. Afte” t–e ិg–t, “uest—ons we”e
”a—sed on w–et–e” t–e ិg–t was ិxed to set up a mo”e lu-

c”at—ve ”ematc–. Ove”n—g–t, Patte”son seemed to lose –—s
publ—c suppo”t as a ”esult of –—s sw—ft knockout.[7]

T–e ”ematc– was set fo” Ap”—l 1963; –oweve”, L—ston —n-
ju”ed –—s knee sw—ng—ng a golf club and t–e ិg–t was de-
layed to July 22, 1963. In Las Vegas t–at n—g–t, Patte”son
attempted to become t–e ិ”st boxe” to w—n t–e Heavy-
we—g–t t—tle t–”ee t—mes, but L—ston once aga—n knocked
–—m out —n t–e ិ”st ”ound. Patte”son lasted fou” seconds
longe” t–an —n t–e ិ”st bout.

Post-title career

Follow—ng t–ese defeats, Patte”son went t–”oug– a de-
p”ess—on. Howeve”, –e eventually ”ecove”ed and began
w—nn—ng ិg–ts aga—n, —nclud—ng top v—cto”—es ove” Edd—e
Mac–en and Geo”ge C–uvalo. T–e C–uvalo matc– get-
t—ng Ring magaz—ne’s "F—g–t of t–e Yea”" awa”d.

Patte”son was now t–e numbe” one c–allenge” fo” t–e t—tle
–eld by Mu–ammad Al—. On Novembe” 22, 1965, —n yet
anot–e” attempt to be t–e ិ”st to w—n t–e Wo”ld Heavy-
we—g–t t—tle t–”ee t—mes, Patte”son lost by tec–n—cal knock-
out at t–e end of t–e 12t– ”ound, go—ng —nto t–e ិg–t w—t–
an —nju”ed sac”o-—l—ac jo—nt —n a bout —n w–—c– Al— was
clea”ly dom—nant.[8] Al— called Patte”son an ནUncle Tomཔ
fo” ”efus—ng to call –—m Mu–ammad Al— (Patte”son con-
t—nued to call –—m Cass—us Clay) and fo” t–—s outspoken-
ness aga—nst black Musl—ms.[9] Instead of sco”—ng a “u—ck
knockout, Al— mocked, –um—l—ated and pun—s–ed Patte”-
son t–”oug–out t–e ិg–t befo”e knock—ng –—m out —n t–e
12t– ”ound.[10]

Patte”son was st—ll a leg—t—mate contende”. In 1966 –e
t”aveled to England and knocked out B”—t—s– boxe” Hen”y
Coope” —n just fou” ”ounds at Wembley Stad—um.

In Septembe” 1969 –e d—vo”ced –—s ិ”st w—fe, Sand”a
H—cks Patte”son, w–o wanted –—m to “u—t box—ng, w–—le
–e st—ll –ad –opes fo” anot–e” t—tle s–ot.

W–en Al— was st”—pped of –—s t—tle fo” ”efus—ng —nduct—on
—nto t–e m—l—ta”y, t–eWo”ld Box—ng Assoc—at—on staged an
e—g–t-man tou”nament to dete”m—ne –—s successo”. Patte”-
son foug–t Je””y Qua””y to a d”aw —n 1967. In a ”ematc–
fou” mont–s late”, Patte”son lost a cont”ove”s—al 12-”ound
dec—s—on to Qua””y. Subse“uently, —n a t–—”d and ិnal at-
tempt at w—nn—ng t–e t—tle a t–—”d t—me, Patte”son lost a
cont”ove”s—al 15-”ound ”efe”ee’s dec—s—on to J—mmy Ell—s
—n Sweden, desp—te b”eak—ng Ell—s’s nose and sco”—ng a d—s-
puted knockdown.

Patte”son cont—nued on, defeat—ng Osca” Bonavena —n a
close ិg–t ove” ten ”ounds —n ea”ly 1972.

At age 37, Patte”son was stopped —n t–e sevent– ”ound
—n a ”ematc– w—t– Mu–ammad Al— fo” t–e NABF Heavy-
we—g–t t—tle on Septembe” 20, 1972. T–e defeat p”oved
to be Patte”son’s last ិg–t, alt–oug– t–e”e was neve” an
announcement of ”et—”ement.
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Patterson tried his hand at acting. He is seen in this 1968 T–e
W—ld W—ld West episode as a landowner who is in danger of
losing his property.

2.10.4 Retired life

In ”et—”ement, –e and Jo–ansson became good f”—ends w–o
ីew ac”oss t–e Atlant—c to v—s—t eac– ot–e” eve”y yea”
and –e became c–a—”man of t–e New Yo”k State At–let—c
Comm—ss—on. He was also —nducted —nto t–e Inte”nat—onal
Box—ng Hall Of Fame —n 1991.[11]

In 1982 and 1983 –e ”an t–e Stock–olm Ma”at–on to-
get–e” w—t– Ingema” Jo–ansson.

Patte”son l—ved —n New Paltz, New Yo”k fo” many yea”s
and was known as a t”ue gentleman a”ound town.

H—s adopted son, T”acy Ha””—s Patte”son, was a wo”ld
c–amp—on boxe” —n t–e 1990s and was t”a—ned by Floyd
du”—ng pa”t of –—s ca”ee”. Floyd also t”a—ned Cana-
d—an –eavywe—g–t Donovan ནRazo”པ Ruddock —n 1992
fo” –—s ិg–ts w—t– G”eg Page, P–—l Jackson, and Lennox
Lew—s.[12]

T–e New Paltz H—g– Sc–ool football ិeld was named
ནFloyd Patte”son F—eldཔ —n 1985.

2.10.5 Death

Floyd Patte”son suាe”ed f”om Alz–e—me”’s d—sease and
p”ostate cance” and –ad been –osp—tal—zed fo” a week p”—o”
to –—s deat–. He d—ed at –ome —n New Paltz —n 2006 at age
71. He —s bu”—ed at New Paltz Ru”al Cemete”y —n New
Paltz, Ulste” County, New Yo”k.[13]

The grave of Floyd Patterson

2.10.6 Quotes

• ནIt’s easy to do anyt–—ng —n v—cto”y. It’s —n defeat t–at
a man ”eveals –—mself.པ

• ནT–ey sa—d I was t–e ិg–te” w–o got knocked down
t–e most, but I also got up t–e most.པ (T–—s “uote
was used —n t–e tent– ep—sode of t–e 2009 TV se”—es
V.)

• ནW–en you –ave m—ll—ons of dolla”s, you –ave m—l-
l—ons of f”—ends.པ[14]

• On box—ng: ནIt’s l—ke be—ng —n love w—t– a woman.
S–e can be unfa—t–ful, s–e can be mean, s–e can be
c”uel, but —t doesn't matte”. If you love –e”, you want
–e”, even t–oug– s–e can do you all k—nds of –a”m.
It’s t–e same w—t– me and box—ng. It can do me all
k—nds of –a”m but I love —t.པ

2.10.7 Professional boxing record
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2.10.11 External links
• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Floyd Patte”son f”om
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• Spo”ts E-Cycloped—a’s Memo”—am to Floyd Patte”-
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son and Ingema” Jo–ansson

• T–e Oឹc—al S—te of Floyd Patte”son

2.11 George Chuvalo

George Chuvalo, CM (bo”n Septembe” 12, 1937) —s a
”et—”ed Canad—an p”ofess—onal boxe” w–o was a ិve-t—me
Canad—an –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on, and two-t—me wo”ld
–eavywe—g–t t—tle c–allenge”. C–uvalo, w–o —s cons—de”ed
by many to –ave one of, —f not t–e best c–—n —n box—ng
–—sto”y, was neve” knocked down —n –—s amateu” ca”ee”,
—n –—s p”ofess—onal ca”ee”, o” —n spa””—ng, and was ”anked
#4 on ESPN's g”eatest c–—n —n box—ng –—sto”y l—st. C–u-
valo; a b—g, ”ugged, bull necked ិg–te”, was known fo”
–—s p–ys—cal—ty, pummel—ng style, punc–—ng powe” and –—s
b”utal body attack, t–oug– ea”ly —n –—s ca”ee” –e also d—s-
played a c”—sp left jab. T–e late Nat Fle—sc–e” desc”—bed
–—m —n a 1965 a”t—cle ཊ "…C–uvalo —s a c”ude, st”ong,
powe”ful, ីat-footed pug—l—st w–o knows only one way to
ិg–t ཊ t–e old ba”e-knuckle style —n w–—c– ”oug–ness and
body pummel—ng we”e featu”ed. Sc—ent—ិc box—ng —s not
pa”t of C–uvalo’s e“u—pment……". Rocky Ma”c—ano was
“uoted say—ng t–at C–uvalo was bo”n a –und”ed yea”s too
late. Few contempo”a”y analysts c”ed—ted –—s savvy ”—ng
sk—lls even t–ose so-called expe”ts f”om –—s own count”y.
He foug–t —n t–e golden e”a of –eavywe—g–t box—ng du”-
—ng t–e 1960s and 70s. C–uvalo lost to Hall of Fame
–eavywe—g–ts suc– as Floyd Patte”son, Mu–ammad Al—,
Joe F”az—e” and Geo”ge Fo”eman, but was c”ed—ted fo” –—s
sp—”—ted pe”fo”mances. He d—d defeat top contende”s suc–
as YvonDu”elle, Doug Jones, Je””y Qua””y and Cleveland
W—ll—ams. He foug–t fo” t–e wo”ld t—tle tw—ce, los—ng a
cont”ove”s—al dec—s—on to E”n—e Te””ell and anot–e” dec—-
s—on —n –—s ិ”st ិg–t w—t– Al—.

Geo”ge C–uvalo was —nducted —nto t–e Onta”—o Spo”ts
Hall of Fame —n 1995.[1]

2.11.1 Early life and career

Bo”n —n To”onto to C”oat pa”ents f”om Bosn—a and He”ze-
gov—na, St—pan and Kat—ca (néeKo”d—ć) Čuvalo, bot– f”om
v—llages nea” Ljubušk—. H—s fat–e” was f”om P”oboj and
mot–e” f”om G”ljev—ć—. C–uvalo g”ew up —n T–e Junct—on
d—st”—ct of west To”onto. He attended St. M—c–ael’s Col-
lege Sc–ool and Humbe”s—de Colleg—ate Inst—tute, becom-
—ng one of t–e best-known amateu” boxe”s —n To”onto,
ិg–t—ng out of t–e Ea”lscou”t At–let—c Club.

C–uvalo became Canad—an amateu” –eavywe—g–t c–am-
p—on —n May 1955, defeat—ng W—nn—peg's Pete” P—pe”
w—t– a ិ”st-”ound KO —n a tou”nament ិnal —n Reg—na,
Saskatc–ewan. C–uvalo ិn—s–ed –—s amateu” ca”ee” w—t–
a 16-0-0 ”eco”d, all by KO w—t–—n fou” ”ounds. N—ck-
named ནBoom Boomཔ, C–uvalo tu”ned p”ofess—onal —n
1956, knock—ng out fou” opponents —n one n—g–t to w—n
a –eavywe—g–t tou”nament –eld by fo”me” wo”ld’s c–am-
p—on Jack Dempsey at Maple Leaf Ga”dens —n To”onto on
Ap”—l 26, 1956.[2] Rocky Ma”c—ano was one of –—s t”a—n-
e”s —n –—s ea”ly ca”ee”.
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2.11.2 Versus Patterson

C–uvalo lost a close dec—s—on to fo”me” c–amp—on and sen-
t—mental favou”—te Floyd Patte”son —n a bout at NewYo”k’s
famedMad—son S“ua”e Ga”den t–at The Ring named ិg–t
of t–e yea” fo” 1965. Patte”son desc”—bed —t as one of t–e
toug–est contests of –—s ca”ee”.

2.11.3 Two Ali ghts

C–uvalo —s best known fo” –—s two ិg–ts aga—nst
Mu–ammadAl—. He went t–e d—stance bot– t—mes, —n eac–
case los—ng t–e dec—s—on by a w—de ma”g—n on t–e sco”e-
ca”ds. T–e ិ”st ិg–t, on Ma”c– 29, 1966, was fo” Al—’s
wo”ld t—tle. ནHe’s t–e toug–est guy I eve” foug–tཔ, sa—d
Al— of C–uvalo afte” t–e ិg–t.[3] Al—’s co”ne”man, Angelo
Dundee, sa—d, ནHe neve” stopped com—ng on ... you've got
to adm—”e a man l—ke t–at.པ Va”—ous a”t—cles ove” t–e yea”s
deta—l t–at Al— –ad pa—nful ”—bs fo” weeks afte” t–e contest.
T–e second Al— ិg–t was —n 1972. Al—ཋt–en between –—s
wo”ld c–amp—ons–—p ”e—gnsཋwon an easy dec—s—on. It was
t–e last majo” ិg–t of C–uvalo’s ca”ee”.

2.11.4 Other career highlights

Futu”e wo”ld c–amp—ons Joe F”az—e” and Geo”ge Fo”e-
man, desp—te be—ng b—g punc–e”s, we”e unable to knock
C–uvalo down, but t–ey we”e t–e only two ិg–te”s to eve”
stop –—m, sco”—ng tec–n—cal knockout (TKO) v—cto”—es.
R—ng Mag ”epo”ted F”az—e” nea”ly closed bot– C–uvalo’s
eyes and also c”acked one of t–e man’s c–eek bones.

Fo”eman, ”ega”ded as one of t–e –a”dest –—tte”s —n box—ng
–—sto”y, mauled C–uvalo w—t– a w—cked jab and some t”uly
t–unde”ous b—g punc–es b”eak—ng C–uvalo’s nose. Yet, —n
–—s typ—cal d—splay of toug–ness, w–en t–e ”efe”ee stopped
t–e ិg–t —n t–e t–—”d ”ound, C–uvalo sa—d to –—m, ནW–at
a”e you, nuts?".

One of C–uvalo’s b—ggest v—cto”—es was a sevent–-”ound
knockout of contende” Je””y Qua””y on Decembe” 12,
1969. Afte”wa”ds Qua””y compla—ned of a fast count but
C–uvalo ”esponded 'It must –ave been a good punc–'.

He lost to WBA –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on E”n—e Te””ell —n
1965 and to fo”me”WBA c–amp—on J—mmy Ell—s —n 1971,
w—t– bot– of t–ose ិg–ts tak—ng place at Maple Leaf Ga”-
dens.

He got an elevent–-”ound knockout aga—nst contende”
Doug Jones on Octobe” 2, 1964 notably us—ng t–e box—ng
tec–n—“ue 'k—ll t–e body and t–e –ead d—es’ . C–uvalo also
defeated notable ិg–te”s suc– as Howa”d K—ng, Canad—an
c–amp—on Bob Cle”oux, Yvon Du”elle, W—ll— Besman-
oា, b—g –—tt—ng M—ke DeJo–n, Cleveland W—ll—ams, and
Manuel Ramos.

C–uvalo was t–e numbe” one contende” fo” t–e B”—t—s–
Emp—”e –eavywe—g–t t—tle fo” many yea”s but c–amp—on
Hen”y Coope” would not ិg–t –—m.

2.11.5 Personal life

C–uvalo –ad ិve c–—ld”en —n total; –e lost t–”ee of –—s sons,
Jesse C–uvalo —n 1985 to su—c—de, Geo”g—e Lee C–uvalo
—n 1993 and Steven Lou—s C–uvalo —n 1996 bot– to d”ug
ove”doses, –e also –as a son M—tc–ell Aa”on D—on and a
daug–te” Vanessa Lynn f”om –—s ma””—age. He lost –—s
w—fe to su—c—de s–o”tly afte” t–e second son –ad d—ed. He
also –as two step-c–—ld”en f”om –—s second ma””—age.

2.11.6 Tributes and other appearances

C–uvalo was —nducted —nto t–e Canad—an Spo”ts Hall of
Fame —n 1990 and t–e Wo”ld Box—ng Hall of Fame —n
1997. He was made a Membe” of t–e O”de” of Canada —n
1998 and was awa”ded a sta” on Canada’s Walk of Fame
—n 2005.

Fo”me” Ottawa Senato”s goal—e Ray Eme”y –as a p—ctu”e
of C–uvalo pa—nted on –—s goal—e mask.

C–uvalo also appea”ed —n ិlm ”oles. T–ese —ncluded play-
—ng an ex-boxe” tu”ned –—tman (w–o cla—ms to –ave foug–t
Mu–ammad Al—!) —n t–e mu”de” t–”—lle” I Miss You, Hugs
and Kisses (1978), and t–e —ll-fated a”m-w”estle” —n t–e
1986 ”e-make of The Fly.

On August 14, 2008, C–uvalo’s k—tc–en was t–e featu”ed
”enovat—on p”oject on t–e Canad—an TV se”—es Holmes on
Homes —n an ep—sode t—tled ནK—tc–en Knockout.པ [4]

C–uvalo was featu”ed as pa”t of t–e 2009 documenta”y
ិlm Facing Ali, —n w–—c– notable fo”me” opponents of Al—
(C–uvalo foug–t Al— tw—ce) speak about –ow ិg–t—ng Al—
c–anged t–e—” l—ves.

Du”—ng Ap”—l 2010, Geo”ge was a spec—al guest at t–e BC
Golden Gloves tou”nament –eld at t–e Eagle R—dge Com-
mun—ty Cent”e —n Langfo”d, BC. [5] T–e event was co-
–osted by Box—ng BC and t–e Cap—tal C—ty Box—ng Club

OnDecembe” 17, 2011, –e came to Sa”ajevo to attend t–e
unve—l—ng of a statue —n –—s –ono” —n Ljubušk— on Sunday,
Decembe” 18, 2011.[6]

C–uvalo appea”s on t–e cove” fo” Canad—an ”ock band
Ou” Lady Peace's 2012 album Curve. C–uvalo’s vocal
exce”pts a”e featu”ed —n ནMettleཔ, t–e ិnal song —n t–e al-
bum.

2.11.7 Professional boxing record

2.11.8 References

[1] ནGeo”ge C–uvaloཔ. http://oshof.ca/. Ret”—eved 23
Septembe” 2014. Exte”nal l—nk —n |webs—te= (–elp)

[2] Zawadzk—, Edwa”d (2001). The Ultimate Canadian Sports
Trivia Book, Volume 1. Canada: Dundu”n P”ess Ltd. p.
216. ISBN 9780888822376.
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[3] ནG”eat catc–e” poo” p—tc–e” t–at’s Geo”geཔ, J—m P”oudfoot,
Toronto Star, Ma”c– 30, 1966

[4] Ep—sode: K—tc–en Knockout, HGTV.ca: Holmes on
Holmes, –ttp://www.–gtv.ca/ontv/t—tledeta—ls.aspx?
t—tle—d=111645.

[5] 2010 BC Golden Gloves p”og”am

[6] Ju”e Čuvalo (Geo”g C–uvalo) danas u
Sa”ajevu, sut”a u Ljubuškom –ttp://www.
–e”cegov—na.—nfo/v—jest—/spo”t/bo”—lack—-spo”tov—/
ju”e-cuvalo-geo”g-c–uvalo-juce”-u-sa”ajevu-danas-u-ljubuskom

[7] –ttp://box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=119&cat=
boxe”&pageID=1

</”efe”ences/>^ C–uvalo, Geo”ge (Novembe” 2013).
ནLost Boysཔ. To”onto L—fe Magaz—ne.

2.11.9 External links

• Džo”dž (Ju”e) Čuvalo, najbolj— kanadsk— bokse” sv—–
v”emena: N—kad na kolen—ma - Taمno.net

• Geo”ge C–uvalo’s Oឹc—al F—g–t Aga—nst D”ugs
Webs—te

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo”Geo”geC–uvalo f”om
BoxRec

• CBC D—g—tal A”c–—ves - St—ll Stand—ng: T–e People’s
C–amp—on Geo”ge C–uvalo

• H—sto”—ca.ca - Footp”—nts - Geo”ge C–uvalo

• Ian Palme”’s T—ge”Box—ng a”t—cle on C–uvalo

• T–e Canad—an Encycloped—a

• Cybe” Box—ng Zone Encycloped—a

• CBC D—g—tal A”c–—ves. T–e B—ggest F—g–t of Geo”ge
C–uvalo’s L—fe

• Geo”ge C–uvalo at t–e Inte”net Mov—e Database

2.12 Brian London

Brian London, (bo”n Brian Sidney Harper, 19 June
1934, —n West Ha”tlepool, County Du”–am) —s a ”e-
t—”ed Engl—s– –eavywe—g–t boxe”.[1] He was B”—t—s– and
Commonwealt– Heavywe—g–t c–amp—on f”om 1958 to
1959, and tw—ce c–allenged fo” t–e wo”ld –eavywe—g–t t—-
tle, los—ng to Floyd Patte”son —n 1959 and Mu–ammad
Al— —n 1966. He was one of a “ua”tet of B”—t—s– boxe”s,
w—t– Hen”y Coope”, Joe E”sk—ne and D—ck R—c–a”dson,
w–o dom—nated t–e B”—t—s– box—ng scene t–”oug–out t–e
1950s and 1960s.

An o”t–odox, ”ugged, no-nonsense ិg–te” w–o lacked ិ-
nesse but s–owed lots of cou”age, –e was 6 ft tall and

foug–t at about 205 lbs. H—s n—cknames —n t–e ”—ng we”e
ནT–e B”—t—s– Bulldogཔ and ནT–e Blackpool Rockཔ. He de-
feated a numbe” of wo”ld-class and well-known ិg–te”s
suc– as Zo”a Folley, W—ll—e Past”ano, Pete Rademac–e”,
TomMcNeeley, Roge” R—sc–e”, Joe E”sk—ne, Amos Jo–n-
son, B—lly Walke”, Von Clay, Young Jack Jo–nson and
K—t—one Lave.

2.12.1 Early career

London was bo”n —nWest Ha”tlepool, County Du”–am, —n
1934, and moved to Blackpool w–en –e was 16 yea”s old,
w–e”e –e –as l—ved eve” s—nce.[2] H—s fat–e”, Jack London,
beat F”edd—e M—lls —n 1944 to w—n t–e B”—t—s– –eavywe—g–t
t—tle. He also –ad a b”ot–e”, Jack jun—o”, w–o foug–t as a
l—g–t-–eavywe—g–t. London foug–t as an amateu” befo”e
tu”n—ng p”ofess—onal —n 1955.[3] He made a good sta”t to
–—s ca”ee”, w—nn—ng –—s ិ”st twelve bouts, unt—l –e came up
aga—nst Hen”y Coope” —n May 1956. Coope” stopped –—m
w—t– a tec–n—cal knockout —n t–e ិ”st ”ound.[3] Follow-
—ng t–—s defeat, London cont—nued –—s w—nn—ng ”un, apa”t
f”om two ten-”ound po—nt defeats, aga—nst He—nz Neu–aus
—n Do”tmund, —n 1957 and aga—nst t–e talented Ame”—can,
W—ll—e Past”ano —n Feb”ua”y 1958.[3]

2.12.2 British heavyweight title

In June 1958, –e foug–t Joe E”sk—ne, t–eWels– boxe”, fo”
t–e B”—t—s– and Commonwealt– –eavywe—g–t t—tles. T–e
ិg–t was at t–e W–—te C—ty Stad—um, London, and Lon-
don took t–e t—tles w—t– an e—g–t–-”ound knockout. He fol-
lowed t–—s —n Septembe” w—t– a ”evenge w—n aga—nstW—ll—e
Past”ano, by a tec–n—cal knockout —n t–e ិft– ”ound. On
12 Janua”y 1959, London lost –—s t—tles —n a ិg–t aga—nst
Hen”y Coope”, los—ng fo” t–e second t—me to t–e Londone”
by a po—nts dec—s—on afte” ិfteen ”ounds.[3][4]

2.12.3 World title ght

In May 1959 –e was g—ven t–e c–ance of a wo”ld t—tle ិg–t
aga—nst cu””ent c–amp—on Floyd Patte”son, but –e lost t–e
bout —n Ind—anapol—s by a knockout —n t–e elevent–. He
also lost to t–e Cuban N—no Valdez late” t–at yea”, by a
tec–n—cal knockout —n t–e sevent–. Howeve”, —n Janua”y
1960, London bounced back w–en –e beat t–e Ame”—-
can Pete Rademac–e” by a knockout —n t–e sevent–.[3]

Rademac–e” –ad made –—sto”y by be—ng t–e only man to
ិg–t fo” t–e wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons–—p on –—s p”o-
fess—onal debut, los—ng to Floyd Patte”son.

2.12.4 Further domestic career

In August 1960, London c–allenged D—ck R—c–a”dson
fo” –—s Eu”opean –eavywe—g–t t—tle, but lost t–e bout —n
Po”t–cawl, Wales on a tec–n—cal knockout —n t–e e—g–t–.
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T–—s ”esult p”ovoked a b”awl, w–en London’s fat–e” and
b”ot–e” —nvaded t–e ”—ng to p”otest t–at R—c–a”dson –ad
used –—s –ead to open a cut on –—s opponent. W–en
R—c–a”dson’s t”a—ne” s–outed a few ”ema”ks at London,
London ”epl—ed w—t– an —mp”ess—ve comb—nat—on of blows,
deck—ng –—m, and c–aos b”oke out. As a ”esult of t–e —n-
c—dent, London was ិned by t–e B”—t—s– Box—ng Boa”d of
Cont”ol.

In Octobe” 1961, London lost to t–e Ame”—can, Edd—e
Mac–en by a tec–n—cal knockout —n t–e tent–, and —n Ap”—l
1963, –e lost to t–e Swede, Ingema” Jo–ansson on po—nts
ove” twelve ”ounds.

He foug–t Hen”y Coope” fo” t–e t–—”d t—me —n Feb”ua”y
1964, w–en –e c–allenged fo” –—s B”—t—s– and Common-
wealt– t—tles, as well as t–e vacant Eu”opean t—tle. T–e
ិg–t took place —nManc–este”, and Coope” won on po—nts
afte” ិfteen ”ounds.[3]

H—s next ិg–t of note was —n Ma”c– 1965, aga—nst t–e
young ནGolden Boyཔ of B”—t—s– box—ng, B—lly Walke”.
London won on po—nts afte” ten ”ounds.

2.12.5 Second world title ght

In August 1966, London foug–t fo” t–e wo”ld –eavy-
we—g–t t—tle fo” t–e second t—me, w–en Mu–ammad Al—
came to defend –—s t—tle at Ea”l’s Cou”t Ex–—b—t—on Hall.
Al— put —n a maste”ful pe”fo”mance –—tt—ng London at w—ll
- as London put —t —n an —nte”v—ew w—t– BBC TV ན–e was
just gett—ng t–”oug– all t–e t—meཔ - B”—an was KOd —n t–e
3”d ”ound afte” Al— landed 11 punc–es —n 3 seconds.

2.12.6 Latter stages of his career

In Ma”c– 1967, London next foug–t Ame”—can, Je””y
Qua””y, —n Los Angeles, los—ng t–e ិg–t by a unan—mous
dec—s—on afte” ten ”ounds. In Novembe” 1967, London
–ad w–at was to be t–e last w—n —n –—s ca”ee” w–en –e
foug–t t–e talented Ame”—can Zo”a Folley. Foley –ad lost
a wo”ld t—tle ិg–t aga—nstMu–ammadAl— ea”l—e” t–at yea”,
and London beat –—m on po—nts ove” ten ”ounds.[3]

London –ad cont—nued to ិg–t w–en –e was past –—s best,
and —n June 1968, –e lost, by a tec–n—cal knockout to
Jack Bodell. In Septembe” 1969 –e t”avelled to Oakland,
Cal—fo”n—a to ិg–t Je””y Qua””y fo” t–e second t—me, t–—s
t—me be—ng knocked out —n t–e second ”ound.[3] T–e bout
was unusual —n t–at t–e bell was —nadve”tently ”ung as Lon-
don was gett—ng up afte” be—ng knocked down —n t–e sec-
ond. T–e ិg–te”s ”etu”ned to t–e—” co”ne”s and t–e ”ef-
e”ee, ”eal—s—ng t–at t–e ”ound –ad not ិn—s–ed, made t–em
”esume. London was t–en knocked down aga—n and was
counted out befo”e t–e end of t–e ”ound.

London’s last ិg–t was aga—nst t–e up-and-com—ng young
boxe” Joe Bugne”, w–o would eventually take t–e B”—t—s–,
Commonwealt– and Eu”opean t—tles f”om Hen”y Coope”.
T–e bout was —n May 1970, at Wembley, and Bugne” won

by a tec–n—cal knockout —n t–e ិft–, s—gnall—ng an end to
London’s ca”ee”.[3]

2.12.7 Retirement and personal life

Afte” ”et—”—ng f”om box—ng, London became a bus—ness-
man —n –—s –ometown of Blackpool, own—ng seve”al n—g–t-
clubs, and —s st—ll a ិtness fanat—c ”unn—ng 12 m—les a day.
Teetotal all of –—s l—fe, —n 2006 —t was ”evealed t–at –e was
st—ll only a few pounds ove” –—s ិg–t—ng we—g–t.[2] He —s
ma””—ed w—t– t–”ee c–—ld”en.

In Janua”y 1971 Engl—s– footballe” Bobby Moo”e was
emb”o—led —n w–at became a nat—onal med—a sto”y w–en
–e and t–”ee ot–e” West Ham Un—ted playe”s, J—mmy
G”eaves, Clyde Best and B”—an Dea”, spent t–e even—ng
at London’s 007 n—g–tclub —n Blackpool, t–e n—g–t befo”e
an —mpo”tant FACupmatc– aga—nst Blackpool w–—c– t–ey
went on to lose 4-0, w—t– t–en West Ham manage” Ron
G”eenwood and t–e nat—onal med—a seve”ely c”—t—c—s—ng t–e
playe”s. Moo”e late” sa—d of t–e —nc—dent, ནI'd met B”—an
London on many occas—ons and t–oug–t —t would be n—ce
to look –—m up. I suppose we all ”eal—sed at t–e t—me t–at
we we”e leav—ng ou”selves vulne”ableཔ.[5][6]

London –as always sa—d t–at ិg–t—ng Mu–ammad Al— was
t–e g”eatest –onou” of –—s l—fe. L—ke somany ot–e” boxe”s,
London cont—nued ិg–t—ng long afte” –—s p”—me. He was
22 w—ns to 3 losses ea”ly —n –—s ca”ee” but lost 17 of –—s
last 33 ិg–ts. In judg—ng London’s ca”ee” —t s–ould be
”emembe”ed t–at –e foug–t some of t–e best ិg–te”s —n
t–e wo”ld, —nclud—ng fou” w–o at some stage we”e wo”ld
c–amp—ons ཊ Al—, Patte”son, Jo–ansson and Past”ano.

My dad was Jack London and I was
expected to ិg–t as well. I was neve” a g”eat
ិg–te”. I was just ”eally, ”eally ិt.[2]

ཋ B”—an London

In 2004, t–e B”—t—s– Box—ng webs—te l—sted London at
numbe” e—g–t —n a l—st of t–e top ten post Wo”ld Wa” II
B”—t—s– Heavywe—g–t boxe”s.[7] He —s a membe” of Black-
pool Sportsman’s Aid Society (BSAS) w–—c– ”a—ses funds
fo” local c–a”—t—es and spo”t—ng needs —n Blackpool.

2.12.8 Professional boxing record

2.12.9 See also

• L—st of B”—t—s– –eavywe—g–t box—ng c–amp—ons

2.12.10 References

[1] Mee, Bob (2005-12-08). ནF—g–t n—g–t —n g”eat t”ad—t—onཔ.
Da—ly Teleg”ap–. Ret”—eved 2008-03-12.
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[2] ནBoxe” B”—an’s book —s set to be a b—g –—tte”པ. Blackpool
Gazette. 2006-03-27. Ret”—eved 2008-03-12.

[3] Amato, J—m (2006-03-26). ནB”—an London: He D—d Eng-
land P”oudཔ. East S—de Box—ng. Ret”—eved 2008-03-12.

[4] ནHappened on t–—s day - 12 Janua”yཔ. BBC Spo”t. 2002-
01-13. Ret”—eved 2008-03-12.

[5] ནBlackpool 4, West Ham 0, FA Cup t–—”d ”ound, 2 Jan-
ua”y 1971: Boozy Bobby’s n—g–t of s–ameཔ. Blackpool
Gazette. 2006-09-20. Ret”—eved 2008-03-12.

[6] ནT–e T”ut– About Blackpoolཔ. Bobby Moo”e onl—ne.
A”c–—ved f”om t–e o”—g—nal on 24 August 2007. Ret”—eved
2008-03-12.

[7] ནBBN’s Top Ten post-wa” Heavywe—g–tsཔ. B”—t—s–Box-
—ng.net. 2004-07-28. Ret”—eved 2008-03-12.

[8] –ttp://box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=9380&
cat=boxe”

2.12.11 Further reading

• R—ddle, Jo–n (2008). Hartlepool People: A Tribute to
the Town’s Rich, Famous and Infamous, Co”mo”ant
Publ—s–—ng Ha”tlepool, ISBN 978-0-9558593-0-4

2.12.12 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” B”—an London f”om
BoxRec

2.13 Karl Mildenberger

Karl Mildenberger (bo”n 23 Novembe” 1937, —n
Ka—se”slaute”n) —s a ”et—”ed Ge”man –eavywe—g–t boxe”.
He was t–e Eu”opean Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on f”om 1964
to 1968 (”eta—ned t–e T—tle 6 t—mes). M—ldenbe”ge” foug–t
Mu–ammad Al— fo” t–e Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t T—tle —n
Septembe” 1966. M—ldenbe”ge”, a left-–ande”, f”ust”ated
t–e c–amp fo” most of t–e ិg–t, but ult—mately lost by
TKO w–en t–e ”efe”ee stopped t–e ិg–t at 1:28 of t–e
twelft– ”ound follow—ng a ីu””y of punc–es by Al—.

Ka”l M—ldenbe”ge” lost –—s ិ”st ិg–t fo” t–e Eu”opean
Heavywe—g–t t—tle w–en –e was knocked out by D—ck
R—c–a”dson, t–e Wels– boxe”, —n one ”ound —n Ap”—l
1962. Ka”l ”ebounded w—t– w—ns ove” Joe E”sk—ne, A”c–—e
McB”—de, Joe Byg”aves and a knockout w—n ove” B—lly
Dan—els.

M—ldenbe”ge” t–en got a d”aw w—t– –—g–ly ”anked Zo”a
Folley —n Ap”—l 1964. Late” t–at yea”M—ldenbe”ge” sco”ed
a ិ”st ”ound knockout ove” Sante Amonte to captu”e t–e
Eu”opean Heavywe—g–t t—tle.

He defeated Edd—e Mac–en ove” ten ”ounds —n 1966. In
Ap”—l 1966 M—ldenbe”ge” –ad a ិve ”ound ex–—b—t—on —n
Sweden w—t– fo”me” wo”ld c–amp—on Ingema” Jo–ansson.

In 1967, M—ldenbe”ge” pa”t—c—pated —n a tou”nament
staged by t–e Wo”ld Box—ng Assoc—at—on to dete”m—ne t–e
new –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on afte” Al— was st”—pped of t–e
t—tle fo” ”efus—ng —nduct—on —nto t–e d”aft. In t–e ិ”st ”ound
of t–e tou”nament, gett—ng oា t–e deck, –e lost to Osca”
Bonavena by a clea” twelve ”ound dec—s—on —n w–at was
p”ocla—med t–e R—ng Magaz—ne upset of t–e yea”.

M—ldenbe”ge” was not t–e same afte”wa”ds, and was
knocked out by contende” Leot—s Ma”t—n —n seven ”ounds
(Ap”—l 1968). Subse“uently, —n Septembe” 1968, M—lden-
be”ge”’s ca”ee” ended w–en –e lost t–e Eu”opean Heavy-
we—g–t t—tle to Hen”y Coope” by e—g–t ”ound d—s“ual—ិca-
t—on.

M—ldenbe”ge” was t–e ិ”st sout–paw to ិg–t fo” t–eWo”ld
Heavywe—g–t T—tle.

2.13.1 Professional boxing record

2.13.2 References

[1] –ttp://box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=9381&
cat=boxe”

2.13.3 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Ka”l M—ldenbe”ge”
f”om BoxRec

2.14 Cleveland Williams

Cleveland ୬Big Cat୭Williams (June 6, 1933 ཊ Septem-
be” 3, 1999) was an Ame”—can –eavywe—g–t boxe” w–o
foug–t —n t–e 1950s t–”oug– t–e 1970s. A Ring Maga-
zine poll once ”ated –—m as one of t–e ិnest boxe”s neve”
to w—n a t—tle. He made an —mpos—ng ិgu”e, tall w—t– an
—mp”ess—ve at–let—c b”oad s–oulde”ed bu—ld.

W—ll—ams tu”ned p”ofess—onal —n 1951 and foug–t many of
t–e best –eavywe—g–ts of –—s e”a. He —s best known fo” t–e
two b”utal bouts –e –ad w—t– Sonny L—ston. C”—t—cs felt t–e
second matc– was ove””ated and “u—ckly ove”. L—ston of-
ten sa—dW—ll—ams was t–e –a”dest punc–e” –e eve” foug–t.

Du”—ng t–e late 1950s and ea”ly 1960s, t–e 6 ft 3 —n[1]

W—ll—ams was a top-”ated –eavywe—g–t. H—s “uest to ob-
ta—n a t—tle ិg–t, –oweve”, was cons—stently de”a—led. F—”st
–e was knocked out by L—ston on Ap”—l 15, 1959, afte”
–u”t—ng L—ston ea”ly and b”eak—ng L—ston’s nose.

W—ll—ams ”ecove”ed f”om t–e L—ston ិg–t to sco”e mo”e
w—ns, but was aga—n stopped by L—ston —n 2 ”ounds —n t–e—”
”ematc– on Ma”c– 21, 1960. H—s “uest fo” t–e t—tle was
late” stalled w–en –e was –eld to a d”aw by Edd—e Mac–en
on July 10, 1962, and w–en –e d”opped a spl—t dec—s—on on
Ma”c– 13, 1963 to E”n—e Te””ell, a ិg–te” –e –ad p”ev—-
ously knocked out —n 7 ”ounds —n 1962. Du”—ng t–—s t—me
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f”ame, –e defeated B—lly Dan—els.

W—ll—ams –ad been —nact—ve t–e ent—”e yea” of 1965 w–—le
”ecove”—ng f”om a guns–ot wound –e suាe”ed du”—ng a
scuឺe w—t– pol—ce oឹce” Dale W—tten afte” a t”aឹc stop.
W—ll—ams was s–ot w—t– a .357 Magnum —n t–e abdomen,
ba”ely su”v—ved, and suាe”ed pe”manent k—dney damage,
a loss of ove” ten feet (3m) of –—s small —ntest—ne, and
ne”ve damage f”om t–e bullet, w–—c– aាected –—s left leg
above t–e knee and caused —t to at”op–y as a ”esult. He
was ិned $50 and b”—eីy ja—led afte” plead—ng no con-
test to c–a”ges a”—s—ng f”om t–e —nc—dent. W—tten v—s—ted
W—ll—ams t–e day befo”e –—s ិg–t w—t– Mu–ammed Al—,
and t–e two men bo”e no mal—ce aga—nst eac– ot–e”.[2]

2.14.1 Versus Ali

It was —n t–e above g”eatly d—m—n—s–ed p–ys—cal cond—t—on
t–at W—ll—ams foug–t fo” t–e –eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons–—p
aga—nst a peak Mu–ammad Al— on Novembe” 14, 1966
and was stopped eas—ly —n t–e t–—”d ”ound.

W—ll—ams ”et—”ed f”om box—ng afte” t–e Al— bout, but late”
made a comeback. Alt–oug– able to defeat jou”neymen
ិg–te”s, –e suាe”ed seve”al knockout losses befo”e ”et—”-
—ng fo” good —n 1972. W—ll—ams ិn—s–ed –—s ca”ee” w—t– a
”eco”d of 78w—ns (58KOs), 13 losses and 1 d”aw. Geo”ge
Fo”eman —nte”v—ewed post ”et—”ement ”ecalled W—ll—ams
as one of t–e t–”ee –a”dest punc–e”s –e'd been w—t–, stat-
—ng t–ey'd spa””ed w–en Geo”ge was a ”—s—ng boxe”.[3] In
2003, –e was ”anked 49t– —n Ring Magazine's l—st of 100
g”eatest punc–e”s of all t—me. It was all —n t–e b—g famous
left –ook fo” W—ll—ams. Ring Magazine —n t–e 1980s ”e-
po”ted –e d”ove a fo”kl—ft t”uck late” fo” a w–—le as a job.

Acco”d—ng to Geo”ge Fo”eman, Cleveland W—ll—ams was
one of t–e t–”ee –a”dest punc–e”s –e –ave faced —n –—s
ca”ee” along w—t– Ron Lyle and Ge””y Cooney.[4]

In 1999, Cleveland W—ll—ams was k—lled —n a –—t and ”un
acc—dent.

2.14.2 Professional boxing record

2.14.3 References
[1] –ttp://www.box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=

9382&cat=boxe”

[2] –ttp://box”ec.com/med—a/—ndex.p–p/Cleveland_
W—ll—ams

[3] net Fo”eman —nte”v—ew watc–ed Nov 2013

[4] –ttps://www.youtube.com/watc–?v=JmG_gR576EA

[5] –ttp://box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=9382&
cat=boxe”

• ALI’s DOZEN, ESPNHome Ente”ta—nment/Gen—us
Ente”ta—nment, 2007.

2.14.4 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Cleveland W—ll—ams
f”om BoxRec

2.15 Ernie Terrell

Ernie Terrell (Ap”—l 4, 1939 ཊ Decembe” 16, 2014) was
an Ame”—can s—nge”, ”eco”d p”oduce”, and Wo”ld Box—ng
Assoc—at—on (WBA) –eavywe—g–t box—ng c–amp—on. At 6
ft 6 —n (1.98 m), –e was ve”y tall, by t–e standa”ds of t–e
day. By compa”—son, Mu–ammad Al— was 6 ft 3 —n, and
Joe F”az—e” was 5 ft 11 —n. Te””ell was t–e olde” b”ot–e”
of T–e Sup”emes' ea”ly 1970s lead s—nge” Jean Te””ell. In
t–e 1960s, s–e sang w—t– –—s g”oup, ནE”n—e Te””ell & t–e
Heavywe—g–tsཔ.[1]

In –—s ea”ly box—ng ca”ee”, Te””ell defeated some good
contende”s, —nclud—ng Cleveland W—ll—ams (Te””ell won
t–e ”ematc– by dec—s—on afte” los—ng to W—ll—ams —n t–e—”
ិ”st ិg–t by knockout), Zo”a Folley, and futu”e L—g–t
Heavywe—g–t c–amp—on Bob Foste”. But –e’s best ”emem-
be”ed fo” –—s c–allenge to Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on
Mu–ammad Al—, on Feb”ua”y 6, 1967ཋa bout —n w–—c–
–e was badly beaten.

Al— was sc–eduled to ិg–t WBA c–amp—on E”n—e Te””ell
(t–e WBA st”—pped Al— of –—s t—tle afte” –—s ag”eement
to ិg–t a ”ematc– w—t– L—ston) on Ma”c– 29, but Te””ell
backed out and Al— won a 15-”ound dec—s—on aga—nst sub-
st—tute opponent Geo”ge C–uvalo. Wo”ld Box—ng Asso-
c—at—on matc–ed Te””ell and Edd—e Mac–en fo” t–e vacant
c”own. Te””ell defeated Mac–en to w—n t–e belt on Ma”c–
5, 1965. He –eld —t unt—l Feb”ua”y 6, 1967 w–en –e lost
to Mu–ammad Al—. Du”—ng t–—s t—me, most —n t–e box—ng
wo”ld cont—nued to ”ecogn—ze Al— as t–e leg—t—mate c–am-
p—on, s—nce –e –ad not lost –—s c–amp—ons–—p —n a box—ng
matc–. T–e WBA’s ”—val, t–e Wo”ld Box—ng Counc—l, –ad
also cont—nued to ”ecogn—ze Al— as c–amp—on.

Du”—ng –—s ”e—gn asWBAC–amp—on, Te””ell defended t–e
t—tle tw—ce, beat—ng Doug Jones and Geo”ge C–uvalo.

In Feb”ua”y 1967, Al— and Te””ell met to end t–e debate
about w–o was t–e leg—t—mate –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on. Be-
fo”e t–e bout, Te””ell ”epeatedly called Al— by –—s b—”t–
name. He expla—ned late” t–at –e –ad known Clay fo”
yea”s —n t–e amateu”s and –adn't gotten used to call—ng
–—m anot–e” name. Al— took oាense to t–—s, and vowed
–e would pun—s– Te””ell. Fo” –—s pa”t, Al— fu”t–e” stoked
t–e p”eិg–t —ll w—ll by label—ng Te””ell ནan Uncle Tom n—g-
ge” w–o —s go—ng to get –—s ass w–upped.པ[2]

Al— won a lops—ded 15 ”ound dec—s—on, ”ecla—m—ng t–e
und—sputed c–amp—ons–—p. T–e Da—ly Teleg”ap– w”ote
t–at t–e ”esult—ng ិg–t was ནt–e nast—est d—splay of Al—’s
celeb”ated ”—ng ca”ee”,པ ”ecount—ng –ow –e se—zed Te”-
”ell —n a –eadlock and d”agged Te””ell’s eye along t–e top
”ope, and decla”ed, ནT–e ិg–t w—ll be ”emembe”ed fo”
Al—’s constant taunts of 'w–at’s my name?' to an oppo-
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nent –e was appa”ently content not me”ely to defeat, but
also to bel—ttle and –um—l—ate.པ[3] T–e ិg–t —s ”ecounted by
t–e ិlm Ali sta””—ng W—ll Sm—t–.

Te””ell lost an upset 12 ”ound dec—s—on late” —n 1967 —n
t–eWBAHeavywe—g–t Tou”nament w–—c– was o”gan—zed
afte” Al— was st”—pped of –—s t—tle —n Ap”—l 1967. He left
t–e spo”t fo” t–”ee yea”s follow—ng t–e loss, but ”etu”ned
—n 1970, w—nn—ng seven consecut—ve ិg–ts befo”e los—ng to
C–uck Wepne” by dec—s—on.

In 55 p”ofess—onal ិg–ts, Te””ell ea”ned a ”eco”d of 46
w—ns (21 by knockout), n—ne losses and no d”aws. Afte”
”et—”—ng f”om box—ng —n 1973 follow—ng a knockout loss
to Jeា Me””—tt, –e began a ca”ee” as a mus—c p”oduce” —n
C–—cago, Ill—no—s, t–e c—ty w–e”e –e'd attended Fa””agut
Ca”ee” Academy.

E”n—e Te””ell ”an unsuccessfully fo” alde”man of
C–—cago’s 34t– wa”d —n 1987. He ិn—s–ed second —n t–e
p”—ma”y but lost to Lemuel Aust—n —n a ”unoា. Te””ell
d—ed on Decembe” 16, 2014 —n a –osp—tal at Eve”g”een
Pa”k, Ill—no—s. He –ad been suាe”—ng f”om dement—a.[4]

2.15.1 Professional boxing record
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2.15.3 External links
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2.16 Zora Folley

Zora Folley (May 27, 1932 ཊ July 9, 1972) was an Ame”-
—can –eavywe—g–t boxe”. He was well sk—lled w—t– a good
defence and also a punc– to go w—t– —t.

Bo”n —n Dallas, Texas, –e moved w—t– –—s fam—ly to
C–andle”, A”—zona —n 1942, w–e”e –e g”ew up play—ng

baseball. Upon jo—n—ng t–e U.S. A”my —n 1948, –e en-
te”ed t–e box—ng ”—ng, and won t–e 6t– A”my c–amp—-
ons–—p w—t–—n a yea”, eventually ea”n—ng t–eAll-A”my and
All-Se”v—ce t—tles. He foug–t —n t–e Ko”ean Wa”, ea”n—ng
ិve battle sta”s, and was d—sc–a”ged —n 1953.

He t–en s—gned a p”ofess—onal box—ng cont”act, w—nn—ng
–—s ិ”st p”o ិg–t aga—nst J—mmy Ing”am, t–en afte” a d”aw,
won seventeen st”a—g–t v—cto”—es unt—l los—ng to Jo–nny
Summe”l—n —n 6 ”ounds w—t– a suspected b”oken jaw af-
te” be—ng decked t–”ee t—mes. Desp—te be—ng cons—de”ed
a top contende”, Folley neve” faced –eavywe—g–t c–am-
p—on Floyd Patte”son. T–—s was pa”tly due to –—s –—g–ly
cont”ove”s—al po—nts loss to Hen”y Coope” —n England, —n
Septembe” 1958 (w–—c– was late” avenged —n Decembe”
1961 by a two ”ound knockout.).

Folley beat suc– contende”s as Edd—e Mac–en, Geo”ge
C–uvalo, Bob Cle”oux (tw—ce), Osca” Bonavena but Os-
ca” got t–e ”ematc– 3 yea”s late”, and Doug Jones. He also
–ad d”aws w—t– Ka”l M—ldenbe”ge” and Edd—e Mac–en
(t–e—” ិ”st ិg–t). Between 1960 and 1962 Folley was
knocked out by Sonny L—ston, Alejand”o Lavo”ante, and
Doug Jones (—n t–e ”ematc–).

It wasn't unt—l Ma”c– 22, 1967, aged 34, t–at –e faced
t–e wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–amp—onMu–ammad Al—. Folley
was knocked out —n t–e 7t– ”ound be—ng somew–at past –—s
best. Folley foug–t fo” t–”ee mo”e yea”s afte”wa”d befo”e
be—ng knocked out by Mac Foste” —n 1970.

Folley se”ved as a membe” of t–e C–andle” C—ty Counc—l,
and ”a—s—ng a fam—ly of n—ne c–—ld”en w—t– –—s w—fe Joella.
Befo”e t–e—” ិg–t, Al— joked t–at Folley was suc– a n—ce
man t–at —t posed a ”eal p”oblem because –e couldn't pos-
s—bly get mad at –—m.[1] Folley was one of t–e ិ”st to call
t–e cont”ove”s—al c–amp—on by –—s Musl—m name —nstead
of Cass—us Clay. Al— stated –e'd ”espected Folley and was
ne”vous befo”e t–e matc–. Folley was t–e last man to face
Al— befo”e Al—’s t–”ee yea” ex—le f”om box—ng —n 1967.

In myste”—ous c—”cumstances, Folley suាe”ed seve”e –ead
—nju”—es —n a motel sw—mm—ng pool w–—le v—s—t—ng a f”—end
—n Tucson, A”—zona on July 8, 1972, and d—ed at a Tucson
–osp—tal w—t–—n –ou”s. T–e deat– was oឹc—ally ”uled to
be acc—dental, but consp—”acy t–eo”—es ”ega”d—ng –—s deat–
pe”s—st.

T–e c—ty of C–andle” ded—cated Zo”a Folley Memo”—al
Pa”k —n –—s –ono”.

2.16.1 Professional boxing record

2.16.2 References
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2.16.3 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Zo”a Folley f”om
BoxRec Ret”—eved on Feb”ua”y 5, 2008

• T–e R—se and Fall of Zo”a Folley The Sweet Science,
Septembe” 9, 2005

• Afte” Mu–ammad, a G”aveya”d Sports Illustrated,
Ap”—l 3, 1967

•

2.17 Jerry Quarry

Jerry Quarry (May 15, 1945 ཊ Janua”y 3, 1999), n—ck-
named ནI”—s–པ o” ནT–e Bellីowe” Bombe”,པ was anAme”-
—can –eavywe—g–t boxe”.[2] Qua””y was ”ated by Ring
Magazine as t–e most popula” ិg–te” —n t–e spo”t, f”om
1968 to 1971, du”—ng t–e peak of –—s ca”ee”. H—s most fa-
mous bouts we”e aga—nst wo”ld c–amp—ons Floyd Patte”-
son, J—mmy Ell—s, Joe F”az—e”, Mu–ammad Al— and Ken
No”ton.[3] H—s p”ofess—onal ca”ee” ”eco”d of 53 w—ns-9
losses-4 d”aws —ncluded w—ns ove” some of t–e best –eavy-
we—g–ts of –—s e”a, 1965-75. Qua””y also –ad a ”ema”k-
ably successful amateu” box—ng ca”ee”. Also b”—eីy a Hol-
lywood acto”, Qua””y appea”ed —n a numbe” of telev—-
s—on ”oles, and also played a ”ecu””—ng c–a”acte” on t–e
s–ow Adam-12. H—s younge” b”ot–e”, M—ke Qua””y, was
also a –—g–-”anked contende” —n t–e l—g–t –eavywe—g–t
d—v—s—on.[4]

2.17.1 Overview

Qua””y was a du”able and sma”t counte”-punc–e”/act—on
ិg–te”. He –ad speed —n bot– –ands, —nclud—ng an excel-
lent left –ook. He also was notable fo” –av—ng a ”ema”k-
able c–—n. He was neve” knocked out —n any of –—s 66
ិg–ts, t–oug– some ended ea”ly as losses. H—s majo” ីaw
as a ិg–te” was a tendency to cut eas—ly. He was also on
t–e smalle” s—de as a –eavywe—g–t —n t–—s e”a. Qua””y was
s—x feet tall (1.83 met”es) and often we—g–ed less t–an 200
pounds (88 k—log”ams) fo” –—s matc–es. –e also –ad w–at
was cons—de”ed ve”y ave”age ”eac– as a boxe” at only 72
—nc–es. Today, –e would be a c”u—se”we—g–t, a d—v—s—on –e
g”eatly –elped to —nsp—”e.

2.17.2 Boxing career

Early days

Qua””y was t–e most v—s—ble membe” of a s—gn—ិcant
I”—s–-Ame”—can box—ng fam—ly, w–—c– —ncluded t–”ee
ot–e” p”o boxe”s (–—s fat–e” and two b”ot–e”s).[5][6]

Qua””y’s fat–e” ិ”st put gloves on –—s son at ិve yea”s.
H—s ca”ee”, –e late” felt, was dec—ded fo” –—m at a ve”y

young age. Qua””y foug–t ិ”st as a Jun—o” Amateu”, w—n-
n—ng –—s ិ”st t”op–—es at t–e age of e—g–t. Late”, –e con-
t”acted nep–”—t—s, a deb—l—tat—ng —llness w–—c– s—del—ned
–—m fo” yea”s. H—s comeback f”om t–at —llness to be-
come a p”ofess—onal at–lete was cons—de”ed med—cally ”e-
ma”kable. Qua””y came to not—ce by w—nn—ng t–e 1965
Nat—onal Golden Gloves c–amp—ons–—p —n Kansas C—ty at
age 19. We—g–—ng just 183 pounds, Qua””y knocked out
eac– of –—s ិve opponents —n t–e tou”nament, a feat un-
matc–ed befo”e o” s—nce —n t–e –—sto”y of t–e tou”nament.
In t–e wake of t–at unp”ecedented feat, Qua””y began –—s
p”o ca”ee” —n May 1965, w—nn—ng a dec—s—on aga—nst Gene
Ham—lton —n Los Angeles, Cal—fo”n—a.

1960s

Desp—te sta”t—ng —n May, Qua””y –ad 14 matc–es —n 1965
at t–e sta”t of –—s p”o ca”ee”. Many of –—s ea”ly ca”ee”
ិg–ts took place at t–e Olymp—c Aud—to”—um —n Los An-
geles, w–e”e –e was a popula” c”owd d”aw. Qua””y sup-
plemented meage” box—ng pay t–en by wo”k—ng as a t—”e
c–ange” at a G”ey–ound bus te”m—nal. Qua””y’s ិ”st loss
came —n –—s 21st bout, —n July, 1966, a poo” s–ow—ng
aga—nst vete”an and fo”me” contende” Edd—e Mac–en —n
1966. By t–en –e –ad t–”ee d”aws on –—s ”eco”d. Mot—-
vated by t–e loss to Mac–en, Qua””y ”an oា a st”eak of
w—ns ove” good, second-t—e” –eavywe—g–ts and ”ose —n t–e
”ank—ngs.

In m—d-1967, t–e Wo”ld Box—ng Assoc—at—on (W.B.A.)
–eld a tou”nament to ”eplace Mu–ammad Al—, a –eavy-
we—g–t c–amp—on w–o –ad been st”—pped of –—s t—tle fo” ”e-
fus—ng —nduct—on —nto t–e m—l—ta”y afte” be—ng d”afted. T–e
tou”nament was expanded to —nclude e—g–t –eavywe—g–ts,
and d—d not —nclude Joe F”az—e”, w–o –ad accepted a t—-
tle belt outs—de t–e WBA. W–en t–e tou”nament was ex-
panded, Qua””y was —ncluded. Qua””y’s ិ”st tou”nament
bout was a ”ematc– of –—s fou”t– d”aw ិg–t ea”l—e” t–at
yea” aga—nst fo”me” wo”ld c–amp—on Floyd Patte”son. In
bot– matc–es, Qua””y dom—nated t–e ea”ly ”ounds w—t–
mult—ple knockdowns of Patte”son, t–en t—”ed and faded
as t–e bouts concluded. He –ung on bette” —n t–e second
bout, and was g—ven a spl—t-dec—s—on v—cto”y. H—s second
tou”nament matc– was aga—nst fellow Cal—fo”n—an T–ad
Spence”, w–o was –—g–ly lauded and ”anked com—ng —nto
t–e matc–. Qua””y dom—nated Spence”, and ”ose to na-
t—onal attent—on w—t– t–e KO w—n. T–—s put –—m —n t–e
WBA tou”nament ិnal aga—nst Lou—sv—lle nat—ve J—mmy
Ell—s. Ell—s, w–o was coac–ed by Al— fo” t–e bout, foug–t
an eាect—ve evas—ve box—ng style —n t–e matc–, and de-
feated Qua””y by a close spl—t dec—s—on. T–e bout —s con-
s—de”ed Qua””y’s ិ”st –eavywe—g–t t—tle oppo”tun—ty. Af-
te” t–e bout, acco”d—ng to sto”—es, —t was found t–at Qua””y
–ad foug–t Ell—s w—t– a small bone f”actu”e —n –—s back.
T–e bout w—t– Ell—s –ad come less t–an t–”ee mont–s af-
te” t–e Spence” ិg–t, also. Afte” a layoា of s—x mont–s,
Qua””y ”etu”ned afte” t–e Ell—s loss to post anot–e” st”eak
of w—ns. Notable among t–ese was a lops—ded 12-”ound
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dec—s—on w—n ove” 1964 U.S. Olymp—an Buste” Mat–—s.
T–e w—n ove” t–e ”anked Mat–—s pos—t—oned Qua””y fo”
–—s second t—tle s–ot.

By t–en, Joe F”az—e” –ad KO'd Ell—s to un—fy t–e two box-
—ng belts. T–—s ិ”st matc– aga—nst F”az—e” took place June,
23”d, 1969. It was Qua””y’s 38t– p”o ិg–t and F”az—e”’s
23”d p”o ិg–t. Bot– –ad tu”ned p”o —n 1965. T–e ិg–t
was –eld at New Yo”k C—ty’s Mad—son S“ua”e Ga”den,
w–—c– —s w–e”e t–e Mat–—s ិg–t –ad also been –eld t–”ee
mont–s ea”l—e”. T–—s would be t–e s—te of a numbe” of
Qua””y’s ិg–ts —n yea”s to come. Du”—ng t–—s t—me, –e
called New Yo”k C—ty –—s –ome c—t—ng bad p”ess –e ”e-
ce—ved —n Los Angeles. T–e ិg–t was c—ted late” by w”—te”s
and obse”ve”s fo” —ts ”ema”kable ea”ly act—on. Round One
was late” called ནRoundOf T–eDecadeཔ and t–e bout was
late” named R—ngMagaz—nes ནF—g–t of T–e Yea”པ. Qua””y
foug–t a ve”y agg”ess—ve ិg–t to please t–e c”owds afte”
t–e lacklust”e Ell—s matc–, go—ng –ead-to-–ead —n t–e cen-
te” of t–e ”—ng w—t– F”az—e”, and ិg–t—ng F”az—e”’s k—nd of
ិg–t. Judges gave Qua””y t–e edge —n po—nts fo” t–e ិ”st
two ”ounds as –e landed t–emo”e punc–es w—t– –—s g”eate”
speed and comb—nat—on punc–—ng. But as –e was slugg—ng
w—t– t–e slugge”, –e began to fade unde” t–e fast pace of
t–e wa” and –a”d punc–es of F”az—e”. He was cut badly
by F”az—e” —n t–e t–—”d ”ound but cont—nued on. Unable to
–u”t F”az—e” at t–—s po—nt and ”ece—v—ng many unanswe”ed
s–ots, t–e ិg–t was stopped afte” t–e 7t– ”ound due to t–e
cut. He was well be–—nd —n sco”—ng at t–—s po—nt. T–e”e
we”e no knockdowns —n t–e bout, w–—c– was an —mp”es-
s—ve fact g—ven all t–e –a”d punc–es landed.

Retu”n—ng “u—ckly afte” t–e loss to F”az—e”, Qua””y won
two bouts befo”e meet—ng Canad—an Geo”ge C–uvalo —n
Decembe”, 1969. T–e bout aga—nst C–uvalo, t–en un-
”anked would be t–e subject of cont”ove”sy. Qua””y eas-
—ly led t–e bout afte” t–e ិ”st s—x ”ounds, eាect—vely box-
—ng t–e Canad—an punc–e”. In t–e 7t– ”ound, C–uvalo
caug–t Qua””y w—t– a su”p”—se ”—g–t –and t–at knocked
t–e Cal—fo”n—an oា –—s feet. Qua””y ”ose at t–e count of
fou”, t–en took a knee so t–at –e could ”est w–—le tak—ng
t–e ”est of t–e ten-second count. R—s—ng exactly at t–e
count of ten, ”efe”ee Zac– Clayton ”uled t–at Qua””y was
counted out. Qua””y, v—s—bly un–u”t, d—sputed t–e ”ul—ng,
but —t was counted as a loss nonet–eless.

On one ep—sode of I D”eam Of Jean—e, a s—tcom of t–e
1960s Je””y played –—mself as a t”a—ne” fo” ast”onaut Tony
Nelson (La””y Hagman).

1970s

Qua””y ”etu”ned “u—ckly afte” t–e cont”ove”s—al loss to
C–uvalo to post anot–e” st”eak of w—ns. Notewo”t–y
among t–em was a 6t–-”ound KO w—n ove” fellow Cal—-
fo”n—an Mac Foste”. Foste” came —nto t–e bout ”anked #1
w—t– a ”eco”d of 24-0, w—t– all 24 w—ns by KO. Qua””y
was ”anked #6, and we—g–ed 195 fo” t–e bout. Foste”
we—g–ed 215. It was a ve”y —mp”ess—ve, dom—nat—ng w—n

by Qua””y w–—c– ិgu”ed to put –—m back —n l—ne fo” an-
ot–e” t—tle s–ot. At t–—s t—me, ex—led fo”me” c–amp—on
Mu–ammad Al— –ad successfully sued to w—n t–e ”—g–t to
”etu”n as a p”ofess—onal boxe”. Al— app”oac–ed eve”y one
of t–e ten ”anked –eavywe—g–ts t–en fo” a matc–. Qua””y
was t–e only one w—ll—ng to face –—m, and so got t–e nod
fo” t–e ិ”st bout aga—nst Al— —n –—s ”etu”n. T–e bout ”e-
ce—ved t”emendous publ—c—ty and a”guably ”ema—ns today
as Qua””y’s most famous bout. [7] T–e bout took place at
t–e C—ty Aud—to”—um —n Atlanta, Geo”g—a on Octobe” 26,
1970. Al— dom—nated t–e ិ”st two ”ounds, mov—ng well
and sco”—ng w—t– –—s left jab and comb—nat—ons. Qua””y
was able to land only a –andful of punc–es, most of t–em
glanc—ng blows. In t–e t–—”d ”ound, Qua””y was badly cut
by a ”—g–t –and ove” –—s left eye follow—ng an exc–ange
w—t– Al—. T”a—ne” Teddy Bent–am, a vete”an cut man, ”e-
al—zed t–e cut was too seve”e fo” Qua””y to cont—nue, even
t–oug– –e a”gued to cont—nue. Refe”ee Tony Pe”ez waved
t–e bout ove” befo”e t–e sta”t of t–e 4t– ”ound, w–—c– was
”uled a 3”d ”ound tec–n—cal KO. Qua””y d—sputed t–e dec—-
s—on and demanded a ”ematc– aga—nst Al—, w–—c– –e would
late” ”ece—ve.[8]

Follow—ng t–e loss to Al—, Qua””y –ad –—s second s—x-
mont– layoា. He focused on telev—s—on ”oles du”—ng t–—s
pe”—od, appea”—ng on a numbe” of telev—s—on s–ows. In
June, 1971, –e ”etu”ned to sta”t anot–e” st”eak of w—ns.
Notewo”t–y among t–em was a ”evenge of –—s ea”l—e”
d”aw aga—nst tall Tony Doyle at t–e Playboy Club —n Lake
Geneva, W—scons—n w—t– a lops—ded dec—s—on. He t–en
KO'd B”—t—s– and Eu”opean c–amp—on Jack Bodell —n t–e
ិ”st ”ound. T–at ិg–t was –eld —n London. H—s second
ិg–t t–e”e du”—ng t–—s st”eak was aga—nst La””y M—ddle-
ton. M—ddleton was t–e k—nd of tall, “u—ck boxe” w—t– long
”eac– w–o often gave Qua””y t”ouble —n bouts. Qua””y
won a ve”y na””ow, cont”ove”s—al dec—s—on aga—nst M—d-
dleton. By t–en, Qua””y –ad lobb—ed long and –a”d fo”
a ”ematc– aga—nst Al—. He ិnally was allowed t–at ”e-
matc– a mont– afte” t–e M—ddleton bout. T–e second
bout aga—nst Al—, no longe” c–amp—on at t–—s po—nt, took
place at t–e Las Vegas Convent—on Cente” on June 27,
1972. T–e—” matc– was t–e –eadl—n—ng bout of a ិg–t ca”d
t–at Al— called ནT–e Soul B”ot–e”s Ve”sus T–e Qua””y
B”ot–e”s.པ Bob A”um p”omoted t–e ិg–t, w—t– Al— play-
—ng up t–e obv—ous ”ac—al d—ាe”ences between –—s black
ិg–te”s and t–e w–—te Qua””ys. In an ea”l—e” bout, Je””y’s
b”ot–e” M—ke, a –—g–-”anked l—g–t –eavywe—g–t contende”
was KO'd by L—g–t –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on and devas-
tat—ng punc–e” Bob Foste”, and se”—ously —nju”ed. Al—
we—g–ed 216 fo” t–e—” bout, Qua””y 198. T–e bout was
eventful. At t–e open—ng bell, Qua””y ”us–ed Al—, got un-
de” –—s s–oulde”s and l—fted –—m b”—eីy oា t–e canvas be-
fo”e Refe”ee M—ke Kaplan sepa”ated t–e ិg–te”s. Du”-
—ng t–e w–ole ិg–t, Qua””y –ad –—s —nju”ed b”ot–e” on –—s
m—nd and ba”ely put up a ិg–t. V—s—bly t—”ed at t–e end of
t–e 6t– ”ound, Qua””y came out fo” t–e sevent– and was
–—t by a –alf-dozen s–ots by Al—, w–o waved t–e ”efe”ee —n
to stop t–e ិg–t, w–—c– Qua””y p”otested. T–e bout was a
d—ឹcult n—g–t fo” t–e Qua””y fam—ly —n gene”al, w–o we”e
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t–e object of ”ac—al —nsults f”om black ិg–t fans and Al—
/ K—ng suppo”te”s. T–—s Al— bout magn—ិed fo” obse”ve”s
t–e ”ac—al ove”tones t–at ex—sted t–”oug–out Qua””y’s ca-
”ee”. G”eatly suppo”ted by w–—te Ame”—cans, –e –ad been
called a ' w–—te –ope ', o” " T–e G”eat W–—te Hope ". He
was also t–e”efo”e de”—ded by many black Ame”—can box-
—ng fans of t–e e”a fo” t–e same ”eason.

T–at ”ac—ally —nីamed loss to Al— be–—nd –—m, Qua””y,
now managed by G—l Clancy, bounced back to post yet
anot–e” st”eak of —mp”ess—ve w—ns. He seemed to matu”e
as a ិg–te” –e”e, and 1973 was pe”–aps –—s g”eatest yea”
as a –eavywe—g–t.

Desp—te dete”—o”at—on —n –—s movement and ”eីexes, and
now –av—ng ve”y sca””ed fac—al t—ssue, Qua””y gave pos-
s—bly t–e two best pe”fo”mances of –—s ca”ee” next. Af-
te” defeat—ng 21-2 Randy Neumann —n Janua”y, Qua””y
was placed —nto a bout s—m—la” to –—s p”ev—ous Mac Foste”
matc–, as a ”anked tune-up fo” a –—g–e” ”anked contende”.
Ron Lyle was 19-0 w—t– 17 knockouts, and t–e toug– ex-
conv—ct was —n l—ne fo” a t—tle s–ot w–en –e met Qua””y
—n Feb”ua”y. T–e 6' 3 Lyle we—g–ed 219 fo” t–e bout,
Qua””y 200. Desp—te t”a—l—ng ea”ly on, Qua””y took con-
t”ol of t–e ិg–t —n t–e m—ddle ”ounds and, —n pe”–aps –—s
best pe”fo”mance, t–o”oug–ly outboxed Lyle fo” a lop-
s—ded 12-”ound dec—s—on w—n —n an act—on packed ិg–t.
Du”—ng t–—s t—me, Qua””y also got a c–ance to s–ow oា
–—s ove”all at–let—c ab—l—ty. On t–e ABC telev—s—on s–ow "
T–e Supe”sta”s ", Qua””y was —nv—ted to compete aga—nst
ot–e” –eavywe—g–t boxe”s —n t–e se”—es of at–let—c contests
t–e s–ow was known fo”. W—nn—ng t–at compet—t—on, –e
“ual—ិed fo” t–e Supe”sta”s ិnal t–at yea”, and ិn—s–ed
fou”t– to t–”ee NFL football playe”s, an —mp”ess—ve s–ow-
—ng. Notewo”t–y —n t–ose pe”fo”mances was –—s —mp”es-
s—ve ab—l—ty to –—t a baseball. Two w—ns late”, Don K—ng
b”oug–t Qua””y —n to meet –a”d-punc–—ng Ea”n—e S–ave”s
—n Decembe”. S–ave”s was 46-2 w—t– 44 KOs. In anot–e”
bout ិlled w—t– t–e same ”ac—al ove”tones as t–e second
Al— bout, Qua””y su”p”—sed S–ave”s. Afte” ”ece—v—ng a few
–a”d s–ots, –e landed a b—g punc– —n t–e 1st ”ound and fol-
lowed t–at up to w—n a stunn—ng ិ”st-”ound KO w—n. T–e
—ncensed K—ng ”epo”tedly left S–ave”s —n t–e ”—ng and to”e
up –—s cont”act to manage –—m. Heavywe—g–t c–amp—on
Geo”ge Fo”eman was —n attendance, and negot—at—ons fo”
a t—tle bout we”e al”eady —n mot—on fo” m—d-1974. Afte”
t–e S–ave”s bout, Fo”eman ”epo”tedly backed away f”om
t–at p”oposed bout.[9] He late” cla—med to –ave dodged
Qua””y, w–o –e neve” fo”mally met —n t–e ”—ng. Qua””y
late” cla—med to be ' locked out ' of b—g-oppo”tun—ty ិg–ts
—n 1974 by K—ng, and found –—mself despe”ately look—ng
fo” “ual—ty opponents t–at m—g–t get –—m a t—tle s–ot. In
June, 1974, –e ag”eed to ”ematc– Joe F”az—e”. Qua””y
was t–e same s—ze as at t–e—” ិ”st bout, but F”az—e”, now
212 pounds, was b—gge”. Qua””y attempted to box F”a-
z—e” t–—s t—me, but due to t–e yea”s of pun—s–ment, even
—n t–e ”ecent w—ns aga—nst –a”d –—tte”s Lyle and S–ave”s,
–e was mo”e open to F”az—e”’s s–ots and less mob—le t–an
–e use to be. St”a—g–t away, a dete”m—ned F”az—e” be-

gan to connect –a”d punc–es at t–e p–ys—cally d—m—n—s–ed
Qua””y w–o couldn't muste” t–e movement to evade F”a-
z—e”. Stagge”—ng –—m w—t– a t”adema”k left –ook at t–e
end of t–e ិ”st ”ound, F”az—e” exposed to t–e wo”ld t–at
Qua””y –ad lost –—s once g”eat punc– ”es—stance. F”az—e”
t–en began land—ng sol—dly w—t– bot– –ands to Qua””y’s
–ead and body, beg—nn—ng a s—cken—ng beat down. Qua””y
was al”eady on wobbly legs w–en F”az—e” d”opped w—t– a
–a”d left –ook to t–e stomac– just befo”e t–e bell end—ng
t–e 4t– ”ound. Qua””y was v—s—bly —nju”ed by t–e blow,
but t”—ed unsuccessfully to cont—nue. T–e ិg–t cont—nued,
w—t– F”az—e” back—ng away f”om Qua””y afte” open—ng up
bad cuts ove” bot– eyes. Joe Lou—s, –oweve”, waved F”a-
z—e” back on. Afte” land—ng a few mo”e clean –ead s–ots,
Lou—s ិnally stopped t–e ិg–t ea”ly —n t–e 5t– ”ound, a
one s—ded t–”as–—ng. Lou—s neve” ”efe”eed anot–e” ិg–t.
[10]

Qua””y by now was not t–e same ិg–te” –e used to be,
–—s ”eីexes and punc– ”es—stance we”e muc– d—m—n—s–ed.
But –e was st—ll a talented b—g-name t–at could att”act
c”owds. He –ad made m—ll—ons —n t–e ”—ng w—t–out eve”
be—ng c–amp—on at a t—me w–en few –ad eve” made t–at
muc– money —n box—ng. He cont—nued –—s telev—s—on act-
—ng wo”k, and –ad by now b”—eីy –elped ”oad-manage t–e
”ock band T–”ee Dog N—g–t. Afte” a w—n —n Feb”ua”y,
1975, Qua””y begged to put —n l—ne fo” a ិg–t w—t– con-
tende” Ken No”ton. W–en ិ”st c–o—ces Osca” Bonavena
and J—mmy Young bowed out w—t– —nju”—es, Qua””y was
placed —nto t–e No”ton bout on 18 days not—ce. No”-
ton –ad been t”a—n—ng fo” ិve mont–s. T–e No”ton ិg–t
was Qua””y’s 62nd p”o ិg–t. No”ton, w–o was about t–e
same age as Qua””y, was 32-3. T–e 6' 3 No”ton we—g–ed
218 fo” t–e bout, Qua””y 207 w—t– l—ttle t”a—n—ng befo”e-
–and. Clancy was once aga—n —n Qua””y’s co”ne”. T–e
ិg–t took place Ma”c– 24, 1975. T–e ិg–t was a wa” of
–a”d punc–es, w—t– No”ton connect—ng well ea”ly aga—nst a
Je””y Qua””y w—t– s–ot ”eីexes, a s—tt—ng duck fo” No”ton’s
v—c—ous attacks. He was cut badly —n t–e 3”d ”ound, and
attacked No”ton so t–at –e would –ave a c–ance to w—n
befo”e t–e ិg–t was stopped. No”ton su”v—ved a toug–
Qua””y attack and cont—nued –—s assault. T–e ិg–t was
stopped —n t–e 5t– ”ound afte” Qua””y came unde” a ba”-
”age of clean s–ots to t–e –ead. T–e”e we”e many calls
fo” –—m to ”et—”e afte”wa”ds as —t was ev—dent —n t–e F”a-
z—e” and No”ton ិg–ts t–at –e was a 's–ot' ិg–te”.

Retirement

Qua””y ”et—”ed fo” ove” two and a –alf yea”s afte” t–e No”-
ton ិg–t. H—s ca”ee” ”eco”d was at 50-8-4 at t–—s t—me,
w—t– 32 w—ns by KO. He –ad two losses eac– to F”az—e”
and Al— plus one ap—ece to No”ton, C–uvalo, Ell—s and
Mac–en to t–—s po—nt. He –ad been ”anked as –—g– as t–e
#1 contende” t–”ee t—mes. Well-pa—d and ve”y popula”, —t
was an outstand—ng box—ng ca”ee” to t–—s po—nt. A”guably,
Hall Of Fame cal—be”. At a”ound t–—s t—me, Qua””y s—gned
a cont”act w—t– ABC ( Ame”—can B”oadcast—ng Co”po”a-
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t—on ) to be a box—ng commentato”. Qua””y was ve”y pop-
ula” —n t–—s pos—t—on, d”aw—ng t–e —”e of Howa”d Cosell,
an ABC commentato” be—ng pus–ed out of some wo”k
by Qua””y. In m—d-1977, a ”etu”n matc– was be—ng put
toget–e” w–—c– would put Qua””y —n aga—nst a ”anked
–eavywe—g–t. T–e ”anked –eavywe—g–t would be Ital—an
Lo”enzo Zanon. T–e matc– was to be telev—sed on ABC,
w–e”e Qua””y was cont”acted. But bot– ិg–te”s s—gned to
–ave t–e bout telev—sed on CBS ( Columb—a B”oadcast—ng
System ). W–en Qua””y, w–o often negot—ated –—s own
ិg–t cont”acts, s—gned t–e bout to CBS, –e lost –—s ABC
cont”act. T–e comeback matc– took place —n Novembe”
1977, at Caesa”s Palace —n Las Vegas. Qua””y, we—g–—ng
209, looked slow and a s–ell of –—s fo”me” self, was clea”ly
outboxed ove” seven ”ounds by Zanon. But Qua””y caug–t
–—m w—t– a –a”d ”—g–t —n t–e 8t– ”ound, and won t–e ិg–t
by KO —n t–e 9t–. Desp—te w—nn—ng, —t was a poo” pe”fo”-
mance, and Qua””y ”et—”ed aga—n afte”wa”d, t–—s t—me fo”
almost s—x yea”s.

Du”—ng t–ose yea”s, Qua””y was ma””—ed and d—vo”ced
tw—ce. He also lost a g”eat deal of –—s fo”tune —n fa—led
bus—ness —nvestments. No longe” do—ng telev—s—on wo”k,
–e dec—ded to ”etu”n to t–e ”—ng. W—t– t–e C”u—se”we—g–t
d—v—s—on now c”eated, Qua””y ”etu”ned —n t–at we—g–t
class. W–en –e ”etu”ned —n August, 1983, –e was 38
yea”s old, and –ad been —nsp—”ed by a s—m—la” late-ca”ee”
comeback by Geo”ge Fo”eman. T–oug– appea”—ng to
be —n good –ealt–, Qua””y was —n fact al”eady beg—n-
n—ng to s–ow t–e eាects of –—s lengt–y box—ng ca”ee”.
A Sports Illustrated ”epo”te” was ”esea”c–—ng an a”t—cle
about –ealt– p”oblems among ”et—”ed boxe”s, espec—ally
among t–ose w–o sta”ted as c–—ld boxe”s. T–e ”epo”te”
met Qua””y, and alt–oug– –e appea”ed to be —n good
–ealt–, Qua””y’s pe”fo”mance on seve”al s—mple cogn—t—ve
tests was s–ock—ngly poo”.[11] T–—s was t–e –a”b—nge” of
t–e mental decl—ne t–at would eventually dest”oy t–e last
pa”t of –—s l—fe - dement—a pug—l—st—ca, t–e at”op–y of t–e
b”a—n f”om ”epeated blows to t–e –ead, eventually lead-
—ng to an Alz–e—me”’s-l—ke state. A 1983 CT scan of
Qua””y’s b”a—n done fo” t–e a”t—cle and conិdently ag”eed
to by –—m, s–owed class—c ev—dence of b”a—n at”op–y, —n-
clud—ng t–e c–a”acte”—st—c cavum sept— pelluc—d— found —n
many boxe”s w—t– long ca”ee”s. Desp—te t–ese develop—ng
facts, Qua””y –ad two w—ns —n 1983, but t–e ិg–ts accel-
e”ated –—s mental decl—ne. He ”et—”ed aga—n and was —nac-
t—ve as a boxe” f”om 1984 to 1992, but Qua””y cont—nued
to decl—ne p–ys—cally and mentally.[12] H—s ent—”e box—ng
fo”tune completely gone by 1990, Qua””y ិled fo” So-
c—al Secu”—ty at age 45.[13] Den—ed a box—ng l—cense —n any
states because of –—s cond—t—on, Qua””y found a loop–ole
—n Colo”ado[14][15] t–at allowed –—m to sc–edule an Octo-
be” 30, 1992 bout w—t– Ron C”amne”, a c”u—se”we—g–t 16
yea”s Qua””y’s jun—o”. At age 47 yea”s and 6 mont–s old,
Qua””y p”ov—ded not–—ng mo”e t–an a 6 ”ound punc–—ng
bag fo” t–e younge” ិg–te”, los—ng all s—x ”ounds and t–e
dec—s—on. Only Qua””y’s cou”age and g”eat c–—n let –—m
last t–e full 6 ”ounds. Qua””y was neve” t–e same afte”
t–at ិg–t.

2.17.3 Physical and mental decline

W—t–—n a few yea”s of –—s ិnal bout, Qua””y was un-
able to feed o” d”ess –—mself and –ad to be ca”ed fo”
by ”elat—ves, ma—nly –—s b”ot–e” James - t–e only one of
t–e fou” Qua””y b”ot–e”s not to box p”ofess—onally.[16]

Je””y’s b”ot–e”, M—ke, w–o –ad contended fo” t–e l—g–t-
–eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons–—p, was –—mself beg—nn—ng to
s–ow s—gns of Dement—a pug—l—st—ca —n late” l—fe and d—ed
as a ”esult on June 11, 2006. Anot–e” b”ot–e”, Bobby,
suាe”s f”om Pa”k—nson’s d—sease, bel—eved to be t–e ”esult
of –—s own, less-–e”alded –eavywe—g–t box—ng ca”ee”.

Je””y Qua””y was —nducted —nto t–e Wo”ld Box—ng Hall of
Fame —n 1995.[17] A TV documenta”y s–owed –e seemed
ba”ely awa”e of t–e p”oceed—ngs, t–e dement—a –e suាe”ed
now seve”e. Qua””y was –osp—tal—zed w—t– pneumon—a
on Decembe” 28, 1998 and t–en suាe”ed ca”d—ac a””est.
He neve” ”ega—ned consc—ousness and d—ed on Janua”y 3,
1999. He —s —nte””ed at S–afte” Cemete”y —n S–afte”,
Cal—fo”n—a. A foundat—on was establ—s–ed —n –—s –ono” to
battle box—ng-”elated dement—a, a cond—t—on t–at –as af-
ី—cted many boxe”s and b”oug–t Qua””y’s l—fe to an ea”ly
end.[18]

Legacy

Qua””y’s ove”all p”ofess—onal ”eco”d was 53-9-4 w—t– 32
KOs. He –ad been lauded by countless younge” box—ng
sta”s as an —nsp—”—ng sta” —n t–e spo”t. Sa—d Joe F”az—e”,
—n –—s autob—og”ap–y, of Qua””y: ནA ve”y toug– man. He
could –ave been a wo”ld c–amp—on, but –e cut too eas-
—ly.པ Geo”ge Fo”eman –as also s—m—la”ly lauded Qua””y.
Qua””y foug–t —n w–at –as been called " T–e Golden Age
Of Heavywe—g–t Box—ng ", w–e”e t–e talent level of t–e
spo”t and —ts level of nat—onal —nte”est we”e at a peak. T–e
spo”t of box—ng, and t–e –eavywe—g–t d—v—s—on —n pa”t—c-
ula”, –ave gene”ally decl—ned —n —nte”est w—t–—n t–e fol-
low—ng decades. T–—s —s at least pa”tly due to t–e num-
be” of —nju”—es and —llnesses t–at a”e assoc—ated w—t– t–e
spo”t. Qua””y, Mu–ammad Al— and ot–e”s notable box—ng
sta”s we”e and a”e deb—l—tated ិgu”es —n t–e—” post-ca”ee”
l—ves.[19][16]

2.17.4 Professional boxing record
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2.18 Oscar Bonavena

Oscar Natalio ୬Ringo୭ Bonavena (Septembe” 25,
1942 ཊ May 22, 1976) was an A”gent—n—an –eavywe—g–t
p”ofess—onal boxe” w—t– a ca”ee” ”eco”d of 58 w—ns, 9
losses and 1 d”aw. A ”ugged, w—ld-sw—ng—ng punc–e”, –e
was n—cknamed ནR—ngoཔ because of –—s Beatles –a—”cut,
and enjoyed p”ofess—onal success —n bot– A”gent—na and
t–e Un—ted States. He —s most famous fo” g—v—ng bot– Joe
F”az—e” and Mu–ammad Al— toug– battles.

2.18.1 Life and pro career

Osca” Natal—o Bonavena was bo”n —n Buenos A—”es.

2.18.2 Early career

Bonavena began –—s ea”ly ca”ee” —n New Yo”k unde” t–e
management of Wo”ld Wa” II –e”o and dent—st, Ma”v—n
Goldbe”g. He was known as ནT–e A”gent—ne St”ong-
Boyཔ.

H—s p”o debut was on Feb”ua”y 1, 1964. He soon ”acked
up a “u—ck st”—ng of ea”ly knockouts, but was ove”matc–ed
ea”ly, somet—mes ិg–t—ng tw—ce a mont–, and lost by a de-
c—s—on —n Feb”ua”y 1965 to t–en –—g–ly ”ated Zo”a Folley.
Bonavena was —n only –—s 15t– contest and was fa” too
—nexpe”—enced to t–en ”eally tackle a top vete”an l—ke Fol-
ley.It was a one s—ded contest w—t– Bonavena gett—ng up oា
t–e deck f”om a sma”t ”—g–t –and. Even cou”ageous Os-
ca” looked d—scou”aged and s–aken at t—mes —n t–e late”
”ounds. Howeve”, t–”ee yea”s late” w—t– fa” mo”e expe”—-
ence and t”a—n—ng –e won t–e—” ”ematc– by dec—s—on.

Afte” t–at, –e ”etu”ned to A”gent—na, w–e”e –—s w—nn—ng
and knockout st”eak cont—nued. But —n m—d 1966 –e was
ent—ced back to New Yo”k fo” a matc– w—t– ”ugged con-
tende” Geo”ge C–uvalo.

T–e f”ee-sw—ng—ng Bonavena soon ”an —nto t”ouble outs—de
t–e ”—ng. He called Mu–ammad Al— a black kanga”oo and
even a c–—cken fo” d”aft dodg—ng. Al— was fu”—ous. Osca”
was one of t–e few people to upstage Al— —n p”e-ិg–t p”ess
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confe”ences. W–en, muc– late”, –e saw Al— seated ”—ng-
s—de at t–e Geo”ge Fo”eman-Ken No”ton ិg–t, –e went
ove” and sta”ted a b—g slang—ng matc–. In –—s p”e-ិg–t
p”ess confe”ence w—t– F”az—e”, Bonavena needled eាec-
t—vely by —mply—ng t–at F”az—e” –ad a pe”sonal –yg—ene
p”oblem. He would sta”t sn—ឹng and g”—mace. Law-
su—ts we”e b”oug–t about by ”epo”te”s w—t– b”oken cam-
e”as; and ot–e” suc– ནcolo”fulཔ be–av—o”. He was always
volat—le, as t”a—ne”s soon d—scove”ed.[1][2]

Big name contests, Chuvalo and Frazier

Bonavena ិ”st came to w—de publ—c attent—on afte” a
ិne pe”fo”mance defeat—ng ”ated contende” and Cana-
d—an c–amp—on Geo”ge C–uvalo, box—ng tec–n—cally bet-
te” t–an expected and late” go—ng t–e d—stance aga—nst t–e
young –a”d-–—tt—ng g”eat Joe F”az—e”. In t–—s t–e—” ិ”st
ិg–t, Bonavena –ad t–e futu”e c–amp—on down tw—ce —n
t–e second ”ound befo”e F”az—e” ”all—ed to w—n by dec—-
s—on —n t–e 10t– ”ound.

WBA elimination contests

In 1967, afte” t–e Wo”ld Box—ng Assoc—at—on st”—pped
Mu–ammad Al— of t–e t—tle fo” ”efus—ng to be —nducted
—nto t–e U.S. m—l—ta”y, Bonavena pa”t—c—pated —n t–at sanc-
t—on—ng body’s 1967 tou”nament to c”own a new –eavy-
we—g–t c–amp—on. In a st”ong pe”fo”mance –e decked
favou”ed Eu”opean c–amp—on Ka”l M—ldenbe”ge” fou”
t—mes,[3] w—nn—ng by a dec—s—on —n F”ankfu”t, West Ge”-
many. But –e was –—mself knocked down tw—ce and
clea”ly outboxed by eventual tou”nament w—nne” J—mmy
Ell—s —n t–e sem—-ិnals —n Lou—sv—lle, los—ng by unan—mous
dec—s—on —n an upset. Many deemed —t t–e best w—n of El-
l—s’s ca”ee”.[4] Inc—dentally, Bonavena –ad been sc–eduled
to ិg–t Al— —n Tokyo —n May 1967, but t–e bout was not to
be w–en Al— was st”—pped of –—s t—tle. T–ey'd matc– late”.

World Title shot, the Frazier rematch

T–e follow—ng yea”, —n 1968,afte” outpo—nt—ng Leot—sMa”-
t—n, –e got a ”ematc– w—t– F”az—e” fo” t–e –eavywe—g–t t—tle
—n P–—ladelp–—a. Afte” a g”uel—ng ិfteen ”ounds Bonavena
lost t–e ”ematc– by dec—s—on, ិg–t—ng mo”e defens—vely
t–an p”ev—ous. He d—d leave w—t– a se”—ously batte”ed face
p–otog”ap–ed —n t–e R—ng magaz—ne. Howeve”, –e –ad
won ”espect.

In 1969 –e got a d”aw —n a ”ematc– w—t– talented G”ego”—o
Pe”alta, w–o –e'd outpo—nted fou” yea”s ea”l—e” fo” t–e A”-
gent—ne t—tle, and won –—s t–”ee ot–e” contests by knock
out.

Versus Ali

In Decembe” 1970, –e foug–t Al— atMad—son S“ua”e Ga”-
den, —n t–e fo”me” c–amp’s second bout afte” –—s t–”ee-
yea” layoា. Bonavena abso”bed pun—s–ment t–”oug–out
but foug–t well, gett—ng t–”oug– w—t– va”—ous –ead and
body punc–es. Howeve”, —n t–e 15t– ”ound, Al— caug–t
Osca” ”us–—ng —n and decked –—m w—t– a pe”fectly placed
left –ook. Bonavena got up, but was clea”ly not fully ”e-
cove”ed. Al— decked –—m tw—ce mo”e, and t–e ិg–t was
automat—cally stopped unde” t–e t–”ee knockdown ”ule,
g—v—ng Al— a TKO (tec–n—cal knockout). T–e end—ng was
somew–at cont”ove”s—al, as Al— stood ove” Bonavena as
Bonavena was gett—ng up, neve” go—ng to a neut”al co”-
ne” as t–e ”ules of box—ng ”e“u—”e, w–—c– allowed Al— to
“u—ckly knockdown Bonavena tw—ce mo”e and automat—-
cally end t–e ិg–t.[5][6] T–e knockout by Al— was t–e only
t—me —n Bonavena’s ca”ee” –e lost by a knockout.

Other matches

Afte” t–e loss to Al— —n 1970 –e –ad a b”utally toug–matc–
w—t– unde””ated Alv—n Lew—s. Bonavena foug–t —nte”m—t-
tently fo” t–e next few yea”s. A g”ega”—ous pa”ty man, –e
enjoyed l—fe fully.

Eventually losses to Floyd Patte”son —n 1972 and Ron
Lyle —n 1974 eាect—vely put –—m to lowe” ”ank—ng con-
tende” status, alt–oug– –e d—d well enoug– —n bot– t–ese
matc–es. In t–e Patte”son ិg–t –e b”oke –—s left –and
ea”ly, poss—bly afte” deck—ng Patte”son —n t–e fou”t–, and
”ema—ned an advanc—ng t–”eat to t–e ិnal bell. It was
a”ound 1973 a poss—ble matc– w—t– a t–en on t–e ”—se Ken
No”ton was be—ng planned but, unfo”tunately fo” fans, —t
neve” mate”—al—sed.[7]

On Feb”ua”y 26, 1976, ove”we—g–t and slugg—s– Bonavena
foug–t w–at would be –—s last ិg–t, w—nn—ng a ten-”ound
dec—s—on ove” t–e un”anked B—lly Jo—ne” —n Reno.[8]

2.18.3 Death

Joe Confo”te, owne” of t–e Mustang Ranc– b”ot–el nea”
Reno, Nevada, b”oug–t Bonavena to Reno —n 1975 to p”o-
mote a se”—es of ិg–ts and to t”a—n on t–e 440-ac”e (1.8
km2) p”ope”ty. Bonavena became f”—endly w—t– Con-
fo”te’s w—fe Sally Bu”gess, 26 yea”s Bonavena’s sen—o”,
and t–e two ី—”ted openly.[8] A late” —nvest—gat—on con-
cluded t–at t–ey began an aាa—”.[9] He s—gned a cont”act
mak—ng t–e fo”me” madam –—s manage”, alt–oug– s–e –ad
neve” managed a ិg–te” befo”e. He ga—ned we—g–t and –—s
cond—t—on dete”—o”ated.

T–e ”anc– –ad been bu”ned down by appa”ent a”son some
mont–s ea”l—e”, and –ad been ”ebu—lt, w—t– ove” 100 bed-
”ooms and fancy su—tes t–at —ncluded a ནBlue Roomཔ.
Joe Confo”te was not p”esent at t–e g”and ”eopen—ng —n
ea”lyMay 1976, but Bonavena c—”culated among t–e 4000
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guests, smok—ng b—g c—ga”s and g”eet—ng some w—t– ནHow
you l—ke my new jo—nt?"[8]

Confo”te ban—s–ed Bonavena and Sally Bu”gess f”om t–e
”anc– two days late”. T–ey we”e wa”ned to stay away,
and gua”ds we”e o”de”ed to stop t–em —f t–ey t”—ed to ”e-
ente”. Confo”te moved out of t–e fam—ly –ouse —n town
–e s–a”ed w—t– Sally, and —nto t–e Blue Room. W—lla”d
Ross B”yme”, Confo”te’s ex-conv—ct pe”sonal bodygua”d
and secu”—ty gua”d at t–e ”anc–, was ”ecalled f”om a t”—p.
B”yme” cleaned out Bonavena’s t”a—le”, and bu”ned –—s pa-
pe”s and clot–es —n t–e st”eet. At t–e fam—ly –ouse, Sally
was plagued by ut—l—ty s–utoាs and ot–e” –a”assment.[8]

OnMay 19, Sally and Bonavena compla—ned to t–e county
s–e”—ា about t–e –a”assment and d”ove to San F”anc—sco
(about 230 m—les) to ”eplace Bonavena’s bu”ned passpo”t.
T–ey stayed ove”n—g–t, tak—ng adjo—n—ng ”ooms, and ”e-
tu”ned to Reno t–e next day.[8]

At 6:00 a.m. on Satu”day May 22, Bonavena d”ove up
to t–e locked gate at t–e Mustang Ranc– and ”ang t–e
bell. He exc–anged wo”ds w—t– an una”med gua”d and
demanded to see Confo”te. B”yme” stepped t–”oug– t–e
k—tc–en doo” w—t– a –—g–-powe”ed ”—ីe. T–e gua”d at t–e
gate told Bonavena to leave. As Bonavena stepped be–—nd
–—s ca”, someone sa—d ནf”eezeཔ and Bonavena was s–ot
t–”oug– t–e –ea”t, e—t–e” by B”yme” o” f”om a ”ea” gua”d
towe”.[8][10][11] A snub-nosed .38 ”evolve” was found —n
–—s boot. Fou” days late”, Sally ”etu”ned to t–e ”anc– and
took ove”, ិ”—ng t–e a”med gua”ds and t–e ex-conv—cts.[8]

An —nvest—gat—on concluded t–at Bonavena was –av—ng an
aាa—” w—t– Sally and –ad b”agged about tak—ng ove” t–e
Mustang Ranc–,[9] and t–at gua”ds –ad o”de”s to s–oot
Bonavena —f –e s–owed up.[12] O”—g—nally c–a”ged w—t–
mu”de”, B”yme” pleaded gu—lty to volunta”y manslaug–te”
and se”ved only 15 mont–s —n p”—son.[12]

Bonavena’s body was ”etu”ned to A”gent—na to l—e —n state
at t–e Luna Pa”k spo”ts a”ena —n Buenos A—”es, w–e”e
150,000 people ិled by. He —s bu”—ed —n t–e La C–aca”—ta
Cemete”y —n Buenos A—”es.

2.18.4 Professional boxing record

2.18.5 See also

• Lu—s Ángel F—”po

• José Ma”ía Gat—ca

• Justo Suá”ez
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2.19 Joe Frazier

Fo” ot–e” uses, see Joe F”az—e” (d—samb—guat—on).

Joseph William ୬Joe୭ Frazier (Janua”y 12, 1944 ཊ
Novembe” 7, 2011), n—cknamed ནSmok—n' Joeཔ, was an
Ame”—can p”ofess—onal boxe”, Olymp—c gold medal—st and
und—sputed wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on, w–ose p”ofes-
s—onal ca”ee” lasted f”om 1965 to 1976, w—t– a one-ិg–t
comeback —n 1981. F”az—e” was known fo” –—s s–ee”
st”engt–, du”ab—l—ty, punc– powe” and all-out ”elentless at-
tack.
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F”az—e” eme”ged as t–e top contende” —n t–e late 1960s,
defeat—ng opponents t–at —ncluded Je””y Qua””y, Osca”
Bonavena, Buste” Mat–—s, Edd—e Mac–en, Doug Jones,
Geo”ge C–uvalo and J—mmy Ell—s en ”oute to becom-
—ng und—sputed –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on —n 1970, and fol-
lowed up by defeat—ng Mu–ammad Al— by unan—mous de-
c—s—on —n t–e –—g–ly ant—c—pated "F—g–t of t–e Centu”y" —n
1971. Two yea”s late” F”az—e” lost –—s t—tle w–en –e was
knocked out by Geo”ge Fo”eman. He foug–t on, beat—ng
Joe Bugne”, los—ng a ”ematc– to Al— and beat—ng Qua””y
and Ell—s aga—n.

F”az—e”’s last wo”ld t—tle c–allenge came —n 1975, but –e
was beaten by Al— —n t–e—” b”utal ”ubbe”matc–. He ”e-
t—”ed —n 1976 follow—ng a second loss to Fo”eman. He
made a comeback —n 1981, ិg–t—ng just once, befo”e ”e-
t—”—ng. T–e Inte”nat—onal Box—ng Resea”c– O”gan—zat—on
(IBRO) ”ates F”az—e” among t–e ten g”eatest –eavywe—g–ts
of all t—me.[2] In 1999, The Ringmagaz—ne ”anked –—m t–e
8t– g”eatest –eavywe—g–t.[3] He —s an —nductee of bot– t–e
Inte”nat—onal Box—ng Hall of Fame and t–e Wo”ld Box—ng
Hall of Fame.

F”az—e”’s style was often compa”ed to t–at of Hen”y A”m-
st”ong and occas—onally Rocky Ma”c—ano, dependent on
bobb—ng, weav—ng and ”elentless p”essu”e to wea” down
–—s opponents. H—s best known punc– was a powe”ful left
–ook, w–—c– accounted fo” most of –—s knockouts. In –—s
ca”ee” –e lost to only two ិg–te”s, bot– fo”me” Olymp—c
and wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons: tw—ce to Mu–ammad
Al—, and tw—ce to Geo”ge Fo”eman.

Afte” ”et—”—ng, F”az—e” made cameo appea”ances —n sev-
e”al Hollywood mov—es, and two ep—sodes of The Simp-
sons. H—s son Ma”v—s became a boxe”ཋt”a—ned by F”a-
z—e” –—mselfཋbut was unable to matc– –—s fat–e”’s suc-
cess. H—s daug–te” Jack—e F”az—e”-Lyde also boxed p”o-
fess—onally. F”az—e” cont—nued to t”a—n ិg–te”s —n –—s gym
—n P–—ladelp–—a. H—s late” yea”s saw pe”—od—c —nsults and
b—tte” feel—ngs towa”ds Al—, —nte”spe”sed w—t– b”—ef ”econ-
c—l—at—ons.

F”az—e” was d—agnosed w—t– l—ve” cance” —n late Septembe”
2011 and adm—tted to –osp—ce ca”e.[4] He d—ed Novembe”
7, 2011.[5]

2.19.1 Early life

Joe F”az—e” was t–e 12t– c–—ld bo”n to Dolly Alston-
F”az—e” and Rub—n —n Beaufo”t, Sout– Ca”ol—na. He was
”a—sed —n a ”u”al commun—ty of Beaufo”t called Lau”el
Bay.[6][7] F”az—e” sa—d –e was always close to –—s fat–e”,
w–o ca””—ed –—m w–en –e was a toddle” ནove” t–e 10 ac”es
of fa”mlandཔ t–e F”az—e”s wo”ked as s–a”ec”oppe”s ནto t–e
st—ll w–e”e –e made –—s bootleg co”n l—“uo”, and —nto town
on Satu”days to buy t–e necess—t—es t–at a fam—ly of 10
needed.པ Young F”az—e” was aាect—onately called ནB—ll—e
Boy.པ[6]

Rub—n F”az—e” –ad –—s left –and bu”ned and pa”t of –—s

fo”ea”m amputated —n a t”acto” acc—dent t–e yea” –—s son
was bo”n. Rub—n F”az—e” and –—s w—fe Dolly –ad been
—n t–e—” ca” w–en A”t–u” Sm—t–, w–o unfo”tunately was
d”unk, passed by and made a move fo” Dolly and was ”e-
buាed. Stefan Gallucc—, a local ba”keep, ”ecounted t–e
expe”—ence. W–en t–e F”az—e”s d”ove away Sm—t– ិ”ed at
t–em seve”al t—mes, –—tt—ng Dolly —n t–e foot and Rub—n
seve”al t—mes —n –—s a”m. Sm—t– was conv—cted and sent
to p”—son, but –e d—d not stay long. Dolly F”az—e” sa—d, ནIf
you we”e a good wo”kman, t–e w–—te man took you out
of ja—l and kept you busy on t–e fa”m.པ[8]

F”az—e”’s pa”ents wo”ked t–e—” fa”m w—t– two mules,
named Buck and Jenny. T–e fa”m land was w–at count”y
people called ནw–—te d—”t, w–—c– —s anot–e” way of say—ng
—t —sn't wo”t– a damn.པ T–ey could not g”ow peas o” co”n
on —t, only cotton and wate”melons.[8]

In t–e ea”ly 1950s, F”az—e”’s fat–e” boug–t a black and
w–—te telev—s—on. T–e fam—ly and ot–e”s nea”by came
to watc– box—ng matc–es on —t. F”az—e”’s mot–e” sold
d”—nks fo” a “ua”te” as t–ey watc–ed boxe”s l—ke Suga”
Ray Rob—nson, Rocky Ma”c—ano, W—ll—e Pep and Rocky
G”az—ano. One n—g–t F”az—e”’s Uncle Is”ael not—ced –—s
stocky bu—ld. ནT–at boy t–e”e...t–at boy —s gonna be an-
ot–e” Joe Lou—s" –e ”ema”ked. T–e wo”ds made an —m-
p”ess—on on Joe. H—s classmates at sc–ool would g—ve –—m
a sandw—c– o” a “ua”te” to walk w—t– t–em at ិnal bell
so t–at bull—es would not bot–e” t–em. F”az—e” sa—d, ནAny
'scambooga–' (a d—s”espectful, low-down and foul pe”son)
w–o got —n my face would soon ”eg”et —t; B—ll—e Boy could
k—ck anybody’s ass.པ T–e day afte” –—s Uncle’s comment,
F”az—e” ិlled old bu”lap sack w—t– ”ags, co”ncobs, a b”—ck,
and Span—s– moss. He –ung t–e makes–—ft –eavybag f”om
an oak t”ee —n t–e backya”d. ནFo” t–e next 6, 7 yea”s,
damn nea” eve”y day I'd –—t t–at –eavybag fo” an –ou” at
a t—me. I'd w”ap my –ands w—t– a neckt—e of my Daddy’s,
o” a stock—ng of my Momma’s o” s—ste”’s, and get to —tཔ
Joe ”ema”ked.[9]

Not long afte” F”az—e” sta”ted wo”k—ng, –—s left a”m was
se”—ously —nju”ed ”unn—ng t–e fam—ly’s 300 pound –og.
One day F”az—e” poked t–e –og w—t– a st—ck and ”an away.
Howeve”, t–e gate to t–e p—gpen was open and t–e –og
c–ased –—m. F”az—e” fell and –—t –—s left a”m on a b”—ck.
H—s a”m was to”n badly, but as t–e fam—ly could not aាo”d
a docto”, t–e a”m –ad to –eal on —ts own. Joe was neve”
able to keep —t fully st”a—g–t aga—n.[10]

By t–e t—me F”az—e” was 15 yea”s old, –e was wo”k—ng
on a fa”m fo” a fam—ly named Bellamy. T–ey we”e bot–
w–—temen,Macw–owas t–e younge” of t–e two andmo”e
easy go—ng, and J—m w–o was a l—ttle ”oug–e” and some-
w–at backwa”d. One day a l—ttle black boy of about 12
yea”s old, damaged one of t–e Bellamy’s t”acto”s w—t–out
mean—ng to. J—m Bellamy became so en”aged –e took oា
–—s belt and w–—pped t–e boy w—t– –—s belt ”—g–t t–e”e —n
t–e ិeld. Joe saw t–e event and went back to t–e pack-
—ng –ouse on t–e fa”m and told –—s black f”—ends w–at –e
–ad seen. It wasn't long befo”e J—m Bellamy saw Joe and
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asked –—m w–y –e told w–at –e –ad w—tnessed. Joe t–en
told Bellamy –e d—dn't know w–at –e was talk—ng about,
but Bellamy d—dn't bel—eve Joe and t–”eatened Joe to get
oា t–e fa”m befo”e –e took oា –—s belt aga—n. Joe told
–—m –e bette” keep –—s pants up because –e wasn't go—ng
to use –—s belt on –—m. J—m t–en analyzed Joe fo” a b—t and
eventually sa—d ནGo on, get t–e –ell outta –e”e.པ Joe knew
f”om t–at moment —t was t—me fo” –—m to leave Beaufo”t;
–e could only see –a”d t—mes and low-”ent fo” –—mself.
Even –—s Momma could see —t. S–e told Joe ནSon, —f you
can't get along w—t– t–e w–—te folks, t–en leave –ome be-
cause I don't want anyt–—ng to –appen to you.པ[11]

T–e t”a—n fa”e f”om Beaufo”t to t–e c—t—es up No”t– was
costly, and t–e closest bus-stop was —n C–a”leston, 96
m—les (154 km) away. Luck—ly by 1958, t–e bus (T–eDog,
as called by locals —n Beaufo”t) –ad ិnally made Beaufo”t
a stop on —ts Sout– Ca”ol—na ”oute. Joe –ad a b”ot–e”,
Tommy, —n New Yo”k. He was told –e could stay w—t–
Tommy and –—s fam—ly. Joe –ad to save up a b—t befo”e
–e could make t–e bus t”—p to New Yo”k and st—ll –ave
some money —n –—s pocket, and so ិ”st –e went to wo”k
at t–e local Coca-Cola plant. Joe ”ema”ked t–at t–e w–—te
guy would d”—ve t–e t”uck and –e would do t–e ”eal wo”k,
stack—ng and unload—ng t–e c”ates. Joe stayed w—t– Coca-
Cola unt—l t–e gove”nment began bu—ld—ng –ouses fo” t–e
ma”—nes stat—oned at Pa””—s Island; at w–—c– t—me –e was
–—”ed on a wo”k c”ew.

N—ne mont–s eventually passed s—nce –e got t–e boot f”om
t–e Bellamy fa”m. One day, w—t– no fanfa”e, no tea”-
ful goodbyes, Joe packed “u—ckly and got t–e ិ”st bus
–ead—ng no”t–wa”d. He ិnally settled —n P–—ladelp–—a, ནI
cl—mbed on t–e Dog’s back and ”ode t–”oug– t–e n—g–tཔ
Joe ”ema”ked. ནIt was 1959, I was 15 yea”s old and I was
on my own.པ[12]

2.19.2 Amateur career

Du”—ng F”az—e”’s amateu” ca”ee”, –e won Golden Gloves
Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—ps —n 1962, 1963 and 1964.
H—s only loss —n t–”ee yea”s as an amateu” was to Buste”
Mat–—s.[13] Mat–—s would p”ove to be Joe’s b—ggest obsta-
cle to mak—ng t–e 1964 U.S. Olymp—c Box—ng team. T–ey
met —n t–e ិnal of t–e U.S. Olymp—c T”—al at t–e New
Yo”k Wo”ld’s Fa—” —n t–e summe” of 1964. T–e—” ិg–t
was sc–eduled fo” t–”ee ”ounds and t–ey foug–t w—t– 10
oz gloves and w—t– –eadgea”, even t–oug– t–e boxe”s w–o
made —t to Tokyo would wea” no –eadgea” and would wea”
8 oz gloves. Joe was eage” to get back at Mat–—s fo” –—s
only amateu” loss and KO'd two opponents to get to t–e
ិnals. But once aga—n, w–en t–e dust settled, t–e judges
–ad called —t fo” Mat–—s, undese”vedly Joe t–oug–t. ནAll
t–at fat boy –ad done was ”un l—ke a t–—ef- –—t me w—t– a
peck and backpedal l—ke c”azy.པ Joe would ”ema”k.[13]

Mat–—s –ad wo”n –—s t”unks ve”y –—g–, so t–at w–en Joe
–—t Mat–—s w—t– leg—t—mate body s–ots t–e ”efe”ee took a
d—m v—ew of t–em. In t–e second ”ound, t–e ”efe”ee –ad

gone so fa” as to penal—ze Joe two po—nts fo” –—tt—ng be-
low t–e belt. ནIn a t–”ee-”ound bout a man can't aាo”d a
po—nts deduct—on l—ke t–at,པ Joe would say. Joe t–en ”e-
tu”ned to P–—ladelp–—a feel—ng as low as –e'd eve” been and
was even t–—nk—ng of g—v—ng up box—ng. Duke Dugent and
–—s t”a—ne” Yank Du”–am we”e able to talk Joe out of –—s
dold”ums and even suggested Joe make t–e t”—p to Tokyo
as an alte”nate, —n case somet–—ng –appened to Mat–—s.
Joe ag”eed and w–—le t–e”e, –e was a wo”k–o”se, spa””—ng
w—t– any of t–e Olymp—c boxe”s w–o wanted some act—on.
"M—ddlewe—g–t, l—g–t –eavywe—g–t, —t d—dn't matte” to me,
I got —n t–e”e and boxed all come”sཔ Joe would say. In
cont”ast, Mat–—s was slack—ng oា. In t–e mo”n—ng, w–en
t–eOlymp—c teamwould do t–e—” ”oadwo”k,Mat–—s would
”un a m—le, t–en sta”t walk—ng say—ng ནGo a–ead, b—g Joe.
I'll catc– up.པ H—s amateu” ”eco”d was 38ཊ2.[14]

2.19.3 1964 Olympics

In 1964 –eavywe—g–t ”ep”esentat—ve Buste” Mat–—s “ual-
—ិed but was —nju”ed so F”az—e” was sent as a ”eplace-
ment. At t–e Heavywe—g–t box—ng event, F”az—e” knocked
out Geo”ge Oywello of Uganda —n t–e ិ”st ”ound, t–en
knocked out At–olMcQueen of Aust”al—a 40 seconds —nto
t–e t–—”d ”ound. He was t–en —nto t–e sem—-ិnal, as t–e
only Ame”—can boxe” left, fac—ng t–e 6 foot 4, 230 lb.
Vad—m Yemelyanov of t–e Sov—et Un—on.[15]

ནMy left –ook was a –eat seek—ng m—ss—le, ca”een—ng oា
–—s face and body t—me and aga—n. Tw—ce —n t–e second
”ound I knocked –—m to t–e canvas. But as I pounded
away, I felt a jolt of pa—n s–oot t–”oug– my left a”m. Oh
damn, the thumb." Joe would say. Joe knew —mmed—ately
t–e t–umb of –—s left –and was damaged, t–oug– –e wasn't
su”e as to t–e extent. ནIn t–e m—dst of t–e ិg–t, w—t– you”
ad”enal—ne pump—ng, —t’s –a”d to gauge suc– t–—ngs. My
m—nd was on mo”e —mpo”tant matte”s. L—ke –ow I was
go—ng to deal w—t– Yemelyanov fo” t–e ”est of t–e ិg–t.པ
T–e matc– ended w–en t–e Sov—et’s –andle”s t–”ew —n t–e
towel at 1:49 —n t–e second ”ound, and t–e ”efe”ee ”a—sed
Joe’s —nju”ed –and —n v—cto”y.

Now t–at Joe was —nto t–e ិnal, –e d—dn't ment—on –—s b”o-
ken t–umb to anyone. He went back to –—s ”oom and
soaked –—s t–umb —n –ot wate” and Epsom salts. ནPa—n
o” not, Joe F”az—e” of Beaufo”t, Sout– Ca”ol—na, was go-
—ng fo” gold.པ Joe p”ocla—med. Joe would ិg–t a 30-yea”-
old Ge”man mec–an—c named Hans Hube”, w–o fa—led to
make —t on t–e Ge”man Olymp—c w”estl—ng team. By now
Joe was used to ិg–t—ng b—gge” guys, but –e was not used
to do—ng —t w—t– a damaged left –and. W–en t–e open-
—ng bell sounded on ិg–t n—g–t, Joe came out and sta”ted
w—ng—ng punc–es, –e t–”ew –—s ”—g–t –and mo”e t–an usual
t–at n—g–t. Eve”y so often –e'd used –—s left –ook, but
not–—ng landed w—t– t–e k—nd of —mpact –e managed —n
p”ev—ous bouts. Unde” Olymp—c ”ules, 5 judges judge a
bout, and t–at n—g–t t–”ee voted fo” Joe.[16]
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2.19.4 Professional career

Afte” F”az—e” won t–e USA’s only 1964 Olymp—c box—ng
gold medal, –—s t”a—ne” Yancey ནYankཔ Du”–am –elped
put toget–e” Clove”lay, a g”oup of local bus—nessmen (—n-
clud—ng a young La””y Me”c–ant) w–o —nvested —n F”a-
z—e”’s p”ofess—onal ca”ee” and allowed –—m to t”a—n full-
t—me. Du”–am was F”az—e”’s c–—ef t”a—ne” and manage”
unt—l Du”–am’s deat– —n August 1973.

F”az—e” tu”ned p”ofess—onal —n 1965, defeat—ng Woody
Goss by a tec–n—cal knockout —n t–e ិ”st ”ound. He
won t–”ee mo”e ិg–ts t–at yea”, all by knockout, none
go—ng past t–e t–—”d ”ound. Late” t–at yea”, –e was —n
a t”a—n—ng acc—dent, w–e”e –e suាe”ed an —nju”y w–—c–
left –—m legally bl—nd —n –—s left eye.[17] Du”—ng p”e-ិg–t
p–ys—cals, afte” ”ead—ng t–e eye c–a”t w—t– –—s ”—g–t eye,
w–en p”ompted to cove” –—s ot–e” eye, F”az—e” sw—tc–ed
–ands, but cove”ed –—s left eye fo” a second t—me, and state
at–let—c comm—ss—on p–ys—c—ans seemed w—ll—ng to tu”n a
bl—nd eye to t–e —nju”y.[18]

Joe’s second contest was of —nte”est —n t–at –e was decked
—n ”ound 1 by M—ke B”uce. F”az—e” took an ན8པ count
by ”efe”ee Bob Pol—s but ”all—ed fo” a TKO ove” B”uce —n
”ound 3.[19]

In 1966, as F”az—e”’s ca”ee” was tak—ng oា, Du”–am con-
tacted LosAngeles t”a—ne” Edd—e Futc–. T–e twomen –ad
neve” met, but Du”–am –ad –ea”d of Futc– t–”oug– t–e
latte”’s ”eputat—on as one of t–e most ”espected t”a—ne”s —n
box—ng. F”az—e” was sent to Los Angeles to t”a—n, befo”e
Futc– ag”eed to jo—n Du”–am as an ass—stant t”a—ne”. W—t–
Futc–’s ass—stance, Du”–am a””anged t–”ee ិg–ts —n Los
Angeles aga—nst jou”neyman Al Jones, vete”an contende”
Edd—e Mac–en and Geo”ge ནSc”ap I”onཔ Jo–nson. F”az—e”
knocked out Jones and Mac–en, but su”p”—s—ngly went 10
”ounds w—t– jou”neyman Jo–nson to w—n a unan—mous de-
c—s—on. Jo–nson –ad appa”ently bet all –—s pu”se t–at –e'd
su”v—ve to t–e ិnal bell, noted Ring Magazine, and some-
–ow –e ac–—eved —t. But Jo–nson was known —n t–e t”ade
as ན—mposs—bly du”ableཔ.

Afte” t–e Jo–nson matc–, Futc– became a full-ីedged
membe” of t–e F”az—e” camp as an ass—stant t”a—ne” and
st”ateg—st, w–o adv—sed Du”–am on matc–mak—ng. It was
Futc– w–o suggested t–at F”az—e” boycott t–e 1967 WBA
Heavywe—g–t El—m—nat—on Tou”nament to ិnd a successo”
to Mu–ammad Al— afte” t–e Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on was
st”—pped of –—s t—tle fo” ”efus—ng to be —nducted —nto t–e
m—l—ta”y, alt–oug– F”az—e” was t–e top-”anked contende”
at t–e t—me.

Futc– p”oved —nvaluable to F”az—e” as an ass—stant t”a—ne”,
–elp—ng mod—fy –—s style. Unde” –—s tutelage, F”az—e”
adopted t–e bob-and-weave defens—ve style, mak—ng –—m
mo”e d—ឹcult fo” talle” opponents to punc–, w–—le g—v—ng
F”az—e” mo”e powe” w—t– –—s own punc–es. W–—le Futc–
”ema—ned based —n Los Angeles, w–e”e –e wo”ked as a
supe”v—so” w—t– t–e U.S. Postal Se”v—ce, –e was ីown to
P–—ladelp–—a to wo”k w—t– F”az—e” du”—ng t–e ិnal p”epa-

”at—ons fo” all of –—s ិg–ts.

Afte” Du”–am d—ed of a st”oke on August 30, 1973, Futc–
was asked to succeed –—m as F”az—e”’s –ead t”a—ne” and
manage”ཋat t–e same t—me –e was t”a—n—ng –eavywe—g–t
contende” Ken No”ton. No”ton lost a ”ematc– aga—nst Al—
less t–an two weeks afte” Du”–am’s deat–. At t–at po—nt,
No”ton’s manage”s, Robe”t B—”on and Aa”on R—vk—nd, de-
manded t–at Futc– c–oose between t”a—n—ng F”az—e” and
No”ton, w—t– Futc– c–oos—ng F”az—e”.

Mid to late 1960s

Now —n –—s second yea”, —n Septembe” 1966 and some-
w–at g”een, F”az—e” won a close dec—s—on ove” ”ugged con-
tende” Osca” Bonavena, desp—te Bonavena ីoo”—ng –—m
tw—ce —n t–e second ”ound. A t–—”d knockdown —n t–at
”ound would –ave ended t–e ិg–t unde” t–e t–”ee knock-
down ”ule. F”az—e” ”all—ed and won a dec—s—on afte” 12
”ounds. T–e Mac–en w—n followed t–—s contest.

In 1967 F”az—e” sto”med a–ead w—nn—ng all s—x of –—s
ិg–ts, —nclud—ng a s—xt–-”ound knockout of Doug Jones
and a b”utal fou”t– ”ound (TKO) of Canad—an Geo”ge
C–uvalo. No boxe” –ad eve” stopped C–uvalo befo”e, al-
t–oug– F”az—e”, desp—te t–e stoppage, was unable to ីoo”
C–uvalo, w–o would neve” be d”opped —n –—s ent—”e ca”ee”
desp—te –—m ិg–t—ng countless top names.

By Feb”ua”y 1967 Joe –ad sco”ed 14 w—ns and –—s sta”
was beg—nn—ng to ”—se. T–—s culm—nated w—t– –—s ិ”st ap-
pea”ance on t–e cove” of Ring Magazine. In t–—s mont–
–e met Al—, w–o –adn't yet been st”—pped of –—s t—tle. Al—
sa—d Joe would neve” stand a c–ance of ནw–—pp—ngཔ –—m,
not even —n –—s w—ldest d”eams. Late” t–at yea”, Mu–am-
mad Al— was st”—pped of –—s wo”ld –eavywe—g–t t—tle due
to –—s ”efusal to be —nducted —nto t–e m—l—ta”y du”—ng t–e
V—etnam Wa”.

To ិll t–e vacancy, t–e New Yo”k State At–let—c Com-
m—ss—on –eld a bout between F”az—e” and Buste” Mat–—s,
bot– undefeated go—ng —nto t–e matc–, w—t– t–e w—nne” to
be ”ecogn—zed as ནWo”ld C–amp—onཔ by t–e state of New
Yo”k. Alt–oug– t–e ិg–t was not ”ecogn—zed as a Wo”ld
C–amp—ons–—p bout by some, F”az—e” won by a knockout
—n t–e 11t– ”ound and staked a cla—m to t–e Heavywe—g–t
C–amp—ons–—p. He t–en defended –—s cla—m by beat—ng
–a”d –—tt—ng p”ospect Manuel Ramos of Mex—co —n two
”ounds.

He closed 1968 by aga—n beat—ng Osca” Bonavena v—a a
15-”ound dec—s—on —n a –a”d-foug–t ”ematc–. Bonavena
foug–t somew–at defens—vely, allow—ng –—mself to be of-
ten bulled to t–e ”opes, w–—c– let F”az—e” bu—ld a w—de
po—nts ma”g—n. Ring Magazine s–owed Bonavena afte”-
wa”ds w—t– a g”uesomely b”u—sed face. It –ad been a pun-
—s–—ng matc–.

1969 saw F”az—e” defend –—s NYSAC t—tle —n Texas, beat-
—ng Dave Zyglew—cz, w–o'd only lost once —n 29 ិg–ts,
by a ិ”st-”ound knockout. T–en –e beat Je””y Qua””y —n
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a 7t– ”ound stoppage. T–e compet—t—ve, exc—t—ng matc–
w—t– Qua””y was named 1969 Ring Magazine ិg–t of t–e
yea”. F”az—e” s–owed –e could do a lot mo”e t–an just slug.
He'd used –—s newly –oned defens—ve sk—lls to sl—p, bob
and weave a ba””age of Qua””y punc–es desp—te Qua””y’s
”eputat—on as an excellent counte” punc–—ng –eavywe—g–t.

Wins World Championship – Ellis

On Feb”ua”y 16, 1970, F”az—e” faced WBA C–amp—on
J—mmy Ell—s at Mad—son S“ua”e Ga”den. Ell—s –ad out-
po—nted Je””y Qua””y —n t–e ិnal bout of t–e WBA el—m—-
nat—on tou”nament fo” Al—’s vacated belt. F”az—e” –ad –—m-
self decl—ned to pa”t—c—pate w—t– t–e WBA tou”nament to
p”otest t–e—” dec—s—on to st”—p Al—. Ell—s –eld an —mp”es-
s—ve w—n ove” Osca” Bonavena among ot–e”s. Befo”e–and,
Al— –ad announced –—s ”et—”ement and ”el—n“u—s–ed t–e
Heavywe—g–t t—tle, allow—ng Ell—s and F”az—e” to ិg–t fo”
t–e und—sputed t—tle. F”az—e” won by a TKO w–en Ell—s’s
t”a—ne” Angelo Dundee would not let –—m come out fo”
t–e 5t– ”ound follow—ng two 4t– ”ound knockdowns (t–e
ិ”st knockdowns of Ell—s’s ca”ee”). F”az—e”’s dec—s—ve w—n
ove” Ell—s was a f”—g–ten—ng d—splay of powe” and tenac—ty.

In –—s ិ”st t—tle defense, F”az—e” t”aveled to Det”o—t to ិg–t
Wo”ld L—g–t Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on Bob Foste”, w–o
would go on to set a ”eco”d fo” t–e numbe” of t—tle de-
fenses —n t–e l—g–t-–eavywe—g–t d—v—s—on. F”az—e” (26ཊ0)
”eta—ned –—s t—tle by tw—ce ីoo”—ng t–e –a”d punc–—ng Fos-
te” —n t–e second ”ound. T–e second knock down came
on a devastat—ng left –ook and Foste” could not beat t–e
count. T–en came w–at was –yped as t–e "F—g–t Of T–e
Centu”y,པ –—s ិ”st ិg–t w—t– Mu–ammad Al—, w–o –ad
launc–ed a comeback —n 1970 afte” a t–”ee-yea” suspen-
s—on f”om box—ng. T–—s would be t–e ិ”st meet—ng of two
undefeated –eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons (and last unt—l M—ke
Tyson faced M—c–ael Sp—nks —n 1988), s—nce Al— (31ཊ0)
–ad not lost –—s t—tle —n t–e ”—ng, but ”at–e” been st”—pped
because of –—s ”efusal to be consc”—pted —nto t–e A”med
Fo”ces, some cons—de”ed –—m to be t–e t”ue c–amp—on.
T–—s ិg–t was to c”own t–e one, t”ue –eavywe—g–t c–am-
p—on.

Fight of the Century - versus Ali 1st ght

On Ma”c– 8, 1971, at Mad—son S“ua”e Ga”den, F”az—e”
and Al— met —n t–e ិ”st of t–e—” t–”ee bouts w–—c– was
called t–e "F—g–t of t–e Centu”y" —n p”e-bout publ—c—ty and
by t–e p”ess.[20] W—t– an —nte”nat—onal telev—s—on aud—ence
and an —n-–ouse aud—ence t–at —ncluded lum—na”—es F”ank
S—nat”a (as a p–otog”ap–e” fo” Lifemagaz—ne to get a ”—ng-
s—de seat), comed—anWoody Allen, s—nge” D—ana Ross and
acto”s Dust—n Hoាman and Bu”t Lancaste” (w–o se”ved as
ནcolo” commentato”པ w—t– ិg–t announce” Don Dunp–y),
t–e two undefeated –eavywe—g–ts met —n a med—a-f”enz—ed
atmosp–e”e ”em—n—scent of Joe Lou—s' yout–.

Seve”al facto”s came toget–e” fo” F”az—e” —n t–—s ិg–t. He

was 27 yea”s old and at –—s box—ng peak p–ys—cally and
mentally, Al—, 29, was com—ng back f”om a t–”ee-yea” ab-
sence but –ad kept act—ve. He –ad –ad two good w—ns, —n-
clud—ng a b”u—s—ng battle w—t– Osca” Bonavena, w–om Al—
–ad defeated by a TKO —n 15 ”ounds.[21] F”az—e” wo”ked
on st”ategy w—t– coac– Edd—e Futc–. T–ey noted Al—’s
tendency to t–”ow a ”—g–t-–and uppe”cut f”om a st”a—g–t
stand—ng pos—t—on afte” d”opp—ng t–e –and —n p”epa”at—on
to t–”ow —t w—t– fo”ce. Futc– —nst”ucted F”az—e” to watc–
Al—’s ”—g–t –and and, at t–e moment Al— d”opped —t, to
t–”ow a left –ook at t–e spot w–e”e t–ey knew Al—’s face
would be a second late”. F”az—e” stagge”ed Al— —n t–e 11t–
”ound and knocked down Al— —n t–e 15t– —n t–—s way.

In a b”utal and compet—t—ve contest, F”az—e” lost t–e ិ”st
two ”ounds but was able to w—t–stand Al—’s comb—nat—ons.
F”az—e” was known to —mp”ove —n m—ddle ”ounds, and t–—s
was t–e case w—t– Al—. F”az—e” came on st”ong afte” ”ound
t–”ee, land—ng –a”d s–ots to t–e body and powe”ful left
–ooks to t–e –ead.

Ult—mately, F”az—e” won a 15-”ound, unan—mous dec—s—on.
Al— was taken to –osp—tal —mmed—ately afte” t–e ិg–t to
c–eck t–at –—s seve”ely swollen ”—g–t s—de jaw (w–—c– was
appa”ent —n post-ិg–t —nte”v—ews) wasn't actually b”oken.
F”az—e” also spent t—me —n –osp—tal du”—ng t–e ensu—ng
mont–, t–e exe”t—ons of t–e ិg–t –av—ng been exace”bated
by –ype”tens—on and a k—dney —nfect—on.

Late” —n t–e yea” –e foug–t a 3-”ound ex–—b—t—on aga—nst
–a”d –—tt—ng vete”an contende” Cleveland W—ll—ams.

In 1972, F”az—e” successfully defended t–e t—tle tw—ce,
beat—ng Te””y Dan—els and Ron Stande”, bot– by knock-
out, —n t–e fou”t– and ិft– ”ounds ”espect—vely. Dan—els
–ad ea”l—e” d”awn w—t– Je””y Qua””y and Stande” –ad
knocked out Ea”n—e S–ave”s.

Loses title to George Foreman

Ma—n a”t—cle: Joe F”az—e” vs. Geo”ge Fo”eman

F”az—e” lost –—s undefeated ”eco”d of 29ཊ0 and –—s wo”ld
c–amp—ons–—p, at t–e –ands of t–e unbeaten Geo”ge Fo”e-
man on Janua”y 22, 1973, —n K—ngston, Jama—ca. Desp—te
F”az—e” be—ng t–e ove”all favo”—te, Fo”eman towe”ed 10
cm (4 —nc–es) ove” t–e mo”e compact c–amp—on and dom-
—nated f”om t–e sta”t. Two m—nutes —nto t–e ិ”st ”ound,
Fo”eman knocked F”az—e” down fo” t–e ិ”st t—me. Afte”
–e was knocked down a s—xt– t—me —n t–e second ”ound
”efe”ee A”t–u” Me”cante, S”. stopped t–e contest.

F”az—e” won –—s next ិg–t, a 12-”ound dec—s—on ove” Joe
Bugne”, —n London to beg—n –—s “uest to ”ega—n t–e t—tle.

Mid 1970s-Ali second ght

F”az—e”’s second ិg–t aga—nst Al— took place on Janua”y
28, 1974, —n New Yo”k C—ty. In cont”ast to t–e—” p”ev—ous
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meet—ng, t–e bout was a non-t—tle ិg–t, w—t– Al— w—nn—ng a
12-”ound unan—mous dec—s—on. T–e ិg–t was notable fo”
t–e amount of cl—nc–—ng.

F—ve mont–s late”, F”az—e” aga—n battled Je””y Qua””y —n
Mad—son S“ua”e Ga”den, w—t– a st”ong left –ook to t–e
”—bs by F”az—e” end—ng t–e ិg–t —n t–e ិft– ”ound.

In Ma”c– 1975, F”az—e” foug–t a ”ematc– w—t– J—mmy El-
l—s —n Melbou”ne, Aust”al—a, knock—ng –—m out —n n—ne
”ounds. T–e w—n aga—n establ—s–ed F”az—e” as t–e num-
be” one –eavywe—g–t c–allenge” fo” t–e t—tle, w–—c– Al—
–ad won f”om Geo”ge Fo”eman —n t–e famous "Rumble
—n t–e Jungle" ិve mont–s ea”l—e”.

Thrilla In Manila - third Ali ght

Al— and F”az—e” met fo” t–e t–—”d and ិnal t—me —n Quezon
C—ty (a d—st”—ct w—t–—n t–e met”opol—tan a”ea of Man—la),
t–e P–—l—pp—nes, on Octobe” 1, 1975: t–e "T–”—lla —n
Man—la.པ P”—o” to t–e ិg–t, Al— took oppo”tun—t—es tomock
F”az—e” by call—ng –—m a '"go”—lla,པ and gene”ally t”y—ng to
—””—tate –—m.

T–e ិg–t was a pun—s–—ng d—splay on bot– s—des unde” op-
p”ess—vely –ot cond—t—ons. Du”—ng t–e ិg–t, Al— sa—d to
F”az—e”, ནT–ey sa—d you we”e t–”oug–, Joe.པ F”az—e” sa—d,
ནT–ey l—ed.པ Afte” 14 g”uel—ng ”ounds, Futc– stopped t–e
ិg–t w—t– F”az—e” –av—ng a closed left eye, an almost-
closed ”—g–t eye and a cut. Al— late” sa—d t–at —t was t–e
ནclosest t–—ng to dy—ng t–at I know of.པ.[22] In 1977, Al—
told —nte”v—ewe” Reg Gutte”—dge t–at –e felt t–—s t–—”d F”a-
z—e” ិg–t was –—s best pe”fo”mance. W–en Gutte”—dge
suggested –—s w—n ove” Cleveland W—ll—ams, Al— sa—d,
ནNo, F”az—e”’s muc– toug–e” and ”oug–e” t–an Cleveland
W—ll—amsཔ

Foreman again

In 1976, F”az—e” (32ཊ3) pe”sonally w—s–ed to ”et”y aga—nst
Geo”ge Fo”eman. W—t– a s–aved –ead fo” a new —mage
F”az—e” foug–t well enoug–, somew–at mo”e ”est”a—ned
t–an usual, avo—d—ng walk—ng onto t–e b—g s–ots w–—c– –e
–ad done —n t–e—” ិ”st matc–. Howeve”, Fo”eman awa—ted
–—s moment and t–en lobbed —n one t”emendous left –ook
t–at l—fted F”az—e” oា –—s feet. Afte” a second knock down
—t was stopped —n t–e ិft–. S–o”tly afte” t–e ិg–t, F”az—e”
announced –—s ”et—”ement.

F”az—e” made a cameo appea”ance —n t–e mov—e Rocky
late” —n 1976 and ded—cated –—mself to t”a—n—ng local box-
e”s —n P–—ladelp–—a, w–e”e –e g”ew up, —nclud—ng some of
–—s own c–—ld”en. He also –elped t”a—n Duane Bob—ck.

Music career

Du”—ng t–e late 1970s, F”az—e” c”eated a soul-funk g”oup
called ནJoe F”az—e” and t–e Knockouts,པ be—ng ment—oned
—n B—llboa”d and ”eco”d—ng a numbe” of s—ngles. Joe

Frazier and his group during the concert in Tilburg, Netherlands.

tou”ed w—dely all ove” t–e USA and Eu”ope —nclud—ng I”e-
land w–e”e among ot–e” places –e pe”fo”med —n Donegal,
I”eland and At–y Co K—lda”e, I”eland w—t– –—s band, t–e
Knockouts.

1980s comeback and career as trainer

In 1981, F”az—e” attempted a comeback. He d”ew ove”
10 ”ounds w—t– –ulk—ng Floyd ནJumboཔ Cumm—ngs —n
C–—cago, Ill—no—s. It was a b”u—s—ng battle w—t– m—xed ”e-
v—ews. He t–en ”et—”ed fo” good.

Afte” t–at, F”az—e” —nvolved –—mself —n va”—ous endeav-
o”s. Among –—s sons w–o tu”ned to box—ng as a ca”ee”,
–e –elped t”a—n Ma”v—s F”az—e”, a c–allenge” fo” La””y
Holmes's wo”ld –eavywe—g–t t—tle and t”a—ned –—s daug–-
te”, Jack—e F”az—e”-Lyde, w–ose most notable ិg–t to date
was a close po—nts loss aga—nst La—la Al—, t–e daug–te” of
–—s ”—val.

F”az—e”’s ove”all ”eco”d was 32 w—ns, 4 losses and 1 d”aw,
w—t– 27w—ns by knockout. Hewon 73 pe”cent of –—s ិg–ts
by knockout, compa”ed to 60 pe”cent fo” Al— and 84 pe”-
cent fo” Fo”eman. He was a membe” of t–e Inte”nat—onal
Box—ng Hall Of Fame.

In 1984, F”az—e” was t–e spec—al ”efe”ee fo” t–e NWA
Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p matc– between R—c
Fla—” and Dusty R–odes at Sta””cade '84, awa”d—ng t–e
matc– to Fla—” due to R–odes’ excess—ve bleed—ng.

In 1986, F”az—e” appea”ed as t–e ནco”ne” manཔ fo” M”. T
aga—nst Roddy P—pe” at Nassau Vete”ans Memo”—al Col—-
seum as pa”t of W”estleMan—a 2. In 1989, F”az—e” jo—ned
Al—, Fo”eman, No”ton and Holmes fo” t–e t”—bute spec—al
Champions Forever.

Media appearances

F”az—e” appea”ed as –—mself —n an ep—sode of The Simp-
sons ("B”ot–e”, Can You Spa”e Two D—mes?") —n 1992,
—n w–—c– –e was supposed to –ave been beaten up by
Ba”ney Gumble —n Moe’s Tave”n. F”az—e”’s son objected
and F”az—e” was —nstead s–own beat—ng up Gumble and
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putt—ng –—m —n a t”as– can. F”az—e” appea”ed —n anot–e”
ep—sode of The Simpsons ("Home”’s Pate”n—ty Coot") —n
2006. He appea”ed on-sc”een —n t–e 8t– se”—es of T–e
Celeb”—ty App”ent—ce (USA) telev—s—on s–ow as a guest-
attendee at t–e S—lent Auct—on event –eld fo” t–e season
ិnale (won by Joan R—ve”s). F”az—e” appea”ed as –—m-
self —n t–e Academy Awa”d-w—nn—ng 1976 mov—e, Rocky.
S—nce t–e debut of t–e F—g–t N—g–t se”—es of games, F”a-
z—e” appea”ed —n Fight Night 2004, Fight Night Round 2,
Fight Night Round 3, Fight Night Round 4 and F—g–t N—g–t
C–amp—on, games made by EA Spo”ts.

Books

F”az—e” ”eleased –—s autob—og”ap–y —n Ma”c– 1996, en-
t—tled Smokin' Joe: The Autobiography of a Heavyweight
Champion of the World, Smokin' Joe Frazier. F”az—e” p”o-
moted t–e book s–o”tly befo”e —ts ”elease w—t– a memo-
”able appea”ance on The Howard Stern Show on Janua”y
26, 1996.[23]

He also w”ote Box l—ke t–e P”os,[24] ནa complete —nt”o-
duct—on to t–e spo”t, —nclud—ng t–e game’s –—sto”y, ”ules
of t–e ”—ng, –ow ិg–ts a”e sco”ed, –ow to spa”, t–e bas—cs
of defence and oាence, t–e ិg–te”’s wo”kout, a d—”ecto”y
of box—ng gyms, and muc– mo”e. Box L—ke t–e P”os —s
an —nst”uct—on manual, a –—sto”—cal ”efe”ence tool and an
—ns—de”’s gu—de to t–e wo”ld’s most cont”ove”s—al spo”t.པ[25]

2.19.5 Financial issues and legal battles

Acco”d—ng to an a”t—cle f”om T–e New York Times, ནove”
t–e yea”s, F”az—e” –as lost a fo”tune t–”oug– a comb—-
nat—on of –—s own gene”os—ty and naïveté, –—s ca”ous—ng,
and fa—led bus—ness oppo”tun—t—es. T–e ot–e” –eadl—n-
e”s f”om –—s ិg–t—ng daysཋAl—, Geo”ge Fo”eman, and
La””y Holmesཋa”e m—ll—ona—”es.པ Asked about –—s s—tu-
at—on, F”az—e” became playfully defens—ve, but would not
”eveal –—s ិnanc—al status. ནA”e you ask—ng me –ow muc–
money I –ave?" –e sa—d. ནI got plenty of money. I got a
stack of $100 b—lls ”olled up ove” t–e”e —n t–e back of t–e
”oom.པ F”az—e” blamed –—mself, pa”tly, fo” not eាect—vely
p”omot—ng –—s own —mage. In a 2006 HBO documenta”y
on t–e ិg–t —n Man—la, F”az—e” was —nte”v—ewed l—v—ng —n a
one ”oom apa”tment on t–e second ីoo” of –—s gym.[26]

H—s daug–te” Jack—e F”az—e”-Lyde —s a lawye” and wo”ked
on –e” fat–e”’s be–alf —n pu”su—t of money t–ey cla—med
–e was owed —n a Pennsylvan—a land deal. In 1973, F”a-
z—e” pu”c–ased 140 ac”es —n Bucks County, Pennsylvan—a
fo” $843,000. F—ve yea”s late”, a develope” ag”eed to buy
t–e fa”mland fo” $1.8 m—ll—on. F”az—e” ”ece—ved annual
payments f”om a t”ust t–at boug–t t–e land w—t– money
–e –ad ea”ned —n t–e ”—ng. Howeve”, w–en t–e t”ust went
bank”upt, t–e payments ceased.

F”az—e” sued –—s bus—ness pa”tne”s, —ns—st—ng –—s s—gnatu”e
–ad been fo”ged on documents and –e –ad no knowledge

of t–e sale. In t–e ensu—ng yea”s, t–e 140 ac”es was subd—-
v—ded and tu”ned —nto a ”es—dent—al commun—ty. T–e land
—s now wo”t– an est—mated $100 m—ll—on.[27]

2.19.6 Relationship with Muhammad Ali

F”az—e” and Al— we”e —n—t—ally f”—ends. Du”—ng Al—’s en-
fo”ced t–”ee-yea” lay-oា f”om box—ng fo” ”efus—ng to be
d”afted —nto t–e US A”my, F”az—e” lent –—m money and
test—ិed befo”e Cong”ess and pet—t—oned U.S. P”es—dent
R—c–a”d N—xon to –ave Al—’s ”—g–t to box ”e—nstated.[28]

F”az—e” suppo”ted Al—’s ”—g–t not to se”ve —n t–e a”my, say-
—ng ནIf Bapt—sts we”en't allowed to ិg–t, I wouldn't ិg–t
e—t–e”.པ[29]

Howeve”, —n t–e bu—ld-up to t–e—” ិ”st ិg–t, T–e F—g–t
of t–e Centu”y, Al— tu”ned —t —nto a ནcultu”al and po-
l—t—cal ”efe”endumཔ, pa—nt—ng –—mself as a ”evolut—on-
a”y and c—v—l ”—g–ts c–amp—on and F”az—e” as t–e w–—te
man’s –ope, an "Uncle Tom" and a pawn of t–e w–—te
establ—s–ment.[30][31] Al— successfully tu”ned many black
Ame”—cans aga—nst F”az—e”. B”yant Gumbel jo—ned t–e
p”o-Al—, ant—-F”az—e” bandwagon by w”—t—ng a majo” mag-
az—ne a”t—cle t–at asked ནIs Joe F”az—e” a w–—te c–amp—on
w—t– black sk—n?" F”az—e” t–oug–t t–—s was ནa cyn—cal at-
tempt by Clay to makeme feel —solated f”ommy own peo-
ple. He t–oug–t t–at would weaken me w–en —t came t—me
to face –—m —n t–at ”—ng. Well, –e was w”ong. It d—dn't
weaken me, —t awakened me to w–at a c–eap-s–ot son of
a b—tc– –e was.པ He noted t–e –ypoc”—sy of Al— call—ng –—m
an Uncle Tom w–en –—s [Al—’s] t”a—ne” (Angelo Dundee)
was w–—te.[30]

As a ”esult of Al—’s campa—gn, F”az—e”’s c–—ld”en we”e bul-
l—ed at sc–ool and –—s fam—ly we”e g—ven pol—ce p”otect—on
afte” ”ece—v—ng deat– t–”eats.[32] Al— decla”ed t–at —f F”a-
z—e” won –e would c”awl ac”oss t–e ”—ng and adm—t t–at
F”az—e” was t–e g”eatest. Afte” F”az—e” won by a unan-
—mous dec—s—on, –e called upon Al— to fulិl –—s p”om—se
and c”awl ac”oss t–e ”—ng, but –e d—dn't.[33] Al— called —t a
ནw–—te man’s dec—s—onཔ and —ns—sted t–at –e won.[34]

Du”—ng a telev—sed jo—nt —nte”v—ew p”—o” to t–e—” second
bout —n 1974, Al— cont—nued to —nsult F”az—e”, w–o took
except—on to Al— call—ng –—m ན—gno”antཔ and c–allenged
–—m to a ិg–t, w–—c– ”esulted —n t–e two of t–em b”awl—ng
on t–e stud—o ីoo”.[35] Al— went on to w—n t–e 12 ”ound
non-t—tle aាa—” by a dec—s—on. Al— took t–—ngs fu”t–e”
—n t–e bu—ld-up to t–e—” last ិg–t, T–e T–”—lla —n Man—la,
and called F”az—e” ནt–e ot–e” type of neg”oཔ and ནuglyཔ,
ནdumbཔ and a ནgo”—llaཔ[36] At one po—nt –e spa””ed w—t–
a man —n a go”—lla su—t and pounded on a ”ubbe” go”—lla
doll, say—ng ནT–—s —s Joe F”az—e”’s consc—ence... I keep
—t eve”yw–e”e I go. T–—s —s t–e way –e looks w–en you
–—t –—m.པ[37] Acco”d—ng to t–e ិg–t’s p”omote” Don K—ng,
t–—s en”aged F”az—e”, w–o took —t as a ནc–a”acte” assass—-
nat—onཔ and ནpe”sonal —nvect—veཔ.[37] One n—g–t befo”e t–e
ិg–t, Al— waved a”ound a toy p—stol outs—de F”az—e”’s –otel
”oom. W–en F”az—e” came to t–e balcony, –e po—nted t–e
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gun at F”az—e” and yelled ནI am go—ng to s–oot you.པ[38]

Afte” t–e ិg–t, Al— summoned F”az—e”’s son Ma”v—s —nto
–—s d”ess—ng ”oom, and told –—m t–at –e –ad not meant
w–at –e –ad sa—d about –—s fat–e”. W–en —nfo”med of t–—s
by Ma”v—s, F”az—e” ”esponded: ནyou a—n't me, son. W–y
—sn't –e apolog—z—ng to me?"

Fo” yea”s afte”wa”ds, F”az—e” ”eta—ned –—s b—tte”ness to-
wa”ds Al— and suggested t–at Al—’s battle w—t– Pa”k—nson’s
synd”ome was a fo”m of d—v—ne ”et”—but—on fo” –—s ea”l—e”
be–av—o”. In 2001, Al— apolog—zed to F”az—e” v—a a New
York Times a”t—cle, say—ng ནIn a way, Joe’s ”—g–t. I sa—d
a lot of t–—ngs —n t–e –eat of t–e moment t–at I s–ouldn't
–ave sa—d. Called –—m names I s–ouldn't –ave called –—m.
I apolog—ze fo” t–at. I'm so””y. It was all meant to p”omote
t–e ិg–tཔ.[39] F”az—e” ”epo”tedly ནemb”aced —tཔ, t–oug– –e
late” ”eto”ted t–at Al— only apolog—zed to a newspape”, not
to –—m. He sa—d: ནI'm st—ll wa—t—ng [fo” –—m] to say —t to
me.པ To t–—s Al— ”esponded: ནIf you see F”az—e”, you tell
–—m –e’s st—ll a go”—lla.པ[40]

F”az—e” told Sports Illustrated —n May 2009 t–at –e no
longe” –eld –a”d feel—ngs fo” Al—.[41] Afte” F”az—e”’s deat–
—n Novembe” 2011, Al— was among t–ose w–o attended
t–e p”—vate fune”al se”v—ces fo” F”az—e” —n P–—ladelp–—a.
T–e Rev. Jesse Jackson, w–o spoke du”—ng t–e se”v—ce,
asked t–ose —n attendance to stand and ནs–ow you” loveཔ
and ”epo”tedly Al— stood w—t– t–e aud—ence and clapped
ནv—go”ouslyཔ.[42]

Joe Frazier’s Gym in Philadelphia

2.19.7 Later years

F”az—e” l—ved —n P–—ladelp–—a w–e”e –e owned and man-
aged a box—ng gym. F”az—e” put t–e gym up fo” sale
—n m—d-2009. He was d—agnosed w—t– d—abetes and –—g–
blood p”essu”e. He and –—s nemes—s, Mu–ammad Al—, al-
te”nated ove” t–e yea”s between publ—c apolog—es and pub-
l—c —nsults.[44] In 1996, w–en Al— l—t t–e Olymp—c ីame —n
Atlanta, F”az—e” told a ”epo”te” t–at –e would l—ke to t–”ow
Al— —nto t–e ិ”e.[45] F”az—e” madem—ll—ons of dolla”s —n t–e
1970s, but t–e a”t—cle c—ted m—smanagement of ”eal-estate

Frazier was awarded the Order of the Palmetto in Beaufort in
2010.[43]

The New Yo”k Da—ly News editor-in-chief Kevin Convey (on the
right) presented Frazier with the Daily News Front Page Award
in 2011.

–old—ngs as a pa”t—al explanat—on fo” –—s econom—c woes.
F”az—e” stated ”epeatedly t–at –e no longe” –ad any b—t-
te” feel—ngs towa”ds Al—. T–e Nat—onal T”ust fo” H—sto”—c
P”ese”vat—on –as named t–e Joe F”az—e”’s Gym —n —ts 25t–
l—st of Ame”—ca’s 11 Most Endange”ed H—sto”—c Places —n
2012.[46][47] In 2013, t–e gym was named to t–e Nat—onal
Reg—ste” of H—sto”—c Places.[48]

F”az—e” cont—nued to t”a—n young ិg–te”s, alt–oug– –e
needed mult—ple ope”at—ons fo” back —nju”—es susta—ned —n
a ca” acc—dent. He and Al— ”epo”tedly attempted a ”ec-
onc—l—at—on —n –—s ិnal yea”s, but —n Octobe” 2006 F”az—e”
st—ll cla—med to –ave won all t–”ee bouts between t–e two.
He decla”ed to a Times ”epo”te”, w–en “uest—oned about
–—s b—tte”ness towa”d Al—, ནI am w–at I am.པ

F”az—e” attempted to ”ev—ve –—s mus—c —nte”ests —n late
2009/2010. Notably popula” fo” s—ng—ng 'Mustang Sally,'
bot– F”az—e” and manage” Lesl—e R.Wolា teamed up w—t–
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Wels– Rock Solo a”t—st Jayce Lew—s to ”elease –—s ”epe”-
to—”e —n t–e U.K., late” v—s—t—ng t–e Wels–man —n U.K.
to a –ost a st”—ng of afte” d—nne” speec–es and mus—c
developments. It would notably be F”az—e”’s last U.K.
appea”ance.[49][50]

Death

F”az—e” was d—agnosed w—t– l—ve” cance” —n late Septembe”
2011. W—t–—n a few weeks, t–e cance” –ad metastas—zed.
By Novembe” 2011, –e was unde” –osp—ce ca”e, w–e”e
–e d—ed on Novembe” 7.[22][51] Upon –ea”—ng of F”az—e”’s
deat–, Mu–ammad Al— sa—d, ནT–e wo”ld –as lost a g”eat
c–amp—on. I w—ll always ”emembe” Joe w—t– ”espect and
adm—”at—on.པ[52][53][54] F”az—e”’s p”—vate fune”al took place
on Novembe” 14 at t–e Enon Tabe”nacle Bapt—st C–u”c–
—n P–—ladelp–—a and —n add—t—on to f”—ends and fam—ly was
attended by Mu–ammad Al—, Don K—ng, La””y Holmes,
Mag—c Jo–nson, Denn—s Rodman, among ot–e”s. He was
late” bu”—ed at t–e Ivy H—ll Cemete”y, a s–o”t d”—ve f”om
t–e Enon Tabe”nacle Bapt—st C–u”c–.[55][56]

2.19.8 In popular media

• He was played by boxe” James Toney —n t–e 2001
ិlm, Ali.

• He played —n ནT–e F—g–t of t–e Centu”yཔ aga—nst Al—.

• Some of t–e most memo”able moments —n t–e
1976 box—ng-t–emed featu”e ិlm, Rockyཋsuc– as
Rocky’s ca”cass-punc–—ng scenes and Rocky ”un-
n—ng up t–e steps of t–e P–—ladelp–—a Museum of
A”t, as pa”t of –—s t”a—n—ng ”eg—menཋa”e taken
f”om F”az—e”’s ”eal-l—fe explo—ts. In t–e ិlm, F”az—e”
makes a cameo appea”ance, p”omot—ng t–e ិg–t be-
tween Rocky and Apollo.[57]

• In Ma”c– 2007, a Joe F”az—e” act—on ិgu”e was ”e-
leased as pa”t of a ”ange of toys based on t–e Rocky
ិlm f”anc–—se, developed by t–e Ame”—can toy man-
ufactu”e”, Jakks Pac—ិc.[58][59]

• Elect”—c bass—st Jeា Be”l—n w”ote a mus—cal t”—bute
s—mply called ནJoe F”az—e”,པ o”—g—nally ”eco”ded on
t–e B—ll B”ufo”d album Gradually Going Tornado,
ava—lable on t–e comp—lat—on album Master Strokes.

• M”. Sandman, a v—deo game c–a”acte” —n t–e Punch-
Out!! v—deo game se”—es known fo” be—ng one of t–e
toug–est opponents, was based —n pa”t on F”az—e”.

• H—s g”anddaug–te”, Lat”—ce F”az—e”, appea”ed on an
ep—sode of Mau”y.

2.19.9 Professional boxing record

2.19.10 See also

• L—st of –eavywe—g–t box—ng c–amp—ons

• L—st of WBA wo”ld c–amp—ons

• L—st of WBC wo”ld c–amp—ons

• Notable box—ng fam—l—es
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2.19.13 Further reading

• Hoាe”, R—c–a”d (Novembe” 21, 2011). ནJoe F”az—e”
1944ཊ2011པ. Sports Illustrated. Ret”—eved Novem-
be” 30, 2011.

2.19.14 External links

• Oឹc—al webs—te

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Joe F”az—e” f”om
BoxRec

• ནJoe F”az—e”པ. Olympics at Sports-Reference.com.
Spo”ts Refe”ence LLC.

• Datos y cu”—os—dades sob”e Joe F”az—e” en espanol

2.20 Jimmy Ellis

Fo” ot–e” people named J—mmy Ell—s, see J—mmy Ell—s
(d—samb—guat—on).

James ୬Jimmy୭ Ellis (Feb”ua”y 24, 1940 ཊ May 6,
2014) was an Ame”—can p”ofess—onal boxe”. He was a
WBA wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on, a t—tle –e won by
defeat—ng Je””y Qua””y —n 1968. He made one success-
ful t—tle defense aga—nst Floyd Patte”son, befo”e los—ng by
ិft–-”ound stoppage to Joe F”az—e” —n 1970.

Ell—s —s also known fo” –—s ិg–ts w—t– Geo”ge C–u-
valo, Mu–ammad Al—, Ea”n—e S–ave”s, Ron Lyle and Joe
Bugne”. He ”et—”ed f”om box—ng at t–e age of 35 —n 1975,
w—t– a ”eco”d of 40ཊ12ཊ1 (24 KOs).

He d—ed of dement—a compl—cat—ons onMay 6, 2014 at t–e
age of 74.

2.20.1 Birth and early years

He was bo”n one of ten c–—ld”en. H—s fat–e”, Walte”, was
a pasto”, and Ell—s was b”oug–t up as a C–”—st—an.[1] As a
teenage” Ell—s wo”ked —n a cement ិn—s–—ng facto”y.[2] He
also sang —n t–e local c–u”c– c–o—”, late” jo—ned by –—s w—fe
Ma”y. He cont—nued c–u”c– —nvolvement all –—s adult l—fe.
He also adm—”ed Joe Lou—s.[3]

2.20.2 Amateur career

Ell—s got —nto box—ng as a teenage” afte” watc–—ng a f”—end
box fellow Lou—sv—lle youngste” Mu–ammad Al— on a lo-
cal amateu” box—ng telev—s—on s–ow called Tomo””ow’s
C–amp—ons. ནI –ad a f”—end of m—ne named Donn—e Hall,
and –e foug–t Al—,པ Ell—s sa—d. ནDonn—e lost, and I t–oug–t
I could maybe be a ិg–te” t–en.པ Ell—s went w—t– Hall to
Lou—sv—lle’s Columb—a Gym, w–e”e t–e coac– was a pol—ce
oឹce” named Joe Ma”t—n.[4]

Ell—s won 59 of 66 amateu” bouts and was a Golden
Gloves c–amp—on. He boxed Al— tw—ce as an amateu”,
w—t– Al— w—nn—ng t–e ិ”st bout and Ell—s w—nn—ng t–e sec-
ond.

2.20.3 Early professional career

Ell—s tu”ned p”ofess—onal as a m—ddlewe—g–t —n 1961. Ea”ly
—n –—s p”o ca”ee”, –e was t”a—ned and managed by Bud
B”une”. W—t– B”une”, –e comp—led a ”eco”d of 15ཊ5 (6
KOs). H—s ិve losses we”e dec—s—ons to top M—ddlewe—g–t
contende”s HollyM—ms (w–om –e defeated —n a ”ematc–),
Hen”y Hank, Rub—n ནHu””—caneཔ Ca”te”, Don Fullme”,
and Geo”ge Benton. T–—s sta”t p”obably –elped –—s speed
of punc–, movement and ិnesse.

At t–e end of 1964, afte” los—ng t–”ee out of fou” ិg–ts,
Ell—s dec—ded to leave B”une”. He late” ”ecalled B”une”
fondly. ནI l—ked –—m, and I foug–t a lot of top-”ated ិg–t-
e”s w–en I was w—t– –—m, but eventually I –ad tomove on,པ
Ell—s sa—d. ནHe d—d me just—ce, and we always ”ema—ned
f”—ends.པ[5]

Ell—s w”ote a lette” to an at ិ”st scept—cal[6] Angelo
Dundee, t–e t”a—ne” of Al—, and asked –—m to –andle –—s
ca”ee”. Dundee ag”eed to be bot– manage” and t”a—ne”.
Ell—s became a spa””—ng pa”tne” fo” Al— and foug–t on sev-
e”al of –—s ea”ly p”e-L—ston unde”ca”ds. S—x of –—s ិ”st
e—g–t ិg–ts w—t– Dundee we”e on an Al— unde”ca”ds.[7]

By t–e m—d 1960s Ell—s was ិg–t—ng –eavywe—g–ts. Be-
—ng a tall natu”al at–let—c bu—ld –e'd –ad —nc”eas—ng t”ouble
keep—ng down to m—ddlewe—g–t. D”. Fe”d—e Pac–eco, w–o
wo”ked w—t– bot– Al— & Ell—s t–”oug–out t–e—” ca”ee”s,
called Ell—s’s development f”om m—ddlewe—g–t to –eavy-
wwe—g–t one of t–e most d”amat—c –e could ”ecall.[8]

2.20.4 WBA world title eliminator
matches

By 1966, Ell—s was ិg–t—ng as a –eavywe—g–t. W–en Al—
was st”—pped of t–e wo”ld t—tle fo” ”efus—ng to ente” t–e
m—l—ta”y, t–e Wo”ld Box—ng Assoc—at—on staged an e—g–t-
man tou”nament t–at featu”ed most of t–e top –eavy-
we—g–t contende”s. Ell—s, w–o was ”anked e—g–t– —n t–e
wo”ld afte” e—g–t consecut—ve w—ns, was —nv—ted to be —n
t–e tou”nament. Joe F”az—e”, ”anked second by t–eWBA,
c–ose not to pa”t—c—pate —n t–e tou”nament. Instead, F”a-
z—e” foug–t fo” t–e vacant New Yo”k State At–let—c Com-
m—ss—on Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p, w–—c– –e
won w—t– an elevent–-”ound knockout of Buste” Mat–—s.

In t–e open—ng ”ound of t–e tou”nament, Ell—s foug–t
Leot—s Ma”t—n on August 5, 1967 —n Houston, Texas. El-
l—s, t–e bett—ng unde”dog, batte”ed Ma”t—n’s face —nto a
bloodymask, and t–e ”efe”ee stopped t–e ិg–t —n t–e n—nt–
”ound.

Ell—s met Osca” Bonavena —n t–e second ”ound of t–e tou”-
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nament. T–e ិg–t took place on Decembe” 2, 1967 —n
Lou—sv—lle, Kentucky. Ell—s, once aga—n t–e unde”dog,
d”opped t–e —”on-jawed Bonavena w—t– a ”—g–t once —n
t–e t–—”d ”ound and once —n t–e tent– f”om a t”uly w—cked
left –ook. Afte” twelve ”ounds, Ell—s was awa”ded a clea”
unan—mous dec—s—on. He cont”olled t–e matc– t–”oug–out
w—t– pe”–aps t–e best d—splay —n –—s ca”ee”. He made Os-
ca” look bas—c and was only ”eally —n t”ouble –—mself —n t–e
n—nt–. But —”on—cally, –e tu”ned t–e n—nt– a”ound w—t– a
spl—t second counte” catc–—ng Osca” w—de open and deck-
—ng –—m badly. Ell—s advanced to t–e tou”nament ិnal.[9]

2.20.5 Wins WBA world title

In t–e tou”nament ិnal, Ell—s faced Je””y Qua””y, a sl—g–t
bett—ng favo”—te, on Ap”—l 27, 1968 —n Oakland, Cal—fo”-
n—a.[10] In a dull ិg–t, Ell—s foug–t w–at Sports Illustrated
called ནa tact—cal maste”p—eceཔ. But –e was ve”y caut—ous
and won a ិfteen-”ound spl—t dec—s—on[11] to captu”e t–e
vacant WBA Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p. Qua””y sa—d,
ནIf t–ey'd g—ven me t–e dec—s—on, I'd –ave g—ven —t back. I
d—dn't dese”ve —t.པ[12][13]

2.20.6 Title reign

In –—s only successful t—tle defense, Ell—s defeated Floyd
Patte”son by a cont”ove”s—al ិfteen-”ound dec—s—on on
Septembe” 14, 1968 —n Stock–olm, Sweden. Ell—s, w–o
suាe”ed a b”oken nose —n t–e second ”ound, was awa”ded
t–e dec—s—on by t–e ”efe”ee, t–e sole judge. Many —n t–e
c”owd of 30,000 d—sag”eed w—t– t–e dec—s—on and sta”ted
c–ant—ng, ནFloyd c–amp!" T–eNewYork Times sco”ed t–e
ិg–t seven ”ounds to s—x fo” Ell—s, w—t– two even.[14]

Follow—ng t–e defeat of Patte”son, Ell—s was out of t–e
”—ng fo” seventeen mont–s. He was go—ng to ិg–t Hen”y
Coope” —n t–e Un—ted K—ngdom, even t–oug– t–e B”—t—s–
Box—ng Boa”d of Cont”ol ”efused to ”ecogn—ze t–e ិg–t
as a wo”ld t—tle bout: t–e BBBofC was aឹl—ated w—t– t–e
Wo”ld Box—ng Counc—l, w–o stated t–at t–ey would only
”ecogn—ze a ិg–t between Joe F”az—e” and a su—table con-
tende” as be—ng fo” t–e wo”ld t—tle. T–e ិg–t was post-
poned a couple of t—mes and eventually cancelled because
Coope” —nju”ed –—s knee.[15] Ell—s t–en planned to ិg–t
Bob Cle”oux —n Mont”eal, but Cle”oux lost w–at was sup-
posed to be a tune-up ិg–t aga—nst t–e l—g–tly ”ega”ded
B—lly Jo—ne”. F—nally, Ell—s was go—ng to ិg–t G”ego”—o
Pe”alta —n A”gent—na, but p”omote”s canceled t–e ិg–t 24
–ou”s befo”e —t was to take place because of poo” t—cket
sales.[16][17]

2.20.7 Unication title match with Joe
Frazier

On Feb”ua”y 16, 1970, Ell—s foug–t Joe F”az—e” to
un—fy t–e Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p at Mad—son

S“ua”e Ga”den —n New Yo”k C—ty. T–e undefeated F”a-
z—e”, a –eavy bett—ng favo”—te, p”oved to be too st”ong and
powe”ful. Ell—s, w–o –ad neve” been ីoo”ed as a –eavy-
we—g–t, was knocked down tw—ce —n t–e fou”t– ”ound by a
”elentless F”az—e”, and Angelo Dundee stopped t–e ិg–t
befo”e t–e sta”t of t–e ិft– ”ound. It was t–e ិ”st knock-
out loss fo” Ell—s.

2.20.8 Fighting Ali

Afte” w—nn—ng –—s next t–”ee ិg–ts, Ell—s foug–t Mu–am-
madAl— —n t–e Houston Ast”odome on July 26, 1971. An-
gelo Dundee c–ose to wo”k w—t– Ell—s fo” t–e ិg–t. He
was Al—’s t”a—ne”, but –e was bot– manage” and t”a—ne” fo”
Ell—s. Wo”k—ng w—t– Ell—s meant t–at –e would get a b—g-
ge” s–a”e of t–e pu”se. Al— unde”stood completely and got
Ha””yW—ley, w–o –ad wo”ked w—t– Hen”y A”mst”ong and
Suga” Ray Rob—nson, to be –—s t”a—ne” fo” t–e Ell—s ិg–t. It
was one of t–e few ិg–ts —n Al—’s ca”ee” —n w–—c– Dundee
was not —n –—s co”ne”.[18]

Ell—s foug–t well ove” t–e ិ”st t–”ee ”ounds, but t–e ិg–t
tu”ned afte” Ell—s was –u”t by a ”—g–t –and —n t–e fou”t–
”ound. T–e ”—g–t –and ན–u”t me so bad I couldn't ”e-
ally ិg–t my best afte” t–at,པ Ell—s sa—d. ནIt ”u—ned me.པ
T–e ”efe”ee stopped t–e ិg–t —n t–e twelft– ”ound as El-
l—s ”ema—ned on –—s feet. No knockdowns we”e ”eco”ded
t–”oug–out t–e ិg–t.[19]

2.20.9 Diminishing skills

Afte” t–e loss to Al—, Ell—s won –—s next e—g–t ិg–ts
by knockout. But on June 18, 1973, –e foug–t Ea”n—e
S–ave”s, w–o was 44ཊ2 (43 KOs), at Mad—son S“ua”e
Ga”den. Ell—s, ”anked fou”t– by t–e WBA, stunned
S–ave”s w—t– a c–opp—ng ”—g–t to t–e jaw and backed –—m
—nto a co”ne”. S–ave”s took nume”ous s–ots —n t–e co”ne”
befo”e cl—nc–—ng. Afte” t–e ”efe”ee sepa”ated t–e ិg–te”s,
S–ave”s put Ell—s down fo” t–e count w—t– a w—ckedly pow-
e”ful s—ngle ”—g–t uppe”cut to t–e c–—n. T–e t—me was 2:39
—n t–e ិ”st ”ound. It was a stunn—ng w—n fo” S–ave”s.[20]

Ell—s came back w—t– a knockout w—n aga—nst club ិg–te”
Memp–—s Al Jones, but w—t– –—s sk—lls —n decl—ne, –e went
w—nless —n –—s next ិve ិg–ts. He lost a spl—t dec—s—on to
Boone K—”kman, foug–t a d”aw w—t– La””y M—ddleton,
d”opped dec—s—ons to Ron Lyle and Joe Bugne”, and was
stopped —n n—ne ”ounds —n a ”ematc– w—t– Joe F”az—e”.

T–e ”ematc– w—t– Joe F”az—e” took place —n Melbou”ne,
Aust”al—a, on Ma”c– 2, 1975. Ell—s t”a—ned at t–e Golden
Bowl Gym —n Cambe”well, Melbou”ne w—t– ma”t—al a”ts
4t– Dan Ge””y Sca—fe. Ell—s won t–e ិ”st t–”ee ”ounds,
but F”az—e” t–en p—cked up t–e —ntens—ty and took cont”ol.
W—t– Ell—s bloody and batte”ed, Angelo Dundee s—gnaled
fo” ”efe”ee Bob Foste” to stop t–e ិg–t —n t–e n—nt– ”ound.
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2.20.10 Retirement

On May 6, 1975, —n w–at would be –—s last ិg–t, Ell—s
knocked out club ិg–te” Ca”l Bake” —n t–e ិ”st ”ound. He
”et—”ed aged 35 afte” suាe”—ng a t”a—n—ng —nju”y t–at left
–—m pa”t—ally bl—nd —n –—s left eye. Ell—s ិn—s–ed w—t– a
”eco”d of 40ཊ12ཊ1 (24 KOs).

Afte” ”et—”—ng f”om box—ng, Ell—s t”a—ned boxe”s. Late” –e
wo”ked fo” t–e Lou—sv—lle Pa”ks Depa”tment on at–let—c
and ”ec”eat—onal p”ojects between 1989 and 2003.[21]

2.20.11 Life outside boxing

In 2004 Ell—s told t–e Washington Times "...All I eve”
wanted to be was a good ិg–te” and good man.'[22] He
seemed to ac–—eve —t. B”ot–e” Jeា gave a t”—bute on –—s
deat– say—ng " He was someone you could model you”self
onཔ[23] Ell—s was a ”ese”ved fam—ly man w–o s–unned ីas–
alt–oug– –ad a dete”m—ned compet—t—ve st”eak —n box—ng.

W—t– w—fe Ma”y –e –ad s—x c–—ld”en,2 sons and 4 daug–-
te”s. H—s b”ot–e” C–a”les boxed —n t–e 1964 Olymp—cs.
Ell—s was pe”sonally k—nd and g”ac—ous. He ma—nta—ned a
b”ot–e”ly ”elat—ons–—p w—t– Al— ove” all t–e decades. Al—
–—mself often ”ecalled Ell—s as a g”eat f”—end. Ell—s wasn't
always pleased by t–e spa””—ng pa”tne” tag but felt –e –ad
p”oved –—mself above t–at.[24]

He suាe”ed f”om dement—a pug—l—st—ca, fo” ove” decade
befo”e –—s deat–.[25] It was ”epo”ted t–at Ell—s’ cond—t—on
was so bad t–at –e bel—eved –—s deceased w—fe, Ma”y w–o
d—ed —n 2006, was st—ll al—ve.[26][27]

2.20.12 Death

Ell—s d—ed of compl—cat—ons f”om dement—a on May 6,
2014, —n Lou—sv—lle, Bapt—st Hosp—tal, Kentucky.[28]

A t”—bute came —n f”om Mu–ammad Al—; 'In t–e wo”ld of
–eavywe—g–ts I always t–oug–t –—m one of t–e bestཔ.[29]

Ell—s’s fam—ly cons—de”ed t–at box—ng exace”bated t–e de-
ment—a, but –ad not necessa”—ly caused —t.[30] H—s younge”
b”ot–e” Jeា, w–o'd t”a—ned w—t– Ell—s —n yea”s past, com-
mented t–at –e –—mself now avo—ded watc–—ng box—ng as
–e'd seen too many damaged by —t.[31] Ell—s was su”v—ved
by t–”ee b”ot–e”s and a s—ste”.[32] Son Jeា played p”ofes-
s—onal football and conិ”med t–e fam—ly we”e always —m-
mensely p”oud of Ell—s’s ac–—evements and wo”ld t—tle.[33]

2.20.13 Legacy

Ell—s w—ll be ”emembe”ed as a top boxe” and pa”t t—tle
–olde” w–o battled bot– F”az—e” and Al—. Not w—t–stand-
—ng –—s contests w—t– Qua””y, Patte”son and Bonavena
–oweve”. It was pe”–aps box—ng’s peak e”a and –e was
a c”uc—al majo” ិgu”e.

2.20.14 Professional boxing record

2.20.15 See also

• L—st of people f”om t–e Lou—sv—lle met”opol—tan a”ea
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2.20.17 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” J—mmy Ell—s f”om
BoxRec

• J—mmy Ell—s at t–e Inte”net Mov—e Database

2.21 Buster Mathis

BusterMathis (June 11, 1943 ཊ Septembe” 6, 1995) was
a boxe” w–o –ad a ve”y successful ca”ee” as an amateu”
–eavywe—g–t boxe”. He “ual—ិed fo” a spot —n t–e 1964
Tokyo Olymp—cs. Howeve”, –e was —nju”ed and was un-
able to compete t–e”e. Instead of –—m, t–e ិg–te” Mat–—s
beat —n t–e Olymp—c T”—als went to t–e Olymp—cs. T–—s
ិg–te” was t–e legenda”y Joe F”az—e”, w–o went on to w—n
t–e gold medal.

Mat–—s was an —mp”ess—ve –ulk—ng ិgu”e w–o often foug–t
at a”ound 245lbs. He was su”p”—s—ngly ag—le, w—t– good
box—ng sk—ll and ”espected powe”. H—s comb—nat—on
punc–es we”e fast and accu”ate too.

2.21.1 Professional career

Mat–—s tu”ned p”ofess—onal —n June 1965 w—t– a sec-
ond ”ound knockout v—cto”y ove” Bob Mayna”d. Buste”
Mat–—s went on to w—n –—s next 22 contests as well and
“ual—ិed fo” a s–ot at t–e New Yo”k State At–let—c Com-
m—ss—onWo”ld Heavywe—g–t T—tle, w–—c– –ad become va-
cant afte” Mu–ammad Al— was st”—pped of t–e t—tle fo”
”efus—ng to be d”afted —nto t–e Un—ted States a”my.

T–e T—tle ិg–t was to be –eld Ma”c– 4, 1968 —n New
Yo”k's Mad—son S“ua”e Ga”den aga—nst 'smok—ng' Joe
F”az—e”, –—s old ”—val. Bot– boxe”s we”e unbeaten as p”o-
fess—onals, so tens—on was –—g–. R—ng magaz—ne noted
t–at Mat–—s –ad bu—lt up useful expe”—ence on a ”ange of
mostly competent but non ”anked opponents, w–—lst F”a-
z—e” –ad been t–”own —n t–e deep end ea”ly and by now –ad
battled seve”al top names. T–—s may –ave –ad a tell—ng
outcome —n t–e contest.

Mat–—s made a p”om—s—ng sta”t —n t–e ិg–t. He was a–ead
at m—dpo—nt, but t–e gap na””owed a lot w—t– t–e s–ee”
p”essu”e f”om a dete”m—ned F”az—e” —n t–e late” ”ounds.
T–e end came suddenly w–en a s—ngle s–o”t t–udd—ng left
–ook landed as Mat–—s advanced. It won t–e ិg–t by 11t–
”ound knockout fo” F”az—e”.

Buste” Mat–—s cont—nued to ិg–t —n t–e follow—ng yea”s,
outpo—nt—ng –—g–ly ”ega”ded —”onman Geo”ge C–uvalo,
but los—ng on po—nts to Je””y Qua””y - a ិg–t Mat–—s was
favou”ed to w—n. Mat–—s ”et—”ed afte” los—ng to Qua””y —n
1969, but ”etu”ned —n 1971 to box Mu–ammad Al— fo”
t–e NABF belt, los—ng on po—nts ove” 12 ”ounds. Al— was
late” c”—t—c—zed fo” not ិn—s–—ng Mat–—s —n t–e ិnal ”ounds
of t–e ិg–t.[1]

Afte” Mat–—s was knocked out —n just t–”ee ”ounds —n Au-
gust 1972 by fast-”—s—ng punc–e” Ron Lyle, –e dec—ded to
”et—”e fo” good f”om box—ng.

2.21.2 Retirement

Mat–—s suាe”ed f”om va”—ous –ealt– p”oblems —n late”
yea”s, suc– as d—abetes and k—dney p”oblems. A 1980
Spo”ts Illust”ated a”t—cle featu”ed —nte”v—ews w—t– Mat–—s
and many of Mu–ammad Al—’s ot–e” opponents. It ”e-
po”ted Mat–—s wo”ked —n t–e t”uck—ng bus—ness afte” –e
”et—”ed f”om t–e ”—ng. T–e fo”me” pug—l—st late” suាe”ed a
–ea”t attack and two st”okes. H—s compuls—ve eat—ng –ad
ballooned –—s we—g–t to 550 pounds and, —n 1995, –e d—ed
of a –ea”t attack at age of 52. A R—ng magaz—ne t”—bute
noted –e was ”eally an easy go—ng guy and pe”–aps too
n—ce fo” t–e box—ng game.

He won 30 ិg–ts (21 by KO) and lost 4 w—t– –—s only p”o-
fess—onal losses com—ng aga—nst Joe F”az—e”, Je””y Qua””y,
Mu–ammad Al— and Ron Lyle.

2.21.3 Professional boxing record

2.21.4 Personal life

H—s son Buste” Mat–—s J”. was to late” become a success-
ful ិg–te”, and was to take on M—ke Tyson —n 1995. H—s
son Cole, was bo”n —n C–—na —n 1992, —n S–ang–a—.
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2.22 Jürgen Blin

Jürgen Blin (bo”n 7 Ap”—l 1943) was a Ge”man boxe”.
He —s best known fo” ិg–t—ng Mu–ammad Al— on 26 De-
cembe” 1971, be—ng knocked out —n t–e sevent– ”ound.

Bo”n —n Fe–ma”n and ”es—d—ng —n Hambu”g, –e ”ep”e-
sented West Ge”many. Bl—n’s ”eco”d —n t–e ”—ng was 30-
12-6 w—t– e—g–t knockouts.[1] He was g”eatly adm—”ed by
Ge”man box—ng fans fo” –—s toug–ness and stam—na —n t–e
”—ng. He was b”—eីy –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on of Ge”many
afte” beat—ng Ge”–a”d Zec– (–e –ad two d”aws w—t– –—m
p”ev—ously).

H—s ិ”st p”ofess—onal bout came aga—nst Klaus K”üge” —n
Octobe” 1964. Bl—n won t–—s bout, as well as t–e next
ិve bouts aga—nst domest—c opponents, and lost –—s ិ”st
p”ofess—onal bout —n June 1965 to Ray Patte”son —n Jo”dal
Amិ.[1]

Bl—n lost a dec—s—on to Joe Bugne” —nMay 1971w–en ិg–t-
—ng fo” t–e Eu”opean –eavywe—g–t t—tle. Bl—n late” won t–e
t—tle —n June 1972, –—s g”eatest t”—ump– —n t–e ”—ng, w–en
–e beat Jose U”ta—n (w–o –ad beaten Bl—n fo” t–e same
t—tle —n June 1970). Howeve”, —n Octobe” 1972, Bl—n once
aga—n faced Bugne” w–o ”eta—ned t–e t—tle by knock—ng t–e
Ge”man —n t–e e—g–t– ”ound.[1]

T–e bout aga—nst Mu–ammad Al— –appened on 26 De-
cembe” 1971 —n Hallenstad—on A”ena, Zü”—c–. Bl—n was
knocked out 2 m—nutes and 12 seconds —nto t–e sevent–
”ound.[1] In 2002, Bl—n collabo”ated w—t– aut–o” Step–en
B”unt on a book called Facing Ali. He sa—d t–at ិg–t—ng
Al— was t–e g”eatest –onou” of –—s l—fe.

2.22.1 Professional boxing record

2.22.2 References

[1] Ju”gen Bl—n ”eco”d at box”ec.com

[2] –ttp://box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=9387&
cat=boxe”

2.23 Mac Foster

Not to be confused w—t– Ma”c Fo”ste”.

MacArthur "Mac" Foster (June 27, 1942 ཊ July 19,
2010) was an Ame”—can –eavywe—g–t p”ofess—onal boxe”.
Foste” was known as one of t–e –a”dest punc–e”s of –—s
e”a, and —t’s sa—d t–at –e once knocked out t–e powe”ful
and fea”ed Sonny L—ston du”—ng a spa””—ng sess—on. In –—s
p”ofess—onal box—ng ca”ee”, –e sco”ed notable w—ns ove”
top ិg–te”s suc– as T–ad Spence”, Cleveland W—ll—ams
and Zo”a Folley.

2.23.1 Early life

T–e son of M—ss—ss—pp— s–a”ec”oppe”s, Foste” was a 6'
2པ Un—ted States Ma”—ne Co”ps V—etnam Wa” vete”an.[1]

Bo”n —n Alexand”—a, V—”g—n—a[2] –e g”ew up —n F”esno,
Cal—fo”n—a, t–e t–—”d of eleven c–—ld”en. H—s fat–e” was a
nu”se. Foste” p—cked g”apes and cotton as a yout–. F”esno
State Un—ve”s—ty oាe”ed Foste” a t”ack and ិeld sc–ola”-
s–—p out of Was–—ngton H—g– Sc–ool, but –e voluntee”ed
fo” t–e Un—ted States Ma”—nes —nstead. In t–e se”v—ce, Fos-
te” won fou”teen amateu” box—ng t—tles. Afte” a m—l—ta”y
d—sc–a”ge, Foste” tu”ned p”o, becom—ng t–e t–—”d F”esno
boxe” of note (Young Co”bett III was a wo”ld welte”-
we—g–t c–amp—on and Wayne T–o”nton ”ose t–”oug– t–e
”ank—ngs to become a numbe” one –eavywe—g–t contende”
—n 1970. Foste” t”a—ned w—t– Pat D—Fu”—a at t–e Me”ced
St”eet Gym.[1]

2.23.2 Boxing career

Known as B—g Mac 'T–e Kn—fe' f”om F”esno, Foste” made
–—s p”ofess—onal debut —n 1966, w—nn—ng –—s ិ”st 24 ិg–ts
by knockout, and was named Ring Magazine p”og”ess of
t–e yea” fo” 1969. As B”—ta—n’s Box—ng Illust”ated maga-
z—ne put —t 'He could ce”ta—nly w–ack!'.

W–—lst se”v—ng as a spa””—ng pa”tne” fo” Sonny L—s-
ton, Foste” ”epo”tedly knocked out t–e fo”me” wo”ld
c–amp—on.[3]

By 1970, Foste” was ”anked as t–e wo”ld’s numbe” one
–eavywe—g–t contende” and seemed set fo” a t—tle s–ot, but
–—s 24-0 w—nn—ng st”eak came to an end w–en as favou”—te
–e was stopped —n s—x ”ounds by t–e mo”e expe”—enced
Je””y Qua””y —n June 1970. Afte” t–e Qua””y ិg–t, Fos-
te” knocked out age—ng but well ”ated Zo”a Folley —n one
”ound.

In Ap”—l 1972 Foste” facedMu–ammadAl— —n Tokyo. Al-
t–oug– –e scuppe”ed Al—’s p”ed—ct—on of a ិft– ”ound stop-
page by last—ng t–e d—stance, Foste” lost a clea” dec—s—on
to t–e fo”me” c–amp—on. But Foste” was c–ee”ed fo” –—s
sp—”—ted attempt.

Foste” followed up –—s loss to Al— w—t– knockouts of jou”-
neymen Sam McG—ll and C–a”les W—ll—ams. He was t–en
outpo—nted by Bob Stall—ngs, Joe Bugne” and Hen”y Cla”k
—n consecut—ve bouts.

Foste” se”ved as Geo”ge Fo”eman's spa””—ng pa”tne” fo”
Fo”eman’s wo”ld t—tle bout w—t– Ken No”ton —n 1974. He
”et—”ed f”om box—ng —n 1976 afte” los—ng –—s fou”t– con-
secut—ve dec—s—on, t–—s t—me to p”ospect Stan Wa”d. Fos-
te”’s ិnal ”eco”d was 30-6, w—t– all 30 of –—s w—ns com—ng
by knockout.

2.23.3 After retirement

Afte” ”et—”—ng, Foste” voluntee”ed –—s t—me as box—ng
coac– fo” yout–.[1]
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2.23.4 Death

Foste” d—ed of MRSA onMonday, July 19, 2010. He was
68. Foste” was su”v—ved by –—s w—feYolanda and t–e—” fou”
c–—ld”en, G”ego”y, Jos–ua, Nat–an—el and N—cole. He was
bu”—ed at t–e San Joa“u—n Valley Nat—onal Cemete”y —n
Santa Nella, Cal—fo”n—a.[4]

2.23.5 Professional boxing record

2.23.6 References
[1] Jeា Dav—s (July 19, 2010). ནMac Foste”, fo”me” boxe”

f”om F”esno, d—esཔ. The Fresno Bee. A”c–—ved f”om t–e
o”—g—nal on July 22, 2010. Ret”—eved July 20, 2010.

[2] ནP”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Mac Foste”པ. BoxRec.
Ret”—eved Ap”—l 7, 2008.

[3] –ttps://news.google.com/newspape”s?—d=
R2AOAAAAIBAJ&sj—d=POsFAAAAIBAJ&pg=
5755,2105803&d“

[4] Mac ནT–e Kn—feཔ Foste” at Find a Grave

[5] –ttp://box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=9388&
cat=boxe”

2.23.7 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Mac Foste” f”om
BoxRec

2.24 Alvin Lewis

Alvin Lewis, also known as Al Lewis, (bo”n 1943 —n
Det”o—t, M—c–—gan, Un—ted States) —s a p”ofess—onal boxe”
w–o foug–t —n t–e –eavywe—g–t d—v—s—on unde” t–e al—as
ࣜAl ࣜBlueࣝ Lewisࣝ. Lew—s was a long-te”m spa””—ng pa”t-
ne” of Mu–ammad Al— and —s ment—oned —n Al—’s autob—-
og”ap–y. He was a well-known powe”ful gym adve”sa”y.
He also spa””ed w—t–, among ot–e”s, Geo”ge Fo”eman fo”
t–e C–amp’s t–en upcom—ng matc– w—t– Ken No”ton.

2.24.1 Professional career

Afte” a t”oubled yout– backg”ound, Lew—s tu”ned p”ofes-
s—onal —n June 1966 —n Canton, O–—o, Un—ted States. In
–—s debut Lew—s faced ࣜClown Princeࣝ A”t M—lle”. Lew—s
won t–—s ិg–t w—t– a 1st ”ound knockout.[1]

2.24.2 Other matches

He acc”ued 15 w—ns f”om –—s debut. But t–en Bob
Stall—ngs stopped –—m —n seven —n 1967. But Lew—s won
t–e—” ”ematc– a yea” late” by a 2nd ”ound knock out.

Lew—s also foug–t Leot—sMa”t—n tw—ce a w–—le late”, los—ng
t–e ិ”st by KO —n 9 and t–e d—”ect ”ematc– by dec—s—on.
Lew—s outpo—nted f”—nge contende” D—ck W—ppe”man —n
1967.

He foug–t an age—ng Cleveland W—ll—ams w–om –e
stopped —n fou” —n 1970, Osca” Bonavena aga—nst w–om–e
lost by d—s“ual—ិcat—on afte” deck—ng Osca” seve”al t—mes
—n 1971 and Jack O'Hallo”an, aga—nst w–om –e lost on
po—nts —n 1973.[1]

2.24.3 The Ali ght

He —s best ”emembe”ed fo” a non-t—tle ិg–t w—t–
Mu–ammad Al— w–—c– took place at C”oke Pa”k —n
Dubl—n, I”eland on July 19, 1972, w–—c– –e lost by an
11t– ”ound TKO.[1] Lew—s was outclassed. Down —n t–e
5t– —t looked l—ke t–e end. But –e ”all—ed onwa”ds. He
t–en su”p”—sed many by launc–—ng oាens—ves just w–en —t
wasn't expected, typ—cally afte” an Al— bu”st. T–e Lew—s-
Al— event —s desc”—bed —n t–e documenta”y ិlm,When Ali
Came to Ireland.

2.24.4 Retirement

He last foug–t —n Novembe” 1973. H—s ”et—”ement t–en
came suddenly and unexpected. A R—ng Magaz—ne a”t—cle
deta—led –e'd stopped to –elp a P”—est w—t– a b”oken down
ca”. In look—ng —n t–e eng—ne bay t–e batte”y spa”ked sp—t-
t—ng ac—d —n one eye w–—c– meant –—s l—cence was ”evoked.

Lew—s’s ិnal ”eco”d was 30W(19Ko’s)−6L-0D.

2.24.5 Professional boxing record

2.24.6 References

[1] Box”ec. ནAlv—n Lew—sཔ. Boxrec Fighter Page. Ret”—eved
Janua”y 5, 2009.

[2] –ttp://box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=9389&
cat=boxe”

2.24.7 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Alv—n Lew—s f”om
BoxRec

• B”—ef b—og”ap–y

• A”t—cle on Lew—s

• V—deo of t–e Al—ཊLew—s ិg–t on YouTube

• Footage of Rounds 8, 9 & 10 of t–e ិg–t w—t– Al—
on YouTube
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• Round by ”ound newspape” account of Lew—s vs Al—
f”om New Yo”k’s I”—s– A”ts Cente”’s Fighting Irish-
men, A Celebration of the Celtic Warrior

• T–e Week Al— C–a”med I”eland

2.25 Bob Foster

Robert Lloyd Foster (Decembe” 15, 1938 ཊ Novem-
be” 21, 2015) was an Ame”—can p”ofess—onal boxe” w–o
foug–t as a l—g–t –eavywe—g–t and –eavywe—g–t. Known
as ནT–e Deputy S–e”—ាཔ, Foste” was one of t–e g”eat-
est l—g–t –eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons —n box—ng –—sto”y. He
won t–e und—sputed l—g–t –eavywe—g–t t—tle f”om D—ck
T—ge” —n 1968 v—a fou”t– ”ound knockout, and went on
to defend –—s c”own fou”teen t—mes —n total f”om 1968 to
1974. Foste” c–allenged –eavywe—g–t k—ngs Joe F”az—e”
and Mu–ammad Al— du”—ng –—s ca”ee”, but was knocked
out by bot– ិg–te”s (t–e ិg–t w—t– Al— was not fo” a wo”ld
–eavywe—g–t t—tle, but fo” t–e ”eg—onal NABF ve”s—on).

Foste” ”et—”ed f”om p”ofess—onal box—ng —n 1978, at t–e
age of 40.

2.25.1 Early years

Foste” sta”ted –—s p”ofess—onal ca”ee” on t–e n—g–t of
Ma”c– 27, 1961, aga—nst Duke W—ll—ams, —n Was–—ngton,
D.C., w—nn—ng by knockout —n two ”ounds. T–e ិ”st 12
bouts of –—s ca”ee” we”e spent campa—gn—ng —n t–e Un—ted
States’ Easte”n coast and —n Canada. In –—s tent– bout,
–e made –—s ិ”st of mult—ple fo”ays —nto t–e Heavywe—g–t
d—v—s—on, and suាe”ed –—s ិ”st loss, at t–e –ands of Doug
Jones by a knockout —n t–e e—g–t– ”ound.

Afte” two mo”e w—ns, –e went —n 1963 to Pe”u, w–e”e
–e lost to Sout– Ame”—can c–amp—on Mau”o M—na by a
dec—s—on —n ten ”ounds at L—ma.

T–”ee mo”e ិg–ts back —n t–e States ”esulted —n “u—ck
knockout w—ns fo” –—m, and t–en, —n 1964, –e made –—s
second attempt at ente”—ng t–e –eavywe—g–t ”ank—ngs, be-
—ng knocked out —n t–e sevent– by futu”e wo”ld Heavy-
we—g–t c–amp—on E”n—e Te””ell. He ិn—s–ed t–e yea” by
post—ng t–”ee mo”e knockout w—ns at L—g–t Heavywe—g–t,
two of t–em —n t–e mont– of Novembe”. T–e n—g–t of
Novembe” 11 was Foste”’s ិ”st ិg–t of note as a l—g–t-
–eavywe—g–t. One mont– afte” knock—ng out Don Qu—nn
—n t–e ិ”st ”ound, –e stepped up —n t–e ”—ng aga—n and faced
fo”me” wo”ld t—tle c–allenge” Hen”y Hank. He beat Hank
by a knockout —n t–e tent–.

In 1965, –e –ad ិve ិg–ts, w—nn—ng fou” and los—ng one.
He beat Hank aga—n, by dec—s—on —n 12, and lost to Zo”a
Folley, by a dec—s—on —n ten, —n anot–e” attempt at jo—n—ng
t–e Heavywe—g–t top ten.

In 1966 –e defeated Le”oy G”een —n two ”ounds.

By 1967, Foste”, alt–oug– –—s attempts to become a top

Heavywe—g–t we”e be—ng f”ust”ated, was a ”anked l—g–t-
–eavywe—g–t. He dec—ded to st—ck to t–e l—g–t-–eavywe—g–t
d—v—s—on fo” t–e t—me be—ng, and –e won all seven of –—s
ិg–ts, s—x by knockout. Among t–e ិg–te”s –e beat we”e
Edd—e Cotton, Edd—e V—ck, and Sonny Moo”e. Afte” de-
feat—ngMoo”e, Foste” was t–e wo”ld’s numbe” one ”anked
L—g–t Heavywe—g–t c–allenge”.

2.25.2 World light-heavyweight champion

In 1968, Foste” got –—s ិ”st s–ot at a wo”ld t—tle. At
Mad—son S“ua”e Ga”den —n New Yo”k, on t–e n—g–t of
Ma”c– 24, Foste” became wo”ld c–amp—on by knock—ng
out D—ck T—ge” —n fou” ”ounds. T—ge” –ad been a two-
t—me wo”ld m—ddlewe—g–t c–amp—on and was defend—ng
–—s wo”ld l—g–t-–eavywe—g–t c”own t–at n—g–t. Foste” t–en
dec—ded to box at –eavywe—g–t once aga—n, and beat fu-
tu”e Geo”ge Fo”eman v—ct—m C–a”l—e Pol—te by a knock-
out —n t–”ee. He ended t–at yea” defeat—ng V—ck aga—n, and
–—s futu”e wo”ld t—tle c–allenge” Roge” Rouse, bot– by a
knockout.

In 1969, –e began by ”—s—ng oា t–e canvas to knock out
F”ank De Paula —n t–e same ិ”st ”ound and ”eta—n –—s belt.
It —s bel—eved t–at was t–e ិ”st t—me eve” a boxe” won a
wo”ld t—tle ិg–t —n t–e ិ”st ”ound afte” be—ng ីoo”ed —n
t–at same ”ound. It —s also bel—eved t–at t–at ិg–t —s one
of only t–”ee t—mes t–at’s –appened... t–e second t—me
be—ng —n 1984, w–en Juan Meza ”ose oា a knockdown to
det–”one wo”ld J”. Feat–e”we—g–t c–amp—on Ja—me Ga”za
—n t–e same ិ”st ”ound too. It also –appened —n t–e 21st
centu”y, w–en Kendall Holt was d”opped tw—ce, only to
knockout R—ca”do To””es —n ”ound 1, fo” t–e WBO 140 lb
t—tle.

Foste”’s next ិg–t —n 1969 was aga—nst Andy Kendall,
w–om –e beat —n fou” ”ounds by knockout, to once aga—n
”eta—n t–e c”own. He closed t–e 1960s w—t– two mo”e
knockout w—ns.

2.25.3 Frazier vs Foster

In 1970, Foste” made two mo”e t”—ps to t–e –eavywe—g–ts.
In t–e ិ”st, –e beat f”—nge contende” Lee Wallace —n s—x
”ounds by knockout. T–—s was followed by a ”etu”n to
t–e l—g–t-–eavywe—g–t d—v—s—on to defend –—s t—tle aga—nst
Rouse. Infu”—ated by some comments t–at Rouse’s man-
age” –ad made befo”e t–e bout conce”n—ng t–e fact t–at
even t–oug– Foste” knocked out Rouse —n t–e—” ិ”st bout
–e was not able to d”op –—m, Foste” d”opped Rouse ិve
t—mes en ”oute to a fou”t– ”ound knockout v—cto”y. A
knockout —n 10 to ”eta—n t–e t—tle aga—nst Ma”k Tessman
followed, and t–en –e was g—ven t–e c–ance to c–allenge
fo” t–e wo”ld –eavywe—g–t t—tle. Fac—ng wo”ld c–amp—on
Joe F”az—e” on t–e n—g–t of Novembe” 18 —n Det”o—t, –e
was knocked out —n two ”ounds.

Afte” defeat—ng Hal Ca””oll by a knockout —n fou” ”ounds
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to defend –—s c”own, t–e WBA st”—pped –—m of t–e t—tle,
but –e ”ema—ned as wo”ld c–amp—on on t–e WBC. Foste”
became en”aged at t–e WBA, w–—c– p”oceeded to –ave
V—cente Rondon of Venezuela and J—mmy Dup”ee ិg–t
fo” t–e wo”ld t—tle. Rondon won, becom—ng t–e second
Lat—n Ame”—can wo”ld l—g–t-–eavywe—g–t c–amp—on (afte”
José To””es), and Foste” set –—s eyes on –—m. Foste” went
on defend—ng –—s WBC t—tle, and –e defeated c–allenge”s
Ray Ande”son, Tommy H—cks, and B”—an Kelly. Of t–ose
t–”ee, —t was Ande”son w–o was t–e only one to last t–e
15 ”ound d—stance w—t– Foste”.

2.25.4 Ali vs Foster

Foste” and Rondon met —n M—am— on Ap”—l 7, 1972, —n
a un—ិcat—on bout. Foste” became t–e und—sputed wo”ld
c–amp—on once aga—n, by knock—ng Rondon out —n t–e sec-
ond ”ound. In –—s next ិg–t, –e used w–at many c”—t—cs
–ave called one of t–e best punc–es —n –—sto”y to ”eta—n –—s
t—tle by a knockout —n fou” aga—nst M—ke Qua””y. Foste”
t–en went up —n we—g–t and faced fo”me” and futu”e wo”ld
–eavywe—g–t c–amp—on Mu–ammad Al—, —n w–at was leg-
enda”y ”efe”ee M—lls Lane's ិ”st bout of note as a ”efe”ee.
Foste” lost to Al— by a knockout —n t–e e—g–t–, afte” be—ng
knocked down 7 t—mes.

In 1973, Foste” ”eta—ned –—s t—tle tw—ce aga—nst P—e””e
Fou”—e, bot– by dec—s—on. T–e—” second ិg–t –ad a d—s-
t—nct soc—al —mpact because —t was foug–t —n Apa”t–e—d-
”uled Sout– Af”—ca, Foste” be—ng Black and Fou”—e be—ng
W–—te. Foste” became a –e”o to Sout– Af”—can Blacks by
beat—ng Fou”—e t–e ិ”st t—me a”ound, and —n t–e—” ”ematc–,
t–e ិ”st box—ng ិg–t —n Sout– Af”—ca afte” Apa”t–e—d fea-
tu”—ng a W–—te ve”sus a Black, –e cemented t–at pos—-
t—on by defeat—ng Fou”—e on po—nts aga—n. Howeve”, as
Ma”k Mat–abane noted —n –—s autob—og”ap–y Kaથr Boy,
Sout– Af”—ca’s black populat—on also felt bet”ayed by Fos-
te” s—nce –e d—dn't add”ess Apa”t–e—d du”—ng –—s t—me —n
Sout– Af”—ca.

2.25.5 Retirement and comeback

H—s last defense as wo”ld l—g–t-–eavywe—g–t c–amp—on
came —n 1974, w–en –e was d”opped by A”gent—n—an Jo”ge
A–umada, but managed to keep t–e t—tle w—t– a d”aw. Af-
te” t–at, –e announced –—s ”et—”ement, leav—ng t–e wo”ld’s
l—g–t-–eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons–—p vacant.[2]

Foste” would ”etu”n to t–e ”—ng —n 1975, w—nn—ng a se”—es
of 10 ”ound contests, befo”e ”et—”—ng fo” good.

In –—s ”et—”ement, t–e fo”me” wo”ld c–amp—on jo—ned t–e
Be”nal—llo County S–e”—ា’s Depa”tment and became a de-
tect—ve, w–e”e –e would become a well known oឹce” —n
t–e Albu“ue”“ue a”ea.[3]

He ma””—ed fou” t—mes and became a w—dowe” —n 1984.

He was —nducted —nto t–e Inte”nat—onal Box—ng Hall of
Fame at Canastota, New Yo”k, —n 1990.

Foste” –ad a ”eco”d of 56 w—ns, 8 losses and 1 d”aw, w—t–
46 w—ns com—ng by knockout. He was named to R—ng
Magaz—ne’s l—st of 100 G”eatest Punc–e”s. He was also
named to R—ng Magaz—ne’s l—st of t–e 80 Best F—g–te”s of
t–e Last 80 Yea”s, ”ank—ng at #55.

Foste” d—ed on Novembe” 21, 2015 at a –osp—tal —n
Albu“ue”“ue, New Mex—co at t–e age of 76.[3]

2.25.6 Professional boxing record

2.25.7 See also

• L—st of WBC wo”ld c–amp—ons

2.25.8 References

[1] Bob Foste”’s P”ofess—onal Box—ng Reco”d. BoxRec.com.
Ret”—eved on 2011-12-27.

[2] ནFoste” Keeps T—tle on D”awཔ. St. Pete”sbu”g T—mes.
1974-06-18. Ret”—eved 2010-01-13.

[3] Goldsm—t–, Alex (2015-11-21) C–amp—on boxe”, BCSO
deputy Bob Foste” dead at 77. k”“e.com

2.25.9 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Bob Foste” f”om
BoxRec

• New Mex—co Box—ng, t–e Bob Foste” sto”y

• –ttp://www.bobfoste”box—ng.net

2.26 Joe Bugner

József Kreul ୬Joe୭ Bugner (bo”n 13 Ma”c– 1950) —s
a Hunga”—an-bo”n B”—t—s–-Aust”al—an fo”me” –eavywe—g–t
boxe” and acto”. He –olds t”—ple nat—onal—ty, be—ng a
c—t—zen of Hunga”y and a natu”al—zed c—t—zen of bot–
Aust”al—a and t–e Un—ted K—ngdom. As an acto” –e —s best
known fo” –—s ”ole —n t–e 1994 act—on ិlm Street Fighter,
alongs—de Jean-Claude Van Damme and Raul Jul—a.

Bo”n —n Sző”eg, a sout–easte”n subu”b of Szeged —n
sout–e”n Hunga”y, Bugne” and –—s fam—ly ីed afte” t–e
1956 Sov—et —nvas—on and settled —n England. Stand—ng
at 6 ft 4 —n (1.93 m) w—t– a p”—me we—g–t of a”ound
220 pounds (100 kg),[1] Bugne” tw—ce –eld t–e B”—t—s–
and B”—t—s– Commonwealt– –eavywe—g–t t—tles and was
a t–”ee-t—me Eu”opean –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on. He was
”anked among t–e wo”ld’s top ten –eavywe—g–ts —n t–e
1970s, ិg–t—ng suc– opponents as Mu–ammad Al—, Joe
F”az—e”, Ron Lyle, J—mmy Ell—s, Manuel Ramos, C–uck
Wepne”, Ea”n—e S–ave”s, Hen”y Coope”, B”—an London,
Mac Foste”, Rud—e Lubbe”s, Edua”do Co”lett—, Ju”gen
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Bl—n and Geo”ge Jo–nson. He foug–t fo” t–e wo”ld –eavy-
we—g–t c–amp—ons–—p —n 1975, los—ng on po—nts —n a sec-
ond bout w—t– Al—.

Bugne” ”et—”ed f”om box—ng —n 1976, but ove” t–e next
two decades –e made spo”ad—c comebacks w—t– va”y—ng
success. He ”elocated to Aust”al—a —n 1986, adopt—ng
t–e n—ckname ནAuss—e Joeཔ, beat—ng ិg–te”s suc– as G”eg
Page, Dav—d Bey, Ande”s Eklund and James T—ll—s befo”e
”et—”—ng aga—n afte” a TKO loss to F”ank B”uno —n 1987.
He made a ិnal comeback du”—ng t–e 1990s, w—nn—ng
t–e Aust”al—an –eavywe—g–t t—tle —n 1995 and t–e l—g–tly-
”ega”ded Wo”ld Box—ng Fede”at—on (WBF) –eavywe—g–t
c–amp—ons–—p —n 1998 at t–e age of 48. He ”et—”ed fo” t–e
last t—me —n 1999 w—t– a ិnal ”eco”d of 69-13-1, —nclud—ng
43 w—ns by knockout.

2.26.1 Early years

Joe and –—s fam—ly ីed to t–e Un—ted K—ngdom —n t–e late
1950s because of t–e Sov—et Un—on’s —nvas—on of Hunga”y
—n 1956 afte” t–e Hunga”—an Up”—s—ng of t–at yea”.[2] T–ey
settled —n t–e Camb”—dges–—”e town of St Ives —n t–e Fens,
and so, as local custom d—ctated, –e was known as a Fen
T—ge”. At sc–ool Bugne” excelled —n spo”ts and was t–e
nat—onal jun—o” d—scus c–amp—on —n 1964.[3] He l—ved and
t”a—ned —n Bedfo”d du”—ng –—s ea”ly box—ng yea”s; –e was
a ”egula” at Bedfo”d Boys Club unde” t–e t”a—n—ng of Paul
K—ng[4] and attendedGold—ngton Road Sc–ool —n Bedfo”d.

2.26.2 Boxing career

1960s

Bugne” –ad a s–o”t amateu” ca”ee”, ិg–t—ng s—xteen t—mes
and w—nn—ng t–—”teen bouts. He tu”ned p”ofess—onal —n
1967 (at t–e unusually young age of seventeen) on t–e
adv—ce of –—s t–en t”a—ne” and f”—end Andy Sm—t–. Sm—t–
was un–appy w—t– t–e c–o—ce of Bugne”’s opponents and
bel—eved t–at –e could bette” cont”ol t–e “ual—ty of –—s op-
ponents —f Bugne” tu”ned p”ofess—onal.[5] He –ad a los-
—ng debut aga—nst Paul B”own on 20 Decembe” 1967 at
t–e London H—lton, w–e”e –e suាe”ed a TKO —n t–e t–—”d
”ound. S–ow—ng g”—tty dete”m—nat—on, afte” –—s debut t–e
teenage Bugne” went on to w—n a ”ema”kable 18 consec-
ut—ve ិg–ts —n unde” two yea”s du”—ng 1968 and 1969 (—n-
clud—ng 13 stoppage v—cto”—es) befo”e na””owly los—ng to
t–e olde” and vastly mo”e expe”—enced D—ck Hall.[6] He
bounced back and ”ounded oា t–e 1960s w—t– t–”ee fu”-
t–e” stoppage v—cto”—es.

1970s

In 1970 Bugne” eme”ged —nte”nat—onally as an outstand—ng
young p”ospect, and by t–e end of t–e yea” –e was wo”ld-
”ated. He won n—ne consecut—ve bouts t–at yea”, —nclud—ng
v—cto”—es ove” well-known boxe”s suc– as C–uck Wepne”,

Manuel Ramos, Jo–nny P”escott, B”—an London, Ray Pat-
te”son, Edua”do Co”lett—, M—guel Angel Paez and Geo”ge
Jo–nson.

Bugne” was now pos—t—oned to c–allenge wo”ld-”ated En-
gl—s–man Hen”y Coope”, w–o –ad nea”ly knocked out
Mu–ammad Al— a few yea”s p”ev—ously, fo” Coope”’s
B”—t—s–, B”—t—s– Commonwealt– and Eu”opean t—tles.
Howeve”, because Bugne” was st—ll too young to ិg–t fo”
t–e B”—t—s– Commonwealt– t—tle (t–e m—n—mum age was
twenty-one yea”s old at t–e t—me), t–—s muc– ant—c—pated
bout –ad to be postponed unt—l t–e next yea”. W–—le wa—t-
—ng to come of age, —n 1971 –e defeated Ca”l G—zz— and
just weeks late” and weeks befo”e fac—ng Coope”, d”ew
w—t– B—ll D”ove”.

Ea”ly —n –—s p”ofess—onal yea”s Bugne” ea”ned a ”eputa-
t—on as a toug–, du”able but often except—onally defens—ve
and caut—ous boxe”; –e ”eta—ned t–at —mage fo” t–e ”est
of –—s ca”ee”. He was c”—t—c—zed often fo” lack—ng natu-
”al agg”ess—on —n t–e ”—ng. Some obse”ve”s a”gued t–at
Bugne”’s –ea”t was neve” —n box—ng afte” an ea”ly oppo-
nent, Ul”—c Reg—s, d—ed f”om b”a—n —nju”—es soon afte” be-
—ng outpo—nted by Bugne” at London's S–o”ed—tc– Town
Hall.

Defeat of Henry Cooper In Ma”c– 1971 Bugne” ិ-
nally met vete”an Coope”, and won a ិfteen-”ound dec—-
s—on. Bugne” won t–e bout by t–e sl—mmest of ma”g—ns,
1/4 po—nt, on t–e ca”d of t–e lone oឹc—al, Ha””y G—bbs.
T–e B”—t—s– spo”t—ng publ—c and p”ess we”e deeply d—v—ded
about t–e ve”d—ct. Many felt t–at Coope” dese”ved t–e de-
c—s—on due to –—s steady agg”ess—on. But Bugne” foug–t ef-
fect—vely on t–e defense and sco”ed often w—t– –—s left jab,
and —n t–e op—n—on of many, was t–e ”—g–tful w—nne” of t–e
bout. The Times, among ot–e”s, sco”ed t–e ិg–t —n favou”
of Bugne”. St—ll, t–e outcome of t–e bout —s ”ega”ded as
one of t–e most cont”ove”s—al —n B”—t—s– box—ng –—sto”y.

Nonet–eless, Bugne” was now t–e B”—t—s–, B”—t—s– Com-
monwealt–, and Eu”opean c–amp—on, and fo” t–e ិ”st
t—me –e was ”anked among t–e wo”ld’s top ten –eavy-
we—g–ts. Bugne” would ”ema—n —n t–e wo”ld ”at—ngs fo”
most of t–e ”est of t–e decade.

Bugne” ”eta—ned –—s Eu”opean t—tle w—t– a dec—s—on ove”
toug– Ge”man –eavywe—g–t Jü”gen Bl—n.

Howeve”, late” —n 1971 Bugne” lost dec—s—ons to unde”-
dogs Jack Bodell and La””y M—ddleton; sandw—c–ed be-
tween t–ese losses was a v—cto”y ove” M—ke Boswell. T–e
Bodell ិg–t was pa”t—cula”ly costly, dep”—v—ng Bugne” of
–—s B”—t—s–, B”—t—s– Commonwealt– and Eu”opean c–am-
p—ons–—ps. Bugne”’s ”elat—ve —nexpe”—ence, –—s yout– and
lack of an extens—ve amateu” backg”ound, (and poss—bly
t–e l—nge”—ng cont”ove”sy su””ound—ng t–e Coope” ិg–t),
we”e t–e c–—ef causes of t–ese defeats.

In 1972 Bugne” won e—g–t consecut—ve ិg–ts, —nclud—ng
a knockout ove” Jü”gen Bl—n fo” t–e Eu”opean c–amp—-
ons–—p, an —mp”ess—ve knockout aga—nst t–e toug– Tony
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Doyle (w–o –ad beaten T–ad Spence” and Te””y Dan—els,
and –ad taken Je””y Qua””y t–e d—stance) and –ad fu”t–e”
KO’s ove” t–e t–en-unbeaten Doug K—”k and t–e useful
Ital—an Dante Cane. By t–e end of t–at yea”, Bugne” –ad
ac“u—”ed suឹc—ent season—ng as a boxe”, t–at –—s manage”
began seek—ng matc–es aga—nst t–e wo”ld’s best –eavy-
we—g–ts.

Prime years In 1973 Bugne” began t–e yea” by ”e-
ta—n—ng –—s Eu”opean belt w—t– a v—cto”y ove” t–e capa-
ble Dutc–man Rud—e Lubbe”s. T–e 23-yea”-old Bugne”
t–en lost twelve-”ound dec—s—ons to Mu–ammad Al— and
Joe F”az—e”. Alt–oug– t–e sco”eca”ds —n t–e Al— ិg–t we”e
somew–at lops—ded, Bugne” foug–t well, and –e won t–e
”espect of t–e box—ng med—a and publ—c al—ke. Afte” t–e—”
bout, Al— decla”ed t–at Bugne” was capable of be—ng wo”ld
c–amp—on.[7] Al—’s t”a—ne” Angelo Dundee late” ec–oed
t–at sent—ment.[8] T–e ិg–t w—t– F”az—e” —n July 1973 at
Ea”ls Cou”t —n London was deemed a class—c. Afte” be-
—ng knocked down by a t”emendous left –ook —n t–e tent–
”ound, Bugne” a”ose and stagge”ed F”az—e” to close t–e
”ound. F”az—e” took t–e dec—s—on, but only na””owly, and
a”guably only Geo”ge Fo”eman and Mu–ammad Al— eve”
gave F”az—e” a –a”de” ិg–t. Many ”ega”d t–e F”az—e” bout
as be—ng Bugne”’s best ca”ee” pe”fo”mance.

Afte” t–e Al— and F”az—e” ិg–ts, Bugne” won a fu”t–e” 8
bouts —n a ”ow, –—s most notable v—cto”—es be—ng ove” top
contende” and ex-WBA Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on
J—mmy Ell—s, t–e –—g–ly ”ated Mac Foste”, Pat Duncan
and Eu”opean t—tle defences aga—nst G—useppe Ros, Dante
Cane and Ma”—o Ba”uzz—. By t–e end of 1974 Bugne”
was ”ated among t–e top ិve –eavywe—g–t contende”s —n
t–e wo”ld.

Bugne” c–allenged Mu–ammad Al— fo” t–e wo”ld c–am-
p—ons–—p —n June 1975, t–e bout be—ng –eld —n Kuala
Lumpu”, w—t– Al— w—nn—ng a ”elat—vely one-s—ded ិfteen-
”ound dec—s—on. Bugne” pe”fo”med fa—”ly well, but ma—n-
ta—ned a st”—ctly defens—ve postu”e t–”oug–out most of t–—s
ិg–t, pe”–aps due to t–e bl—ste”—ng t”op—cal –eat, and as a
”esult –e was w—dely sco”ned by t–e med—a and publ—c. In
an —nte”v—ew du”—ng an Ap”—l 2008 ”eun—on w—t– Hen”y
Coope”, Bugne” defended –—s tact—cs —n t–e Al— ិg–t as
–av—ng been necessa”y due to t–e ext”eme tempe”atu”e
and –um—d—ty of t–e outs—de venue.

Regains British, European & Commonwealth titles
Ea”ly —n 1976, Bugne” announced –—s ”et—”ement f”om

box—ng, stat—ng t–at –e no longe” felt mot—vated to ិg–t
p”ofess—onally. W—t–—n mont–s –oweve” –e ”etu”ned to t–e
”—ng, exp”ess—ng d—sgust at R—c–a”d Dunn’s pe”fo”mance
aga—nst Al— and —n Octobe” –e blasted out R—c–a”d Dunn
—n t–e ិ”st ”ound to ”ecla—m t–e B”—t—s–, B”—t—s– Common-
wealt–, and Eu”opean c–amp—ons–—ps. Onlooke”s state
t–at t–ey –ad neve” seen Bugne” ang”y befo”e, and t–at
w–—le Dunn’s suppo”te”s –ad waged a “u—te unspo”tsman-
l—ke campa—gn aga—nst Bugne”, —f –e –ad foug–t l—ke t–at

—n –—s ea”lle” ca”ee” –e could –ave gone fu”t–e”.

In 1977, Bugne” lost a close twelve-”ound dec—s—on away
f”om –ome to top contende” Ron Lyle. T–e sco”es we”e
57-53 and 56-54 fo” Lyle aga—nst 55-54 fo” Bugne”. Af-
te” t–—s bout, Bugne” aga—n ”et—”ed, mak—ng only spo”ad—c
comebacks to t–e ”—ng ove” t–e next decades.

1980s

Bugne” ”etu”ned to t–e ”—ng fo” b”—ef pe”—ods —n t–e 1980s
and 1990s, but due to t–e eាects of age and —nact—v—ty,
–e was neve” aga—n as eាect—ve as –e –ad been du”—ng –—s
p”—me.

Afte” a t–”ee-yea” absence f”om t–e ”—ng, Bugne” ”etu”ned
—n May 1980, knock—ng out f”—nge contende” G—lbe”to
Acuna, befo”e p”omptly ”et—”—ng aga—n. In 1982, a ”—ng
”usty Bugne” (–av—ng –ad only one s–o”t ិg–t —n 5 yea”s
and we—g–—ng —n some 25 lbs above –—s p”—me ិg–t-
—ng we—g–t) foug–t t–e –a”d-–—tt—ng top contende” Ea”n—e
S–ave”s, but was stopped —n t–e second ”ound due to a
badly cut eye. Howeve”, Bugne” dec—ded to cont—nue
–—s comeback, stopp—ng t–e useful Jo–n D—no Den—s and
f”—nge contende” Danny Sutton, as well as domest—c con-
tende”s W—nston Allen and Edd—e Ne—lson. In 1983, a
subdued and unmot—vated Bugne” lost to Ma”v—s F”az—e”,
s–ow—ng l—ttle amb—t—on t–”oug–out t–e bout. He fol-
lowed t–—s w—t– a dec—s—on ove” futu”e Eu”opean c–amp—on
Ande”s Eklund and a cont”ove”s—al loss to futu”e Wo”ld
T—tle c–allenge” Steាen Tangstad. Bugne” appea”ed to
–ave done enoug– to w—n t–—s ិg–t, –oweve”, l—ke w—t–
t–e F”az—e” and Eklund bouts, –e appea”ed unmot—vated
and un—nte”ested t–”oug–out.

Comeback in Australia In 1986 –e moved to
Aust”al—a, w–e”e –e adopted t–e n—ckname Aussie Joe
afte” tak—ng out dual B”—t—s–-Aust”al—an nat—onal—ty.[9] In
Aust”al—a, Bugne” launc–ed a fa—”ly successful come-
back, ea”n—ng good v—cto”—es ove” wo”ld t—tle contende”s
James T—ll—s and Dav—d Bey and an —mp”ess—ve v—cto”y
ove” fo”me” WBA –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on G”eg Page,
ga—n—ng a wo”ld ”ank—ng —n t–e p”ocess, afte” w–—c–
–e spoke of c–alleng—ng ”e—gn—ng –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on
M—ke Tyson.[10] Howeve”, t–e”e was g”eat clamou” fo”
a ិg–t w—t– fellow B”—ton F”ank B”uno. T–e bout was
touted as t–e b—ggest all-B”—t—s– –eavywe—g–t bout s—nce
Coope” Vs Bugne” —n 1971. T–e bout took place —n late
1987, and Bugne” suាe”ed an e—g–t– ”ound TKO loss to
t–emuc– younge” and f”es–e” wo”ld t—tle contende” fo” t–e
Commonwealt– c–amp—ons–—p —n f”ont of a –uge c”owd at
W–—te Ha”t Lane football stad—um. Bugne” p”omptly ”e-
t—”ed aga—n follow—ng t–—s defeat, only –—s 3”d stoppage
defeat —n 20 yea”s.
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1990s

Insp—”ed by t–e 45-yea”-old Geo”ge Fo”eman's ”ecaptu”e
of t–e –eavywe—g–t t—tle, Bugne” made a ិnal comeback
—n 1995, beat—ng V—nce Ce”v— to w—n t–e Aust”al—an –eavy-
we—g–t t—tle, followed by a w—n ove” West Tu”ne”. Bugne”
t–en foug–t fellow B”—ton and wo”ld t—tle contende” Scott
Welc– fo” t–e WBO Inte”cont—nental Heavywe—g–t T—tle.
Welc– p”oved too young and f”es– fo” t–e now 46-yea”-
old Bugne”, –and—ng –—m a TKO defeat —n t–e 6t– ”ound.

Bugne” cont—nued to ិg–t on aga—nst fa” younge” oppo-
nents. In 1996 –e defeated t–e ”espectable Young Hau-
mona fo” t–e Pac—ិc and Aust”alas—an Heavywe—g–t t—tle,
”eta—ned —t aga—nst Wa—s—k— L—galoa —n 1997, added t–e
Aust”al—an t—tle by defeat—ng t–e toug– Col—n W—lson and
defend—ng bot– t—tles aga—nst Bob M—”ov—c —n 1998.

In 1998 Bugne”’s long-te”m tenac—ty ិnally gave –—m
a wo”ld c”own, albe—t a l—g–tly ”ega”ded t—tle - t–e
WBF ve”s—on of t–e –eavywe—g–t c”own - by defeat-
—ng fo”me” WBA Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on James
ནBonec”us–e”པ Sm—t–. At t–e age of 48 yea”s and 110
days, —t made –—m t–e oldest eve” boxe” to –old a wo”ld
c–amp—ons–—p belt.[11][12]

Bugne” was to ិg–t just once mo”e, —n 1999 at t–e age of
49 –e defeated t–e du”able f”—nge contende” Lev— B—llups,
afte” w–—c– –e ិnally ”et—”ed fo” good.

2.26.3 Fight record

H—s ”eco”d fo” 83 p”ofess—onal ិg–ts —s 69 w—ns (41 on
knockouts), 13 Losses and 1 D”aw. He last foug–t —n June
1999 beat—ng Lev— B—llups, w–o was d—s“ual—ិed fo” low
blows.[13]

In an —nte”v—ew —n 2004, Bugne” sa—d t–at t–e –a”dest
punc–e” –e –ad eve” faced was Ea”n—e S–ave”s and t–e
b—ggest beat—ng –e took was f”om Ron Lyle.[14]

2.26.4 Life outside boxing

Afte” mov—ng to Aust”al—a, Bugne” and –—s w—fe Ma”lene
opened a v—neya”d. It fa—led —n 1989, and –e lost an est—-
mated two m—ll—on Aust”al—an dolla”s.[9]

He now l—ves on t–e Gold Coast, Queensland.

Bugne” –as –ad some wo”k —n t–e ិlm —ndust”y. In 1979
–e featu”ed —n an Ital—an mov—e, Io sto con gli ippopotami
w—t– Bud Spence” and Te”ence H—ll, –e wo”ked w—t– Bud
Spence” —n –—s mov—es —n t–e e—g–t—es.

He wo”ked as t–e expe”t adv—se” on t–e Russell C”owe
ិlm, Cinderella Man, w–—c– was a ិlm about t–e –eavy-
we—g–t boxe” James J. B”addock.[15] Bugne” was d”opped
pa”t way t–”oug– t–e p”oject, w–—c– p”ompted –—m to call
C”owe, ནa gutless wo”m and a f*****g g—”lཔ.[16][17]

Joe suាe”s f”om a se”—ous back —nju”y –e susta—ned f”om

t”a—n—ng fo” ិg–ts —n –—s m—ddle yea”s. He also –as ិ-
nanc—al p”oblems. It was t–ese ិnanc—al p”oblems w–—c–
p”ompted –—m to ”e-ente” t–e ”—ng at suc– an advanced
age. A beneិt was –eld fo” Bugne” —n 2008 by Kev—n
Lues–—ng.[18]

In Novembe” 2009 Bugne” ”eplaced Cam—lla Dalle”up on
day 4 of t–e B”—t—s– TV s–ow I'm A Celebrity Get Me Out
Of Here!. He left t–e s–ow on day 16 afte” los—ng a bus–-
tucke” t”—al called 'Jungle Ja—l' to fellow celeb”—ty Stua”t
Mann—ng.

He –as t–”ee c–—ld”en, James, Joe Jn” and Amy f”om
Melody a p”ev—ous w—fe.[19]

Bugne”’s autob—og”ap–y, 'Joe Bugne” - My Sto”y', was
publ—s–ed by New Holland Publ—s–—ng (Aust”al—a) —n
Novembe” 2013.

2.26.5 Professional Boxing record
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2.27 Ken Norton

T–—s a”t—cle —s about t–e boxe”. Fo” –—s son, t–e Ame”—can
football playe”, see Ken No”ton, J”. Fo” t–e Engl—s–
c”—ckete”, see Ken No”ton (c”—ckete”). Fo” t–e college
basketball coac–, see Ken No”ton (basketball).

Kenneth Howard Norton, Sr. (August 9, 1943 ཊ
Septembe” 18, 2013), best known as Ken Norton, was
an Ame”—can p”ofess—onal boxe”. He was t–e WBC wo”ld
–eavywe—g–t c–amp—on f”om 1977 to 1978 and —s best
known fo” –—s t”—logy w—t– Mu–ammad Al—, —n w–—c– –e
defeated Al— —n t–e—” ិ”st bout by spl—t dec—s—on ove” twelve
”ounds —n Ma”c– 1973. T–e—” ”ematc– also ended —n a
spl—t dec—s—on, t–—s t—me —n favou” of Al—. T–e t–—”d ិg–t
was won by Al—, but many obse”ve”s t–oug–t No”ton –ad
won. He also —s known fo” –—s class—c t—tle ិg–t w—t– La””y
Holmes —n June 1978. In 1992, No”ton was —nducted —nto
t–e Inte”nat—onal Box—ng Hall of Fame. He d—ed of st”oke
compl—cat—ons at a ca”e fac—l—ty —n Hende”son, Nevada on
Septembe” 18, 2013 at t–e age of 70.

2.27.1 Early years

No”ton was an outstand—ng at–lete at Jacksonv—lle H—g–
Sc–ool. He was a membe” of t–e state c–amp—ons–—p
football team and was selected to t–e all-state team on
defense as a sen—o” —n 1960. H—s t”ack coac– ente”ed –—m
—n e—g–t events, and No”ton placed ិ”st —n seven of t–em.
As a ”esult, t–e ནKen No”ton Ruleཔ, w–—c– l—m—ts pa”t—c—-
pat—on of an at–lete to a max—mum of fou” t”ack and ិeld

events, was —nst—tuted —n Ill—no—s –—g– sc–ool spo”ts. Af-
te” g”aduat—ng f”om –—g– sc–ool, No”ton went to No”t–-
east M—ssou”— State Un—ve”s—ty (now T”uman State Un—-
ve”s—ty) on a football sc–ola”s–—p and stud—ed elementa”y
educat—on.[2] In an —nte”v—ew w—t– ESPN Fitness Magazine
—n 1985, No”ton sa—d t–at –e would –ave become a teac–e”
o” a pol—ceman —f –e –ad not taken up box—ng.[3]

2.27.2 Boxing career

No”ton sta”ted box—ng w–en –e was —n t–e Un—ted States
Ma”—ne Co”ps f”om 1963 to 1967, comp—l—ng a 24ཊ2
”eco”d en ”oute to t–”ee All-Ma”—ne Heavywe—g–t t—tles.
In t—me, Ken became t–e best boxe” to eve” ិg–t fo”
t–e Ma”—nes, and was awa”ded t–e No”t– Ca”ol—na AAU
Golden Gloves, Inte”nat—onal AAU and Pan Ame”—can
t—tles.[4][5][6] Follow—ng t–e Nat—onal AAU ិnals —n 1967,
–e tu”ned p”ofess—onal.

No”ton bu—lt up a steady st”—ng of w—ns, some aga—nst jou”-
neyman ិg–te”s and ot–e”s ove” f”—nge contende”s l—ke t–e
g—ant Jack O'Hallo”an. He was lea”n—ng and —mp”ov—ng.
But –e suាe”ed a su”p”—se defeat, —”on—cally just afte” The
Ringmagaz—ne –ad p”oិled –—m as a p”ospect, at t–e –ands
of –eavy –—tt—ng Venezuelan boxe” Jose Lu—s Ga”c—a —n
1970. It was just—ិably Ga”c—a’s ca”ee” peak. But Ga”c—a
was ove”powe”ed, bot– t–en as ”ated contende”s, —n t–e—”
”ematc– ិve yea”s late”.

No”ton was g—ven t–e mot—vat—onal book Think and Grow
Rich by Napoleon H—ll,[7][8][9] w–—c–, as –e states —n –—s
autob—og”ap–y, Going the Distance, c–anged –—s l—fe.[10]

S–o”tly befo”e –e d—ed, No”ton stated ནT–—nk and G”ow
R—c– c–anged my l—fe d”amat—cally. I was go—ng to ិg–t
Mu–ammad Al—. I was a g”een ិg–te”, but yet I won, all
t–”oug– ”ead—ng t–—s book.པ [11] Upon ”ead—ng T–—nk and
G”ow R—c–, –e went on a 14-ិg–t w—nn—ng st”eak, —nclud-
—ng t–e s–ock—ng v—cto”y noted above ove” Mu–ammad
Al— —n 1973 to w—n t–e No”t– Ame”—can Box—ng Fede”a-
t—on –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on t—tle.[12][13] To “uote No”ton
f”om –—s autob—og”ap–y noted above, ནT–ese wo”ds (f”om
Napoleon H—ll’s Think and Grow Rich) we”e t–e ិnal —n-
sp—”at—on —n my v—cto”y ove” Al—: Life’s battles don't always
go to the stronger or faster man, but sooner or later the
man who wins is the man who thinks he can.པ[14] No”ton
also took a complete cou”se by Napoleon H—ll on ga—n-
—ng wealt– and peace of m—nd. ནIt can be ”elated to any-
body, to be t–e best —n a ca”ee”, to t–—nk pos—t—veཔ, sa—d
No”ton.[15]

An a”t—cle w–—c– appea”ed —n The Southeast Mis-
sourian[16] d—scussed t–at No”ton c”ed—ted Napoleon
H—ll’s p–—losop–y fo” –—s success. To “uote f”om t–e a”t—-
cle, ནNo”ton says –e’s a bel—eve” —n Napoleon H—ll’s p–—-
losop–y, t–at a pe”son can do anyt–—ng –e puts –—s m—nd
to. 'So I t”a—n fo” my ិg–ts,' –e says, 'mentally as well as
p–ys—cally. One t–—ng I do —s only watc– ិlms of t–e ិg–ts
—n w–—c– I've done well o” —n w–—c– my opponent –as done
poo”ly.'"
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Ken No”ton once sa—d, ནIn box—ng, and —n all of l—fe, no-
body s–ould eve” stop lea”n—ng!"[17]

Versus Ali, rst and second ght

'Name' opponents we”e elus—ve —n No”ton’s ea”ly ca”ee”.
H—s ិ”st b—g b”eak came w—t– a clea” w—n ove” ”espected
contende” Hen”y Cla”k. T–—s –elped get –—m –—s wo”ld
”ecogn—t—on b”eak w–en Al— ag”eed to a matc–. Joe F”a-
z—e”, w–o'd spa””ed w—t– No”ton, p”esc—ently sa—d of Al—,
ནHe'll –ave plenty of t”ouble!" T–oug– bot– we”e top box-
e”s —n t–e m—d 1970s, No”ton and F”az—e” neve” foug–t
eac– ot–e”, —n pa”t because t–ey s–a”ed t–e same t”a—ne”,
Edd—e Futc–, and also t–at t–ey we”e f”—ends.[18]

Fo” t–e ិ”st matc–, on Ma”c– 31, 1973, Mu–ammad Al—
ente”ed t–e ”—ng at t–e San D—ego Spo”ts A”ena[19] wea”-
—ng a ”obe g—ven to –—m by Elv—s P”esley as a 5ཊ1 fa-
vo”—te ve”sus Ken No”ton, t–en ”ated a numbe” 6 wo”ld
contende”[20] —n a bout telev—sed by ABC’s Wide World
of Sports.[21] No”ton won a 12-”ound spl—t dec—s—on ove”
Al— —n –—s adopted –ometown of San D—ego to w—n t–e
NABF –eavywe—g–t t—tle.[13] In t–—s bout, No”ton b”oke
Al—’s jaw (–e ma—nta—ns —n ”ound eleven, t–oug– Angelo
Dundee sa—d —t was ea”l—e”), lead—ng to only t–e second
defeat fo” ནT–e G”eatestཔ —n –—s ca”ee”. (Al—’s only p”ev—-
ous loss was to Joe F”az—e”, and Al— would late” go on to
defeat Geo”ge Fo”eman to ”ega—n t–e –eavywe—g–t t—tle —n
1974.)

Almost s—x mont–s late” at T–e Fo”um —n Inglewood, Cal-
—fo”n—a, on Septembe” 10, 1973, Al— avenged t–e No”ton
loss but only afte” –e got t–e ”etu”n by a spl—t dec—s—on.[22]

No”ton we—g–ed —n at 205 lbs (5 pounds l—g–te” t–an –—s
ិ”st matc– w—t– Al—) and box—ng sc”—bes d—scussed t–at
–—s p”epa”at—on was too —ntense and t–at pe”–aps –e –ad
ove”t”a—ned. T–e”e we”e some fu”—ous exc–anges —n t–—s
–a”d-foug–t battle. F”om Al—’s po—nt of v—ew, a loss –e”e
would –ave se”—ously dented –—s cla—m of eve” be—ng ནT–e
G”eatest.པ Du”—ng t–e ABC b”oadcast of t–e ិg–t, b”oad-
caste” (and Al— conិdant and f”—end) Howa”d Cosell ”e-
peatedly told v—ewe”s a danc—ng and jabb—ng Al— was dom-
—nat—ng t–e act—on desp—te No”ton’s constant oាense and
Al—’s —nab—l—ty to penet”ate No”ton’s awkwa”d defens—ve
style. T–e close and cont”ove”s—al sco”—ng was —n sta”k
cont”ast to Cosell’s ិg–t-long —ns—stence t–at Al— –ad mat-
te”s well —n –and.

Championship challenge against Foreman

In 1974, No”ton foug–t Geo”ge Fo”eman fo” t–e wo”ld
–eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons–—p but was stopped —n two ”ounds
at Pol—ed”o of Ca”acas, Venezuela. Afte” an even ិ”st
”ound, Fo”eman stagge”ed No”ton w—t– an uppe”cut a
m—nute —nto ”ound two, buckl—ng –—m —nto t–e ”opes. No”-
ton d—d not –—t t–e canvas, but cont—nued on wobbly legs,
clea”ly not –av—ng ”ecove”ed, and s–o”tly –e went down a
fu”t–e” two t—mes —n “u—ck success—on, w—t– t–e ”efe”ee —n-

te”ven—ng and stopp—ng t–e ិg–t. T–—s ិg–t would become
known as t–e ནCa”acas Cape”པ.

In 1975, No”ton ”ega—ned t–e NABF –eavywe—g–t t—tle
w–en –e —mp”ess—vely defeated Je””y Qua””y by TKO
—n t–e ិft– ”ound. No”ton t–en avenged –—s above-
ment—oned 1970 loss to Jose Lu—s Ga”c—a by dec—s—vely
knock—ng out Ga”c—a —n ”ound ិve.

Third Ali match

On Septembe” 28, 1976, at Yankee Stad—um —n New
Yo”k C—ty, No”ton would aga—n ិg–t Al—,[22] w–o was now
t–e wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on s—nce ”ega—n—ng t–e t—-
tle w—t– an e—g–t–-”ound knockout of Geo”ge Fo”eman —n
1974. Many obse”ve”s –ave felt t–—s was t–e beg—nn—ng
of Al—’s decl—ne as a boxe”. It was a toug– b”u—s—ng bat-
tle fo” Al—. In one of t–e most d—sputed ិg–ts —n –—sto”y,
t–e ិg–t was even on t–e judges’ sco”eca”ds go—ng —nto
t–e ិnal ”ound, w–—c– Al— won on bot– t–e ”efe”ee’s and
judges’ sco”eca”ds to ”eta—n t–e wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–am-
p—ons–—p. T–e judges sco”ed t–e bout 8ཊ7 fo” Al—, and
t–e ”efe”ee sco”ed —t 8ཊ6 fo” Al—. At t–e end of t–e last
”ound, t–e commentato” announced –e would be ནve”y
su”p”—sedཔ —f No”ton –as not won t–e ិg–t.[23]

At t–e t—me of t–e t–—”d Al—-No”ton bout, t–e last t—me a
–eavywe—g–t c–amp—on –ad lost t–e t—tle by dec—s—on was
Max Bae” to J—m B”addock 41 yea”s ea”l—e”, and Al—-
No”ton III d—d not set a newma”ke”. T–e Janua”y 1998 —s-
sue of Boxing Monthly l—sted Al—-No”ton as t–e ិft– most
d—sputed t—tle ិg–t dec—s—on —n box—ng –—sto”y. T–e unoឹ-
c—al UPI sco”eca”d was 8ཊ7 fo” No”ton, and t–e unoឹc—al
AP sco”eca”d was 9ཊ6 fo” Al—.

But Al— –ad ”ece—ved a pound—ng. H—s tact—cs we”e to t”y
to pus– No”ton back, but t–ey –ad fa—led. He'd ”efused to
'dance' unt—l t–e 9t– w–en —n s–ee” despe”at—on, alt–oug–
t–e c”owd mass—vely ”oa”ed —ts app”ec—at—on. No”ton –as
sa—d t–e t–—”d ិg–t w—t– Al— was t–e last box—ng matc– fo”
w–—c– –e was fully mot—vated, ow—ng to –—s d—sappo—nt-
ment at –av—ng lost a ិg–t –e bel—eved –e –ad clea”ly won.

Aftermath: Norton becomes champion & Young
match

1977 was a top yea” fo” No”ton. He knocked out p”e-
v—ously unbeaten top p”ospect Duane Bob—ck —n just one
”ound. T–en d—spatc–ed Eu”opean t—tle –olde” Lo”enzo
Zannon —n a 'tune-up' ិg–t. L—g–t-–—tt—ng but fast, Zannon
was actually well a–ead unt—l a bu”st of –eavy punc–es put
–—m down and out. No”ton next beat pol—s–ed numbe” two
contende” J—mmyYoung (w–o –—mself –ad beaten Geo”ge
Fo”eman and Ron Lyle) —n a 15-”ound spl—t dec—s—on —n a
WBC b—g mandato”y t—tle-el—m—nat—on ិg–t, w—t– t–e w—n-
ne” to face ”e—gn—ng WBC c–amp—on Al—, but Al—’s camp
told Ring Magazine t–ey d—d not want to ិg–t No”ton fo” a
fou”t– t—me. Bot– boxe”s foug–t a sma”t ិg–t, w—t– No”-
ton us—ng a –eavy body attack w–—lst Young moved well

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Frazier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Frazier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Futch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Diego_Sports_Arena
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elvis_Presley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Diego
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Frazier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Foreman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_Cosell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Foreman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_heavyweight_boxing_championship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_heavyweight_boxing_championship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poliedro_de_Caracas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caracas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venezuela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Quarry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technical_knockout
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_heavyweight_champion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Baer_(boxer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_J._Braddock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Press_International
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Associated_Press
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duane_Bobick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Young_(boxer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Foreman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Foreman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ron_Lyle


2.27. KEN NORTON 77

and counte”ed. Many obse”ve”s t–oug–t t–e dec—s—on con-
t”ove”s—al.

Plans, –oweve”, c–anged on Feb”ua”y 15, 1978. On t–at
n—g–t, —n f”ont of a nat—onw—de telev—s—on aud—ence, Al— lost
–—s t—tle to Leon Sp—nks. T–e WBC t–en o”de”ed a matc–
between t–e new c–amp—on and —ts numbe” one contende”,
but Sp—nks c–ose —nstead to g—ve t–e fallen c–amp—on t–e
ិ”st s–ot at tak—ng –—s t—tle[24] ”at–e” t–an face No”ton.[25]

T–eWBC ”esponded onMa”c– 18, 1978, by ”et”oact—vely
g—v—ng t—tle ិg–t status to No”ton’s v—cto”y ove” Young
t–e yea” befo”e and awa”ded No”ton t–e—” c–amp—ons–—p,
w–—c– spl—t t–e –eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons–—p fo” t–e ិ”st
t—me s—nce J—mmy Ell—s and Joe F”az—e” we”e bot– ”ec-
ogn—zed as c–amp—ons —n t–e ea”ly 1970s.[4][26]

Larry Holmes title ght

In –—s ិ”st defense of t–eWBC t—tle on June 9, 1978, No”-
ton and new #1 contende” La””y Holmes met —n a clas-
s—c ិg–t. Afte” 15 b”utal ”ounds, Holmes was awa”ded
t–e t—tle v—a an ext”emely close spl—t dec—s—on. T–e t–”ee
judges’ ca”ds we”e as follows: 143ཊ142 fo” Holmes, 143ཊ
142 fo” Holmes, and 143ཊ142 fo” No”ton.[27] T–e As-
soc—ated P”ess sco”ed —t 143ཊ142 fo” No”ton.[28] T–e
Ma”c– 2001 ed—t—on of The Ring magaz—ne l—sted t–e ិ-
nal ”ound of t–e Holmes-No”ton bout as t–e 7t– most ex-
c—t—ng ”ound —n box—ng –—sto”y. As noted above, Holmes-
No”ton —s ”anked as t–e 10t– g”eatest –eavywe—g–t ិg–t of
all t—me by Monte D. Cox, a membe” of t–e Inte”nat—onal
Box—ng Resea”c– O”gan—zat—on (IBRO). Holmes went on
to become t–e t–—”d-longest ”e—gn—ng wo”ld –eavywe—g–t
c–amp—on —n t–e –—sto”y of box—ng, be–—nd Joe Lou—s and
Wlad—m—” Kl—tsc–ko. Yea”s late”, Holmes w”ote of –—s
expe”—ence t–at t–—s was –—s toug–est matc– —n ove” 70
contests.

Retirement looms

Afte” los—ng to Holmes, No”ton won –—s next ិg–t by
knockout ove” s—xt–-”anked Randy Step–ens —n 1978[29]

befo”e tak—ng on Ea”n—e S–ave”s —n anot–e” compulso”y
WBC t—tle el—m—nato” ិg–t —n Las Vegas on Ma”c– 23,
1979. It appea”ed fo” t–e ិ”st t—me t–at No”ton’s ca”ee”
–ad pe”–aps –—t a decl—ne, pa”t—cula”ly afte” t–e Holmes
matc–[30] as S–ave”s took t–e fo”me” c–amp—on out —n
t–e ិ”st ”ound. But —t also c”eated a v—ew t–at –—s conិ-
dence wasn't good aga—nst all-t—me g”eat –—tte”s Fo”eman,
S–ave”s and late” Cooney. Alt–oug– No”ton –—mself al-
ways den—ed t–—s and –e was past –—s p”—me w–en –e was
stopped by S–ave”s and Cooney.[31] (No”ton’s peak was
1973ཊ1978.)[32]

In –—s next ិg–t, –e foug–t to a d”aw w—t– un–e”alded but
du”able lowe” ”anked contende” Scott LeDoux at t–e Met
Cente” —n M—nneapol—s. No”ton dom—nated unt—l susta—n-
—ng an —nju”y w–en –e took a t–umb —n t–e eye —n t–e e—g–t–
”ound, w–—c– —mmed—ately c–anged t–e bout. LeDoux

”all—ed f”om t–at po—nt and No”ton became dec—dedly fa-
t—gued. No”ton was down two t—mes —n t–e ិnal ”ound, ”e-
sult—ng —n t–e d”aw; No”ton fell be–—nd on one sco”eca”d,
kept –—s lead on t–e second, and d”opped to even on t–e
t–—”d (t–e unoឹc—al AP sco”eca”d was 5ཊ3ཊ2 No”ton).[33]

Afte” t–e ិg–t, No”ton dec—ded t–at at 37 —t was t—me to ”e-
t—”e f”om box—ng.[34] Howeve”, not sat—sិed w—t– t–e way
–e –ad gone out, No”ton ”etu”ned to t–e ”—ng to face t–e
undefeated Randall ནTexཔ Cobb —n Cobb’s –ome state of
Texas on Novembe” 7, 1980. In an all act—on back-and-
fo”t– ិg–t, No”ton escaped w—t– a spl—t dec—s—on, w—t– ”ef-
e”ee Tony Pe”ez and judge C–uck Hassett vot—ng —n –—s
favo” and judge A”len Bynum g—v—ng t–e ិg–t to Cobb.

Pictured: (l-r) Cobb vs. Norton 1980

T–e w—n ove” t–e t—tle-contend—ng Cobb gave No”ton an-
ot–e” s–ot at a potent—al t—tle-ិg–t, and on May 11, 1981.
at Mad—son S“ua”e Ga”den –e stepped —nto t–e ”—ng w—t–
top contende” Ge””y Cooney, w–o, l—ke Cobb, was unde-
feated ente”—ng t–e ិg–t. Ve”y ea”ly —n t–e ិg–t —t became
clea” t–at No”ton was no longe” t–e cal—be” of ិg–te” –e
once was, as Cooney’s ិ”st punc– caused No”ton’s legs
to buckle. No”ton cont—nued to take s–ots f”om Cooney
—n –—s co”ne” fo” nea”ly a full m—nute befo”e Pe”ez, w–o
”efe”eed –—s last ិg–t, stepped —n to stop t–e bout 54 sec-
onds —n, as No”ton was slumped —n –—s co”ne”. No”ton
dec—ded to ”et—”e follow—ng t–ematc– and tu”ned –—s atten-
t—on to c–a”—table pu”su—ts.[35] No”ton’s endu”—ng legacy as
a ិg–te” —s t–at –e —s cons—de”ed second to Joe F”az—e” as
Al—’s ma—n nemes—s and toug–est opponent. No”ton foug–t
Al— to t–”ee dec—s—ons and was neve” –u”t o” knocked
down. All t–”ee bouts we”e close and subject to cont”o-
ve”sy. Unfo”tunately, No”ton was less successful aga—nst
t–”ee of t–e g”eatest punc–e”s of all t—me, los—ng by KO
to Fo”eman and S–ave”s and by TKO to Cooney.[36] No”-
ton was cons—de”ed past –—s p”—me —n box—ng f”om 1979
to 1981.[32]

Awards and recognitions

Ken No”ton —s a 1989 —nductee of t–e Wo”ld Box—ng Hall
of Fame, a 1992 —nductee of t–e Inte”nat—onal Box—ngHall
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of Fame,[37] a 2004 —nductee —nto t–e Un—ted States Ma-
”—ne Co”ps Spo”ts Hall of Fame,[4] and a 2008 —nductee
—nto t–e WBC Hall of Fame.

T–e 1998 –ol—day —ssue of The Ring ”anked No”ton #22
among ནT–e 50 G”eatest Heavywe—g–ts of All T—me.པ
No”ton ”ece—ved t–e Box—ng W”—te”s Assoc—at—on of
Ame”—ca J. N—el t”op–y fo” ནF—g–te” of t–e Yea”པ —n 1977.

No”ton, a p”oponent of mot—vat—onal aut–o” Napoleon
H—ll’s w”—t—ngs [38] (e.g. Think and Grow Rich [12][39] as
noted above and Success Through A Positive Mental Atti-
tude[25] by H—ll and W. Clement Stone) also ”ece—ved t–e
ནNapoleon H—ll Awa”dཔ fo” pos—t—ve t–—nk—ng —n 1973.[10]

In 2001, No”ton was —nducted by t–e San D—ego Hall
of C–amp—ons —nto t–e B”e—tba”d Hall of Fame –ono”-
—ng San D—ego’s ិnest at–letes bot– on and oា t–e play-
—ng su”face.[40] No”ton was also —nducted —nto t–e Ma”—ne
Co”ps Hall of Fame —n 2004 and —nto t–e Cal—fo”n—a Spo”ts
Hall of Fame —n 2011.[41]

Unconventional style

No”ton was a fo”wa”d-p”ess—ng ិg–te”/boxe” w–o was no-
table fo” –—s unusual gua”d/stance c–a”acte”—sed by t–e
c”oss a”m defence. T–e left a”m low ac”oss t–e to”so and
”—g–t –and up by t–e ”—g–t o” left ea”. But w–en unde”
–eavy p”essu”e bot– a”ms we”e b”oug–t up –—g– ac”oss
at face level w–—lst one leant fo”wa”d. T–—s left t–e oppo-
nent l—ttle ta”get —n t–eo”y. T–e gua”d was also used by t–e
legenda”y A”c–—e Moo”e. Geo”ge Fo”eman late” used —t
ve”y eាect—vely du”—ng –—s famous comeback yea”s. T—m
W—t–e”spoon was anot–e” p”act—t—one”. Joe F”az—e” even
bo””owed —t fo” occas—ons —n –—s t–—”d Al— matc–. T–e
style —s named t–e ནc”oss-a”med defenseཔ. It tends to look
c”abl—ke. No”ton would bob and weave f”om a c”ouc–,
ិ”—ng well placed –eavy punc–es. No”ton was best w–en
advanc—ng. He'd d”ag o” sl—de t–e ”—g–t foot along f”om
be–—nd. By compa”—son, most convent—onal boxe”s –ave
elbows —n at t–e to”so w—t– fo”ea”ms ve”t—cally pa”allel to
eac– anot–e”, t–e gloves t–en be—ng bot– nea” s—des of t–e
face. Most t”a—ne”s bel—eve t–e convent—onal style —s a bet-
te” defense and t–at t–e c”oss-a”m style leaves t–e use”
open fa” too often.

Angelo Dundee w”ote t–at No”ton’s best punc– was t–e
left –ook. Many ot–e”s lauded –—s —nfamous ove”–and
”—g–t. In a RingMagazine a”t—cle, No”ton –—mself sa—d t–at
a ”—g–t uppe”cut to Je””y Qua””y was t–e –a”dest blow –e
”ecalled land—ng.

Unl—ke many boxe”s, No”ton would often not attempt to
sta”e down an opponent w–—le announcements we”e made
befo”e t–e matc– sta”ted. Instead, –e'd often look down
at t–e ីoo” and gat–e” –—s t–oug–ts. He was also w—dely
noted fo” –—s ិne at–let—c bu—ld.

2.27.3 Later media career

No”ton wo”ked as an acto” and TV box—ng commenta-
to” follow—ng –—s ”et—”ement f”om box—ng. He also was
a membe” of t–e Spo”ts Illust”ated Speake”s Bu”eau and
sta”ted t–e Ken No”ton Management Co., w–—c– ”ep”e-
sented at–letes —n cont”act negot—at—ons.

No”ton cont—nued mak—ng TV, ”ad—o and publ—c speak-
—ng appea”ances unt—l suាe”—ng —nju”—es —n a nea”-fatal
ca” acc—dent —n 1986. It left –—m w—t– slow and slu””ed
speec–.[39][42][43]

He appea”ed along w—t– Al—, Fo”eman, F”az—e” and
Holmes —n a v—deo, Champions Forever, d—scuss—ng t–e—”
best t—mes, and —n 2000 –e publ—s–ed –—s autob—og”ap–y,
Going the Distance.

2.27.4 Family

Ken No”ton was tw—ce voted ནFat–e” of t–e Yea”པ by
t–e Los Angeles Sentinel and t–e Los Angeles Times —n
1977.[39][44] To “uote No”ton f”om –—s b—og”ap–y, Believe:
Journey From Jacksonville: ནOf all t–e t—tles t–at I've been
p”—v—leged to –ave, t–e t—tle of 'dad' –as always been t–e
best.པ[39]

H—s son, Ken No”ton J”, played football at UCLA and –ad
a long successful ca”ee” —n t–e NFL. In t”—bute to –—s fa-
t–e”’s box—ng ca”ee”, Ken J”. would st”—ke a box—ng stance
—n t–e end zone eac– t—me –e sco”ed a defens—ve touc–-
down and t–”ow a punc–—ng comb—nat—on at t–e goalpost
pad. Ken J” was a membe” of t–”ee Supe” Bowl c–amp—on
teams as a playe” and one as an ass—stant coac–. He late”
became t–e l—nebacke”s’ coac– fo” t–e Seattle Sea–awks
and cu””ently wo”ks as t–e defens—ve coo”d—nato” fo” t–e
Oakland Ra—de”s.

Ken No”ton’s ot–e” son, Ke—t– No”ton, was once t–e
weekend spo”ts anc–o” fo” KPRC —n Houston, Texas.[45]

Ken No”ton’s son, Ke—t–, followed –—s fat–e” and se”ved
—n t–e Ma”—ne Co”ps.[46]

2.27.5 Death

No”ton d—ed at a ca”e fac—l—ty —n Las Vegas on Septembe”
18, 2013.[47] Hewas 70 yea”s old and –ad suាe”ed a se”—es
of st”okes —n late” l—fe.[48] Ac”oss t–e box—ngwo”ld t”—butes
we”e pa—d, w—t– Geo”ge Fo”eman call—ng –—m ནt–e fa—”est
of t–em allཔ and La””y Holmes say—ng t–at –e ནw—ll be
—nc”ed—bly m—ssed —n t–e box—ng wo”ld and by manyཔ.[49]

2.27.6 Professional boxing record

Key

• KO ཊ knock-out

• PTS ཊ dec—s—on on po—nts

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Boxing_Hall_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._Clement_Stone
http://www.sdhoc.com/awards/hall-of-fame/boxing/ken-norton/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archie_Moore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Foreman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tim_Witherspoon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tim_Witherspoon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Frazier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angelo_Dundee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles_Sentinel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ken_Norton_Jr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_football
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UCLA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Football_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seattle_Seahawks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oakland_Raiders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/KPRC-TV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houston,_Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stroke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Foreman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larry_Holmes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knock-out


2.27. KEN NORTON 79

• RTD ཊ ”efe”ee tec–n—cal dec—s—on

• SD ཊ spl—t dec—s—on

• TKO ཊ tec–n—cal knockout

• UD ཊ unan—mous dec—s—on
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2.28 George Foreman

Fo” t–e Engl—s– footballe”, see Geo”ge Fo”eman (foot-
balle”).
Fo” t–e elect”—c g”—ll, see Geo”ge Fo”eman G”—ll.

George Edward "Big George" Foreman (bo”n Janua”y
10, 1949),[1] —s an Ame”—can fo”me” p”ofess—onal boxe”.
In –—s box—ng ca”ee” –e was a two-t—me wo”ld –eavywe—g–t
c–amp—on and Olymp—c gold medal—st. Outs—de t–e spo”t
–e went on to become an o”da—ned m—n—ste”, aut–o” and
ent”ep”eneu”.

Afte” a t”oubled c–—ld–ood, Fo”eman took up box—ng and
was a gold medal—st at t–e 1968 Olymp—cs. He won t–e
Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t t—tle w—t– a second-”ound knockout
of t–en-undefeated Joe F”az—e” —n K—ngston, Jama—ca, —n
1973. He made two successful t—tle defenses befo”e los-
—ng to Mu–ammad Al— —n "T–e Rumble —n t–e Jungle" —n
1974. He was unable to secu”e anot–e” t—tle s–ot, and ”e-
t—”ed follow—ng a loss to J—mmy Young —n 1977. Follow-
—ng w–at –e ”efe””ed to as a ”el—g—ous ep—p–any, Fo”eman
became an o”da—ned C–”—st—an m—n—ste”. Ten yea”s late”,
–e announced a comeback and, —n Novembe” 1994, at
age 45, –e ”ega—ned t–e Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p by
knock—ng out 27-yea”-old M—c–ael Moo”e”. Fo”eman —s
t–e oldest Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on —n –—sto”y, and second
oldest —n any we—g–t class afte” Be”na”d Hopk—ns. He ”e-
t—”ed —n 1997 at t–e age of 48, w—t– a ិnal ”eco”d of 76ཊ5,
—nclud—ng 68 knockouts.

Fo”eman –as been —nducted —nto t–eWo”ld Box—ng Hall of
Fame and t–e Inte”nat—onal Box—ng Hall of Fame. T–e In-
te”nat—onal Box—ng Resea”c– O”gan—zat—on (IBRO) ”ates
Fo”eman as t–e e—g–t– g”eatest –eavywe—g–t of all-t—me.[2]

In 2002, –e was named one of t–e 25 g”eatest ិg–te”s
of t–e past 80 yea”s by The Ring magaz—ne.[3] The Ring
”anked –—m as t–e 9t– g”eatest punc–e” of all-t—me.[4] He
was a ”—ngs—de analyst fo” HBO's box—ng cove”age fo”
twelve yea”s, leav—ng —n 2004.[5] Outs—de of box—ng, –e —s
a successful ent”ep”eneu” and —s known fo” –—s p”omot—on
of t–e Geo”ge Fo”eman G”—ll, w–—c– –as sold ove” 100
m—ll—on un—ts wo”ldw—de.[6] In 1999 –e sold t–e nam—ng
”—g–ts to t–e g”—ll fo” $138 m—ll—on.[7]

2.28.1 Early life

Geo”ge Fo”eman was bo”n —n Ma”s–all, Texas. He g”ew
up —n t–e F—ft– Wa”d, Houston, w—t– s—x s—bl—ngs.[8] Al-
t–oug– –e was ”a—sed by J.D. Fo”eman, w–om –—s mot–e”
–adma””—ed w–enGeo”ge was a small c–—ld, –—s b—olog—cal
fat–e” was Le”oy Moo”e–ead. Fo”eman was —nte”ested —n
football and —dol—zed J—mB”own, but gave —t up fo” box—ng.
He won a gold medal —n t–e box—ng/–eavywe—g–t d—v—s—on
at t–e 1968 Mex—co C—ty Olymp—c Games. By –—s own
adm—ss—on —n –—s autob—og”ap–y, Geo”ge was a t”oubled
yout–. He d”opped out of sc–ool at t–e age of ិfteen and
late” jo—ned t–e Job Co”ps. Afte” mov—ng to Pleasanton,
Cal—fo”n—a, w—t– t–e –elp of a supe”v—so” –e began to t”a—n
—n box—ng.

2.28.2 Professional career

Fo”eman –ad an amateu” ”eco”d of 22ཊ4, los—ng tw—ce to
Clay Hodges (also defeated byMax B”—ggs —n –—s ិ”st eve”
ិg–t). Fo”eman tu”ned p”ofess—onal —n 1969 w—t– a t–”ee-
”ound knockout of Donald Wal–e—m —n New Yo”k. He
–ad a total of 13 ិg–ts t–at yea”, w—nn—ng all of t–em (11
by knockout).

In 1970, Fo”eman cont—nued –—s ma”c– towa”d t–e und—s-
puted –eavywe—g–t t—tle, w—nn—ng all 12 of –—s bouts (11
by knockout). Among t–e opponents –e defeated we”e
G”ego”—o Pe”alta, w–om –e dec—s—oned atMad—son S“ua”e
Ga”den alt–oug– Pe”alta s–owed t–at Fo”eman was vul-
ne”able to fast counte” punc–—ng m—xed w—t– an asse”t—ve
box—ng style. Fo”eman t–en defeated Geo”ge C–uvalo by
tec–n—cal knockout (TKO) —n t–”ee ”ounds. Afte” t–—s
w—n, Fo”eman defeated C–a”l—e Pol—te —n fou” ”ounds and
Boone K—”kman —n t–”ee.

In 1971, Fo”eman won seven mo”e ិg–ts, w—nn—ng all
of t–em by knockout, —nclud—ng a ”ematc– w—t– Pe”alta,
w–om –e defeated by knockout —n t–e tent– and ិnal
”ound —n Oakland, Cal—fo”n—a, and a w—n ove” Le”oy Cald-
well, w–o was knocked out —n t–e second ”ound. Afte”
amass—ng a ”eco”d of 32ཊ0 (29 KO), –e was ”anked as t–e
numbe” one c–allenge” by t–e WBA and WBC.
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Sunshine Showdown versus Joe Frazier

George Foreman in 1973

Ma—n a”t—cle: Joe F”az—e” vs. Geo”ge Fo”eman

In 1972, st—ll undefeated and w—t– an —mp”ess—ve knock-
out ”eco”d, Fo”eman was set to c–allenge undefeated and
Und—sputed Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on Joe F”az—e”.
Desp—te boycott—ng a t—tle el—m—nat—on caused by t–e va-
cancy ”esult—ng f”om t–e c–amp—ons–—p be—ng st”—pped
f”om Mu–ammad Al—, F”az—e” –ad won t–e t—tle f”om
J—mmy Ell—s and defended –—s t—tle fou” t—mes s—nce, —n-
clud—ng a 15-”ound unan—mous dec—s—on ove” t–e p”ev—-
ously unbeaten Al— —n 1971 afte” Al— –ad beaten Osca”
Bonavena and Je””y Qua””y. Desp—te Fo”eman’s supe”—o”
s—ze and ”eac–, –e was not expected to beat F”az—e”[9] and
was a 3:1 unde”dog go—ng —nto t–e ិg–t.

T–e Suns–—ne S–owdown took place on Janua”y 22, 1973,
—n K—ngston, Jama—ca, w—t– Fo”eman dom—nat—ng t–e ិg–t
to w—n t–e c–amp—ons–—p by tec–n—cal knockout. In
ABC’s ”e-b”oadcast, Howa”d Cosell made t–e memo”able
call, ནDown goes F”az—e”! Down goes F”az—e”! Down
goes F”az—e”!" Befo”e t–e ិg–t F”az—e” was 29ཊ0 (25 KO)
and Fo”eman was 37ཊ0 (34 KO). F”az—e” was knocked
down s—x t—mes by Fo”eman w—t–—n two ”ounds, w—t– t–e
t–”ee knockdowns ”ule be—ng wa—ved fo” t–—s bout. Af-
te” t–e second knockdown, F”az—e”’s balance and mob—l—ty
we”e —mpa—”ed to t–e extent t–at –e was unable to evade
Fo”eman’s comb—nat—ons. F”az—e” managed to get to –—s

feet fo” all s—x knockdowns, but ”efe”ee A”t–u” Me”cante
eventually called an end to t–e one-s—ded bout.

Fo”eman was somet—mes c–a”acte”—zed by t–e med—a as
an aloof and ant—soc—al c–amp—on.[10] Acco”d—ng to t–em,
–e always seemed to wea” a snee” and was not often ava—l-
able to t–e p”ess. Fo”eman late” att”—buted –—s demeano”
du”—ng t–—s t—me as an emulat—on of Sonny L—ston, fo”
w–om –e –ad been an occas—onal spa””—ng pa”tne”. Fo”e-
man defended –—s t—tle successfully tw—ce du”—ng –—s —n—-
t—al ”e—gn as c–amp—on. H—s ិ”st defense, —n Tokyo, p—tted
–—m aga—nst Pue”to R—can Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on José
Roman. Roman was not ”ega”ded as a top contende”, and
—t took Fo”eman only 2m—nutes to end t–e ិg–t, one of t–e
fastest knockouts —n a Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p bout.

Title defense versus Ken Norton

Ma—n a”t—cle: Geo”ge Fo”eman vs. Ken No”ton

Fo”eman’s next defense was aga—nst a muc– toug–e” op-
ponent. In 1974, —n Ca”acas, Venezuela, –e faced t–e
–—g–ly ”ega”ded –all-of-fame” Ken No”ton (w–o was 30ཊ
2), a boxe” noted fo” –—s awkwa”d c”ossed-a”m box—ng
style, c”ab-l—ke defense, and –eavy punc– (a style Fo”e-
man emulated —n –—s comeback), w–o –ad b”oken t–e jaw
of Mu–ammad Al— —n a po—nts v—cto”y a yea” ea”l—e”. No”-
ton –ad a good c–—n and –ad pe”fo”med well aga—nst Al— —n
t–e—” two matc–es, w—nn—ng t–e ិ”st on po—nts and nea”ly
w—nn—ng t–e second. (No”ton developed a ”eputat—on fo”
s–ow—ng ne”ves aga—nst –eavy –—tte”s, la”gely beg—nn—ng
w—t– t–—s ិg–t.) Afte” an even ិ”st ”ound, Fo”eman stag-
ge”ed No”ton w—t– an uppe”cut a m—nute —nto ”ound two,
buckl—ng –—m —nto t–e ”opes. No”ton d—d not –—t t–e can-
vas but cont—nued on wobbly legs, clea”ly not –av—ng ”e-
cove”ed, and s–o”tly –e went down a fu”t–e” two t—mes —n
“u—ck success—on, w—t– t–e ”efe”ee —nte”ven—ng and stop-
p—ng t–e ិg–t. ནKen was awesome w–en –e got go—ng. I
d—dn't want –—m to get —nto t–e ិg–t,པ Fo”eman sa—d w–en
—nte”v—ewed yea”s late”. T–—s ិg–t became known as t–e
ནCa”acas Cape”པ.

Fo”eman –ad c”u—sed past two of t–e top names —n t–e
”ank—ngs. T–ew—n gave –—m a 40ཊ0 ”eco”dw—t– 37 knock-
outs.

Rumble in the Jungle

Ma—n a”t—cle: T–e Rumble —n t–e Jungle

Fo”eman’s next t—tle defence, aga—nst Mu–ammad Al—,
was –—sto”—c. Du”—ng t–e summe” of 1974, –e t”aveled
to Za—”e (now t–e Democ”at—c Republ—c of t–e Congo) to
defend –—s t—tle aga—nst Al—. T–e bout was p”omoted as
"T–e Rumble —n t–e Jungle.པ

Du”—ng t”a—n—ng —n Za—”e, Fo”eman suាe”ed a cut above
–—s eye, fo”c—ng postponement of t–e matc– fo” a mont–.
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T–e —nju”y aាected –—s t”a—n—ng ”eg—men, as —t meant –e
couldn't spa” —n t–e bu—ld-up to t–e ិg–t and ”—sk t–e cut
be—ng ”e-opened. He late” commented: ནT–at was t–e
best t–—ng t–at –appened to Al— w–en we we”e —n Af”—caཋ
t–e fact t–at I –ad to get ”eady fo” t–e ិg–t w—t–out be-
—ng able to box.པ[11] Fo”eman late” also cla—med –e was
d”ugged by –—s t”a—ne” p”—o” to t–e bout.[12] Al— used t–—s
t—me to tou” Za—”e, endea”—ng –—mself to t–e publ—c w–—le
taunt—ng Fo”eman at eve”y oppo”tun—ty. Fo”eman was fa-
vo”ed, –av—ng knocked out bot– Joe F”az—e” and Ken No”-
ton w—t–—n two ”ounds.

W–en Fo”eman and Al— ិnally met —n t–e ”—ng, Al— be-
gan mo”e agg”ess—vely t–an expected, outsco”—ng Fo”e-
man w—t– supe”—o” punc–—ng speed. Howeve”, Al— “u—ckly
”eal—zed t–at t–—s app”oac– ”e“u—”ed –—m to move muc–
mo”e t–an Fo”eman and would cause –—m to t—”e. In t–e
second ”ound, Al— ”et”eated to t–e ”opes, s–—eld—ng –—s
–ead and –—tt—ng Fo”eman —n t–e face at eve”y oppo”tun—ty.
Fo”eman dug v—c—ous body punc–es —nto Al—’s s—des; –ow-
eve”, Fo”eman was unable to land many b—g punc–es to
Al—’s –ead. T–e ”—ng ”opes, be—ng muc– loose” t–an usual
(Fo”eman late” c–a”ged t–at Angelo Dundee –ad loosened
t–em, and t–—s sto”y —s suppo”ted by No”man Ma—le” —n
t–e book The Fight), allowed Al— to lean back and away
f”om Fo”eman’s w—ld sw—ngs and t–en g”ab Fo”eman be-
–—nd t–e –ead, fo”c—ng Fo”eman to expend muc– ext”a en-
e”gy untangl—ng –—mself. Al— also constantly pus–ed down
on Fo”eman’s neck but was neve” wa”ned about do—ng so.
To t–—s day, —t —s unclea” w–et–e” Al—’s p”e-ិg–t talk of us-
—ng speed and movement aga—nst Fo”eman –ad been just
a d—ve”s—ona”y tact—c o” w–et–e” –—s use of w–at became
known as t–e "Rope-a-dope" tact—c was an —mp”ov—sat—on
necess—tated by Fo”eman’s constant p”essu”e.

In e—t–e” case, Al— was able to occas—onally counte” oា t–e
”opes w—t– blows to t–e face and penet”ated Fo”eman’s
defense. Al— cont—nued to take –eavy pun—s–ment to t–e
body and occas—onally a –a”d jolt to t–e –ead. Al— late”
sa—d –e was ནout on –—s feetཔ tw—ce du”—ng t–e bout. Even-
tually, Fo”eman began to t—”e, and –—s punc–es became
—nc”eas—ngly w—ld, los—ng powe” —n t–e p”ocess. An —n-
c”eas—ngly conិdent Al— taunted Fo”eman t–”oug–out t–e
bout. Late —n t–e e—g–t– ”ound, Fo”eman was left oា bal-
ance by a –aymake”, and Al— sp”ang oា t–e ”opes w—t–
a ីu””y to Fo”eman’s –ead, punctuated by a –a”d ”—g–t
c”oss t–at landed ីus– on t–e jaw, knock—ng Fo”eman
down. Mu–ammad Al— was ult—mately t–e only boxe” to
stop Fo”eman.

Fo”eman late” ”eីected t–at ན—t just wasn't my n—g–tཔ.
T–oug– –e soug–t one, –e was unable to secu”e a ”ematc–
w—t– Al—. It –as been suggested —n some “ua”te”s t–at Al—
was duck—ng Fo”eman, alt–oug– –e d—d g—ve a ”ematc– to
Joe F”az—e” and to Ken No”ton. Al— also p”efe””ed to ិg–t
suc– lowly ”anked opponents as C–uck Wepne”, R—c–a”d
Dunn, Jean P—e””e Coopman, andAlf”edo Evangel—sta.[13]

First comeback

Ma—n a”t—cle: Geo”ge Fo”eman vs. Joe F”az—e” II

Fo”eman ”ema—ned —nact—ve du”—ng 1975. In 1976, –e an-
nounced a comeback and stated –—s —ntent—on of secu”—ng
a ”ematc– w—t– Al—. H—s ិ”st opponent was to be Ron
Lyle, w–o –ad been defeated by Mu–ammad Al— —n 1975,
v—a 11-t– ”ound TKO. At t–e end of t–e ិ”st ”ound, Lyle
landed a –a”d ”—g–t t–at sent Fo”eman stagge”—ng ac”oss
t–e ”—ng. In t–e second ”ound, Fo”eman pounded Lyle
aga—nst t–e ”opes and m—g–t –ave sco”ed a KO, but due
to a t—mekeep—ng e””o” t–e bell ”ang w—t– a m—nute st—ll
”ema—n—ng —n t–e ”ound and Lyle su”v—ved. In t–e t–—”d,
Fo”eman p”essed fo”wa”d, w—t– Lyle wa—t—ng to counte”
oា t–e ”opes. In t–e fou”t–, a b”utal slugfest e”upted.
A cluste” of powe” punc–es f”om Lyle sent Fo”eman to
t–e canvas. W–en Fo”eman got up, Lyle stagge”ed –—m
aga—n, but just as Fo”eman seemed ិn—s–ed, –e ”etal—-
ated w—t– a –a”d ”—g–t to t–e s—de of t–e –ead, knock—ng
down Lyle. Lyle beat t–e count, t–en landed anot–e” b”u-
tal comb—nat—on, knock—ng Fo”eman down fo” t–e second
t—me. Aga—n, Fo”eman beat t–e count. Fo”eman sa—d late”
t–at –e –ad neve” been –—t so –a”d —n a ិg–t and ”emem-
be”ed look—ng down at t–e canvas and see—ng blood. In t–e
ិft– ”ound, bot– ិg–te”s cont—nued to —gno”e defense and
t”aded t–e—” –a”dest punc–es, look—ng c”ude. Eac– man
stagge”ed t–e ot–e”, and eac– seemed almost out on –—s
feet. T–en, as —f ិnally t—”ed, Lyle stopped punc–—ng, and
Fo”eman del—ve”ed a dozen unanswe”ed blows unt—l Lyle
collapsed. Lyle ”ema—ned on t–e canvas and was counted
out, g—v—ng Fo”eman t–e KO v—cto”y. T–e ិg–t was named
by The Ring as ནT–e F—g–t Of T–e Yea”.པ

Fo” –—s next bout, Fo”eman c–ose to face Joe F”az—e”
—n a ”ematc–. Because of t–e one-s—ded Fo”eman v—c-
to”y —n t–e—” ិ”st ិg–t, and t–e fact t–at F”az—e” –ad
taken a t”emendous amount of pun—s–ment f”om Al— —n
Man—la a yea” ea”l—e”, few expected –—m to w—n. F”az—e”
at t–—s po—nt was 32ཊ3, and Fo”eman was 41ཊ1. How-
eve”, t–e 2nd Fo”eman-F”az—e” ិg–t was fa—”ly compet-
—t—ve fo” —ts du”at—on, as F”az—e” used “u—ck –ead move-
ments to make Fo”eman m—ss w—t– –—s –a”dest punc–es.
F”az—e” was wea”—ng a contact lens fo” –—s v—s—on w–—c–
was knocked loose du”—ng t–e bout. Afte” be—ng unable
to mount a s—gn—ិcant oាense, F”az—e” was eventually
ីoo”ed tw—ce by Fo”eman —n t–e ិft– ”ound and t–e ិg–t
was stopped. Next, Fo”eman knocked out Scott LeDoux
—n t–”ee ”ounds and p”ospect Jo–n D—no Den—s —n fou” to
ិn—s– t–e yea”.

Retirement and spiritual rebirth

1977 p”oved to be a l—fe c–ang—ng yea” fo” Fo”eman.
Afte” knock—ng out Ped”o Agosto —n fou” ”ounds at
Pensacola, Flo”—da, Fo”eman ីew to Pue”to R—co a day
befo”e t–e ិg–t w—t–out g—v—ng –—mself t—me to accl—ma-
t—se. H—s opponent was t–e sk—lled boxe” J—mmy Young,
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w–o –ad beaten Ron Lyle and lost a ve”y cont”ove”s—al
dec—s—on to Mu–ammad Al— t–e p”ev—ous yea”. Fo”e-
man foug–t caut—ously ea”ly on, allow—ng Young to settle
—nto t–e ិg–t. Young constantly compla—ned about Fo”e-
man pus–—ng –—m, fo” w–—c– Fo”eman eventually –ad a
po—nt deducted by t–e ”efe”ee, alt–oug– Young was neve”
wa”ned fo” –—s pe”s—stent –old—ng. Fo”eman badly –u”t
Young —n ”ound 7 but was unable to land a ិn—s–—ng blow.
Fo”eman t—”ed du”—ng t–e second –alf of t–e ិg–t and suf-
fe”ed a ីas– knockdown —n ”ound 12 en ”oute to los—ng a
dec—s—on.

Fo”eman became —ll —n –—s d”ess—ng ”oom afte” t–e ិg–t.
He was suាe”—ng f”om ex–aust—on and –eatst”oke and be-
l—eved –e –ad a nea” deat– expe”—ence. He spoke of be—ng
—n a –ell—s–, f”—g–ten—ng place of not–—ngness and despa—”,
and ”eal—zed t–at –e was —n t–e m—dst of deat–. T–oug–
not yet ”el—g—ous, –e began to plead w—t– God to –elp
–—m. He expla—ned t–at –e sensed God ask—ng –—m to
c–ange –—s l—fe and ways. W–en –e sa—d, ནI don't ca”e
—f t–—s —s deat– ཊ I st—ll bel—eve t–e”e —s a God,པ –e felt a
–and pull –—m out and sensed t–at –e was also suាe”—ng
st—gmata. Afte” t–—s expe”—ence, Fo”eman became a bo”n-
aga—n C–”—st—an, ded—cat—ng –—s l—fe fo” t–e next decade to
God. Alt–oug– –e d—d not fo”mally ”et—”e f”om box—ng,
Fo”eman stopped ិg–t—ng and became an o”da—ned m—n-
—ste”, —n—t—ally p”eac–—ng on st”eet co”ne”s befo”e becom-
—ng t–e ”eve”end at t–e C–u”c– of t–e Lo”d Jesus C–”—st
—n Houston[14] and devot—ng –—mself to –—s fam—ly and –—s
cong”egat—on. He also opened a yout– cente”[15] t–at bea”s
–—s name. Fo”eman cont—nues to s–a”e –—s conve”s—on ex-
pe”—ence on C–”—st—an telev—s—on b”oadcasts suc– as The
700 Club and t–e T”—n—ty B”oadcast—ng Netwo”k and late”
joked t–at Young –ad knocked t–e dev—l out of –—m.

Second comeback

Ma—n a”t—cles: Geo”ge Fo”eman vs. Ge””y Cooney,
Evande” Holyិeld vs. Geo”ge Fo”eman and Geo”ge
Fo”eman vs. Tommy Mo””—son

In 1987, afte” 10 yea”s away f”om t–e ”—ng, Fo”eman su”-
p”—sed t–e box—ng wo”ld by announc—ng a comeback at t–e
age of 38. In –—s autob—og”ap–y, –e w”ote t–at –—s p”—-
ma”y mot—ve was to ”a—se money to fund t–e yout– cente”
–e –ad c”eated, w–—c– –ad ”e“u—”ed muc– of t–e money
–e –ad ea”ned —n t–e —n—t—al p–ase of –—s ca”ee”. Anot–e”
stated amb—t—on was to ិg–t M—ke Tyson.[16] Fo” –—s ិ”st
ិg–t, –e went to Sac”amento, Cal—fo”n—a, w–e”e –e beat
jou”neyman Steve Zousk— by a knockout —n fou” ”ounds.
Fo”eman we—g–ed 267 lb (121 kg) fo” t–e ិg–t and looked
badly out of s–ape. Alt–oug– many t–oug–t –—s dec—s—on
to ”etu”n to t–e ”—ng was a m—stake, Fo”eman counte”ed
t–at –e –ad ”etu”ned to p”ove t–at age was not a ba”-
”—e” to people ac–—ev—ng t–e—” goals (as –e sa—d late”, –e
wanted to s–ow t–at age 40 —s not a ནdeat– sentenceཔ).
He won fou” mo”e bouts t–at yea”, g”adually sl—mm—ng
down and —mp”ov—ng –—s ិtness. In 1988, –e won n—ne

t—mes. Pe”–aps –—s most notable w—n du”—ng t–—s pe”—od
was a sevent–-”ound knockout of fo”me” L—g–t Heavy-
we—g–t and C”u—se”we—g–t C–amp—on Dw—g–tMu–ammad
Qaw—.

Hav—ng always been a del—be”ate ិg–te”, Fo”eman –ad
not lost muc– mob—l—ty —n t–e ”—ng s—nce –—s ិ”st ན”et—”e-
ment,པ alt–oug– –e found —t –a”de” to keep –—s balance
afte” t–”ow—ng b—g punc–es and could no longe” t–”ow
”ap—d comb—nat—ons. He was st—ll capable of land—ng –eavy
s—ngle blows, –oweve”. T–e late-”ound fat—gue t–at –ad
plagued –—m —n t–e ”—ng as a young man now seemed to
be unexpectedly gone, and –e could comfo”tably compete
fo” 12 ”ounds. Fo”eman att”—buted t–—s to –—s new, ”elaxed
ិg–t—ng style (–e –as spoken of –ow, ea”l—e” —n –—s ca”ee”,
–—s lack of stam—na came f”om an eno”mous amount of
ne”vous tens—on).

By 1989, w–—le cont—nu—ng –—s comeback, Fo”eman –ad
sold –—s name and face fo” t–e adve”t—s—ng of va”—ous p”od-
ucts, sell—ng eve”yt–—ng f”om g”—lls to muឺe”s on TV. Fo”
t–—s pu”pose –—s publ—c pe”sona was ”e—nvented, and t–e
fo”me”ly aloof, om—nous Fo”eman –ad been ”eplaced by a
sm—l—ng, f”—endly Geo”ge. He and Al— –ad become f”—ends,
and –e followed —n Al—’s footsteps by mak—ng –—mself a
celeb”—ty outs—de t–e bounda”—es of box—ng.

Fo”eman cont—nued –—s st”—ng of v—cto”—es, w—nn—ng ិve
mo”e ិg–ts, t–e most —mp”ess—ve be—ng a t–”ee-”ound w—n
ove” Be”t Coope”, w–o went on to contest t–e Und—sputed
Heavywe—g–t t—tle aga—nst Evande” Holyិeld.

In 1990, Fo”eman met fo”me” t—tle c–allenge” Ge””y
Cooney —n Atlant—c C—ty. Cooney was com—ng oា a long
pe”—od of —nact—v—ty, but was well ”ega”ded fo” –—s punc–-
—ng powe”. Cooney wobbled Fo”eman —n t–e ិ”st ”ound,
but Fo”eman landed seve”al powe”ful punc–es —n t–e sec-
ond ”ound. Cooney was knocked down tw—ce and Fo”e-
man –ad sco”ed a devastat—ng KO. Fo”eman went on to
w—n fou” mo”e ិg–ts t–at yea”.

T–en, —n 1991, Fo”eman was g—ven t–e oppo”tun—ty to
c–allenge Und—sputed Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on Evande”
Holyិeld, w–o was —n t”emendous s–ape at 208 pounds,
fo” t–e wo”ld t—tle —n a Pay Pe” V—ew box—ng event.
Ve”y few box—ng expe”ts gave t–e 42-yea”-old Fo”eman
a c–ance of w—nn—ng. Fo”eman, w–o we—g–ed —n at 257
pounds, began t–e contest by ma”c–—ng fo”wa”d, abso”b-
—ng seve”al of Holyិeld’s best comb—nat—ons and occa-
s—onally land—ng a powe”ful sw—ng of –—s own. Holyិeld
p”oved too toug– and ag—le to knock down and was well
a–ead on po—nts t–”oug–out t–e ិg–t, but Fo”eman su”-
p”—sed many by last—ng t–e full 12 ”ounds, los—ng –—s c–al-
lenge on po—nts. Round 7, —n w–—c– Fo”eman knocked
Holyិeld oា balance befo”e be—ng stagge”ed by a pow-
e”ful comb—nat—on, was expected to be Ring Magazine's
ནRound of t–e Yea”པ, t–oug– no awa”d was g—ven —n
1991.[17]

A yea” late”, Fo”eman foug–t jou”neyman Alex Stewa”t,
w–o –ad p”ev—ously been stopped —n t–e ិ”st ”ound by
M—ke Tyson. Fo”eman knocked down Stewa”t tw—ce —n
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t–e second ”ound but expended a lot of ene”gy —n do—ng
so. He subse“uently t—”ed, and Stewa”t ”ebounded. By
t–e end of t–e 10t– and ិnal ”ound, Fo”eman’s face was
blood—ed and swollen, but t–e judges awa”ded –—m a ma-
jo”—ty dec—s—on w—n.

In 1993, Fo”eman ”ece—ved anot–e” t—tle s–ot, alt–oug–
t–—s was fo” t–e vacant WBO C–amp—ons–—p, w–—c– most
fans at t–e t—me saw as a second-t—e” ve”s—on of t–e
ན”ealཔ Heavywe—g–t t—tle, t–en be—ng contested between
Holyិeld and R—dd—ck Bowe. Fo”eman’s opponent was
TommyMo””—son, a young p”ospect known fo” –—s punc–-
—ng powe”. To t–e f”ust”at—on of Fo”eman and t–e d—s-
appo—ntment of t–e boo—ng c”owd, Mo””—son ”et”eated
t–”oug–out t–e ិg–t, ”efus—ng to t”ade toe-to-toe, and
somet—mes even tu”ned –—s back on Fo”eman. T–e st”at-
egy pa—d oា, –oweve”, as –e outboxed Fo”eman f”om long
”ange. Fo”eman was compet—t—ve t–”oug–out t–e matc–,
but afte” 12 ”ounds, Mo””—son won a unan—mous dec—s—on.

Regaining the title

Ma—n a”t—cles: M—c–ael Moo”e” vs. Geo”ge Fo”eman,
Geo”ge Fo”eman vs. Axel Sc–ulz and Geo”ge Fo”eman
vs. S–annon B”—ggs

In 1994, Fo”eman once aga—n soug–t to c–allenge fo” t–e
wo”ld c–amp—ons–—p afte” M—c–ael Moo”e” –ad beaten
Holyិeld fo” t–e IBF and WBA t—tles.

Hav—ng lost –—s last ិg–t aga—nst Mo””—son, Fo”eman was
un”anked and —n no pos—t—on to demand anot–e” t—tle s–ot.
H—s ”elat—vely –—g– p”oិle, –oweve”, made a t—tle s–ot
aga—nst Moo”e”, 19 yea”s –—s jun—o”, a luc”at—ve p”ospect
at seem—ngly l—ttle ”—sk fo” t–e c–amp—on.

Fo”eman’s t—tle c–allenge aga—nst Moo”e” took place on
Novembe” 5 —n Las Vegas, Nevada, w—t– Fo”eman wea”-
—ng t–e same ”ed t”unks –e –ad wo”n —n –—s t—tle loss to
Al— 20 yea”s ea”l—e”. T–—s t—me, –oweve”, Fo”eman was
a substant—al unde”dog. Fo” n—ne ”ounds, Moo”e” eas—ly
outboxed –—m, –—tt—ng and mov—ng away, w–—le Fo”eman
c–ugged fo”wa”d, seem—ngly unable to ནpull t–e t”—gge”པ
on –—s punc–es. Ente”—ng t–e tent– ”ound, Fo”eman was
t”a—l—ng on all sco”eca”ds. Howeve”, Fo”eman launc–ed a
comeback —n t–e tent– ”ound and –—t Moo”e” w—t– a num-
be” of punc–es. T–en a s–o”t ”—g–t –and caug–t Moo”e”
on t–e t—p of –—s c–—n, gas–—ng open –—s bottom l—p and
–e collapsed to t–e canvas. He lay ីat on –—s back as t–e
”efe”ee counted –—m out.

In an —nstant, Fo”eman –ad ”ega—ned t–e t—tle –e –ad lost
to Mu–ammad Al— two decades befo”e. He went back
to –—s co”ne” and knelt —n p”aye” as t–e a”ena e”upted —n
c–ee”s. W—t– t–—s –—sto”—c v—cto”y, Fo”eman b”oke t–”ee
”eco”ds: –e became, at age 45, t–e oldest ិg–te” eve” to
w—n t–e Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p; 20 yea”s af-
te” los—ng –—s t—tle fo” t–e ិ”st t—me, –e b”oke t–e ”eco”d
fo” t–e ិg–te” w—t– t–e longest —nte”val between –—s ិ”st

and second wo”ld c–amp—ons–—ps; and t–e age sp”ead of
19 yea”s between t–e c–amp—on and c–allenge” was t–e
la”gest of any –eavywe—g–t box—ng c–amp—ons–—p ិg–t.

S–o”tly afte” t–e Moo”e” ិg–t, Fo”eman began talk—ng
about a potent—al supe”ិg–t aga—nst M—ke Tyson (t–e
youngest eve” –eavywe—g–t c–amp). T–e WBA o”gan—-
zat—on, –oweve”, demanded –e ិg–t t–e—” No. 1 c–al-
lenge”, w–o at t–e t—me was t–e competent but ag—ng Tony
Tucke”. Fo” ”easons not clea”ly known, Fo”eman ”efused
to ិg–t Tucke” and allowed t–e WBA to st”—p –—m of
t–at belt. He t–en went on to ិg–t m—d-level p”ospect
Axel Sc–ulz of Ge”many —n defense of –—s ”ema—n—ng
IBF t—tle. Sc–ulz was a majo” unde”dog. Sc–ulz jabbed
st”ongly f”om long ”ange and g”ew —nc”eas—ngly conិdent
as t–e ិg–t p”og”essed. Fo”eman ិn—s–ed t–e ិg–t w—t–
a swell—ng ove” one eye, but was awa”ded a cont”ove”-
s—al majo”—ty dec—s—on. T–e IBF o”de”ed an —mmed—ate
”ematc– to be –eld —n Ge”many, but Fo”eman ”efused
t–e te”ms and found –—mself st”—pped of –—s ”ema—n—ng
t—tle. Howeve”, Fo”eman cont—nued to be ”ecogn—zed as
t–e L—neal Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on.

In 1996, Fo”eman ”etu”ned to Tokyo, sco”—ng an easy w—n
ove” t–e un”ated C”awfo”d G”—msley by a 12-”ound de-
c—s—on. In 1997, –e faced contende” Lou Sava”ese, w—n-
n—ng a close dec—s—on —n a g”uel—ng, compet—t—ve encounte”.
T–en, yet anot–e” oppo”tun—ty came Fo”eman’s way as t–e
WBC dec—ded to matc– –—m aga—nst S–annon B”—ggs —n a
1997 ནel—m—nato” boutཔ fo” t–e ”—g–t to face WBC c–am-
p—on Lennox Lew—s. Afte” 12 ”ounds, —n w–—c– Fo”eman
cons—stently ”ocked B”—ggs w—t– powe” punc–es, almost
eve”yone at ”—ngs—de saw Fo”eman as t–e clea” w—nne”.[18]

Once aga—n t–e”e was a cont”ove”s—al dec—s—onཋbut t–—s
t—me —t went —n favo” of Fo”eman’s opponent, w—t– B”—ggs
awa”ded a po—nts w—n. Fo”eman –ad foug–t fo” t–e last
t—me, at t–e age of 48.

Second retirement

Fo”eman was g”ac—ous and p–—losop–—cal —n –—s loss to
B”—ggs, but announced –—s ནិnalཔ ”et—”ement s–o”tly afte”-
wa”ds. Howeve”, –e d—d plan a ”etu”n bout aga—nst La””y
Holmes —n 1999, sc–eduled to take place at t–e Houston
Ast”odome on pay pe” v—ew. T–e ិg–t was to be b—lled as
ནT–e B—”t–day Bas–པ due to bot– ិg–te”s’ upcom—ng b—”t–-
days. Fo”eman was set to make $10 m—ll—on and Holmes
was to make $4 m—ll—on, but negot—at—ons fell t–”oug– and
t–e ិg–t was cancelled. W—t– a cont—nu—ng aឹn—ty fo”
t–e spo”t, Fo”eman became a ”espected box—ng analyst fo”
HBO.

Fo”eman sa—d –e –ad no plans to ”esume –—s ca”ee” as a
boxe”, but t–en announced —n Feb”ua”y 2004 t–at –e was
t”a—n—ng fo” one mo”e comeback ិg–t to demonst”ate t–at
t–e age of 55, l—ke 40, —s not a ནdeat– sentence.པ T–e bout,
aga—nst an unspec—ិed opponent (”umo”ed to be T”evo”
Be”b—ck), neve” mate”—al—zed (—t was w—dely t–oug–t t–at
Fo”eman’s w—fe –ad been a majo” facto” —n t–e c–ange of
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plans). Hav—ng seve”ed –—s ”elat—ons–—p w—t– HBO to pu”-
sue ot–e” oppo”tun—t—es, Geo”ge Fo”eman and t–e spo”t of
box—ng ិnally went t–e—” sepa”ate ways.

2.28.3 Family and private life

Foreman speaking in Houston, Texas, in September 2009

Fo”eman –as 12 c–—ld”en: ិve sons and seven daug–-
te”s. H—s ិve sons a”e Geo”ge J”., Geo”ge III (ནMonkཔ),
Geo”ge IV (ནB—gW–eelཔ), Geo”ge V (ནRedཔ), andGeo”ge
VI (ནL—ttle Joeyཔ). T–e two daug–te”s f”om –—s ma””—age
a”e Natal—a and Leola; –—s t–”ee daug–te”s f”om a sepa-
”ate ”elat—ons–—p a”e M—c–—, F”eeda, and Geo”getta. He
adopted a daug–te”, Isabella B”and—e L—lja (Fo”eman), —n
2009; and anot–e”, Cou”tney Isaac (Fo”eman), —n 2012.

2.28.4 George Foreman Grill

Ma—n a”t—cle: Geo”ge Fo”eman G”—ll

W–en Fo”eman came back f”om ”et—”ement –e a”gued
t–at –—s success was due to –—s –ealt–y eat—ng, w–—c– made
–—m a pe”fect ិt fo” Salton, Inc., w–—c– was look—ng fo” a
spokespe”son fo” —ts fat-”educ—ng g”—ll, —n w–—c– Fo”eman
–ad some —nីuence des—gn—ng. Hulk Hogan –ad p”ev—-
ously been cons—de”ed, but c–ose to p—tc– t–e Hulkaman—a
Meatball Make” —nstead.[19] T–e Geo”ge Fo”eman G”—ll
–as sold ove” 100 m—ll—on un—ts s—nce —t was ិ”st launc–ed,
a feat ac–—eved —n a l—ttle ove” 15 yea”s.

Alt–oug– Fo”eman –as neve” conិ”med exactly –ow
muc– –e –as ea”ned f”om t–e endo”sement, —t —s known
t–at Salton pa—d –—m $137 m—ll—on —n 1999, fo” t–e ”—g–t
to use –—s name. P”—o” to t–at, –e was pa—d about 40%
of t–e p”oិts on eac– g”—ll sold (ea”n—ng –—m $4.5 m—ll—on
a mont– —n payouts at —ts peak), so —t —s est—mated –e –as
made a total of ove” $200 m—ll—on f”om t–e endo”sement,
substant—ally mo”e t–an –e ea”ned as a boxe”.[20]

2.28.5 Amateur accomplishments

Sou”ce:[21]

• Won –—s ិ”st amateu” ិg–t on Janua”y 26, 1967 by
a ិ”st-”ound knockout —n t–e Pa”ks D—amond Belt
Tou”nament.

• Won t–e San F”anc—sco Exam—ne”’s Golden Gloves
Tou”nament —n t–e Jun—o” D—v—s—on —n Feb”ua”y
1967.

• Feb”ua”y 1967: Knocked out T–omas Cook to w—n
t–e Las Vegas Golden Gloves —n t–e Sen—o” D—v—s—on.

• Feb”ua”y 1968: Knocked out L.C. B”own to w—n t–e
San F”anc—sco Exam—ne”’s Sen—o” T—tle —n San F”an-
c—sco.

• Ma”c– 1968: Won t–e Nat—onal AAU Heavywe—g–t
t—tle —n Toledo, O–—o vs. Hen”y C”ump of P–—ladel-
p–—a, PA —n t–e ិnal.

• July 1968: Spa””ed ិve ”ounds on two d—ាe”ent oc-
cas—ons w—t– fo”me” Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on
Sonny L—ston.

• Septembe” 21, 1968: Won –—s second dec—s—on ove”
Ot—s Evans to make t–e U.S. box—ng team fo” t–e
Mex—co C—ty Olymp—c Games.

• Fo”eman –ad a 16ཊ4 amateu” box—ng ”eco”d go-
—ng —nto t–e Olymp—cs. He knocked out t–e Sov—et
Un—on’s Jonas Čepul—s to w—n t–e Olymp—c Games
Heavywe—g–t Gold Medal. He was t”a—ned fo” t–e
Olymp—c Games by Robe”t (Pappy) Gault.

• Amateu” ”eco”d: 22ཊ4[22]

2.28.6 Professional boxing record

2.28.7 Achievements

2.28.8 See also

• L—st of –eavywe—g–t box—ng c–amp—ons

• L—st of WBC wo”ld c–amp—ons

• Notable box—ng fam—l—es

• Geo”ge Fo”eman G”—ll
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2.28.10 External links
• Oឹc—al webs—te

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Geo”ge Fo”eman
f”om BoxRec

• Geo”ge Fo”eman ཊ IBHOF B—og”ap–y

• Geo”ge Fo”eman’s Amateu” Box—ng Reco”d

• Geo”ge Fo”eman at t–e Inte”net Mov—e Database

• Geo”ge Fo”eman at TV.com

2.29 Chuck Wepner

Charles ୬Chuck୭ Wepner (bo”n Feb”ua”y 26, 1939)
—s an Ame”—can fo”me” p”ofess—onal boxe” w–o foug–t
at –eavywe—g–t.[1][2] As a wo”ld ”anked contende” –e al-
most went ិfteen ”ounds w—t– wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–am-
p—on Mu–ammad Al— —n a 1975 t—tle ិg–t, t–oug– Wep-
ne” was t–”ow—ng nume”ous ”abb—t punc–es to t–e –ead
of Al—. Al—, —nfu”—ated by Wepne”’s act sta”ted do—ng t–e
same. T–e ”efe”ee —gno”ed many of t–e fouls comm—t-
ted by Wepne”, but wa”ned Al— to stop t–”ow—ng ”abb—t
punc–es. Al— late” desc”—bed t–e ”efe”ee as ནd—”tyཔ. Wep-
ne” sco”ed notable w—ns ove” Randy Neumann and E”n—e
Te””ell.

2.29.1 Career

Early life and career

Wepne” was bo”n —n New Yo”k C—ty, New Yo”k, t–e son
of Dolo”es (H”ynko) and C–a”les W—ll—am Wepne”.[3][4]

He —s of Ge”man, Uk”a—n—an, and Belo”uss—an descent.[5]

N—cknamed ནT–e Bayonne Bleede”,པ –e debuted as a p”o-
fess—onal boxe” —n 1964 and began post—ng many w—ns and
some losses. He –ad fo”me”ly boxed w–—le a membe”
of t–e Un—ted States Ma”—ne Co”ps, and –ad wo”ked as
a bounce” befo”e tu”n—ng p”o.[6] He was t–e New Je”-
sey State Heavywe—g–t Box—ng C–amp—on and popula”
ិg–te” —n t–e No”t–east’s Club Box—ng c—”cu—t. But afte”
los—ng ិg–ts to Geo”ge Fo”eman (by knockout —n t–”ee)
and Sonny L—ston (by knockout —n ten) many box—ng fans
t–oug–t t–at –—s days as a contende” we”e numbe”ed. Af-
te” t–e ិg–t w—t– L—ston, Wepne” needed 72 st—tc–es —n –—s
face.

Howeve”, afte” los—ng to Joe Bugne” by a knockout —n
t–”ee —n England, Wepne” won n—ne of –—s next eleven
ិg–ts, —nclud—ng v—cto”—es ove” C–a”l—e Pol—te and fo”me”
WBA Heavywe—g–t c–amp—on E”n—e Te””ell.

Muhammad Ali ght

In 1975, —t was announced Wepne” would c–allenge
Mu–ammad Al— fo” t–e wo”ld’s Heavywe—g–t t—tle.
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Acco”d—ng to Cleveland Pla—n Deale” (Feb 9t– 1975, Page
4-C), Ca”l Lomba”do put up 1.3 M—ll—on Dolla”s fo” t–e
Wepne”-Al— Heavy We—g–t t—tle Bout. Acco”d—ng to a
Time magaz—ne a”t—cle, ནIn St—tc–esཔ, Al— was gua”an-
teed $1.5 m—ll—on and Wepne” s—gned fo” $100,000. T–—s
was cons—de”ably mo”e t–an Wepne” –ad eve” ea”ned and
–e t–e”efo”e d—d not need any coax—ng. Wepne” spent
e—g–t weeks nea” t–e Catsk—ll Mounta—ns unde” t–e gu—d-
ance of Al B”ave”man (t”a—ne” and noted cutman) and
B—ll P”ezant (manage”). P”ezant p”op–es—ed t–at t–e ិg–t
would be a b—g su”p”—se. T–—s bout was t–e ិ”st t—meWep-
ne” –ad been able to t”a—n full-t—me.[7] T–e ិg–t was –eld
on Ma”c– 24 at t–e R—c–ិeld Col—seum —n R—c–ិeld, O–—o
sout– of Cleveland. Befo”e t–e ិg–t, a ”epo”te” asked
Wepne” —f –e t–oug–t –e could su”v—ve —n t–e ”—ng w—t–
t–e c–amp—on, to w–—c–Wepne” allegedly answe”ed, ནI've
been a su”v—vo” my w–ole l—fe...—f I su”v—ved t–e Ma”—nes,
I can su”v—ve Al—.པ

In t–e n—nt– ”ound Wepne” sco”ed a knockdown, t–oug–
Al— late” contended t–atWepne” –ad stepped on –—s foot, a
cla—m conិ”med by p–otos.[8] Wepne” went to –—s co”ne”
and sa—d to –—s manage”, ནAl, sta”t t–e ca”. We'”e go—ng
to t–e bank. We a”e m—ll—ona—”es.པ To w–—c– Wepne”’s
manage” ”epl—ed, ནYou bette” tu”n a”ound. He’s gett—ng
up and –e looks p—ssed oា.པ[9]

In t–e ”ema—n—ng ”ounds, Al— dec—s—vely outboxed Wep-
ne” and opened up cuts above bot– Wepne”’s eyes and
b”oke –—s nose. Wepne” was fa” be–—nd on t–e sco”eca”ds
w–en Al— knocked –—m down w—t– 19 seconds left —n t–e
15t– ”ound. T–e ”efe”ee counted to seven befo”e call—ng
a tec–n—cal knockout.[10]

Late career

In 1976, Wepne” foug–t p”ofess—onal w”estle” And”é t–e
G—ant and lost by countout afte” And”e t–”ew –—m out of
t–e ”—ng.[11][12]

Wepne”’s last ិg–t was on May 2, 1978 fo” t–e New Je”-
sey State Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p aga—nst a new ”—s-
—ng p”ospect, Scott F”ank, noted fo” a useful –eavy left
–ook.[13] Wepne” lost t–e ិg–t —n a 12 ”ound dec—s—on,
but aga—n p”oved du”able, R—ng magaz—ne noted. He an-
nounced –—s ”et—”ement afte” t–e ិg–t.[14]

2.29.2 Later life

Wepne” wo”ks today w—t– –—s second w—fe L—nda —n t–e
l—“uo” sto”e management ិeld fo” Majest—c W—nes and
Sp—”—ts —n Ca”lstadt, New Je”sey, and —s an expe”t —n con-
sume” l—“uo”s, w—nes and sp—”—ts.[15]

A ិlm about Wepne”’s ca”ee” was ”eleased —n 2012,[16]

and ESPN a—”ed a documenta”y t—tled 'T–e Real Rocky'
on Octobe” 25, 2011.[17] T–e ESPN ិlm featu”es a cl—p
of Wepne”’s n—nt– ”ound knockdown of Mu–ammad Al—
—n t–e—” 1975 wo”ld –eavywe—g–t t—tle bout.[18]

Ring appearances

Wepne” occas—onally makes ”—ngs—de appea”ances at box-
—ng ca”ds —n –—s –ome state of New Je”sey, s—gn—ng au-
tog”ap–s and pos—ng fo” p–otos w—t– box—ng fans. On
Octobe” 12, 2012, Wepne” appea”ed ”—ngs—de w—t– fo”-
me” Wo”ld L—g–t Heavywe—g–t c–amp—on M—ke Rossman
—n Atlant—c C—ty, New Je”sey at a T”op—cana Cas—no &
Reso”t Atlant—c C—ty ិg–t ca”d featu”—ng a WBA NABA
L—g–twe—g–t t—tle bout —n t–e ma—n event. Wepne” –eld t–e
WBA NABA –eavywe—g–t t—tle du”—ng –—s box—ng ca”ee”.

2.29.3 Rocky

Sylveste” Stallone watc–ed Wepne”’s ិg–t aga—nst Al— and
s–o”tly afte”wa”ds w”ote t–e sc”—pt fo” Rocky, but Stallone
subse“uently den—ed t–at Wepne” p”ov—ded any —nsp—”a-
t—on fo” t–e mov—e.[19][20] Wepne” ិled a lawsu—t w–—c–
was eventually settled w—t– Stallone fo” an und—sclosed
amount.[20]

It —s speculated t–at t–e 1982 ិlm Rocky III was —nីu-
enced by –—s ិg–t aga—nst And”e t–e G—ant, as t–e mov—e
featu”es a matc– ve”sus w”estle” Hulk Hogan as ནT–un-
de”l—psཔ, w–o t–”ows Rocky out of t–e ”—ng.[19][21][22]

2.29.4 In media and popular culture

• L—ev Sc–”e—be” —s play—ng t–e ”ole of Wepne” —n a
spo”ts ិlm, The Bleeder.[23]

2.29.5 Professional boxing record

2.29.6 See also
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2.29.8 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” C–uck Wepne” f”om
BoxRec

• Inte”v—ew w—t– C–uck Wepne”

• C–uck Wepne” at t–e Inte”net Mov—e Database

• Datos y cu”—os—dades sob”e C–uck Wepne” en es-
panol

2.30 Ron Lyle

Ronald "Ron" Lyle (Feb”ua”y 12, 1941 ཊ Novembe”
26, 2011) was an Ame”—can p”ofess—onal boxe”. He
was known fo” –—s powe” punc–—ng, and fo” pleas—ng
c”owds w—t– –—s cou”age and dete”m—nat—on —ns—de t–e
”—ng. Lyle –olds notable w—ns ove” Buste” Mat–—s, Osca”
Bonavena, J—mmy Ell—s, Ea”n—e S–ave”s, Joe Bugne” and
Scott LeDoux.

2.30.1 Early life

Lyle was one of 19 c–—ld”en bo”n to W—ll—am and Nell—e
Lyle of Denve”, Colo”ado. He g”ew up on t–e No”t–east
s—de of t–e c—ty, a p”edom—nantly Af”—can Ame”—can a”ea,
—n publ—c –ous—ng p”ojects.

Du”—ng –—s t—me —n Denve”, Lyle was known to –ave as-
soc—ated w—t– v—olent gangs. At 19, afte” d”opp—ng out
of Manual H—g– Sc–ool, Lyle was conv—cted of second-
deg”ee mu”de” —n t–e s–oot—ng deat– of 21-yea”-old gang
”—val Douglas By”d. Lyle a”gued –e was be—ng attacked
w—t– a lead p—pe and was not t–e one w–o pulled t–e
t”—gge”.[1]

He was sentenced to 15ཊ25 yea”s —n t–e Colo”ado State
Pen—tent—a”y. W–—le —n p”—son, Lyle nea”ly d—ed on t–e
ope”at—ng table afte” be—ng stabbed by an —nmate. He was
”eleased afte” se”v—ng 7 1/2 yea”s.[2]

Lyle c”ed—ted Lt. Cl—ា Mattax, t–e at–let—c d—”ecto” at
t–e p”—son, w—t– gett—ng –—m —nte”ested —n box—ng. In –—s
ិ”st matc– fo” t–e p”—son box—ng team, Lyle was defeated
by Texas Jo–nson. He neve” lost a p”—son box—ng matc–
aga—n, –oweve”.

2.30.2 Amateur career

Afte” p”—son, Lyle jo—ned t–e Denve” Elks Gym and
sta”ted box—ng fo” B—ll Dan—els. Lyle’s ិ”st amateu” v—c-
to”y was a t–—”d ”ound knockout ove” F”ed Houpe (w–o
would late” be Leon Sp—nks's ិnal opponent). H—s am-
ateu” ca”ee” lasted only 14 mont–s, and –e comp—led a
”eco”d of 25ཊ4 w—t– 17 knockouts.[3] He was t–e 1970
Nat—onal AAU Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on, t–e 1970 No”t–
Ame”—can Amateu” Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on, and t–e
1970 Inte”nat—onal Box—ng League Heavywe—g–t C–am-
p—on. Lyle was a membe” of t–e Un—ted States Box—ng
Team. He lost to Russ—an Ivan Alex—, but knocked out
Russ—an –eavywe—g–t Kamo Sa”oyan —n a matc– b”oadcast
by ABC telev—s—on’s W—de Wo”ld of Spo”ts.[4]

2.30.3 Pro career

Lyle –ad a ve”y late sta”t —n p”ofess—onal box—ng. He
tu”ned p”ofess—onal unde” B—ll Dan—els, w—t– t”a—ne” Bobby
Lew—s. H—s ិ”st ិg–t was at t–e age of 30 —n Denve”,
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Colo”ado, aga—nst A.J Staples, w–—c– –e won by knockout
—n t–e second ”ound. Lyle went on to post a 19ཊ0 ”eco”d
w—t– 17 knockouts, and became t–e 5t– ”ated –eavywe—g–t
contende”. He sco”ed —mp”ess—ve knockouts ove” notables
V—cente Rondon, a l—g–t –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on; –ulk—ng
Buste” Mat–—s; and won by unan—mous dec—s—on ove” fo”-
me”WBAHeavywe—g–t C–amp—on, J—mmyEll—s.[5] Lyle’s
undefeated st”eak ended on a one-s—ded dec—s—on to vet-
e”an Je””y Qua””y: t–e latte” gave one of –—s ca”ee” best
pe”fo”mances us—ng a boxe”/punc–e” style to c”eate open-
—ngs ិ”st, ga—n—ng t–e —n—t—at—ve us—ng –—s g”eate” expe”—-
ence. Lyle t–en lost to J—mmy Young —n 1975. In a late”
”ematc–, Young aga—n edged Lyle and went on to outpo—nt
Geo”ge Fo”eman —n 1977.

Lyle vs. Ali

On May 16, 1975 –e was g—ven an oppo”tun—ty to face
–eavywe—g–t c–amp—onMu–ammad Al—, du”—ng Al—’s sec-
ond t—tle defense —n –—s second ”e—gn as c–amp—on. Lyle
was t–e mo”e agg”ess—ve ិg–te” —n t–e ea”ly ”ounds, w—t–
Al— conse”v—ng –—s ene”gy and cove”—ng up —n t–e cente” of
t–e ”—ng allow—ng Lyle to sco”e. Lyle also s–owed ”est”a—nt
and d—d not ”espond to Al—’s attempts at t–e ”ope-a-dope
ploy. T–oug– —n dange” of fall—ng too fa” be–—nd on po—nts,
Al— appea”ed to be —n cont”ol of t–e pace of t–e ិg–t, and
p—cked –—s moments to sco”e. T–e ិg–t was close go—ng
—nto t–e 11t– ”ound, w—t– Lyle w—nn—ng on all t–”ee of t–e
judges’ sco”e ca”ds. Al— t–en –—t Lyle w—t– a st”ong ”—g–t
–and and followed w—t– seve”al ីu””y—ng punc–es, sco”-
—ng. T–e ”efe”ee stopped t–e ិg–t, see—ng t–at Lyle was
unable to defend –—mself and Al— was punc–—ng –—m —n

t–e –ead at w—ll. Lyle’s co”ne” was not –appy w—t– t–e
”efe”ee’s dec—s—on.[6][7]

Lyle vs. Foreman

Lyle —s pe”–aps best known fo” a b”awl—ng ិg–t —n 1976
w—t– Hall of Fame” Geo”ge Fo”eman. Fo”eman was mak-
—ng a comeback afte” suាe”—ng –—s ិ”st loss to Al— —n t–e
Rumble —n t–e Jungle.

T–e ិg–t —s looked upon to t–—s day as one of t–e most
exc—t—ng and b”utal —n –eavywe—g–t –—sto”y. Lyle took
t–e oាens—ve aga—nst t–e fo”me” c–amp—on and won t–e
open—ng ”ound. At one po—nt –e –—t Fo”eman w—t– a stag-
ge”—ng body punc–. Afte” almost be—ng knocked out —n
Round Two, Lyle amazed t–e c”owd by ីoo”—ng Fo”e-
man tw—ce —n t–e fou”t– ”ound. Ot–e” t–an Mu–ammad
Al— and J—mmy Young, Lyle was t–e only boxe” to –ave
eve” knocked down Geo”ge Fo”eman du”—ng a p”ofes-
s—onal box—ng matc–. Fo”eman late” w”ote —n –—s auto-
b—og”ap–y t–at Lyle was t–e toug–est man –e eve” foug–t.
T–e fo”me” c–amp—on ”ecove”ed and sco”ed a knockout
—n t–e ិft– ”ound.

Lyle sco”ed —mp”ess—ve v—cto”—es ove” ”ated Jose Lu—s Ga”-
c—a, and b—g names Osca” Bonavena and Ea”n—e S–ave”s
du”—ng –—s ca”ee”.[8] He also won a spl—t dec—s—on ove” Joe
Bugne”, bo”—ng —n w—t– a t–udd—ng body attack —n a ិne
contest.

Acco”d—ng to Geo”ge Fo”eman, Ron Lyle was one of t–e
t–”ee –a”dest punc–e”s –e –ad faced —n –—s ca”ee” along
w—t– Ge””y Cooney and Cleveland W—ll—ams.[9]

Later career

T–e yea” 1979 ma”ked a decl—ne —n Lyle’s ab—l—t—es. D”aws
w—t– f”—nge contende”s Stan Wa”d and Scott LeDoux
we”e followed by a stunn—ng one-punc– loss to un–ea”d-of
Lynn Ball. Ball went on to matc– ot–e” names but neve”
ac–—eved s—m—la” success. The Ringmagaz—ne “uoted Lyle
as say—ng afte”wa”ds ནNo one does t–at to me.པ

He would ”etu”n to t–e ”—ng, –oweve”, but not fo” long.
Ron ”et—”ed aga—n afte” a ិ”st-”ound knockout loss to t–en-
”—s—ng sta” and undefeated powe”-–—tt—ng Ge””y Cooney.
By t–en, Lyle was 39 yea”s old and –—s best yea”s –ad
gone.[10]

Comeback

In 1995, at t–e age of 54, Lyle dec—ded on a b”—ef come-
back. Afte” sco”—ng fou” “u—ck knockouts ove” second-
”ate opponents, Lyle t”—ed to get a ”ematc– w—t– Geo”ge
Fo”eman. T–e matc– was neve” made, –oweve”, and Lyle
”et—”ed f”om box—ng.[11]
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2.30.4 Retirement

W–—le Lyle was wo”k—ng as a secu”—ty gua”d —n Las Ve-
gas, Nevada, –e was accused of anot–e” mu”de”. He s–ot
a man —n –—s apa”tment w–o –ad spent t—me w—t– –—m
—n t–e Colo”ado State Pen—tent—a”y. Lyle cla—med self-
defense and was found not gu—lty.[12] A b—og”ap–y t—tled
Oઢ the Ropes: the Ron Lyle Story was w”—tten by Candace
Toft and ”eleased by Sc”atc–—ng S–ed Publ—s–—ng —n May
2010.[13]

Lyle ”an t–e box—ng gym Denve” Red S–—eld —n Denve”,
Colo”ado.[14] He was t–e fo”me” t”a—ne” of l—g–t welte”-
we—g–t contende” V—cto” O”t—z, w–o foug–t out of Denve”
du”—ng some of –—s amateu” ca”ee”.[15]

In 1992 Lyle t”a—ned a young p”om—s—ng talent f”om Las
Vegas Nevada, A”as– Has–em—,[16] and unde” –—s mento”-
s–—p Has–em— won two Golden Gloves c–amp—ons–—ps.

2.30.5 Death

Lyle d—ed at t–e age of 70, on Satu”day Novembe”
26, 2011 f”om compl—cat—ons f”om a sudden stomac–
a—lment.[17] ནWe'”e gonna m—ss Ron. He was a f”—endཔ,
Ea”n—e S–ave”s sa—d. ནHe was t–e st”ongest man I –ave
eve” known, —ns—de-and-out. W–en –e gave adv—ce, —t was
sol—d. He w—ll neve” know –ow muc– I loved –—m. I w—ll
g”eatly m—ss –—m now t–at –e —s gone. I w—ll neve” –ave a
close f”—end l—ke –—m aga—nཔ, states L—sa Dawn S–e”—dan.

2.30.6 Lyle in the media and popular cul-
ture

Ron Lyle appea”ed —n t–e ិlm Facing Ali,[18] a 2009 doc-
umenta”y, w–e”e –e d—scusses –—s l—fe and ca”ee”. About
–—s ិg–t aga—nst Al—, w–en ”efe”ee F”edy Nunez stopped
t–e ិg–t, –e sa—d ནI couldn't bel—eve —t, you know. I'm
a–ead on all sco”eca”ds. [...] Am I b—tte”? Fo”get about
—t. I neve” took —t pe”sonal. If t–e”e don't be no Al—, you
t–—nk you'd be s—tt—ng –e”e talk—ng to Ron Lyle? About
w–at?"[19]

Du”—ng t–—s documenta”y –e ”evealed t–at, du”—ng –—s st—nt
—n p”—son, w–e”e –e ”ece—ved one meal a day cons—st—ng of
a bowl of sp—nac–, –e passed t—me by do—ng up to 1,000
pus–-ups —n an –ou” eac– day.

2.30.7 Professional boxing record
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2.30.9 External links

• Ron Lyle at t–e Inte”net Mov—e Database

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Ron Lyle f”om
BoxRec

• Ron Lyle at Find a Grave

2.31 Jean-Pierre Coopman

Jean-Pierre Coopman (bo”n —n Ingelmunste”, Belg—um,
7 Novembe” 1946) —s a ”et—”ed Belg—an boxe” w–o —s best
known fo” –—s t—tle ិg–t aga—nst Mu–ammad Al— —n 1976,
w–—c– Al— won by KO[1] —n ”ound 5.[2]
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2.31.1 Early life

Jean-P—e””e Coopman was bo”n on 11 July 1946, —n t–e
Flem—s– (no”t–e”n Belg—um) commun—ty of Ingelmunste”.
Ea”ly —n l—fe, –e s–owed a g—ft fo” a”t—st”y. He was —n-
st”ucted —n sculpt—ng by –—s stepfat–e”, and Coopman’s
ិ”st fully pa—d job was as a stone cutte”. T–e stone-cutt—ng
–e lea”ned f”om c–—ld–ood was mo”e spec—ិcally t–at of
an a”t—san. H—s sk—lls we”e put to use, among ot–e” t–—ngs,
—n ”epa”at—ons of t–e med—eval c–u”c–es of Belg—umཋ
most notably, Sa—nt N—c–olas’ C–u”c– —n G–ent. By –av-
—ng to pe”fo”m a k—nd of –—sto”—c p”ese”vat—on, us—ng and
apply—ng tools f”om t–—s anc—ent pe”—od, Coopman devel-
oped g”eat st”engt– —n –—s a”ms and –ands.

In young adult–ood, –e appea”s to –ave been a love” of
n—g–t-l—fe, but afte” spa””—ng seve”al t—mes w—t– G—lbe”t
Montagne, a noted Belg—an m—ddlewe—g–t, Coopman was
u”ged to pu”sue a ”—ng ca”ee”, o” at least to t”y. By –—s own
wo”ds, once t–e dec—s—on was made, Coopman at least
gave up smok—ng, and cold tu”key at t–at.

Jean-Pierre Coopman (left), the producer of Camp—ng Cosmos
in the middle and Freddy De Kerpel (right) during the shooting of
the movie Camp—ng Cosmos, August 1995, Westende, Belgium.

2.31.2 Fighting career

T–oug– best known —n ិg–t c—”cles as an opponent of
Mu–ammad Al—, Coopman –ad been ិg–t—ng fo” a –alf
decade, befo”e be—ng g”anted –—s t—tle s–ot at ནT–e G”eat-
estཔ. He began —n t–e amateu” ”anks, ”—s—ng “u—ckly
enoug– to compete —n t–e 1971 Eu”opean C–amp—-
ons–—ps, w–e”e –e was knocked out by a fa” mo”e expe”—-
enced (315 ិg–ts) Sov—et ិg–te”. He tu”ned p”ofess—onal,
—n 1972.

Coopman foug–t –—s ea”ly bouts p”—ma”—ly —n Belg—um,
t–oug– –e —s ”eco”ded as –av—ng lost an ea”ly matc– ve”-
sus Ha”ald Skog, —n Oslo, No”way. Anot–e”, mo”e ten-
uous connect—on to Al—, —s Coopman’s loss (v—a dec—s—on)
to Rud—e Lubbe”s of T–e Net–e”lands, —n 1973. Coop-
man’s ea”l—e” ”eco”d, as well s–ows a d—s“ual—ិcat—on v—c-
to”y ove” Te””y Dan—els, w–o –ad also ”ece—ved a t—tle s–ot
du”—ng –—s own ca”ee”, ve”sus Smok—n' Joe F”az—e”, —n Jan-

ua”y 1972. Desp—te m—xed fo”tunes, Coopman p”oved
popula” w—t– –—s fellow Belg—ans, and by 1975, was able to
pu”sue box—ng as a full-t—me ca”ee”; t–e company w–—c–
employed –—m to sculpt, now pa—d –—m to ិg–t, —nstead.

It –as often been sa—d of Coopman, t–at –e was one of
t–e least dese”v—ng ិg–te”s to ិg–t fo” t–e –eavywe—g–t
t—tle. H—s ិg–t w—t– Al— was ”ega”ded as a glo”—ិed spa”-
”—ng sess—on. Al— –ad ”ecently –ad –—s t–—”d ិg–t w—t– Joe
F”az—e”, t–e ནT–”—lla —n Man—llaཔ, a matc– Al— late” called,
ནt–e closest t–—ng to Deat–.པ Unde”standably, t–e c–am-
p—on wanted an ནeasyཔ opponent. T–e matc– was made
almost by –appenstance, as t–e p”omot—on fell to Geo”ge
Kante”, a Belg—an by b—”t–. Kante”, afte” su”vey—ng t–e
Eu”opean scene, contacted C–a”les de Jage”, Coopman’s
manage”, and s–o”tly on, t–e matc– was made. Coopman,
unknown outs—de Belg—um, was ove”w–elmed by t–e sud-
den noto”—ety. Al—, –e –as always adm—tted, was a pe”-
sonal –e”o; f”om t–e beg—nn—ng, –e was g”ateful fo” t–e
oppo”tun—ty.

Coopman was dubbed ནT–e L—on of Flande”sཔ by t–e
Weste”n p”ess, but –e neve” called –—mself t–at, no” –ad
eve” used t–e mon—ke”. T–e sob”—“uet, was t–oug–t to be
ap”opos —n l—g–t of Coopman’s b—”t–day (11 July —s a na-
t—onal –ol—day —n Flande”s, ma”k—ng a m—l—ta”y v—cto”y ove”
t–e F”enc–, —n 1302). T–e c–allenge” looked bad enoug–
—n spa””—ng sess—ons, –—s t”a—n—ng was “u—ckly closed to t–e
p”ess.

T–e ិg–t took place —n San Juan, Pue”to R—co, on 20
Feb”ua”y 1976 at Robe”to Clemente Col—seum; t–e ិg–t
was not —n any way b”oadcast by Belg—an med—a as Coop-
man’s nat—ve land was t–e ិ”st nat—on to ban box—ng b”oad-
casts. In t–ose days long befo”e Pay-Pe”-V—ew, CBS
Spo”ts b”oadcast t–e bout to t–eUSA fo” f”ee, p”—me t—me.
T–e bout —tself, l—ttle mo”e t–an a day —n t–e gym fo” Al—,
ended —n Round F—ve. T–oug– stopped, Coopman –as al-
ways felt —t a po—nt of p”—de, t–at –e eme”ged ”elat—vely
un–u”t and unma”ked.

Afte” t–e Mu–ammad Al— ិg–t, Coopman became Eu-
”opean c–amp—on afte” beat—ng t–e Bas“ue, Jose U”ta—n.
Two mont–s late”, —n Antwe”p, –e lost t–e t—tle to Luc—en
Rod”—guez of F”ance. He ”et—”ed —n 1980. H—s last oឹc—al
ិg–t was aga—nst Cook—e Wallace.

In 1995 –e foug–t anot–e” box—ng legend, F”eddy De Ke”-
pel, act—ng —n t–e ិlm Camp—ng Cosmos.

As of 2007 Coopman was pa—nt—ng o—l pa—nt—ngs of fa-
mous boxe”s. He –ad, long befo”e t–at t—me, pa—nted a
po”t”a—t of Al—, taken by way of v—sual ”efe”ence, f”om a
celeb”ated p–oto by Ne—l Le—fe”. He was also awa”ded t–e
cont”act to sculpt a statue of Cy”—l Delanno—t, a Belg—an
ិg–te” accla—med —n –—s day, fo” –av—ng defeated Ma”cel
Ce”dan (1948; B”ussels).

Coopman —s t–e subject of ནL—onཔ, a tongue-—n-c–eek t”—b-
ute by songw”—te” F”eddy Blo–m.
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2.31.3 Professional boxing record
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2.32 Jimmy Young

Jimmy Young (Novembe” 14, 1948 ཊ Feb”ua”y 20,
2005) was a top Ame”—can boxe” w–o –ad –—s g”eatest
success —n t–e –eavywe—g–t d—v—s—on du”—ng t–e m—d 1970s,
most notably w–en –e beat Geo”ge Fo”eman and lost a
d—sputed dec—s—on aga—nst Mu–ammad Al—. He foug–t
many s—gn—ិcant ិg–te”s of –—s e”a, —nclud—ng tw—ce out-
po—nt—ng Ron Lyle and los—ng only by a spl—t dec—s—on to
no 1 contende” Ken No”ton —n a t—tle el—m—nato”.

2.32.1 Professional career

Early ghts

Inexpe”—enced —n only –—s 11t– p”ofess—onal ិg–t, Young
was matc–ed aga—nst contende” Ea”n—e S–ave”s, w–o –ad
a 42-2 ”eco”d at t–e t—me and suាe”ed –—s ិ”st KO loss.
Young –ad t”—ed t”ad—ng blows and been caug–t by one
of t–e d—v—s—ons –a”dest punc–e”s ea”ly on.[1] S–ave”s was
—nfamous fo” –—s ove”w–elm—ng ea”ly attacks. T–ey would
”ematc– –oweve”.

Afte” t–—s Young lea”nt fast and went undefeated fo” t–”ee
yea”s w–—c– —ncluded a w—n ove” contende” Ron Lyle and
a cont”ove”s—al d”aw —n a ”e-matc– w—t– Ea”n—e S–ave”s
(many obse”ve”s sco”ed t–e bout fo” Young).[2] It would
not be t–e last t—me Young lost a dec—s—on —n a b—g ិg–t.
He –ad wo”ked bette” on defense aga—nst t–—s known dev-
astat—ng –—tte”. It was st—ll enoug– to ea”n –—m a t—tle ិg–t
w—t– Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on of t–e Wo”ld Mu–ammad
Al—.

The Young-Ali ght

Young made –—s name globally and w—t– t–e publ—c w–en
–e foug–t Mu–ammad Al— —n Landove”, Ma”yland —n
Ap”—l 1976 fo” t–e wo”ld –eavywe—g–t t—tle, alt–oug– box-
—ng c—”cles –ad al”eady noted –—s ab—l—ty. Al— we—g–ed —n
at 230 pounds, t–e –—g–est fo” any of –—s ិg–ts up to t–at
po—nt (–e would we—g– 236.25 pounds —n –—s ិg–t aga—nst
T”evo” Be”b—ck), and was conse“uently slow and —mmo-
b—le t–”oug–out t–e bout. Seven yea”s younge” and 21

pounds l—g–te”, Young adopted a st”ategy of ិg–t—ng ag-
g”ess—vely f”om a d—stance, land—ng nume”ous l—g–t blows
w–—le dodg—ng and pa””y—ng Al—’s counte”punc–es, and us-
—ng –—s body blows, w–—c– –ad l—ttle powe” be–—nd t–em
but we”e eាect—ve at sco”—ng po—nts. At close “ua”te”s,
Young would tu”n pass—ve. He ”et”eated w–eneve” pos-
s—ble, and often kept –—s –ead ducked ve”y low to avo—d
se”—ous blows w–en Al— would ិg–t f”om t–e —ns—de.

On seve”al occas—ons w–en Al— was —ns—de and Young –ad
–—s back to t–e ”opes, Young would —ntent—onally put –—s
–ead o” uppe” body out of t–e ”—ng to compel t–e ”efe”ee
to sepa”ate t–e ិg–te”s. To some, Young’s was a b”—ll—ant
st”ategy of neut”al—z—ng –—s opponent’s st”engt–s and fo”c-
—ng t–e bout to be foug–t on –—s own te”ms, expos—ng Al—’s
—nab—l—ty to ិg–t a counte”punc–e”. To ot–e”s, —t seemed
cowa”dly as –e fo”ced a stoppage to t–e ិg–t eve”y t—me
Al— –eld t–e advantage.

T–e ”efe”ee d—d at one po—nt du”—ng t–e ិg–t —n—t—ate a
count due to J—mmy Young be—ng outs—de t–e ”opes. T–e
ិg–t went t–e full 15 ”ounds w—t– a cont”ove”s—al one-
s—ded unan—mous dec—s—on go—ng to Al—. Refe”ee Tom
Kelly sco”ed —t 72-65; judges La””y Ba””ett and Te””y
Moo”e –ad —t 70-68 and 71-64, ”espect—vely.[3]

Ken No”ton (a ”—val of Al—) w–o was commentat—ng at
”—ngs—de –ad t–e ិg–t even on –—s own sco”eca”d. Leste”
B”ombe”g (fo”me” Ring magazine ed—to”) called t–e de-
c—s—on a ནt”avestyཔ. New York Daily News ”epo”te” D—ck
Young sa—d: "[Al— won] by t–e g”ace of t–”ee –e”o wo”-
s–—pp—ng ិg–t oឹc—als. I bel—eve many people, t–e vot-
—ng oឹc—als among t–em, ”efuse to bel—eve w–at t–ey see
w–en one of t–e—” supe”-–e”oes doesn't funct—on as ex-
pected.པ As t–e ិg–t was telev—sed, many v—ewe”s called
to t–e netwo”k to compla—n about t–e dec—s—on. Even Al—’s
eve” loyal t”a—ne” Angelo Dundee went on ”eco”d as say-
—ng t–—s was t–e c–amp—on’s ནwo”st ិg–tཔ. Afte”wa”ds,
many sta”ted call—ng on Al— to ”et—”e.[4] Some cla—med t–at
Young’s pe”fo”mance s–ould –ave ea”ned –—m a ”ematc–.
T–e WBC fo” one ag”eed t–—s and set about o”gan—s—ng —t
—n 1977 as below.

Rematch Lyle and then George Foreman

In Novembe” 1976 Young —n a ”ematc– aga—n clea”ly beat
–e”alded contende” Ron Lyle by us—ng cleve” defense and
fast oាens—ve styles. On one judge’s ca”d w—nn—ng 11 of
all 12 ”ounds.

In Ma”c– 1977, Young t–en foug–t Geo”ge Fo”eman —n
San Juan, Pue”to R—co. Fo”eman was on –—s own 5-0-
0 comeback afte” los—ng t–e t—tle to Mu–ammad Al— —n
"T–e Rumble —n t–e Jungle", —nclud—ng v—cto”—es ove” top
contende”s Ron Lyle and Joe F”az—e”.

T–e Young-Fo”eman ិg–t was somew–at steady unt—l t–e
s—xt– ”ound. T–e ea”ly ”ounds we”e punctuated by com-
pla—nts f”om Young and –—s co”ne” about t–e use of el-
bows by Fo”eman, w–—c– was pun—s–ed by t–e ”efe”ee by
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a po—nt deduct—on. Fo” t–e ិ”st –alf of t–e ិg–t, Young
used –—s somew–at uno”t–odox box—ng sk—lls and good de-
fense to keep out of –a”ms way, w–—le us—ng –—s punc–—ng
speed to counte”. In t–e s—xt– ”ound –e became somew–at
mo”e agg”ess—ve –—mself and landed a numbe” of clean
punc–es on Fo”eman.[5] Eleven seconds —nto t–e sevent–
”ound, Fo”eman caug–t Young w—t– a left-–anded body
punc–, and —mmed—ately followed w—t– a powe”ful sw—ng-
—ng left –and to t–e –ead. Young ”eeled and tu”ned away
and seemed about to go down, w–—le Fo”eman t”—ed to
pu”sue –—s advantage, but some–ow Young su”v—ved to
t–e end of t–e ”ound. In –—s afte”-matc– comments on
TV, –e desc”—bed —t as 'despe”at—on'. But Young ”all—ed,
and landed a numbe” of good punc–es of –—s own, as Fo”e-
man’s eyes became puាy and –—s punc–es lost t–e—” men-
ace. Fo” t–e ”est of t–e contest, Fo”eman cont—nued to
move fo”wa”d, t”y—ng to cut oា t–e ”—ng and look—ng fo”
t–e b—g knock out, w–—le tak—ng punc–es f”om t–e elus—ve
Young. F—nally Young even managed a knockdown ove”
Fo”eman —n t–e last ”ound, and ea”ned a unan—mous w—n
by 12-”ound dec—s—on. Ring Magazine named t–e Young-
Fo”eman bout —ts 1977 "F—g–t of t–e Yea”". J—mmyYoung
jo—ned Al— —n be—ng t–e only two men to eve” beat a peak
Geo”ge Fo”eman —n ove” 40 contests.

The Young-Norton eliminator Fight

Now t–e numbe” 2 contende”, Young’s next opponent
—n Novembe” 1977 was —n a b—g mandato”y wo”ld t—tle
el—m—nato” aga—nst Ken No”ton t–e numbe” 1 contende” -
J—mmy –ad won ិve st”a—g–t s—nce –—s loss to Al—, —nclud-
—ng anot–e” unan—mous dec—s—on ove” Ron Lyle. Young
lost t–e No”ton matc– on a cont”ove”s—al spl—t dec—s—on —n
w–—c– many obse”ve”s watc–—ng —n attendance felt Young
s–ould –ave been decla”ed t–e w—nne” —n a cleve” ិg–t
f”om bot– boxe”s —n Las Vegas. W–—le Young boxed,
cleve”ly d”aw—ng No”ton onto useful sneak ”—g–t –ands,
No”ton –—mself p”essed fo”wa”d dange”ously, always –—s
best style, us—ng a –eavy two-–anded attack pound—ng
away to t–e ”—bs, t–en lobb—ng w—cked –ead s–ots. T–e two
–ad spa””ed w–en Ken t”a—ned fo” –—s secondAl— matc–,[6]

and No”ton –ad found s–ots t–”own ិ”st to t–e –ead ”a”ely
landed so t–—s gave –—m t–e tact—c’s —dea.[7] T–e ិg–t was
set at 15 ”ounds, un–ea”d of fo” a non-t—tle matc– but —t
was due to —ts —mpo”tance as an el—m—nato” (and late” ”et”o-
des—gnated as a WBC t—tle matc–). It att”acted b—g money
and Al— –—mself was ”—ngs—de. T–e w—nne” of t–e ិg–t,
No”ton, was late” awa”ded t–eWBC c–amp—ons–—p belt as
t–e mandato”y t—tle defence d—dn't mate”—al—se w–en Leon
Sp—nks (w–o –ad taken t–e t—tle f”om Al— —n an upset w—n
on Feb”ua”y 15, 1978) c–ose a ”ematc– aga—nst Al— —n-
stead of ិg–t—ng No”ton fo” t–e WBC-t—tle.

The slide; Ocasio twice

Demo”al—sed at –av—ng lost anot–e” close dec—s—on, Young
went on a g”adual downwa”d sp—”al. In June 1978 You're

only as good as your last ણght, box—ng’s old say—ng seemed
to apply. Poo” cond—t—on—ng, an —nc”eas—ng p”oblem, let
–—m be outpo—nted to p”ospect Oss—e Ocas—o. W–—lst bet-
te” —n a d—”ect ”ematc–, ea”ly 1979, Ocas—o aga—n s–ow—ng
talent edged t–e w—n and went on to ិg–t t–e wo”ld c–am-
p—on La””y Holmes.

Later career

He won a s–o”t 3 ”ound b”utal battle w—t– un”anked Wen-
dell Ba—ley, ីas–es of old fo”m. But ot–e” matc–es of
note; Young was stopped 'on cuts’ to new –eavywe—g–t
contende” Ge””y Cooney afte” 4 ”ounds —n an about evens
matc–. He'd also lost on po—nts to anot–e” ”—s—ng p”ospect
and futu”e –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on M—c–ael Dokes. In
t–e 1979 Dokes matc– Young –ad scaled 229 lbs,a”ound
15Lbs ove”w—eg–t, —t was a nea” ca”ee” –eav—est and –e
was s—mply way out of s–ape unt”a—ned.

But sl—mmed down aga—n –e late” —n t–e same yea” Decem-
be” 1979 outpo—nted B”—t—s– c–amp—on Jo–n L. Ga”dne”
eាect—vely, even deck—ng Ga”d—ne” —n t–e 10t–. T–at and
t–e Ma”v—n St—nson and Jeា S—ms matc–es we”e p”obably
–—s last notable w—ns.

Biography

Young’s b—og”ap–y was publ—s–ed —n 1979, Jimmy Young,
Heavyweight Challenger by Edwa”d Dolan and R—c–a”d
Lyttle, Doubleday pub, ISBN 0-385-14097-5.

Comeback chance

Young began a comeback, go—ng 5-0-0 —nclud—ng a TKO
ove” p”ev—ously unbeaten Go”don Racette. In 1982,
Young’s comeback was cut s–o”t w–en –e was defeated
on po—nts by futu”e c–amp—on G”eg Page. He became
a ནt”—al –o”seཔ fo” eme”g—ng contende”s, d”opp—ng dec—-
s—ons to mo”e futu”e c–amp—ons —n Tony Tucke” and Tony
Tubbs. He cont—nued ិg–t—ng w—t– m—xed ”esults unt—l
1988.

2.32.2 Later years and death

Afte” –—s box—ng ca”ee”, Young –ad ិnanc—al, d”ug, and
legal p”oblems. Du”—ng a cou”t –ea”—ng on a d”ug pos-
sess—on c–a”ge, —t was a”gued by –—s P–—ladelp–—a publ—c
defende” t–at Young –ad symptoms of c–”on—c t”aumat—c
b”a—n —nju”y (due to t–e spo”t).[8] At a box—ng celeb”—ty
event ”—ng magaz—ne noted Young was –elped about by
fam—ly.

Young d—ed on Feb”ua”y 20, 2005 of a –ea”t attack, afte”
s—x days —n t–e –osp—tal, aged only 56.
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2.32.3 Professional boxing record

2.32.4 References

[1] H—s b—og”ap–y, as deta—led —n a”t—cle —tself below

[2] –ttp://www.t–esweetsc—ence.com/box—ng-a”t—cle/1752/
j—mmy-young-ca”ee”-wo”t–-”emembe”—ng/

[3] –ttp://www.box”ec.com/boxe”_d—splay.p–p?boxe”_—d=
000276

[4] –ttps://news.google.com/newspape”s?n—d=
A7-–zOuI2KQC&dat=19760501&p”—ntsec=f”ontpage

[5] V—deo on YouTube

[6] Howa”d Cosell 1977 commenta”y on utube

[7] Utube Young ិg–t commenta”y

[8] ནJ—mmy Young, 56, F—g–te” W–o Beat Fo”eman but Lost
to Al—, Is Deadཔ. T–e Assoc—ated P”ess. Feb”ua”y 24,
2005. Ret”—eved 8 Novembe” 2011.

[9] –ttp://box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=00276&
cat=boxe”

2.32.5 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” J—mmy Young f”om
BoxRec

• J—mmy Young at Find a Grave

2.33 Richard Dunn

Richard Dunn (19 Janua”y 1945) was bo”n —n Hal—fax,
West R—d—ng of Yo”ks–—”e, England[1] and was a –eavy-
we—g–t boxe” w–o foug–t Mu–ammad Al— fo” t–e wo”ld
–eavywe—g–t t—tle —n 1976.

Dunn was defeated bymany top boxe”s of t–e t—me, los—ng
to Mu–ammad Al—, Joe Bugne”, J—mmy Young and Kall—e
Knoetze. Howeve”, –e d—d defeat some p”ofess—onal ិg–t-
e”s suc– as Jo–nny G”—ឹn, Nev—lle Meade, Bunny Jo–n-
son and Danny McAl—nden.

A sout–paw, Dunn’s p”ofess—onal ca”ee” began w—t– a w—n
ove” Ca”d—ា ិg–te” Del P–—ll—ps —n a –eavywe—g–t el—m—-
nato” compet—t—on —n Mayfa—”, London —n July 1969. H—s
second ិg–t was on t–e same day —n t–e sem—-ិnal, a ិ”st
”ound defeat aga—nst Danny McAl—nden, w–o d—spatc–ed
all t–”ee of –—s opponents —n unde” t–”ee ”ounds to w—n t–e
compet—t—on. Howeve”, —n May 1973 Dunn defeated B—lly
A—”d on po—nts —n an el—m—nato” fo” t–e B”—t—s– Heavy-
we—g–t C–amp—ons–—p at G”osveno” House —n London. He
lost t–e ិnal el—m—nato” aga—nst Bunny Jo–nson —n Octo-
be” afte” a tent– ”ound knockout at t–e K—ng’s Hall —n
Manc–este”. Howeve”, w–en –e faced t–e same opponent
at t–e Emp—”e Pool at Wembley fo” bot– t–e B”—t—s– and

Richard Dunn Sports Centre, Odsal Top, Bradford

Commonwealt– t—tles —n Septembe” 1975, –e p”eva—led on
po—nts afte” 15 ”ounds.

He made –—s ិ”st defence aga—nst McAl—ndon just two
mont–s late”. Howeve”, t–—s t—me —t was Dunn t–at won
w—t– a knockout afte” McAl—nden went down t–”ee t—mes
—n t–e second ”ound. Afte” w—nn—ng t–e Eu”opean Heavy-
we—g–t t—tle w—t– a t–—”d ”ound TKO OF Be”nd August —n
Ap”—l 1976, –e was g—ven t–e c–ance of ិg–t—ng fo” t–e
WBC and WBA t—tles aga—nst Al— —n Mun—c–, Ge”many,
fo” w–—c– –e ”ece—ved £52,000[2] (based on —nc”eases —n
ave”age ea”n—ngs, t–—s would be app”ox—mately £472,500
—n 2011).[3]

Dunn —s also notable as t–e only Yo”ks–—”eman eve” to
ិg–t Al—, w–o knocked –—m out 2:05 m—nutes —nto t–e
ិft– ”ound; t–—s was to be t–e last knockout Al— eve”
ac–—eved —n –—s p”ofess—onal ca”ee”. Alt–oug– –e was se”—-
ously ove”matc–ed, many B”—t—s– fans –ave sa—d t–at Dunn
made one of t–e most cou”ageous s–ow—ngs of any B”—t—s–
ិg–te” w–en –e faced Al—. Dunn was knocked down ិve
t—mes —n ិve ”ounds. Afte” t–e ិg–t, Mu–ammad Al—
p”om—sed t–e gloves –e –ad used —n t–e ិg–t to B”—t—s–
p”omote” M—ckey Duា, w–o was ”a—s—ng funds fo” C–”—s
F—nnegan, a te””—ិc ិg–te” w–o –ad lost s—g–t —n one eye.
W–en –e passed –—s gloves to Duា’s PR No”man G—lle”
—n t–e ”—ng, Al— told G—lle” to look —ns—de. In one —t was
w”—tten 'Al— w—ns’ and —n t–e ot–e” '”ound ិve'. Dunn lost
–—s next ិg–t to Joe Bugne”, su””ende”—ng all –—s t—tles —n
a stunn—ng ិ”st ”ound knockout and ”et—”ed afte” –—s next
ិg–t, a ិft– ”ound defeat to b—g –—tt—ng Kall—e Knoetze —n
t–e Ell—s Pa”k Tenn—s Stad—um —n Jo–annesbu”g.

A spo”ts cent”e —s named afte” Dunn —n –—s –ome town
of B”adfo”d —n –onou” of –—s ac–—evements.[4] R—c–a”d
Dunn —s now ”et—”ed and l—v—ng —n Sca”bo”oug–. On TV
—n a”ound 2005 –e expla—ned se”—ous —nju”—es –e ”ece—ved
f”om an unfo”tunate acc—dent w–—lst wo”k—ng on an o—l
”—g.[5]
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2.33.1 Professional boxing record
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2.33.3 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” R—c–a”d Dunn f”om
BoxRec

2.34 Alfredo Evangelista

Fo” t–e F—l—p—no ant–”opolog—st, see Alf”edo E. Evange-
l—sta.

Alfredo Evangelista (bo”n Decembe” 3, 1954) —s a fo”-
me” U”uguayan boxe”. He was bo”n —n Montev—deo,
U”uguay.[1] Evangel—sta –as ”es—ded —n Spa—n fo” a ve”y
la”ge po”t—on of –—s l—fe.

ནT–e Lynx of Montev—deoཔ Evangel—sta faced
Mu–ammad Al— —n a bout fo” t–e wo”ld –eavywe—g–t
c–amp—ons–—p —n 1977, los—ng by unan—mous dec—s—on
—n 15 ”ounds.[1] He also foug–t aga—nst La””y Holmes
fo” t–e Wo”ld Box—ng Counc—l t—tle —n 1978, and lost by
knockout —n t–e sevent– ”ound.[2]

2.34.1 Professional boxing record

2.34.2 References
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Ret”—eved 2010-08-14.

[2] ནHolmes knocks out Evangel—sta to ”eta—nWBC t—tleཔ. The
Montreal Gazette. Assoc—ated P”ess. 1978-11-11. Re-
t”—eved 2010-08-14.

[3] –ttp://box”ec.com/l—st_bouts.p–p?–uman_—d=367&cat=
boxe”&pageID=1

2.34.3 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Alf”edo Evangel—sta
f”om BoxRec

2.35 Earnie Shavers

Earnie Dee Shaver (bo”n August 31, 1944), best known
as Earnie Shavers, —s an Ame”—can fo”me” p”ofess—onal
boxe” and two-t—me wo”ld –eavywe—g–t t—tle c–allenge”.
He —s cons—de”ed bymost box—ng expe”ts to be t–e –a”dest-
punc–—ng knockout a”t—st of all t—me, and –e sco”ed 24
ិ”st-”ound knockouts; —ncluded —n t–—s l—st a”e wo”ld
–eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons J—mmy Ell—s and Ken No”ton.
S–ave”s —s best known fo” –—s ិg–ts w—t– La””y Holmes
and Mu–ammad Al—; desp—te los—ng t–ese contests, –e d—d
sco”e a –eavy knockdown aga—nst Holmes, and –ad Al—
badly –u”t —n t–e second ”ound as well as du”—ng t–e ិnal
”ounds of t–e—” ិg–t.[1]

2.35.1 Amateur career

P”—o” to tu”n—ng p”ofess—onal, S–ave”s –ad a s–o”t but no-
table amateu” ca”ee”. He was t–e 1969 Nat—onal AAU
Heavywe—g–t c–amp—on.

2.35.2 Early professional career

Known as t–e ནBlack Dest”oye”,པ S–ave”s comp—led an
—mp”ess—ve ”eco”d, w—nn—ng 44 of –—s ិ”st 47 ិg–ts by
knockout; mostly aga—nst un”ema”kable oppos—t—on. H—s
KO st”eak —ncluded 27 consecut—ve knockouts, of w–—c–
20 v—cto”—es we”e —n t–e ិ”st ”ound. He suាe”ed setbacks
w—t– losses to Ron Stande” and Stan Jo–nson.

He began to ”—se t–”oug– t–e ”anks of t–e –eavywe—g–t
d—v—s—on afte” –e –—”ed a Cleveland-based p”omote” and
ex-con named Don K—ng to be –—s manage”. H—s w—ns —n-
cluded a nov—ce J—mmy Young w–o would late” become
a top contende”. Stepp—ng up t–e class of oppos—t—on,
–e came to publ—c p”om—nence w—t– a ិ”st ”ound KO of
one t—me WBA –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on J—mmy Ell—s. H—s
p”og”ess was –alted w–en –e was KO'd —n t–e ិ”st ”ound
by Je””y Qua””y w–—c– was followed by anot–e” loss to a
jou”neyman Bob Stall—ngs. S–ave”s t–en –ad a t–unde”ous
matc– w—t– –a”d –—tt—ng Ron Lyle but was stopped afte”
6 b”utal ”ounds. He t–en knocked out –a”d –—tte” Howa”d
K—ng and beat Roy W—ll—ams —n a back and fo”wa”d bat-
tle —n w–—c– S–ave”s was nea”ly knocked out. T–e latte”
S–ave”s always sa—d was one of t–e toug–est of –—s w–ole
ca”ee”.
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Shavers vs Ali

S–ave”s foug–t Mu–ammad Al— at Mad—son S“ua”e Ga”-
den on Septembe” 29, 1977.[2] Com—ng —nto t–e bout,
S–ave”s –ad a ”eco”d of 54-5-1, w—t– 52 knockouts. Al—
n—cknamed S–ave”s ནT–e Aco”nཔ because of –—s s–aved
bald –ead, unl—ke ea”ly appea”ances. T–e ិg–t was s–own
—n p”—me t—me b”oadcast telev—s—on by NBC, w–—c– ”a”ely
d—d p”—me t—me ិg–ts (ABC tended to get t–e Al— ិg–ts)
and –ad t–e judges’ sco”—ng announced afte” eac– ”ound
to –elp avo—d any cont”ove”s—al dec—s—on. Al—’s co”ne”man
Angelo Dundee –ad a c”ony (Balt—mo”e matc–make” Ed-
d—e H”—ca) —n t–e d”ess—ng ”oom watc–—ng t–e b”oadcast,
and would get s—gnals f”om –—s f”—end on t–e sco”—ng. In
t–e second ”ound, S–ave”s –u”t Al— badly w—t– an ove”-
–and ”—g–t. Al— exagge”ated –—s mot—ons enoug– t–at —t
seemed –e m—g–t be play act—ng and S–ave”s –es—tated.
On t–e sco”eca”d t–ey exc–anged ”ounds. Al— won t–e
ិft– dec—s—vely. To w—n t–e ិg–t Al— –ad to su”v—ve t–e last
t–”ee ”ounds. S–ave”s, w–ose stam—na was suspect befo”e
t–e ិg–t, came al—ve —n t–e 13t– ”ound. In t–e 14t–, –e
batte”ed Al— about t–e ”—ng. Befo”e t–e 15t–, (acco”d—ng
to t–e sto”y by Sports Illustrated's g”eat box—ng w”—te” Pat
Putnam) ནAl— was on ve”y wobbly legs.པ

Real—z—ng Al— needed to last t–”ee mo”e m—nutes, Dundee
told –—m, ནYou don't look so good. You bette” go out and
take t–—s ”ound.པ In a fu”—ous ិnal ”ound, t–e two men
tagged eac– ot–e”, but Al— closed st”ongly, nea”ly d”op-
p—ng S–ave”s —n t–e last 20 seconds. He won a unan—mous
dec—s—on. T–e next day, Ga”den Matc– Make” Teddy
B”enne” encou”aged Al— to ”et—”e by stat—ng t–e Ga”den
would neve” make anot–e” oាe” to –ost an Al— ិg–t. B”en-
ne” also t–oug–t t–at S–ave”s dese”ved t–e nod aga—nst
Al—. T–e ិg–t made t–e cove” of Sports Illustrated, w—t–
ནALI'S DESPERATE HOURཔ featu”—ng a p–otog”ap– of
S–ave”s sco”—ng w—t– an ove”–and ”—g–t.[3] F—g–t docto”
Fe”d—e Pac–eco also u”ged Al— to ”et—”e afte” not—ng t–e
damage Al— –ad abso”bed aga—nst S–ave”s. Al— late” sa—d
S–ave”s was t–e –a”dest punc–e” –e eve” faced, famously
stat—ng ནEa”n—e –—t me so –a”d, —t s–ook my k—nfolk back
—n Af”—caཔ alt–oug– Al— –ad p”ev—ously used t–—s amus-
—ng punc– l—ne —n ”efe”ence to va”—ous ot–e” –a”d –—tt—ng
opponents.[4]

Shavers v Norton/Holmes

In a mandato”y t—tle c–allenge el—m—nato” –e knocked out
fo”me” c–amp—on and Al— beate” Ken No”ton —n t–e ិ”st
”ound, poss—bly t–e best w—n of –—s ca”ee”.

S–ave”s t–en foug–t fo” t–e t—tle aga—nst sk—lled c–amp—on
La””y Holmes at Caesa”s Palace —n Pa”d—se on Septem-
be” 29, 1979, exactly two yea”s afte” –—s defeat by Al—.
S–ave”s knocked Holmes down —n ”ound seven but was
–—mself knocked out —n ”ound eleven afte” tak—ng pun—s–-
ment. Holmes, known fo” –—s ab—l—ty to take a punc–, late”
sa—d t–at S–ave”s’ blow was t–e –a”dest –e –ad eve” taken
—n –—s ca”ee”.

Later career

T–e Holmes bout was t–e last b—g matc– fo” S–ave”s. In
1980, –e was knocked out —n t–e sevent– ”ound by du”able
p”ospect Randall ནTexཔ Cobb. He neve” aga—n foug–t fo”
t–e wo”ld t—tle. In 1982 –e foug–t Joe Bugne”, also on t–e
comeback t”a—l. Bugne” was knocked down —n t–e ិ”st but
was stopped by cuts —n t–e second ”ound.

S–ave”s cont—nued to ិg–t p”ofess—onally fo” seve”al yea”s,
”et—”—ng —n 1995 afte” los—ng to B”—an Yates. Many t–oug–t
–e s–ould –ave ”et—”ed afte” –—s upset loss to lowe” con-
tende” Be”na”do Me”cado. S–ave”s suាe”ed a s—m—la”
”et—nal eye —nju”y as boxe” Suga” Ray Leona”d.

2.35.3 Fighting style

S–ave”s was a –eavy-–anded punc–e” w–o stalked –—s op-
ponents, sett—ng t–em up fo” –—s t–unde”ous ”—g–t, w–—c–
was ”espons—ble fo” many of –—s knockouts. At t—mes
lack—ng g”ace and accu”acy, Ea”n—e –ad a ”eputat—on fo”
ex–aust—ng –—mself befo”e ”ound 7. C”—t—cs ”ema”ked –e
”a”ely won a bout t–at went beyond 8 ”ounds. In subse-
“uent ិg–ts –e foug–t Al— well fo” 15 ”ounds and Holmes
fo” 11. Ea”n—e would t–”ow punc–es aga—nst any legal
a”ea –e could ”eac–, exposed o” cove”ed, ”ely—ng on –—s
t”emendous powe” to wea” down –—s opponents and ex-
plo—t—ng any open—ng. H—s ិg–t—ng stance p”oduced a s–o”t
and powe”ful —mage. H—s c–—n was –—s weakness. He
could ནboxཔ as well as slug. Notably, –e —nju”ed –—s ”—g–t
–and ea”ly —n a 10 ”oundmatc– aga—nst ”ated ិg–te” Hen”y
Cla”k and t–en nea”ly jabbed Cla”ke’s –ead oា, beat—ng
–—m at –—s own game as —t we”e, to w—n on po—nts.

Video and book

S–ave”s publ—s–ed a v—deo of –—g–l—g–ts of –—s ca”ee” —n
1992 t—tled Earnie D. Shavers, The hardest One-Punch
Hitter, and late” an autob—og”ap–y.

2.35.4 Life after boxing

S–ave”s ”et—”ed —n 1983 afte” ”et—nal p”oblems we”e d—s-
cove”ed. Afte” ”et—”ement, –e became an o”da—ned
C–”—st—an m—n—ste” and moved to P–oen—x, w–e”e –e
p”eac–ed fo” many yea”s. He moved to England to pas-
to” a c–u”c– t–e”e —n t–e ea”ly 2000s. He –as been on t–e
Benny H—nn TV s–ow seve”al t—mes.

Du”—ng t–e ea”ly 1980s w–—le p”epa”—ng fo” t–e featu”e
ិlm Rocky III, Sylveste” Stallone explo”ed t–e poss—b—l—ty
of us—ng a ”eal –eavywe—g–t boxe” —n t–e ”ole of James
ནClubbe”པ Lang by —nv—t—ng Ea”n—e S–ave”s to spa” w—t–
–—m. S–ave”s —n—t—ally ”efused to –—t Stallone w—t– any-
t–—ng ot–e” t–an a soft jab. T–—s f”ust”ated Stallone, w–o
asked S–ave”s, ནC'mon Ea”n—e, s–ow me somet–—ng ”eal.པ
Ea”n—e ”esponded by punc–—ng –—m once nea” t–e l—ve”,
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fo”c—ng an —mmed—ate ”et—”ement; Stallone late” sa—d: ནt–at
nea”ly k—lled me. I went st”a—g–t to t–e men’s ”oom and
t–”ew upཔ.[5]

S–ave”s –as v—s—ted Al— seve”al t—mes and –e says –e,
Al—, and Geo”ge Fo”eman –ave become ve”y good
f”—ends ove” t–e yea”s. S–ave”s accepted t–e —nv—tat—on
of t–e Full Gospel Bus—ness Men’s Fellows–—p Inte”na-
t—onal[6] to p”eac– at t–e 2002 Commonwealt– Games —n
Manc–este”.

Ea”n—e also wo”ks —n L—ve”pool —n t–e UK, as –ead of
secu”—ty at Hanna–s’ ba”, w–e”e –e —s ve”y muc– ”e-
spected. T–e staា of Hanna–’s ba” say t–at –e does not
wo”k t–e”e now. Unt—l ិve yea”s ago (2009) –e wo”ked
at Yates’ W—ne Lodge —n L—ve”pool ནmeet—ng and g”eet-
—ngཔ. On occas—on S–ave”s was a t”oubles–oot—ng ”efe”ee
—n p”ofess—onal w”estl—ng afte” –—s ”et—”ement.

He —s also a Pat”on of T–e S–annon B”ads–aw T”ust,[7] a
c–—ld”en’s c–a”—ty based —n Wa””—ngton, C–es–—”e, –elp—ng
c–—ld”en w—t– l—fe-t–”eaten—ng cond—t—ons, and t–e—” fam—-
l—es.

Ea”n—e speaks to pup—ls at Ba”” Beacon Language College
—n Walsall. Ea”n—e also gave a speec– 26 Feb”ua”y 2008
at T–e St”eetly Sc–ool —n Walsall, w–—c– was based upon
–elp—ng k—ds make t–e ”—g–t dec—s—ons —n l—fe.

2.35.5 Personal life

S–ave”s was ma””—ed to Lave”ne Payne and –as ិve
daug–te”s f”om t–e—” un—on, Tama”a, Cynt–—a, Cat–e”-
—ne, Ca”la, and Amy. He also –as fou” daug–te”s f”om
ot–e” un—ons, Cat–e”—ne, L—sa, Natas–a and Latonya. He
–as 24 g”andc–—ld”en. He wo”ked at Gene”al Moto”s —n
Lo”dstown, O–—o —n t–e late 1960s. S–ave”s made a guest
appea”ance on t–e I”—s– TV p”og”amme The Late Late
Show –osted by Ron Lyle w–e”e t–e two ិg–te”s d—s-
cussed t–e—” p”ev—ous bout t–at –ad –appened a mont–
ea”l—e”. S–ave”s was a f”e“uent v—s—to” to t–e pub ནRoddy
Bolandsཔ —n Dubl—n. T–e”e —s a s—gned p—ctu”e of S–ave”s
d”—nk—ng a p—nt of Gu—nness on t–e wall t–e”e.

2.35.6 Comeback

S–ave”s made a s–o”t comeback —n t–e late 1980s and
ea”ly 1990s. Afte” a few w—ns and losses –e ”et—”ed —n
1995 afte” be—ng KO'd by B”—an Yates —n ”ound 2.

In 2003, S–ave”s was ”anked numbe” 10 among box—ng’s
g”eatest punc–e”s —n –—sto”y byRingMagazine. W—t–—n t–e
spo”t of box—ng, –e —s w—dely cons—de”ed to be t–e –a”dest
punc–e” of all t—me.

S–ave”s ិn—s–ed –—s ca”ee” —n 1995 w—t– a ”eco”d of 74
w—ns (68 by knockout, 23 —ns—de t–e ិ”st ”ound), 14 losses
and 1 d”aw.

2.35.7 Professional boxing record
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2.35.9 External links

• Mu–ammad Al— vs E”n—e S–ave”s, Sept. 29, 1977
on YouTube.

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Ea”n—e S–ave”s f”om
BoxRec

• Stat—st—cal analys—s of t–e KO ”eco”d of Ea”n—e
S–ave”s

2.36 Leon Spinks

Leon Spinks (bo”n July 11, 1953) —s an Ame”—can fo”me”
boxe” w–o was t–e und—sputed –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on of
t–e wo”ld. Sp—nks –ad an ove”all ”eco”d of 26 w—ns, 17
losses and t–”ee d”aws as a p”ofess—onal, w—t– 14 of t–ose
w—ns by knockout. In only –—s e—g–t– p”ofess—onal bout,
Sp—nks won t–e und—sputed wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–amp—-
ons–—p w–en –e beat Mu–ammad Al— on Feb”ua”y 15,
1978, —n w–at was cons—de”ed one of t–e b—ggest upsets
—n box—ng –—sto”y. Howeve”, –e was st”—pped of t–e WBC
t—tle fo” ិg–t—ng Al— —n an unapp”oved ”ematc– seven
mont–s late”, w–—c– –e lost by a 15-”ound unan—mous
dec—s—on. Bes—des be—ng –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on and –—s
c–a”acte”—st—c gap-toot–ed g”—n (due to los—ng two and
late” all fou” of –—s f”ont teet–), Sp—nks ga—ned noto”—ety
fo” t–e d—saste” w–—c– befell –—s ca”ee” follow—ng t–e loss
to Al—.[1]

P”—o” to tu”n—ng p”ofess—onal, Sp—nks won a b”onze medal
at t–e —naugu”al 1974 Wo”ld Amateu” Box—ng C–am-
p—ons–—ps —n Havana. Two yea”s late”, –e capped oា
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–—s amateu” ca”ee” by w—nn—ng a gold medal —n t–e l—g–t
–eavywe—g–t d—v—s—on at t–e 1976 Olymp—c Games —n
Mont”eal, alongs—de –—s b”ot–e”M—c–ael Sp—nks, w–o won
t–e gold at m—ddlewe—g–t. Leon defeated Cuban g”eat
S—xto So”—a —n an ente”ta—n—ng slugfest w–e”e Sp—nks was
”ocked seve”al t—mes by t–e muc– mo”e pol—s–ed ិg–te”
but landed a c”us–—ng ove”–and ”—g–t t–at put So”—a face
down on t–e canvas. H—s Olymp—c teammates —ncluded
Suga” Ray Leona”d, Leo Randolp– and Howa”d Dav—s J”.
Sp—nks also se”ved on act—ve duty —n t–e Un—ted StatesMa-
”—ne Co”ps f”om 1973 to 1976.

2.36.1 Professional career

Sp—nks debuted p”ofess—onally on Janua”y 15, 1977 —n Las
Vegas, Nevada, beat—ng Bob Sm—t– by knockout —n ិve
”ounds. H—s next ិg–t was —n L—ve”pool, England, w–e”e
–e beat Pete” F”eeman by a ិ”st ”ound knockout. Late”,
–e saw an —mp”ovement —n oppos—t—on “ual—ty, w–en –e
foug–t Ped”o Agosto of Pue”to R—co and knocked –—m out
—n ”ound one. He t–en foug–t Scott LeDoux to a d”aw and
defeated Ital—an c–amp—on Alិo R—g–ett— by a dec—s—on.

First Ali match

Now a lowe” ”anked contende”, –e made –—sto”y on
Feb”ua”y 15, 1978, by beat—ng Mu–ammad Al— on a
15-”ound spl—t dec—s—on —n Las Vegas. Sp—nks won t–e
wo”ld –eavywe—g–t t—tle —n –—s e—g–t– p”ofess—onal ិg–t,
t–e s–o”test t—me —n –—sto”y. T–e ag—ng Al— –ad expected
an easy ិg–t, but –e was out-boxed by Sp—nks, w–o d—d
not t—”e t–”oug–out t–e bout. It was one of t–e few oc-
cas—ons w–en Al— left t–e ”—ng w—t– a b”u—sed and puាy
face.

Sp—nks’ v—cto”y ove” Al— was t–e peak of –—s ca”ee”. He
was t–e only man to take a t—tle f”om Mu–ammad Al— —n
t–e ”—ng, as Al—’s ot–e” losses we”e non-t—tle contests o”
bouts w–e”e Al— was t–e c–allenge”. Sp—nks’ gap-toot–ed
g”—n was featu”ed on t–e cove” of t–e Feb”ua”y 19, 1978
—ssue of Sports Illustrated.

Howeve”, Sp—nks was st”—pped of –—s wo”ld t—tle by t–e
WBC fo” ”efus—ng to defend —t aga—nst KenNo”ton, —nstead
ag”ee—ng to a ”etu”n bout aga—nst Al— to defend –—s WBA
c”own. T–e t—tle, st”—pped f”om Sp—nks, was t–en awa”ded
to No”ton.

The Ali rematch

H—s second matc– w—t– Al—, at t–e Lou—s—ana Supe”dome
on Septembe” 15, 1978, went badly fo” Sp—nks. A now —n-
s–ape Al—ཋw—t– bette” s–a”pe” tact—csཋ”a”ely lost con-
t”ol, w—nn—ng back –—s t—tle by a unan—mous ិfteen-”ound
dec—s—on. Al— ”ega—ned t–e t—tle, becom—ng t–e ិ”st t–”ee-
t—me –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on.

Career development

Spinks defeats Ray Kipping June 19, 1995, St. Louis

Spinks during his ણnal victory held at the ࣜLittle bit of Texasࣝ in
St.Louis

Sp—nks’s next ិg–t, –—s only one —n 1979, was at Monte
Ca”lo, w–e”e –e was knocked out —n t–e ិ”st ”ound by fu-
tu”e WBA wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on Ge””—e Coetzee.
In t–e follow—ng ិg–t, Sp—nks defeated fo”me” wo”ld t—tle
c–allenge” and Eu”opean t—tle –olde” Alf”edo Evangel—sta
by a knockout —n ”ound 5. He foug–t to a d”aw —n w—t–
Edd—e López, and beat t–e WBC’s top-”anked c–allenge”,
Be”na”do Me”cado, by a knockout —n ”ound n—ne.
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The Holmes title ght

H—s st”ong pe”fo”mance aga—nst Me”cado ea”ned Sp—nks a
t—tle matc– aga—nst La””y Holmes. In Sp—nks’ only ិg–t —n
1981, and w–at would be –—s last c–ance oppo”tun—ty at
t–e –eavywe—g–t t—tle, –e –ad a clea” loss by a TKO —n t–e
t–—”d ”ound at Joe Lou—s A”ena —n Det”o—t on June 12.

Changes weight division

It was Sp—nks’ last –eavywe—g–t bout fo” yea”s, as –e began
box—ng —n t–e c”u—se”we—g–t d—v—s—on. He beat contende”
Ivy B”own by a dec—s—on —n ten ”ounds, and a ga—ned a
dec—s—on aga—nst fo”me” and futu”e t—tle c–allenge” Jesse
Bu”nett —n twelve ”ounds.

W–en –—s b”ot–e” M—c–ael Sp—nks defeated La””y Holmes
—n a cont”ove”s—al upset fo” t–e IBF –eavywe—g–t c–amp—-
ons–—p —n 1985, t–ey became t–e only b”ot–e”s to –ave
–eld wo”ld –eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons–—ps. T–ey kept t–e
d—st—nct—on unt—l t–e Kl—tsc–ko b”ot–e”s became c–amp—-
ons a decade late”.

In t–e 1980s Leon Sp—nks competed —n seve”al boxe”
vs. w”estle” matc–es —n New Japan P”o W”estl—ng, —n-
clud—ng los—ng by subm—ss—on to Anton—o Inok—. In 1986
Sp—nks ea”ned –—s last c–amp—ons–—p oppo”tun—ty, ិg–t-
—ng Dw—g–tMu–ammadQaw— fo” t–eWBA c”u—se”we—g–t
c–amp—ons–—p. Qaw— –ad been defeated by M—c–ael
Sp—nks t–”ee yea”s ea”l—e” fo” –—s WBC l—g–t –eavywe—g–t
c–amp—ons–—p. Howeve”, Leon Sp—nks lost by TKO —n t–e
s—xt– ”ound. Du”—ng t–e ិg–t, Qaw— taunted Sp—nks as –e
beat –—m me”c—lessly —n a co”ne”.

Sp—nks boxed fo” anot–e” e—g–t yea”s w—t– m—xed ”esults.
In 1994 –e lost a bout by KO to Jo–n Ca”lo, t–e ិ”st t—me
a fo”me” –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on –ad lost to a boxe” mak-
—ng –—s p”o debut (p”omote” C–a”les Fa””ell late” adm—tted
to fals—fy—ng Ca”lo’s ”eco”d —n o”de” to get t–e ិg–t sanc-
t—oned by t–e D—st”—ct of Columb—a).[2] Sp—nks ”et—”ed at
age 42, afte” los—ng an 8 ”ound dec—s—on to F”ed Houpe —n
1995, w–o was com—ng oា a seventeen-yea” –—atus.

2.36.2 Professional boxing record

2.36.3 Amateur career

• 1974, 1975, and 1976 Nat—onal AAU l—g–t –eavy-
we—g–t c–amp—on

• Defeated futu”e c–amp—on M—c–ael Dokes fo” ិ”st
AAU t—tle —n 1974

Olympic results

• Defeated Abellat—f Fat—–— (Mo”occo) KO 1

• Defeated Anatoly Kl—manov (Sov—et Un—on) 5-0

• Defeated Ottoma” Sac–se (East Ge”many) 5-0

• Defeated Janusz Go”tat (Poland) 5-0

• Defeated S—xto So”—a (Cuba) RSC 3

2.36.4 After boxing

Du”—ng t–e 1990s, Sp—nks wo”ked fo” F”ont—e” Ma”t—al-
A”ts W”estl—ng, w—nn—ng —ts wo”ld t—tle —n 1992 mak-
—ng –—m t–e only man to –old t—tles —n bot– box—ng and
w”estl—ng.[4] In t–e late 1990s, Sp—nks was a –eadl—ne” on
yea”-”ound, tou”—ng autog”ap– s–ows.

In 2009 Sp—nks was featu”ed as pa”t of t–e 2009 docu-
menta”y Facing Ali, —n w–—c– notable fo”me” opponents
of Al— speak about –ow ិg–t—ng Al— c–anged t–e—” l—ves.

As of 2012, Sp—nks l—ves —n Columbus, Neb”aska. He told
a ”epo”te” –—s l—fe —s ནcomfo”tableཔ, and t–at –e keeps a
low p”oិle.[5]

ནI love –elp—ng t–e k—ds,པ –e says. He loves be—ng a –e”o
to t–em and –e also st—ll loves wo”k—ng a ”oom.[6]

2.36.5 Personal life

H—s son, Co”y Sp—nks, –eld t–e und—sputed welte”we—g–t
t—tle and was t–e Inte”nat—onal Box—ng Fede”at—on Jun—o”
M—ddlewe—g–t c–amp—on —n 2006ཊ2008.

In 1990, –—s son, Leon Calv—n, was s–ot to deat– —n East
St. Lou—s as –e was d”—v—ng –ome f”om –—s g—”lf”—end’s
–ouse. Leon Calv—n, 19, was a l—g–t –eavywe—g–t boxe”
w–o –ad tu”ned p”o t–e mont– befo”e –—s mu”de”.

2.36.6 See also

• L—st of –eavywe—g–t box—ng c–amp—ons

• L—st of WBC wo”ld c–amp—ons

• Notable box—ng fam—l—es
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2.36.8 Further reading

• Flo”—o, Jo–n; S–ap—”o, Ou—s—e (2013). One Punch
from the Promised Land: Leon Spinks, Michael
Spinks, and theMyth of the Heavyweight Title. Lyons
P”ess. p. 279. ISBN 978-0-7627-8300-7.

2.36.9 External links

• P”ofess—onal box—ng ”eco”d fo” Leon Sp—nks f”om
BoxRec

• Leon Sp—nks’ Amateu” Box—ng Reco”d

2.37 Larry Holmes

Fo” t–e pol—t—c—an and act—v—st, see La””y Holmes (ac-
t—v—st).

Larry Holmes (bo”n Novembe” 3, 1949) —s an Ame”—can
fo”me” p”ofess—onal boxe”. He g”ew up —n Easton, Penn-
sylvan—a, w–—c– gave b—”t– to –—s box—ng n—ckname, t–e
ནEaston Assass—nཔ.

Holmes, w–ose left jab —s ”ated among t–e best —n box-
—ng –—sto”y,[1] was t–e WBC –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on f”om
1978 to 1983, The Ring magaz—ne c–amp—on f”om 1980
to 1985, and t–e IBF c–amp—on f”om 1983 to 1985. He
made 20 successful t—tle defenses,[2][3] plac—ng –—m t–—”d
all t—me, be–—nd only Joe Lou—s at 25 and Wlad—m—” Kl-
—tsc–ko at 22. He —s also one of only ិve menཋalong
w—t– Joe F”az—e”, Ken No”ton, Leon Sp—nks and T”evo”
Be”b—ckཋto defeat Mu–ammad Al—.

Holmes won –—s ិ”st 48 p”ofess—onal bouts, —nclud—ng v—c-
to”—es ove” Ea”n—e S–ave”s, Ken No”ton, Mu–ammad Al—,
M—ke Weave”, Ge””y Cooney, T—m W—t–e”spoon, Ca”l
W—ll—ams andMa”v—s F”az—e”, and fell one s–o”t of matc–-
—ng RockyMa”c—ano's ca”ee” ”eco”d of 49ཊ0 w–en –e lost
to M—c–ael Sp—nks —n 1985. Holmes ”et—”ed afte” los—ng a
”ematc– to Sp—nks, but made ”epeated comebacks, and
was unsuccessful —n t–”ee fu”t–e” attempts (aga—nst M—ke
Tyson, Evande” Holyិeld and Ol—ve” McCall) to ”ega—n
t–e t—tle, t–e last —n 1995. Holmes foug–t fo” t–e ិnal
t—me —n 2002 and ended w—t– a ca”ee” ”eco”d of 69ཊ6.[4]

He —s f”e“uently ”anked as one of t–e g”eatest –eavy-
we—g–ts of all t—me[5] and –as been —nducted —nto bot–
t–e Inte”nat—onal Box—ng Hall of Fame and Wo”ld Box-
—ng Hall of Fame.

2.37.1 Early life

Holmes was t–e fou”t– of twelve c–—ld”en bo”n to Jo–n
and Floss—e Holmes. W–en t–e fam—ly moved to Easton
—n 1954, Holmes’ fat–e” went to Connect—cut, w–e”e –e
wo”ked as a ga”dene” unt—l –—s deat– —n 1970. He v—s—ted

–—s fam—ly eve”y t–”ee weeks. ནHe d—dn't fo”sake us,པ sa—d
Floss—e Holmes. ནHe just d—dn't –ave anyt–—ng to g—ve.པ
T–e fam—ly su”v—ved on welfa”e.

To –elp suppo”t –—s fam—ly Holmes d”opped out of sc–ool
w–en –e was —n t–e sevent– g”ade and went to wo”k at a
ca” was– fo” $1 an –ou”. He late” d”ove a dump t”uck and
wo”ked —n a “ua””y.[6]

2.37.2 Amateur boxing career

W–en Holmes was n—neteen, –e sta”ted box—ng. In –—s
twenty-second bout, –e boxed Duane Bob—ck —n t–e 1972
Olymp—c T”—als. Holmes was d”opped —n t–e ិ”st ”ound
w—t– a ”—g–t to t–e –ead. He got up and danced out of
”ange, land—ng seve”al st—ា jabs —n t–e p”ocess. Bob—ck
mauled Holmes —n t–e second ”ound but couldn't co”ne”
–—m. T–e ”efe”ee wa”ned Holmes tw—ce —n t–e second
fo” –old—ng. In t–e t–—”d, Bob—ck landed seve”al good
”—g–ts and sta”ted to co”ne” Holmes w–o cont—nued to
–old. Eventually, Holmes was d—s“ual—ិed fo” excess—ve
–old—ng.[7]

2.37.3 Early boxing career

Afte” comp—l—ng an amateu” ”eco”d of 19ཊ3, Holmes
tu”ned p”ofess—onal on Ma”c– 21, 1973, w—nn—ng a fou”-
”ound dec—s—on aga—nst Rodell Dup”ee. Ea”ly —n –—s ca”ee”
–e wo”ked as a spa””—ng pa”tne” fo” Mu–ammad Al—, Joe
F”az—e”, Ea”n—e S–ave”s, and J—mmy Young. He was pa—d
well and lea”ned a lot. ནI was young, and I d—dn't know
muc–. But I was –old—ng my own spa””—ng t–ose guys,པ
Holmes sa—d. ནI t–oug–t, '–ey, t–ese guys a”e t–e best, t–e
c–amps. If I can –old my own now, w–at about late”?'"

Holmes ិ”st ga—ned c”ed—b—l—ty as a contende” w–en –e
upset t–e –a”d-punc–—ng Ea”n—e S–ave”s —n Ma”c– 1978.
Holmes won by a lops—ded twelve-”ound unan—mous dec—-
s—on, w—nn—ng eve”y ”ound on two sco”eca”ds and all but
one on t–e t–—”d. Holmes’s v—cto”y ove” S–ave”s set up a
t—tle s–ot between Holmes andWBCHeavywe—g–t C–am-
p—on Ken No”ton —n Las Vegas, Nevada on June 9, 1978.

2.37.4 WBC Heavyweight Champion -
Holmes v Norton

T–e ិg–t between Holmes and No”ton was a toug–, com-
pet—t—ve ិg–t. Afte” fou”teen ”ounds, all t–”ee judges –ad
t–e ិg–t sco”ed dead even at seven ”ounds eac–. Holmes
”all—ed late —n t–e ិfteent– to w—n t–e ”ound on two sco”e-
ca”ds and take t–e t—tle by a spl—t dec—s—on.[6]

In –—s ិ”st two t—tle defenses, Holmes eas—ly knocked out
Alf”edo Evangel—sta and Oss—e Ocas—o. H—s t–—”d t—tle de-
fense was a toug– one. On June 22, 1979, Holmes faced
futu”e WBA Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on M—ke Weave”, w–o
was l—g–tly ”ega”ded go—ng —nto t–e ិg–t spo”t—ng an un—n-
sp—”—ng 19ཊ8 ”eco”d. Afte” ten toug– ”ounds, Holmes
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d”opped Weave” w—t– a ”—g–t uppe”cut late —n ”ound
eleven. In t–e twelft–, Holmes —mmed—ately went on
t–e attack, back—ng Weave” —nto t–e ”opes and pound-
—ng –—m w—t– powe”ful ”—g–ts unt—l t–e ”efe”ee stepped —n
and stopped —t. ནT–—s man knocked t–e dev—l out of me,པ
Holmes sa—d. ནT–—s man m—g–t not –ave –ad c”ed—t befo”e
ton—g–t, but you'll g—ve —t to –—m now.པ[8]

T–”ee mont–s late”, on Septembe” 28, 1979, Holmes –ad
a ”ematc– w—t– S–ave”s, w–o got a t—tle s–ot by knock-
—ng out Ken No”ton —n one ”ound. Holmes dom—nated t–e
ិ”st s—x ”ounds, but —n t–e sevent–, S–ave”s sent Holmes
down w—t– a devastat—ng ove”–and ”—g–t. Holmes got up,
su”v—ved t–e ”ound, and went on to stop S–ave”s —n t–e
elevent–.[9]

H—s next t–”ee defenses we”e knockouts of Lo”enzo
Zanon, Le”oy Jones, and Scott LeDoux.

On Octobe” 2, 1980, at Caesa”s Palace —n Las Vegas,
Holmes defended –—s t—tle aga—nst Al—, w–o was com-
—ng out of ”et—”ement —n an attempt to become t–e ិ”st
fou”-t—me Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on. Holmes dom-
—nated Al— f”om sta”t to ិn—s–, w—nn—ng eve”y ”ound on
eve”y sco”eca”d. At t–e end of t–e tent– ”ound, Al—’s
t”a—ne”, Angelo Dundee, stopped t–e ិg–t. It would be
Al—’s only loss w—t–out ནgo—ng t–e d—stanceཔ fo” a judges’
dec—s—on.[10] Afte” t–e w—n, Holmes ”ece—ved ”ecogn—t—on
as Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on by The Ringmagaz—ne.

Al— blamed –—s poo” pe”fo”mance on t–y”o—d med—ca-
t—on t–at –e –ad been tak—ng, cla—m—ng t–at —t –elped –—m
lose we—g–t (–e we—g–ed 217½, –—s lowest we—g–t s—nce
–e foug–t Geo”ge Fo”eman —n 1974), but —t also left –—m
d”a—ned fo” t–e ិg–t.[11]

Holmes seemed to s–ow s—gns of ”eg”et, o” at least sad-
ness, —n pun—s–—ng Al— so muc– du”—ng t–e ិg–t. He ap-
pea”ed —n a post ិg–t —nte”v—ew w—t– tea”s —n –—s eyes as –e
was asked w–y –e was c”y—ng, ”eply—ng t–at –e ”espected
Al— ནa w–ole lotཔ and ན–e foug–t one of t–e baddest –eavy-
we—g–ts —n t–e wo”ld today, and you cannot take c”ed—t
f”om –—m.པ[12]

Afte” e—g–t consecut—ve knockouts, Holmes was fo”ced
to go t–e d—stance w–en –e successfully defended –—s t—-
tle aga—nst futu”e WBC Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on T”evo”
Be”b—ck on Ap”—l 11, 1981. In –—s next ិg–t, two mont–s
late”, Holmes knocked out fo”me” Und—sputed Wo”ld
Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on Leon Sp—nks —n t–”ee ”ounds. On
Novembe” 6, 1981, Holmes ”ose f”om a sevent–-”ound
knockdown (du”—ng w–—c– –e stagge”ed —nto t–e tu”n-
buckle) to stop Renaldo Sn—pes —n t–e elevent–.

Holmes vs. Cooney

Ma—n a”t—cle: La””y Holmes vs. Ge””y Cooney

On June 11, 1982, Holmes defended –—s t—tle aga—nst
Ge””y Cooney, t–e undefeated #1 contende” and an I”—s–-
Ame”—can. T–e lead up to t–e ិg–t –ad many ”ac—al

ove”tones. Holmes sa—d t–at —f Cooney wasn't w–—te,
–e wouldn't be gett—ng t–e same pu”se as t–e c–am-
p—on (Bot– boxe”s ”ece—ved $10 m—ll—on fo” t–e bout).[13]

Alt–oug– Cooney t”—ed to deីect “uest—ons about ”ace,
membe”s of –—s campwo”e s–—”ts t–at sa—d ནNot t–eW–—te
Man, but t–e R—g–t Man.པ[13] In t–e—” ិg–t p”ev—ews,
Sports Illustrated and Time put Cooney on t–e cove”, not
Holmes. P”es—dent Ronald Reagan –ad a p–one —nstalled
—n Cooney’s d”ess—ng ”oom so –e could call –—m —f –e won
t–e ិg–t. Holmes –ad no suc– a””angement. Lastly, box-
—ng t”ad—t—on d—ctates t–at t–e c–amp—on —s —nt”oduced last,
but t–e c–allenge”, Cooney, was —nt”oduced last.[13]

T–e bout was –eld —n a 32,000 seat stad—um e”ected —n a
Caesa”’s Palace Pa”k—ng lot, w—t– m—ll—ons mo”e watc–—ng
a”ound t–e wo”ld. Afte” an uneventful ិ”st ”ound, Holmes
d”opped Cooney w—t– a ”—g–t —n t–e second. Cooney came
back well —n t–e next two ”ounds, ja””—ng Holmes w—t– –—s
powe”ful left –ook. Holmes late” sa—d t–at Cooney ན–—t
me so damned –a”d, I felt —tཋboomཋ—n my bones.པ[14]

Cooney was t—”—ng by t–e n—nt–, a ”ound —n w–—c– –e –ad
two po—nts deducted fo” low blows. In t–e tent–, t–ey
t”aded punc–es ”elentlessly. At t–e end of t–e ”ound, t–e
two nodded to eac– ot–e” —n ”espect.[14] Cooney lost an-
ot–e” po—nt because of low blows —n t–e elevent–. By t–en,
Holmes was land—ng w—t– ease. In t–e t–—”teent–, a ba”-
”age of punc–es sent Cooney down. He got up, but –—s
t”a—ne”, V—cto” Valle, stepped —nto t–e ”—ng and stopped
t–e ិg–t.[14]

Afte” t–e ិg–t, Holmes and Cooney became close
f”—ends.[14][15]

Trouble with the WBC

Holmes’ next two ិg–ts we”e one-s—ded dec—s—on w—ns ove”
Randall ནTexཔ Cobb and ex-Eu”opean c–amp—on Luc—en
Rod”—guez. On May 23, 1983, Holmes defended –—s t—-
tle aga—nst T—m W—t–e”spoon, t–e futu”e WBC and WBA
Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on. W—t–e”spoon, a s—x to one un-
de”dog and w—t– only 15 p”ofess—onal bouts to –—s name,
su”p”—sed many by g—v—ng Holmes a d—ឹcult ិg–t. Af-
te” twelve ”ounds, Holmes ”eta—ned t–e t—tle by a d—sputed
spl—t dec—s—on.[16] Boxing Monthly named —t one of t–e ten
most cont”ove”s—al dec—s—ons of all t—me.

On Septembe” 10, 1983, Holmes successfully defended
t–e WBC t—tle fo” t–e s—xteent– t—me, knock—ng out Scott
F”ank —n ិve ”ounds. Holmes t–en s—gned to ិg–t Ma”v—s
F”az—e”, son of Joe F”az—e”, on Novembe” 25, 1983. T–e
WBC ”efused to sanct—on t–e ិg–t aga—nst t–e un”anked
F”az—e”. T–ey o”de”ed Holmes to ិg–t G”eg Page, t–e
#1 contende”, o” be st”—pped of t–e t—tle. P”omote” Don
K—ng oាe”ed Holmes $2.55 m—ll—on to ិg–t Page, but t–e
c–amp—on d—dn't t–—nk t–at was enoug–. He was mak—ng
$3.1m—ll—on to ិg–t F”az—e” and felt –e s–ould get as muc–
as $5 m—ll—on to ិg–t Page.[17]

Holmes –ad an easy t—me w—t– F”az—e”, knock—ng –—m out
—n t–e ិ”st ”ound.[18] T–e follow—ng mont–, Holmes ”e-
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l—n“u—s–ed t–e WBC c–amp—ons–—p and accepted ”ecog-
n—t—on as Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—on by t–e newly
fo”med Inte”nat—onal Box—ng Fede”at—on.[19]

2.37.5 IBF Heavyweight Champion

Holmes s—gned to ិg–t Ge””—e Coetzee, t–e WBA C–am-
p—on, on June 15, 1984 at Caesa”’s Palace. T–e ិg–t
was be—ng p”omoted by JPD Inc., but —t was canceled
w–en Caesa”’s Palace sa—d t–e p”omote”s fa—led to meet
t–e ិnanc—al cond—t—ons of t–e cont”act. Holmes was
p”om—sed $13 m—ll—on and Coetzee was p”om—sed $8 m—l-
l—on. Even afte” cutt—ng t–e pu”ses d”amat—cally, t–ey
st—ll couldn't come up w—t– enoug– ិnanc—al back—ng to
stage t–e ិg–t.[20] Don K—ng t–en planned to p”omote t–e
ិg–t, but Holmes lost a lawsu—t ិled by V—”g—n—a atto”-
ney R—c–a”d H—”sc–feld, w–o sa—d –e –ad a cont”act w—t–
Holmes t–at gave –—m ”—g–t of ិ”st ”efusal on a Holmes-
Coetzee bout. Holmes t–en dec—ded to move on and ិg–t
someone else.[21]

On Novembe” 9, 1984, afte” a yea” out of t–e ”—ng,
Holmes made –—s ិ”st defense of t–e IBF t—tle, stopp—ng
James ནBonec”us–e”པ Sm—t– on a cut —n t–e twelft– ”ound.
In t–e ិ”st –alf of 1985, Holmes stopped Dav—d Bey —n
ten ”ounds fo” –—s 19t– t—tle defense. H—s next aga—nst
Ca”l ནT–e T”ut–པ W—ll—ams was unexpectedly toug–. T–e
younge”, “u—cke” W—ll—ams was able to out-jab t–e ag—ng
c–amp—on, w–o was left w—t– a badly swollen eye by t–e
end of t–e bout. Holmes eme”ged w—t– a close, and d—s-
puted, ិfteen-”ound unan—mous dec—s—on.

On Septembe” 21, 1985, Holmes stepped —n t–e ”—ng look-
—ng to e“ual Rocky Ma”c—ano's 49-0 ca”ee” ”eco”d and
to make –—s twent—et– successful t—tle defense. H—s op-
ponent was look—ng to make –—sto”y as well. Afte” w—n-
n—ng t–e und—sputed c–amp—ons–—p at l—g–t –eavywe—g–t,
M—c–ael Sp—nks dec—ded to move up —n we—g–t and t”y to
become t–e second ិg–te” afte” Bob F—tzs—mmons to w—n
t—tles at bot– l—g–t –eavywe—g–t and –eavywe—g–t. It would
be Sp—nks w–ose –—sto”—cal dest—ny would be fulិlled, al-
be—t cont”ove”s—ally, as –e defeated Holmes v—a unan—-
mous dec—s—on to become t–e ិ”st ”e—gn—ng l—g–t –eavy-
we—g–t c–amp—on to w—n t–e –eavywe—g–t t—tle.[22] Afte”
t–e ិg–t, a b—tte” Holmes sa—d, ནRocky Ma”c—ano couldn't
ca””y my jockst”ap.པ

Holmes –ad a ”ematc– w—t– Sp—nks on Ap”—l 19, 1986.
Sp—nks ”eta—ned t–e t—tle w—t– a d—sputed ិfteen-”ound
spl—t dec—s—on. T–e judges sco”ed t–e ិg–t: Judge Joe
Co”tez 144ཊ141 (Holmes), Judge F”ank B”unette 141ཊ
144 (Sp—nks) and Judge Je””y Rot– 142ཊ144 (Sp—nks.)[23]

In a post-ិg–t —nte”v—ew w—t– HBO, Holmes sa—d, ནt–e
judges, t–e ”efe”ees and p”omote”s can k—ss me w–e”e
t–e sun don't s–—neཋand because we'”e on HBO, t–at’s
my b—g black be–—nd.པ[24]

On Novembe” 6, 1986, t–”ee days afte” –—s 37t– b—”t–day,
Holmes announced –—s ”et—”ement.[25]

2.37.6 Comebacks

Ma—n a”t—cles: M—ke Tyson vs. La””y Holmes, Ray
Me”ce” vs. La””y Holmes and Evande” Holyិeld vs.
La””y Holmes

On Janua”y 22, 1988, Holmes was lu”ed out of ”et—”e-
ment by a $2.8 m—ll—on pu”se to c–allenge ”e—gn—ng Und—s-
putedWo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—onM—ke Tyson. Tyson
d”opped Holmes —n t–e fou”t– ”ound w—t– an ove”–and
”—g–t. Holmes got up, but Tyson put –—m down two mo”e
t—mes —n t–e ”ound, and t–e ិg–t was stopped. It was t–e
only t—me Holmes would be knocked out —n –—s lengt–y
ca”ee”. Afte” t–e ិg–t, Holmes once aga—n ”et—”ed.[26]

Holmes ”etu”ned to t–e ”—ng —n 1991 and became a muc–
mo”e act—ve ិg–te”, usually ិg–t—ng on USA Tuesday
Night Fights ca”ds eve”y few weeks aga—nst up and come”s
and jou”neymen. Afte” ិve st”a—g–t w—ns, –e foug–t Ray
Me”ce”, t–e undefeated 1988 Olymp—c Gold Medal—st, on
Feb”ua”y 7, 1992. Holmes pulled oា t–e upset and won
by a twelve-”ound unan—mous dec—s—on.[27] T–e w—n got
Holmes a s–ot at Evande” Holyិeld fo” t–e Und—sputed
Wo”ld Heavywe—g–t C–amp—ons–—p. On June 19, 1992,
Holyិeld defeated Holmes by a twelve-”ound unan—mous
dec—s—on.[28]

On Ap”—l 8, 1995, –e foug–t Ol—ve” McCall fo” t–e WBC
t—tle. Holmes lost by a close twelve-”ound unan—mous de-
c—s—on. Two of t–e judges –ad –—m los—ng by only one
po—nt, w–—le t–e ot–e” judge –ad –—m los—ng by t–”ee
po—nts.[29]

Holmes was back —n t–e ”—ng ិve mont–s late”, ”esum—ng
t–e pace –e –ad set s—nce –—s comeback. Howeve”, an ag-
—ng fo”me” c–amp—on was g”ow—ng t—”ed of t–e spo”t and,
afte” –e foug–t and knocked out Ant–ony W—ll—s —n June
1996 on anot–e” USA box—ng event, Holmes announced
t–at unless –e ”ece—ved a s–ot at t–e t—tle, t–e ិg–t aga—nst
W—ll—s was l—kely to be –—s last.

On Janua”y 24, 1997, Holmes got one last oppo”tun—ty to
ិg–t fo” a –eavywe—g–t c–amp—ons–—p w–en –e t”aveled
to Copen–agen to ិg–t undefeated Inte”nat—onal Box—ng
O”gan—zat—on c–amp—on B”—an N—elsen. N—elsen won by
a twelve-”ound spl—t dec—s—on to ”eta—n t–e Inte”nat—onal
Box—ng O”gan—zat—on t—tle.[30]

Holmes and Geo”ge Fo”eman s—gned to ិg–t on Janua”y
23, 1999 at t–e Houston Ast”odome. Fo”eman called oា
t–e ិg–t seve”al weeks befo”e —t was to take place because
t–e p”omote” fa—led to meet t–e deadl—ne fo” pay—ng –—m
t–e ”ema—n—ng $9 m—ll—on of –—s $10 m—ll—on pu”se. Fo”e-
man ”ece—ved a non”efundable $1 m—ll—on depos—t, and
Holmes got to keep a $400,000 down payment of –—s $4
m—ll—on pu”se.[31]

Holmes’ next two ិg–ts we”e ”ematc–es w—t– old foes. On
June 18, 1999, –e stopped ནBonec”us–e”པ Sm—t– —n e—g–t
”ounds,[32] and on Novembe” 17, 2000, –e stopped M—ke
Weave” —n s—x.[33]
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Holmes in Beaufort, South Carolina in 2010.

Holmes’ ិnal ិg–t was on July 27, 2002 —n No”folk, V—”-
g—n—a. He defeated E”—c ནButte”beanཔ Esc– by a ten-”ound
unan—mous dec—s—on.[34]

2.37.7 Honors

Holmes was —nducted —nto t–e Inte”nat—onal Box—ng Hall
of Fame —n 2008.[35]

2.37.8 Life after boxing

Holmes —nvested t–e money –e ea”ned f”om box—ng and
settled —n –—s –ometown of Easton. W–en –e ”et—”ed f”om
box—ng, Holmes employed mo”e t–an 200 people t–”oug–
–—s va”—ous bus—ness –old—ngs. In 2008, –e owned two
”estau”ants and a n—g–tclub, a t”a—n—ng fac—l—ty, an oឹce
complex, a snack food ba” and slot mac–—nes.[36] Holmes
cu””ently co-–osts a talk s–owWhat The Heck Were They
Thinking?[37]

In 2014, Holmes sold –—s bus—ness complex —n Easton to
bus—ness ent”ep”eneu” Ge”ald Go”man.[38]

In 2016 La””y Holmes guest sta””ed as –—mself —n an
ep—sode of t–e M—ke Tyson Myste”—es t—tled ནUnsolved
S—tuat—onsཔ.

2.37.9 Personal life

La””y Holmes ma””—ed –—s w—fe, D—ane, —n 1979. Toget–e”
t–ey –ave –ad two c–—ld”en, Kandy Holmes and La””y
Holmes J”.[39] He –as two b”ot–e”s, Robe”t Holmes and
Ma”k Holmes.

2.37.10 Professional boxing record

2.37.11 See also

• L—st of –eavywe—g–t box—ng c–amp—ons

• L—st of WBC wo”ld c–amp—ons
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2.38 Trevor Berbick

Trevor Berbick (August 1, 1954 ཊ Octobe” 28, 2006)
was a boxe” w–o was t–e WBC –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on of
t–e wo”ld —n 1986. He won t–e t—tle f”om P—nklon T–omas
v—a a 12-”ound unan—mous dec—s—on, and lost —t —n –—s ិ”st
defence to a 20-yea”-old M—ke Tyson, v—a a 2nd-”ound
TKO. He was t–e last man to ិg–t Mu–ammad Al—, w—n-
n—ng a 10-”ound unan—mous dec—s—on —n Nassau, Ba–amas
on Decembe” 11, 1981.

2.38.1 Biography

Early life

He was bo”n on August 1, 1954 —n No”w—c–, Po”t Anto-
n—o, Jama—ca.

Amateur career

At 21, Be”b—ck ”ep”esented –—s nat—ve Jama—ca —n t–e 1976
Summe” Olymp—cs —n Mont”eal, Quebec, Canada as a
–eavywe—g–t boxe”, desp—te –av—ng –ad only 11 p”—o” am-
ateu” bouts. H—s lack of expe”—ence was pla—nly ev—dent
as –e lost to t–e eventual s—lve” medal—st, M—”cea Ş—mon
of Roman—a. Howeve”, –e st—ll d—splayed a lot of p”om—se
as a young –eavywe—g–t boxe”. He lost a dec—s—on to fu-
tu”e –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on M—c–ael Dokes —n t–e Pan-
Am sem—ិnals.

Professional career

Be”b—ck left Jama—ca afte” t–e Olymp—cs. He opted to
stay —n Canada and ិg–t p”ofess—onally out of Mont”eal
and Hal—fax. He won –—s ិ”st 11 ិg–ts (10 by knockout)
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befo”e suាe”—ng –—s ិ”st p”o loss to anot–e” ”—s—ng con-
tende”, Be”na”do Me”cado, on Ap”—l 3, 1979. As an am-
ateu”, Be”b—ck –ad soundly beaten Me”cado. Howeve”,
w—t– 10 seconds ”ema—n—ng —n t–e ិ”st ”ound of t–e—” only
p”ofess—onal meet—ng, Be”b—ck walked —nto a punc– and
was knocked out cold. Neve”t–eless, –e ”ema—ned —n con-
tent—on fo” t–e –eavywe—g–t t—tle.

A 1980 upset of ex-c–amp Jo–n Tate (9t– ”ound KO)
secu”ed a t—tle s–ot aga—nst La””y Holmes on Ap”—l 11,
1981, but Be”b—ck lost a 15-”ound unan—mous dec—s—on.
In –—s second ិg–t afte” t–e loss, –e beat 39-yea”-old
Mu–ammad Al— —n t–e ិnal ិg–t of Al—’s ca”ee”.

In 1982 –e beat undefeated p”ospect G”eg Page, and —n
1984 –e moved to M—”ama”, Flo”—da and s—gned w—t– p”o-
mote” Don K—ng. W—ns ove” undefeated M—tc– ནBloodཔ
G”een and Dav—d Bey sco”ed –—m anot–e” t—tle ិg–t, and
–e won t–e WBC wo”ld –eavywe—g–t t—tle by upsett—ng
P—nklon T–omas w—t– an easy unan—mous dec—s—on on
Ma”c– 22, 1986. Howeve”, –—s ”e—gn as c–amp—on would
be b”—ef.

On Novembe” 22, —n –—s ិ”st defense of t–e t—tle, Be”b—ck
took on M—ke Tyson, w–o was look—ng to b”eak Floyd
Patte”son's ”eco”d and become, at t–e age of twenty,
t–e youngest eve” –eavywe—g–t c–amp—on. In t–e second
”ound, Tyson d”opped Be”b—ck w—t– a “u—ck knockdown.
Be”b—ck was “u—ckly ove”w–elmed by –—s opponent and
late —n t–e ”ound, –e went down aga—n. T–e c–amp—on
”ose to –—s feet, but —mmed—ately stumbled backwa”d and
fell back to t–e canvas. Be”b—ck t”—ed tw—ce mo”e to make
—t to –—s feet but fell bot– t—mes, and ”efe”ee M—lls Lane
stopped count—ng and waved t–e ិg–t oា to end Be”b—ck’s
”e—gn as c–amp—on.

Along w—t– La””y Holmes, Be”b—ck —s one of only two
men —n p”ofess—onal box—ng –—sto”y to –ave foug–t bot–
Mu–ammad Al— and M—ke Tyson.

In 1991, –e went to t–e UWFI —n Japan to ិg–t Nobu–—ko
Takada —n a ནboxe” vs. w”estle”པ bout. Be”b—ck cla—med
t–at –e –ad been double-c”ossed and t–at –e –ad expected
t–e ិg–t to be l—ke Ame”—can k—ckbox—ng, but —t tu”ned
out t–at t–e ”ules allowed Takada to k—ck Be”b—ck below
t–e belt. Be”b—ck ”efused to mount any oាense, —nstead
”epeatedly compla—n—ng to t–e ”efe”ee as Takada k—cked
–—m ”epeatedly —n t–e legs. Takada cla—med v—cto”y by
default w–en Be”b—ck ex—ted t–e ”—ng.[1]

Afte”wa”ds, –—s ca”ee” dete”—o”ated fu”t–e”. He eventu-
ally foug–t –—s last bout —n 2000 aga—nst Canad—an jou”-
neyman S–ane Sutcl—ាe, w—nn—ng a 12-”ound unan—mous
dec—s—on. Afte”wa”ds, a CAT scan ”evealed a blood clot
—n –—s b”a—n and –—s box—ng l—cense was ”evoked. H—s ិ-
nal p”ofess—onal ”eco”d was 49 w—ns (33 by knockout), 11
losses, and 1 d”aw.

2.38.2 Outside the ring

Be”b—ck was a p”eac–e” at t–e Moments of M—”acles Pen-
tecostal c–u”c– —n Las Vegas.

Troubles with the law

Be”b—ck was a””ested on a numbe” of occas—ons t–”oug–-
out –—s l—fe and was sentenced —n Flo”—da to 5 yea”s —n
p”—son fo” sexually assault—ng –—s c–—ld”en’s babys—tte” —n
1992. He se”ved 15 mont–s. In 1997, –e v—olated –—s
pa”ole and was depo”ted f”om t–e Un—ted States.

Feud with Larry Holmes

Be”b—ck –ad a well-publ—c—zed feud w—t– La””y Holmes,
w–om –e foug–t —n t–e ”—ng —n 1981. T–e—” feud culm—-
nated —n a publ—c conf”ontat—on and b”awl —n 1991, w–—c–
was caug–t on tape. Afte” a ve”bal alte”cat—on —ndoo”s,
Be”b—ck was outs—de compla—n—ng about be—ng k—cked and
punc–ed by La””y Holmes w–en Holmes cl—mbed atop a
pa”ked ca” and launc–ed –—mself at Be”b—ck. T–e footage
ends as t–e two a”e sepa”ated by pol—ce and ot–e”s.[2]

Retirement

He ”et—”ed —n Flo”—da to be w—t– –—s w—fe and fou” c–—l-
d”en (–e –ad t–”ee c–—ld”en w—t– –—s ិ”st w—fe —n Mon-
t”eal) and sta”ted to t”a—n boxe”s at Kenny Ba””ett’s Gym
—n Tama”ac, Flo”—da. Be”b—ck’s p”oblems escalated. He
was aga—n depo”ted f”om t–e U.S. on Decembe” 2, 2002.

Murder

On Octobe” 28, 2006, Be”b—ck was mu”de”ed at a c–u”c–
—n No”w—c–, Jama—ca by an assa—lant w—eld—ng a 2-—nc–-
t–—ck (51 mm) steel p—pe. He suាe”ed mult—ple blows to
t–e –ead and d—ed at t–e scene.[3]

Pol—ce a””ested two men, one of w–om was Be”b—ck’s 20-
yea”-old nep–ew Ha”old Be”b—ck,[4] —n connect—on w—t–
t–e mu”de”. T–ey we”e —nte””ogated at t–e Po”t Anton—o
pol—ce stat—on —n Po”tland as of ea”ly —n t–emo”n—ng of Oc-
tobe” 29.[5] Local ”es—dents —nd—cated t–at t–e suspect was
—nvolved —n a land d—spute w—t– Be”b—ck.[6] On Novem-
be” 3 —t was ”epo”ted t–at Be”b—ck’s nep–ew, 20-yea”-old
Ha”old Be”b—ck, and an un—dent—ិed 18-yea”-old man –ad
been c–a”ged w—t– –—s mu”de” by Jama—can pol—ce.[7] On
Decembe” 20, 2007, Ha”old Be”b—ck was found gu—lty of
t–e mu”de” of –—s uncle. H—s alleged accompl—ce, Ken-
ton Go”don, was found gu—lty of manslaug–te”. Bot–
we”e sentenced on Janua”y 11, 2008.[8] Ha”old Be”b—ck
was sentenced to l—fe —n p”—son; Kenton Go”don was sen-
tenced to fou”teen yea”s —n p”—son.[9] He was bu”—ed at t–e
Be”b—ck Fam—ly Plot No”w—c– Po”tland, Jama—ca
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2.38.3 In popular culture
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gu—nJockey, An—mum, Cg—ngold, Kate@outoft–efog.—nfo, Zette”be”g40, Cyktsu—, Al—'—, Mtd2006, Use”86654, E“dokto”, Renamed use”
27zg566z1s1gzl–1725z, M—ke Sea”son, T”evg”eg, Lo”enzoB, P.B. P—l–et, Bmcc”ae, F—Nc–420, Spellmaste”, Too Cool, Pass—onoft–eDa-
mon, De”Hexe”, UnseemlyWeasel, J”wes“, Edwa”d321, T–eRange”, Xt—f”, Edton, G”eenguy1090, F—s–e”Queen, Hdt83, Mmoneypenny,
Nao–—”o19, Rettetast, M—ke6271, Guyzo997, Ave””oss, CommonsDel—nke”, Alex—usHo”at—us, Jo–npacklambe”t, Djma12, B”a—n Rodeo,
RockMFR, Slas–, Gazza63, DandyDan2007, Slogsweep, Tl—m7882, Escap—ngL—fe, Altes, G un—t solja–, Spoonman.au, At–aena”a, T”ue-
CRaysball, Alexmeske, R—ckyb”—t053, Je””y, Jo–nS–ep, Dave D—al, Ian.t–omson, GoldenGloves17, M—c–ael Dolan, Speednw–—sky, Gzkn,
M—nde”b—nde”~enw—k—, L—ttlebum2002, D—spense”, B—janc, D”D—sco, B”okenSp–e”e, Apac–eg—la, Coolb”ook76, Da”kFalls, D”acula790,
Sk—e” Dude, Stewbea”, Knowledgeboy101, Ant—SpamBot, RoboMaxCybe”Sem, Plast—cup, Ma”ty Rockatansky, K”asn—y, Belovedf”eak,
Gangstamyn—zzle, NewEnglandYankee, SJP, Male”—n, A”ab—nato”, JHe—nonen, Eve”ydaybo”edom1980, Mufka, Btk111, Bek—nd, K—dl—ttle,
Qu—tano, P–el—x06, Act—on Jackson IV, Rodney21a, Atama, Golema”c–, Jevansen, Van—s–ed use” 39948282, Jon Do–, T–esoftbullet—n82,
F—s–coug–, Guyze”o, Hadja99, F”ankEldonD—xon, Mcaleppo86, Ja””y1250, W—k—pete”p”oject, Pus—ek, Va”nent, Pete”42y, T–—sm—g–tbezac–,
T–ePo—ntblank, F—g–te”fo”jc, Hassanask—a, Mal—k S–abazz, VolkovBot, Game”112, Masa”uemoto, Jeា G., Indub—tably, Okla—”d, Alexand”—a,
T—t–onfu”y, Jazz-Fox, Ha””owe”123, Katyd—d—t, A—4—joel, Van—s–edUse” sdu9asdsopasdadsa, Mu–ammadAus, CART fan, Eskew, Un—on
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Fe”nandosm—ss—on, Sout–gate”, S–ac–na1979, Backslas– Fo”wa”dslas–, Anom—eBOT, La””yt–elep”ec–aun, An——s–72, Rub—nbot, S–ane-
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FoxBot, TobeBot, T”app—st t–e monk, D—bl—dabl—duu, Poll—nos—sss, D—egoMoney, Couplal, U”ukHa—LoR, Baseto”nado, R–g”—mes, Be-
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Mees–e”, Fæ, Bje”ma—ne, Autod—dact1, ClueBot NG, S–adoolaw, 19m—c–ael1990, Helpful P—x—e Bot, Co”n—s–game, Av—B”—gada, Max-
Payne888, T–eS–adowC”ow, DPL bot, S”lacount, Fep1970, Use”738413, Box—ngGoMan, VIAFbot, Two-F—sted Tales, Leetodo, NottNott,
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• Doug Jones (boxer) Source: –ttps://en.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/Doug_Jones_(boxe”)?old—d=713061330 Contributors: Odd–a”mon—c, Stev—-
et–eman, Bende”235, G”ego”B, Koavf, Alaney2k, Nettyboo, Closedmout–, Even—ngSta”, PRe–se, SmackBot, Se” Amant—o d— N—colao,
Ala—bot, Waacstats, Coolk—de”, Belovedf”eak, Jul—ancolton, Pxma, M—ld B—ll H—ccup, Leont—os, SteelMa”—ne”, PollS–a”k, W—k—use”100, Ad-
dbot, Yobot, F”aggle81, Ul”—c1313, Tomwsulce”, Calme” Wate”s, Full-date unl—nk—ng bot, Dxa”, Call—ngdogsoft–unde”, Rjw—lms—Bot, Jo–n
of Read—ng, Un”eal7, Use”name7212345, T–e O”—g—nal F—lិ, GLG GLG, Kaspa”Bot and Anonymous: 12

• Henry Cooper Source: –ttps://en.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/Hen”y_Coope”?old—d=721864222 Contributors: De”ek Ross, Deb, Ewen,
АϲϬϱϸаϴϫЁϷ, Jo–n K, Zo—con5, Samsa”a, Sec”etlondon, Lumos3, Dale A”nett, C–”—sm, JB82, JackofOz, Bob Pal—n, Andycjp, Popefau-
vexx———, TonyW, Ukexpat, D6, Bende”235, Can—sRufus, Sfa–ey, Adamb”o, Ruszewsk—, Hespe”—an, Sto”m R—de”, Halsteadk, W—k—dea,
Pcpcpc, Woo–ook—tty, BlankVe”se, Exxolon, Tap—”2001, R—c–a”dWe—ss, Dav—dCane, Rjw—lms—, L—gulem, Ma”netteD, FlaBot, T–e Ram-
bl—ng Man, Wavelengt–, Quent—n X, Osomec, RussBot, L—amE, I”—s–guy, B—gpad, PRe–se, P–—l—p Stevens, Ne—e”, SmackBot, B”—tann—cus,
Dwelle”, Hux, State of Love and T”ust, L—on K—ng, Rutld001, Hma—ns, SteveO, Ep–”a—m33, Bluebot, DStoykov, Lusande”s, Da”—us D–lomo,
Colon—es C–”—s, A. B., Left—sm, Ianmacm, Cas–pot, B”etonban“uet, Xdam”, Se” Amant—o d— N—colao, M” Step–en, Dl2000, Sasak—, Cyde-
bot, Jackyd101, Rab V, Ve”a, C–uck & Dave, Nalvage, IXIA, Dall—ance, Paste, Kbt–ompson, I”—s–Pete, B—gj—m”, G—ftednumbe”10, MegX,
Rot–o”pe, Demop–on, Hullaballoo Wolfow—tz, Waacstats, Ma”kafcb, Ma”t—nBot, STBot, Ke—t– D, J.delanoy, Bongomat—c, MG291, F”u—t-
Monkey, RoboMaxCybe”Sem, Student7, Pawnk—ngt–”ee, And”ewJFulke”, Egg–ead06, W—seman75, Kyle t–e bot, Refswo”ldlee, Monopo-
l—ze~enw—k—, Os–wa–, CanOfWo”ms, D”appel, Sdts, Allebo”goBot, Cjc13, G”a–am Bea”ds, K—ngb—”d1, J—mbo onl—ne, W—nc–elsea, Mateusz
Opas—ńsk—, A. Ca”ty, Sue Wallace, Jack1956, Dposte46, P—pepBot, Jonsecl—ា, Fep70, Cena”—um, Mu”o Bot, 7, 'A””y Boy, Rossen4, DumZ-
—BoT, PollS–a”k, Boleyn, XL—nkBot, RogDel, Good Olfacto”y, Addbot, Ron–jones, Cst17, T–e C of E, Tassedet–e, E–”enkate”, T—de ”olls,
Alan16, L—g–tbot, Zo””obot, Sammypepys, Po—nte”1, Luckas-bot, Yobot, F”aggle81, R—oblen, Ay”ton P”ost, Anom—eBOT, 1exec1, Ul-
”—c1313, Mate”—alsc—ent—st, C—tat—on bot, T”ap T–e D”umWonde”, P”unes“uale”, L—ttle g”ape, Cekl—829, Kembb001, Maste”kn—g–ted, Ove”-
aga—nst, Ant–ony W—nwa”d, Fel—p—to1.966, Rjw—lms—Bot, Hamsta96, Rayman60, Supe”48paul, Go—ngBatty, J—m M—c–ael, M”.Apples2010,
Zé”oBot, Matt–ewcg—”l—ng, Jal—21, Tuta—s–y, Un”eal7, B”ocac–, B”udge”, Ταͺοͼλα, Sub”ata Roy, Sl—ckmoves, ClueBot NG, Melbou”neSta”,
Do–5678, Dalexwats, W—d”, Helpful P—x—e Bot, N”ste—n, Cat–ed”al30, LoekK”ess~enw—k—, T–eS–adowC”ow, Jos–uSaso”—, SD5bot, Mog—sm,
Reta”dedRHINO, VIAFbot, Ha”po2008, MaybeMaybeMaybe, Eagleas–, Duckduckstop, Bl1tzk”—eg1940, Monkbot, It’sabeaut—fulmo”n—ng,
T–e O”—g—nal F—lិ, Kaspa”Bot, Jo”—sEnte” and Anonymous: 152

• Sonny Liston Source: –ttps://en.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/Sonny_L—ston?old—d=723622310 Contributors: AxelBoldt, De”ek Ross, Mav, Ga”et–
Owen, Hep–aestos, Anton—oMa”t—n, Edwa”d, Malco–ol, Zo—con5, Sto”m—e, Sjo”fo”d, Robbot, Dale A”nett, RedWolf, Monc”—ef, P”emed—-
tated C–aos, JackofOz, Mattីasc–en, Ndo”wa”d, Matt G—es, JamesMLane, DocWatson42, Ma”—us~enw—k—, Va”laam, Mbove”load, J—lland-
Jack, Edcol—ns, Junkya”dp”—nce, Stev—et–eman, C–owbok, Utcu”sc–, Bumm13, A”ctu”us, Adas–—el, S“uas–, D6, O'Dea, R—c– Fa”mb”oug–,
YUL89YYZ, Bende”235, T–e Iconoclast, Hn, Ruszewsk—, Alanso–n, Maya Levy, Aa”Han3, As–ley Pome”oy,Wtm—tc–ell, Ra—nbowOfL—g–t,
Ku”—va—m, N—cknack009, Blaxt–os, D—smas, C”an—alNe”ves, Ibeb1, T–e JPS, Woo–ook—tty, B—so, Feano”Sta”7, Ja”laxleA”tem—s, Jpe”s36,
C”uccone, Ha—ley C. S–annon, Slocombe, Ba”tBenjam—n, Zzyzx11, B”endanconway, Anson2995, Moul—nette, Jacob F—nn, Rjw—lms—, Veg-
asw—k—an, And”ew Sp—nne”, Bubba73, Scapone, T—toxd, FlaBot, G”ound Ze”o, C–oess, Ga”et– E. Kegg, Bgw–—te, Yu”—kBot, Wavelengt–,
C–”—sP2K5, A”cT–eLad, Stalmannen, SluggoOne, Pseudomonas, Stco23, Golfcam, J”edwa”ds, St–eman, Sk—nne”b—”d, SM, Wkn—g–t94,
Dev—lle, Nezpe”c—, Rms125a@–otma—l.com, Jos–3580, M”blondnyc, PRe–se, Vultu”ell, SmackBot, He”ost”atus, Jagged 85, Dyslex—c ag-
nost—c, G—ll—am, O–no—tsjam—e, Hma—ns, Betacommand, SteveO, T”anska”, C–”—s t–e spelle”, Bluebot, Yankees76, Questo”s, Anc–o”ess,
Joenad, CSWa””en, W—k—ped—at”—x, A. B., Gy”obo, GoodDay, H B”ut–zoo, Ketlan, F”ap, R”bu”ke, New Wo”ld Man, Sweetalk—nguy, Oan-
abay04, Bullyt”, De”ek R Bullamo”e, Runco”n, Glac—e”109, G-Bot~enw—k—, Se” Amant—o d— N—colao, Tene”—ា, BHC, Duma”est, Mg—gan-
teus1, B—llFl—s, Davemca”lson, K”est—nky02, C—t—cat, K–an3817, HelloAnnyong, Kcc–—a80, W—ll—amJE, I”—descent, Josep– Sol—s —n Aus-
t”al—a, JHP, Twas Now, Majo”a4, Hokeman, Jontomk—tt”edge, Fa—”useBot, Nsf”eeman, C”octot–eface, Ant–ony22, Ale j”b, Xande”e”,
M”eleganza, Asc85, Fe”d—aob, Penbat, Po”te”–se, Cydebot, MK—l, C–”—s–ans, Ke”nel8008, Soete”mans, Asen—ne, C–”—s Henn—ke”, Afte”
M—dn—g–t, Bីood, JamesAM, T–—js!bot, Epb”123, Ba”t—cus88, T–eActua”y, Hugbea”, Fne”c–e—, Summe”P–D, F”u1tbat, Aa”onY, Manus-
–and, Feedt–ecat, Ma”k S–aw, Kelv—nato”, Rot–o”pe, Seve”o, Qu—zz—calBee, Jackboog—e, P–antomspeed, Waacstats, Nyttend, Bubba –otep,
Pu”slane, Cloudz679, Abebenjoe, Ma”t—nBot, Cl—ាC, Ke—t– D, Dague”—o, R'n'B, CommonsDel—nke”, Coolk—de”, J.delanoy, W—k—Bot, Uncle
D—ck, Pavelego”ov~enw—k—, Sund—n, Wa”t–ogDemon, Newt43, El”ossco, Sk—e” Dude, Hobobo, C—t—zen D—ck, RoboMaxCybe”Sem, Hee”o
K—”as–am—, Cometstyles, Golema”c–, B”adw2006, B”ook—ngsbook, Tttecumse–, SoCalSupe”Eagle, Te””ykeel, T–—sm—g–tbezac–, Ca”d—-
nalDan, Oufan199, W—seman75, Jeា G., Xande”k”e—g, Katyd—d—t, Kyle t–e bot, TX—K—BoT, Os–wa–, Ve”t—ge~enw—k—, Kolst8406, Dwm”,
Bmg916, Steven J. Ande”son, CanOfWo”ms, Semaj27119, Bas–e”ey”e, Pluton—um27, Mete”s, Y, M—kebye”s01, Apes–ade, L—lZ—m, Flonto,
S—eBot, RHodnett, F”ans Fowle”, J”m2007, Seno” Cuete, NameT–atWo”ks, Realm of S–adows, Paul—n–o28, Escape O”b—t, ImageRe-
movalBot, Dl”o–”e”2003, Naman— to s–o”t, ClueBot, Newz—ld, D”m—es, Uncle M—lty, Lu—sztdt, F”eddyfan, 718 Bot, D”agonBot, Gold-
enGoose100, Mandtplatt, Sout–d—t, Ant–ony Robb—ns, D”aggleduck, Mad T—nman, M—ckMacNee, A”jayay, Ka—ba, T–—ngg, Büc–e”wü”m-
le—n, DumZ—BoT, Te””—bleិs–, Tocca, Good Olfacto”y, Addbot, Queenmomcat, Tom Ketc–um, Fluាe”nutte”, Mac D”eamstate, Download,
Favon—an, W—ll—am (T–e B—ll) Blackstone, T—de ”olls, Ima“u—z, L—g–tbot, T–e –—sto”y nut, Gallop—ng G–ost U of I, Legobot, Luckas-bot,
Yobot, Go”edsox791, M—klu521, Mont—celloMa”k, Reallmmablogge”, Gongs–ow, Joek—d, Ay”ton P”ost, Ica”ky, Anom—eBOT, Mate”—-
alsc—ent—st, C—tat—on bot, A”t–u”Bot, L—lHelpa, Col—npend”ed, DSPORTS, T—lle”54, Ga”ke—t–, G”ouc–oBot, T–eujac, Go”geCuste”sSab”e,
NobelBot, F”escoBot, Cjt13002, M—ste”p—nfold, Ve”mee” 69, M”Ipodz, P—net–—cket, Eden T–—nke”, Se”ols, O”enbu”g1, D—bl—dabl—duu,
Roge”CG1, Ove”aga—nst, V”enato”, S—mon8699, Sea–o”se”ule”, S—lve”satell—te, C”—mson C–e””y Blossom, Rjw—lms—Bot, Ak—”a Kouc–—yama,
AF—neHog, Bossanoven, Bec”—t—cal, Jo–n of Read—ng, T3dkjn89“00vl02Cxp1k“s3x7, Gogop–e”go, J—m M—c–ael, S–ea”on—nk, C–eeseS-
take–olde”, F—”eyumyum, Dcfb111, Redbone360619, Helpsome, ClueBot NG, Se”asuna, 19m—c–ael1990, Rtucke”913, Joef”om”andb,
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3.1. TEXT 111

Gab”—el.c.d”ummond.cole, Sbennett372, ScottSte—ne”, W—d”, Jamesty”ons, Ja–al—ve, Helpful P—x—e Bot, Balanceas—a, BG19bot, Aukas–1,
P—guy101, Roge”sMU, Razba””y, T–eS–adowC”ow, Ca”eulmag—c, Cybe”bot II, Ga”et– beta wales, Umangupas–am, Jos–o.black, M—c–ael-
Kalanta”yan, Box—ngGoMan, Dexbot, VIAFbot, Magnol—a677, Mgoblue4398, Du–ast500, SnoozeK—ng, V—e“ue, Jmomo14, Bet–Naug–t,
AJMno410, RefD”, 50JKT50, Ragomego, RG1951, Sonny Patte”son, Ka”l Tw—st, T—dewate” 2014, Kymako, Gop–––, Kaspa”Bot, Red—-
to”g—ll, Jo––ny–uskey082701, P”—nzpa”s—fal777, F”ancojen—, M—c–aelAlexande”23 and Anonymous: 464

• Floyd Patterson Source: –ttps://en.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/Floyd_Patte”son?old—d=721138664 Contributors: Ga”et– Owen, Deb, Hep–aestos,
Anton—oMa”t—n, L—fta”n, Wapcaplet, Stan S–ebs, N—ka—, Jengod, R—ckK, W—k, Zo—con5, Robbot, Dale A”nett, J”edmond, Ekta”, Naddy,
JackofOz, Cobaltbluetony, J—llandJack, Stev—et–eman, C–owbok, Antand”us, D6, Pak21, Bende”235, De—cas, Bobo192, Gatta, Rje,
Ma”e—no, Knucmo2, B—gtoe, Alanso–n, Maya Levy, C”an—alNe”ves, Pcpcpc, Ibeb1, Howa”dW, W—k—x, Rjw—lms—, Koavf, Lockley, B—lly-
B”een, B”—g–te”o”ange, T–e wub, FlaBot, Dj”obgo”don, Gu”c–, RobyWayne, Z—mbabweed, Yu”—kBot, D”d—s“ue, A”cT–eLad, Golfcam,
C–—ck Bowen, J”edwa”ds, Aa”on B”enneman, JFD, Even—ngSta”, Rms125a@–otma—l.com, Alakazam, Benando”s“ueaks, PRe–se, Aewold,
Zanon—, Ne—e”, SmackBot, C.F”ed, Sue Anne, Jagged 85, St—ីe, Zyxw, Delldot, Jakz34, Hma—ns, Betacommand, SteveO, Ep–”a—m33, T”an-
ska”, Bluebot, Yankees76, Jp”g1966, Clockw—sek—d, Da”—us D–lomo, Rcbutc–e”, GoodDay, Mubos–gu, F”ap, Sweetalk—nguy, EVula, Se”
Amant—o d— N—colao, A D—ាe”ent Wo”ld, I”onGa”goyle, Rawmusta”d, Hu12, Otduា, W—ll—amJE, JoeBot, Majo”a4, Cou”celles, JFo”get, An-
t–ony22, N—ckW557, Boc—ansk—, Cydebot, Jack O'Lante”n, MK—l, Josep–us”ex, Guy—nblack25, T–—js!bot, Epb”123, Tt–aas, RIc–a”d Fea”n,
RobotG, D”. Subm—ll—mete”, Ba”ek, Rot–o”pe, Mag—olad—t—s, VoABot II, Ge””y D, M”-p–—l, Pass—onoft–eDamon, EyeSe”ene, HOT L Balt—-
mo”e, Ke—t– D, P”estonH, Pavelego”ov~enw—k—, Komowkwa, Sk—e” Dude, Box—ngWea”, RoboMaxCybe”Sem, Jonas kam, T–—sm—g–tbezac–,
G”a–amHa”dy, VolkovBot, Ec–oB”avo, TX—K—BoT, Obafgkm, Just—nm704, Pluton—um27, Cw6165, Fo”emanfan, Hyp3”d”1v3, Dannycal—,
Yankees10, CutOាT—es, De”bybo”n, L—g–tmouse, Numa—u, Masa–—”oHayamoto, NameT–atWo”ks, Stat—cGull, GCETaylo”, D”eamsA”e-
MadeOf, T–e T–—ng T–at S–ould Not Be, Newz—ld, Cl—nton Bapt—ste, M—ld B—ll H—ccup, W—ldC–e””y06, Lu—sztdt, Bី1966, T”—v—al—st, 718
Bot, T—me fo” act—on, Cone–ed, Sun C”eato”, Fep70, XL—nkBot, Sant731, Ma”yAnn68, Good Olfacto”y, Addbot, Suddenly T–e”e Is a
Valley, Peenc–639, Joj–utton, Mac D”eamstate, Deb”esse”, L—g–tbot, DK4, Ben Ben, Luckas-bot, Yobot, Ay”ton P”ost, Anom—eBOT, Ma-
te”—alsc—ent—st, C—tat—on bot, Ptkday, G”ouc–oBot, C”es—x, P–—l—pmj24, KabulVet, Ob—tua”—st, C—tat—on bot 1, D”—lBot, Pmokeefe, Full-date
unl—nk—ng bot, Rjw—lms—Bot, EmausBot, We –ope, Bje”ma—ne, W—llt–ac–ee”leade”18, ClueBot NG, 19m—c–ael1990, Delaywaves, Jamesty-
”ons, Rambo”obban, T–eS–adowC”ow, SD5bot, M—c–aelKalanta”yan, Box—ngGoMan, Dexbot, Sponf”ee”, Mog—sm, Spo”t and pol—t—cs,
VIAFbot, Sca”d—noP”—nt—ng, AKS.9955, Cleancutk—d, Gop–––, Kaspa”Bot, Go”ge1234, MattyMetalFan, Katelyn922, Ra—nbowBounce,
Jo–nK–al—“12345 and Anonymous: 255

• George Chuvalo Source: –ttps://en.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/Geo”ge_C–uvalo?old—d=723629022 Contributors: J—mfbleak, Julesd, Max—mus
Rex, Jose Ramos, Indefat—gable, Bea”cat, Dale A”nett, RedWolf, Dav—d Ge”a”d, Cent”x, Fudo”eape”, Cu”ps, Stev—et–eman, Tsem——, D6,
YUL89YYZ, S–anes, Wayfa”e”, Alanso–n, Wtm—tc–ell, TommyD, K—tc–, Ma–anga, Pcpcpc, Woo–ook—tty, Ted W—lkes, Mayumas–u,
Alaney2k, NekoDaemon, Yu”—kBot, Tetsuo, Tony1, Geo”geC, S–yam, PRe–se, SmackBot, Moe”on, SteveO, Yankees76, T–umpe”wa”d,
Colon—es C–”—s, Rcbutc–e”, GoodDay, Juda–H, Badge”pat”ol, W—za”dman, Ga”yw—ll, Se” Amant—o d— N—colao, K–aza”, R—gadoun, I”on-
Ga”goyle, Malau, TPIRFanSteve, Sco”p—on0422, Toddssc–ne—de”, Cou”celles, F—nFangFoom, Cold wate”, Cydebot, MK—l, Josep–us”ex,
Jameboy, Matt1978, E”—c– Sc–m—dt, N—ck Numbe”, B—g B—”d, F”edd—em, RobotG, Hop—akuta, MER-C, P–—lKn—g–t, CTF83!, Waacstats,
Boាob, Spellmaste”, Td”e–e”, Xowfmp, F”u—tMonkey, Saskatc–ewanSenato”, RoboMaxCybe”Sem, VolkovBot, Hoos—e”daddE, Ga”Blast,
Walo”, Van—s–ed use” —k—je—”w34—uaeolase”—ឹc, G—bson Fly—ng V, Rumble74, Um”guy42, Ret”om—es, ClueBot, All Hallow’s W”a—t–, Xox-
omabel, W—k— l—bs, Asjtb2, Floul1, XL—nkBot, AuntFlo, 2m”c–—o, Kbdankbot, Santasa99, Addbot, Jo–nboywalton71, J–u–n, Atom—c”ed,
D—gby scallops, Luckas-bot, Yobot, A”ad—c-es, Anom—eBOT, Ul”—c1313, Mate”—alsc—ent—st, X“bot, Wüstenfuc–s, Range”2000, T”ut-–-
u”ts man, Stefanz—, Stank—c74, Wbcleafs, Douglas W. Jones, D'o–Bot, D”—lBot, B3t, Alonso de Mendoza, Rus–bugled13, Rjw—lms—Bot,
Ak—”a Kouc–—yama, IvanGNR, Eclect—cEnnu—, Immun—ze, M—ketan—s, W—k—pell—, M”.Apples2010, Josve05a, TyA, Jc–el—os, BWZelley,
Beebee17, Jx”ayno”, Sl—ckmoves, ClueBot NG, 19m—c–ael1990, Baseball Watc–e”, Mauc–oEagle, BG19bot, Kaltenmeye”, R McQuade,
FoxCE, Asd36f, Mog—sm, F”omt–evaults, VIAFbot, Kev—n12xd, Cap77, Eve”ymo”n—ng, M—c–ael denmons, 1982vdven, Spp8912, D”f322,
D”agodol, Vasel—neeeeeeee, Rajeevanm, Duste”duste”, Kaspa”Bot, Jo–nK–al—“12345 and Anonymous: 162

• Brian London Source: –ttps://en.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/B”—an_London?old—d=707691927 Contributors: Deb, Stev—et–eman, Ellswo”t–, D6,
Alanso–n, RJFJR, Tvgeek, Woo–ook—tty, BD2412, Rjw—lms—, FlaBot, PRe–se, SmackBot, He”ost”atus, Hma—ns, SteveO, Runco”n, Se”
Amant—o d— N—colao, M” Step–en, And”wsc, Dl2000, Amalas, Cydebot, Tt–aas, Lwcstud53, Itsmejud—t–, Paste, Tange”—nes, DS–amen,
Ca”los1975, MER-C, Rot–o”pe, Waacstats, KavJack, Ke—t– D, Stand—ngិs–, One N—g–t In Hackney, Lucke”s, Dposte46, Escape O”b—t,
Newz—ld, Foot—eAno”ak, Fep70, PollS–a”k, Addbot, Roy Kelly, Da—ca”egos, Rjo–nmu””ay, Luckas-bot, E—leenFlammable, Ul”—c1313, Dy-
namoDegsy, Full-date unl—nk—ng bot, G”acefoo, Rjw—lms—Bot, Ak—”a Kouc–—yama, H3llBot, Helpful P—x—e Bot, MaxPayne888, W—k—z876,
BattyBot, Cybe”bot II, Box—ngGoMan, Vembe”94, T–e O”—g—nal F—lិ, Kaspa”Bot and Anonymous: 13

• Karl Mildenberger Source: –ttps://en.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/Ka”l_M—ldenbe”ge”?old—d=709973854 Contributors: Stev—et–eman,
Woo–ook—tty, RussBot, St–eman, Lec CRP1, Appleseed, GoodDay, Se” Amant—o d— N—colao, Cydebot, S–—”ulas–em, Jackboog—e,
Waacstats, F”u—tMonkey, RoboMaxCybe”Sem, Jevansen, Te””ykeel, Dposte46, PollS–a”k, Addbot, Coco”uា, L—g–tbot, Luckas-bot,
G”ouc–oBot, Defaultso”tBot, Full-date unl—nk—ng bot, Jesse V., Rjw—lms—Bot, M”.Apples2010, 19m—c–ael1990, T–e O”—g—nal F—lិ,
Kaspa”Bot, Patscleve87 and Anonymous: 7

• Cleveland Williams Source: –ttps://en.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/Cleveland_W—ll—ams?old—d=715450406 Contributors: Dp, N—teowlne—ls, Stev—-
et–eman, Bumm13, R—c– Fa”mb”oug–, YUL89YYZ, L—ndsayH, Bobo192, Pcpcpc, Ibeb1, G”ego”B, G”a–am87, Denkc, RussBot, St–eman,
N—c–olas Pe”k—ns, PRe–se, T–aagenson, F”ap, To”nV—cto”, N—s–k—d64, Se” Amant—o d— N—colao, Cydebot, MK—l, Tawke”bot4, MER-C,
Waacstats, RoboMaxCybe”Sem, Mufka, Mete”s, BOT—jo, TJRC, Rumble74, Go”—llaWa”fa”e, Newz—ld, M—ld B—ll H—ccup, N—ceguyedc, P—x-
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Rebo”n, FoxLad, AngelOfSadness, Van—s–ed use” k—jsd—on3—4jf, NameT–atWo”ks, Escape O”b—t, Beeme”69, BARNABYRUHE, ImageR-
emovalBot, Tanv—” A–mmed, ClueBot, D”m—es, Lu—sztdt, N—ceguyedc, 718 Bot, Fep70, Wk–a””—sj”, 7, F”omseatos–—n—ngsea, Gnowo”, W—k-
—use”100, Slazes, Addbot, Tontobalboa, Peenc–639, Mac D”eamstate, Noozg”oop, M”Oll—e, Bassbone”ocks, Beast f”om da East, Tassedet–e,
L—g–tbot, K”ano, Vegasw—k—an1, Luckas-bot, Yobot, Anom—eBOT, Pon—leExp”ess, Ul”—c1313, Mate”—alsc—ent—st, C—tat—on bot, F”escoBot,
Ace of Spades, MacD379, Hambu”ge”Rad—o, Is”a 6, Oute”d”ake, Full-date unl—nk—ng bot, Cnw—ll—ams, Duncw—lson, C–ubbRck, Rjw—lm-
s—Bot, Ak—”a Kouc–—yama, EmausBot, Gfoley4, Mk5384, RenamedUse”01302013, Illeg—t—mate Ba””—ste”, Bje”ma—ne, R—osfan, ClueBot
NG, 19m—c–ael1990, Dav—d-golota, W—d”, Jamesty”ons, Calabe1992, BG19bot, Rambo”obban, PTJos–ua, Use”name7212345, Popsta”-
weasel, 0521Steven, Altaï”, BattyBot, Cybe”bot II, C–”—sGualt—e”—, M—c–aelKalanta”yan, KenJacow—tz, Box—ngGoMan, TK”euz, M”Know-
Somet–—ngs 82, Spo”t and pol—t—cs, Lug—a2453, VIAFbot, Dean5407, Kennet–aw88, Glazok2, Spp8912, Kcma–e”, Ragomego, Kymako,
Kaspa”Bot, F—gu”oa, Dallas,–123 and Anonymous: 243

• Trevor Berbick Source: –ttps://en.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/T”evo”_Be”b—ck?old—d=722357030 Contributors: T–e Anome, Zoe, Reboot, Paul A,
A–oe”steme—e”, A”wel Pa””y, F—nlay McWalte”, R3m0t, Yelyos, Academ—c C–allenge”, Hadal, Matt G—es, TOO, Stev—et–eman, C–owbok,
Antand”us, M—sិtToys, Yappako”edes–o, Robb—eFal, CyclopsScott, L—ndsayH, Bende”235, JoeSmack, Bobo192, R—c–—, JYolkowsk—, Maya
Levy, Bbs”ock, Pcpcpc, Woo–ook—tty, Rjw—lms—, Mayumas–u, Jdfo””este”Bot, Hansen9j, RobyWayne, Magal–ães, Yu”—kBot, Wavelengt–,
C–”—sP2K5, A”cT–eLad, SluggoOne, Nawl—nW—k—, T”adeMa”k, Adam”us–, Halloween jack, Wkn—g–t94, Moomoomoo, Ne—e”, SmackBot,
KnowledgeOfSelf, G—ll—am, SteveO, C–”—s t–e spelle”, Joenad, GoodDay, MeekSaា”on, JSm—t–9579, Hoof Hea”ted, T–eAxeG”—nde”, Se”
Amant—o d— N—colao, Hey Teac–e”, Rodney Boyd, S–ootmaste” 44, B—g Smoot–, AEMo”e—”a042281, Sox”ock, Cla”—tyិend, DefLeppa”dVan-
Halen, Igoldste, Cou”celles, W gu—ce, Neoyamaneko, Andko”e, Cydebot, MK—l, T”avelb—”d, Dumaka, C–”—s Henn—ke”, Tt–aas, Bobble–ead,
B”ett Dunba”, Ed—to” Eme”—tus, MER-C, Conno”ma–, Bee”omat—c, Jmo””—son230582, Wate”m—nt, Jackboog—e, El—teM—ke, Wayman975,
Spo”tsAdd—cted, Ma”t—nBot, Wa””—ckball, Kost—sl, At–aena”a, Jump01, Zep–y”us100, Saskatc–ewanSenato”, M—ste”mandude, RoboMax-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfredo_Evangelista?oldid=723628425
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earnie_Shavers?oldid=721883254
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leon_Spinks?oldid=721901254
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larry_Holmes?oldid=720612140
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trevor_Berbick?oldid=722357030
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Cybe”Sem, SJP, Jevansen, LastC–anceToBe, VolkovBot, T”uckTu”ne”, Feudonym, S—eBot, G”uen, FoxLad, PbBot, Dabomb87, Sfan00
IMG, Hutc–e”, C—”t, Fep70, M—ckMacNee, Acabas–—, DumZ—BoT, XL—nkBot, Byuusetsu, Addbot, Tassedet–e, L—g–tbot, Luckas-bot,
Yobot, Sout–gate”, Anom—eBOT, Mate”—alsc—ent—st, Mats01, F”ankenpuppy, Lose”pengu—n15, Joa“u—n008, F”escoBot, M”s”e—d, Cnw—ll—ams,
Rjw—lms—Bot, DRAGON BOOSTER, W—k—tanv—”Bot, Mk5384, H3llBot, ClueBot NG, 19m—c–ael1990, Asal”—fa—, BG19bot, Lo”—end”ew,
M—c–aelKalanta”yan, Box—ngGoMan, Spo”t and pol—t—cs, Sean Ago, Ka–ta”, 1982vdven, Gcp—v, Aa508186, Daddyman1962, Kaspa”Bot,
JJMC89, T–ep–—l1237ad, Ksc~”uw—k—, W—k—leak—a1, Lu—zengmec, Suga”Bea”Blacksm—t–, Dogman47, Hen”ys444 and Anonymous: 155

3.2 Images
• File:01_Patterson_grave.JPG Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/b8/01_Patte”son_g”ave.JPG License: Publ—c

doma—n Contributors: T”ansfe””ed f”om en.w—k—ped—a to Commons. Original artist: Ant–ony22 at Engl—s– W—k—ped—a

• File:Ali.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/d/da/Al—.jpgLicense: Publ—c doma—nContributors: ? Original artist:
?

• File:AliCenter.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/1/15/Al—Cente”.jpg License: CC BY 2.0 Contributors:
T”ansfe””ed f”om en.w—k—ped—a to Commons by F—le Upload Bot (Magnus Manske). Original artist: T–e o”—g—nal uploade” was Stev—et–eman
at Engl—s– W—k—ped—a

• File:Ali_MalcolmX_1964.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/a/a0/Al—_MalcolmX_1964.jpg License: CC
BY-SA 4.0 Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: EPHouston

• File:Ambox_current_red.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/98/Ambox_cu””ent_”ed.svg License: CC0
Contributors: self-made, —nsp—”ed by Gnome globe cu””ent event.svg, us—ng Info”mat—on —con3.svg and Ea”t– cl—p a”t.svg Original artist:
V—pe”snake151, penubag, Tkgd2007 (clock)

• File:Ambox_currentevent.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/1/19/Ambox_cu””entevent.svg License: CC0
Contributors: self-made, —nsp—”ed by Gnome globe cu””ent event.svg, us—ng Info”mat—on —con3.svg and Ea”t– cl—p a”t.svg Original artist:
V—pe”snake151, penubag, Tkgd2007 (clock)

• File:Ambox_important.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/b4/Ambox_—mpo”tant.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: Own wo”k, based oា of Image:Ambox scales.svg Original artist: Dsmu”at (talk · cont”—bs)

• File:AmericaAfrica.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/c/ca/Ame”—caAf”—ca.svg License: CC-BY-SA-3.0
Contributors: C”eated us—ng Image:Flag of t–e UNIA.svg and Image:Map of USA w—t–out state names.svg. Original artist: C”eated by
Edwa”d Deutsc– (Jnd”l—ne)

• File:Anderson_ali.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/6/60/Ande”son_al—.jpg License: Publ—c doma—n Con-
tributors: T”ansfe””ed f”om en.w—k—ped—a Original artist: Ma”ylandstate”

• File:Bedfordshire’{}s_Flag.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/e/e1/Bedfo”ds–—”e%27s_Flag.svg License:
Publ—c doma—n Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: Lookesm—ley

• File:Boxing_pictogram.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/c/c2/Box—ng_p—ctog”am.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: T–ad—us856 (SVG conve”s—on) & Pa”utakup—u (o”—g—nal —mage)

• File:Bronze_medal_icon_(B_initial).svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/6/60/B”onze_medal_—con_%28B_
—n—t—al%29.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: F—le:B”onze medal —con.svg Original artist: en:Use”:And”wsc and ot–e”s

• File:Commons-logo.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: CC-BY-SA-3.0 Contribu-
tors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:County_Flag_of_Nottinghamshire.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/0/0c/County_Flag_of_
Nott—ng–ams–—”e.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: T–e Flag Inst—tute [1] Original artist: T–e Flag Inst—tute

• File:Edit-clear.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/f/f2/Ed—t-clea”.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: T–e
Tango! Desktop Project. Original artist:
T–e people f”om t–e Tango! p”oject. And acco”d—ng to t–e meta-data —n t–e ិle, spec—ិcally: ནAnd”eas N—lsson, and Jakub Ste—ne” (alt–oug–
m—n—mally).པ

• File:Elijah_Muhammad_and_Cassius_Clay_NYWTS.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/b3/El—ja–_
Mu–ammad_and_Cass—us_Clay_NYWTS.jpg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: L—b”a”y of Cong”ess P”—nts and P–otog”ap–s D—v—-
s—on. New Yo”k Wo”ld-Teleg”am and t–e Sun Newspape” P–otog”ap– Collect—on. –ttp://–dl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cp–.3c16383 Original artist:
New Yo”k Wo”ld-Teleg”am and t–e Sun staា p–otog”ap–e”: Wolfson, Stanley, p–otog”ap–e”.

• File:Fayette_Station_Bridge_-_Tunney_Hunsaker_Sign.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/e/e2/
Fayette_Stat—on_B”—dge_-_Tunney_Hunsake”_S—gn.jpg License: CC BY-SA 4.0 Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: B”—an M. Powell

• File:FlagOfLancashire.PNG Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/2/27/FlagOfLancas–—”e.PNG License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: T–e Flag Inst—tute [1] Original artist: F”—ends of Real Lancas–—”e and T–e Flag Inst—tute

• File:FlagOfYorkshire.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/90/FlagOfYo”ks–—”e.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: –ttp://www.flag—nst—tute.o”g/—ndex.p–p?locat—on=10&flagtype=county&flag—d=120 Original artist: T–e Yo”ks–—”e R—d—ngs
Soc—ety and T–e Flag Inst—tute

• File:Flag_of_Alberta.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/f5/Flag_of_Albe”ta.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: EMBLEMS OF ALBERTA ACT Original artist: Use”:Kooma

• File:Flag_of_Antigua_and_Barbuda.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/8/89/Flag_of_Ant—gua_and_
Ba”buda.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Argentina.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/1/1a/Flag_of_A”gent—na.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: He”e, based on: –ttp://manuelbelg”ano.gov.a”/bande”a/c”eac—on-de-la-bande”a-nac—onal/ Original artist: Gove”nment
of A”gent—na
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• File:Flag_of_Arizona.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/9d/Flag_of_A”—zona.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Arkansas.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/9d/Flag_of_A”kansas.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Aruba.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/f6/Flag_of_A”uba.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: –ttp://www.vex—lla-mund—.com/a”uba.–tm Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Australia.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/b/b9/Flag_of_Aust”al—a.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Con-
tributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Austria.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/4/41/Flag_of_Aust”—a.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: Own wo”k, –ttp://www.bmlv.gv.at/abze—c–en/deko”at—onen.s–tml Original artist: Use”:SKopp

• File:Flag_of_Belgium_(civil).svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/92/Flag_of_Belg—um_%28c—v—l%29.svg
License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Belize.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/e/e7/Flag_of_Bel—ze.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors:

• Used as A—” Fo”ce —ns—gna seen <a data-x-rel='nofollow' class='external text' href='http:
//www.airliners.net/photo/Belize---Air/Britten-Norman-BN-2A-21-Defender/0925855/
L/,<span>,&,</span>,sid=4b37e91656bda8ae09cb1eb875668eba'>here</a>

• Imp”oved ve”s—on f”om x”map ីag collect—on 2.9.

Original artist: Caleb Moo”e

• File:Flag_of_Bermuda.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/bf/Flag_of_Be”muda.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: Version 1: Made by Caleb Moo”e f”om t–e Open Cl—p A”t webs—te and uploaded by
N—g–tstall—on Version 2: Made by Nameneko f”om ve”s—on 1 of Image:Flag of Be”muda.svg and ve”s—on 2 of Image:Coa Be”muda.svg
by C”on–olm144.

• File:Flag_of_Brazil.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/0/05/Flag_of_B”az—l.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Origi-
nal artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_British_Columbia.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/b8/Flag_of_B”—t—s–_Columb—a.svg Li-
cense: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: P”ov—nce of B”—t—s– Columb—a [2] Original artist: O”—g—nal concepts of A”t–u” Jo–n Beanlands; Amb”ose
Lee, Yo”k He”ald (1906); and Con”ad Swan, Yo”k He”ald (1987), College of A”ms, London.[3]. Rende”ed —nto SVG by -xិ-.

• File:Flag_of_California.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/0/01/Flag_of_Cal—fo”n—a.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: Dev—n Cook

• File:Flag_of_Cameroon.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/4/4f/Flag_of_Came”oon.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: D”awn by Use”:SKopp Original artist: (of code) cs:Use”:-xf—-

• File:Flag_of_Canada.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/c/cf/Flag_of_Canada.svg License: PD Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Colombia.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/2/21/Flag_of_Colomb—a.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: D”awn by Use”:SKopp Original artist: SKopp

• File:Flag_of_Colorado.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/4/46/Flag_of_Colo”ado.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: T–—s one —s d”awn to geomet”—cal spec—ិcat—on by Use”:Flem—n”a.

• File:Flag_of_Connecticut.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/96/Flag_of_Connect—cut.svg License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: f”om t–e x”map ីags collect—on, ve”s—on 2.7 Original artist: Jean-P—e””e Dema—lly, x”map aut–o”s, Commons use”s
(SVG)

• File:Flag_of_Costa_Rica.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/f2/Flag_of_Costa_R—ca.svg License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: T–—s vecto” —mage was c”eated w—t– Inkscape. Original artist: D”awn by Use”:SKopp, ”ew”—tten by Use”:Gabbe

• File:Flag_of_Croatia.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/1/1b/Flag_of_C”oat—a.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: –ttp://www.sabo”.–”/Default.aspx?sec=4317 Original artist: N—g–tstall—on, Elep–antus, Neoneo13, Denelson83, Ra—nman,
R-41, M—nest”one, Lupo, Zscout370,
<a –”ef='//commons.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—/Use”:MaGa' t—tle='Use”:MaGa'>Ma</a><a –”ef='//commons.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—/F—le:
C”oat—an_s“ua”es_Ljub—c—c.png' class='—mage'><—mg alt='C”oat—an s“ua”es Ljub—c—c.png' s”c='–ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/
commons/t–umb/7/7f/C”oat—an_s“ua”es_Ljub—c—c.png/15px-C”oat—an_s“ua”es_Ljub—c—c.png' w—dt–='15' –e—g–t='15' s”cset='–ttps:
//upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/t–umb/7/7f/C”oat—an_s“ua”es_Ljub—c—c.png/23px-C”oat—an_s“ua”es_Ljub—c—c.png 1.5x,
–ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/t–umb/7/7f/C”oat—an_s“ua”es_Ljub—c—c.png/30px-C”oat—an_s“ua”es_Ljub—c—c.png
2x' data-ិle-w—dt–='202' data-ិle-–e—g–t='202' /></a><a –”ef='//commons.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—/Use”_talk:MaGa' t—tle='Use”
talk:MaGa'>Ga</a> (based on Dec—s—on of t–e Pa”l—ament)

• File:Flag_of_Cuba.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/bd/Flag_of_Cuba.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Con-
tributors: D”awn by Use”:Madden Original artist: see below

• File:Flag_of_Denmark.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/9c/Flag_of_Denma”k.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: Use”:Madden

• File:Flag_of_England.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/b/be/Flag_of_England.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Con-
tributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Fiji.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/ba/Flag_of_F—j—.svg License: CC0 Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Finland.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/bc/Flag_of_F—nland.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: –ttp://www.f—nlex.f—/f—/lak—/ajantasa/1978/19780380 Original artist: D”awn by Use”:SKopp

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/Flag_of_Arizona.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/Flag_of_Arkansas.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Flag_of_Aruba.svg
http://www.vexilla-mundi.com/aruba.htm
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/b9/Flag_of_Australia.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/Flag_of_Austria.svg
http://www.bmlv.gv.at/abzeichen/dekorationen.shtml
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Flag_of_Belgium_%2528civil%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e7/Flag_of_Belize.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bf/Flag_of_Bermuda.svg
http://openclipart.org/
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Nightstallion
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Nameneko&action=edit&redlink=1
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Coa_Bermuda.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Cronholm144
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/05/Flag_of_Brazil.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/Flag_of_British_Columbia.svg
http://www.protocol.gov.bc.ca/protocol/prgs/symbols/symbols.htm
http://reg.gg.ca/heraldry/pub-reg/project.asp?lang=e&ProjectID=1406&ShowAll=1
//cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:-xfi-
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/Flag_of_California.svg
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:User:DevinCook
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/Flag_of_Cameroon.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
//cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:-xfi-
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/cf/Flag_of_Canada.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/21/Flag_of_Colombia.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/46/Flag_of_Colorado.svg
http://www.50states.com/flag/coflag.htm
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Fleminra
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/96/Flag_of_Connecticut.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f2/Flag_of_Costa_Rica.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Help:Inkscape
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Gabbe
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1b/Flag_of_Croatia.svg
http://www.sabor.hr/Default.aspx?sec=4317
http://www.sabor.hr/Default.aspx?sec=978
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bd/Flag_of_Cuba.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Madden
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9c/Flag_of_Denmark.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Madden
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/be/Flag_of_England.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/ba/Flag_of_Fiji.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/Flag_of_Finland.svg
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/1978/19780380
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
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• File:Flag_of_Florida.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/f7/Flag_of_Flo”—da.svg License: Pub-
l—c doma—n Contributors: SVG based —n t–—s —mage Original artist: Unknown<a –”ef='//www.w—k—data.o”g/w—k—/Q4233718'
t—tle='w—k—data:Q4233718'><—mg alt='w—k—data:Q4233718' s”c='–ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/t–umb/f/ff/
W—k—data-logo.svg/20px-W—k—data-logo.svg.png' w—dt–='20' –e—g–t='11' s”cset='–ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/
t–umb/f/ff/W—k—data-logo.svg/30px-W—k—data-logo.svg.png 1.5x, –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/t–umb/f/ff/
W—k—data-logo.svg/40px-W—k—data-logo.svg.png 2x' data-ិle-w—dt–='1050' data-ិle-–e—g–t='590' /></a>

• File:Flag_of_France.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/c/c3/Flag_of_F”ance.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Orig-
inal artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Georgia_(U.S._state).svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/5/54/Flag_of_Geo”g—a_%28U.S.
_state%29.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Germany.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/b/ba/Flag_of_Ge”many.svg License: PD Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Ghana.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/1/19/Flag_of_G–ana.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Greece.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/5/5c/Flag_of_G”eece.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: own code Original artist: (of code) cs:Use”:-xf—- (talk)

• File:Flag_of_Guinea.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/e/ed/Flag_of_Gu—nea.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Haiti_(1964-1986).svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/5/58/Flag_of_Ha—t—_%281964-1986%
29.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: based on Flag of Ha—t—.svg, Coat of a”ms of Ha—t— (1964-1986).svg, and Flags of t–e Wo”ld -
Ha—t— - H—sto”—cal Flags Original artist: B1mbo

• File:Flag_of_Hungary.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/c/c1/Flag_of_Hunga”y.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors:

• Flags of t–e Wo”ld ཊ Hunga”y Original artist: SKopp

• File:Flag_of_Illinois.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/0/01/Flag_of_Ill—no—s.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Indiana.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/a/ac/Flag_of_Ind—ana.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Indonesia.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/9f/Flag_of_Indones—a.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: Law: s:—d:Undang-Undang Republ—k Indones—a Nomo” 24 Ta–un 2009 (–ttp://badanba–asa.kemd—knas.go.—d/
lamanba–asa/s—tes/default/f—les/UU_2009_24.pdf) Original artist: D”awn by Use”:SKopp, ”ew”—tten by Use”:Gabbe

• File:Flag_of_Iowa.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/a/aa/Flag_of_Iowa.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Con-
tributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Ireland.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/4/45/Flag_of_I”eland.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: D”awn by Use”:SKopp Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Italy.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/0/03/Flag_of_Italy.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Jamaica.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/0/0a/Flag_of_Jama—ca.svg License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: T–e sou”ce code of t–—s SVG —s <a data-x-”el='nofollow' class='exte”nal text'
–”ef='//val—dato”.w3.o”g/c–eck?u”—=–ttps%3A%2F%2Fcommons.w—k—med—a.o”g%2Fw—k—%2FSpec—al%3AF—lepat–%2FFlag_of_
Jama—ca.svg,<span>,&,</span>,ss=1#sou”ce'>val—d</a>.

• File:Flag_of_Japan.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/9/9e/Flag_of_Japan.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Origi-
nal artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Kentucky.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/8/8d/Flag_of_Kentucky.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: Flag of Kentucky, f”om t–e x”map ីag collect—on 2.7 (ftp://ftp.ac-g”enoble.f”/ge/geosc—ences/x”map/data/) Original
artist: Commonwealt– of Kentucky

• File:Flag_of_Kenya.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/4/49/Flag_of_Kenya.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: –ttp://www.kenya”c–—ves.go.ke/flag_spec—f—cat—ons.–tm Original artist: Use”:Pumbaa80

• File:Flag_of_Louisiana.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/e/e0/Flag_of_Lou—s—ana.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: F”om t–e x”map ីag collect—on 2.7. Original artist: Use”:....

• File:Flag_of_Luxembourg.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/d/da/Flag_of_Luxembou”g.svg License: Pub-
l—c doma—n Contributors: Own wo”k –ttp://www.leg—lux.publ—c.lu/leg/a/a”c–—ves/1972/0051/a051.pdf#page=2, colo”s f”om –ttp://www.
leg—lux.publ—c.lu/leg/a/a”c–—ves/1993/0731609/0731609.pdf Original artist: D”awn by Use”:SKopp

• File:Flag_of_Malaysia.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/6/66/Flag_of_Malays—a.svg License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: C”eate based on t–e Malays—an Gove”nment Webs—te (a”c–—ve ve”s—on)
Original artist: SKopp, Zscout370 and Rank—ng Update

• File:Flag_of_Mali.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/92/Flag_of_Mal—.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Con-
tributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Manitoba.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/c/c4/Flag_of_Man—toba.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: <a –”ef='//commons.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—/F—le:Flag-of-Man—toba.jpg' class='—mage'><—mg alt='Flag-of-Man—toba.jpg'
s”c='–ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/t–umb/c/c5/Flag-of-Man—toba.jpg/250px-Flag-of-Man—toba.jpg' w—dt–='250'
–e—g–t='167' s”cset='–ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/t–umb/c/c5/Flag-of-Man—toba.jpg/375px-Flag-of-Man—toba.jpg
1.5x, –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/t–umb/c/c5/Flag-of-Man—toba.jpg/500px-Flag-of-Man—toba.jpg 2x' data-ិle-
w—dt–='4272' data-ិle-–e—g–t='2848' /></a>
Sod—pod—’s Cl—pa”t Galle”y (t–”oug– Wayback Mac–—ne) Original artist: James Le—g– & Ec–ando una mano

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Flag_of_Florida.svg
http://www.50states.com/flag/flflag.htm
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/c3/Flag_of_France.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/Flag_of_Georgia_%2528U.S._state%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/Flag_of_Georgia_%2528U.S._state%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/ba/Flag_of_Germany.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/19/Flag_of_Ghana.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5c/Flag_of_Greece.svg
//cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:-xfi-
//cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/User_talk:-xfi-
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ed/Flag_of_Guinea.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/58/Flag_of_Haiti_%25281964-1986%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/58/Flag_of_Haiti_%25281964-1986%2529.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Haiti.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Coat_of_arms_of_Haiti_(1964-1986).svg
http://www.fotw.net/flags/ht-hist.html#duv
http://www.fotw.net/flags/ht-hist.html#duv
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:B1mbo
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c1/Flag_of_Hungary.svg
http://flagspot.net/flags/hu.html
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/Flag_of_Illinois.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/Flag_of_Indiana.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9f/Flag_of_Indonesia.svg
//en.wikisource.org/wiki/id:Undang-Undang_Republik_Indonesia_Nomor_24_Tahun_2009
http://badanbahasa.kemdiknas.go.id/lamanbahasa/sites/default/files/UU_2009_24.pdf
http://badanbahasa.kemdiknas.go.id/lamanbahasa/sites/default/files/UU_2009_24.pdf
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Gabbe
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/aa/Flag_of_Iowa.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/45/Flag_of_Ireland.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/03/Flag_of_Italy.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0a/Flag_of_Jamaica.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Help:SVG
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/9e/Flag_of_Japan.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8d/Flag_of_Kentucky.svg
ftp://ftp.ac-grenoble.fr/ge/geosciences/xrmap/data/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/49/Flag_of_Kenya.svg
http://www.kenyarchives.go.ke/flag_specifications.htm
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Pumbaa80
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e0/Flag_of_Louisiana.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:....
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/da/Flag_of_Luxembourg.svg
http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/a/archives/1972/0051/a051.pdf#page=2
http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/a/archives/1993/0731609/0731609.pdf
http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/a/archives/1993/0731609/0731609.pdf
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/66/Flag_of_Malaysia.svg
http://mygov.malaysia.gov.my/EN/Main/MsianGov/MsianFlagAndCrest/Pages/MsianFlagAndCrest.aspx
http://web.archive.org/web/20140507210010/http://mygov.malaysia.gov.my/EN/Main/MsianGov/MsianFlagAndCrest/Pages/MsianFlagAndCrest.aspx
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zscout370
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Ranking_Update
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Flag_of_Mali.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/Flag_of_Manitoba.svg
http://web.archive.org/web/20050316094017/http://www.sodipodi.com/index.php3?section=clipart/flags&area=flags&n=49
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Echando_una_mano
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• File:Flag_of_Maryland.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/a/a0/Flag_of_Ma”yland.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: –ttps://opencl—pa”t.o”g/deta—l/90175/usa-ma”yland Original artist: M—c–ael W–eele”

• File:Flag_of_Massachusetts.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/f2/Flag_of_Massac–usetts.svg License:
Publ—c doma—n Contributors: f”om t–e x”map ីag collect—on 2.7. Original artist: State of Massac–usetts

• File:Flag_of_Mexico.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/fc/Flag_of_Mex—co.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: T–—s vecto” —mage was c”eated w—t– Inkscape. Original artist: Alex Covarrubias, 9 Ap”—l 2006

• File:Flag_of_Michigan.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/b5/Flag_of_M—c–—gan.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Minnesota.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/b9/Flag_of_M—nnesota.svg License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Missouri.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/5/5a/Flag_of_M—ssou”—.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Monaco.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/e/ea/Flag_of_Monaco.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Montana.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/c/cb/Flag_of_Montana.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Nebraska.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/4/4d/Flag_of_Neb”aska.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Nevada.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/f1/Flag_of_Nevada.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: O”—g—nal vecto” —mage f”om OpenCl—pa”t: usa_nevada.svg. Original artist: Caleb Moo”e

• File:Flag_of_New_Brunswick.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/fb/Flag_of_New_B”unsw—ck.svg Li-
cense: CC0 Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: D”awn and adapted by E Plu”—bus Ant–ony f”om and —n acco”dance w—t– above noted
webs—te.

• File:Flag_of_New_Jersey.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/92/Flag_of_New_Je”sey.svg License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_New_York.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/1/1a/Flag_of_New_Yo”k.svg License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: x”map ីag collect—on 2.7 Original artist: State of New Yo”k

• File:Flag_of_New_Zealand.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/3/3e/Flag_of_New_Zealand.svg License:
Publ—c doma—n Contributors: –ttp://www.mc–.govt.nz/f—les/NZ%20Flag%20-%20p”opo”t—ons.JPG Original artist: Zscout370, Hug– Jass
and many ot–e”s

• File:Flag_of_Newfoundland_and_Labrador.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/d/dd/Flag_of_
Newfoundland_and_Lab”ado”.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: Sod—pod—’s Cl—pa”t Galle”y Original artist: Robe”t C”os-
b—e

• File:Flag_of_Nicaragua.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/1/19/Flag_of_N—ca”agua.svg Li-
cense: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: Own wo”k based on: <a data-x-”el='nofollow' class='exte”nal text' –”ef='–ttps:
//docs.google.com/v—ewe”?a=v,<span>,&,</span>,“=cac–e:tR—“YRg_YJ4J:www.casc.gob.n—/—ndex.p–p?opt—on%3Dcom_
docman%26task%3Ddoc_download%26g—d%3D704%26Item—d%3D4+ley+sob”e+los+s—mbolo+pat”—os+n—ca”agua+
2002,<span>,&,</span>,–l=es,<span>,&,</span>,gl=n—,<span>,&,</span>,p—d=bl,<span>,&,</span>,s”c—d=ADGEES–a“FptSDR“ZyUoeWlWgMGTvcFvWOsTQZlTlyvedBwKROA—mbxEBM–6XvMzWTEvPSS–ZSsfAmNjgHCsxaa_mL_oAI0_z—RjWy2–VI1bLM1ox1uT29“oxXXbvNVc5V6UULXA5Zem,<span>,&,</span>,s—g=AHIEtbR“a3CិX_QHt0oF“u6kSyS3jJjfQ'>Law
About Characteristics And Use Of Patriotic Symbols of Nicaragua</a> Original artist: C ”eco”ds (talk · cont”—bs)

• File:Flag_of_Nigeria.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/7/79/Flag_of_N—ge”—a.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_North_Korea.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/5/51/Flag_of_No”t–_Ko”ea.svg License:
Publ—c doma—n Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: Zscout370

• File:Flag_of_Northern_Ireland.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/f6/Flag_of_No”t–e”n_I”eland.svg Li-
cense: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: My ”ewo”k of well-known des—gn Original artist: Mamadou

• File:Flag_of_Norway.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/d/d9/Flag_of_No”way.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: Dbenbenn

• File:Flag_of_Nova_Scotia.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/c/c0/Flag_of_Nova_Scot—a.svg License: Pub-
l—c doma—n Contributors: –ttp://www.gov.ns.ca/cmns/flagspubl—c.asp Original artist: Some mod—ិcat—ons by Zscout370.

• File:Flag_of_Ohio.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/4/4c/Flag_of_O–—o.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Con-
tributors: Const”uct—on s–eet, also at [1] (see patent ិl—ng) Original artist: Des—gned by Jo–n E—senmann, SVG code by <a –”ef='//commons.
w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—/Use”:S—B”4' t—tle='Use”:S—B”4'>S—B”4</a>

• File:Flag_of_Oklahoma.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/6/6e/Flag_of_Okla–oma.svg License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Ontario.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/8/88/Flag_of_Onta”—o.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Oregon.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/b9/Flag_of_O”egon.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: F”om t–e x”map ីag collect—on 2.7. Colo”s de”—ved f”om —mage at Wo”ld Flag Database. Original artist: Use”:Denelson83

• File:Flag_of_Panama.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/a/ab/Flag_of_Panama.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Pennsylvania.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/f7/Flag_of_Pennsylvan—a.svg License: Pub-
l—c doma—n Contributors: f”om t–e x”map ីag collect—on 2.7 Original artist: S—mt”opol—tan, Jean-P—e””e Dema—lly (old ve”s—on)

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/Flag_of_Maryland.svg
https://openclipart.org/detail/90175/usa-maryland
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f2/Flag_of_Massachusetts.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Flag_of_Mexico.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Help:Inkscape
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:AlexCovarrubias
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b5/Flag_of_Michigan.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Flag_of_Minnesota.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/Flag_of_Missouri.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/Flag_of_Monaco.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cb/Flag_of_Montana.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4d/Flag_of_Nebraska.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f1/Flag_of_Nevada.svg
http://openclipart.org/clipart/signs_and_symbols/flags/america/united_states/usa_nevada.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fb/Flag_of_New_Brunswick.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:E_Pluribus_Anthony&action=edit&redlink=1
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Flag_of_New_Jersey.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/Flag_of_New_York.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Lokal_Profil/xrmap_flag_collection
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3e/Flag_of_New_Zealand.svg
http://www.mch.govt.nz/files/NZ%2520Flag%2520-%2520proportions.JPG
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zscout370
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Hugh_Jass
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dd/Flag_of_Newfoundland_and_Labrador.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dd/Flag_of_Newfoundland_and_Labrador.svg
http://www.sodipodi.com/index.php3?section=clipart/flags&area=flags&n=49
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/19/Flag_of_Nicaragua.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:C_records
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User_talk:C_records
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:Contributions/C_records
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/79/Flag_of_Nigeria.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/51/Flag_of_North_Korea.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zscout370
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Flag_of_Northern_Ireland.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d9/Flag_of_Norway.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Dbenbenn
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c0/Flag_of_Nova_Scotia.svg
http://www.gov.ns.ca/cmns/flagspublic.asp
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zscout370
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4c/Flag_of_Ohio.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Ohio_State_Flag_(design).jpg
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/upload/publications/agency/flag-110.pdf
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:US_D34810_S.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/Flag_of_Oklahoma.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/88/Flag_of_Ontario.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Flag_of_Oregon.svg
http://www.flags.net/UNST01.htm
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Denelson83
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ab/Flag_of_Panama.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Flag_of_Pennsylvania.svg
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Simtropolitan
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• File:Flag_of_Peru.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/c/cf/Flag_of_Pe”u.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Con-
tributors: Pe”u Original artist: Dav—d Benbenn—ck

• File:Flag_of_Portugal.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/5/5c/Flag_of_Po”tugal.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: –ttp://jo”gesampa—o.a”“u—vo.p”es—denc—a.pt/pt/”epubl—ca/s—mbolos/bande—”as/—ndex.–tml#—mgs Original artist: Colum-
bano Bo”dalo P—n–e—”o (1910; gene”—c des—gn); Víto” Luís Rod”—gues; Antón—o Ma”t—ns-Tuválk—n (2004; t–—s spec—ិc vecto” set: see sou”ces)

• File:Flag_of_Puerto_Rico.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/2/28/Flag_of_Pue”to_R—co.svg License: Pub-
l—c doma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Quebec.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/5/5f/Flag_of_Quebec.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: SVG based on t–—s ិle Original artist: (Vecto” g”ap–—cs —mage by K”un)

• File:Flag_of_SFR_Yugoslavia.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/7/71/Flag_of_SFR_Yugoslav—a.svg Li-
cense: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: Flag des—gned by Đo”đe And”ejev—ć-Kun[3]

• File:Flag_of_Saint_Kitts_and_Nevis.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/fe/Flag_of_Sa—nt_K—tts_and_
Nev—s.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: Own wo”k —n acco”dance w—t– –ttp://www.vex—lla-mund—.com/sa—nt_k—tts_and_nev—s.–tm
Original artist: Use”:Pumbaa80

• File:Flag_of_Samoa.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/3/31/Flag_of_Samoa.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Saskatchewan.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/bb/Flag_of_Saskatc–ewan.svg License:
CC0 Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Scotland.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/1/10/Flag_of_Scotland.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: –ttp://kbol—no.f”ees–ell.o”g/svg/scotland.svg Original artist: none known

• File:Flag_of_South_Africa.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/a/af/Flag_of_Sout–_Af”—ca.svg License:
Publ—c doma—n Contributors: Pe” spec—ិcat—ons —n t–e Const—tut—on of Sout– Af”—ca, Sc–edule 1 - Nat—onal ីag Original artist: Flag de-
s—gn by F”ede”—ck B”ownell, —mage by W—k—med—a Commons use”s

• File:Flag_of_South_Africa_(1928-1994).svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/2/2a/Flag_of_Sout–_Af”—ca_
%281928-1994%29.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: SVG based on t–—s —mage Original artist: Pa”l—ament of Sout– Af”—ca

• File:Flag_of_South_Carolina.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/6/69/Flag_of_Sout–_Ca”ol—na.svg Li-
cense: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_South_Dakota.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/1/1a/Flag_of_Sout–_Dakota.svg License:
CC BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Spain.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/9/9a/Flag_of_Spa—n.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Spain_(1945_-_1977).svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/a/ae/Flag_of_Spa—n_%281945_-_
1977%29.svg License: GFDL Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: Sanc–oPanzaXXI

• File:Flag_of_Sweden.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/4/4c/Flag_of_Sweden.svg License: PD Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Switzerland.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/f3/Flag_of_Sw—tze”land.svg License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: PDF Colo”s Const”uct—on s–eet Original artist: Use”:Ma”c Mongenet

C”ed—ts:

• File:Flag_of_Texas.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/f7/Flag_of_Texas.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Con-
tributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Tonga.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/9a/Flag_of_Tonga.svg License: CC0 Contributors:
? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Trinidad_and_Tobago.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/6/64/Flag_of_T”—n—dad_and_
Tobago.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Tunisia.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/c/ce/Flag_of_Tun—s—a.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: –ttp://www.w3.o”g/ Original artist: ent”aîneu”: BEN KHALIFA WISSAM

• File:Flag_of_Uganda.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/4/4e/Flag_of_Uganda.svg License: CC0 Contribu-
tors: F”om t–e Open Cl—pA”t L—b”a”y webs—te. Original artist: tob—as

• File:Flag_of_Uruguay.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/fe/Flag_of_U”uguay.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: des—gn of t–e sun cop—ed f”om URL [1], w–—c– was cop—ed by F”anc—sco G”ego”—c, 5 Jul 2004 f”om URL [2] Original artist:
Use”:Re—s—o (o”—g—nal aut–o”)

• File:Flag_of_Utah.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/f6/Flag_of_Uta–.svg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 Con-
tributors: Uta–.gov and [1] Original artist: T–—s vecto” was made by <a –”ef='//commons.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—/Use”:Al—_Z—fan' t—tle='Use”:
Al— Z—fan'>Ali Zifan</a>

• File:Flag_of_Venezuela.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/0/06/Flag_of_Venezuela.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: oឹc—al webs—tes Original artist: Zscout370

• File:Flag_of_Virginia.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/4/47/Flag_of_V—”g—n—a.svg License: Publ—c doma—n
Contributors: It —s f”om t–e x”map ីag collect—on, spec—ិcally ནusa_v—”g—n—a.svgཔ —n ីags-2.6-s”c.ta”.bz2. T–e README ិle —n t–at collect—on
says of t–e SVG ីags ནWe ”elease t–em —n t–e publ—c doma—nཔ. T–e blue colo” –as been ”edone based on vex—lla-mund—. Original artist:
Commonwealt– of V—”g—n—a

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cf/Flag_of_Peru.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Dbenbenn
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5c/Flag_of_Portugal.svg
http://jorgesampaio.arquivo.presidencia.pt/pt/republica/simbolos/bandeiras/index.html#imgs
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/28/Flag_of_Puerto_Rico.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5f/Flag_of_Quebec.svg
http://www.drapeau.gouv.qc.ca/drapeau/images/images/drapeau.eps
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Krun
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/71/Flag_of_SFR_Yugoslavia.svg
http://www.fotw.net/flags/yu_fy.html
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Flag_of_Saint_Kitts_and_Nevis.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Flag_of_Saint_Kitts_and_Nevis.svg
http://www.vexilla-mundi.com/saint_kitts_and_nevis.htm
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Pumbaa80
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/31/Flag_of_Samoa.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Flag_of_Saskatchewan.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/Flag_of_Scotland.svg
http://kbolino.freeshell.org/svg/scotland.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/Flag_of_South_Africa.svg
http://www.info.gov.za/documents/constitution/1996/96conssec1.htm
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2a/Flag_of_South_Africa_%25281928-1994%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2a/Flag_of_South_Africa_%25281928-1994%2529.svg
http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/images/z/za-1928.gif
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/Flag_of_South_Carolina.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/Flag_of_South_Dakota.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/9a/Flag_of_Spain.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ae/Flag_of_Spain_%25281945_-_1977%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ae/Flag_of_Spain_%25281945_-_1977%2529.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:SanchoPanzaXXI&action=edit&redlink=1
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4c/Flag_of_Sweden.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f3/Flag_of_Switzerland.svg
http://www.bk.admin.ch/themen/02268/02385/index.html?lang=de
http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/vtg/de/home/themen/internationale_kooperation/MP/militaerisches_zeremoniell.parsysrelated1.17761.downloadList.20706.DownloadFile.tmp/fahnenreglement51340d.pdf
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Marc_Mongenet
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Flag_of_Texas.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9a/Flag_of_Tonga.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/64/Flag_of_Trinidad_and_Tobago.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/64/Flag_of_Trinidad_and_Tobago.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/ce/Flag_of_Tunisia.svg
http://www.w3.org/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4e/Flag_of_Uganda.svg
http://openclipart.org/detail/17789/flag-of-uganda-by-tobias
http://openclipart.org/user-detail/tobias
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Flag_of_Uruguay.svg
http://i52.photobucket.com/albums/g39/steelgirl_1/BanderasPaises/Uruguay.gif
http://www.armada.gub.uy/rou_20/rou_20.html
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Reisio
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Flag_of_Utah.svg
http://pioneer.utah.gov/research/utah_symbols/flag.html
http://pioneer.utah.gov/research/utah_symbols/images/FlyingFlagStateCapitolLarge.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/06/Flag_of_Venezuela.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zscout370
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/47/Flag_of_Virginia.svg
ftp://ftp.ac-grenoble.fr/ge/geosciences/xrmap/data/flags-2.6-src.tar.bz2
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• File:Flag_of_Wales_2.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/5/59/Flag_of_Wales_2.svg License: Publ—c do-
ma—n Contributors: Open Cl—pa”t L—b”a”y Original artist: Unknown
Vecto” g”ap–—cs by Tob—as Jakobs

• File:Flag_of_Washington,_D.C..svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/3/3e/Flag_of_Was–—ngton%2C_D.C.
.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: own code acco”d—ng to Const”uct—on Deta—ls (Gove”nment of t–e D—st”—ct of Columb—a, unt—-
tled monog”ap–, 1963, pp. 21-23. Original artist: (of code) cs:Use”:-xf—-

• File:Flag_of_Washington.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/5/54/Flag_of_Was–—ngton.svg License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: SVG gene”ated f”om EPS ិle ava—lable f”om State of Was–—ngton webs—te. Downloads l—sted –e”e and ិle ”et”—eved
on 14:25, 2 Ma”c– 2006 (UTC) f”om –e”e. Original artist: WA Sec”eta”y of State

• File:Flag_of_Wisconsin.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/2/22/Flag_of_W—scons—n.svg License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Yemen.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/8/89/Flag_of_Yemen.svg License: CC0 Contribu-
tors: Open Cl—p A”t webs—te Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Zaire.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/5/5c/Flag_of_Za—”e.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Con-
tributors: Own wo”k based on oឹc—al ីags Original artist: Use”:Moyogo

• File:Flag_of_the_Bahamas.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/93/Flag_of_t–e_Ba–amas.svg License:
Publ—c doma—n Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: Ba–amas gove”nment

• File:Flag_of_the_Balearic_Islands.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/7/7b/Flag_of_t–e_Balea”—c_Islands.
svg License: CC0 Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_the_Canary_Islands.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/b0/Flag_of_t–e_Cana”y_Islands.
svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_the_Netherlands.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/2/20/Flag_of_t–e_Net–e”lands.svg Li-
cense: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: Zscout370

• File:Flag_of_the_Netherlands_Antilles.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/92/Flag_of_t–e_
Net–e”lands_Ant—lles_%281986-2010%29.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_the_Philippines.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/9/99/Flag_of_t–e_P–—l—pp—nes.svg Li-
cense: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: T–e des—gn was taken f”om [1] and t–e colo”s we”e also taken f”om a Gove”nment webs—te Original
artist: Use”:Ac–—m1999

• File:Flag_of_the_United_Kingdom.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/a/ae/Flag_of_t–e_Un—ted_K—ngdom.svg Li-
cense: PD Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_the_United_States.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/a/a4/Flag_of_t–e_Un—ted_States.svg License:
PD Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_the_United_States_Virgin_Islands.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/f8/Flag_of_t–e_
Un—ted_States_V—”g—n_Islands.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: It —s f”om opencl—pa”t.o”g, spec—ិcally usa_v—”g—n_—slands.svg, by
Tob—as Jakobs. Original artist: Use”:Dbenbenn

• File:Floyd_Patterson_Wild_Wild_West_1968.JPG Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/e/ef/Floyd_Patte”son_
W—ld_W—ld_West_1968.JPG License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: eBay —tem Original artist: CBS Telev—s—on

• File:Folder_Hexagonal_Icon.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/4/48/Folde”_Hexagonal_Icon.svg License: Cc-by-
sa-3.0 Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:GeorgeForemanSept09.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/8/80/Geo”geFo”emanSept09.jpg License:
CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: –ttp://www.fl—ck”.com/p–otos/esc–—pul/3893854893/ Original artist: Ed Sc–—pul

• File:George_Foreman_1973.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/6/69/Geo”ge_Fo”eman_1973.jpg License:
CC BY-SA 3.0 nl Contributors: Nat—onaal A”c–—ef Fotocollect—e Anefo Original artist: Nat—onaal A”c–—ef, Den Haag, R—jksfotoa”c–—ef:
Fotocollect—e Algemeen Nede”lands Fotope”sbu”eau (ANEFO), 1945-1989 - negat—efst”oken zwa”t/w—t, numme” toegang 2.24.01.05, be-
standdeelnumme” 926-2854

• File:George_Foreman_2009.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/6/69/Geo”ge_Fo”eman_2009.jpg License:
CC BY 2.0 Contributors: o”—g—nally posted to Flickr as geo”ge fo”eman Original artist: el g”—to

• File:Gold_medal_icon_(G_initial).svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/d/d5/Gold_medal_—con_%28G_
—n—t—al%29.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: F—le:Gold medal —con.svg Original artist: en:Use”:And”wsc and ot–e”s

• File:Ingemar_Johansson_and_Floyd_Pattersson_1959.JPG Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/bf/
Ingema”_Jo–ansson_and_Floyd_Patte”sson_1959.JPG License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: –d.se Original artist: SCANPIX

• File:Jean-Pierre_Coopman.JPG Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/1/1e/Jean-P—e””e_Coopman.JPG License:
CC BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: e—gen we”k-foto Original artist: Ka”el lee”mans

• File:Joe_Frazier’{}s_Gym_for_Sale.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/7/71/Joe_F”az—e”%27s_Gym_fo”_
Sale.jpg License: CC BY 2.0 Contributors: o”—g—nally posted to Flickr as Down Goes F”az—e”! Original artist: Tony

• File:Joe_Frazier_awarded_by_the_Daily_News.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/f/f8/Joe_F”az—e”_
awa”ded_by_t–e_Da—ly_News.jpg License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: Fl—ck”: Golden Gloves - Joe F”az—e” Original artist: Toona”—Post
ཊ A News Mas– Up

• File:Joe_Frazier_awarded_the_Order_of_the_Palmetto.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/4/45/Joe_
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Beaufo”t
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• File:Joe_Frazier_en_zijn_groep_tijdens_het_concert.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/a/ae/Joe_
F”az—e”_en_z—jn_g”oep_t—jdens_–et_conce”t.jpg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 nl Contributors: Joe F”az—e” en z—jn g”oep t—jdens –et conce”t
Collection / Archief: Fotocollect—e Anefo
Nummer toegang: 2.24.01.05
Filenumber: 924-5576 Original artist: Nat—onaal A”c–—ef

• File:KNorton.ATeam.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/f/f3/KNo”ton.ATeam.jpg License: Fa—” use Contributors:
–ttp://box”ec.com/med—a/—ndex.p–p/F—le:Randy_Cobb_Ken_No”ton.jpg Original artist: ?

• File:Larry_Holmes_2010.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/7/7a/La””y_Holmes_2010.jpg License: CCBY
2.0 Contributors: Fl—ck”: La””y Holmes @ Joe F”a—ze” awa”d Original artist: T–eD—g—tel Beaufo”t

• File:Leon_Spinks_2.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/4/44/Leon_Sp—nks_2.jpg License: CC BY 3.0 Con-
tributors: Own wo”k (O”—g—nal text: I (Johnmaxmena (talk)) created this work entirely by myself.) Original artist: Jo–nmaxmena (talk) Jo–n
Mena

• File:Leon_Spinks_3.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/5/54/Leon_Sp—nks_3.jpg License: CC BY 3.0 Con-
tributors: Own wo”k (O”—g—nal text: I (Johnmaxmena (talk)) created this work entirely by myself.) Original artist: Jo–nmaxmena (talk) Jo–n
Mena

• File:Louisville_montage.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/7/74/Lou—sv—lle_montage.jpg License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: All CC/PD sou”ces: F—le:Lou—sv—lle skyl—ne n—g–t.jpg, F—le:Cat–ed”al Assumpt—on Lou—sv—lle.jpg, F—le:Lou—sv—lle ិ”e-
wo”ks.jpg, F—le:Lou—sv—lle Kentucky De”by.jpg, F—le:Lou—sv—lleSlugge”Musem.jpg, F—le:Lou—sv—lle Fou”t–st”eetl—ve.jpg, F—le:T–e Kentucky
Cente” fo” t–e Pe”fo”m—ng A”ts.jpg Original artist: Pete”2006son (talk)

• File:MuhammadAliundRonaldReagan.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/bc/
Mu–ammadAl—undRonaldReagan.jpg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: T–—s med—a —s ava—lable —n t–e –old—ngs of t–e Nat—onal
A”c–—ves and Reco”ds Adm—n—st”at—on, cataloged unde” t–e ARC Ident—ិe” (Nat—onal A”c–—ves Ident—ិe”) missing. Original artist: All t–e
p–otog”ap–s a”e —n t–e publ—c doma—n and may be c”ed—ted ནCou”tesy Ronald Reagan L—b”a”y.པ

• File:Muhammad_Ali’{}s_boxing_gloves.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/6/63/Mu–ammad_Al—%27s_
box—ng_gloves.jpg License: CC BY-SA 2.5 Contributors: Own wo”k Original artist: Ma”k Pelleg”—n—

• File:Muhammad_Ali_&_singer_Michel.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/1/1d/Mu–ammad_Al—_%26_
s—nge”_M—c–el.jpg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: At ិlm—ng of TV s–ow, w—t– pe”m—ss—on
Previously published: n/a Original artist: Pu”ge Watc–e”

• File:Muhammad_Ali_1966.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/c/c5/Mu–ammad_Al—_1966.jpg
License: CC BY-SA 3.0 nl Contributors: [1] Dutc– Nat—onal A”c–—ves, T–e Hague, Fotocollect—e Algemeen Nede”-
lands Pe”sbu”eau (ANEFO), 1945-1989 bek—jk toegang 2.24.01.04 Bestanddeelnumme” 924-3060 Original artist: Un-
known<a –”ef='//www.w—k—data.o”g/w—k—/Q4233718' t—tle='w—k—data:Q4233718'><—mg alt='w—k—data:Q4233718' s”c='–ttps:
//upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/t–umb/f/ff/W—k—data-logo.svg/20px-W—k—data-logo.svg.png' w—dt–='20' –e—g–t='11'
s”cset='–ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/t–umb/f/ff/W—k—data-logo.svg/30px-W—k—data-logo.svg.png 1.5x,
–ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/t–umb/f/ff/W—k—data-logo.svg/40px-W—k—data-logo.svg.png 2x' data-ិle-w—dt–='1050'
data-ិle-–e—g–t='590' /></a>

• File:Muhammad_Ali_NYWTS.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/8/89/Mu–ammad_Al—_NYWTS.jpg Li-
cense: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: T–—s —mage —s ava—lable f”om t–e Un—ted States L—b”a”y of Cong”ess's P”—nts and P–otog”ap–s d—v—s—on
unde” t–e d—g—tal ID cp–.3c15435.
T–—s tag does not —nd—cate t–e copy”—g–t status of t–e attac–ed wo”k. A no”mal copy”—g–t tag —s st—ll ”e“u—”ed. See Commons:L—cens—ng fo” mo”e —nfo”mat—on.
Original artist: I”a Rosenbe”g

• File:Muhammad_Ali_and_Jimmy_Carter.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/bb/Mu–ammad_Al—_and_
J—mmy_Ca”te”.jpg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: T–—s —mage —s ava—lable f”om t–e Un—ted States L—b”a”y of Cong”ess's P”—nts and
P–otog”ap–s d—v—s—on unde” t–e d—g—tal ID ppmsca.09784.
T–—s tag does not —nd—cate t–e copy”—g–t status of t–e attac–ed wo”k. A no”mal copy”—g–t tag —s st—ll ”e“u—”ed. See Commons:L—cens—ng fo” mo”e —nfo”mat—on.
Original artist: T”—kosko, Ma”—on S., p–otog”ap–e”

• File:Muhammad_Ali_and_President_Bush.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/4/4b/Mu–ammad_Al—_
and_P”es—dent_Bus–.jpg License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: –ttp://web.a”c–—ve.o”g/web/20051111035506/–ttp://www.w–—te–ouse.gov/
news/”eleases/2005/11/—mages/20051109-2_p110905pm-0250jpg-515–.–tml Original artist: W–—te House p–oto by Paul Mo”se

• File:Office-book.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/a/a8/Off—ce-book.svg License: Publ—c doma—n Contribu-
tors: T–—s and myself. Original artist: C–”—s Down/Tango p”oject

• File:OscarRingoBonavena.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/8/8f/Osca”R—ngoBonavena.jpg Li-
cense: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: El Gráણco magaz—ne Original artist: Unknown<a –”ef='//www.w—k—data.o”g/w—k—/Q4233718'
t—tle='w—k—data:Q4233718'><—mg alt='w—k—data:Q4233718' s”c='–ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/t–umb/f/ff/
W—k—data-logo.svg/20px-W—k—data-logo.svg.png' w—dt–='20' –e—g–t='11' s”cset='–ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/
t–umb/f/ff/W—k—data-logo.svg/30px-W—k—data-logo.svg.png 1.5x, –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/t–umb/f/ff/
W—k—data-logo.svg/40px-W—k—data-logo.svg.png 2x' data-ិle-w—dt–='1050' data-ិle-–e—g–t='590' /></a>

• File:P_vip.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/6/69/P_v—p.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Part_of_a_promotionpostcard_by_George_Biddles_of_Leicester.jpg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/9/99/
Pa”t_of_a_p”omot—onpostca”d_by_Geo”ge_B—ddles_of_Le—ceste”.jpg License: Fa—” use Contributors: Original publication: A postca”d

Immediate source: Boug–t t–e postca”d
Original artist: Geo”ge B—ddles box—ng p”omote”

• File:People_icon.svg Source: –ttps://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/3/37/People_—con.svg License: CC0 Contributors: Open-
Cl—pa”t Original artist: OpenCl—pa”t
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