


Musa I of Mali

Musa Keita I (c. 1280 – c. 1337) was the tenth Mansa,
which t”anslates as "King of Kings" o” ནEmpe”o”པ, of the
wealthy Mali Empi”e. At the time of Musa’s ”ise to the
th”one, the Malian Empi”e consisted of te””ito”y fo”me”ly
belonging to the Ghana Empi”e in p”esent-day southe”n
Mau”itania and in Melle (Mali) and the immediate su”-
”ounding a”eas. Musa held many titles, including Emir
of Melle, Lord of the Mines of Wangara, Conqueror of
Ghanata, and at least a dozen othe”s.[1]

1 Nomenclature

Musa Keita was ”efe””ed to (and is most commonly
found as) Mansa Musa in Weste”n manusc”ipts and lite”-
atu”e. His name also appea”s as Kankou Musa, Kankan
Musa, and Kanku Musa, which means ནMusa, son of
Kankouཔ.[note 1] Othe” alte”natives a”e Mali-koy Kankan
Musa, Gonga Musa, and the Lion of Mali.[2][3]

2 Lineage and accession to the
throne

Genealogy of the kings of the Mali Empire based on the chronicle

of Ibn Khaldun

What is known about the kings of the Malian Empi”e is
taken f”om the w”itings of A”ab schola”s, including Al-
Uma”i, Abu-sa'id Uthman ad-Dukkali, Ibn Khaldun, and
Ibn Battuta. Acco”ding to Ibn-Khaldun’s comp”ehensive
histo”y of the Malian kings, Mansa Musa’s g”andfathe”
was Abu-Bak” Keita(the A”abic e“uivalent to Baka”i o”
Boga”i, o”iginal name unknown − not the sahabiyy Abu
Bak”), a b”othe” of Sundiata Keita, the founde” of the
Malian Empi”e as ”eco”ded th”ough o”al histo”ies. Abu-
Bak” did not ascend the th”one, and his son, Musa’s fa-
the”, Faga Laye, has no signiិcance in the Histo”y of
Mali.[4]

Mansa Musa Keita came to the th”one th”ough a p”actice
of appointing a deputy when a king goes on his pilg”im-
age to Mecca o” some othe” endeavo”, and late” naming
the deputy as hei”. Acco”ding to p”ima”y sou”ces, Musa
was appointed deputy of Abubaka”i Keita II, the king be-
fo”e him, who had ”epo”tedly emba”ked on an expedition
to explo”e the limits of the Atlantic Ocean, and neve”
”etu”ned. The A”ab-Egyptian schola” Al-Uma”i “uotes
Mansa Musa as follows:

The ”ule” who p”eceded me did not believe
that it was impossible to ”each the ext”emity of
the ocean that enci”cles the ea”th (the Atlantic
Ocean). He wanted to ”each that (end) and was
dete”mined to pu”sue his plan. So he e“uipped
two hund”ed boats full of men, and many oth-
e”s full of gold, wate” and p”ovisions suឹcient
fo” seve”al yea”s. He o”de”ed the captain not to
”etu”n until they had ”eached the othe” end of
the ocean, o” until he had exhausted the p”ovi-
sions and wate”. So they set out on thei” jou”-
ney. They we”e absent fo” a long pe”iod, and,
at last just one boat ”etu”ned. When “uestioned
the captain ”eplied: 'O P”ince, we navigated
fo” a long pe”iod, until we saw in the midst
of the ocean a g”eat ”ive” which was ីowing
massively.. My boat was the last one; othe”s
we”e ahead of me, and they we”e d”owned in
the g”eat whi”lpool and neve” came out again.
I sailed back to escape this cu””ent.' But the
Sultan would not believe him. He o”de”ed two
thousand boats to be e“uipped fo” him and his
men, and one thousandmo”e fo” wate” and p”o-
visions. Then he confe””ed the ”egency on me
fo” the te”m of his absence, and depa”ted with
his men, neve” to ”etu”n no” to give a sign of
life.[5]

Musa’s son and successo”, Mansa Magha Keita, was also
appointed deputy du”ing Musa’s pilg”image.[6]

3 Islam and pilgrimage to Mecca

From the far reaches of theMediterranean Sea to the Indus

River, the faithful approached the city of Mecca. All had

the same objective to worship together at the most sacred

shrine of Islam, the Kaaba in Mecca. One such trav-

eler was Mansa Musa, Sultan of Mali in Western Africa.

Mansa Musa had prepared carefully for the long journey
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2 4 LATER REIGN

he and his attendants would take. He was determined to

travel not only for his own religious fulfillment, but also

for recruiting teachers and leaders, so that his realms could

learn more of the Prophet's teachings.

Mahmud Kati, Chronicle of the Seeker

Musa was a devout Muslim and his pilg”image to Mecca,
a command o”dained byAllah acco”ding to co”e teachings
of Islam, made him well-known ac”oss no”the”n Af”ica
and the Middle East. To Musa, Islam was ནan ent”y into
the cultu”ed wo”ld of the Easte”n Medite””aneanཔ.[7] He
would spend much time foste”ing the g”owth of Islam in
his empi”e.

Musa made his pilg”image in 1324, his p”ocession ”e-
po”ted to include 60,000 men, 12,000 slaves who each
ca””ied fou” pounds of gold ba”s, he”alds d”essed in silks
who bo”e gold staាs, o”ganized ho”ses and handled bags.
Musa p”ovided all necessities fo” the p”ocession, feeding
the enti”e company of men and animals.[8] Also in the
t”ain we”e 80 camels, which va”ying ”epo”ts claim ca”-
”ied between 50 and 300 pounds of gold dust each. He
gave away the gold to the poo” he met along his ”oute.
Musa not only gave to the cities he passed on the way to
Mecca, including Cai”o and Medina, but also t”aded gold
fo” souveni”s. Fu”the”mo”e, it has been ”eco”ded that he
built a mos“ue each and eve”y F”iday.

Musa’s jou”ney was documented by seve”al eyewitnesses
along his ”oute, who we”e in awe of his wealth and exten-
sive p”ocession, and ”eco”ds exist in a va”iety of sou”ces,
including jou”nals, o”al accounts and histo”ies. Musa is
known to have visited with the Mamluk sultan Al-Nasi”
Muhammad of Egypt in July 1324.[9]

Musa’s gene”ous actions, howeve”, inadve”tently devas-
tated the economy of the ”egion. In the cities of Cai”o,
Medina and Mecca, the sudden inីux of gold devalued
the metal fo” the next decade. P”ices on goods and wa”es
g”eatly inីated. To ”ectify the gold ma”ket, Musa bo”-
”owed all the gold he could ca””y f”om money-lende”s in
Cai”o, at high inte”est. This is the only time ”eco”ded in
histo”y that one man di”ectly cont”olled the p”ice of gold
in the Medite””anean.[10]

4 Later reign

Whenever a hero adds to the list of his exploits from

conquest, Mansa Musa gives them a pair of wide

trousers...The greater the number of a Dogari’s exploits,

the bigger the size of his trousers.

Al-Dukhari, observation of the court of Mansa Musa in
Timbuktu[11]

Du”ing his long ”etu”n jou”ney f”om Mecca in 1325,
Musa hea”d news that his a”my had ”ecaptu”ed Gao. Sag-
mandia, one of his gene”als, led the endeavo”. The city

of Gao had been within the empi”e since befo”e Saku”a's
”eign and was an impo”tant − though often ”ebellious −
t”ading cente”. Musa made a detou” and visited the city
whe”e he ”eceived, as hostages, the two sons of the Gao
king, Ali Kolon and Suleiman Na”. He ”etu”ned to Niani
with the two boys and late” educated them at his cou”t.
When Mansa Musa ”etu”ned, he b”ought back many A”a-
bian schola”s and a”chitects.

4.1 Construction in Mali

Musa emba”ked on a la”ge building p”og”am, ”aising
mos“ues and mad”asas in Timbuktu and Gao. Most fa-
mously the ancient cente” of lea”ning Sanko”e Mad”asah
o” Unive”sity of Sanko”e was const”ucted du”ing his ”eign.
In Niani, he built the Hall of Audience, a building com-
municated by an inte”io” doo” to the ”oyal palace. It
was ནan admi”able Monumentཔ su”mounted by a dome,
ado”ned with a”abes“ues of st”iking colou”s. The win-
dows of an uppe” ីoo” we”e plated with wood and f”amed
in silve” foil, those of a lowe” ីoo” we”e plated with wood,
f”amed in gold. Like the G”eat Mos“ue, a contempo”a-
neous and g”andiose st”uctu”e in Timbuktu, the Hall was
built of cut stone.

Du”ing this pe”iod, the”e was an advanced level of u”ban
living in the majo” cente”s of the Mali. Se”gio Domian,
an Italian a”t and a”chitectu”e schola”, w”ote the following
about this pe”iod: ནThus was laid the foundation of an
u”ban civilization. At the height of its powe”, Mali had
at least 400 cities, and the inte”io” of the Nige” Delta was
ve”y densely populated.པ[12]

4.2 Influence in Timbuktu

It is ”eco”ded that Mansa Musa t”aveled th”ough the cities
of Timbuktu and Gao on his way to Mecca, and made
them a pa”t of his empi”e when he ”etu”ned a”ound 1325.
He b”ought a”chitects f”om Andalusia, a ”egion in Spain,
and Cai”o to build his g”and palace in Timbuktu and the
g”eat Djingue”ebe” Mos“ue that still stands today.[13]

Timbuktu soon became a cente” of t”ade, cultu”e, and
Islam; ma”kets b”ought in me”chants f”om Hausaland,
Egypt, and othe” Af”ican kingdoms, a unive”sity was
founded in the city (as well as in the Malian cities of
Djenné and Ségou), and Islam was sp”ead th”ough the
ma”kets and unive”sity, making Timbuktu a new a”ea
fo” Islamic schola”ship.[14] News of the Malian empi”e’s
city of wealth even t”aveled ac”oss the Medite””anean to
southe”n Eu”ope, whe”e t”ade”s f”om Venice, G”anada,
and Genoa soon added Timbuktu to thei” maps to t”ade
manufactu”ed goods fo” gold.[15]

The Unive”sity of Sanko”e in Timbuktu was ”estaាed
unde” Musa’s ”eign with ju”ists, ast”onome”s, and
mathematicians.[16] The unive”sity became a cente” of
lea”ning and cultu”e, d”awing Muslim schola”s f”om
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a”ound Af”ica and the Middle East to Timbuktu.

In 1330, the kingdom of Mossi invaded and con“ue”ed
the city of Timbuktu. Gao had al”eady been captu”ed by
Musa’s gene”al, andMusa “uickly ”egained Timbuktu and
built a ”ampa”t and stone fo”t, and placed a standing a”my
to p”otect the city f”om futu”e invade”s.[17]

While Musa’s palace has since vanished, the unive”sity
and mos“ue still stand in Timbuktu today.

5 Death

The death of Mansa Musa is highly debated among mod-
e”n histo”ians and the A”ab schola”s who ”eco”ded his-
to”y of Mali. When compa”ed to the ”eigns of his suc-
cesso”s, son Mansa Maghan (”eco”ded ”ule f”om 1332
to 1336) and olde” b”othe” Mansa Suleyman (”eco”ded
”ule f”om 1336 to 1360), and Musa’s ”eco”ded 25 yea”s
of ”ule, the calculated date of death is 1332.[18] Othe”
”eco”ds decla”e Musa planned to abdicate the th”one to
his son Maghan, but he died soon afte” he ”etu”ned f”om
Mecca in 1325.[19] Fu”the”, acco”ding to an account by
Ibn-Khaldun, Mansa Musa was alive when the city of
Tlemcen in Alge”ia was con“ue”ed in 1337, as he sent a
”ep”esentative to Alge”ia to cong”atulate the con“ue”o”s
on thei” victo”y.[20][21]

6 See also

• Mali Empi”e

• Timbuktu

7 Notes
[1] whe”e Kankou is the name of his mothe”.
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10 External links
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