


Al Ja””eau

Alwin Lopez ୬Al୭ Jarreau (Ma”ch 12, 1940 – Feb”u-
a”y 12, 2017) was an Ame”ican jazz singe”.[1] He won
seven G”ammy Awa”ds and was nominated fo” ove” a
dozen mo”e. He is pe”haps best known fo” his 1981 al-
bumBreakin' Away, fo” having sung the theme song of the
late-1980s television se”ies Moonlighting, and as a pe”-
fo”me” in the 1985 cha”ity song "We A”e the Wo”ld".

1 Background

Al Jarreau during a concert in Düsseldorf in January 1981

Ja””eau was bo”n in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the ិfth of
six child”en. His website ”efe”s to Rese”voi” Avenue,
the name of the st”eet whe”e he lived. His fathe” was
a Seventh-day Adventist Chu”ch ministe” and singe”, and
his mothe” was a chu”ch pianist. He and his family sang
togethe” in chu”ch conce”ts and in beneិts, and he and
his mothe” pe”fo”med at PTA meetings.[2]

He was student council p”esident and Badge” Boys State
delegate fo” Lincoln High School. At Boys State, he was
elected gove”no”.[3] He went on to attend Ripon College,
whe”e he also sang with a g”oup called the Indigos. Ja”-
”eau g”aduated in 1962 with a Bachelo” of Science deg”ee
in psychology.[1] He went on to ea”n a maste”’s deg”ee
in vocational ”ehabilitation f”om the Unive”sity of Iowa,
wo”ked as a ”ehabilitation counselo” in San F”ancisco, and
moonlighted with a jazz t”io headed by Geo”ge Duke.

In 1967, he joined fo”ces with acoustic guita”ist Julio
Ma”tinez.[1] The duo became the sta” att”action at a small
Sausalito night club called Gatsby’s. This success con-
t”ibuted to Ja””eau’s decision to make p”ofessional singing
his life and full-time ca”ee”.

Al Jarreau during a concert at ICC Berlin in 1986

2 Going full-time

In 1968, Ja””eau made jazz his p”ima”y occupation. In
1969, Ja””eau and Ma”tinez headed south, whe”e Ja””eau
appea”ed at such Los Angeles hot spots as Dino’s, The
T”oubadou”, and Bitte” End West. Television exposu”e
came f”om Johnny Ca”son, Mike Douglas, Me”v G”iឹn,
Dinah Sho”e, and David F”ost. He expanded his night-
club appea”ances pe”fo”ming at The Imp”ov between the
acts of such ”ising-sta” comics as Bette Midle”, Jimmie
Walke”, and John Belushi. Du”ing this pe”iod, he be-
came involved with the United Chu”ch of Religious Sci-
ence and the Chu”ch of Scientology, but he late” disso-
ciated f”om Scientology. Also, ”oughly at the same time,
he began w”iting his own ly”ics, ិnding that his Ch”istian
spi”ituality began to inីuence his wo”k.[2]

In 1975, Ja””eau was wo”king with pianist Tom Can-
ning when he was spotted by Wa”ne” B”os. Reco”ds.
On Valentine’s Day 1976 he sang on the 13th episode
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2 2 GOING FULL-TIME

Al Jarreau at book drive event held at the Department of Educa-

tion on August 25, 2004.

Al Jarreau in Wrocław, Poland; June 25, 2006

of NBC’s new Saturday Night Live hosted, that week by
Pete” Boyle. Soon the”eafte” he ”eleased his c”itically ac-
claimed debut album, We Got By, which catapulted him
to inte”national fame and ga”ne”ed him an Echo Awa”d
(the Ge”man e“uivalent of the G”ammy’s in the United
States). A second Echo Awa”d would follow with the ”e-
lease of his second album, Glow.

In 1978, Al won his ិ”st U.S. G”ammy Awa”d fo” Best
Jazz Vocal Pe”fo”mance fo” his album, Look To The Rain-
bow.

Al Jarreau headlining ࣜJazz in Kiev 2008ࣝ festival

One of Ja””eau’s most comme”cially successful albums is
Breakin' Away (1981), which includes the hit song "We'”e
in This Love Togethe”". He won the 1982 G”ammy
Awa”d fo” Best Male Pop Vocal Pe”fo”mance fo” Breakin'
Away. In 1984, his single ནAfte” Allཔ ”eached 69 on the
US Hot 100 cha”t and numbe” 26 on the R&B cha”t. It
was especially popula” in the Philippines. His last big hit
was the G”ammy-nominated theme to the 1980s Ame”i-
can television showMoonlighting, fo” which he w”ote the
ly”ics. Among othe” things, he was well known fo” his ex-
tensive use of scat singing, and vocal pe”cussion. He was
also a featu”ed vocalist on USA fo” Af”ica’s "We A”e the
Wo”ld" in which he sang the line, "...and so we all must
lend a helping hand.ࣝ Anothe” cha”itable media event,
HBO's Comic Relief, featu”ed Al in a duet with Natalie
Cole singing the song ནM”. P”esidentཔ, w”itten by Joe
Ste”ling, Mike Loveless and Ray Reach.

Ja””eau took an extended b”eak f”om ”eco”ding in the
1990s. As he explained in an inte”view with Jazz Review:
ནI was still tou”ing, in fact, I tou”ed mo”e than I eve” had
in the past, so I kept in touch with my audience. I got my
symphony p”og”am unde” way, which included my mu-
sic and that of othe” people too, and I pe”fo”med on the
B”oadway p”oduction of Grease. I was busie” than eve”!
Fo” the most pa”t, I was doing what I have always done
… pe”fo”m live. I was shopping fo” a ”eco”d deal and was
letting people know that the”e is a new album coming. I
was just waiting fo” the ”ight label (Ve”ve), but I tou”ed
mo”e than eve”.པ[4]

In 2003, Ja””eau and conducto” La””y Bai”d collabo-
”ated on symphony shows a”ound the United States, with
Bai”d a””anging additional o”chest”al mate”ial fo” Ja”-
”eau’s shows.

Ja””eau tou”ed and pe”fo”med with Joe Sample, Chick
Co”ea, Kathleen Battle, Miles Davis, David Sanbo”n,[5]

Rick B”aun, and Geo”ge Benson. He also pe”fo”med the
”ole of the Teen Angel in a 1996 B”oadway p”oduction
of Grease. On Ma”ch 6, 2001, he ”eceived a sta” on the
HollywoodWalk of Fame, at 7083 Hollywood Bouleva”d
on the co”ne” of Hollywood Bouleva”d and La B”ea Av-
enue.
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5.2 Live albums 3

In 2006, Ja””eau appea”ed in a duet with American Idol
ិnalist Pa”is Bennett du”ing the Season 5 ិnale and on
Celebrity Duets singing with acto” Cheech Ma”in.

In 2010, Ja””eau was a guest on the new Eumi” De-
odato album, with the song ནDouble Faceཔ w”itten byNi-
colosi/Deodato/Al Jarreau. The song was p”oduced by
the Italian company Nicolosi Productions.
On Feb”ua”y 16, 2012, he was invited to the famous Ital-
ian Festival di San”emo to sing with the Italian g”oup
Matia Baza”.

On Feb”ua”y 8, 2017, afte” being hospitalized fo” exhaus-
tion, Ja””eau cancelled his ”emaining 2017 tou” dates and
”eti”ed f”om tou”ing.[6]

3 Personal life

Ja””eau was ma””ied twice. His ិ”st ma””iage, to Phyl-
lis Hall, lasted f”om 1964 to 1968. His second wife was
model Susan Elaine Playe”, whom he ma””ied in 1977.
Ja””eau and Playe” had one son togethe”, Ryan.

It was ”epo”ted on July 23, 2010, that Ja””eau was
c”itically ill at a hospital in F”ance, while in the a”ea
to pe”fo”m a conce”t at nea”by Ba”celonnette, and
was being t”eated fo” ”espi”ato”y p”oblems and ca”diac
a””hythmias.[7] He was taken to the intensive-ca”e unit at
Gap late on July 22, 2010.[8] Ja””eau was conscious, in
a stable condition and in the ca”diology unit of La Ti-
mone hospital in Ma”seille, the Ma”seille Hospital Au-
tho”ity said. He was expected to ”emain the”e fo” about
a week fo” tests.[9] In June 2012, Ja””eau was diagnosed
with pneumonia, which caused him to cancel seve”al con-
ce”ts in F”ance.[10] Ja””eau made a full ”ecove”y and con-
tinued to tou” extensively until Feb”ua”y 2017.[11][12]

In 2009 child”en’s autho” Ca”men Rubin published the
sto”y Ashti Meets Birdman Al, inspi”ed by Ja””eau’s mu-
sic. He w”ote the fo”ewo”d fo” the book and ”ead f”om it
ac”oss the wo”ld. Al and Ca”men wo”ked togethe” to p”o-
mote lite”acy and the impo”tance of keeping music alive
in child”en.

4 Death

Afte” having been hospitalized fo” exhaustion in Los An-
geles, Ja””eau died on Feb”ua”y 12, 2017, at the age of
76.[13][14]

5 Discography

5.1 Albums

• 1975: We Got By (Rep”ise) US# 209

• 1976: Glow (Rep”ise) – US# 132, R&B No. 30,
Jazz# 9

• 1978: All Fly Home (Wa”ne” B”os.) – US# 78,
R&B# 27, Jazz# 2

• 1980: This Time (Wa”ne” B”os.) – US# 27, R&B#
6, Jazz# 1

• 1981: Breakin' Away (Wa”ne” B”os.) – US# 9,
R&B# 1, Jazz# 1, UK# 60

• 1983: Jarreau (Wa”ne” B”os.) – US# 13, R&B# 4,
Jazz# 1, UK# 39

• 1984: High Crime (Wa”ne” B”os.) – US# 49, R&B#
12, Jazz# 2, UK# 81

• 1986: L Is for Lover (Wa”ne” B”os.) – US# 81,
R&B# 30, Jazz# 9, UK# 45

• 1988: Heart’s Horizon (Rep”ise) – US# 75, R&B#
10, Jazz# 1

• 1992: Heaven and Earth (Wa”ne” B”os.) – US# 105,
R&B# 30, Jazz# 2

• 2000: Tomorrow Today (Ve”ve) – US# 137, R&B#
43, Jazz# 1

• 2002: All I Got (Ve”ve) – US# 137, R&B# 43, Jazz#
3

• 2004: Accentuate the Positive (Ve”ve) - Jazz# 6

• 2006: Givin' It Up (with Geo”ge Benson) (Conco”d)
– US# 58, R&B# 14, Jazz# 1

• 2008: Christmas (Rhino) - Jazz# 5[15]

• 2014: My Old Friend: Celebrating George Duke

(Conco”d)[16]

5.2 Live albums

• 1977: Look to the Rainbow (Wa”ne” B”os.) – US#
49, R&B# 19, Jazz# 5

• 1984: In London (Wa”ne” B”os.) – US# 125, R&B#
55, Jazz# 10. Sometimes titled Live in London.

• 1994: Tenderness (Wa”ne” B”os.) US# 114, R&B#
25, Jazz# 2. Reco”ded live in a studio in f”ont of an
invited audience.

• 2012: Al Jarreau and The Metropole Orkest: LIVE
(Conco”d)

• 2011: Al Jarreau And The George Duke Trio: Live
At The Half/Note 1965, Volume 1 (BPM Reco”ds)
O”iginally oាe”ed exclusively at geo”geduke.com.

[17]
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4 5 DISCOGRAPHY

5.3 Compilations

• 1996: Best Of Al Jarreau (Wa”ne” B”os.) – Jazz No.
8

• 2008: Love Songs (Rhino)

• 2009: An Excellent Adventure: The Very Best Of Al
Jarreau (Rhino)[18] (This compilation holds one p”e-
viously un”eleased t”ack: ནExcellent Adventu”eཔ)

5.3.1 Early material recorded before 1974

Afte” Ja””eau’s b”eakth”ough in 1975 an almost uncount-
able numbe” of compilations of ea”lie” ”eco”dings f”om
1965 to 1973 have eme”ged, including some o” all of the
following songs:

Songs by various composers

• "My Favo”ite Things" (5:02, Hamme”stein,
Rodge”s)

• ནStockholm Sweetnin'" (5:50, Jones)

• "A Sleepin' Bee" (5:52, A”len, Capote)

• ནThe Mas“ue”ade Is Ove”པ (6:34, Magidson,
W”ubel)

• "Sophisticated Lady" (4:14, Ellington, Mills,
Pa”ish)

• ནJoey, Joey, Joeyཔ (3:42, Loesse”)

5.4 Singles

• 1976: ནRainbow in You” Eyesཔ – R&B No. 92

• 1977: "Take Five" – R&B No. 91

• 1978: ནThinkin' About It Tooཔ – R&B No. 55

• 1980: ནDist”actedཔ – R&B No. 61

• 1980: ནGimme What You Gotཔ – R&B No. 63

• 1980: ནNeve” Givin' Upཔ – R&B No. 26

• 1981: ནWe'”e in This Love Togethe”པ – US No. 15,
R&B No. 6, UK No. 55

• 1982: ནB”eakin' Awayཔ – US No. 43, R&B No. 25

• 1982: "Teach Me Tonight" – US No. 70, R&B No.
51

• 1982: "You” P”ecious Love", duet with Randy
C”awfo”d – R&B No. 16

• 1982: ནRoof Ga”denཔ - NL No. 2

• 1983: ནBoogie Downཔ – US No. 77, R&B No. 9,
UK No. 63, NL No. 14

• 1983: ནMo”nin'" – US No. 21, R&BNo. 6, UKNo.
28, NL No. 16

• 1983: ནT”ouble in Pa”adiseཔ – USNo. 63, R&BNo.
66, UK No. 36

• 1984: "Afte” All" – US No. 69, R&B No. 26

• 1985: ནRaging Wate”sཔ – R&B No. 42

• 1986: ནL Is fo” Love”པ – R&B No. 42

• 1986: ནTell Me What I Gotta Doཔ – R&B No. 37

• 1986: ནThe Music of Goodbyeཔ (f”om Out Of

Africa), duet with Melissa Mancheste” – AC No. 16

• 1987: "Moonlighting (theme)" (f”omMoonlighting)
– US No. 23, R&B No. 32, UK No. 8, AC#1

• 1988: ནSo Goodཔ R&B No. 2

• 1989: ནAll of My Loveཔ – R&B No. 69

• 1989: "All o” Nothing at All" – R&B No. 59

• 1992: ནBlue Angelཔ – R&B No. 74

• 1992: ནIt’s Not Ha”d to Love Youཔ – R&B No. 36

• 2001: ནIn My Musicཔ (with Phife Dawg)[15]

5.5 Soundtrack inclusions

• 1982: ནGi”ls Know Howཔ, in the ិlm Night Shift

(Wa”ne” B”os)

• 1984: "Moonlighting (theme)" and ནSince I Fell fo”
Youཔ, in the television show Moonlighting (Unive”-
sal)

• 1984: ནBoogie Downཔ, in the ិlm Breakin' (Wa”ne”
B”os)

• 1986: ནThe Music of Goodbyeཔ, duet with Melissa
Mancheste”, in the ិlm Out of Africa (MCA
Reco”ds)

• 1989: ནNeve” Explain Loveཔ, in the ិlm Do the

Right Thing (Motown)

• 1992: ནBlue Skiesཔ, in the ិlm Glengarry Glen Ross

(New Line Cinema)

• 1984: ནMillion Dolla” Babyཔ, in the ិlm City Heat

(Wa”ne” B”os)
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5.6 Guest appearances

• 1978: ནHot News Bluesཔ f”om Secret Agent/Chick
Co”ea (Polydo”)

• 1979: ནLittle Sunីowe”པ f”om The Love Connec-

tion/F”eddie Hubba”d (Columbia)

• 1983: ནBet Cha Say That to All the Gi”lsཔ f”om Bet

Cha Say That to All the Girls/Siste” Sledge (Cotil-
lion)

• 1985: "We A”e the Wo”ld" f”om We Are the

World/USA fo” Af”ica (Columbia) US No. 1, R&B
No. 1 UK No. 1

• 1986: "Since I Fell fo” You" f”om Double Vi-

sion/Bob James & David Sanbo”n (Wa”ne” B”os.)

• 1987: ནDay by Dayཔ f”om City Rhythms/Shakatak

• 1997: "How Can I Help You Say Goodbye" f”om
Doky Brothers 2/Ch”is Minh Doky/Niels Lan Doky
(Blue Note Reco”ds)

• 1997: "Gi”l f”om Ipanema" and "Wate”s of Ma”ch"
f”om A Twist of Jobim/Lee Ritenou” (GRP)

• 2010: "Whispe” Not" f”om New Time, New

Tet/Benny Golson (Conco”d Jazz)

• 1974: ནIf I Eve” Lose This Heavenཔ f”om Body

Heat/Quincy Jones (A&M) (Ja””eau p”ovides back-
g”ound scat and vocal pe”cussion.)

6 Awards

6.1 Grammy Awards

6.2 Hall of Fame

6.3 Honorary degrees
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