


Lau”yn H—ll

Fo” ot–e” uses, see Lau”en H—ll.

Lauryn Noelle Hill (bo”nMay 26, 1975) —s an Ame”—can
s—nge”, songw”—te”, ”appe”, ”eco”d p”oduce”, and act”ess.
S–e —s best known fo” be—ng a membe” of t–e Fugees and
fo” –e” c”—t—cally accla—med solo album The Miseducation

of Lauryn Hill, w–—c– won nume”ous awa”ds and b”oke
seve”al sales ”eco”ds.

Ra—sed mostly —n Sout– O”ange, New Je”sey, H—ll began
s—ng—ng w—t– –e” mus—c-o”—ented fam—ly du”—ng –e” c–—ld-
–ood. S–e enjoyed success as an act”ess at an ea”ly age,
w—t– –e” olde” b”ot–e” G”a–am H—ll, appea”—ng —n a ”e-
cu””—ng ”ole on t–e telev—s—on soap ope”a As the World

Turns and sta””—ng —n t–e 1993 ិlm Sister Act 2: Back

in the Habit. In –—g– sc–ool, H—ll was app”oac–ed by P”as
M—c–el to sta”t a band, w–—c– –—s cous—n, Wyclef Jean,
soon jo—ned. T–ey ”enamed t–emselves t–e Fugees and
”eleased t–e albums Blunted on Reality (1994) and t–e
G”ammy Awa”d-w—nn—ng The Score (1996). In t–e latte”
”eco”d, w–—c– sold s—x m—ll—on cop—es —n t–e Un—ted States,
H—ll ”ose to p”om—nence w—t– –e” Af”—can-Ame”—can and
Ca”—bbean mus—c —nីuences, –e” ”app—ng and s—ng—ng, and
–e” ”end—t—on of t–e –—t "K—ll—ng Me Softly". H—ll’s tumul-
tuous ”omant—c ”elat—ons–—p w—t– Jean led to t–e spl—t of
t–e band —n 1997, afte” w–—c– s–e began to focus on solo
p”ojects.

The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill (1998) ”ema—ns H—ll’s
only solo stud—o album. It ”ece—ved mass—ve c”—t—cal ac-
cla—m, s–owcas—ng a ”ep”esentat—on of l—fe and ”elat—on-
s–—ps and locat—ng a contempo”a”y woman—st vo—ce w—t–—n
t–e neo soul gen”e. T–e album debuted at numbe” one on
t–e U.S. Billboard 200 and –as sold app”ox—mately e—g–t
m—ll—on cop—es t–e”e. It —ncluded t–e s—ngles "Doo Wop
(T–at T–—ng)" (also a numbe” one), "Ex-Facto”" (became
–e” b—ggest solo –—t —n UK), and "Eve”yt–—ng Is Eve”y-
t–—ng". At t–e 41st G”ammy Awa”ds, t–e ”eco”d ea”ned
–e” ិve awa”ds, —nclud—ng Album of t–e Yea” and Best
New A”t—st. Du”—ng t–—s t—me s–e won nume”ous ot–e”
awa”ds and became a common s—g–t on t–e cove” of mag-
az—nes.

Soon afte”wa”d, H—ll d”opped out of t–e publ—c eye, d—s-
sat—sិed w—t– t–e mus—c —ndust”y and suាe”—ng w—t– t–e
p”essu”es of fame. He” last full-lengt– ”eco”d—ng, t–e
new-mate”—al l—ve albumMTVUnplugged No. 2.0 (2002),
s–a”ply d—v—ded c”—t—cs and sold poo”ly compa”ed to –e”
ិ”st album and wo”k w—t– t–e Fugees. H—ll’s subse“uent
act—v—ty, w–—c– —ncludes t–e ”elease of a few songs and oc-
cas—onal fest—val appea”ances, –as been spo”ad—c and e”-

”at—c. He” be–av—o” –as somet—mes caused aud—ence d—s-
sat—sfact—on; a ”eun—on w—t– –e” fo”me” g”oup d—d not last
long. He” mus—c, as well as a se”—es of publ—c statements
s–e –as —ssued, –as become c”—t—cal of pop cultu”e and so-
c—etal —nst—tut—ons. H—ll –as s—x c–—ld”en, ិve of w–om a”e
w—t– Ro–an Ma”ley, son of ”eggae legend Bob Ma”ley. In
2012, s–e pleaded gu—lty to tax evas—on fo” fa—lu”e to pay
fede”al —ncome taxes, and —n 2013, se”ved a t–”ee-mont–
p”—son sentence.

1 Life and career

1.1 1975–93: Early life and career begin-
nings

Lau”yn Noelle H—ll was bo”n on May 26, 1975,[2] —n East
O”ange, New Je”sey[1] to Engl—s– teac–e” Vale”—e H—ll and
compute” and management consultant Mal H—ll. S–e –as
one olde” b”ot–e” named Malaney (bo”n 1972).[3][4][5]

He” Bapt—st[6] fam—ly moved to New Yo”k and Newa”k
fo” s–o”t pe”—ods unt—l settl—ng —n Sout– O”ange, New
Je”sey.[1] S–e –ad a m—ddle-class upb”—ng—ng, know-
—ng bot– many w–—te Jew—s– fam—l—es and many black
ones.[1][5] Futu”e acto” Zac– B”aា l—ved —n t–e ne—g–bo”-
–ood, and s–e attended –—s Ba” M—tzva–.[7]

H—ll –as sa—d of –e” mus—cally o”—ented fam—ly: ནt–e”e we”e
so many ”eco”ds, so muc– mus—c constantly be—ng played.
My mot–e” played p—ano, my fat–e” sang, and we we”e
always su””ounded —n mus—c.པ[1] He” fat–e” sang —n lo-
cal n—g–tclubs and at wedd—ngs.[8][9] W–—le g”ow—ng up,
H—ll f”e“uently l—stened to Cu”t—s Mayិeld, Stev—e Won-
de”, A”et–a F”ankl—n, and Gladys Kn—g–t;[10] yea”s late”
s–e ”ecalled play—ng Ma”v—n Gaye's What’s Going On ”e-
peatedly unt—l s–e fell asleep to —t.[1]

In m—ddle sc–ool, H—ll pe”fo”med "T–e Sta”-Spangled
Banne”" befo”e a basketball game. Due to —ts popula”—ty,
subse“uent games featu”ed a ”eco”d—ng of –e” ”end—t—on.[3]

In 1988, H—ll appea”ed as an Amateu” N—g–t contestant on
It’s Showtime at the Apollo. S–e sang –e” own ve”s—on of
t–e Smokey Rob—nson t”ack "W–o’s Lov—n' You?", ga”-
ne”—ng an —n—t—ally –a”s– ”eact—on f”om t–e c”owd. S–e
pe”seve”ed, t–oug– s–e late” c”—ed oា-stage.[11]

H—ll attended Columb—a H—g– Sc–ool, w–e”e s–e was a
membe” of t–e t”ack team, a c–ee”leade”[3][4] and was a
classmate of Zac– B”aា.[7] S–e also took v—ol—n lessons,
went to dance class, and founded t–e sc–ool’s gospel
c–o—”.[9] Academ—cally, s–e took advanced placement
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2 1 LIFE AND CAREER

classes[9] and ”ece—ved p”—ma”—ly 'A' g”ades.[4] Sc–ool
oឹc—als ”ecogn—zed –e” as a leade” among t–e student
body.[9] Late” ”ecall—ng –e” educat—on, H—ll commented,
ནI –ad a love fo” ཊ I don't know —f —t was necessa”—ly fo”
academ—cs, mo”e t–an —t just was fo” ac–—ev—ng, pe”—od. If
—t was academ—cs, —f —t was spo”ts, —f —t was mus—c, —f —t was
dance, w–ateve” —t was, I was always d”—ven to do a lot —n
w–ateve” ិeld o” w–ateve” a”ea I was focus—ng on at t–e
moment.པ[1]

W–—le a f”es–man —n –—g– sc–ool,[5] t–”oug– mutual
f”—ends, P”akaz”el ནP”asཔ M—c–el app”oac–ed H—ll about
a mus—c g”oup –e was c”eat—ng.[10][12] H—ll and P”as be-
gan unde” t–e name T”anzlato” C”ew, c–osen because
t–ey wanted to ”–yme —n d—ាe”ent languages.[10] Anot–e”
female vocal—st was soon ”eplaced by M—c–el’s cous—n,
mult—-—nst”umental—st Wyclef Jean.[10] T–e g”oup began
pe”fo”m—ng —n local s–owcases and –—g– sc–ool talent
s–ows.[5] H—ll was —n—t—ally only a s—nge”, but t–en lea”ned
to ”ap too; —nstead of model—ng –e”self on female ”appe”s
l—ke Salt-n-Pepa and MC Lyte, s–e p”efe””ed male ”ap-
pe”s l—ke Ice Cube and developed –e” ីow f”om l—sten—ng
to t–em.[8] H—ll late” sa—d, ནI ”emembe” do—ng my –ome-
wo”k —n t–e bat–”oom stalls of –—p-–op clubs.པ[13]

H—ll took act—ng lessons —nMan–attan w–—le g”ow—ng up.[9]

S–e began –e” act—ng ca”ee” —n 1991, appea”—ng w—t– Jean
—n Club XII, MC Lyte’s Oា-B”oadway –—p-–op ”ende”—ng
of S–akespea”e’s Twelfth Night.[5] W–—le t–e play was not
a success, an agent not—ced –e”. Late” t–at yea”, H—ll be-
gan appea”—ng on t–e soap ope”a As the World Turns —n a
”ecu””—ng ”ole as t”oubled teenage” K—”a Jo–nson.[3][13][14]

S–e subse“uently co-sta””ed alongs—de W–oop— Goldbe”g
—n t–e 1993 ”elease Sister Act 2: Back in the Habit, play-
—ng R—ta Lou—se Watson, an —nne”-c—ty Cat–ol—c sc–ool
teenage” w—t– a su”ly, ”ebell—ous att—tude.[3][5] In —t, s–e
pe”fo”med t–e songs "H—s Eye Is on t–e Spa””ow" (a duet
w—t– Tanya Blount) and "Joyful, Joyful".[15] D—”ecto” B—ll
Duke c”ed—ted H—ll w—t– —mp”ov—s—ng a ”ap —n a scene:
ནNone of t–at was sc”—pted. T–at was all Lau”yn. S–e
was amaz—ng.པ[3] C”—t—c Roge” Ebe”t called –e” ནt–e g—”l
w—t– t–e b—g joyful vo—ceཔ, alt–oug– –e t–oug–t –e” talent
was wasted,[16] w–—le Rolling Stone sa—d s–e ནpe”fo”med
ma”velously aga—nst type ... —n t–e ot–e”w—se pe”functo”y
[ិlm].པ[5] H—ll also appea”ed —n Steven Sode”be”g–'s 1993
mot—on p—ctu”e King of the Hill, —n a m—no” but p—votal ”ole
as a 1930s gum-popp—ng elevato” ope”ato”. Sode”be”g–
b—og”ap–e” Jason Wood desc”—bed –e” as supply—ng one
of t–e wa”mest scenes —n t–e ិlm.[17] H—ll g”aduated f”om
Columb—a H—g– Sc–ool —n 1993.

1.2 1994–96: The Fugees

Ma—n a”t—cle: T–e Fugees

P”as, H—ll and Jean ”enamed t–e—” g”oup t–e Fugees, a
de”—vat—ve of t–e wo”d ན”efugeeཔ, w–—c– was a de”ogato”y
te”m fo” Ha—t—an Ame”—cans.[5] H—ll began a ”omant—c ”e-

lat—ons–—p w—t– Jean.[12] T–e Fugees, w–o s—gned a con-
t”act w—t– Columb—a/Ruា–ouse Reco”ds —n 1993,[13] be-
came known fo” t–e—” gen”e blend—ng, pa”t—cula”ly of ”eg-
gae, ”ock and soul,[10] w–—c– was ិ”st expe”—mented on
t–e—” debut album, Blunted on Reality, ”eleased —n 1994. It
”eac–ed numbe” 62 on t–e Billboard Top R&B/H—p-Hop
Albums c–a”t[18] but ove”all sold poo”ly[3][13] and was
met by poo” c”—t—cal not—ces due to be—ng a (management-
fo”ced) attempt at gangsta ”ap att—tudes.[5] Alt–oug– t–e
album made l—ttle —mpact, H—ll’s ”app—ng on ནSome Seek
Sta”domཔ was seen as a –—g–l—g–t.[19] W—t–—n t–e g”oup,
s–e was f”e“uently ”efe””ed to by t–e n—ckname ནL.
Boog—eཔ.[20] H—ll’s —mage and a”t—st”y, as well as –e” full,
”—c–, ”aspy alto vo—ce, placed –e” at t–e fo”ef”ont of
t–e band, w—t– some fans u”g—ng –e” to beg—n a solo
ca”ee”.[5][19]

T–e Fugees’ second album, The Score (1996), peaked at
numbe” one on t–e U.S. Billboard 200[21] and stayed —n
t–e top ten of t–at c–a”t fo” ove” –alf a yea”.[5] It sold
about s—x m—ll—on cop—es —n t–e Un—ted States[22] and mo”e
t–an 17 m—ll—on cop—es wo”ldw—de.[9] In t–e 1996 Pazz &
Jop C”—t—cs Poll, The Score came second —n t–e l—st of best
albums and t–”ee of —ts t”acks placedw—t–—n t–e top twenty
best s—ngles.[23] It won t–e G”ammy Awa”d fo” Best Rap
Album,[24] and was late” —ncluded on Rolling Stone's l—st
of t–e 500 g”eatest albums of all t—me.[25] Almost all of
t–e w”—t—ng and p”oduc—ng fo” —t was done by Jean.[5] The
Score ga”ne”ed p”a—se fo” be—ng a st”ong alte”nat—ve to t–e
gangsta —d—om, and H—ll stated, ནWe'”e t”y—ng to do some-
t–—ng pos—t—ve w—t– t–e mus—c because —t seems l—ke only
t–e negat—ve —s ”—s—ng to t–e top t–ese days. It only takes a
d”op of pu”—ty to clean a cesspool.པ[8]

S—ngles f”om The Score —ncluded "Fu-Gee-La" and
"Ready o” Not", w–—c– –—g–l—g–ted H—ll’s s—ng—ng and
”app—ng ab—l—t—es,[26] and "No Woman, No C”y". He”
”end—t—on of "K—ll—ng Me Softly" became –e” b”eakout
–—t.[27] Butt”essed by w–at Rolling Stone publ—cat—ons late”
called H—ll’s ནevocat—veཔ vocal l—ne[10] and –e” ནamaz—ng
p—pesཔ,[25] t–e t”ack became pe”vas—ve on pop, R&B, –—p
–op, and adult contempo”a”y ”ad—o fo”mats.[10] It won t–e
G”ammy Awa”d fo” Best R&B Pe”fo”mance by a Duo o”
G”oup w—t– Vocals.[24][28] On t–e album, H—ll comb—ned
Af”—can-Ame”—can mus—c and Ca”—bbean mus—c —nីuences
w—t– soc—ally consc—ous ly”—cs.[26] Newsweek ment—oned
H—ll’s ན—””es—st—bly cute looksཔ and p”ocla—med –e” ནt–e
most powe”ful new vo—ce —n ”ap.པ[8]

At 21 yea”s old, t–e now-famous H—ll was st—ll l—v—ng
at –ome w—t– –e” pa”ents.[5] S–e –ad been en”olled at
Columb—a Un—ve”s—ty du”—ng t–—s pe”—od, and cons—de”ed
majo”—ng —n –—sto”y as s–e became a sop–omo”e,[5][8] but
left afte” about a yea” of total stud—es once sales of The
Score went —nto t–e m—ll—ons.[3] In 1996, H—ll ”esponded
to a false ”umo” on The Howard Stern Show t–at s–e –ad
made a ”ac—st comment on MTV, say—ng ནHow can I pos-
s—bly be a ”ac—st? My mus—c —s un—ve”sal mus—c. And I
bel—eve —n God. If I bel—eve —n God, t–en I –ave to love all
of God’s c”eat—ons. T–e”e can be no seg”egat—on.པ[13][29]
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1.3 1997–99: T–e M—seducat—on of Lau”yn H—ll 3

In 1996, H—ll founded t–e Refugee P”oject, a non-p”oិt
out”eac– o”gan—zat—on t–at soug–t to t”ansfo”m t–e att—-
tudes and be–av—o” of at-”—sk u”ban yout–.[30] Pa”t of t–—s
was Camp H—ll, w–—c– oាe”ed stays —n t–e Catsk—ll Moun-
ta—ns fo” suc– youngste”s; anot–e” was p”oduct—on of an
annual Halloween –aunted –ouse —n East O”ange.[30] H—ll
also ”a—sed money fo” Ha—t—an ”efugees, suppo”ted clean
wate” well-bu—ld—ng p”ojects —n Kenya and Uganda, and
staged a ”ap conce”t —n Ha”lem to p”omote vote” ”eg—s-
t”at—on. A 1997 beneិt event fo” t–e Refugee P”oject —n-
t”oduced a Boa”d of T”ustees fo” t–e o”gan—zat—on t–at —n-
cluded Sean Combs, Ma”—a– Ca”ey, Busta R–ymes, Sp—ke
Lee, and ot–e”s as membe”s.[31]

In 1997, t–e Fugees spl—t to wo”k on solo p”ojects,[32]

w–—c– Jean late” blamed on –—s tumultuous ”elat—ons–—p
w—t– H—ll and t–e fact –e ma””—ed –—s w—fe Claud—nette
w–—le st—ll —nvolved w—t– H—ll.[32][33] Meanw–—le, —n t–e
summe” of 1996 H—ll –ad met Ro–an Ma”ley, a son of t–e
late ”eggae legend BobMa”ley and a fo”me” Un—ve”s—ty of
M—am— football playe”.[11] H—ll subse“uently began a ”ela-
t—ons–—p w—t– –—m, w–—le st—ll also —nvolved w—t– Jean.[11]

H—ll became p”egnant, and —n August 1997, Ma”ley and
H—ll’s ិ”st c–—ld, Z—on Dav—d, was bo”n.[6] T–e couple
l—ved —n H—ll’s c–—ld–ood –ouse —n Sout– O”ange afte” s–e
boug–t –e” pa”ents a new –ouse down t–e st”eet.[13]

H—ll –ad a cameo appea”ance —n t–e 1997 ិlmHav Plenty.
In 1998, H—ll took up anot–e” small but —mpo”tant ”ole —n
t–e ិlm Restaurant;[34] Entertainment Weekly p”a—sed –e”
po”t”ayal of t–e p”otagon—st’s p”egnant fo”me” g—”lf”—end
as b”—ng—ng v—go” to t–e ិlm.[35]

1.3 1997–99: The Miseducation of Lauryn
Hill

ནIt’s funny –ow money c–ange a s—tuat—on.པ

ཋT–e open—ng l—ne of ནLost Onesཔ, t–e ិ”st song on The

Miseducation of Lauryn Hill.

H—ll ”eco”ded –e” solo ”eco”d TheMiseducation of Lauryn

Hill f”om late 1997 t–”oug– June 1998 at Tuា Gong Stu-
d—os —n Jama—ca.[2][29] T–e t—tle was —nsp—”ed by t–e book
The Mis-Education of the Negro by Ca”te” G. Woodson
and The Education of Sonny Carson, a ិlm and auto-
b—og”ap–—cal novel.[36] T–e album featu”ed cont”—but—ons
f”om D'Angelo, Ca”los Santana, Ma”y J. Bl—ge and t–e
t–en-unknown Jo–n Legend.[37] Wyclef Jean —n—t—ally d—d
not suppo”t H—ll ”eco”d—ng a solo album, but eventually
oាe”ed –—s p”oduct—on –elp; H—ll tu”ned –—m down.[11]

Seve”al songs on t–e album conce”ned –e” f”ust”at—on
w—t– t–e Fugees; ནI Used to Love H—mཔ dealt w—t– t–e
b”eakdown of t–e ”elat—ons–—p between H—ll and Wyclef
Jean.[36] Ot–e” songs suc– as ནTo Z—onཔ spoke about –e”
dec—s—on to –ave –e” ិ”st baby, even t–oug– many at t–e
t—me encou”aged –e” to –ave an abo”t—on so to not —n-
te”fe”e w—t– –e” blossom—ng ca”ee”.[13][36] Indeed, H—ll’s
p”egnancy ”ev—ved –e” f”om a pe”—od of w”—te”’s block.[29]

In te”ms of p”oduct—on, H—ll collabo”ated w—t– a g”oup
of mus—c—ans known as New A”k, cons—st—ng of Vada
Nobles, Ras–eem Pug–, Tejumold Newton, and Jo–a”—
Newton.[36] H—ll late” sa—d t–at s–e wanted to ནw”—te songs
t–at ly”—cally move me and –ave t–e —nteg”—ty of ”eggae
and t–e knock of –—p-–op and t–e —nst”umentat—on of clas-
s—c soulཔ and t–at t–e p”oduct—on on t–e album was —n-
tended to make t–e mus—c sound ”aw and not compute”-
a—ded.[36] H—ll spoke of p”essu”e f”om –e” label to emulate
P”—nce, w–e”e—n all t”acks would be c”ed—ted as w”—tten
and p”oduced by t–e a”t—st w—t– l—ttle outs—de –elp.[36] S–e
also wanted to be app”ec—ated as an auteu” as muc– as
Jean –ad w—t–—n t–e Fugees.[11] (S–e also saw a fem—n—st
cause: ནBut step out and t”y and cont”ol t–—ngs and t–e”e
a”e doubts. T–—s —s a ve”y sex—st —ndust”y. T–ey'll neve”
t–”ow t–e 'gen—us’ t—tle to a s—ste”.པ[26]) W–—le ”eco”d—ng
t–e album, w–en H—ll was asked about p”ov—d—ng cont”acts
o” documentat—on to t–e mus—c—ans, s–e ”epl—ed, ནWe all
love eac– ot–e”. T–—s a—n't about documents. T–—s —s
blessed.པ[11]

Released on August 25, 1998, t–e album ”ece—ved ”ave
”ev—ews f”om contempo”a”y mus—c c”—t—cs,[38] and was t–e
most accla—med album of 1998.[39] C”—t—cs lauded t–e
album’s blend—ng of t–e R&B, doo-wop, pop, –—p-–op,
and ”eggae gen”es[13] and —ts –onest ”ep”esentat—on of a
woman’s l—fe and ”elat—ons–—ps.[39] Dav—d B”owne, w”—t-
—ng —n Entertainment Weekly, called —t ནan album of often-
aston—s–—ng powe”, st”engt–, and feel—ngཔ, and p”a—sedH—ll
fo” ནeas—ly ីow—ng f”om s—ng—ng to ”app—ng, evok—ng t–e
past w–—le fo”g—ng a futu”e of –e” ownཔ.[40] Robe”t C–”—st-
gau “u—pped, "PC ”eco”d of t–e yea”ཋsongs soft, s—ng—ng
o”d—na”y, ”app—ng sk—lled, ”–ymes up and down, sk—ts de
t”op, p”oduct—on subtle and te””—ិcཔ.[41]

It sold ove” 423,000 cop—es —n —ts ិ”st week (boosted by
advance ”ad—o play of two non-label-sanct—oned s—ngles,
ནLost Onesཔ and ནCan't Take My Eyes Oា Youཔ)[42] and
topped t–e Billboard 200 fo” fou” weeks and t–e Billboard
R&BAlbums c–a”t fo” s—x weeks. It went on to sell about
8 m—ll—on cop—es —n t–e U.S.[22] and 12 m—ll—on cop—es
wo”ldw—de.[11][43][44] Du”—ng 1998 and 1999, H—ll ea”ned
$25 m—ll—on f”om ”eco”d sales and tou”—ng.[11] H—ll, along
w—t– Bl—ge, M—ssy Ell—ott, Mes–ell Ndegeocello, E”yka–
Badu, and ot–e”s, found a fem—n—st vo—ce w—t– t–e neo soul
gen”e.[45]

T–e ិ”st s—ngle ”eleased f”om t–e album was ནLost Onesཔ,
w–—c– ”eac–ed numbe” 27 —n Sp”—ng 1998.[46] T–e second
was "Doo Wop (T–at T–—ng)", w–—c– debuted at num-
be” one on t–e Billboard Hot 100 c–a”t.[46] It exempl—ិed
H—ll’s appeal, comb—n—ng feel—ngs of self-empowe”ment
w—t– self-defense.[45] Ot–e” c–a”ted s—ngles f”om t–e al-
bum we”e "Ex-Facto”", "Eve”yt–—ng Is Eve”yt–—ng" and
ནTo Z—onཔ.[46] In t–e 1998 Pazz & Jop C”—t—cs Poll,Mise-

ducation came second —n t–e l—st of best albums and ནDoo
Wop (T–at T–—ng)" second —n best s—ngles.[47]

In Novembe” 1998, Ma”ley and H—ll’s second c–—ld, Sela–
Lou—se, was bo”n.[4][48] Of be—ng a young mot–e” of two,
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4 1 LIFE AND CAREER

H—ll sa—d, ནIt’s not an easy s—tuat—on at all. You –ave to
”eally p”ay and be –onest w—t– you”self.པ[13]

A tradigital art representation, by artist boki.b, of Hill in her late

1990s appearance

In t–e ”un-up to t–e 1999 G”ammy Awa”ds, H—ll became
t–e ិ”st woman to be nom—nated —n ten catego”—es —n a
s—ngle yea”. In add—t—on to Miseducation wo”ks, t–e nom-
—nat—ons —ncluded –e” ”end—t—on of "Can't Take My Eyes
OាYou" fo” t–e 1997 ិlm Conspiracy Theory, w–—c– –ad
appea”ed on Billboard c–a”ts,[49] and H—ll’s w”—t—ng and
p”oduc—ng of "A Rose Is St—ll a Rose", w–—c– became a
late-—n-ca”ee” –—t fo” A”et–a F”ankl—n.[50] S–e appea”ed on
seve”al magaz—ne cove”s, —nclud—ng Time, Esquire, Rolling
Stone, Teen People andTheNewYork Times FashionMag-

azine.[26] Du”—ng t–e ce”emony, H—ll b”oke anot–e” ”eco”d
by becom—ng t–e ិ”st woman to w—n ិve t—mes —n one
n—g–t,[26] tak—ng –ome t–e awa”ds fo” Album of t–e Yea”,
Best R&B Album, Best R&B Song, Best Female R&B
Vocal Pe”fo”mance, and Best New A”t—st.[51] Du”—ng an
acceptance speec–, s–e sa—d, ནT–—s —s c”azy. T–—s —s –—p-
–op!"[26] H—ll –ad b”oug–t fo”t– a new, ma—nst”eam ac-
ceptance of t–e gen”e.[9][26]

In Feb”ua”y 1999, H—ll ”ece—ved fou” awa”ds at t–e 30t–
Annual NAACP Image Awa”ds.[52] In May 1999, s–e be-
came t–e youngest woman eve” named to Ebony mag-
az—ne's 100+ Most Inីuent—al Black Ame”—cans l—st;[53]

—n Novembe” of t–at yea”, t–e same publ—cat—on named
–e” as one of ན10 Fo” Tomo””owཔ —n t–e ནEbony 2000:
Spec—al M—llenn—um Issueཔ.[54] In May 1999, s–e made
People magaz—ne's 50 Most Beaut—ful People l—st.[4] T–e
publ—cat—on, w–—c– –as called –e” ནmodel-go”geousཔ,[20]

p”a—sed t–e 5-foot-4-—nc– (1.63 m) H—ll fo” –e” —d—osyn-
c”at—c sense of pe”sonal style.[4] In June 1999, s–e ”e-
ce—ved an Essence Awa”d, but –e” acceptance speec–,
w–e”e s–e sa—d t–e”e was no cont”ad—ct—on —n ”el—g—ous
love and se”v—tude and "[be—ng] w–o you a”e, as ីy and
as –ot and as w–ateve”,པ[55] d”ew ”eact—on f”om t–ose —n
t–e publ—c w–o t–oug–t s–e was not a good ”ole model
as a young, unwed mot–e” of two.[56] T–—s was a ”epet—-
t—on of c”—t—c—sm s–e –ad ”ece—ved afte” t–e b—”t– of –e”
ិ”st c–—ld, and s–e –ad sa—d t–at s–e and Ma”ley would
soon be ma””—ed.[13] In ea”ly 2000, H—ll was one of many
a”t—sts and p”oduce”s to s–a”e t–e G”ammy Awa”d fo” Al-
bum of t–e Yea” fo” Santana's 1999 mult—-m—ll—on sell-
—ng Supernatural, w–—c– s–e –ad w”—tten, p”oduced, and
”apped on t–e t”ack ནDo You L—ke t–e Wayཔ fo” (a ”um—-
nat—on on t–e d—”ect—on t–e wo”ld was –eaded, —t also fea-
tu”ed t–e s—ng—ng of CeeLo G”een and t–e s—gnatu”e gu—ta”
”uns of Ca”los Santana). S–e was also nom—nated fo” Best
R&B Song fo” "All T–at I Can Say", w–—c– s–e –ad w”—t-
ten and p”oduced fo” Ma”y J. Bl—ge. Also, –e” concocted
duet w—t– Bob Ma”ley on "Tu”n You” L—g–ts Down Low"
fo” t–e 1999 ”em—x t”—bute album Chant Down Babylon

add—t—onally appea”ed —n t–e 1999 ិlm The Best Man and
late” ”ece—ved a G”ammy nom—nat—on fo” Best Pop Col-
labo”at—on w—t– Vocals.

In Novembe” 1998, New A”k ិled a ិfty-page law-
su—t aga—nst H—ll, –e” management, also –e” ”eco”d la-
bel, cla—m—ng t–at H—ll ནused t–e—” songs and p”oduct—on
sk—lls, but fa—led to p”ope”ly c”ed—t t–em fo” t–e wo”kཔ
onMiseducation.[57] T–e mus—c—ans cla—med to be t–e p”—-
ma”y songw”—te”s on two t”acks, and majo” cont”—buto”s
on seve”al ot–e”s, t–oug– Go”don W—ll—ams, a p”om—nent
”eco”de”, eng—nee”, andm—xe” onMiseducation, desc”—bed
t–e album as a ནpowe”fully pe”sonal eាo”t by H—llཔ and
sa—d ནIt was deិn—tely –e” v—s—on.པ[39] H—ll ”esponded t–at
New A”k –ad been app”op”—ately c”ed—ted and now we”e
seek—ng to take advantage of –e” success.[57] New A”k ”e-
“uested pa”t—al w”—t—ng c”ed—ts on most of t–e t”acks on
t–e album as well as moneta”y ”e—mbu”sement.[58] Af-
te” many delays, depos—t—ons took place du”—ng t–e latte”
pa”t of 2000.[57][58] In pa”t, t–e case —llust”ated t–e d—f-
ិcult bounda”—es between songw”—t—ng and all ot–e” as-
pects t–at went —nto contempo”a”y a””ang—ng, sampl—ng,
and ”eco”d—ng.[57] T–e su—t would eventually be settled out
of cou”t —n Feb”ua”y 2001, w—t– H—ll pay—ng New A”k a
”epo”ted $5 m—ll—on.[36] A f”—end of H—ll’s late” sa—d of t–e
su—t, ནT–at was t–e beg—nn—ng of a c–a—n eាect t–at would
tu”n eve”yt–—ng a l—ttle c”azy.པ[11]

1.4 2000–03: Self-imposed exile and MTV
Unplugged No. 2.0

H—ll began w”—t—ng a sc”eenplay about t–e l—fe of Bob
Ma”ley, —n w–—c– s–e planned to act as –—s w—fe R—ta.[11]

S–e also began p”oduc—ng a ”omant—c comedy about soul
food w—t– a wo”k—ng t—tle of Sauce, and accepted a sta”-
”—ng ”ole —n t–e ិlm adaptat—on of Ton— Mo””—son's novel
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1.5 2004–09: Sporadic touring and recording 5

Beloved;[11] s–e late” d”opped out of bot– p”ojects due
to p”egnancy.[11] S–e also ”epo”tedly tu”ned down ”oles
—n Charlie’s Angels (t–e pa”t t–at went to Lucy L—u), The
Bourne Identity, The Mexican, The Matrix Reloaded and
The Matrix Revolutions.[11]

Du”—ng 2000, H—ll d”opped out of t–e publ—c eye. T–e
p”essu”es of fame began to ove”w–elm –e”.[11][20] S–e d—s-
l—ked not be—ng able to go out of –e” –ouse to do s—m-
ple e””ands w—t–out –av—ng to wo””y about –e” p–ys—cal
appea”ance.[11][36] S–e ិ”ed –e” management team and
began attend—ng B—ble study classes ិve days a week; s–e
also stopped do—ng —nte”v—ews, watc–—ng telev—s—on and l—s-
ten—ng to mus—c.[36] S–e sta”ted assoc—at—ng w—t– a ནsp—”—-
tual adv—so”པ named B”ot–e” Ant–ony.[11] Some fam—l—a”
w—t– H—ll bel—eve Ant–ony mo”e ”esembled a cult leade”
t–an a sp—”—tual adv—so”,[11][59] and t–oug–t –—s gu—dance
p”obably —nsp—”ed muc– of H—ll’s mo”e cont”ove”s—al pub-
l—c be–av—o”.[59]

S–e late” desc”—bed t–—s pe”—od of –e” l—fe to Essence say-
—ng ནPeople need to unde”stand t–at t–e Lau”yn H—ll t–ey
we”e exposed to —n t–e beg—nn—ng was all t–at was allowed
—n t–at a”ena at t–at t—me… I –ad to step away w–en I ”eal-
—zed t–at fo” t–e sake of t–e mac–—ne, I was be—ng way too
comp”om—sed. I felt uncomfo”table about –av—ng to sm—le
—n someone’s face w–en I ”eally d—dn't l—ke t–em o” even
know t–em well enoug– to l—ke t–em.པ[60] S–e also spoke
about –e” emot—onal c”—s—s, say—ng, ནFo” two o” t–”ee yea”s
I was away f”om all soc—al —nte”act—on. It was a ve”y —n-
t”ospect—ve t—me because I –ad to conf”ont my fea”s and
maste” eve”y demon—c t–oug–t about —nfe”—o”—ty, about —n-
secu”—ty o” t–e fea” of be—ng black, young and g—fted —n
t–—s weste”n cultu”e.པ[60] S–e went on to say t–at s–e –ad
to ិg–t to ”eta—n –e” —dent—ty, and was fo”ced ནto deal w—t–
folks w–o we”en't –appy about t–at.པ[60]

In July 2001, w–—le p”egnant w—t– –e” t–—”d c–—ld, H—ll un-
ve—led –e” new mate”—al to a small c”owd, fo” a tap—ng of
an MTV Unplugged spec—al.[11][61] An album of t–e con-
ce”t, t—tledMTV Unplugged No. 2.0, was ”eleased —n May
2002 and featu”ed only –e” s—ng—ng and play—ng an acous-
t—c gu—ta”.[61] Unl—ke t–e nea”-unan—mous p”a—se of Mise-

ducation, 2.0 s–a”ply d—v—ded c”—t—cs. AllMus—c gave t–e
album 4 out of 5 sta”s, say—ng t–at t–e ”eco”d—ng ན—s t–e
unិn—s–ed, unី—nc–—ng p”esentat—on of —deas and of a pe”-
son. It may not be a p”ope” follow-up to –e” ិ”st album,
but —t —s fasc—nat—ng.པ[62] Rolling Stone called t–e album ནa
publ—c b”eakdownཔ[11] and Robe”t H—lbu”n of t–e Los An-
geles Times sa—d t–e album’s t—tle opened H—ll up fo” jokes
t–at s–e –ad become un–—nged.[63] NME w”ote t–at "Un-

plugged 2.0 —s a spa”se and often g”uell—ng l—sten, but t–e”e
—s enoug– gen—us s–ad—ng t–ese ”oug– sketc–es to suggest
t–at all m—g–t not yet be lost.པW—t– t–e m—xed ”ev—ews and
no s—gn—ិcant ”ad—o a—”play, 2.0 debuted at numbe” t–”ee
on t–e Billboard 200,[64] but t–en “u—ckly fell down t–e
c–a”ts[63] and ended up sell—ng less t–an 500,000 cop—es
—n t–e U.S.[11] Ne—t–e” t–e album no” —ts songs placed —n
t–e 2002 Pazz & Jop C”—t—cs Poll.[65] He” song ནMys-
te”y of In—“u—tyཔ was nom—nated fo” a G”ammy Awa”d

fo” Best Female Rap Solo Pe”fo”mance[66] and used as
an —nte”polat—on by –—p-–op p”oduce”/songw”—te” Kanye
West fo” –—s s—ngle "All Falls Down", as sung by Syleena
Jo–nson.[67]

A”ound 2001, Ma”ley and H—ll’s t–—”d c–—ld, Jos–ua
Oma”u, was bo”n.[48] Hewas followed a yea” late” by t–e—”
fou”t–, Jo–n Nesta.[48] W–—le H—ll somet—mes –ad spoken
of Ma”ley as –e” –usband, t–ey neve” ma””—ed, and along
t–e way s–e was —nfo”med t–at Ma”ley –ad been p”ev—-
ously ma””—ed at a young age.[11] Fu”t–e”mo”e, acco”d—ng
to a 2003 Rolling Stone ”epo”t, –e –ad neve” secu”ed a
d—vo”ce;[11] but Ma”ley late” d—sputed t–—s and made pub-
l—c to a blog a 1996 d—vo”ce document f”om Ha—t—.[68] T–e
two –ad been l—v—ng —n a –—g–-endM—am— –otel, but a”ound
2003 s–e moved out —nto –e” own place —n t–at c—ty.[11]

H—ll late” sa—d t–at s–e and Ma”ley ན–ave –ad long pe”—ods
of sepa”at—on ove” t–e yea”sཔ.[69] H—ll slowly wo”ked on a
new album and —t was ”epo”ted t–at by 2003, Columb—a
Reco”ds –ad spent mo”e t–an $2.5 m—ll—on fund—ng —t, —n-
clud—ng —nstall—ng a ”eco”d—ng stud—o —n t–e s—nge”’s M—-
am— apa”tment and ីy—ng d—ាe”ent mus—c—ans a”ound t–e
count”y.[11]

By 2002, H—ll –ad s–ut down –e” non-p”oិt Refugee
P”oject.[70] S–e sa—d, ནI –ad a nonp”oិt o”gan—zat—on and
I –ad to s–ut all t–at down. You know, sm—l—ng w—t– b—g
c–ecks, obl—gato”y t–—ngs, not –av—ng t–—ngs come f”om a
place of pass—on. T–at’s slave”y. Eve”yt–—ng we do s–ould
be a ”esult of ou” g”at—tude fo” w–at God –as done fo” us.
It s–ould be pass—onate.པ[70]

In Decembe” 2003, H—ll, du”—ng a pe”fo”mance —n Vat—can
C—ty, spoke of t–e ནco””upt—on, explo—tat—on, and abusesཔ
—n ”efe”ence to t–e molestat—on of boys by Cat–ol—c p”—ests
—n t–e Un—ted States and t–e cove”-up of oាenses by
Cat–ol—c C–u”c– oឹc—als.[71] H—g–-”ank—ng c–u”c– of-
ិc—als we”e —n attendance, but Pope Jo–n Paul II was
not p”esent.[71] T–e Cat–ol—c League called H—ll ནpat–o-
log—cally m—se”ableཔ and cla—med –e” ca”ee” was ན—n
decl—neཔ.[72] T–e follow—ng day, seve”al ”epo”te”s sug-
gested t–at H—ll’s comments at t–e Vat—can may –ave been
—nីuenced by –e” sp—”—tual adv—so”, B”ot–e” Ant–ony.[59]

1.5 2004–09: Sporadic touring and
recording

In 2004, H—ll cont”—buted a new song, ནT–e Pass—onཔ,
to The Passion of the Christ: Songs. A ”em—x ve”s—on
w—t– Jo–n Legend of –—s "So H—g–" ended up ”ece—v—ng a
G”ammy Awa”d nom—nat—on fo” Best R&B Pe”fo”mance
by a Duo o” G”oup w—t– Vocals. A”ound t–—s t—me, H—ll
began sell—ng a pay-pe”-v—ewmus—c v—deo of t–e song ནSo-
c—al D”ugsཔ t–”oug– –e” webs—te.[73] T–ose w–o pu”c–ase
t–e $15 v—deo would only be able to v—ew —t t–”ee t—mes be-
fo”e —t exp—”ed. In add—t—on to t–e v—deo, H—ll began sell—ng
autog”ap–ed poste”s and Pola”o—ds t–”oug– –e” webs—te,
w—t– some —tems l—sted at upwa”ds of $500.[73]

Fo” t–e ិ”st t—me s—nce 1997, t–e Fugees pe”fo”med —n
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6 1 LIFE AND CAREER

Hill performing in Central Park, New York, 2005

Septembe” 2004 at Dave Chappelle’s Block Party —n t–e
Bedfo”d-Stuyvesant ne—g–bo”–ood of B”ooklyn. T–e con-
ce”t featu”ed H—ll’s nea”ly a cappella ”end—t—on of ནK—ll—ng
Me Softlyཔ. T–e event was ”eco”ded by d—”ecto” M—c–el
Gond”y and was ”eleased on Ma”c– 3, 2006, to un—ve”-
sal accla—m.[74] T–e Fugees also appea”ed at BET Awa”ds
2005 du”—ng June 2005, w–e”e t–ey opened t–e s–ow w—t–
a 12-m—nute set. One t”ack, ནTake It Easyཔ, was leaked
onl—ne and t–e”eafte” was ”eleased as an Inte”net s—ngle —n
late Septembe”. It peaked at numbe” fo”ty on t–e Bill-

board R&B C–a”t.[75] In 2005, s–e told USA Today, ནIf
I make mus—c now, —t w—ll only be to p”ov—de —nfo”ma-
t—on to my own c–—ld”en. If ot–e” people beneិt f”om
—t, t–en so be —t.པ[76] W–en asked –ow s–e now felt about
t–e songs on 2.0, s–e stated ནa lot of t–e songs we”e t”an-
s—t—onal. T–e mus—c was about –ow I was feel—ng at t–e
t—me, even t–oug– I was document—ng my d—st”ess as well
as my bu”sts of joy.པ[76]

T–e Fugees emba”ked on a Eu”opean tou” —n late 2005.[77]

Old tens—ons between H—ll and t–e ot–e” membe”s of
t–e g”oup soon ”esu”faced, and t–e ”eun—on ended be-
fo”e an album could be ”eco”ded; Jean and M—c–el bot–
blamed H—ll fo” t–e spl—t.[20] H—ll ”epo”tedly demanded to
be add”essed by eve”yone, —nclud—ng –e” bandmates, as
ནMs. H—ll"; s–e also cons—de”ed c–ang—ng –e” mon—ke”
to ནEmp”essཔ.[20] H—ll’s ta”d—ness was also c—ted as a con-
t”—but—ng facto”.[20]

H—ll began tou”—ng on –e” own, alt–oug– to m—xed ”e-
v—ews; often a””—v—ng late to conce”ts (somet—mes by ove”
two –ou”s), pe”fo”m—ng unpopula” ”econិgu”at—ons of –e”
songs and spo”t—ng an exagge”ated appea”ance.[20][78] On
some occas—ons, fans –ave booed –e” and left ea”ly.[79] In

Lauryn Hill performing in Brazil in 2007

June 2007, Sony Reco”ds sa—d H—ll –ad been ”eco”d—ng
t–”oug– t–e past decade, –ad accumulated cons—de”able
un”eleasedmate”—al and –ad ”e-ente”ed t–e stud—o w—t– t–e
goal of mak—ng a new album.[80] Late” t–at same yea”, an
album t—tled Ms. Hill, w–—c– featu”ed cuts f”om Misedu-

cation, va”—ous soundt”acks cont”—but—ons and ot–e” ནun-
”eleasedཔ songs, was ”eleased. It featu”es guest appea”-
ances f”omD'Angelo, Ra– D—gga and Jo–n Fo”té.[81] Also
—n June 2007, H—ll ”eleased a new song, "Lose Myself",
on t–e soundt”ack to t–e ិlm Surf’s Up.[82]

In ea”ly 2008, Ma”ley and H—ll’s ិft– c–—ld, Sa”a–, was
bo”n.[20][48] T–e couple was not l—v—ng toget–e”, alt–oug–
Ma”ley cons—de”ed t–em ནsp—”—tually toget–e”པ even w–—le
l—st—ng –—mself as s—ngle on soc—al med—a.[20] H—ll late”
sa—d t–at s–e and Ma”ley ན–ave [–ad] a long and com-
plex –—sto”y about w–—c– many —naccu”ac—es –ave been
”epo”ted s—nce t–e beg—nn—ngཔ and t–at t–ey bot– valued
t–e—” p”—vacy.[69] By August 2008, H—ll was l—v—ng w—t– –e”
mot–e” and c–—ld”en —n –e” –ometown of Sout– O”ange,
New Je”sey.[20]

Repo”ts —n m—d-2008 cla—med t–at Columb—a Reco”ds
t–en bel—eved H—ll to be on –—atus.[20] Ma”ley d—sputed
t–ese cla—ms, tell—ng an —nte”v—ewe” t–at H—ll –as enoug–
mate”—al fo” seve”al albums: ནS–e w”—tes mus—c —n t–e
bat–”oom, on to—let pape”, on t–e wall. S–e w”—tes —t —n
t–e m—””o” —f t–e m—””o” smokes up. S–e w”—tes constantly.
T–—s woman does not sleepཔ.[79] One of t–e few publ—c
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appea”ances H—ll made —n 2008 was at a Ma”t–a Stew-
a”t book-s—gn—ng —n New Je”sey, pe”plex—ng some —n t–e
p”ess.[83] In Ap”—l 2009, —t was ”epo”ted t–at H—ll would
engage —n a 10-day tou” of Eu”opean summe” fest—vals
du”—ng m—d-July of t–at yea”. S–e pe”fo”med two s–ows
fo” t–e tou” and passed out on stage du”—ng t–e sta”t of
–e” second pe”fo”mance and left t–e stage. S–e ”efused
to g—ve ”efunds to ang”y consume”s fo” t–e s–ow.[84] On
June 10, H—ll’s management —nfo”med t–e p”omote”s of
t–e Stock–olm Jazz Fest—val, w–—c– s–e was sc–eduled to
–eadl—ne, t–at s–e would not be pe”fo”m—ng due to un-
spec—ិed ན–ealt– ”easons.པ[84] S–o”tly afte”wa”d, t–e ”est
of t–e tou” was canceled as well.[84]

1.6 2010–present: Further activities and
imprisonment

In Janua”y 2010, H—ll ”etu”ned to t–e l—ve stage and pe”-
fo”med —n stops ac”oss New Zealand and Aust”al—a on t–e
Raggamuឹn Mus—c Fest—val.[85] Many of t–e songs t–at
H—ll –ad pe”fo”med and ”eco”ded ove” t–e past s—x yea”s
we”e —ncluded on an Ap”—l 2010 unoឹc—al comp—lat—on
album t—tled Khulami Phase.[86] T–e album also fea-
tu”es a ”ange of ot–e” mate”—al found on t–e Ms. Hill

comp—lat—on.[86] H—ll appea”ed at t–e Ha”mony Fest—val —n
Santa Rosa, Cal—fo”n—a, —n June 2010, –e” ិ”st l—ve Ame”-
—can pe”fo”mance —n seve”al yea”s.[87] An un”eleased song
called "Repe”cuss—ons" was leaked v—a t–e Inte”net —n late
July 2010, debut—ng at numbe” 94 on B—llboa”d's Hot
R&B/H—p-Hop Songs (and peaked at numbe” 83 t–e fol-
low—ng week), mak—ng —t –e” ិ”st B—llboa”d c–a”t appea”-
ance as a lead a”t—st s—nce 1999.[88]

Hill and her backing musicians performing at Coachella Valley

Music Festival in California in 2011

H—ll jo—ned t–e Rock t–e Bells –—p-–op fest—val se”—es —n
t–e U.S. du”—ng August 2010, and as pa”t of t–at yea”’s
t–eme of ”ende”—ng class—c albums, s–e pe”fo”med The

Miseducation of Lauryn Hill —n —ts ent—”ety fo” t–e ិ”st
t—me.[89] S–e —nc”eased t–e tempo and u”gency f”om t–e
o”—g—nal ”eco”d—ng, but at t—mes –ad d—ឹculty —n com-
mun—cat—ng w—t– –e” band.[89] H—ll cont—nued tou”—ng, —n-

clud—ng a set at t–e 6t– Annual Jazz —n t–e Ga”dens, —n
M—am—Ga”dens, Flo”—da —n Decembe”.[90] In Sp”—ng 2011,
H—ll pe”fo”med at t–e Coac–ella ValleyMus—c Fest—val,[91]

New O”leans Jazz Fest,[92] and at T–e Cosmopol—tan of
Las Vegas.[93] In July 2011, H—ll gave b—”t– to –e” s—xt–
c–—ld, M—ca–, –e” ិ”st not w—t– Ro–an Ma”ley; t–e fat–e”
”ema—ns publ—cly unknown.[69]

In Feb”ua”y 2012, H—ll pe”fo”med a new song t—tled ནFea”-
less Vamp—”e K—lle”པ, du”—ng a sold-out pe”fo”mance at
t–e Wa”ne” T–eate” —n Was–—ngton, D.C.[94] In late 2012,
H—ll tou”ed w—t– ”appe” Nas; –e” po”t—on of t–e tou”, t—-
tled Black Rage, —s named afte” –e” song, ”eleased Oc-
tobe” 30.[95] H—ll –as desc”—bed t–e song as be—ng ནabout
t–e de”—vat—ve eាects of ”ac—al —ne“u—ty and abuseཔ and ནa
juxtapos—t—on to t–e statement 'l—fe —s good,' w–—c– s–e be-
l—eves can only be so w–en t–ese long stand—ng —ssues a”e
add”essed and ”esolved.པ[96]

In June 2012, H—ll was c–a”ged w—t– t–”ee counts of tax
f”aud o” fa—l—ng to ិle taxes (T—tle 26 USC § 7202W—llful
fa—lu”e to collect o” pay ove” tax) not tax evas—on on $1.8
m—ll—on of —ncome ea”ned between 2005 and 2007.[97]

Du”—ng t–—s t—me s–e –ad tou”ed as a mus—cal a”t—st, ea”ned
”oyalt—es f”om bot– –e” ”eco”ds and f”om ិlms s–e –ad ap-
pea”ed —n, and –ad owned and been —n c–a”ge of mult—ple
co”po”at—ons.[98] In a long post to –e” Tumbl”, H—ll sa—d
t–at s–e –ad gone ནunde”g”oundཔ and –ad ”ejected pop
cultu”e’s ནcl—mate of –ost—l—ty, false ent—tlement, man—p-
ulat—on, ”ac—al p”ejud—ce, sex—sm and age—sm.པ S–e added
t–at, ནW–en I was wo”k—ng cons—stently w—t–out be—ng af-
fected by t–e —nte”fe”ences ment—oned above, I ិled and
pa—d my taxes. T–—s only stopped w–en —t was neces-
sa”y to w—t–d”aw f”om soc—ety, —n o”de” to gua”antee t–e
safety and well-be—ng of myself and my fam—ly.པ[99][100]

On June 29, 2012, H—ll appea”ed —n t–e Un—ted States
D—st”—ct Cou”t fo” t–e D—st”—ct of New Je”sey —n Newa”k
and pleaded gu—lty to t–e c–a”ges; –e” atto”ney sa—d s–e
would make ”est—tut—on fo” t–e back taxes s–e owed.[97]

ByAp”—l 22, 2013, H—ll –ad pa—d back only $50,000 of t–e
$554,000 s–e owed —mmed—ately; U.S. Mag—st”ate Judge
Madel—ne Cox A”leo c”—t—c—zed H—ll, say—ng ནT–—s —s not
someone w–o stands befo”e t–e cou”t penn—less. T–—s
—s a c”—m—nal matte”. Act—ons speak loude” t–an wo”ds,
and t–e”e –as been no eាo”t –e”e to pay t–ese taxes.པ[100]

H—ll also faced poss—ble ev—ct—on f”om –e” ”ented –ome
—n Sout– O”ange as well as a c—v—l lawsu—t f”om t–e town
fo” ”unn—ng a bus—ness out of a –ome w—t–out a zon—ng
pe”m—t.[101]

On May 4, 2013, H—ll ”eleased –e” ិ”st oឹc—al s—n-
gle —n ove” a decade, "Neu”ot—c Soc—ety (Compulso”y
M—x)".[102] S–e late” publ—s–ed a message on –e” Tumbl”
desc”—b—ng –ow s–e was ན”e“u—”ed to ”elease [—t] —mmed—-
ately, by v—”tue of t–e —mpend—ng legal deadl—ne.པ[102] T–e
”elease ”ece—ved some c”—t—c—sm fo” ly”—cs t–at appea”ed to
t—e soc—etal decay to ce”ta—n LGBT soc—al movements.[103]

H—ll ”esponded t–at t–e song was not ta”geted at any pa”-
t—cula” g”oup but was —nstead focused on anyone –—d—ng
be–—nd neu”ot—c be–av—o”.[104] Follow—ng a deal w—t– Sony
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Mus—c, w–—c– —nvolves H—ll c”eat—ng a new ”eco”d label
w—t–—n t–e company, H—ll was sa—d to be sc–eduled to ”e-
lease –e” ិ”st album —n ិfteen yea”s du”—ng 2013.[102]

On May 6, 2013, H—ll was sentenced by Judge A”leo to
se”ve t–”ee mont–s —n p”—son fo” fa—l—ng to ិle taxes/tax
f”aud and t–”ee mont–s –ouse a””est afte”wa”ds as pa”t
of a yea” of supe”v—sed p”obat—on.[105][106] S–e –ad faced
a poss—ble sentence of as long as 36 mont–s,[100] and t–e
sentence g—ven took —nto account –e” lack of a p”—o” c”—m-
—nal ”eco”d and –e” s—x m—no”-aged c–—ld”en.[106][107] By
t–—s po—nt H—ll –ad fully pa—d back $970,000 —n back taxes
and penalt—es s–e owed, w–—c– also took —nto account
an add—t—onal $500,000 t–at H—ll –ad —n un”epo”ted —n-
come fo” 2008 and 2009.[107] In t–e cou”t”oom, H—ll sa—d
t–at s–e –ad l—ved ནve”y modestlyཔ cons—de”—ng –ow muc–
money s–e –ad made fo” ot–e”s,[106] and t–at ནI am a c–—ld
of fo”me” slaves w–o –ad a system —mposed on t–em. I
–ad an econom—c system —mposed on me.པ[105] H—ll ”e-
po”ted to t–e m—n—mum-secu”—ty Fede”al Co””ect—onal In-
st—tut—on, Danbu”y on July 8, 2013, to beg—n se”v—ng –e”
sentence.[108]

H—ll was ”eleased f”om p”—son on Octobe” 4, 2013, a few
days ea”ly fo” good be–av—o”, and began –e” –ome con-
ិnement and p”obat—ona”y pe”—ods.[109] S–e put out a s—n-
gle called ནConsume”—smཔ t–at s–e –ad ិn—s–ed, v—a ve”bal
and e-ma—led —nst”uct—ons, w–—le —nca”ce”ated.[110] Judge
A”leo allowed –e” to postpone pa”t of –e” conិnement —n
o”de” to tou” —n late 2013 unde” st”—ct cond—t—ons.[111]

Du”—ng 2014, H—ll was –ea”d as t–e na””ato” ofConcerning
Violence, an awa”d-w—nn—ng Swed—s– documenta”y on t–e
Af”—can l—be”at—on st”uggles of t–e 1960s and 1970s.[112]

S–e also cont—nued to d”aw med—a attent—on fo” –e” e””at—c
be–av—o”, appea”—ng late tw—ce —n t–e same day fo” sets at
Voodoo Fest —n Novembe” 2014.[113]

In May 2015, H—ll canceled –e” sc–eduled conce”t outs—de
Tel Av—v —n Is”ael follow—ng a soc—al med—a campa—gn f”om
act—v—sts p”omot—ng t–e Boycott, D—vestment and Sanc-
t—ons campa—gn. S–e sa—d s–e –ad wanted to also pe”fo”m
a s–ow —n Ramalla– —n t–e West Bank but log—st—cal p”ob-
lems –ad p”oved too g”eat. H—ll stated: ནIt —s ve”y —mpo”-
tant to me t–at my p”esence o” message not be m—scon-
st”ued, o” a sou”ce of al—enat—on to e—t–e” my Is”ael— o” my
Palest—n—an fans.པ[114]

H—ll cont”—buted –e” vo—ce to t–e soundt”ack fo” What

Happened, Miss Simone?, a 2015 documenta”y about t–e
l—fe of N—na S—mone, an Ame”—can s—nge”, p—an—st, and
c—v—l ”—g–ts act—v—st. H—ll was o”—g—nally supposed to ”eco”d
only two songs fo” t–e ”eco”d, but ended up ”eco”d—ng
s—x. S–e also se”ved as a p”oduce” on t–e comp alongs—de
Robe”t Glaspe”. H—ll sa—d of –e” connect—on to S—mone:
ནBecause I fed on t–—s mus—c ... I bel—eved I always –ad
a ”—g–t to –ave a vo—ce. He” example —s clea”ly a fo”m of
sustenance to a gene”at—on need—ng to ិnd t–e—”s. W–at
a g—ft.པ[115] NPR c”—t—cally p”a—sed H—ll’s pe”fo”mance on
t–e soundt”ack, stat—ng: ནT–—s album ma—nly s–owcases
Lau”yn H—ll’s b”eadt– and dexte”—ty. Not fo”mally ma”-

keted as H—ll’s comeback album, –e” s—x t”acks –e”e make
t–—s –e” most comp”e–ens—ve set of stud—o ”eco”d—ngs
s—nce The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill —n 1998.པ[116]

In Ap”—l 2016, H—ll –osted and –eadl—ned w–at was b—lled
as t–e —naugu”al D—aspo”a Call—ng! fest—val at t–e K—ngs
T–eat”e —n B”ooklyn.[117] T–e fest—val’s pu”pose was to
s–owcase t–e eាo”ts of mus—c—ans and a”t—sts f”om a”ound
t–e Af”—can d—aspo”a.[118] But t–e follow—ng mont–, H—ll
was app”ox—mately 1 –ou” late (not 2 –ou”s and 20 m—n-
utes as p”ev—ously ”epo”ted) fo” –e” s–ow at t–e C–asta—n
Pa”k Amp–—t–eat”e —n Atlanta.[119]Moments afte” t–e less
t–an 90 m—nute s–ow ended, s–e sa—d –e” d”—ve” –ad got-
ten lost and s–e could not –elp t–at. Less t–an 48 –ou”s
late”, afte” a la”ge backlas– f”om –e” fans on Tw—tte”, s–e
took to –e” Facebook page and stated s–e was late fo” t–e
conce”t because of ce”ta—n needs, —nclud—ng –e” need to
ནal—gn –e” ene”g—es.པ

2 Discography

Ma—n a”t—cle: Lau”yn H—ll d—scog”ap–y

• The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill (1998)

3 Filmography

4 See also
• L—st of awa”ds and nom—nat—ons ”ece—ved by Lau”yn
H—ll
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