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Chapter 1

Martin Luther King, Jr.

ནMa”t—’ Lut–e” K—’gཔ a’d ནMLKཔ ”ed—”ect –e”e. Fo”
ot–e” uses, see Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g (d—sa‘b—guat—o’) a’d
MLK (d—sa‘b—guat—o’).

Martin Luther King, Jr. (Ja’ua”y 15, 1929 ཊ Ap”—l
4, 1968) was a’ A‘e”—ca’ Bapt—st ‘—’—ste”, act—v—st,
–u‘a’—ta”—a’, a’d leade” —’ t–e Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ C—v—l
R—g–ts Move‘e’t. He —s best k’ow’ fo” –—s ”ole —’ t–e
adva’ce‘e’t of c—v—l ”—g–ts us—’g ’o’v—ole’t c—v—l d—sobe-
d—e’ce based o’ –—s C–”—st—a’ bel—efs.

K—’g beca‘e a c—v—l ”—g–ts act—v—st ea”ly —’ –—s ca”ee”.
He led t–e 1955 Mo’tgo‘e”y Bus Boycott a’d –elped
fou’d t–e Sout–e”’ C–”—st—a’ Leade”s–—p Co’fe”e’ce
(SCLC) —’ 1957, se”v—’g as —ts ិ”st p”es—de’t. W—t– t–e
SCLC, K—’g led a’ u’successful 1962 st”uggle aga—’st
seg”egat—o’ —’ Alba’y, Geo”g—a (t–e Alba’y Move‘e’t),
a’d –elped o”ga’—ze t–e 1963 ’o’v—ole’t p”otests —’
B—”‘—’g–a‘, Alaba‘a. K—’g also –elped to o”ga’—ze t–e
1963 Ma”c– o’ Was–—’gto’, w–e”e –e del—ve”ed –—s fa-
‘ous "I Have a D”ea‘" speec–. T–e”e, –e establ—s–ed
–—s ”eputat—o’ as o’e of t–e g”eatest o”ato”s —’ A‘e”—ca’
–—sto”y.

O’ Octobe” 14, 1964, K—’g ”ece—ved t–e Nobel Peace
P”—ze fo” co‘bat—’g ”ac—al —’e“ual—ty t–”oug– ’o’v—o-
le’ce. I’ 1965, –e –elped to o”ga’—ze t–e Sel‘a to Mo’t-
go‘e”y ‘a”c–es, a’d t–e follow—’g yea” –e a’d SCLC
took t–e ‘ove‘e’t ’o”t– to C–—cago to wo”k o’ seg”e-
gated –ous—’g. I’ t–e ិ’al yea”s of –—s l—fe, K—’g ex-
pa’ded –—s focus to —’clude pove”ty a’d speak aga—’st t–e
V—et’a‘ Wa”, al—e’at—’g ‘a’y of –—s l—be”al all—es w—t– a
1967 speec– t—tled "Beyo’d V—et’a‘".

I’ 1968, K—’g was pla’’—’g a ’at—o’al occupat—o’ of
Was–—’gto’, D.C., to be called t–e Poo” Peopleཐs Ca‘-
pa—g’, w–e’ –e was assass—’ated o’ Ap”—l 4 —’ Me‘p–—s,
Te’’essee. H—s deat– was followed by ”—ots —’ ‘a’y U.S.
c—t—es.

K—’g was post–u‘ously awa”ded t–e P”es—de’t—al Medal
of F”eedo‘ a’d t–e Co’g”ess—o’al Gold Medal. Ma”t—’
Lut–e” K—’g, J”. Day was establ—s–ed as a –ol—day —’
’u‘e”ous c—t—es a’d states beg—’’—’g —’ 1971, a’d as a
U.S. fede”al –ol—day —’ 1986. Hu’d”eds of st”eets —’ t–e
U.S. –ave bee’ ”e’a‘ed —’ –—s –o’o”, a’d a cou’ty —’
Was–—’gto’ State was also ”e’a‘ed fo” –—‘. T–e Ma”t—’

Lut–e” K—’g, J”. Me‘o”—al o’ t–e Nat—o’al Mall —’Was–-
—’gto’, D.C., was ded—cated —’ 2011.

1.1 Early life and education

King’s high school alma mater was named after African-

American scholar Booker T. Washington.

K—’g was bo”’ o’ Ja’ua”y 15, 1929, —’ Atla’ta, Geo”-
g—a, to Reve”e’d Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, S”., a’d Albe”ta
W—ll—a‘s K—’g.[1] K—’gཐs legal ’a‘e at b—”t– was M—c–ael
K—’g,[2] a’d –—s fat–e” was also bo”’ M—c–ael K—’g, but
t–e elde” K—’g c–a’ged –—s a’d –—s so’ཐs ’a‘es follow—’g
a 1934 t”—p to Ge”‘a’y to atte’d t–e F—ft– Bapt—st Wo”ld
All—a’ce Co’g”ess —’ Be”l—’. It was du”—’g t–—s t—‘e –e
c–ose to be called Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g —’ –o’o” of t–e
Ge”‘a’ ”efo”‘e” Ma”t—’ Lut–e”.[3][4] K—’g –ad I”—s– a’-
cest”y t–”oug– –—s pate”’al g”eat-g”a’dfat–e”.[5][6]

K—’g was a ‘—ddle c–—ld, betwee’ a’ olde” s—ste”, W—ll—e
C–”—st—’e K—’g, a’d a you’ge” b”ot–e”, Alf”ed Da’—el
W—ll—a‘s K—’g.[7] K—’g sa’g w—t– –—s c–u”c– c–o—” at
t–e 1939 Atla’ta p”e‘—e”e of t–e ‘ov—e Gone with the

Wind.[8] K—’g l—ked s—’g—’g a’d ‘us—c. K—’gཐs ‘ot–e”, a’
acco‘pl—s–ed o”ga’—st a’d c–o—” leade”, took –—‘ to va”-
—ous c–u”c–es to s—’g. He ”ece—ved atte’t—o’ fo” s—’g—’g
ནI Wa’t to Be Mo”e a’d Mo”e L—ke Jesus.པ K—’g late”
beca‘e a ‘e‘be” of t–e ju’—o” c–o—” —’ –—s c–u”c–.[9]

K—’g sa—d –—s fat–e” ”egula”ly w–—pped –—‘ u’t—l –e was
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2 CHAPTER 1. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

ិftee’ a’d a ’e—g–bo” ”epo”ted –ea”—’g t–e elde” K—’g
tell—’g –—s so’ ན–e would ‘ake so‘et–—’g of –—‘ eve’ —f
–e –ad to beat –—‘ to deat–.པ K—’g saw –—s fat–e”ཐs p”oud
a’d u’af”a—d p”otests —’ ”elat—o’ to seg”egat—o’, suc– as
K—’g S”. ”efus—’g to l—ste’ to a t”aឹc pol—ce‘a’ afte” be-
—’g ”efe””ed to as ནboyཔ o” stalk—’g out of a sto”e w—t– –—s
so’ w–e’ be—’g told by a s–oe cle”k t–at t–ey would –ave
to ‘ove to t–e ”ea” to be se”ved.[10]

W–e’ K—’g was a c–—ld, –e bef”—e’ded a w–—te boy w–ose
fat–e” ow’ed a bus—’ess ’ea” –—s fa‘—lyཐs –o‘e. W–e’ t–e
boys we”e 6, t–ey atte’ded d—ាe”e’t sc–ools, w—t– K—’g
atte’d—’g a seg”egated sc–ool fo” Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’s.
K—’g t–e’ lost –—s f”—e’d because t–e c–—ldཐs fat–e” ’o
lo’ge” wa’ted t–e‘ to play toget–e”.[11]

K—’g suាe”ed f”o‘ dep”ess—o’ t–”oug–out ‘uc– of –—s
l—fe. I’ –—s adolesce’t yea”s, –e —’—t—ally felt so‘e ”e-
se’t‘e’t aga—’st w–—tes due to t–e ན”ac—al –u‘—l—at—o’པ
t–at –e, –—s fa‘—ly, a’d –—s ’e—g–bo”s ofte’ –ad to e’-
du”e —’ t–e seg”egated Sout–.[12] At age 12, s–o”tly afte”
–—s ‘ate”’al g”a’d‘ot–e” d—ed, K—’g bla‘ed –—‘self a’d
ju‘ped out of a seco’d sto”y w—’dow, but su”v—ved.[13]

K—’g was o”—g—’ally skept—cal of ‘a’y of C–”—st—a’—tyཐs
cla—‘s. At t–e age of t–—”tee’, –e de’—ed t–e bod—ly
”esu””ect—o’ of Jesus du”—’g Su’day sc–ool.[14] F”o‘
t–—s po—’t, –e stated, ནdoubts bega’ to sp”—’g fo”t–
u’”ele’t—’glyཔ.[15][14] Howeve”, –e late” co’cluded t–at
t–e B—ble –as ན‘a’y p”ofou’d t”ut–s w–—c– o’e ca’’ot
escapeཔ a’d dec—ded to e’te” t–e se‘—’a”y.[14]

G”ow—’g up —’ Atla’ta, K—’g atte’ded Booke” T. Was–-
—’gto’ H—g– Sc–ool. He beca‘e k’ow’ fo” –—s pub-
l—c speak—’g ab—l—ty a’d was pa”t of t–e sc–oolཐs debate
tea‘.[16] K—’g beca‘e t–e you’gest ass—sta’t ‘a’age” of
a ’ewspape” del—ve”y stat—o’ fo” t–e Atlanta Journal —’
1942 at age 13.[17] Du”—’g –—s ju’—o” yea”, –e wo’ ិ”st
p”—ze —’ a’ o”ato”—cal co’test spo’so”ed by t–e Neg”o Elks
Club —’ Dubl—’, Geo”g—a. Retu”’—’g –o‘e to Atla’ta by
bus, –e a’d –—s teac–e” we”e o”de”ed by t–e d”—ve” to sta’d
so w–—te passe’ge”s could s—t dow’. K—’g ”efused —’—-
t—ally, but co‘pl—ed afte” –—s teac–e” —’fo”‘ed –—‘ t–at
–e would be b”eak—’g t–e law —f –e d—d ’ot go alo’g w—t–
t–e o”de”. He late” c–a”acte”—zed t–—s —’c—de’t as ནt–e a’-
g”—est I –ave eve” bee’ —’ ‘y l—feཔ.[16] A p”ecoc—ous stu-
de’t, –e sk—pped bot– t–e ’—’t– a’d t–e twelft– g”ades
of –—g– sc–ool.[18] It was du”—’g K—’gཐs ju’—o” yea” t–at
Mo”e–ouse College a’’ou’ced —t would accept a’y –—g–
sc–ool ju’—o”s w–o could pass —ts e’t”a’ce exa‘. At t–at
t—‘e, ‘ost of t–e stude’ts –ad aba’do’ed t–e—” stud—es
to pa”t—c—pate —’ Wo”ld Wa” II. Due to t–—s, t–e sc–ool
beca‘e despe”ate to ិll —’ class”oo‘s. At age 15, K—’g
passed t–e exa‘ a’d e’te”edMo”e–ouse.[16] T–e su‘‘e”
befo”e –—s last yea” at Mo”e–ouse, —’ 1947, a’ e—g–tee’-
yea”-old K—’g ‘ade t–e c–o—ce to e’te” t–e ‘—’—st”y afte”
–e co’cluded t–e c–u”c– oាe”ed t–e ‘ost assu”—’g way to
a’swe” ནa’ —’’e” u”ge to se”ve –u‘a’—tyཔ. K—’gཐs ན—’’e”
u”geཔ –ad begu’ develop—’g a’d –e ‘ade peace w—t– t–e
Bapt—st C–u”c–, as –e bel—eved –e would be a ན”at—o’alཔ

‘—’—ste” w—t– se”‘o’s t–at we”e ནa ”espectful fo”ce fo”
—deas, eve’ soc—al p”otest.པ[19]

I’ 1948, –e g”aduated f”o‘ Mo”e–ouse w—t– a B.A. de-
g”ee —’ soc—ology, a’d e’”olled —’ C”oze” T–eolog—cal
Se‘—’a”y —’ C–este”, Pe’’sylva’—a, f”o‘ w–—c– –e g”ad-
uated w—t– a B.D—v. deg”ee —’ 1951.[20][21] K—’gཐs fa-
t–e” fully suppo”ted –—s dec—s—o’ to co’t—’ue –—s educa-
t—o’. K—’g was jo—’ed —’ atte’d—’g C”oze” by Walte” Mc-
Call, a fo”‘e” class‘ate at Mo”e–ouse.[22] At C”oze”,
K—’g was elected p”es—de’t of t–e stude’t body.[23] T–e
Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ stude’ts of C”oze” fo” t–e ‘ost pa”t
co’ducted t–e—” soc—al act—v—ty o’ Edwa”ds St”eet. K—’g
was e’dea”ed to t–e st”eet due to a class‘ate –av—’g a’
au’t t–at p”epa”ed t–e two colla”d g”ee’s, w–—c– t–ey bot–
”el—s–ed.[24] K—’g o’ce called out a stude’t fo” keep—’g
bee” —’ –—s ”oo‘ because of t–e—” s–a”ed ”espo’s—b—l—ty
as Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’s to bea” ནt–e bu”de’s of t–e Neg”o
”ace.པ Fo” a t—‘e, –e was —’te”ested —’ Walte” Rausc–e’-
busc–'s ནsoc—al gospelཔ.[23] I’ –—s t–—”d yea” t–e”e, –e be-
ca‘e ”o‘a’t—cally —’volved w—t– t–e daug–te” of a’ —‘-
‘—g”a’t Ge”‘a’ wo‘a’ wo”k—’g as a cook —’ t–e cafe-
te”—a. T–e daug–te” –ad bee’ —’volved w—t– a p”ofesso”
p”—o” to –e” ”elat—o’s–—p w—t– K—’g. K—’g –ad pla’s of
‘a””y—’g –e”, but was adv—sed ’ot to by f”—e’ds due to t–e
”eact—o’ a’ —’te””ac—al ”elat—o’s–—p would spa”k f”o‘ bot–
blacks a’d w–—tes, as well as t–e c–a’ces of —t dest”oy-
—’g –—s c–a’ces of eve” pasto”—’g a c–u”c– —’ t–e Sout–.
K—’g tea”fully told a f”—e’d t–at –e could ’ot e’du”e –—s
‘ot–e”ཐs pa—’ ove” t–e ‘a””—age a’d b”oke t–e ”elat—o’-
s–—p oា a”ou’d s—x ‘o’t–s late”. He would co’t—’ue to
–ave l—’ge”—’g feel—’gs, w—t– o’e f”—e’d be—’g “uoted as
say—’g, ནHe ’eve” ”ecove”ed.པ[23]

K—’g ‘a””—ed Co”etta Scott, o’ Ju’e 18, 1953, o’ t–e
law’ of –e” pa”e’tsཐ –ouse —’ –e” –o‘etow’ of He—be”ge”,
Alaba‘a.[25] T–ey beca‘e t–e pa”e’ts of fou” c–—ld”e’:
Yola’da K—’g (b. 1955), Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g III (b.
1957), Dexte” Scott K—’g (b. 1961), a’d Be”’—ce K—’g (b.
1963).[26] Du”—’g t–e—” ‘a””—age, K—’g l—‘—ted Co”ettaཐs
”ole —’ t–e C—v—l R—g–ts Move‘e’t, expect—’g –e” to be a
–ousew—fe a’d ‘ot–e”.[27]

K—’g beca‘e pasto” of t–e Dexte” Ave’ue Bapt—st C–u”c–
—’ Mo’tgo‘e”y, Alaba‘a, w–e’ –e was twe’ty-ិve yea”s
old, —’ 1954.[28]

1.1.1 Doctoral studies

See also: Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. aut–o”s–—p —ssues

K—’g bega’ docto”al stud—es —’ syste‘at—c t–eology at
Bosto’ U’—ve”s—ty a’d ”ece—ved –—s P–.D. deg”ee o’ Ju’e
5, 1955, w—t– a d—sse”tat—o’ o’ ནA Co‘pa”—so’ of t–e
Co’cept—o’s of God —’ t–e T–—’k—’g of Paul T—ll—c– a’d
He’”y Nelso’W—e‘a’". A’ acade‘—c —’“u—”y co’cluded
—’ Octobe” 1991 t–at po”t—o’s of –—s d—sse”tat—o’ –ad
bee’ plag—a”—zed a’d –e –ad acted —‘p”ope”ly. Howeve”,
"[d]esp—te —ts ិ’d—’g, t–e co‘‘—ttee sa—d t–at '’o t–oug–t
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s–ould be g—ve’ to t–e ”evocat—o’ of D”. K—’gཐs doc-
to”al deg”ee,' a’ act—o’ t–at t–e pa’el sa—d would se”ve
’o pu”pose.པ[29][30][31] T–e co‘‘—ttee also fou’d t–at
t–e d—sse”tat—o’ st—ll ན‘akes a’ —’tell—ge’t co’t”—but—o’ to
sc–ola”s–—p.པ Howeve”, a lette” —s ’ow attac–ed to K—’gཐs
d—sse”tat—o’ —’ t–e u’—ve”s—ty l—b”a”y, ’ot—’g t–at ’u‘e”-
ous passages we”e —’cluded w—t–out t–e app”op”—ate “uo-
tat—o’s a’d c—tat—o’s of sou”ces.[32]

1.2 Montgomery Bus Boycott, 1955

Ma—’ a”t—cles: Mo’tgo‘e”y Bus Boycott a’d J—‘ C”ow
laws § Publ—c a”e’a
I’ Ma”c– 1955, a ិftee’-yea”-old sc–ool g—”l —’ Mo’t-

Rosa Parks with King, 1955

go‘e”y, Claudette Colv—’, ”efused to g—ve up –e” bus seat
to a w–—te ‘a’ —’ co‘pl—a’ce w—t– J—‘ C”ow laws, laws
—’ t–e US Sout– t–at e’fo”ced ”ac—al seg”egat—o’. K—’g
was o’ t–e co‘‘—ttee f”o‘ t–e B—”‘—’g–a‘ Af”—ca’-
A‘e”—ca’ co‘‘u’—ty t–at looked —’to t–e case; be-
cause Colv—’ was p”eg’a’t a’d u’‘a””—ed, E.D. N—xo’
a’d Cl—ាo”d Du”” dec—ded to wa—t fo” a bette” case to
pu”sue.[33]

O’ Dece‘be” 1, 1955, Rosa Pa”ks was a””ested fo”
”efus—’g to g—ve up –e” seat.[34] T–e Mo’tgo‘e”y Bus
Boycott, u”ged a’d pla’’ed by N—xo’ a’d led by K—’g,
soo’ followed.[35] T–e boycott lasted fo” 385 days,[36]

a’d t–e s—tuat—o’ beca‘e so te’se t–at K—’gཐs –ouse was
bo‘bed.[37] K—’g was a””ested du”—’g t–—s ca‘pa—g’,
w–—c– co’cluded w—t– a U’—ted States D—st”—ct Cou”t ”ul-
—’g —’ Browder v. Gayle t–at e’ded ”ac—al seg”egat—o’ o’
all Mo’tgo‘e”y publ—c buses.[38][39] K—’gཐs ”ole —’ t–e bus
boycott t”a’sfo”‘ed –—‘ —’to a ’at—o’al ិgu”e a’d t–e
best-k’ow’ spokes‘a’ of t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts ‘ove‘e’t.[40]

1.3 Southern Christian Leadership
Conference

I’ 1957, K—’g, Ralp– Abe”’at–y, F”ed S–uttleswo”t–,
Josep– Lowe”y, a’d ot–e” c—v—l ”—g–ts act—v—sts fou’ded

t–e Sout–e”’ C–”—st—a’ Leade”s–—p Co’fe”e’ce (SCLC).
T–e g”oup was c”eated to –a”’ess t–e ‘o”al aut–o”—ty a’d
o”ga’—z—’g powe” of black c–u”c–es to co’duct ’o’v—ole’t
p”otests —’ t–e se”v—ce of c—v—l ”—g–ts ”efo”‘. O’e of t–e
g”oupཐs —’sp—”at—o’s was t–e c”usades of eva’gel—st B—lly
G”a–a‘, w–o bef”—e’ded K—’g afte” –e atte’ded a G”a-
–a‘ c”usade —’ New Yo”k C—ty —’ 1957.[41] K—’g led t–e
SCLC u’t—l –—s deat–.[42] T–e SCLCཐs 1957 P”aye” P—l-
g”—‘age fo” F”eedo‘ was t–e ិ”st t—‘e K—’g add”essed a
’at—o’al aud—e’ce.[43] Ot–e” c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”s —’volved
—’ t–e SCLC w—t– K—’g —’cluded: Ja‘es Bevel, Alle’
Jo–’so’, Cu”t—s W. Ha””—s, Walte” E. Fau’t”oy, C. T.
V—v—a’, A’d”ew You’g, T–e F”eedo‘ S—’ge”s, C–a”les
Eve”s, Clevela’d Rob—’so’, Ra’dolp– Blackwell, A’’—e
Bell Rob—’so’ Dev—’e, C–a”les Ke’z—e Steele, Alf”ed
Da’—el W—ll—a‘s K—’g, Be’ja‘—’ Hooks, Aa”o’ He’”y
a’d Baya”d Rust—’.[44]

O’ Septe‘be” 20, 1958, w–—le s—g’—’g cop—es of –—s book
Stride Toward Freedom —’ Blu‘ste—’ཐs depa”t‘e’t sto”e
—’ Ha”le‘,[45] K—’g ’a””owly escaped deat– w–e’ Izola
Cu””y, a ‘e’tally —ll black wo‘a’ w–o bel—eved –e was
co’sp—”—’g aga—’st –e” w—t– co‘‘u’—sts, stabbed –—‘ —’
t–e c–est w—t– a lette” ope’e”. Afte” e‘e”ge’cy su”ge”y,
K—’g was –osp—tal—zed fo” seve”al weeks, w–—le Cu””y was
fou’d ‘e’tally —’co‘pete’t to sta’d t”—al.[46][47] I’ 1959,
–e publ—s–ed a s–o”t book called The Measure of A Man,
w–—c– co’ta—’ed –—s se”‘o’s "W–at —s Ma’?" a’d ནT–e
D—‘e’s—o’s of a Co‘plete L—feཔ. T–e se”‘o’s a”gued
fo” ‘a’ཐs ’eed fo” Godཐs love a’d c”—t—c—zed t–e ”ac—al —’-
just—ces of Weste”’ c—v—l—zat—o’.[48]

Ha””y Wac–telཋw–o jo—’ed K—’gཐs legal adv—so”
Cla”e’ce B. Jo’es —’ defe’d—’g fou” ‘—’—ste”s of t–e
SCLC —’ a l—bel su—t ove” a ’ewspape” adve”t—se‘e’t
(New York Times Co. v. Sullivan)ཋfou’ded a tax-
exe‘pt fu’d to cove” t–e expe’ses of t–e su—t a’d to
ass—st t–e ’o’v—ole’t c—v—l ”—g–ts ‘ove‘e’t t–”oug– a
‘o”e eាect—ve ‘ea’s of fu’d”a—s—’g. T–—s o”ga’—zat—o’
was ’a‘ed t–e ནGa’d–— Soc—ety fo” Hu‘a’ R—g–tsཔ.
K—’g se”ved as –o’o”a”y p”es—de’t fo” t–e g”oup. D—s-
pleased w—t– t–e pace of P”es—de’t Ke’’edyཐs add”ess—’g
t–e —ssue of seg”egat—o’, K—’g a’d t–e Ga’d–— Soc—ety
p”oduced a docu‘e’t —’ 1962 call—’g o’ t–e P”es—de’t
to follow —’ t–e footsteps of Ab”a–a‘ L—’col’ a’d use
a’ Execut—ve O”de” to del—ve” a blow fo” C—v—l R—g–ts as
a k—’d of Seco’d E‘a’c—pat—o’ P”ocla‘at—o’ - Ke’’edy
d—d ’ot execute t–e o”de”.[49]

T–e FBI, u’de” w”—tte’ d—”ect—ve f”o‘ Atto”’ey Ge’e”al
Robe”t F. Ke’’edy, bega’ tapp—’g K—’gཐs telep–o’e —’
t–e fall of 1963.[50] Co’ce”’ed t–at allegat—o’s of co‘-
‘u’—sts —’ t–e SCLC, —f ‘ade publ—c, would de”a—l t–e
ad‘—’—st”at—o’ཐs c—v—l ”—g–ts —’—t—at—ves, Ke’’edy wa”’ed
K—’g to d—sco’t—’ue t–e suspect assoc—at—o’s, a’d late”
felt co‘pelled to —ssue t–e w”—tte’ d—”ect—ve aut–o”—z—’g
t–e FBI to w—”etap K—’g a’d ot–e” SCLC leade”s.[51] J.
Edga” Hoove” fea”ed Co‘‘u’—sts we”e t”y—’g to —’ិlt”ate
t–e C—v—l R—g–ts ‘ove‘e’t, but w–e’ ’o suc– ev—de’ce
e‘e”ged, t–e bu”eau used t–e —’c—de’tal deta—ls caug–t o’
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4 CHAPTER 1. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Lyndon Johnson and Robert Kennedy with Civil Rights leaders,

June 22, 1963

tape ove” t–e ’ext ិve yea”s —’ atte‘pts to fo”ce K—’g out
of t–e p”ee‘—’e’t leade”s–—p pos—t—o’.[52]

K—’g bel—eved t–at o”ga’—zed, ’o’v—ole’t p”otest aga—’st
t–e syste‘ of sout–e”’ seg”egat—o’ k’ow’ as J—‘ C”ow
laws would lead to exte’s—ve ‘ed—a cove”age of t–e st”ug-
gle fo” black e“ual—ty a’d vot—’g ”—g–ts. Jou”’al—st—c ac-
cou’ts a’d telev—sed footage of t–e da—ly dep”—vat—o’ a’d
—’d—g’—t—es suាe”ed by sout–e”’ blacks, a’d of seg”ega-
t—o’—st v—ole’ce a’d –a”ass‘e’t of c—v—l ”—g–ts wo”ke”s a’d
‘a”c–e”s, p”oduced a wave of sy‘pat–et—c publ—c op—’—o’
t–at co’v—’ced t–e ‘ajo”—ty of A‘e”—ca’s t–at t–e C—v—l
R—g–ts Move‘e’t was t–e ‘ost —‘po”ta’t —ssue —’ A‘e”-
—ca’ pol—t—cs —’ t–e ea”ly 1960s.[53][54]

K—’g o”ga’—zed a’d led ‘a”c–es fo” blacksཐ ”—g–t to vote,
deseg”egat—o’, labo” ”—g–ts a’d ot–e” bas—c c—v—l ”—g–ts.[39]

Most of t–ese ”—g–ts we”e successfully e’acted —’to t–e
law of t–e U’—ted States w—t– t–e passage of t–e C—v—l
R—g–ts Act of 1964 a’d t–e 1965Vot—’g R—g–ts Act.[55][56]

K—’g a’d t–e SCLC put —’to p”act—ce ‘a’y of t–e p”—’c—-
ples of t–e C–”—st—a’ Left a’d appl—ed t–e tact—cs of ’o’v—-
ole’t p”otest w—t– g”eat success by st”ateg—cally c–oos—’g
t–e ‘et–od of p”otest a’d t–e places —’ w–—c– p”otests
we”e ca””—ed out. T–e”e we”e ofte’ d”a‘at—c sta’d-oាs
w—t– seg”egat—o’—st aut–o”—t—es. So‘et—‘es t–ese co’-
f”o’tat—o’s tu”’ed v—ole’t.[57]

T–”oug–out –—s pa”t—c—pat—o’ —’ t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts ‘ove-
‘e’t, K—’g was c”—t—c—zed by ‘a’y g”oups. T–—s —’-
cluded oppos—t—o’ by ‘o”e ‘—l—ta’t blacks suc– as Nat—o’
of Isla‘ ‘e‘be” Malcol‘ X.[58] Stokely Ca”‘—c–ael
was a sepa”at—st a’d d—sag”eed w—t– K—’gཐs plea fo”
”ac—al —’teg”at—o’ because –e co’s—de”ed —t a’ —’sult to a
u’—“uely Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ cultu”e.[59] O‘al— Yes–—tela
u”ged Af”—ca’s to ”e‘e‘be” t–e –—sto”y of v—ole’t Eu”o-
pea’ colo’—zat—o’ a’d –ow powe” was ’ot secu”ed by Eu-
”opea’s t–”oug– —’teg”at—o’, but by v—ole’ce a’d fo”ce.[60]

1.3.1 Albany Movement

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Alba’y Move‘e’t

T–e Alba’y Move‘e’t was a deseg”egat—o’ coal—t—o’
fo”‘ed —’ Alba’y, Geo”g—a, —’ Nove‘be” 1961. I’ De-
ce‘be”, K—’g a’d t–e SCLC beca‘e —’volved. T–e
‘ove‘e’t ‘ob—l—zed t–ousa’ds of c—t—ze’s fo” a b”oad-
f”o’t ’o’v—ole’t attack o’ eve”y aspect of seg”egat—o’
w—t–—’ t–e c—ty a’d att”acted ’at—o’w—de atte’t—o’. W–e’
K—’g ិ”st v—s—ted o’ Dece‘be” 15, 1961, –e ན–ad
pla’’ed to stay a day o” so a’d ”etu”’ –o‘e afte” g—v-
—’g cou’sel.པ[61] T–e follow—’g day –e was swept up —’ a
‘ass a””est of peaceful de‘o’st”ato”s, a’d –e decl—’ed
ba—l u’t—l t–e c—ty ‘ade co’cess—o’s. Acco”d—’g to K—’g,
ནt–at ag”ee‘e’t was d—s–o’o”ed a’d v—olated by t–e c—tyཔ
afte” –e left tow’.[61]

K—’g ”etu”’ed —’ July 1962, a’d was se’te’ced to fo”ty-
ិve days —’ ja—l o” a $178 ិ’e. He c–ose ja—l. T–”ee days
—’to –—s se’te’ce, Pol—ce C–—ef Lau”—e P”—tc–ett d—sc”eetly
a””a’ged fo” K—’gཐs ិ’e to be pa—d a’d o”de”ed –—s ”e-
lease. ནWe –ad w—t’essed pe”so’s be—’g k—cked oា lu’c–
cou’te” stools ... ejected f”o‘ c–u”c–es ... a’d t–”ow’
—’to ja—l ... But fo” t–e ិ”st t—‘e, we w—t’essed be—’g
k—cked out of ja—l.པ[62] It was late” ack’owledged by t–e
K—’g Ce’te” t–at B—lly G”a–a‘ was t–e o’e w–o ba—led
K—’g out of ja—l du”—’g t–—s t—‘e.[63]

Afte” ’ea”ly a yea” of —’te’se act—v—s‘ w—t– few ta’g—-
ble ”esults, t–e ‘ove‘e’t bega’ to dete”—o”ate. K—’g
”e“uested a –alt to all de‘o’st”at—o’s a’d a ནDay of
Pe’a’ceཔ to p”o‘ote ’o’v—ole’ce a’d ‘a—’ta—’ t–e ‘o”al
–—g– g”ou’d. D—v—s—o’s w—t–—’ t–e black co‘‘u’—ty a’d
t–e ca’’y, low-key ”espo’se by local gove”’‘e’t de-
feated eាo”ts.[64] T–oug– t–e Alba’y eាo”t p”oved a key
lesso’ —’ tact—cs fo” D”. K—’g a’d t–e ’at—o’al c—v—l ”—g–ts
‘ove‘e’t,[65] t–e ’at—o’al ‘ed—a was –—g–ly c”—t—cal of
K—’gཐs ”ole —’ t–e defeat, a’d t–e SCLCཐs lack of ”esults
co’t”—buted to a g”ow—’g gulf betwee’ t–e o”ga’—zat—o’
a’d t–e ‘o”e ”ad—cal SNCC. Afte” Alba’y, K—’g soug–t
to c–oose e’gage‘e’ts fo” t–e SCLC —’ w–—c– –e could
co’t”ol t–e c—”cu‘sta’ces, ”at–e” t–a’ e’te”—’g —’to p”e-
ex—st—’g s—tuat—o’s.[66]

1.3.2 Birmingham campaign

Ma—’ a”t—cle: B—”‘—’g–a‘ ca‘pa—g’
I’ Ap”—l 1963, t–e SCLC bega’ a ca‘pa—g’ aga—’st ”ac—al
seg”egat—o’ a’d eco’o‘—c —’just—ce —’ B—”‘—’g–a‘, Al-
aba‘a. T–e ca‘pa—g’ used ’o’v—ole’t but —’te’t—o’ally
co’f”o’tat—o’al tact—cs, developed —’ pa”t by Rev. Wyatt
Tee Walke”. Black people —’ B—”‘—’g–a‘, o”ga’—z—’g
w—t– t–e SCLC, occup—ed publ—c spaces w—t– ‘a”c–es a’d
s—t-—’s, ope’ly v—olat—’g laws t–at t–ey co’s—de”ed u’just.

K—’gཐs —’te’t was to p”ovoke ‘ass a””ests a’d ནc”eate
a s—tuat—o’ so c”—s—s-packed t–at —t w—ll —’ev—tably ope’
t–e doo” to ’egot—at—o’པ.[67] Howeve”, t–e ca‘pa—g’ཐs
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King following his arrest in Birmingham

ea”ly volu’tee”s d—d ’ot succeed —’ s–utt—’g dow’ t–e
c—ty, o” —’ d”aw—’g ‘ed—a atte’t—o’ to t–e pol—ceཐs ac-
t—o’s. Ove” t–e co’ce”’s of a’ u’ce”ta—’ K—’g, SCLC
st”ateg—st Ja‘es Bevel c–a’ged t–e cou”se of t–e ca‘-
pa—g’ by ”ec”u—t—’g c–—ld”e’ a’d you’g adults to jo—’ —’
t–e de‘o’st”at—o’s.[68] Newsweek called t–—s st”ategy a
C–—ld”e’ཐs C”usade.[69][70]

Du”—’g t–e p”otests, t–e B—”‘—’g–a‘ Pol—ce Depa”t‘e’t,
led by Euge’e ནBullཔ Co’’o”, used –—g–-p”essu”e wate”
jets a’d pol—ce dogs aga—’st p”oteste”s, —’clud—’g c–—l-
d”e’. Footage of t–e pol—ce ”espo’se was b”oadcast o’
’at—o’al telev—s—o’ ’ews a’d do‘—’ated t–e ’at—o’ཐs at-
te’t—o’, s–ock—’g ‘a’y w–—te A‘e”—ca’s a’d co’sol—dat-
—’g black A‘e”—ca’s be–—’d t–e ‘ove‘e’t.[71] Not all
of t–e de‘o’st”ato”s we”e peaceful, desp—te t–e avowed
—’te’t—o’s of t–e SCLC. I’ so‘e cases, bysta’de”s at-
tacked t–e pol—ce, w–o ”espo’ded w—t– fo”ce. K—’g a’d
t–e SCLC we”e c”—t—c—zed fo” putt—’g c–—ld”e’ —’ –a”‘ཐs
way. But t–e ca‘pa—g’ was a success: Co’’o” lost –—s
job, t–e ནJ—‘ C”owཔ s—g’s ca‘e dow’, a’d publ—c places
beca‘e ‘o”e ope’ to blacks. K—’gཐs ”eputat—o’ —‘p”oved
—‘‘e’sely.[69]

K—’g was a””ested a’d ja—led ea”ly —’ t–e ca‘pa—g’ཋ–—s
13t– a””est[72] out of 29.[73] F”o‘ –—s cell, –e co‘posed
t–e ’ow-fa‘ous Lette” f”o‘ B—”‘—’g–a‘ Ja—l w–—c– ”e-
spo’ds to calls o’ t–e ‘ove‘e’t to pu”sue legal c–a’’els
fo” soc—al c–a’ge. K—’g a”gues t–at t–e c”—s—s of ”ac—s‘
—s too u”ge’t, a’d t–e cu””e’t syste‘ too e’t”e’c–ed:
ནWe k’ow t–”oug– pa—’ful expe”—e’ce t–at f”eedo‘ —s
’eve” volu’ta”—ly g—ve’ by t–e opp”esso”; —t ‘ust be de-
‘a’ded by t–e opp”essed.པ[74] He po—’ts out t–at t–e
Bosto’ Tea Pa”ty, a celeb”ated act of ”ebell—o’ —’ t–e
A‘e”—ca’ colo’—es, was —llegal c—v—l d—sobed—e’ce, a’d
t–at, co’ve”sely, ནeve”yt–—’g Adolf H—tle” d—d —’ Ge”‘a’y
was 'legal'".[74] K—’g also exp”esses –—s f”ust”at—o’ w—t–
w–—te ‘ode”ates a’d cle”gy‘e’ too t—‘—d to oppose a’
u’just syste‘:

I –ave al‘ost ”eac–ed t–e ”eg”ettable co’-
clus—o’ t–at t–e Neg”oཐs g”eat stu‘bl—’g block
—’ –—s st”—de towa”d f”eedo‘ —s ’ot t–e W–—te
C—t—ze’ཐs Cou’c—lo” o” t–e Ku Klux Kla’’e”,

but t–e w–—te ‘ode”ate, w–o —s ‘o”e devoted to
ནo”de”པ t–a’ to just—ce; w–o p”efe”s a ’egat—ve
peace w–—c– —s t–e abse’ce of te’s—o’ to a pos—-
t—ve peace w–—c– —s t–e p”ese’ce of just—ce; w–o
co’sta’tly says: ནI ag”ee w—t– you —’ t–e goal
you seek, but I ca’’ot ag”ee w—t– you” ‘et–-
ods of d—”ect act—o’"; w–o pate”’al—st—c-ally be-
l—eves –e ca’ set t–e t—‘etable fo” a’ot–e”‘a’ཐs
f”eedo‘; w–o l—ves by a ‘yt–—cal co’cept of
t—‘e a’d w–o co’sta’tly adv—ses t–e Neg”o to
wa—t fo” a ན‘o”e co’ve’—e’t seaso’པ.[74]

1.3.3 St. Augustine, Florida

Ma—’ a”t—cle: St. August—’e ‘ove‘e’t

I’ Ma”c– 1964, K—’g a’d t–e SCLC jo—’ed fo”ces w—t–
Robe”t Hayl—’gཐs t–e’-co’t”ove”s—al ‘ove‘e’t —’ St. Au-
gust—’e, Flo”—da. Hayl—’gཐs g”oup –ad bee’ aឹl—ated w—t–
t–e NAACP but was fo”ced out of t–e o”ga’—zat—o’ fo” ad-
vocat—’g a”‘ed self-defe’se alo’gs—de ’o’v—ole’t tact—cs.
I”o’—cally, t–e pac—ិst SCLC accepted t–e‘.[75] K—’g a’d
t–e SCLC wo”ked to b”—’g w–—te No”t–e”’ act—v—sts to
St. August—’e, —’clud—’g a delegat—o’ of ”abb—s a’d t–e
72-yea”-old ‘ot–e” of t–e gove”’o” of Massac–usetts, all
of w–o‘ we”e a””ested.[76][77] Du”—’g Ju’e, t–e ‘ove-
‘e’t ‘a”c–ed ’—g–tly t–”oug– t–e c—ty, ནofte’ fac—’g
cou’te” de‘o’st”at—o’s by t–e Kla’, a’d p”ovok—’g v—-
ole’ce t–at ga”’e”ed ’at—o’al ‘ed—a atte’t—o’.པ Hu’d”eds
of t–e ‘a”c–e”s we”e a””ested a’d ja—led. Du”—’g t–e
cou”se of t–—s ‘ove‘e’t, t–e C—v—l R—g–ts Act of 1964
was passed.[78]

1.3.4 Selma, Alabama

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Sel‘a to Mo’tgo‘e”y ‘a”c–es

I’ Dece‘be” 1964, K—’g a’d t–e SCLC jo—’ed fo”ces
w—t– t–e Stude’t No’v—ole’t Coo”d—’at—’g Co‘‘—ttee
(SNCC) —’ Sel‘a, Alaba‘a, w–e”e t–e SNCC –ad bee’
wo”k—’g o’ vote” ”eg—st”at—o’ fo” seve”al ‘o’t–s.[79] A lo-
cal judge —ssued a’ —’ju’ct—o’ t–at ba””ed a’y gat–e”—’g
of 3 o” ‘o”e people aឹl—ated w—t– t–e SNCC, SCLC,
DCVL, o” a’y of 41 ’a‘ed c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”s. T–—s
—’ju’ct—o’ te‘po”a”—ly –alted c—v—l ”—g–ts act—v—ty u’t—l
K—’g deិed —t by speak—’g at B”ow’ C–apel o’ Ja’ua”y
2, 1965.[80]

1.3.5 New York City

O’ Feb”ua”y 6, 1964, K—’g del—ve”ed t–e —’augu”al
speec– of a lectu”e se”—es —’—t—ated at t–e New Sc–ool
called ནT–e A‘e”—ca’ Race C”—s—sཔ. No aud—o ”eco”d of
–—s speec– –as bee’ fou’d, but —’ August 2013, al‘ost 50
yea”s late”, t–e sc–ool d—scove”ed a’ aud—otape w—t– 15
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‘—’utes of a “uest—o’-a’d-a’swe” sess—o’ t–at followed
K—’gཐs add”ess. I’ t–ese ”e‘a”ks, K—’g ”efe””ed to a co’-
ve”sat—o’ –e –ad ”ece’tly –ad w—t– Jawa–a”lal Ne–”u —’
w–—c– –e co‘pa”ed t–e sad co’d—t—o’ of ‘a’y Af”—ca’
A‘e”—ca’s to t–at of I’d—aཐs u’touc–ables.[81]

1.4 March on Washington, 1963

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Ma”c– o’ Was–—’gto’ fo” Jobs a’d F”ee-
do‘
K—’g, ”ep”ese’t—’g t–e SCLC, was a‘o’g t–e leade”s of

March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom

t–e so-called ནB—g S—xཔ c—v—l ”—g–ts o”ga’—zat—o’s w–o we”e
—’st”u‘e’tal —’ t–e o”ga’—zat—o’ of t–e Ma”c– o’ Was–-
—’gto’ fo” Jobs a’d F”eedo‘, w–—c– took place o’ Au-
gust 28, 1963. T–e ot–e” leade”s a’d o”ga’—zat—o’s co‘-
p”—s—’g t–e B—g S—x we”e Roy W—lk—’s f”o‘ t–e Nat—o’al
Assoc—at—o’ fo” t–e Adva’ce‘e’t of Colo”ed People;
W–—t’ey You’g, Nat—o’al U”ba’ League; A. P–—l—p Ra’-
dolp–, B”ot–e”–ood of Sleep—’g Ca” Po”te”s; Jo–’ Lew—s,
SNCC; a’d Ja‘es L. Fa”‘e”, J”., of t–e Co’g”ess of
Rac—al E“ual—ty.[82]

T–e p”—‘a”y log—st—cal a’d st”ateg—c o”ga’—ze” was K—’gཐs
colleague Baya”d Rust—’.[83] Fo” K—’g, t–—s ”ole was a’-
ot–e” w–—c– cou”ted co’t”ove”sy, s—’ce –e was o’e of t–e
key ិgu”es w–o acceded to t–e w—s–es of P”es—de’t Jo–’
F. Ke’’edy —’ c–a’g—’g t–e focus of t–e ‘a”c–.[84][85]

Ke’’edy —’—t—ally opposed t–e ‘a”c– out”—g–t, because –e
was co’ce”’ed —t would ’egat—vely —‘pact t–e d”—ve fo”
passage of c—v—l ”—g–ts leg—slat—o’. Howeve”, t–e o”ga’—z-
e”s we”e ិ”‘ t–at t–e ‘a”c– would p”oceed.[86] W—t– t–e
‘a”c– go—’g fo”wa”d, t–e Ke’’edys dec—ded —t was —‘-
po”ta’t to wo”k to e’su”e —ts success. P”es—de’t Ke’’edy
was co’ce”’ed t–e tu”’out would be less t–a’ 100,000.
T–e”efo”e, –e e’l—sted t–e a—d of add—t—o’al c–u”c– lead-
e”s a’d t–e UAW u’—o’ to –elp ‘ob—l—ze de‘o’st”ato”s
fo” t–e cause.[87]

King is most famous for his ࣜI Have a Dreamࣝ speech, given in

front of the Lincoln Memorial during the 1963 March on Wash-

ington for Jobs and Freedom.

T–e ‘a”c– o”—g—’ally was co’ce—ved as a’ eve’t to d”a-
‘at—ze t–e despe”ate co’d—t—o’ of blacks —’ t–e sout–e”’
U.S. a’d a’ oppo”tu’—ty to place o”ga’—ze”sཐ co’ce”’s a’d
g”—eva’ces s“ua”ely befo”e t–e seat of powe” —’ t–e ’a-
t—o’ཐs cap—tal. O”ga’—ze”s —’te’ded to de’ou’ce t–e fed-
e”al gove”’‘e’t fo” —ts fa—lu”e to safegua”d t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts
a’d p–ys—cal safety of c—v—l ”—g–ts wo”ke”s a’d blacks.
Howeve”, t–e g”oup ac“u—esced to p”es—de’t—al p”essu”e
a’d —’ីue’ce, a’d t–e eve’t ult—‘ately took o’ a fa” less
st”—de’t to’e.[88] As a ”esult, so‘e c—v—l ”—g–ts act—v—sts felt
—t p”ese’ted a’ —’accu”ate, sa’—t—zed pagea’t of ”ac—al –a”-
‘o’y; Malcol‘ X called —t t–e ནFa”ce o’ Was–—’gto’པ,
a’d t–e Nat—o’ of Isla‘ fo”bade —ts ‘e‘be”s f”o‘ at-
te’d—’g t–e ‘a”c–.[88][89]

T–e ‘a”c– d—d, –oweve”, ‘ake spec—ិc de‘a’ds: a’
e’d to ”ac—al seg”egat—o’ —’ publ—c sc–ools; ‘ea’—’gful
c—v—l ”—g–ts leg—slat—o’, —’clud—’g a law p”o–—b—t—’g ”ac—al
d—sc”—‘—’at—o’ —’ e‘ploy‘e’t; p”otect—o’ of c—v—l ”—g–ts
wo”ke”s f”o‘ pol—ce b”utal—ty; a $2 ‘—’—‘u‘ wage fo” all
wo”ke”s; a’d self-gove”’‘e’t fo”Was–—’gto’, D.C., t–e’
gove”’ed by co’g”ess—o’al co‘‘—ttee.[90][91][92] Desp—te
te’s—o’s, t–e ‘a”c– was a ”esou’d—’g success.[93] Mo”e
t–a’ a “ua”te” of a ‘—ll—o’ people of d—ve”se et–’—c—t—es
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atte’ded t–e eve’t, sp”awl—’g f”o‘ t–e steps of t–e L—’-
col’ Me‘o”—al o’to t–e Nat—o’al Mall a’d a”ou’d t–e ”e-
ីect—’g pool. At t–e t—‘e, —t was t–e la”gest gat–e”—’g of
p”oteste”s —’ Was–—’gto’, D.C.'s –—sto”y.[93]

K—’g del—ve”ed a 17-‘—’ute speec–, late” k’ow’ as "I
Have a D”ea‘". I’ t–e speec–ཐs ‘ost fa‘ous passageཋ
—’ w–—c– –e depa”ted f”o‘ –—s p”epa”ed text, poss—bly at
t–e p”o‘pt—’g of Ma–al—a Jackso’, w–o s–outed be–—’d
–—‘, ནTell t–e‘ about t–e d”ea‘!"[94][95]ཋK—’g sa—d:[96]

I say to you today, ‘y f”—e’ds, so eve’
t–oug– we face t–e d—ឹcult—es of today a’d to-
‘o””ow, I st—ll –ave a d”ea‘. It —s a d”ea‘
deeply ”ooted —’ t–e A‘e”—ca’ d”ea‘.
I –ave a d”ea‘ t–at o’e day t–—s ’at—o’ w—ll ”—se
up a’d l—ve out t–e t”ue ‘ea’—’g of —ts c”eed:
'We –old t–ese t”ut–s to be self-ev—de’t: t–at all
‘e’ a”e c”eated e“ual.'
I –ave a d”ea‘ t–at o’e day o’ t–e ”ed –—lls of
Geo”g—a t–e so’s of fo”‘e” slaves a’d t–e so’s
of fo”‘e” slave ow’e”s w—ll be able to s—t dow’
toget–e” at t–e table of b”ot–e”–ood.
I –ave a d”ea‘ t–at o’e day eve’ t–e state of
M—ss—ss—pp—, a state swelte”—’g w—t– t–e –eat of
—’just—ce, swelte”—’g w—t– t–e –eat of opp”es-
s—o’, w—ll be t”a’sfo”‘ed —’to a’ oas—s of f”ee-
do‘ a’d just—ce.
I –ave a d”ea‘ t–at ‘y fou” l—ttle c–—ld”e’ w—ll
o’e day l—ve —’ a ’at—o’ w–e”e t–ey w—ll ’ot be
judged by t–e colo” of t–e—” sk—’ but by t–e co’-
te’t of t–e—” c–a”acte”.
I –ave a d”ea‘ today.
I –ave a d”ea‘ t–at o’e day, dow’ —’ Alaba‘a,
w—t– —ts v—c—ous ”ac—sts, w—t– —ts gove”’o” –av-
—’g –—s l—ps d”—pp—’g w—t– t–e wo”ds of —’te”po-
s—t—o’ a’d ’ull—ិcat—o’; o’e day ”—g–t t–e”e —’
Alaba‘a, l—ttle black boys a’d black g—”ls w—ll
be able to jo—’ –a’ds w—t– l—ttle w–—te boys a’d
w–—te g—”ls as s—ste”s a’d b”ot–e”s.
I –ave a d”ea‘ today.

ནI Have a D”ea‘པ ca‘e to be ”ega”ded as o’e of t–e
ិ’est speec–es —’ t–e –—sto”y of A‘e”—ca’ o”ato”y.[97]

T–eMa”c–, a’d espec—ally K—’gཐs speec–, –elped put c—v—l
”—g–ts at t–e top of t–e age’da of ”efo”‘e”s —’ t–e U’—ted
States a’d fac—l—tated passage of t–e C—v—l R—g–ts Act of
1964.[98][99]

T–e o”—g—’al, typew”—tte’ copy of t–e speec–, —’clud—’g
D”. K—’gཐs –a’dw”—tte’ ’otes o’ —t, was d—scove”ed —’
1984 to be —’ t–e –a’ds of Geo”ge Ravel—’g, t–e ិ”st
Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ basketball coac– of t–e U’—ve”s—ty of
Iowa. I’ 1963, Ravel—’g, t–e’ 26, was sta’d—’g ’ea” t–e
pod—u‘, a’d —‘‘ed—ately afte” t–e o”at—o’, —‘puls—vely
asked K—’g —f –e could –ave –—s copy of t–e speec–. He
got —t.[100]

1.5 Selma Voting Rights Move-
ment and ୬Bloody Sunday୭,
1965

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Sel‘a to Mo’tgo‘e”y ‘a”c–es

Act—’g o’ Ja‘es Bevelཐs call fo” a ‘a”c– f”o‘ Sel‘a to
Mo’tgo‘e”y, K—’g, Bevel, a’d t–e SCLC, —’ pa”t—al col-
labo”at—o’ w—t– SNCC, atte‘pted to o”ga’—ze t–e ‘a”c–
to t–e stateཐs cap—tal. T–e ិ”st atte‘pt to ‘a”c– o’ Ma”c–
7, 1965, was abo”ted because of ‘ob a’d pol—ce v—ole’ce
aga—’st t–e de‘o’st”ato”s. T–—s day –as beco‘e k’ow’
as Bloody Su’day, a’d was a ‘ajo” tu”’—’g po—’t —’ t–e
eាo”t to ga—’ publ—c suppo”t fo” t–e C—v—l R—g–ts Move-
‘e’t. It was t–e clea”est de‘o’st”at—o’ up to t–at t—‘e
of t–e d”a‘at—c pote’t—al of K—’gཐs ’o’v—ole’ce st”ategy.
K—’g, –oweve”, was ’ot p”ese’t.[101]

The civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama in

1965

K—’g ‘et w—t– oឹc—als —’ t–e Ly’do’ B. Jo–’so’ Ad-
‘—’—st”at—o’ o’ Ma”c– 5 —’ o”de” to ”e“uest a’ —’ju’ct—o’
aga—’st a’y p”osecut—o’ of t–e de‘o’st”ato”s. He d—d
’ot atte’d t–e ‘a”c– due to c–u”c– dut—es, but –e late”
w”ote, ནIf I –ad a’y —dea t–at t–e state t”oope”s would
use t–e k—’d of b”utal—ty t–ey d—d, I would –ave felt
co‘pelled to g—ve up ‘y c–u”c– dut—es altoget–e” to
lead t–e l—’e.པ[102] Footage of pol—ce b”utal—ty aga—’st t–e
p”oteste”s was b”oadcast exte’s—vely a’d a”oused ’at—o’al
publ—c out”age.[103]

K—’g ’ext atte‘pted to o”ga’—ze a ‘a”c– fo” Ma”c– 9.
T–e SCLC pet—t—o’ed fo” a’ —’ju’ct—o’ —’ fede”al cou”t
aga—’st t–e State of Alaba‘a; t–—s was de’—ed a’d t–e
judge —ssued a’ o”de” block—’g t–e ‘a”c– u’t—l afte” a
–ea”—’g. No’et–eless, K—’g led ‘a”c–e”s o’ Ma”c– 9 to
t–e Ed‘u’d Pettus B”—dge —’ Sel‘a, t–e’ –eld a s–o”t
p”aye” sess—o’ befo”e tu”’—’g t–e ‘a”c–e”s a”ou’d a’d
ask—’g t–e‘ to d—spe”se so as ’ot to v—olate t–e cou”t
o”de”. T–e u’expected e’d—’g of t–—s seco’d ‘a”c–
a”oused t–e su”p”—se a’d a’ge” of ‘a’y w—t–—’ t–e lo-
cal ‘ove‘e’t.[104] T–e ‘a”c– ិ’ally we’t a–ead fully o’
Ma”c– 25, 1965.[105][106] At t–e co’clus—o’ of t–e ‘a”c–
o’ t–e steps of t–e state cap—tol, K—’g del—ve”ed a speec–
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t–at beca‘e k’ow’ as "HowLo’g, Not Lo’g". I’ —t, K—’g
stated t–at e“ual ”—g–ts fo” Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’s could ’ot
be fa” away, ནbecause t–e a”c of t–e ‘o”al u’—ve”se —s
lo’g, but —t be’ds towa”d just—ceཔ.[lowe”-alp–a 1][107][108]

1.6 Chicago Open Housing Move-
ment, 1966

Ma—’ a”t—cle: C–—cago F”eedo‘ Move‘e’t
I’ 1966, afte” seve”al successes —’ t–e Sout–, K—’g,

President Lyndon Johnson with King in 1966

Bevel, a’d ot–e”s —’ t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts o”ga’—zat—o’s t”—ed to
sp”ead t–e ‘ove‘e’t to t–e No”t–, w—t– C–—cago as t–e—”
ិ”st dest—’at—o’. K—’g a’d Ralp– Abe”’at–y, bot– f”o‘
t–e ‘—ddle class, ‘oved —’to a bu—ld—’g at 1550 S. Ha‘l—’
Ave., —’ t–e slu‘s of No”t– Law’dale[109] o’ C–—cagoཐs
West S—de, as a’ educat—o’al expe”—e’ce a’d to de‘o’-
st”ate t–e—” suppo”t a’d e‘pat–y fo” t–e poo”.[110]

T–e SCLC fo”‘ed a coal—t—o’ w—t– CCCO, Coo”d—’at-
—’g Cou’c—l of Co‘‘u’—ty O”ga’—zat—o’s, a’ o”ga’—za-
t—o’ fou’ded by Albe”t Raby, a’d t–e co‘b—’ed o”ga-
’—zat—o’sཐ eាo”ts we”e foste”ed u’de” t–e aeg—s of t–e
C–—cago F”eedo‘ Move‘e’t.[111] Du”—’g t–at sp”—’g,
seve”al w–—te couple / black couple tests of ”eal estate of-
ិces u’cove”ed ”ac—al stee”—’g: d—sc”—‘—’ato”y p”ocess—’g
of –ous—’g ”e“uests by couples w–o we”e exact ‘atc–es
—’ —’co‘e, backg”ou’d, ’u‘be” of c–—ld”e’, a’d ot–e”
att”—butes.[112] Seve”al la”ge” ‘a”c–es we”e pla’’ed a’d
executed: —’ Boga’, Bel‘o’t C”ag—’, Jeាe”so’ Pa”k,
Eve”g”ee’ Pa”k (a subu”b sout–west of C–—cago), Gage
Pa”k, Ma”“uette Pa”k, a’d ot–e”s.[111][113][114]

Abe”’at–y late” w”ote t–at t–e ‘ove‘e’t ”ece—ved a
wo”se ”ecept—o’ —’ C–—cago t–a’ —’ t–e Sout–. Ma”c–es,
espec—ally t–e o’e t–”oug– Ma”“uette Pa”k o’ August 5,
1966, we”e ‘et by t–”ow’ bottles a’d sc”ea‘—’g t–”o’gs.
R—ot—’g see‘ed ve”y poss—ble.[115][116] K—’gཐs bel—efs ‘—l—-
tated aga—’st –—s stag—’g a v—ole’t eve’t, a’d –e ’egot—ated
a’ ag”ee‘e’t w—t– Mayo” R—c–a”d J. Daley to ca’cel a
‘a”c– —’ o”de” to avo—d t–e v—ole’ce t–at –e fea”ed would
”esult.[117] K—’g was –—t by a b”—ck du”—’g o’e ‘a”c–
but co’t—’ued to lead ‘a”c–es —’ t–e face of pe”so’al

da’ge”.[118]

W–e’ K—’g a’d –—s all—es ”etu”’ed to t–e Sout–, t–ey
left Jesse Jackso’, a se‘—’a”y stude’t w–o –ad p”ev—-
ously jo—’ed t–e ‘ove‘e’t —’ t–e Sout–, —’ c–a”ge of
t–e—” o”ga’—zat—o’.[119] Jackso’ co’t—’ued t–e—” st”uggle
fo” c—v—l ”—g–ts by o”ga’—z—’g t–e Ope”at—o’ B”eadbas-
ket ‘ove‘e’t t–at ta”geted c–a—’ sto”es t–at d—d ’ot deal
fa—”ly w—t– blacks.[120]

1.7 Opposition to the Vietnam War

See also: Oppos—t—o’ to t–e U.S. —’volve‘e’t —’ t–e
V—et’a‘ Wa”

K—’g lo’g opposed A‘e”—ca’ —’volve‘e’t —’ t–e V—et’a‘
Wa”,[121] but at ិ”st avo—ded t–e top—c —’ publ—c speec–es
—’ o”de” to avo—d t–e —’te”fe”e’ce w—t– c—v—l ”—g–ts goals
t–at c”—t—c—s‘ of P”es—de’t Jo–’so’ཐs pol—c—es ‘—g–t –ave
c”eated.[121] Howeve”, at t–e u”g—’g of SCLCཐs fo”‘e”
D—”ecto” of D—”ect Act—o’ a’d ’ow t–e –ead of t–e
Sp”—’g Mob—l—zat—o’ Co‘‘—ttee to E’d t–e Wa” —’ V—et-
’a‘, Ja‘es Bevel,[122] K—’g eve’tually ag”eed to pub-
l—cly oppose t–e wa” as oppos—t—o’ was g”ow—’g a‘o’g
t–e A‘e”—ca’ publ—c.[121] I’ a’ Ap”—l 4, 1967, appea”-
a’ce at t–e New Yo”k C—ty R—ve”s—de C–u”c–ཋexactly
o’e yea” befo”e –—s deat–ཋK—’g del—ve”ed a speec– t—-
tled "Beyo’dV—et’a‘: A T—‘e to B”eak S—le’ce".[123] He
spoke st”o’gly aga—’st t–e U.S.'s ”ole —’ t–e wa”, a”gu—’g
t–at t–e U.S. was —’ V—et’a‘ ནto occupy —t as a’ A‘e”—ca’
colo’yཔ[124] a’d call—’g t–e U.S. gove”’‘e’t ནt–e g”eat-
est pu”veyo” of v—ole’ce —’ t–e wo”ld todayཔ.[125] He also
co’’ected t–e wa” w—t– eco’o‘—c —’just—ce, a”gu—’g t–at
t–e cou’t”y ’eeded se”—ous ‘o”al c–a’ge:

A t”ue ”evolut—o’ of values w—ll soo’ look
u’eas—ly o’ t–e gla”—’g co’t”ast of pove”ty a’d
wealt–. W—t– ”—g–teous —’d—g’at—o’, —t w—ll look
ac”oss t–e seas a’d see —’d—v—dual cap—tal—sts
of t–e West —’vest—’g –uge su‘s of ‘o’ey —’
As—a, Af”—ca a’d Sout– A‘e”—ca, o’ly to take
t–e p”oិts out w—t– ’o co’ce”’ fo” t–e soc—al
bette”‘e’t of t–e cou’t”—es, a’d say: ནT–—s —s
’ot just.པ[126]

K—’g also opposed t–e V—et’a‘ Wa” because —t took
‘o’ey a’d ”esou”ces t–at could –ave bee’ spe’t o’
soc—al welfa”e at –o‘e. T–e U’—ted States Co’g”ess was
spe’d—’g ‘o”e a’d ‘o”e o’ t–e ‘—l—ta”y a’d less a’d
less o’ a’t—-pove”ty p”og”a‘s at t–e sa‘e t—‘e. He
su‘‘ed up t–—s aspect by say—’g, ནA ’at—o’ t–at co’-
t—’ues yea” afte” yea” to spe’d ‘o”e ‘o’ey o’ ‘—l—ta”y
defe’se t–a’ o’ p”og”a‘s of soc—al upl—ft —s app”oac–-
—’g sp—”—tual deat–པ.[126] He stated t–at No”t– V—et’a‘
ནd—d ’ot beg—’ to se’d —’ a’y la”ge ’u‘be” of suppl—es
o” ‘e’ u’t—l A‘e”—ca’ fo”ces –ad a””—ved —’ t–e te’s of
t–ousa’dsཔ,[127] a’d accused t–e U.S. of –av—’g k—lled
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a ‘—ll—o’ V—et’a‘ese, ན‘ostly c–—ld”e’པ.[128] K—’g also
c”—t—c—zed A‘e”—ca’ oppos—t—o’ to No”t– V—et’a‘ཐs la’d
”efo”‘s.[129]

K—’gཐs oppos—t—o’ cost –—‘ s—g’—ិca’t suppo”t a‘o’g
w–—te all—es, —’clud—’g P”es—de’t Jo–’so’, B—lly
G”a–a‘,[130] u’—o’ leade”s a’d powe”ful publ—s–e”s.[131]

ནT–e p”ess —s be—’g stacked aga—’st ‘eཔ, K—’g sa—d,[132]

co‘pla—’—’g of w–at –e desc”—bed as a double sta’-
da”d t–at applauded –—s ’o’v—ole’ce at –o‘e, but
deplo”ed —t w–e’ appl—ed ནtowa”d l—ttle b”ow’ V—et-
’a‘ese c–—ld”e’པ.[133] Life ‘agaz—’e called t–e speec–
ནde‘agog—c sla’de” t–at sou’ded l—ke a sc”—pt fo” Rad—o
Ha’o—",[126] a’d The Washington Post decla”ed t–at K—’g
–ad ནd—‘—’—s–ed –—s useful’ess to –—s cause, –—s cou’t”y,
–—s peopleཔ.[133][134]

King speaking to an anti-Vietnam war rally at the University of

Minnesota, St. Paul on April 27, 1967

T–e ནBeyo’d V—et’a‘པ speec– ”eីected K—’gཐs evolv—’g
pol—t—cal advocacy —’ –—s late” yea”s, w–—c– pa”alleled t–e
teac–—’gs of t–e p”og”ess—ve H—g–la’de” Resea”c– a’d Ed-
ucat—o’ Ce’te”, w—t– w–—c– –ewas aឹl—ated.[135][136] K—’g
bega’ to speak of t–e ’eed fo” fu’da‘e’tal c–a’ges —’
t–e pol—t—cal a’d eco’o‘—c l—fe of t–e ’at—o’, a’d ‘o”e
f”e“ue’tly exp”essed –—s oppos—t—o’ to t–e wa” a’d –—s de-
s—”e to see a ”ed—st”—but—o’ of ”esou”ces to co””ect ”ac—al
a’d eco’o‘—c —’just—ce.[137] He gua”ded –—s la’guage —’
publ—c to avo—d be—’g l—’ked to co‘‘u’—s‘ by –—s e’-
e‘—es, but —’ p”—vate –e so‘et—‘es spoke of –—s sup-
po”t fo” de‘oc”at—c soc—al—s‘.[138][139] I’ a 1952 lette” to
Co”etta Scott, –e sa—d ནI —‘ag—’e you al”eady k’ow t–at
I a‘ ‘uc– ‘o”e soc—al—st—c —’ ‘y eco’o‘—c t–eo”y t–a’
cap—tal—st—c ...པ[140] I’ o’e speec–, –e stated t–at ནso‘e-
t–—’g —s w”o’g w—t– cap—tal—s‘པ a’d cla—‘ed, ནT–e”e ‘ust
be a bette” d—st”—but—o’ of wealt–, a’d ‘aybe A‘e”—ca
‘ust ‘ove towa”d a de‘oc”at—c soc—al—s‘.པ[141] K—’g –ad
”ead Ma”x w–—le at Mo”e–ouse, but w–—le –e ”ejected
ནt”ad—t—o’al cap—tal—s‘པ, –e also ”ejected co‘‘u’—s‘ be-
cause of —ts ན‘ate”—al—st—c —’te”p”etat—o’ of –—sto”yཔ t–at
de’—ed ”el—g—o’, —ts ནet–—cal ”elat—v—s‘པ, a’d —ts ནpol—t—cal
total—ta”—a’—s‘པ.[142]

K—’g also stated —’ ནBeyo’d V—et’a‘པ t–at ནt”ue co‘-
pass—o’ —s ‘o”e t–a’ ី—’g—’g a co—’ to a begga” ... —t
co‘es to see t–at a’ ed—ិce w–—c– p”oduces begga”s

’eeds ”est”uctu”—’gཔ.[143] K—’g “uoted a U’—ted States
oឹc—al w–o sa—d t–at, f”o‘ V—et’a‘ to Lat—’ A‘e”-
—ca, t–e cou’t”y was ནo’ t–e w”o’g s—de of a wo”ld
”evolut—o’པ.[143] K—’g co’de‘’ed A‘e”—caཐs ནall—a’ce
w—t– t–e la’ded ge’t”y of Lat—’ A‘e”—caཔ, a’d sa—d t–at
t–e U.S. s–ould suppo”t ནt–e s–—”tless a’d ba”efoot peo-
pleཔ —’ t–e T–—”d Wo”ld ”at–e” t–a’ supp”ess—’g t–e—” at-
te‘pts at ”evolut—o’.[143]

O’ Ap”—l 15, 1967, K—’g pa”t—c—pated —’ a’d spoke at
a’ a’t—-wa” ‘a”c– f”o‘ New Yo”kཐs Ce’t”al Pa”k to
t–e U’—ted Nat—o’s o”ga’—zed by t–e Sp”—’g Mob—l—zat—o’
Co‘‘—ttee to E’d t–e Wa” —’ V—et’a‘ a’d —’—t—ated by
—ts c–a—”‘a’, Ja‘es Bevel. At t–e U.N. K—’g also b”oug–t
up —ssues of c—v—l ”—g–ts a’d t–e d”aft.

I –ave ’ot u”ged a ‘ec–a’—cal fus—o’ of t–e
c—v—l ”—g–ts a’d peace ‘ove‘e’ts. T–e”e a”e
people w–o –ave co‘e to see t–e ‘o”al —‘-
pe”at—ve of e“ual—ty, but w–o ca’’ot yet see
t–e ‘o”al —‘pe”at—ve of wo”ld b”ot–e”–ood. I
would l—ke to see t–e fe”vo” of t–e c—v—l-”—g–ts
‘ove‘e’t —‘bued —’to t–e peace ‘ove‘e’t to
—’st—ll —t w—t– g”eate” st”e’gt–. A’d I bel—eve
eve”yo’e –as a duty to be —’ bot– t–e c—v—l-
”—g–ts a’d peace‘ove‘e’ts. But fo” t–ose w–o
p”ese’tly c–oose but o’e, I would –ope t–ey
w—ll ិ’ally co‘e to see t–e ‘o”al ”oots co‘-
‘o’ to bot–.[144]

See—’g a’ oppo”tu’—ty to u’—te c—v—l ”—g–ts act—v—sts a’d
a’t—-wa” act—v—sts,[122] Bevel co’v—’ced K—’g to beco‘e
eve’ ‘o”e act—ve —’ t–e a’t—-wa” eាo”t.[122] Desp—te –—s
g”ow—’g publ—c oppos—t—o’ towa”ds t–e V—et’a‘ Wa”,
K—’g was also ’ot fo’d of t–e –—pp—e cultu”e w–—c– de-
veloped f”o‘ t–e a’t—-wa” ‘ove‘e’t.[145] I’ –—s 1967
Massey Lectu”e, K—’g stated:

T–e —‘po”ta’ce of t–e –—pp—es —s ’ot —’
t–e—” u’co’ve’t—o’al be–av—o”, but —’ t–e fact
t–at –u’d”eds of t–ousa’ds of you’g people, —’
tu”’—’g to a ី—g–t f”o‘ ”eal—ty, a”e exp”ess—’g
a p”ofou’dly d—sc”ed—t—’g v—ew o’ t–e soc—ety
t–ey e‘e”ge f”o‘.[145]

O’ Ja’ua”y 13, 1968, t–e day afte” P”es—de’t Jo–’so’ཐs
State of t–e U’—o’ Add”ess, K—’g called fo” a la”ge ‘a”c–
o’ Was–—’gto’ aga—’st ནo’e of –—sto”yཐs ‘ost c”uel a’d
se’seless wa”sཔ.[146][147]

We’eed to‘ake clea” —’ t–—s pol—t—cal yea”,
to co’g”ess‘e’ o’ bot– s—des of t–e a—sle a’d
to t–e p”es—de’t of t–e U’—ted States, t–at we
w—ll ’o lo’ge” tole”ate, we w—ll ’o lo’ge” vote
fo” ‘e’ w–o co’t—’ue to see t–e k—ll—’gs of
V—et’a‘ese a’d A‘e”—ca’s as t–e best way
of adva’c—’g t–e goals of f”eedo‘ a’d self-
dete”‘—’at—o’ —’ Sout–east As—a.[146][147]
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1.8 Poor People’s Campaign, 1968

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Poo” Peopleཐs Ca‘pa—g’

I’ 1968, K—’g a’d t–e SCLC o”ga’—zed t–e ནPoo” Peo-
pleཐs Ca‘pa—g’པ to add”ess —ssues of eco’o‘—c just—ce.
K—’g t”aveled t–e cou’t”y to asse‘ble ནa ‘ult—”ac—al a”‘y
of t–e poo”པ t–at would ‘a”c– o’ Was–—’gto’ to e’-
gage —’ ’o’v—ole’t c—v—l d—sobed—e’ce at t–e Cap—tol u’-
t—l Co’g”ess c”eated a’ ནeco’o‘—c b—ll of ”—g–tsཔ fo” poo”
A‘e”—ca’s.[148][149]

T–e ca‘pa—g’ was p”eceded by K—’gཐs ិ’al book,Where

Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?, w–—c–
la—d out –—s v—ew of –ow to add”ess soc—al —ssues a’d
pove”ty. K—’g “uoted f”o‘ He’”y Geo”ge a’d Geo”geཐs
book, Progress and Poverty, pa”t—cula”ly —’ suppo”t of a
gua”a’teed bas—c —’co‘e.[150][151][152] T–e ca‘pa—g’ cul-
‘—’ated —’ a ‘a”c– o’ Was–—’gto’, D.C., de‘a’d—’g
eco’o‘—c a—d to t–e poo”est co‘‘u’—t—es of t–e U’—ted
States.

K—’g a’d t–e SCLC called o’ t–e gove”’‘e’t to —’vest
—’ ”ebu—ld—’g A‘e”—caཐs c—t—es. He felt t–at Co’g”ess
–ad s–ow’ ན–ost—l—ty to t–e poo”པ by spe’d—’g ན‘—l—ta”y
fu’ds w—t– alac”—ty a’d ge’e”os—tyཔ. He co’t”asted t–—s
w—t– t–e s—tuat—o’ faced by poo” A‘e”—ca’s, cla—‘—’g
t–at Co’g”ess –ad ‘e”ely p”ov—ded ནpove”ty fu’ds w—t–
‘—se”l—’essཔ.[149] H—s v—s—o’ was fo” c–a’ge t–at was ‘o”e
”evolut—o’a”y t–a’ ‘e”e ”efo”‘: –e c—ted syste‘at—c ីaws
of ན”ac—s‘, pove”ty, ‘—l—ta”—s‘ a’d ‘ate”—al—s‘པ, a’d a”-
gued t–at ན”eco’st”uct—o’ of soc—ety —tself —s t–e ”eal —ssue
to be facedཔ.[153]

T–e Poo” Peopleཐs Ca‘pa—g’ was co’t”ove”s—al eve’
w—t–—’ t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts ‘ove‘e’t. Rust—’ ”es—g’ed f”o‘
t–e ‘a”c–, stat—’g t–at t–e goals of t–e ca‘pa—g’ we”e
too b”oad, t–at —ts de‘a’ds we”e u’”eal—zable, a’d t–at –e
t–oug–t t–at t–ese ca‘pa—g’s would accele”ate t–e back-
las– a’d ”ep”ess—o’ o’ t–e poo” a’d t–e black.[154]

1.8.1 After King’s death

T–e pla’ to set up a s–a’tytow’ —’Was–—’gto’, D.C., was
ca””—ed out soo’ afte” t–e Ap”—l 4 assass—’at—o’. C”—t—c—s‘
of K—’gཐs pla’ was subdued —’ t–e wake of –—s deat–, a’d
t–e SCLC ”ece—ved a’ u’p”ecede’ted wave of do’at—o’s
fo” t–e pu”pose of ca””y—’g —t out. T–e ca‘pa—g’ oឹc—ally
bega’ —’Me‘p–—s, o’May 2, at t–e –otel w–e”e K—’g was
‘u”de”ed.[155]

T–ousa’ds of de‘o’st”ato”s a””—ved o’ t–e Nat—o’al Mall
a’d establ—s–ed a ca‘p t–ey called ནResu””ect—o’ C—tyཔ.
T–ey stayed fo” s—x weeks.[156]

1.9 Assassination and aftermath

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Assass—’at—o’ of Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”.
O’ Ma”c– 29, 1968, K—’g we’t to Me‘p–—s, Te’’essee,

The Lorraine Motel, where King was assassinated, is now the site

of the National Civil Rights Museum.

—’ suppo”t of t–e black sa’—ta”y publ—c wo”ks e‘ployees,
”ep”ese’ted by AFSCME Local 1733, w–o –ad bee’ o’
st”—ke s—’ce Ma”c– 12 fo” –—g–e” wages a’d bette” t”eat-
‘e’t. I’ o’e —’c—de’t, black st”eet ”epa—”‘e’ ”ece—ved
pay fo” two –ou”s w–e’ t–ey we”e se’t –o‘e because of
bad weat–e”, but w–—te e‘ployees we”e pa—d fo” t–e full
day.[157][158][159]

O’ Ap”—l 3, K—’g add”essed a ”ally a’d del—ve”ed –—s
ནI've Bee’ to t–eMou’ta—’topཔ add”ess atMaso’ Te‘ple,
t–e wo”ld –ead“ua”te”s of t–e C–u”c– of God —’ C–”—st.
K—’gཐs ី—g–t to Me‘p–—s –ad bee’ delayed by a bo‘b
t–”eat aga—’st –—s pla’e.[160] I’ t–e close of t–e last speec–
of –—s ca”ee”, —’ ”efe”e’ce to t–e bo‘b t–”eat, K—’g sa—d
t–e follow—’g:

A’d t–e’ I got to Me‘p–—s. A’d so‘e be-
ga’ to say t–e t–”eats, o” talk about t–e t–”eats
t–at we”e out. W–at would –appe’ to ‘e f”o‘
so‘e of ou” s—ck w–—te b”ot–e”s?

Well, I do’'t k’ow w–at w—ll –appe’ ’ow.
We've got so‘e d—ឹcult days a–ead. But —t
does’'t ‘atte” w—t– ‘e ’ow. Because I've
bee’ to t–e ‘ou’ta—’top. A’d I do’'t ‘—’d.
L—ke a’ybody, I would l—ke to l—ve a lo’g l—fe.
Lo’gev—ty –as —ts place. But I'‘ ’ot co’ce”’ed
about t–at ’ow. I just wa’t to do Godཐs w—ll.
A’d Heཐs allowed ‘e to go up to t–e ‘ou’-
ta—’. A’d I've looked ove”. A’d I've see’ t–e
p”o‘—sed la’d. I ‘ay ’ot get t–e”e w—t– you.
But I wa’t you to k’ow to’—g–t, t–at we, as a
people, w—ll get to t–e p”o‘—sed la’d. So I'‘
–appy, to’—g–t. I'‘ ’ot wo””—ed about a’yt–—’g.
I'‘ ’ot fea”—’g a’y ‘a’. M—’e eyes –ave see’
t–e glo”y of t–e co‘—’g of t–e Lo”d.[161]

K—’g was booked —’ ”oo‘ 306 at t–e Lo””a—’e Motel,
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ow’ed by Walte” Ba—ley, —’ Me‘p–—s. Abe”’at–y, w–o
was p”ese’t at t–e assass—’at—o’, test—ិed to t–e U’—ted
States House Select Co‘‘—ttee o’ Assass—’at—o’s t–at
K—’g a’d –—s e’tou”age stayed at ”oo‘ 306 at t–e Lo”-
”a—’eMotel so ofte’ —t was k’ow’ as t–e ནK—’g-Abe”’at–y
su—teཔ.[162] Acco”d—’g to Jesse Jackso’, w–o was p”ese’t,
K—’gཐs last wo”ds o’ t–e balco’y befo”e –—s assass—’at—o’
we”e spoke’ to ‘us—c—a’ Be’ B”a’c–, w–o was sc–ed-
uled to pe”fo”‘ t–at ’—g–t at a’ eve’t K—’g was atte’d—’g:
ནBe’, ‘ake su”e you play 'TakeMy Ha’d, P”ec—ous Lo”d'
—’ t–e ‘eet—’g to’—g–t. Play —t ”eal p”etty.པ[163]

K—’g was s–ot at 6:01 p.‘., Ap”—l 4, 1968, as –e stood
o’ t–e ‘otelཐs seco’d-ីoo” balco’y. T–e bullet e’-
te”ed t–”oug– –—s ”—g–t c–eek, s‘as–—’g –—s jaw, t–e’
t”aveled dow’ –—s sp—’al co”d befo”e lodg—’g —’ –—s
s–oulde”.[164][165] Abe”’at–y –ea”d t–e s–ot f”o‘ —’s—de
t–e ‘otel ”oo‘ a’d ”a’ to t–e balco’y to ិ’d K—’g o’ t–e
ីoo”.[166] Jackso’ stated afte” t–e s–oot—’g t–at –e c”adled
K—’gཐs –ead as K—’g lay o’ t–e balco’y, but t–—s accou’t
was d—sputed by ot–e” colleagues of K—’gཐs; Jackso’ late”
c–a’ged –—s state‘e’t to say t–at –e –ad ན”eac–ed outཔ
fo” K—’g.[167]

Afte” e‘e”ge’cy c–est su”ge”y, K—’g d—ed at St. Josep–ཐs
Hosp—tal at 7:05 p.‘.[168] Acco”d—’g to b—og”ap–e” Taylo”
B”a’c–, K—’gཐs autopsy ”evealed t–at t–oug– o’ly 39 yea”s
old, –e ན–ad t–e –ea”t of a 60 yea” oldཔ, w–—c– B”a’c–
att”—buted to t–e st”ess of 13 yea”s —’ t–e C—v—l R—g–ts
Move‘e’t.[169]

1.9.1 Aftermath

Fu”t–e” —’fo”‘at—o’: K—’g assass—’at—o’ ”—ots

T–e assass—’at—o’ led to a ’at—o’w—de wave of ”ace ”—-
ots —’ Was–—’gto’, D.C.; C–—cago; Balt—‘o”e; Lou—sv—lle;
Ka’sas C—ty; a’d doze’s of ot–e” c—t—es.[170][171] P”es-
—de’t—al ca’d—date Robe”t F. ནBobbyཔ Ke’’edy was o’
–—s way to I’d—a’apol—s fo” a ca‘pa—g’ ”ally w–e’ –e
was —’fo”‘ed of K—’gཐs deat–. He gave a s–o”t speec–
to t–e gat–e”—’g of suppo”te”s —’fo”‘—’g t–e‘ of t–e
t”agedy a’d u”g—’g t–e‘ to co’t—’ue K—’gཐs —deal of
’o’v—ole’ce.[172] Ja‘es Fa”‘e”, J”., a’d ot–e” c—v—l ”—g–ts
leade”s also called fo” ’o’v—ole’t act—o’, w–—le t–e ‘o”e
‘—l—ta’t Stokely Ca”‘—c–ael called fo” a ‘o”e fo”ceful
”espo’se.[173] T–e c—ty of Me‘p–—s “u—ckly settled t–e
st”—ke o’ te”‘s favo”able to t–e sa’—tat—o’ wo”ke”s.[174]

P”es—de’t Ly’do’ B. Jo–’so’ decla”ed Ap”—l 7 a ’at—o’al
day of‘ou”’—’g fo” t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”.[175] V—ce P”es—-
de’t Hube”t Hu‘p–”ey atte’ded K—’gཐs fu’e”al o’ be–alf
of t–e P”es—de’t, as t–e”e we”e fea”s t–at Jo–’so’ཐs p”es-
e’ce ‘—g–t —’c—te p”otests a’d pe”–aps v—ole’ce.[176] At
–—s w—dowཐs ”e“uest, K—’gཐs last se”‘o’ at Ebe’eze” Bap-
t—st C–u”c– was played at t–e fu’e”al,[177] a ”eco”d—’g of
–—s ནD”u‘ Majo”པ se”‘o’, g—ve’ o’ Feb”ua”y 4, 1968.
I’ t–at se”‘o’, K—’g ‘ade a ”e“uest t–at at –—s fu’e”al
’o ‘e’t—o’ of –—s awa”ds a’d –o’o”s be ‘ade, but t–at

—t be sa—d t–at –e t”—ed to ནfeed t–e –u’g”yཔ, ནclot–e t–e
’akedཔ, ནbe ”—g–t o’ t–e [V—et’a‘] wa” “uest—o’པ, a’d
ནlove a’d se”ve –u‘a’—tyཔ.[178] H—s good f”—e’d Ma–al—a
Jackso’ sa’g –—s favo”—te –y‘’, ནTake My Ha’d, P”e-
c—ous Lo”dཔ, at t–e fu’e”al.[179]

Two ‘o’t–s afte” K—’gཐs deat–, escaped co’v—ct Ja‘es
Ea”l Ray was captu”ed at Lo’do’Heat–”owA—”po”t w–—le
t”y—’g to leave t–e U’—ted K—’gdo‘ o’ a false Ca’ad—a’
passpo”t —’ t–e ’a‘e of Ra‘o’ Geo”ge S’eyd o’ –—s
way to w–—te-”uled R–odes—a.[180] Ray was “u—ckly ex-
t”ad—ted to Te’’essee a’d c–a”ged w—t– K—’gཐs ‘u”de”.
He co’fessed to t–e assass—’at—o’ o’ Ma”c– 10, 1969,
t–oug– –e ”eca’ted t–—s co’fess—o’ t–”ee days late”.[181]

O’ t–e adv—ce of –—s atto”’ey Pe”cy Fo”e‘a’, Ray pled
gu—lty to avo—d a t”—al co’v—ct—o’ a’d t–us t–e poss—b—l-
—ty of ”ece—v—’g t–e deat– pe’alty. He was se’te’ced to
a 99-yea” p”—so’ te”‘.[181][182] Ray late” cla—‘ed a ‘a’
–e ‘et —’ Mo’t”eal, Quebec, w—t– t–e al—as ནRaoulཔ was
—’volved a’d t–at t–e assass—’at—o’ was t–e ”esult of a
co’sp—”acy.[183][184] He spe’t t–e ”e‘a—’de” of –—s l—fe at-
te‘pt—’g, u’successfully, to w—t–d”aw –—s gu—lty plea a’d
secu”e t–e t”—al –e ’eve” –ad.[182]

1.9.2 Allegations of conspiracy

Rayཐs lawye”s ‘a—’ta—’ed –e was a scapegoat s—‘—la” to
t–e way t–at Jo–’ F. Ke’’edy assass—’ Lee Ha”vey Os-
wald —s see’ by co’sp—”acy t–eo”—sts.[185] Suppo”te”s of
t–—s asse”t—o’ say t–at Rayཐs co’fess—o’ was g—ve’ u’de”
p”essu”e a’d t–at –e –ad bee’ t–”eate’ed w—t– t–e deat–
pe’alty.[182][186] T–ey ad‘—t Ray was a t–—ef a’d bu”gla”,
but cla—‘ –e –ad ’o ”eco”d of co‘‘—tt—’g v—ole’t c”—‘es
w—t– a weapo’.[184] Howeve”, p”—so’ ”eco”ds —’ d—ាe”e’t
U.S. c—t—es –ave s–ow’ t–at –e was —’ca”ce”ated o’ ’u-
‘e”ous occas—o’s fo” c–a”ges of a”‘ed ”obbe”y.[187] I’ a
2008 —’te”v—eww—t– CNN, Je””y Ray, t–e you’ge” b”ot–e”
of Ja‘es Ea”l Ray, cla—‘ed t–at Ja‘es was s‘a”t a’d was
so‘et—‘es able to get away w—t– a”‘ed ”obbe”y. Je””y
Ray sa—d t–at –e –ad ass—sted –—s b”ot–e” o’ o’e suc– ”ob-
be”y. ནI ’eve” bee’ w—t– ’obody as bold as –e —s,པ Je””y
sa—d. ནHe just walked —’ a’d put t–at gu’ o’ so‘ebody,
—t was just l—ke —tཐs a’ eve”yday t–—’g.པ[187]

T–ose suspect—’g a co’sp—”acy —’ t–e assass—’at—o’ po—’t
to t–e two success—ve ball—st—cs tests w–—c– p”oved t–at a
”—ីe s—‘—la” to Rayཐs Re‘—’gto’ Ga‘e‘aste” –ad bee’
t–e ‘u”de” weapo’. T–ose tests d—d ’ot —‘pl—cate Rayཐs
spec—ិc ”—ីe.[182][188] W—t’esses ’ea” K—’g at t–e ‘o‘e’t
of –—s deat– sa—d t–at t–e s–ot ca‘e f”o‘ a’ot–e” loca-
t—o’. T–ey sa—d t–at —t ca‘e f”o‘ be–—’d t–—ck s–”ubbe”y
’ea” t–e boa”d—’g –ouseཋw–—c– –ad bee’ cut away —’
t–e days follow—’g t–e assass—’at—o’ཋa’d ’ot f”o‘ t–e
boa”d—’g –ouse w—’dow.[189] Howeve”, Rayཐs ិ’ge”p”—’ts
we”e fou’d o’ va”—ous objects (a ”—ីe, a pa—” of b—’ocu-
la”s, a”t—cles of clot–—’g, a ’ewspape”) t–at we”e left —’
t–e bat–”oo‘ w–e”e —t was dete”‘—’ed t–e gu’ិ”e ca‘e
f”o‘.[187] A’ exa‘—’at—o’ of t–e ”—ីe co’ta—’—’g Rayཐs
ិ’ge”p”—’ts also dete”‘—’ed t–at at least o’e s–ot was

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_Select_Committee_on_Assassinations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_Select_Committee_on_Assassinations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Branch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Take_My_Hand,_Precious_Lord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Joseph%2527s_Hospital_(Memphis,_Tennessee)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Joseph%2527s_Hospital_(Memphis,_Tennessee)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taylor_Branch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taylor_Branch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_assassination_riots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_racial_violence_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_racial_violence_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1968_Washington,_D.C._riots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1968_Chicago_riots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore_riot_of_1968
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisville_riots_of_1968
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1968_Kansas_City_riot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indianapolis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_F._Kennedy%2527s_speech_on_the_assassination_of_Martin_Luther_King_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Farmer,_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hubert_Humphrey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebenezer_Baptist_Church_(Atlanta,_Georgia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebenezer_Baptist_Church_(Atlanta,_Georgia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Earl_Ray
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Earl_Ray
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Heathrow_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhodesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percy_Foreman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montreal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scapegoat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Harvey_Oswald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Harvey_Oswald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballistics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remington_Arms


12 CHAPTER 1. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

ិ”ed f”o‘ t–e ិ”ea”‘ at t–e t—‘e of t–e assass—’at—o’.[187]

Martin Luther King and Coretta Scott King’s sarcophagus, lo-

cated on the grounds of the Martin Luther King, Jr. National

Historic Site in Atlanta, Georgia

I’ 1997, K—’gཐs so’ Dexte” Scott K—’g ‘et w—t– Ray, a’d
publ—cly suppo”ted Rayཐs eាo”ts to obta—’ a ’ew t”—al.[190]

Two yea”s late”, Co”etta Scott K—’g, K—’gཐs w—dow,
alo’g w—t– t–e ”est of K—’gཐs fa‘—ly, wo’ a w”o’gful
deat– cla—‘ aga—’st Loyd Jowe”s a’d ནot–e” u’k’ow’ co-
co’sp—”ato”sཔ. Jowe”s cla—‘ed to –ave ”ece—ved $100,000
to a””a’ge K—’gཐs assass—’at—o’. T–e ju”y of s—x w–—tes
a’d s—x blacks fou’d —’ favo” of t–e K—’g fa‘—ly,
ិ’d—’g Jowe”s to be co‘pl—c—t —’ a co’sp—”acy aga—’st
K—’g a’d t–at gove”’‘e’t age’c—es we”e pa”ty to t–e
assass—’at—o’.[191][192] W—ll—a‘ F. Peppe” ”ep”ese’ted t–e
K—’g fa‘—ly —’ t–e t”—al.[193]

I’ 2000, t–e U.S. Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce co‘pleted t–e
—’vest—gat—o’ —’to Jowe”sཐ cla—‘s but d—d ’ot ិ’d ev—de’ce
to suppo”t allegat—o’s about co’sp—”acy. T–e —’vest—gat—o’
”epo”t ”eco‘‘e’ded ’o fu”t–e” —’vest—gat—o’ u’less so‘e
’ew ”el—able facts a”e p”ese’ted.[194] A s—ste” of Jowe”s
ad‘—tted t–at –e –ad fab”—cated t–e sto”y so –e could‘ake
$300,000 f”o‘ sell—’g t–e sto”y, a’d s–e —’ tu”’ co””ob-
o”ated –—s sto”y —’ o”de” to get so‘e ‘o’ey to pay –e”
—’co‘e tax.[195][196]

I’ 2002, The New York Times ”epo”ted t–at a c–u”c– ‘—’-
—ste”, Rev. Ro’ald De’to’ W—lso’, cla—‘ed –—s fat–e”,
He’”y Clay W—lso’ཋ’ot Ja‘es Ea”l Rayཋassass—’ated
K—’g. He stated, ནIt was’'t a ”ac—st t–—’g; –e t–oug–t Ma”-
t—’ Lut–e” K—’g was co’’ected w—t– co‘‘u’—s‘, a’d –e
wa’ted to get –—‘ out of t–e way.པ W—lso’ p”ov—ded ’o
ev—de’ce to back up –—s cla—‘s.[197]

K—’g ”esea”c–e”s Dav—d Ga””ow a’d Ge”ald Pos’e” d—s-
ag”eed w—t– W—ll—a‘ F. Peppe”ཐs cla—‘s t–at t–e gove”’-
‘e’t k—lled K—’g.[198] I’ 2003, Peppe” publ—s–ed a book
about t–e lo’g —’vest—gat—o’ a’d t”—al, as well as –—s ”ep”e-
se’tat—o’ of Ja‘es Ea”l Ray —’ –—s b—d fo” a t”—al, lay—’g out
t–e ev—de’ce a’d c”—t—c—z—’g ot–e” accou’ts.[199] K—’gཐs
f”—e’d a’d colleague, Ja‘es Bevel, also d—sputed t–e a”-
gu‘e’t t–at Ray acted alo’e, stat—’g, ནT–e”e —s ’o way a
te’-ce’t w–—te boy could develop a pla’ to k—ll a ‘—ll—o’-

dolla” black ‘a’.པ[200] I’ 2004, Jesse Jackso’ stated:

T–e fact —s t–e”e we”e saboteu”s to d—s-
”upt t–e ‘a”c–. A’d w—t–—’ ou” ow’ o”ga’—-
zat—o’, we fou’d a ve”y key pe”so’ w–o was o’
t–e gove”’‘e’t pay”oll. So —’ិlt”at—o’ w—t–—’,
saboteu”s f”o‘ w—t–out a’d t–e p”ess attacks.
... I w—ll ’eve” bel—eve t–at Ja‘es Ea”l Ray –ad
t–e ‘ot—ve, t–e ‘o’ey a’d t–e ‘ob—l—ty to –ave
do’e —t –—‘self. Ou” gove”’‘e’t was ve”y —’-
volved —’ sett—’g t–e stage fo” a’d I t–—’k t–e
escape ”oute fo” Ja‘es Ea”l Ray.[201]

1.10 Legacy

President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Among the

guests behind him is Martin Luther King.

K—’gཐs ‘a—’ legacy was to secu”e p”og”ess o’ c—v—l ”—g–ts
—’ t–e U.S. Just days afte” K—’gཐs assass—’at—o’, Co’g”ess
passed t–e C—v—l R—g–ts Act of 1968.[202] T—tle VIII of t–e
Act, co‘‘o’ly k’ow’ as t–e Fa—” Hous—’g Act, p”o–—b-
—ted d—sc”—‘—’at—o’ —’ –ous—’g a’d –ous—’g-”elated t”a’s-
act—o’s o’ t–e bas—s of ”ace, ”el—g—o’, o” ’at—o’al o”—g—’
(late” expa’ded to —’clude sex, fa‘—l—al status, a’d d—s-
ab—l—ty). T–—s leg—slat—o’ was see’ as a t”—bute to K—’gཐs
st”uggle —’ –—s ិ’al yea”s to co‘bat ”es—de’t—al d—sc”—‘—-
’at—o’ —’ t–e U.S.[202]

I’te”’at—o’ally, K—’gཐs legacy —’cludes —’ីue’ces o’ t–e
Black Co’sc—ous’ess Move‘e’t a’d C—v—l R—g–ts Move-
‘e’t —’ Sout– Af”—ca.[203][204] K—’gཐs wo”k was c—ted by
a’d se”ved as a’ —’sp—”at—o’ fo” Sout– Af”—ca’ leade”
Albe”t Lutul—, w–o foug–t fo” ”ac—al just—ce —’ –—s cou’-
t”y a’d was late” awa”ded t–e Nobel P”—ze.[205] T–e day
follow—’g K—’gཐs assass—’at—o’, sc–ool teac–e” Ja’e Ell—ott
co’ducted –e” ិ”st ནBlue Eyes/B”ow’ Eyesཔ exe”c—se w—t–
–e” class of ele‘e’ta”y sc–ool stude’ts —’ R—cev—lle, Iowa.
He” pu”pose was to –elp t–e‘ u’de”sta’d K—’gཐs deat– as
—t ”elated to ”ac—s‘, so‘et–—’g t–ey l—ttle u’de”stood as
t–ey l—ved —’ a p”edo‘—’a’tly w–—te co‘‘u’—ty.[206] K—’g
–as beco‘e a ’at—o’al —co’ —’ t–e –—sto”y of A‘e”—ca’ l—b-
e”al—s‘ a’d A‘e”—ca’ p”og”ess—v—s‘.[207]
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Martin Luther King, Jr., statue over the west entrance of

Westminster Abbey, installed in 1998

K—’gཐs w—fe, Co”etta Scott K—’g, followed —’ –e” –us-
ba’dཐs footsteps a’d was act—ve —’ ‘atte”s of soc—al just—ce
a’d c—v—l ”—g–ts u’t—l –e” deat– —’ 2006. T–e sa‘e yea” t–at
Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g was assass—’ated, s–e establ—s–ed t–e
K—’g Ce’te” —’ Atla’ta, Geo”g—a, ded—cated to p”ese”v—’g
–—s legacy a’d t–e wo”k of c–a‘p—o’—’g ’o’v—ole’t co’-
ី—ct ”esolut—o’ a’d tole”a’ce wo”ldw—de.[208] T–e—” so’,
Dexte” K—’g, se”ves as t–e ce’te”ཐs c–a—”‘a’.[209][210]

Daug–te” Yola’da K—’g, w–o d—ed —’ 2007, was a ‘ot—-
vat—o’al speake”, aut–o” a’d fou’de” of H—g–e” G”ou’d
P”oduct—o’s, a’ o”ga’—zat—o’ spec—al—z—’g —’ d—ve”s—ty
t”a—’—’g.[211]

Eve’ w—t–—’ t–e K—’g fa‘—ly, ‘e‘be”s d—sag”ee about

Protesters at the 2012 Republican National Convention display

Dr. King’s words and image on a banner

–—s ”el—g—ous a’d pol—t—cal v—ews about gay, lesb—a’, b—sex-
ual a’d t”a’sge’de” people. K—’gཐs w—dow Co”etta sa—d
publ—cly t–at s–e bel—eved –e” –usba’d would –ave sup-
po”ted gay ”—g–ts.[212] Howeve”, –—s you’gest c–—ld, Be”-
’—ce K—’g, –as sa—d publ—cly t–at –e would –ave bee’ op-
posed to gay ‘a””—age.[213]

O’ Feb”ua”y 4, 1968, at t–e Ebe’eze” Bapt—st C–u”c–, —’
speak—’g about –ow –e w—s–ed to be ”e‘e‘be”ed afte”
–—s deat–, K—’g stated:

I'd l—ke so‘ebody to ‘e’t—o’ t–at day t–at
Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g J”. t”—ed to g—ve –—s l—fe
se”v—’g ot–e”s. I'd l—ke fo” so‘ebody to say t–at
day t–at Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g J”. t”—ed to love
so‘ebody.

I wa’t you to say t–at day t–at I t”—ed to be
”—g–t o’ t–e wa” “uest—o’. I wa’t you to be able
to say t–at day t–at I d—d t”y to feed t–e –u’g”y.
I wa’t you to be able to say t–at day t–at I d—d
t”y —’ ‘y l—fe to clot–e t–ose w–o we”e ’aked.
I wa’t you to say o’ t–at day t–at I d—d t”y —’
‘y l—fe to v—s—t t–ose w–o we”e —’ p”—so’. A’d
I wa’t you to say t–at I t”—ed to love a’d se”ve
–u‘a’—ty.

Yes, —f you wa’t to say t–at I was a d”u‘
‘ajo”. Say t–at I was a d”u‘ ‘ajo” fo” jus-
t—ce. Say t–at I was a d”u‘ ‘ajo” fo” peace. I
was a d”u‘‘ajo” fo” ”—g–teous’ess. A’d all of
t–e ot–e” s–allow t–—’gs w—ll ’ot ‘atte”. I wo’'t
–ave a’y ‘o’ey to leave be–—’d. I wo’'t –ave
t–e ិ’e a’d luxu”—ous t–—’gs of l—fe to leave be-
–—’d. But I just wa’t to leave a co‘‘—tted l—fe
be–—’d.[173][214]

1.10.1 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. Day

Beg—’’—’g —’ 1971, c—t—es suc– as St. Lou—s, M—ssou”—, a’d
states establ—s–ed a’’ual –ol—days to –o’o” K—’g.[215] At
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t–e W–—te House Rose Ga”de’ o’ Nove‘be” 2, 1983,
P”es—de’t Ro’ald Reaga’ s—g’ed a b—ll c”eat—’g a fed-
e”al –ol—day to –o’o” K—’g. Obse”ved fo” t–e ិ”st t—‘e
o’ Ja’ua”y 20, 1986, —t —s called Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g,
J”. Day. Follow—’g P”es—de’t Geo”ge H. W. Bus–'s
1992 p”ocla‘at—o’, t–e –ol—day —s obse”ved o’ t–e t–—”d
Mo’day of Ja’ua”y eac– yea”, ’ea” t–e t—‘e of K—’gཐs
b—”t–day.[216][217] O’ Ja’ua”y 17, 2000, fo” t–e ិ”st t—‘e,
Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. Day was oឹc—ally obse”ved —’
all ិfty U.S. states.[218] A”—zo’a (1992), New Ha‘ps–—”e
(1999) a’d Uta– (2000) we”e t–e last t–”ee states to ”ec-
og’—ze t–e –ol—day. Uta– p”ev—ously celeb”ated t–e –ol—-
day at t–e sa‘e t—‘e but u’de” t–e ’a‘e Hu‘a’ R—g–ts
Day.[219]

1.10.2 Liturgical commemorations

K—’g —s ”e‘e‘be”ed as a ‘a”ty” by t–e Ep—scopal C–u”c–
—’ t–e U’—ted States of A‘e”—ca w—t– a’ a’’ual feast
day o’ t–e a’’—ve”sa”y of –—s deat–, Ap”—l 4.[220] T–e
Eva’gel—cal Lut–e”a’ C–u”c– —’ A‘e”—ca co‘‘e‘o”ates
K—’g l—tu”g—cally o’ t–e a’’—ve”sa”y of –—s b—”t–, Ja’ua”y
15.[221]

1.10.3 UK legacy and The Martin Luther
King Peace Committee

I’ t–e U’—ted K—’gdo‘, T–e No”t–u‘b”—a a’d Newcastle
U’—ve”s—t—es Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g Peace Co‘‘—ttee[222]

ex—sts to –o’ou” K—’gཐs legacy, as ”ep”ese’ted by –—s ិ-
’al v—s—t to t–e UK to ”ece—ve a’ –o’o”a”y deg”ee f”o‘
Newcastle U’—ve”s—ty —’ 1967.[223] T–e Peace Co‘‘—ttee
ope”ates out of t–e c–apla—’c—es of t–e c—tyཐs two u’—ve”s—-
t—es, No”t–u‘b”—a a’d Newcastle, bot– of w–—c– ”e‘a—’
ce’t”es fo” t–e study of Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g a’d t–e US
C—v—l R—g–ts Move‘e’t. I’sp—”ed by K—’gཐs v—s—o’, —t u’-
de”takes a ”a’ge of act—v—t—es ac”oss t–e UK as —t seeks to
ནbu—ld cultu”es of peace.པ

1.11 Ideas, influences, and political
stances

1.11.1 Religion

As a C–”—st—a’ ‘—’—ste”, K—’gཐs ‘a—’ —’ីue’ce was Jesus
C–”—st a’d t–e C–”—st—a’ gospels, w–—c– –e would al-
‘ost always “uote —’ –—s ”el—g—ous ‘eet—’gs, speec–es at
c–u”c–, a’d —’ publ—c d—scou”ses. K—’gཐs fa—t– was st”o’gly
based —’ Jesusཐ co‘‘a’d‘e’t of lov—’g you” ’e—g–bo”
as you”self, lov—’g God above all, a’d lov—’g you” e’e-
‘—es, p”ay—’g fo” t–e‘ a’d bless—’g t–e‘. H—s ’o’v—ole’t
t–oug–t was also based —’ t–e —’ju’ct—o’ to turn the other

cheek —’ t–e Se”‘o’ o’ t–e Mou’t, a’d Jesusཐ teac–-
—’g of putt—’g t–e swo”d back —’to —ts place (Matt–ew

26:52).[224] I’ –—s fa‘ous Lette” f”o‘ B—”‘—’g–a‘ Ja—l,
K—’g u”ged act—o’ co’s—ste’t w—t– w–at –e desc”—bes as
Jesusཐ ནext”e‘—stཔ love, a’d also “uoted ’u‘e”ous ot–e”
C–”—st—a’ pac—ិst aut–o”s, w–—c– was ve”y usual fo” –—‘.
I’ a’ot–e” se”‘o’, –e stated:

Befo”e I was a c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”, I was a
p”eac–e” of t–e Gospel. T–—s was ‘y ិ”st call-
—’g a’d —t st—ll ”e‘a—’s ‘y g”eatest co‘‘—t-
‘e’t. You k’ow, actually all t–at I do —’ c—v—l
”—g–ts I do because I co’s—de” —t a pa”t of ‘y
‘—’—st”y. I –ave ’o ot–e” a‘b—t—o’s —’ l—fe but
to ac–—eve excelle’ce —’ t–e C–”—st—a’ ‘—’—st”y.
I do’'t pla’ to ”u’ fo” a’y pol—t—cal oឹce. I
do’'t pla’ to do a’yt–—’g but ”e‘a—’ a p”eac–e”.
A’d w–at I'‘ do—’g —’ t–—s st”uggle, alo’g w—t–
‘a’y ot–e”s, g”ows out of ‘y feel—’g t–at t–e
p”eac–e” ‘ust be co’ce”’ed about t–e w–ole
‘a’.[225][226]

I’ –—s speec– "I've Bee’ to t–e Mou’ta—’top", –e stated
t–at –e just wa’ted to do Godཐs w—ll.

1.11.2 Nonviolence

King at the 1963 Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C.

Vete”a’ Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ c—v—l ”—g–ts act—v—st
Baya”d Rust—’ was K—’gཐs ិ”st ”egula” adv—so” o’
’o’v—ole’ce.[227] K—’g was also adv—sed by t–e w–—te
act—v—sts Ha””—s Woាo”d a’d Gle’’ S‘—ley.[228] Rust—’
a’d S‘—ley ca‘e f”o‘ t–e C–”—st—a’ pac—ិst t”ad—t—o’,
a’d Woាo”d a’d Rust—’ bot– stud—ed Ga’d–—ཐs teac–-
—’gs. Rust—’ –ad appl—ed ’o’v—ole’ce w—t– t–e Jou”’ey of
Reco’c—l—at—o’ ca‘pa—g’ —’ t–e 1940s,[229] a’d Woាo”d
–ad bee’ p”o‘ot—’g Ga’d–—s‘ to Sout–e”’ blacks s—’ce
t–e ea”ly 1950s.[228] K—’g –ad —’—t—ally k’ow’ l—ttle about
Ga’d–— a’d ”a”ely used t–e te”‘ ན’o’v—ole’ceཔ du”—’g
–—s ea”ly yea”s of act—v—s‘ —’ t–e ea”ly 1950s. K—’g
—’—t—ally bel—eved —’ a’d p”act—ced self-defe’se, eve’
obta—’—’g gu’s —’ –—s –ouse–old as a ‘ea’s of defe’se
aga—’st poss—ble attacke”s. T–e pac—ិsts gu—ded K—’g by
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s–ow—’g –—‘ t–e alte”’at—ve of ’o’v—ole’t ”es—sta’ce,
a”gu—’g t–at t–—s would be a bette” ‘ea’s to acco‘pl—s–
–—s goals of c—v—l ”—g–ts t–a’ self-defe’se. K—’g t–e’
vowed to ’o lo’ge” pe”so’ally use a”‘s.[230][231]

I’ t–e afte”‘at– of t–e boycott, K—’g w”ote Stride Toward

Freedom, w–—c– —’cluded t–e c–apte” Pilgrimage to Non-

violence. K—’g outl—’ed –—s u’de”sta’d—’g of ’o’v—ole’ce,
w–—c– seeks to w—’ a’ oppo’e’t to f”—e’ds–—p, ”at–e” t–a’
to –u‘—l—ate o” defeat –—‘. T–e c–apte” d”aws f”o‘ a’ ad-
d”ess by Woាo”d, w—t– Rust—’ a’d Sta’ley Lev—so’ also
p”ov—d—’g gu—da’ce a’d g–ostw”—t—’g.[232]

I’sp—”ed by Ma–at‘a Ga’d–—'s success w—t– ’o’v—ole’t
act—v—s‘, K—’g –ad ནfo” a lo’g t—‘e ... wa’ted to take a
t”—p to I’d—aཔ.[233] W—t– ass—sta’ce f”o‘ Ha””—s Woាo”d,
t–e A‘e”—ca’ F”—e’ds Se”v—ce Co‘‘—ttee, a’d ot–e”
suppo”te”s, –e was able to fu’d t–e jou”’ey —’ Ap”—l
1959.[234][235] T–e t”—p to I’d—a aាected K—’g, deepe’—’g
–—s u’de”sta’d—’g of ’o’v—ole’t ”es—sta’ce a’d –—s co‘-
‘—t‘e’t to A‘e”—caཐs st”uggle fo” c—v—l ”—g–ts. I’ a ”ad—o
add”ess ‘ade du”—’g –—s ិ’al eve’—’g —’ I’d—a, K—’g ”e-
ីected, ནS—’ce be—’g —’ I’d—a, I a‘ ‘o”e co’v—’ced t–a’
eve” befo”e t–at t–e ‘et–od of ’o’v—ole’t ”es—sta’ce —s
t–e ‘ost pote’t weapo’ ava—lable to opp”essed people —’
t–e—” st”uggle fo” just—ce a’d –u‘a’ d—g’—tyཔ.

Baya”d Rust—’ཐs ope’ –o‘osexual—ty, suppo”t of
de‘oc”at—c soc—al—s‘, a’d –—s fo”‘e” t—es to t–e
Co‘‘u’—st Pa”ty USA caused ‘a’y w–—te a’d Af”—ca’-
A‘e”—ca’ leade”s to de‘a’d K—’g d—sta’ce –—‘self f”o‘
Rust—’,[236] w–—c– K—’g ag”eed to do.[237] Howeve”, K—’g
ag”eed t–at Rust—’ s–ould be o’e of t–e ‘a—’ o”ga’—ze”s
of t–e 1963 Ma”c– o’ Was–—’gto’.[238]

K—’gཐs ad‘—”at—o’ of Ga’d–—ཐs ’o’v—ole’ce d—d ’ot d—-
‘—’—s– —’ late” yea”s. He we’t so fa” as to –old up –—s
exa‘ple w–e’ ”ece—v—’g t–e Nobel Peace P”—ze —’ 1964,
–a—l—’g t–e ནsuccessful p”ecede’tཔ of us—’g ’o’v—ole’ce
ན—’ a ‘ag’—ិce’t way by Mo–a’das K. Ga’d–— to c–al-
le’ge t–e ‘—g–t of t–e B”—t—s– E‘p—”e ... He st”uggled
o’ly w—t– t–e weapo’s of t”ut–, soul fo”ce, ’o’-—’ju”y a’d
cou”age.པ[239]

Ga’d–— see‘ed to –ave —’ីue’ced –—‘w—t– ce”ta—’ ‘o”al
p”—’c—ples,[240] t–oug– Ga’d–— –—‘self –ad bee’ —’ីu-
e’ced by The Kingdom of God Is Within You, a ’o’v—-
ole’t class—c w”—tte’ by C–”—st—a’ a’a”c–—st Leo Tolstoy.
I’ tu”’, bot– Ga’d–— a’d Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g –ad ”ead
Tolstoy, a’d K—’g, Ga’d–— a’d Tolstoy –ad bee’ st”o’gly
—’ីue’ced by Jesus' Se”‘o’ o’ t–e Mou’t. K—’g “uoted
TolstoyཐsWar and Peace —’ 1959.[241]

A’ot–e” —’ីue’ce fo” K—’gཐs ’o’v—ole’t ‘et–od was
He’”y Dav—d T–o”eau's essay On Civil Disobedience,
w–—c–K—’g ”ead —’ –—s stude’t days. Hewas —’ីue’ced by
t–e —dea of ”efus—’g to coope”ate w—t– a’ ev—l syste‘.[242]

He also was g”eatly —’ីue’ced by t–e wo”ks of P”otes-
ta’t t–eolog—a’s Re—’–old N—ebu–” a’d Paul T—ll—c–,[243]

as well as Walte” Rausc–e’busc–ཐs Christianity and the

Social Crisis. K—’g also so‘et—‘es used t–e co’cept of
"agape" (b”ot–e”ly C–”—st—a’ love).[244] Howeve”, afte”

1960, –e ceased e‘ploy—’g —t —’ –—s w”—t—’gs.[245]

Eve’ afte” ”e’ou’c—’g –—s pe”so’al use of gu’s, K—’g
–ad a co‘plex ”elat—o’s–—p w—t– t–e p–e’o‘e’o’ of self-
defe’se —’ t–e ‘ove‘e’t. He publ—cly d—scou”aged —t
as a w—desp”ead p”act—ce, but ack’owledged t–at —t was
so‘et—‘es ’ecessa”y.[246] T–”oug–out –—s ca”ee” K—’g
was f”e“ue’tly p”otected by ot–e” c—v—l ”—g–ts act—v—sts
w–o ca””—ed a”‘s, suc– as Colo’el Sto’e Jo–’so’,[247]

Robe”t Hayl—’g, a’d t–e Deaco’s fo” Defe’se a’d Jus-
t—ce.[248][249]

1.11.3 Politics

As t–e leade” of t–e SCLC, K—’g ‘a—’ta—’ed a pol—cy
of ’ot publ—cly e’do”s—’g a U.S. pol—t—cal pa”ty o” ca’d—-
date: ནI feel so‘eo’e ‘ust ”e‘a—’ —’ t–e pos—t—o’ of ’o’-
al—g’‘e’t, so t–at –e ca’ look object—vely at bot– pa”t—es
a’d be t–e co’sc—e’ce of bot–ཋ’ot t–e se”va’t o” ‘aste”
of e—t–e”.པ[250] I’ a 1958 —’te”v—ew, –e exp”essed –—s v—ew
t–at ’e—t–e” pa”ty was pe”fect, say—’g, ནI do’'t t–—’k t–e
Republ—ca’ pa”ty —s a pa”ty full of t–e al‘—g–ty God ’o”
—s t–e De‘oc”at—c pa”ty. T–ey bot– –ave weak’esses ...
A’d I'‘ ’ot —’ext”—cably bou’d to e—t–e” pa”ty.པ[251] K—’g
d—d p”a—se De‘oc”at—c Se’ato” Paul Douglas of Ill—’o—s as
be—’g t–e ནg”eatest of all se’ato”sཔ because of –—s ិe”ce
advocacy fo” c—v—l ”—g–ts causes ove” t–e yea”s.[252]

K—’g c”—t—“ued bot– pa”t—esཐ pe”fo”‘a’ce o’ p”o‘ot—’g
”ac—al e“ual—ty:

Actually, t–e Neg”o –as bee’ bet”ayed by
bot– t–e Republ—ca’ a’d t–e De‘oc”at—c pa”ty.
T–e De‘oc”ats –ave bet”ayed –—‘ by cap—tu-
lat—’g to t–e w–—‘s a’d cap”—ces of t–e Sout–-
e”’ D—x—ec”ats. T–e Republ—ca’s –ave bet”ayed
–—‘ by cap—tulat—’g to t–e blata’t –ypoc”—sy of
”eact—o’a”y ”—g–t w—’g ’o”t–e”’ Republ—ca’s.
A’d t–—s coal—t—o’ of sout–e”’ D—x—ec”ats a’d
”—g–t w—’g ”eact—o’a”y ’o”t–e”’ Republ—ca’s
defeats eve”y b—ll a’d eve”y ‘ove towa”ds l—b-
e”al leg—slat—o’ —’ t–e a”ea of c—v—l ”—g–ts.[253]

Alt–oug– K—’g ’eve” publ—cly suppo”ted a pol—t—cal pa”ty
o” ca’d—date fo” p”es—de’t, —’ a lette” to a c—v—l ”—g–ts
suppo”te” —’ Octobe” 1956 –e sa—d t–at –e was u’de-
c—ded as to w–et–e” –e would vote fo” Adla— Steve’so’
o” Dw—g–t E—se’–owe”, but t–at ནI’ t–e past I always
voted t–e De‘oc”at—c t—cket.པ[254] I’ –—s autob—og”ap–y,
K—’g says t–at —’ 1960 –e p”—vately voted fo” De‘o-
c”at—c ca’d—date Jo–’ F. Ke’’edy: ནI felt t–at Ke’’edy
would ‘ake t–e best p”es—de’t. I ’eve” ca‘e out w—t–
a’ e’do”se‘e’t. My fat–e” d—d, but I ’eve” ‘ade o’e.པ
K—’g adds t–at –e l—kely would –ave ‘ade a’ excep-
t—o’ to –—s ’o’-e’do”se‘e’t pol—cy fo” a seco’d Ke’’edy
te”‘, say—’g ནHad P”es—de’t Ke’’edy l—ved, I would p”ob-
ably –ave e’do”sed –—‘ —’ 1964.པ[255] I’ 1964, K—’g
u”ged –—s suppo”te”s ནa’d all people of goodw—llཔ to vote

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stride_Toward_Freedom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stride_Toward_Freedom
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/primarydocuments/Vol4/1-Sept-1958_MyPilgrimageToNonviolence.pdf
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/primarydocuments/Vol4/1-Sept-1958_MyPilgrimageToNonviolence.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanley_Levison
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahatma_Gandhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Friends_Service_Committee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonviolent_resistance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_socialism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Party_USA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Kingdom_of_God_Is_Within_You
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_Tolstoy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_and_Peace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_David_Thoreau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_Disobedience_(Thoreau)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reinhold_Niebuhr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonel_Stone_Johnson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Augustine_Movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deacons_for_Defense_and_Justice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deacons_for_Defense_and_Justice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Douglas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adlai_Stevenson_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwight_Eisenhower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_F._Kennedy


16 CHAPTER 1. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

aga—’st Republ—ca’ Se’ato” Ba””y Goldwate” fo” p”es—-
de’t, say—’g t–at –—s elect—o’ ནwould be a t”agedy, a’d ce”-
ta—’ly su—c—dal al‘ost, fo” t–e ’at—o’ a’d t–e wo”ld.པ[256]

K—’g suppo”ted t–e —deals of de‘oc”at—c soc—al—s‘, al-
t–oug– –e was ”elucta’t to speak d—”ectly of t–—s sup-
po”t due to t–e a’t—-co‘‘u’—st se’t—‘e’t be—’g p”ojected
t–”oug–out A‘e”—ca at t–e t—‘e, a’d t–e assoc—at—o’ of
soc—al—s‘ w—t– co‘‘u’—s‘. K—’g bel—eved t–at cap—tal-
—s‘ could ’ot ade“uately p”ov—de t–e bas—c ’ecess—t—es of
‘a’y A‘e”—ca’ people, pa”t—cula”ly t–e Af”—ca’ A‘e”—-
ca’ co‘‘u’—ty.[257]

1.11.4 Compensation

K—’g stated t–at black A‘e”—ca’s, as well as ot–e” d—s-
adva’taged A‘e”—ca’s, s–ould be co‘pe’sated fo” –—s-
to”—cal w”o’gs. I’ a’ —’te”v—ew co’ducted fo” Playboy —’
1965, –e sa—d t–at g”a’t—’g black A‘e”—ca’s o’ly e“ual-
—ty could ’ot ”eal—st—cally close t–e eco’o‘—c gap betwee’
t–e‘ a’d w–—tes. K—’g sa—d t–at –e d—d ’ot seek a full
”est—tut—o’ of wages lost to slave”y, w–—c– –e bel—eved —‘-
poss—ble, but p”oposed a gove”’‘e’t co‘pe’sato”y p”o-
g”a‘ of $50 b—ll—o’ ove” te’ yea”s to all d—sadva’taged
g”oups.[258]

He pos—ted t–at ནt–e‘o’ey spe’t would be‘o”e t–a’ a‘-
ply just—ិed by t–e be’eិts t–at would acc”ue to t–e ’at—o’
t–”oug– a spectacula” decl—’e —’ sc–ool d”opouts, fa‘—ly
b”eakups, c”—‘e ”ates, —lleg—t—‘acy, swolle’ ”el—ef ”olls,
”—ot—’g a’d ot–e” soc—al ev—lsཔ.[259] He p”ese’ted t–—s —dea
as a’ appl—cat—o’ of t–e co‘‘o’ law ”ega”d—’g settle‘e’t
of u’pa—d labo”, but cla”—ិed t–at –e felt t–at t–e ‘o’ey
s–ould ’ot be spe’t exclus—vely o’ blacks. He stated, ནIt
s–ould be’eិt t–e d—sadva’taged of all ”acesཔ.[260]

1.11.5 The lack of attention given to family
planning

O’ be—’g awa”ded t–e Pla’’ed Pa”e’t–ood Fede”at—o’ of
A‘e”—ca's Ma”ga”et Sa’ge” Awa”d o’ 5t– May, 1966,
K—’g sa—d:

Rece’tly, t–e p”ess –as bee’ ិlled w—t– ”e-
po”ts of s—g–t—’gs of ីy—’g sauce”s. W–—le we
’eed ’ot g—ve c”ede’ce to t–ese sto”—es, t–ey al-
low ou” —‘ag—’at—o’ to speculate o’ –ow v—s-
—to”s f”o‘ oute” space would judge us. I a‘
af”a—d t–ey would be stupeិed at ou” co’duct.
T–ey would obse”ve t–at fo” deat– pla’’—’g we
spe’d b—ll—o’s to c”eate e’g—’es a’d st”ateg—es
fo” wa”. T–ey would also obse”ve t–at we
spe’d ‘—ll—o’s to p”eve’t deat– by d—sease a’d
ot–e” causes. F—’ally t–ey would obse”ve t–at
we spe’d palt”y su‘s fo” populat—o’ pla’’—’g,
eve’ t–oug– —ts spo’ta’eous g”owt– —s a’ u”-
ge’t t–”eat to l—fe o’ ou” pla’et. Ou” v—s—to”s

f”o‘ oute” space could be fo”g—ve’ —f t–ey ”e-
po”ted –o‘e t–at ou” pla’et —s —’–ab—ted by a
”ace of —’sa’e ‘e’ w–ose futu”e —s bleak a’d
u’ce”ta—’.
T–e”e —s ’o –u‘a’ c—”cu‘sta’ce ‘o”e t”ag—c
t–a’ t–e pe”s—st—’g ex—ste’ce of a –a”‘ful co’-
d—t—o’ fo” w–—c– a ”e‘edy —s ”ead—ly ava—lable.
Fa‘—ly pla’’—’g, to ”elate populat—o’ to wo”ld
”esou”ces, —s poss—ble, p”act—cal a’d ’ecessa”y.
U’l—ke plagues of t–e da”k ages o” co’te‘-
po”a”y d—seases we do ’ot yet u’de”sta’d, t–e
‘ode”’ plague of ove”populat—o’ —s soluble by
‘ea’s we –ave d—scove”ed a’d w—t– ”esou”ces
we possess.
W–at —s lack—’g —s ’ot suឹc—e’t k’owledge of
t–e solut—o’ but u’—ve”sal co’sc—ous’ess of t–e
g”av—ty of t–e p”oble‘ a’d educat—o’ of t–e b—l-
l—o’s w–o a”e —ts v—ct—‘s...[261][262]

1.12 FBI and King’s personal life

1.12.1 FBI surveillance and wiretapping

FBI d—”ecto” J. Edga” Hoove” pe”so’ally o”de”ed su”ve—l-
la’ce of K—’g, w—t– t–e —’te’t to u’de”‘—’e –—s powe”
as a c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”.[131][263] Acco”d—’g to t–e C–u”c–
Co‘‘—ttee, a 1975 —’vest—gat—o’ by t–e U.S. Co’g”ess,
ནF”o‘ Dece‘be” 1963 u’t—l –—s deat– —’ 1968, Ma”t—’
Lut–e” K—’g J”. was t–e ta”get of a’ —’te’s—ve ca‘pa—g’
by t–e Fede”al Bu”eau of I’vest—gat—o’ to '’eut”al—ze' –—‘
as a’ eាect—ve c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”.པ[264]

T–e Bu”eau ”ece—ved aut–o”—zat—o’ to p”oceed w—t– w—”e-
tapp—’g f”o‘ Atto”’ey Ge’e”al Robe”t F. Ke’’edy —’ t–e
fall of 1963[265] a’d —’fo”‘ed P”es—de’t Jo–’ F. Ke’’edy,
bot– of w–o‘ u’successfully t”—ed to pe”suade K—’g to
d—ssoc—ate –—‘self f”o‘ Sta’ley Lev—so’, a New Yo”k
lawye” w–o –ad bee’ —’volved w—t– Co‘‘u’—st Pa”ty
USA.[266][267] Alt–oug– Robe”t Ke’’edy o’ly gave w”—t-
te’ app”oval fo” l—‘—ted w—”etapp—’g of K—’gཐs p–o’es
ནo’ a t”—al bas—s, fo” a ‘o’t– o” soཔ,[268] Hoove” ex-
te’ded t–e clea”a’ce so –—s ‘e’ we”e ནu’s–ackledཔ to
look fo” ev—de’ce —’ a’y a”eas of K—’gཐs l—fe t–ey dee‘ed
wo”t–y.[269] T–e Bu”eau placed w—”etaps o’ Lev—so’ཐs a’d
K—’gཐs –o‘e a’d oឹce p–o’es, a’d bugged K—’gཐs ”oo‘s
—’ –otels as –e t”aveled ac”oss t–e cou’t”y.[266][270] I’
1967, Hoove” l—sted t–e SCLC as a black ’at—o’al—st –ate
g”oup, w—t– t–e —’st”uct—o’s: ནNo oppo”tu’—ty s–ould be
‘—ssed to explo—t t–”oug– cou’te”—’tell—ge’ce tec–’—“ues
t–e o”ga’—zat—o’al a’d pe”so’al co’ី—cts of t–e leade”-
s–—ps of t–e g”oups ... to —’su”e t–e ta”geted g”oup —s d—s-
”upted, ”—d—culed, o” d—sc”ed—ted.པ[263][271]
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1.12.2 NSA monitoring of King’s commu-
nications

I’ a sec”et ope”at—o’ code-’a‘ed "M—’a”et", t–e Nat—o’al
Secu”—ty Age’cy (NSA) ‘o’—to”ed t–e co‘‘u’—cat—o’s
of lead—’g A‘e”—ca’s, —’clud—’g K—’g, w–o c”—t—c—zed t–e
U.S. wa” —’ V—et’a‘.[272] A ”ev—ew by t–e NSA —tself
co’cluded t–at M—’a”et was ནd—s”eputable —f ’ot out”—g–t
—llegal.པ[272]

1.12.3 Allegations of communism

Fo” yea”s, Hoove” –ad bee’ susp—c—ous about pote’t—al —’-
ីue’ce of co‘‘u’—sts —’ soc—al ‘ove‘e’ts suc– as labo”
u’—o’s a’d c—v—l ”—g–ts.[273] Hoove” d—”ected t–e FBI to
t”ack K—’g —’ 1957, a’d t–e SCLC as —t was establ—s–ed (—t
d—d ’ot –ave a full-t—‘e execut—ve d—”ecto” u’t—l 1960).[52]

T–e —’vest—gat—o’s we”e la”gely supe”ិc—al u’t—l 1962,
w–e’ t–e FBI lea”’ed t–at o’e of K—’gཐs ‘ost t”usted ad-
v—se”s was New Yo”k C—ty lawye” Sta’ley Lev—so’.[274]

T–e FBI fea”ed Lev—so’ was wo”k—’g as a’ ནage’t of —’-
ីue’ceཔ ove” K—’g, —’ sp—te of —ts ow’ ”epo”ts —’ 1963 t–at
Lev—so’ –ad left t–e Pa”ty a’d was ’o lo’ge” assoc—ated
—’ bus—’ess deal—’gs w—t– t–e‘.[275] A’ot–e” K—’g l—eu-
te’a’t, Hu’te” P—tts O'Dell, was also l—’ked to t–e Co‘-
‘u’—st Pa”ty by swo”’ test—‘o’y befo”e t–e House U’-
A‘e”—ca’ Act—v—t—es Co‘‘—ttee (HUAC).[276] Howeve”,
by 1976 t–e FBI –ad ack’owledged t–at —t –ad ’ot ob-
ta—’ed a’y ev—de’ce t–at K—’g –—‘self o” t–e SCLC we”e
actually —’volved w—t– a’y co‘‘u’—st o”ga’—zat—o’s.[264]

Fo” –—s pa”t, K—’g ada‘a’tly de’—ed –av—’g a’y co’’ec-
t—o’s to co‘‘u’—s‘, stat—’g —’ a 1965 Playboy —’te”-
v—ew t–at ནt–e”e a”e as ‘a’y Co‘‘u’—sts —’ t–—s f”eedo‘
‘ove‘e’t as t–e”e a”e Esk—‘os —’ Flo”—daཔ.[277] He a”-
gued t–at Hoove” was ནfollow—’g t–e pat– of appease‘e’t
of pol—t—cal powe”s —’ t–e Sout–པ a’d t–at –—s co’ce”’ fo”
co‘‘u’—st —’ិlt”at—o’ of t–e C—v—l R—g–ts Move‘e’t was
‘ea’t to ནa—d a’d abet t–e salac—ous cla—‘s of sout–e”’
”ac—sts a’d t–e ext”e‘e ”—g–t-w—’g ele‘e’tsཔ.[264] Hoove”
d—d ’ot bel—eve K—’gཐs pledge of —’’oce’ce a’d ”epl—ed
by say—’g t–at K—’g was ནt–e ‘ost ’oto”—ous l—a” —’ t–e
cou’t”yཔ.[278] Afte” K—’g gave –—s ནI Have A D”ea‘པ
speec– du”—’g t–e Ma”c– o’ Was–—’gto’ o’ August 28,
1963, t–e FBI desc”—bed K—’g as ནt–e ‘ost da’ge”ous a’d
eាect—ve Neg”o leade” —’ t–e cou’t”yཔ.[270] It alleged t–at
–e was ནk’ow—’gly, w—ll—’gly a’d ”egula”ly coope”at—’g
w—t– a’d tak—’g gu—da’ce f”o‘ co‘‘u’—stsཔ.[279]

T–e atte‘pt to p”ove t–at K—’g was a co‘‘u’—st was ”e-
lated to t–e feel—’g of ‘a’y seg”egat—o’—sts t–at blacks —’
t–e Sout– we”e –appy w—t– t–e—” lot but –ad bee’ st—””ed
up by ནco‘‘u’—stsཔ a’d ནouts—de ag—tato”sཔ.[280] How-
eve”, t–e 1950s a’d '60s C—v—l R—g–ts Move‘e’t a”ose
f”o‘ act—v—s‘ w—t–—’ t–e black co‘‘u’—ty dat—’g back
to befo”e Wo”ld Wa” I. K—’g sa—d t–at ནt–e Neg”o ”evo-
lut—o’ —s a ge’u—’e ”evolut—o’, bo”’ f”o‘ t–e sa‘e wo‘b
t–at p”oduces all ‘ass—ve soc—al up–eavalsཋt–e wo‘b of

—’tole”able co’d—t—o’s a’d u’e’du”able s—tuat—o’s.པ[281]

1.12.4 Adultery

Martin Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X, March 26, 1964

Hav—’g co’cluded t–at K—’g was da’ge”ous due to co‘-
‘u’—st —’ិlt”at—o’, t–e FBI s–—fted to atte‘pt—’g to d—s-
c”ed—t K—’g t–”oug– ”evelat—o’s ”ega”d—’g –—s p”—vate l—fe.
FBI su”ve—lla’ce of K—’g, so‘e of —t s—’ce ‘ade publ—c,
atte‘pted to de‘o’st”ate t–at –e also e’gaged —’ ’u‘e”-
ous ext”a‘a”—tal aាa—”s.[270] Ly’do’ Jo–’so’ o’ce sa—d
t–at K—’g was a ན–ypoc”—t—cal p”eac–e”པ.[282]

Ralp– Abe”’at–y stated —’ –—s 1989 autob—og”ap–y And

the Walls Came Tumbling Down t–at K—’g –ad a ནweak-
’ess fo” wo‘e’པ, alt–oug– t–ey ནall u’de”stood a’d be-
l—eved —’ t–e b—bl—cal p”o–—b—t—o’ aga—’st sex outs—de of
‘a””—age. It was just t–at –e –ad a pa”t—cula”ly d—ឹ-
cult t—‘e w—t– t–at te‘ptat—o’པ.[283] I’ a late” —’te”v—ew,
Abe”’at–y sa—d t–at –e o’ly w”ote t–e te”‘ ནwo‘a’—z-
—’gཔ, t–at –e d—d ’ot spec—ិcally say K—’g –ad ext”a‘a”—tal
sex a’d t–at t–e —’ិdel—t—es K—’g –ad we”e e‘ot—o’al
”at–e” t–a’ sexual.[284] Abe”’at–y c”—t—c—zed t–e ‘ed—a
fo” se’sat—o’al—z—’g t–e state‘e’ts –e w”ote about K—’gཐs
aាa—”s,[284] suc– as t–e allegat—o’ t–at –e ad‘—tted —’ –—s
book t–at K—’g –ad a sexual aាa—” t–e ’—g–t befo”e –e was
assass—’ated.[284] I’ –—s o”—g—’al wo”d—’g, Abe”’at–y –ad
cla—‘ed –e saw K—’g co‘—’g out of –—s ”oo‘ w—t– a lady
w–e’ –e awoke t–e ’ext ‘o”’—’g a’d late” cla—‘ed t–at
ན–e ‘ay –ave bee’ —’ t–e”e d—scuss—’g a’d debat—’g a’d
t”y—’g to get –e” to go alo’g w—t– t–e ‘ove‘e’t, I do’'t
k’ow.པ[284]

I’ –—s 1986 book Bearing the Cross, Dav—d Ga””ow w”ote
about a ’u‘be” of ext”a‘a”—tal aាa—”s, —’clud—’g o’e
wo‘a’ K—’g saw al‘ost da—ly. Acco”d—’g to Ga””ow,
ནt–at ”elat—o’s–—p ... —’c”eas—’gly beca‘e t–e e‘ot—o’al
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ce’te”p—ece of K—’gཐs l—fe, but —t d—d ’ot el—‘—’ate t–e
—’c—de’tal coupl—’gs ... of K—’gཐs t”avels.པ He alleged
t–at K—’g expla—’ed –—s ext”a‘a”—tal aាa—”s as ནa fo”‘
of a’x—ety ”educt—o’པ. Ga””ow asse”ted t–at K—’gཐs sup-
posed p”o‘—scu—ty caused –—‘ ནpa—’ful a’d at t—‘es ove”-
w–el‘—’g gu—ltཔ.[285] K—’gཐs w—fe Co”etta appea”ed to
–ave accepted –—s aាa—”s w—t– e“ua’—‘—ty, say—’g o’ce
t–at ནall t–at ot–e” bus—’ess just does’'t –ave a place —’ t–e
ve”y –—g– level ”elat—o’s–—p we e’joyed.པ[286] S–o”tly afte”
Bearing the Cross was ”eleased, c—v—l ”—g–ts aut–o” Howell
Ra—’es gave t–e book a pos—t—ve ”ev—ew but op—’ed t–at
Ga””owཐs allegat—o’s about K—’gཐs sex l—fe we”e ནse’sa-
t—o’alཔ a’d stated t–at Ga””ow was ནa‘ass—’g facts ”at–e”
t–a’ a’alyz—’g t–e‘པ.[287]

T–e FBI d—st”—buted ”epo”ts ”ega”d—’g suc– aាa—”s to t–e
execut—ve b”a’c–, f”—e’dly ”epo”te”s, pote’t—al coal—t—o’
pa”t’e”s a’d fu’d—’g sou”ces of t–e SCLC, a’d K—’gཐs
fa‘—ly.[288] T–e Bu”eau also se’t a’o’y‘ous lette”s to
K—’g t–”eate’—’g to ”eveal —’fo”‘at—o’ —f –e d—d ’ot cease
–—s c—v—l ”—g–ts wo”k.[289] O’e suc– lette” se’t to K—’g just
befo”e –e ”ece—ved t–e Nobel Peace P”—ze ”ead, —’ pa”t:

The so-called ࣜsuicide letterࣝ,[290] mailed anonymously by the FBI

T–e A‘e”—ca’ publ—c, t–e c–u”c– o”ga’—-
zat—o’s t–at –ave bee’ –elp—’gཋP”otesta’ts,
Cat–ol—cs a’d Jews w—ll k’ow you fo” w–at you
a”eཋa’ ev—l beast. So w—ll ot–e”s w–o –ave
backed you. You a”e do’e. K—’g, t–e”e —s o’ly
o’e t–—’g left fo” you to do. You k’ow w–at
—t —s. You –ave just 34 days —’ w–—c– to do
(t–—s exact ’u‘be” –as bee’ selected fo” a spe-
c—ិc ”easo’, —t –as deិ’—te p”act—cal s—g’—ិca’t
[sic]). You a”e do’e. T–e”e —s but o’e way out
fo” you. You bette” take —t befo”e you” ិlt–y

f”audule’t self —s ba”ed to t–e ’at—o’.[291]

A tape ”eco”d—’g of seve”al of K—’gཐs ext”a‘a”—tal l—-
a—so’s, exce”pted f”o‘ FBI w—”etaps, acco‘pa’—ed t–e
lette”.[292] K—’g —’te”p”eted t–—s package as a’ atte‘pt to
d”—ve –—‘ to su—c—de,[293] alt–oug– W—ll—a‘ Sull—va’, –ead
of t–e Do‘est—c I’tell—ge’ce D—v—s—o’ at t–e t—‘e, a”gued
t–at —t ‘ay –ave o’ly bee’ —’te’ded to ནco’v—’ceD”. K—’g
to ”es—g’ f”o‘ t–e SCLCཔ.[264] K—’g ”efused to g—ve —’ to
t–e FBIཐs t–”eats.[270]

Judge Jo–’ Lew—s S‘—t–, J”., —’ 1977 o”de”ed all k’ow’
cop—es of t–e ”eco”ded aud—otapes a’d w”—tte’ t”a’sc”—pts
”esult—’g f”o‘ t–e FBIཐs elect”o’—c su”ve—lla’ce of K—’g
betwee’ 1963 a’d 1968 to be –eld —’ t–e Nat—o’al
A”c–—ves a’d sealed f”o‘ publ—c access u’t—l 2027.[294]

1.12.5 Police observation during the assas-
sination

Ac”oss f”o‘ t–e Lo””a—’e Motel, ’ext to t–e boa”d—’g
–ouse —’ w–—c– Ja‘es Ea”l Ray was stay—’g, was a ិ”e sta-
t—o’. Pol—ce oឹce”s we”e stat—o’ed —’ t–e ិ”e stat—o’ to
keep K—’g u’de” su”ve—lla’ce.[295] Age’ts we”e watc–—’g
K—’g at t–e t—‘e –e was s–ot.[296] I‘‘ed—ately follow—’g
t–e s–oot—’g, oឹce”s ”us–ed out of t–e stat—o’ to t–e ‘o-
tel. Ma””ell McColloug–, a’ u’de”cove” pol—ce oឹce”,
was t–e ិ”st pe”so’ to ad‘—’—ste” ិ”st a—d to K—’g.[297]

T–e a’tago’—s‘ betwee’ K—’g a’d t–e FBI, t–e lack of
a’ all po—’ts bullet—’ to ិ’d t–e k—lle”, a’d t–e pol—ce p”es-
e’ce ’ea”by led to speculat—o’ t–at t–e FBI was —’volved
—’ t–e assass—’at—o’.[298]

1.13 Awards and recognition

K—’g was awa”ded at least ិfty –o’o”a”y deg”ees f”o‘
colleges a’d u’—ve”s—t—es.[299] O’ Octobe” 14, 1964, K—’g
beca‘e t–e you’gest ”ec—p—e’t of t–e Nobel Peace P”—ze,
w–—c– was awa”ded to –—‘ fo” lead—’g ’o’v—ole’t ”e-
s—sta’ce to ”ac—al p”ejud—ce —’ t–e U.S.[300] I’ 1965, –e
was awa”ded t–e A‘e”—ca’ L—be”t—es Medall—o’ by t–e
A‘e”—ca’ Jew—s– Co‘‘—ttee fo” –—s ནexcept—o’al ad-
va’ce‘e’t of t–e p”—’c—ples of –u‘a’ l—be”tyཔ.[299][301]

I’ –—s accepta’ce ”e‘a”ks, K—’g sa—d, ནF”eedo‘ —s o’e
t–—’g. You –ave —t all o” you a”e ’ot f”ee.པ[302]

I’ 1957, –e was awa”ded t–e Sp—’ga”’ Medal f”o‘ t–e
NAACP.[303] Two yea”s late”, –e wo’ t–e A’—sិeld-
Wolf Book Awa”d fo” –—s book Stride Toward Freedom:

The Montgomery Story.[304] I’ 1966, t–e Pla’’ed Pa”e’t-
–ood Fede”at—o’ of A‘e”—ca awa”ded K—’g t–e Ma”ga”et
Sa’ge” Awa”d fo” ན–—s cou”ageous ”es—sta’ce to b—got”y
a’d –—s l—felo’g ded—cat—o’ to t–e adva’ce‘e’t of soc—al
just—ce a’d –u‘a’ d—g’—tyཔ.[305] Also —’ 1966, K—’g was
elected as a fellow of t–e A‘e”—ca’ Acade‘y of A”ts
a’d Sc—e’ces.[306] I’ Nove‘be” 1967 –e ‘ade a 24 –ou”
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Martin Luther King, Jr., showing his medallion received from

Mayor Wagner

t”—p to t–e U’—ted K—’gdo‘ to ”ece—ve a’ –o’o”a”y de-
g”ee f”o‘ Newcastle U’—ve”s—ty, be—’g t–e ិ”st Af”—ca’
A‘e”—ca’ to be so –o’ou”ed by Newcastle.[307] I’ a ‘ov-
—’g —‘p”o‘ptu accepta’ce speec–,[308] –e sa—d

T–e”e a”e t–”ee u”ge’t a’d —’deed g”eat
p”oble‘s t–at we face ’ot o’ly —’ t–e U’—ted
States of A‘e”—ca but all ove” t–e wo”ld today.
T–at —s t–e p”oble‘ of ”ac—s‘, t–e p”oble‘ of
pove”ty a’d t–e p”oble‘ of wa”.

I’ 1971 –e was post–u‘ously awa”ded a G”a‘‘y Awa”d
fo” Best Spoke’ Wo”d Albu‘ fo” –—s Why I Oppose the

War in Vietnam.[309]

I’ 1977, t–e P”es—de’t—al Medal of F”eedo‘ was post–u-
‘ously awa”ded to K—’g by P”es—de’t J—‘‘y Ca”te”. T–e
c—tat—o’ ”ead:

Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”., was t–e co’-
sc—e’ce of –—s ge’e”at—o’. He gazed upo’
t–e g”eat wall of seg”egat—o’ a’d saw t–at t–e
powe” of love could b”—’g —t dow’. F”o‘ t–e
pa—’ a’d ex–aust—o’ of –—s ិg–t to fulិll t–e
p”o‘—ses of ou” fou’d—’g fat–e”s fo” ou” –u‘-
blest c—t—ze’s, –e w”u’g –—s elo“ue’t state‘e’t
of –—s d”ea‘ fo” A‘e”—ca. He ‘ade ou” ’at—o’
st”o’ge” because –e ‘ade —t bette”. H—s d”ea‘
susta—’s us yet.[310]

K—’g a’d –—s w—fe we”e also awa”ded t–e Co’g”ess—o’al
Gold Medal —’ 2004.[311]

Statue of King in Birmingham’s Kelly Ingram Park

K—’g was seco’d —’ Gallupཐs L—st of Most W—dely Ad-
‘—”ed People of t–e 20t– Ce’tu”y.[312] I’ 1963, –e was
’a‘ed Time Pe”so’ of t–e Yea”, a’d —’ 2000, –e was
voted s—xt– —’ a’ o’l—’e ནPe”so’ of t–e Ce’tu”yཔ poll by
t–e sa‘e ‘agaz—’e.[313] K—’g placed t–—”d —’ t–e G”eatest
A‘e”—ca’ co’test co’ducted by t–e D—scove”y C–a’’el
a’d AOL.[314]

1.13.1 Memorials and eponymous places
and buildings

T–e”e a”e ’u‘e”ous ‘e‘o”—als to K—’g —’ t–e U’—ted
States, —’clud—’g:

• Mo”e t–a’ 730 c—t—es —’ t–eU’—ted States –ave st”eets
’a‘ed afte” K—’g.[315]

• K—’g Cou’ty, Was–—’gto’, ”eded—cated —ts ’a‘e —’
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Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, where King ministered, was re-

named Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist Church in 1978.

Martin Luther King Jr. Street at Liberty Bell Park in Jerusalem,

Israel

–—s –o’o” —’ 1986, a’d c–a’ged —ts logo to a’ —‘age
of –—s face —’ 2007.[316]

• T–e c—ty gove”’‘e’t ce’te” —’ Ha””—sbu”g, Pe’’syl-
va’—a, —s ’a‘ed —’ –o’o” of K—’g.[317]

• I’ 1980, t–e U.S. Depa”t‘e’t of t–e I’te”—o” des—g-
’ated K—’gཐs boy–ood –o‘e —’ Atla’ta a’d seve”al
’ea”by bu—ld—’gs t–e Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. Na-
t—o’al H—sto”—c S—te.[318]

• A bust of D”. K—’g was added to t–e ནgalle”y of

Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial in Yerba Buena Gardens

’otablesཔ —’ t–e U’—ted States Cap—tol —’ 1986, po”-
t”ay—’g –—‘ —’ a ན”estful, ’o’speak—’g pose.པ[319]

• T–e beg—’’—’g wo”ds of K—’gཐs ནI Have a D”ea‘པ
speec– a”e etc–ed o’ t–e steps of t–e L—’col’Me‘o-
”—al, at t–e place w–e”e K—’g stood du”—’g t–at
speec–.[320] T–ese wo”ds f”o‘ t–e speec–ཋ"ិve
s–o”t l—’es of text ca”ved —’to t–e g”a’—te o’ t–e steps
of t–e L—’col’ Me‘o”—alཔཋwe”e etc–ed —’ 2003,
o’ t–e 40t– a’’—ve”sa”y of t–e ‘a”c– to Was–—’g-
to’, by sto’e ca”ve” A’dy Del Gallo, afte” a law was
passed by Co’g”ess p”ov—d—’g aut–o”—zat—o’ fo” t–e
—’sc”—pt—o’.[320]

• I’ 1996, Co’g”ess aut–o”—zed t–e Alp–a P–— Alp–a
f”ate”’—ty, of w–—c– K—’g —s st—ll a ‘e‘be”, to es-
tabl—s– a fou’dat—o’ to ‘a’age fu’d ”a—s—’g a’d de-
s—g’ of a ’at—o’al Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. Me‘o”—al
o’ t–e Nat—o’al Mall —’ Was–—’gto’, D.C.[321] K—’g
was t–e ិ”st Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’ a’d t–e fou”t– ’o’-
p”es—de’t –o’o”ed w—t– –—s ow’ ‘e‘o”—al —’ t–e Na-
t—o’al Mall a”ea.[322] T–e ‘e‘o”—al ope’ed —’ Au-
gust 2011[323] a’d —s ad‘—’—ste”ed by t–e Nat—o’al
Pa”k Se”v—ce.[324] T–e add”ess of t–e ‘o’u‘e’t,
1964 I’depe’de’ce Ave’ue, S.W., co‘‘e‘o”ates
t–e yea” t–at t–e C—v—l R—g–ts Act of 1964 beca‘e
law.[325]

• T–e Landmark for Peace Memorial —’ I’d—a’apol—s,
I’d—a’a[318]

• T–e Homage to King sculptu”e —’ Atla’ta, Geo”-
g—a[318]

• The Dream sculptu”e —’ Po”tla’d, O”ego’

• T–e Nat—o’al C—v—l R—g–ts Museu‘, at t–e Lo””a—’e
Motel —’ Me‘p–—s, Te’’essee, w–e”e K—’g d—ed[318]

• B”ow’ C–apel A.M.E. C–u”c– —’ Sel‘a, Al-
aba‘a[318]

• O’ Octobe” 11, 2015, t–e Atla’ta Jou”’al-
Co’st—tut—o’ ”epo”ted a p”oposed ནF”eedo‘ Bellཔ
‘ay be —’stalled atop Sto’e Mou’ta—’ –o’o”—’g
K—’g a’d –—s I Have A D”ea‘ speec–, spec—ិcally
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t–e l—’e ནLet f”eedo‘ ”—’g f”o‘ Sto’e Mou’ta—’ of
Geo”g—a.པ[326]

Nu‘e”ous ot–e” ‘e‘o”—als –o’o” –—‘ a”ou’d t–e wo”ld,
—’clud—’g:

• T–e Reve”e’d Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. C–u”c– —’
Deb”ece’, Hu’ga”y[318]

• T–e K—’g-Lut–ul— T”a’sfo”‘at—o’ Ce’te” —’
Jo–a’’esbu”g, Sout– Af”—ca[318]

• T–e Rev. Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. Fo”est —’ Is”ael's
Sout–e”’ Gal—lee ”eg—o’ (alo’g w—t– t–e Co”etta
Scott K—’g Fo”est —’ B—”—ya Fo”est, Is”ael)[318]

• T–e Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. Sc–ool —’ Acc”a,
G–a’a[318]

• T–e Ga’d–—-K—’g Plaza (ga”de’), at t–e I’d—a I’te”-
’at—o’al Ce’te” —’ New Del–—, I’d—a

• I’ No”folk, V—”g—’—a sta’ds a ‘e‘o”—al —’ –o’o” of
K—’g. T–e 83-foot-–—g– g”a’—te obel—sk was co’-
ce—ved by fo”‘e” No”folk Cou’c—l‘a’ a’d Ge’e”al
D—st”—ct Cou”t Judge Josep– A. Jo”da’ J”.[327][328]

1.14 Five Dollar Bill

O’ Ap”—l 20, 2016 T”easu”y Sec”eta”y Jacob Lew a’-
’ou’ced t–at t–e $5, $10, a’d $20 would all u’de”go ”e-
des—g’ p”—o” to 2020. Lew sa—d t–at w–—le L—’col’ would
”e‘a—’ o’ t–e obve”se of t–e $5 b—ll, t–e ”eve”se would
be ”edes—g’ed to dep—ct va”—ous –—sto”—cal eve’ts t–at –ad
occu””ed at t–e L—’col’ Me‘o”—al. A‘o’g t–e pla’’ed
des—g’s a”e —‘ages f”o‘ K—’gཐs "I Have a D”ea‘" speec–
a’d t–e 1939 co’ce”t by ope”a s—’ge” Ma”—a’ A’de”-
so’.[329]
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0877-4
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• Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?
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8070-0170-7

• A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and

Speeches of Martin Luther King, Jr. (1986) ISBN
978-0-06-250931-4

• The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr.

(1998), ed. Claybo”’e Ca”so’ ISBN 978-0-446-
67650-2

• ࣜAll Labor Has Dignityࣝ (2011) ed. M—c–ael Ho’ey
ISBN 978-0-8070-8600-1

• ࣜThou, Dear God": Prayers That Open Hearts and

Spirits Collect—o’ of D”. K—’gཐs p”aye”s. (2011), ed.
D”. Lew—s Baldw—’ ISBN 978-0-8070-8603-2

• MLK: A Celebration in Word and Image P–o-
tog”ap–ed by Bob Adel‘a’, —’t”oduced by C–a”les
Jo–’so’ ISBN 978-0-8070-0316-9
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Pa”ke”.[107]
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Chapter 2

Sermons and speeches of Martin Luther
King, Jr.

Martin Luther King, Jr., at the podium on the steps of the Lincoln

Memorial in August 1963.

T–e sermons and speeches of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., co‘p”—se a’ exte’s—ve catalog of A‘e”—ca’
w”—t—’g a’d o”ato”y ཊ so‘e of w–—c– a”e —’te”’at—o’ally
well-k’ow’, w–—le ot–e”s ”e‘a—’ u’–e”alded, a’d so‘e
awa—t ”e-d—scove”y.

D”. Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”., was a p”o‘—’e’t Af”—ca’-
A‘e”—ca’ cle”gy‘a’, a c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”, a’d a Nobel
lau”eate.[1]

K—’g –—‘self obse”ved, ནI’ t–e “u—et ”ecesses of ‘y –ea”t,
I a‘ fu’da‘e’tally a cle”gy‘a’, a Bapt—st p”eac–e”.པ[2]

2.1 Speechwriter and orator

T–e fa‘ous "I Have a D”ea‘" add”ess was del—ve”ed —’
August 1963 f”o‘ t–e steps of t–e L—’col’ Me‘o”—al —’
Was–—’gto’, D.C. Less well-”e‘e‘be”ed a”e t–e ea”ly
se”‘o’s of t–at you’g, 25-yea”-old pasto” w–o ិ”st be-

ga’ p”eac–—’g at t–e Dexte” Ave’ue Bapt—st C–u”c– —’
Mo’tgo‘e”y, Alaba‘a —’ 1954.[3] As a pol—t—cal leade”
—’ t–e C—v—l R—g–ts Move‘e’t a’d as a ‘odest p”eac–e”
—’ a Bapt—st c–u”c–, K—’g evolved a’d ‘atu”ed ac”oss t–e
spa’ of a l—fe cut s–o”t. T–e ”a’ge of –—s ”–eto”—c was
a’t—c—pated a’d e’co‘passed w—t–—’ ནT–e T–”ee D—‘e’-
s—o’s of a Co‘plete L—fe,པ w–—c– –e p”eac–ed as –—s t”—al
se”‘o’ at Dexte” Ave’ue Bapt—st C–u”c– —’ 1954 a’d ev-
e”y yea” t–e”eafte” fo” t–e ”est of –—s l—fe.[4]

2.1.1 Sermons

• 1953 ཊ ནT–e T–”ee D—‘e’s—o’s of a Co‘plete
L—fe.པ[5]

• 1954 ཊ ནRed—scove”—’g Lost Values,པ Feb”ua”y 28,
1954.

• 1956 ཊ ནPaulཐs Lette” to A‘e”—ca’ C–”—st—a’s,པ
Nove‘be” 4, 1956.

• 1957 ཊ ནT–e B—”t– of a New Nat—o’,པ Ap”—l 7, 1957.

• 1957 ཊ ནLov—’g You” E’e‘—es,པ Nove‘be” 17,
1957.

• 1963 ཊ ནEulogy fo” t–e Ma”ty”ed C–—ld”e’,པ
Septe‘be” 18, 1963. (B—”‘—’g–a‘, Alaba‘a)

• 1965 ཊ ནHow Lo’g, Not Lo’g.པ, also k’ow’ as
ནOu” God Is Ma”c–—’g O’,པ Ma”c– 25, 1965 .
(Mo’tgo‘e”y, Alaba‘a)

• 1966 ཊ ནGu—del—’es fo” a Co’st”uct—ve C–u”c–པ, De-
l—ve”ed at Ebe’eze” Bapt—st C–u”c–, Atla’ta, Geo”-
g—a, o’ 5 Ju’e 1966.

• 1967 ཊ ནT–e T–”ee D—‘e’s—o’s Of A Co‘plete
L—feཔ, Del—ve”ed at New Cove’a’t Bapt—st C–u”c–,
C–—cago, Ill—’o—s, o’ Ap”—l 9, 1967.

• 1967 ཊ ནW–y Jesus Called A Ma’ A Fool,པ also
k’ow’ as ནA K’ock at M—d’—g–t,པ Del—ve”ed at Mt.
P—sga– M—ss—o’a”y Bapt—st C–u”c–, C–—cago, Ill—-
’o—s, o’ August 27, 1967. (C–—cago, Ill—’o—s) -- see
V—deo o’ YouTube
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• 1968 ཊ ནT–e D”u‘ Majo” I’st—’ctཔ, Feb”ua”y 4,
1968. (Atla’ta, Geo”g—a)

• 1968 ཊ ནRe‘a—’—’g Awake T–”oug– a G”eat Revo-
lut—o’པ, Ma”c– 31, 1968. Del—ve”ed at t–e Nat—o’al
Cat–ed”al —’ Was–—’gto’, D.C.

• 1968 ཊ I've Been to the Mountaintop,པ Ap”—l 3, 1968.
(Me‘p–—s, Te’’essee)

• 1968 ཊ "Why America May Go to Hell",[6] pla’’ed
to be del—ve”ed o’ Ap”—l 7, 1968 but ’eve” del—ve”ed
due to –—s assass—’at—o’.[7]

2.1.2 Speeches

This is a dynamic list and may never be able to

satisfy particular standards for completeness.

You can help by expanding it with reliably

sourced entries.

2.2 Notes
[1] Nobel P”—ze: Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g b—o

[2] L—sc–e”, R—c–a”d. (2001). The Preacher King, p. 3.

[3] Fulle”, L—’da K. (2004). National Days/National Ways:

Historical, Political, And Religious Celebrations around the

World, p. 314.

[4] L—sc–e”, p. 66.

[5] L—sc–e”, p. 81.

[6] ནMa”t—’ Afte” El—ja–: ཏA‘e”—ca May Go To Hellཐ".
noirg.org. Ret”—eved 2016-04-05.

[7] Ve”’ E. S‘—t–; Jo’ Meac–a‘ (1998). ནMa”t—’ Lut–e”
K—’g, J”.: T–e Legacyཔ. Was–—’gto’ Post.

[8] ནCBS to b”oadcast sto”y o’ lo’g-lost MLK speec– at UDཔ

[9] I’ a follow-up lette”, D”. K—’g ”e‘a”ked:

Wo”ds a”e —’ade“uate fo” ‘e to say –ow
–o’o”ed I was to be t–e ”ec—p—e’t of t–e Ma”-
ga”et Sa’ge” Awa”d. T–—s awa”d w—ll ”e-
‘a—’ a‘o’g ‘y ‘ost c–e”—s–ed possess—o’s.
W–—le I ca’’ot cla—‘ to be wo”t–y of suc– a
s—g’al –o’o”, I ca’ assu”e you t–at I accept
—t w—t– deep –u‘—l—ty a’d s—’ce”e g”at—tude.
Suc– a wo’de”ful exp”ess—o’ of suppo”t —s of
—’est—‘able value fo” t–e co’t—’ua’ce of ‘y
–u‘ble eាo”ts... I a‘ –appy to be t–e ”ec—p-
—e’t of t–e Ma”ga”et Sa’ge” Awa”d a’d I ca’
assu”e you t–at t–—s d—st—’ct –o’o” w—ll cause
‘e to wo”k eve’ –a”de” fo” a ”e—g’ of just—ce
a’d a ”ule of love all ove” ou” ’at—o’. ནFa‘—ly
Pla’’—’g ཊ A Spec—al a’d U”ge’t Co’ce”’པ

[10] ནT–e Ot–e” A‘e”—caཔ. G”osse Po—’te H—sto”—cal Soc—ety.
Ret”—eved Ma”c– 21, 2010.

• Speec– g—ve’ at McFa”l—’ Aud—to”—u‘, Sout–e”’
Met–od—st U’—ve”s—ty Ma”c– 17, 1966, d”aw’ f”o‘
sa‘e sou”ces as Ap”—l 10, 1957 St. Lou—s, Mo.
speec–.
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Tav—s S‘—ley Repo”ts. T–e seco’d ep—sode of Tav—s
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Chapter 3

Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Martin Luther King, Jr., was a’ A‘e”—ca’ cle”gy‘a’
a’d c—v—l ”—g–ts leade” w–o was fatally s–ot at t–e Lo””a—’e
Motel —’ Me‘p–—s, Te’’essee, o’ T–u”sday, Ap”—l 4,
1968, at t–e age of 39. K—’g was ”us–ed to St. Josep–ཐs
Hosp—tal, w–e”e –e was p”o’ou’ced dead at 7:05 p.‘.
t–at eve’—’g. He was a p”o‘—’e’t leade” of t–e C—v—l
R—g–ts Move‘e’t a’d Nobel Peace P”—ze lau”eate w–o
was k’ow’ fo” –—s use of ’o’v—ole’ce a’d c—v—l d—sobed—-
e’ce.

Ja‘es Ea”l Ray, a fug—t—ve f”o‘ t–e M—ssou”— State Pe’-
—te’t—a”y, was a””ested o’ Ju’e 8, 1968, —’ Lo’do’ at
Heat–”ow A—”po”t, ext”ad—ted to t–e U’—ted States, a’d
c–a”ged w—t– t–e c”—‘e. O’ Ma”c– 10, 1969, Ray e’-
te”ed a plea of gu—lty a’d was se’te’ced to 99 yea”s —’ t–e
Te’’essee State Pe’—te’t—a”y.[1] Ray late” ‘ade ‘a’y at-
te‘pts to w—t–d”aw –—s gu—lty plea a’d be t”—ed by a ju”y,
but was u’successful; –e d—ed —’ p”—so’ o’ Ap”—l 23, 1998,
at t–e age of 70.[2]

3.1 Background

3.1.1 King on death

K—’g ”ece—ved f”e“ue’t deat– t–”eats due to –—s p”o‘—-
’e’ce —’ t–e C—v—l R—g–ts Move‘e’t. He –ad co’f”o’ted
t–e ”—sk of deat– a’d‘ade t–at ”ecog’—t—o’ pa”t of –—s p–—-
losop–y. He taug–t t–at ‘u”de” could ’ot stop t–e st”uggle
fo” e“ual ”—g–ts. Afte” t–e assass—’at—o’ of U.S. P”es—de’t
Jo–’ F. Ke’’edy —’ 1963 D”. K—’g told –—s w—fe, Co”etta,
ནT–—s —s w–at —s go—’g to –appe’ to ‘e also. I keep tell—’g
you, t–—s —s a s—ck soc—ety.":[3][4])

3.1.2 Memphis

See also: Me‘p–—s Sa’—tat—o’ St”—ke

K—’g t”aveled to Me‘p–—s, Te’’essee, —’ suppo”t of
st”—k—’g Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’ c—ty sa’—tat—o’ wo”ke”s. T–e
wo”ke”s –ad staged a walkout o’ Feb”ua”y 11, 1968, to
p”otest u’e“ual wages a’d wo”k—’g co’d—t—o’s —‘posed
by t–e’-‘ayo” He’”y Loeb. At t–e t—‘e, Me‘p–—s pa—d
black wo”ke”s s—g’—ិca’tly lowe” wages t–a’ w–—tes. Sev-

e”al sa’—tat—o’ wo”ke”s –ad bee’ k—lled o’ t–e job due
to u’safe wo”k—’g co’d—t—o’s. I’ add—t—o’, u’l—ke w–—te
wo”ke”s, black wo”ke”s ”ece—ved ’o pay —f t–ey stayed
–o‘e du”—’g bad weat–e”; co’se“ue’tly, ‘ost black peo-
ple we”e co‘pelled to wo”k eve’ —’ d”—v—’g ”a—’ a’d s’ow
sto”‘s.[5][6][7]

O’ Ap”—l 3, K—’g ”etu”’ed to Me‘p–—s to add”ess a gat–-
e”—’g at t–e Maso’ Te‘ple (Wo”ld Head“ua”te”s of t–e
C–u”c– of God —’ C–”—st). H—s a—”l—’e ី—g–t to Me‘-
p–—s was delayed by a bo‘b t–”eat aga—’st –—s pla’e but
–e ‘ade –—s pla’’ed speec–.[8][9] K—’g del—ve”ed t–e last
speec– of –—s l—fe, ’ow k’ow’ as t–e "I've Bee’ to t–e
Mou’ta—’top" add”ess. As –e ’ea”ed t–e close, –e ”e-
fe””ed to t–e bo‘b t–”eat:

A’d t–e’ I got to Me‘p–—s. A’d so‘e be-
ga’ to say t–e t–”eats... o” talk about t–e t–”eats
t–at we”e out. W–at would –appe’ to ‘e f”o‘
so‘e of ou” s—ck w–—te b”ot–e”s?

Well, I do’'t k’ow w–at w—ll –appe’ ’ow.
We've got so‘e d—ឹcult days a–ead. But —t
does’'t ‘atte” w—t– ‘e ’ow. Because I've bee’
to t–e ‘ou’ta—’top. [applause] A’d I do’'t
‘—’d. L—ke a’ybody, I would l—ke to l—ve a lo’g
l—fe. Lo’gev—ty –as —ts place. But I'‘ ’ot co’-
ce”’ed about t–at ’ow. I just wa’t to do Godཐs
w—ll. A’d Heཐs allowed ‘e to go up to t–e
‘ou’ta—’. A’d I've looked ove”. A’d I've seen
t–e p”o‘—sed la’d. I ‘ay ’ot get t–e”e w—t–
you. But I wa’t you to k’ow to’—g–t, t–at we,
as a people, w—ll get to t–e p”o‘—sed la’d! [ap-
plause] A’d so I'‘ –appy, to’—g–t. I'‘ ’ot wo”-
”—ed about a’yt–—’g. I'‘ ’ot fea”—’g a’y ‘a’.
My eyes –ave see’ t–e glo”y of t–e co‘—’g of
t–e Lo”d![10]

3.2 Assassination

O’ T–u”sday, Ap”—l 4, 1968, K—’g was stay—’g —’ ”oo‘
306 at t–e Lo””a—’e Motel —’ Me‘p–—s. T–e ‘otel was
ow’ed by bus—’ess‘a’Walte” Ba—ley a’d ’a‘ed afte” –—s
w—fe. Reve”e’d Ralp– Dav—d Abe”’at–y, a colleague a’d
f”—e’d, late” told t–e House Select Co‘‘—ttee o’ Assas-
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Wide view of the Lorraine Motel and the boarding house from

which James Earl Ray ણred the fatal shot from a second-તoor

bathroom window (to the left of the pole).

The motel is now part of the complex of the National Civil Rights

Museum. The wreath marks the approximate spot where King

was shot.

s—’at—o’s t–at –e a’d K—’g –ad stayed —’ ”oo‘ 306 at t–e
Lo””a—’e Motel so ofte’ t–at —t was k’ow’ as t–e ནK—’g-
Abe”’at–y Su—teཔ.[11]

Acco”d—’g to b—og”ap–e” Taylo” B”a’c–, K—’gཐs last wo”ds
we”e to ‘us—c—a’ Be’ B”a’c–, w–o was sc–eduled to pe”-
fo”‘ t–at ’—g–t at a pla’’ed eve’t. K—’g sa—d, ནBe’, ‘ake
su”e you play 'TakeMyHa’d, P”ec—ous Lo”d' —’ t–e ‘eet-
—’g to’—g–t. Play —t ”eal p”etty.པ[12]

K—’g –ad go’e out o’to t–e balco’y a’d was sta’d—’g ’ea”
–—s ”oo‘ w–e’ –e was st”uck at 6:01 p.‘., by a s—’gle
.30-06 bullet ិ”ed f”o‘ a Re‘—’gto’ Model 760.[13] T–e
bullet e’te”ed t–”oug– K—’gཐs ”—g–t c–eek, b”eak—’g –—s
jaw a’d seve”al ve”teb”ae as —t t”aveled dow’ –—s sp—’al
co”d, seve”—’g –—s jugula” ve—’ a’d ‘ajo” a”te”—es —’ t–e
p”ocess, befo”e lodg—’g —’ –—s s–oulde”. T–e fo”ce of t–e
s–ot ”—pped oា K—’gཐs ’eckt—e. K—’g fell v—ole’tly back-
wa”d o’to t–e balco’y, u’co’sc—ous.

S–o”tly afte” t–e s–ot was ិ”ed, w—t’esses saw a ‘a’ (be-
l—eved to be Ray) ីee—’g f”o‘ a ”oo‘—’g –ouse ac”oss t–e
st”eet f”o‘ t–e Lo””a—’e Motel. Ray –ad bee’ ”e’t—’g a
”oo‘ t–e”e. Pol—ce fou’d a package du‘ped close to t–e
s—te, w–—c– —’cluded a ”—ីe a’d b—’ocula”s, bot– ‘a”ked
w—t– Rayཐs ិ’ge”p”—’ts. Ray –ad pu”c–ased t–e ”—ីe u’de”
a’ al—as s—x days ea”l—e”. A wo”ldw—de ‘a’–u’t was t”—g-
ge”ed, w–—c– cul‘—’ated —’ t–e a””est of Ray at Lo’do’
Heat–”ow A—”po”t two ‘o’t–s late”.[14]

At t–e t—‘e, Abe”’at–y –ea”d t–e s–ot f”o‘ —’s—de t–e‘o-
tel ”oo‘ a’d ”a’ to t–e balco’y to ិ’d K—’g o’ t–e deck,

bleed—’g p”ofusely f”o‘ t–e wou’d —’ –—s c–eek.[13][15]

A’d”ew You’g, a colleague f”o‘ t–e Sout–e”’ C–”—st—a’
Leade”s–—p Co’fe”e’ce (SCLC), ិ”st bel—eved K—’g was
dead, but fou’d –e st—ll –ad a pulse.[16]

K—’g was ”us–ed to St. Josep–ཐs Hosp—tal, w–e”e docto”s
ope’ed –—s c–est a’d pe”fo”‘ed ca”d—opul‘o’a”y ”esus-
c—tat—o’. He ’eve” ”ega—’ed co’sc—ous’ess a’d was p”o-
’ou’ced dead at 7:05 p.‘. Acco”d—’g to Taylo” B”a’c–,
K—’gཐs autopsy ”evealed t–at –—s –ea”t was —’ t–e co’d—-
t—o’ of a 60-yea”-old ‘a’, w–—c– B”a’c– att”—buted to t–e
st”ess of K—’gཐs 13 yea”s —’ t–e C—v—l R—g–tsMove‘e’t.[17]

3.3 Responses

3.3.1 Coretta Scott King

M”s K—’g –ad d—ឹculty settl—’g –e” c–—ld”e’ w—t– t–e
’ews t–at t–e—” fat–e” was deceased. S–e ”ece—ved a la”ge
’u‘be” of teleg”a‘s, —’clud—’g o’e f”o‘ Lee Ha”vey Os-
waldཐs ‘ot–e”, w–—c– s–e ”ega”ded as t–e o’e t–at touc–ed
–e” t–e ‘ost.[18]

3.3.2 Within the movement

Fo” so‘e, K—’gཐs assass—’at—o’ ‘ea’t t–e e’d of t–e st”at-
egy of ’o’v—ole’ce.[19] Ot–e”s —’ t–e ‘ove‘e’t ”eaf-
ិ”‘ed t–e ’eed to ca””y o’ K—’gཐs wo”k. Leade”s w—t–—’
t–e SCLC co’ិ”‘ed t–at t–ey would ca””y o’ t–e Poo”
Peopleཐs Ca‘pa—g’ t–at yea” desp—te –—s loss.[20] So‘e
black leade”s a”gued t–e ’eed to co’t—’ue K—’gཐs t”ad—-
t—o’ of ’o’v—ole’ce.[19]

3.3.3 Robert F. Kennedy speech

Kennedy giving his speech.

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Robe”t F. Ke’’edyཐs speec– o’ t–e assass—-
’at—o’ of Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”.
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T–at ’—g–t New Yo”k Se’ato” Robe”t F. Ke’’edy, ”u’-
’—’g to ga—’ t–e p”es—de’t—al ’o‘—’at—o’ to ”ep”ese’t
t–e De‘oc”at—c Pa”ty, spoke about t–e assass—’at—o’.
Ke’’edy –ad spoke’ ea”l—e” t–at day —’ I’d—a’a[21] a’d
lea”’ed about t–e s–oot—’g befo”e boa”d—’g a pla’e to
I’d—a’apol—s. He –ad a last speec– sc–eduled t–e”e, —’ a
p”edo‘—’a’tly black ’e—g–bo”–ood of t–e c—ty. H—s p”ess
sec”eta”y F”a’kMa’k—ew—cz suggested t–at –e ask t–e au-
d—e’ce to p”ay fo” t–e K—’g fa‘—ly a’d to follow K—’gཐs
p”act—ce of ’o’v—ole’ce.[22] T–e ‘e’ d—d ’ot lea”’ t–at
K—’g –ad d—ed u’t—l t–ey la’ded —’ I’d—a’apol—s.

Ma’k—ew—cz a’d speec–w”—te” Ada‘ Wal—’sky d”afted
’otes fo” Ke’’edyཐs use, but –e ”efused t–e‘, us—’g so‘e
–e l—kely –ad w”—tte’ du”—’g t–e ”—de to t–e s—te.[23] T–e
C–—ef of Pol—ce —’ I’d—a’apol—s adv—sed Ke’’edy t–at –e
could ’ot p”ov—de p”otect—o’ a’d was wo””—ed –e would be
at ”—sk —’ talk—’g about t–e deat– of t–e ”eve”ed leade”.[24]

Ke’’edy dec—ded to go a–ead. Sta’d—’g o’ a ីatbed
t”uck, Ke’’edy spoke fo” fou” ‘—’utes a’d ិfty-seve’
seco’ds.[25]

He was t–e ិ”st to tell t–e aud—e’ce t–at K—’g –ad d—ed;
so‘e of t–e atte’dees sc”ea‘ed a’d wa—led —’ g”—ef. Sev-
e”al of Ke’’edyཐs a—des we”e eve’ wo””—ed t–at t–e del—v-
e”y of t–—s —’fo”‘at—o’ would ”esult —’ a ”—ot.[26] W–e’
t–e aud—e’ce “u—eted, Ke’’edy ack’owledged t–at ‘a’y
would be ិlled w—t– a’ge”. He sa—d: ནFo” t–ose of you
w–o a”e black a’d a”e te‘pted to ិll w—t–ཋbe ិlled w—t–
–at”ed a’d ‘—st”ust of t–e —’just—ce of suc– a’ act, aga—’st
all w–—te people, I would o’ly say t–at I ca’ also feel —’ ‘y
ow’ –ea”t t–e sa‘e k—’d of feel—’g. I –ad a‘e‘be” of‘y
fa‘—ly k—lled, but –e was k—lled by a w–—te ‘a’.པ T–ese
”e‘a”ks su”p”—sed –—s a—des, w–o –ad ’eve” –ea”d –—‘
speak publ—cly of –—s b”ot–e” Jo–’ F. Ke’’edy's deat–.[27]

Ke’’edy sa—d t–at t–e cou’t”y –ad to ‘ake a’ eាo”t to
ནgo beyo’d t–ese ”at–e” d—ឹcult t—‘esཔ, a’d “uoted a
poe‘ by t–e G”eek playw”—g–t Aesc–ylus, ནEve’ —’ ou”
sleep, pa—’ w–—c– ca’’ot fo”get falls d”op by d”op upo’
t–e –ea”t u’t—l, —’ ou” ow’ despa—”, aga—’st ou” w—ll, co‘es
w—sdo‘ t–”oug– t–e awful g”ace of God.པ I’ co’clus—o’,
Ke’’edy sa—d t–at t–e cou’t”y ’eeded a’d wa’ted u’—ty
betwee’ blacks a’d w–—tes, a’d asked t–e aud—e’ce ‘e‘-
be”s to p”ay fo” t–e K—’g fa‘—ly a’d t–e cou’t”y, “uot—’g
t–e G”eeks aga—’.

H—s speec– was c”ed—ted —’ pa”t w—t– p”eve’t—’g post-
assass—’at—o’ ”—ot—’g —’ I’d—a’apol—s, o’ a ’—g–t w–e”e
suc– eve’ts b”oke out —’ ‘ajo” c—t—es ac”oss t–e
cou’t”y.[28] It —s w—dely co’s—de”ed o’e of t–e g”eatest
speec–es —’ A‘e”—ca’ –—sto”y.[29]

3.3.4 President Lyndon B. Johnson

P”es—de’t Ly’do’ B. Jo–’so’ was —’ t–e Oval Oឹce
t–at eve’—’g, pla’’—’g a ‘eet—’g —’ Hawa—— w—t– V—et’a‘
Wa” ‘—l—ta”y co‘‘a’de”s. Afte” p”ess sec”eta”y Geo”ge
C–”—st—a’ —’fo”‘ed –—‘ at 8:20 p.‘. of t–e assass—’a-
t—o’, –e ca’celed t–e t”—p to focus o’ t–e ’at—o’. He as-

s—g’ed Atto”’ey Ge’e”al Ra‘sey Cla”k to —’vest—gate t–e
assass—’at—o’ —’ Me‘p–—s. He ‘ade a pe”so’al call to D”.
K—’gཐs w—fe, Co”etta Scott K—’g, a’d decla”ed Ap”—l 7 a
’at—o’al day of ‘ou”’—’g, o’ w–—c– t–e U.S. ីag would
be ីow’ at –alf-staា.[30]

3.3.5 Riots

Ma—’ a”t—cle: K—’g assass—’at—o’ ”—ots

Colleagues of D”. K—’g —’ t–e C—v—l R—g–ts Move‘e’t
called fo” a ’o’v—ole’t ”espo’se to t–e assass—’at—o’, to
–o’o” –—s ‘ost deeply –eld bel—efs. Ja‘es Fa”‘e”, J”.,
sa—d:

D”. K—’gwould be g”eatly d—st”essed to ិ’d
t–at –—s blood –ad t”—gge”ed oា bloods–ed a’d
d—so”de”... I t–—’k —’stead t–e ’at—o’ s–ould be
“u—et; black a’d w–—te, a’d we s–ould be —’
a p”aye”ful ‘ood, w–—c– would be —’ keep—’g
w—t– –—s l—fe. We s–ould ‘ake t–at k—’d of ded-
—cat—o’ a’d co‘‘—t‘e’t to t–e goals w–—c– –—s
l—fe se”ved to solv—’g t–e do‘est—c p”oble‘s.
T–atཐs t–e ‘e‘o”—al, t–atཐs t–e k—’d of ‘e‘o-
”—al we s–ould bu—ld fo” –—‘. Itཐs just ’ot app”o-
p”—ate fo” t–e”e to be v—ole’t ”etal—at—o’s, a’d
t–at k—’d of de‘o’st”at—o’ —’ t–e wake of t–e
‘u”de” of t–—s pac—ិst a’d ‘a’ of peace.[31]

Howeve”, t–e‘o”e‘—l—ta’t Stokely Ca”‘—c–ael called fo”
fo”ceful act—o’, say—’g:

W–—te A‘e”—ca k—lled D”. K—’g last ’—g–t.
S–e ‘ade —t a w–ole lot eas—e” fo” a w–ole lot of
black people today. T–e”e ’o lo’ge” ’eeds to
be —’tellectual d—scuss—o’s, black people k’ow
t–at t–ey –ave to get gu’s. W–—te A‘e”—ca w—ll
l—ve to c”y t–at s–e k—lled D”. K—’g last ’—g–t. It
would –ave bee’ bette” —f s–e –ad k—lled Rap
B”ow’ a’d/o” Stokely Ca”‘—c–ael, but w–e’
s–e k—lled D”. K—’g, s–e lost.[31]

Desp—te t–e u”g—’g fo” cal‘ by‘a’y leade”s, a ’at—o’w—de
wave of ”—ots e”upted —’ ‘o”e t–a’ 100 c—t—es.[32] Afte”
t–e assass—’at—o’, t–e c—ty of Me‘p–—s “u—ckly settled t–e
st”—ke o’ favo”able te”‘s to t–e sa’—tat—o’ wo”ke”s.[33][34]

3.3.6 Reactions

O’ Ap”—l 8, K—’gཐs w—dow, Co”etta Scott K—’g, toget–e”
w—t– t–e coupleཐs fou” s‘all c–—ld”e’, led a c”owd est—-
‘ated at 40,000 ན—’ a s—le’t ‘a”c– t–”oug– t–e st”eets of
Me‘p–—s to –o’o” t–e falle’ leade” a’d suppo”t t–e cause
of t–e c—tyཐs black sa’—tat—o’ wo”ke”sཔ.[35]
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Garment workers listen to the funeral service for Rev. Martin

Luther King, Jr., on a portable radio. April 9, 1968

T–e ’ext day, fu’e”al ”—tes fo” K—’gwe”e –eld —’ –—s –o‘e-
tow’ of Atla’ta, Geo”g—a. T–e se”v—ce at Ebe’eze” Bap-
t—st C–u”c– was ’at—o’ally telev—sed, as we”e t–ese ot–e”
eve’ts. A fu’e”al p”ocess—o’ t”a’spo”ted K—’gཐs body
fo” 3.5 ‘—les t–”oug– t–e st”eets of Atla’ta, followed by
‘o”e t–a’ 100,000‘ou”’e”s, f”o‘ t–e c–u”c– to –—s al‘a
‘ate” of Mo”e–ouse College. A seco’d se”v—ce was –eld
t–e”e befo”e t–e bu”—al.[35]

I’ t–e wake of K—’gཐs assass—’at—o’, jou”’al—sts ”epo”ted
so‘e callous o” –ost—le ”eact—o’s f”o‘ pa”ts of w–—te
A‘e”—ca, pa”t—cula”ly —’ t–e Sout–. Dav—d Halbe”sta‘,
w–o ”epo”ted o’ K—’gཐs fu’e”al, ”ecou’ted a co‘‘e’t
–ea”d at a’ aឺue’t w–—te d—’’e” pa”ty:

O’e of t–e w—vesཋstat—o’ wago’, t–”ee
c–—ld”e’, fo”ty-ិve-t–ousa’d-dolla” –ouseཋ
lea’ed ove” a’d sa—d, ནI w—s– you –ad sp—t —’
–—s face fo” ‘e.པ It was a stu’’—’g ‘o‘e’t; I
wo’de”ed fo” a lo’g t—‘e afte”wa”ds w–at K—’g
could poss—bly –ave do’e to –e”, —’ w–at co’-
ce—vable way –e could –ave t–”eate’ed –e”, w–y
t–—s pass—o’ate –ate.[36]

But ”epo”te”s also ”ecou’ted t–at ‘a’y w–—tes we”e g”—ef-
st”—cke’ at t–e leade”ཐs deat–. I’ so‘e cases, t–e s–ock of
eve’ts alte”ed op—’—o’s. A su”vey late” se’t to a g”oup
of college t”ustees ”evealed t–at t–e—” op—’—o’s of K—’g
–ad ”—se’ afte” –—s assass—’at—o’.[3] The New York Times

p”a—sed K—’g —’ a’ ed—to”—al, call—’g –—s ‘u”de” a ན’at—o’al
d—saste”པ a’d –—s cause ནjustཔ.[37][38]

Publ—c ិgu”es ge’e”ally p”a—sedK—’g —’ t–e days follow—’g
–—s deat–. Ot–e”s exp”essed pol—t—cal —deology. Gove”’o”
Geo”ge Wallace of Alaba‘a, k’ow’ as a seg”egat—o’-
—st, desc”—bed t–e assass—’at—o’ as a ནse’seless, ”eg”et-
table actཔ.[19] But Gove”’o” Leste” Maddox of Geo”g—a
called K—’g ནa’ e’e‘y of ou” cou’t”yཔ a’d t–”eate’ed to
ནpe”so’ally ”a—seཔ t–e state cap—tol ីag back f”o‘ –alf-
staា. Cal—fo”’—a Gove”’o” Ro’ald Reaga’ desc”—bed t–e
assass—’at—o’ as ནa g”eat t”agedy t–at bega’ w–e’ we be-

ga’ co‘p”o‘—s—’g w—t– law a’d o”de” a’d people sta”ted
c–oos—’g w–—c– laws t–ey'd b”eakཔ. St”o‘ T–u”‘o’d,
Sout– Ca”ol—’a Se’ato”, w”ote to –—s co’st—tue’ts: ནWe
a”e ’ow w—t’ess—’g t–e w–—”lw—’d sowed yea”s ago w–e’
so‘e p”eac–e”s a’d teac–e”s bega’ tell—’g people t–at
eac– ‘a’ could be –—s ow’ judge —’ –—s ow’ case.པ[39]

3.4 FBI investigation

T–e Fede”al Bu”eau of I’vest—gat—o’ was ass—g’ed t–e lead
to —’vest—gate K—’gཐs deat–. J. Edga” Hoove”, w–o –ad
p”ev—ously ‘ade eាo”ts to u’de”‘—’e K—’gཐs ”eputat—o’,
told Jo–’so’ t–at –—s age’cy would atte‘pt to ិ’d t–e
culp”—t(s).[30] Ma’y docu‘e’ts ”elated to t–—s —’vest—ga-
t—o’ ”e‘a—’ class—ិed, a’d a”e slated to ”e‘a—’ sec”et u’-
t—l 2027. I’ 2010, as —’ ea”l—e” yea”s, so‘e a”gued fo”
passage of a p”oposed Reco”ds Collect—o’ Act, s—‘—la” to
a 1992 law co’ce”’—’g t–e Ke’’edy assass—’at—o’, —’ o”-
de” to ”e“u—”e t–e —‘‘ed—ate ”elease of t–e ”eco”ds. T–e
‘easu”e d—d ’ot pass.

3.5 Funeral

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Fu’e”al of Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”.

P”es—de’t Ly’do’ B. Jo–’so’ decla”ed Ap”—l 7 a ’at—o’al
day of ‘ou”’—’g fo” Rev. K—’g. A c”owd of 300,000
atte’ded –—s fu’e”al two days late” o’ Ap”—l 9.[30] V—ce
P”es—de’t Hube”t Hu‘p–”ey atte’ded o’ be–alf of Jo–’-
so’, w–o was at a ‘eet—’g o’ t–e V—et’a‘ Wa” at Ca‘p
Dav—d. (T–e”e we”e fea”s t–at Jo–’so’ ‘—g–t be –—t w—t–
p”otests a’d abuses ove” t–e wa” —f –e atte’ded). At –—s
w—dowཐs ”e“uest, K—’gཐs last se”‘o’ at Ebe’eze” Bapt—st
C–u”c– was played at t–e fu’e”al; —t was a ”eco”d—’g of
–—s ནD”u‘ Majo”པ se”‘o’, g—ve’ o’ Feb”ua”y 4, 1968.
I’ t–at se”‘o’, –e asked t–at at –—s fu’e”al ’o ‘e’t—o’ of
–—s awa”ds a’d –o’o”s be ‘ade, but t–at —t be sa—d t–at –e
t”—ed to ནfeed t–e –u’g”yཔ, ནclot–e t–e ’akedཔ, ནbe ”—g–t
o’ t–e [V—et’a‘] wa” “uest—o’པ, a’d ནlove a’d se”ve –u-
‘a’—tyཔ.

3.6 James Earl Ray

3.6.1 Capture and guilty plea

T–e FBI —’vest—gat—o’ fou’d ិ’ge”p”—’ts o’ va”—ous ob-
jects left —’ t–e bat–”oo‘ f”o‘ w–e”e t–e gu’ិ”e –ad
co‘e. Ev—de’ce —’cluded a Re‘—’gto’ Ga‘e‘aste” ”—-
ីe f”o‘ w–—c– at least o’e s–ot –ad bee’ ិ”ed. T–e ិ’-
ge”p”—’ts we”e t”aced to a’ escaped w–—te co’v—ct ’a‘ed
Ja‘es Ea”l Ray.[40] Two ‘o’t–s afte” K—’gཐs deat–, Ray
was captu”ed at Lo’do’'s Heat–”ow A—”po”t w–—le t”y—’g
to leave t–e U’—ted K—’gdo‘ fo” e—t–e” A’gola, R–odes—a
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o” Sout– Af”—ca[41] o’ a false Ca’ad—a’ passpo”t —’ t–e
’a‘e of Ra‘o’ Geo”ge S’eyd.[42] Ray was “u—ckly ex-
t”ad—ted to Te’’essee a’d c–a”ged w—t– K—’gཐs ‘u”de”.

He co’fessed to t–e assass—’at—o’ o’Ma”c– 10, 1969. O’
t–e adv—ce of –—s atto”’ey Pe”cy Fo”e‘a’, Ray took a
gu—lty plea to avo—d a t”—al co’v—ct—o’ a’d pote’t—al se’-
te’c—’g u’de” t–e deat– pe’alty. Ray was se’te’ced to
a 99-yea” p”—so’ te”‘; –e ”eca’ted –—s co’fess—o’ t–”ee
days late”.[43]

Ray ិ”ed Fo”e‘a’ as –—s atto”’ey a’d cla—‘ed t–at a ‘a’
–e ‘et —’ Mo’t”eal w—t– t–e al—as ནRaulཔ was —’volved, as
was Rayཐs b”ot–e” Jo–’’y, but t–at –e was ’ot. He sa—d
t–”oug– –—s ’ew atto”’ey Jack Ke”s–aw t–at alt–oug– –e
d—d ’ot ནpe”so’ally s–oot K—’gཔ, –e ‘ay –ave bee’ ནpa”-
t—ally ”espo’s—ble w—t–out k’ow—’g —tཔ, –—’t—’g at a co’-
sp—”acy. I’ May 1977, Ke”s–aw p”ese’ted ev—de’ce to
t–e House Select Co‘‘—ttee o’ Assass—’at—o’s t–at –e
bel—eved exo’e”ated –—s cl—e’t, but tests d—d ’ot p”ove co’-
clus—ve. Ke”s–aw also cla—‘ed Ray was so‘ew–e”e else
w–e’ t–e s–ots we”e ិ”ed, but –e could ’ot ិ’d a w—t’ess
to co””obo”ate t–e cla—‘.[44]

3.6.2 Escape

Ray a’d seve’ ot–e” co’v—cts escaped f”o‘B”us–yMou’-
ta—’ State Pe’—te’t—a”y —’ Pet”os, Te’’essee, o’ Ju’e 10,
1977. T–ey we”e ”ecaptu”ed o’ Ju’e 13, t–”ee days late”,
a’d ”etu”’ed to p”—so’.[45] A yea” was added to Rayཐs se’-
te’ce, total—’g —t to 100 yea”s.

Ray wo”ked fo” t–e ”e‘a—’de” of –—s l—fe atte‘pt—’g (u’-
successfully) to w—t–d”aw –—s gu—lty plea a’d secu”e a full
t”—al. I’ 1997, Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g's so’ Dexte” K—’g ‘et
w—t– Ray; –e publ—cly suppo”ted Rayཐs eាo”ts to obta—’ a
”et”—al.[46]

D”. W—ll—a‘ Peppe” ”e‘a—’ed Ja‘es Ea”l Rayཐs atto”’ey
u’t—l Rayཐs deat–. He ca””—ed o’ t–e eាo”t to ga—’ a t”—al
o’ be–alf of t–e K—’g fa‘—ly. T–e K—’g fa‘—ly does ’ot
bel—eve t–at Ray was ”espo’s—ble, but t–at t–e”e was a co’-
sp—”acy by ele‘e’ts of t–e gove”’‘e’t aga—’st K—’g.[47]

3.6.3 Death

Ray d—ed —’ p”—so’ o’ Ap”—l 23, 1998, at t–e age of 70
f”o‘ k—d’ey a’d l—ve” fa—lu”e, caused by –epat—t—s C (p”ob-
ably co’t”acted as a ”esult of a blood t”a’sfus—o’ g—ve’
afte” a stabb—’g w–—le at B”us–y Mou’ta—’ State Pe’—te’-
t—a”y).

3.7 Conspiracy theories

3.7.1 Loyd Jowers

I’ Dece‘be” 1993, Loyd Jowe”s, a w–—te ‘a’ f”o‘
Me‘p–—s, appea”ed o’ ABCཐs Prime Time Live. He –ad
ga—’ed atte’t—o’ by cla—‘—’g a’ alleged co’sp—”acy —’volv-
—’g t–e Maិa, t–e U.S. gove”’‘e’t, a’d –—‘self to k—ll
K—’g. Acco”d—’g to Jowe”s, Ray was a scapegoat, a’d
’ot d—”ectly —’volved —’ t–e s–oot—’g.

Acco”d—’g to t–e Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce, Jowe”s –ad —’-
co’s—ste’tly —de’t—ិed d—ាe”e’t people as D”. K—’gཐs as-
sass—’ s—’ce 1993. He –ad alte”’at—vely cla—‘ed t–at t–e
s–oote” was: (1) a’ Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’ ‘a’ w–o was o’
Sout– Ma—’ St”eet o’ t–e ’—g–t of t–e assass—’at—o’ (t–e
ནMa’ o’ Sout–Ma—’ St”eetཔ); (2) Raul; (3) a w–—te ནL—eu-
te’a’tཔ w—t– t–e Me‘p–—s Pol—ce Depa”t‘e’t; a’d (4) a
pe”so’ w–o‘ –e d—d ’ot ”ecog’—ze. T–e Depa”t‘e’t does
’ot co’s—de” Jowe”sཐ accusat—o’s c”ed—ble, a’d ”efe”s to
two of t–e accused —’d—v—duals by pseudo’y‘.[’ote 1] DOJ
–as stated t–e ev—de’ce allegedly suppo”t—’g t–e ex—ste’ce
of a t–—”d assass—’, ནRaoulཔ, —s dub—ous.[48] Loyd –ad bus—-
’ess —’te”ests —’ t–e v—c—’—ty of t–e assass—’at—o’ s—te.

Coretta Scott King v. Loyd Jowers

I’ 1999, t–e K—’g fa‘—ly ិled a c—v—l case aga—’st Jowe”s
a’d u’’a‘ed co-co’sp—”ato”s fo” t–e w”o’gful deat– of
D”. K—’g. T–e case, Coretta Scott King, et al. vs. Loyd

Jowers et al., Case No. 97242, was t”—ed —’ t–e c—”cu—t
cou”t of S–elby Cou’ty, Te’’essee, f”o‘ Nove‘be” 15
to Dece‘be” 8, 1999.

Atto”’ey W—ll—a‘ F. Peppe”, ”ep”ese’t—’g t–e K—’g fa‘-
—ly, p”ese’ted ev—de’ce f”o‘ 70 w—t’esses a’d 4,000
pages of t”a’sc”—pts. Peppe” alleges —’ –—s book, An Act

of State (2003), t–at t–e ev—de’ce —‘pl—cated t–e FBI,
t–e CIA, t–e US A”‘y, t–e Me‘p–—s Pol—ce Depa”t‘e’t,
a’d o”ga’—zed c”—‘e —’ t–e ‘u”de” of D”. K—’g.[49] T–e
su—t alleged gove”’‘e’t —’volve‘e’t, –oweve” ’o gove”’-
‘e’t oឹc—als o” age’c—es we”e ’a‘ed o” ‘ade a pa”ty to
t–e su—t, so t–e”e was ’o defe’se o” ev—de’ce p”ese’ted
o” ”efuted by t–e gove”’‘e’t.[50] T–e ju”y fou’d defe’-
da’t Loyd Jowe”s a’d u’k’ow’ co-defe’da’ts c—v—lly l—-
able fo” pa”t—c—pat—o’ —’ a co’sp—”acy to assass—’ate K—’g
—’ t–e a‘ou’t of $100. Me‘be”s of K—’gཐs fa‘—ly acted
as pla—’t—ាs.[51]

Exce”pt:
THE COURT : I’ a’swe” to t–e “uest—o’ d—d

Loyd Jowe”s pa”t—c—pate —’ a co’sp—”acy to do
–a”‘ to D”. Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, you” a’swe”
—s yes. Do you also ិ’d t–at ot–e”s, —’clud-
—’g gove”’‘e’tal age’c—es, we”e pa”t—es to t–—s
co’sp—”acy as alleged by t–e defe’da’t? You”
a’swe” to t–at o’e —s also yes. A’d t–e total
a‘ou’t of da‘ages you ិ’d fo” t–e pla—’t—ាs
e’t—tled to —s o’e –u’d”ed dolla”s. Is t–at you”
ve”d—ct?

THE JURY: Yes (I’ u’—so’).[51]
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Afte” –ea”—’g ’o ev—de’ce f”o‘ t–e gove”’‘e’t, a’d
o’ly test—‘o’y a’d plead—’gs coope”at—vely sub‘—tted by
t–e pla—’t—ាs a’d Jowe”s, t–e ju”yཋs—x blacks a’d s—x
w–—tesཋfou’d t–at K—’g –ad bee’ t–e v—ct—‘ of assas-
s—’at—o’ by a co’sp—”acy —’volv—’g t–e Me‘p–—s pol—ce as
well as fede”al age’c—es. Local ass—sta’t d—st”—ct atto”’ey
Jo–’ Ca‘pell, w–o was ’ot —’volved —’ t–e case, co‘-
‘e’ted t–at t–e case was ីawed a’d ནove”looked so ‘uc–
co’t”ad—cto”y ev—de’ce t–at ’eve” was p”ese’tedཔ.[52] T–—s
c—v—l ve”d—ct aga—’st Jowe”s –as bee’ cla—‘ed by so‘e pe”-
so’s to –ave establ—s–ed Rayཐs c”—‘—’al —’’oce’ce, w–—c–
t–e K—’g fa‘—ly –as always ‘a—’ta—’ed, but —t –as ’o bea”-
—’g o’ –—s –av—’g pleaded gu—lty.[53][54][55] T–e fa‘—ly sa—d
—t –ad ”e“uested o’ly $100 —’ da‘ages to de‘o’st”ate
t–ey we”e ’ot seek—’g ិ’a’c—al ga—’.

The tomb of Martin Luther King and Coretta Scott King, located

on the grounds of the King Center in Atlanta

Counter evidence

I’ 2000, t–e Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce co‘pleted t–e—” ow’
—’vest—gat—o’ —’to Jowe”sཐ cla—‘s; —t d—d ’ot ិ’d ev—de’ce
to suppo”t t–e allegat—o’s about co’sp—”acy. T–e —’vest—-
gat—o’ ”epo”t ”eco‘‘e’ds ’o fu”t–e” —’vest—gat—o’ u’less
so‘e ’ew ”el—able facts a”e p”ese’ted.[56] A s—ste” of Jow-
e”s ad‘—tted t–at –e –ad fab”—cated t–e sto”y so –e could
‘ake $300,000 f”o‘ sell—’g t–e sto”y, a’d s–e sa—d s–e
–ad co””obo”ated –—s sto”y —’ o”de” to get so‘e ‘o’ey to
pay –e” —’co‘e tax.[57][58] K—’g b—og”ap–e” Dav—d Ga””ow
d—sag”ees w—t– W—ll—a‘ F. Peppe”ཐs cla—‘s t–at t–e gov-
e”’‘e’t k—lled K—’g. He —s suppo”ted by aut–o” Ge”ald
Pos’e”.[59]

3.7.2 Other theories

I’ 1998, CBS ”epo”ted t–at t–e two sepa”ate ball—st—c
tests co’ducted o’ t–e Re‘—’gto’ Ga‘e‘aste” allegedly
used by Ray —’ t–e assass—’at—o’ we”e —’co’clus—ve.[60][61]

Mo”eove”, w—t’esses w—t– K—’g at t–e ‘o‘e’t of t–e
s–oot—’g say t–e s–ot was ិ”ed f”o‘ a d—ាe”e’t locat—o’;
f”o‘ be–—’d t–—ck s–”ubbe”y ’ea” t–e ”oo‘—’g –ouse, a’d
’ot f”o‘ a w—’dow of t–e ”oo‘—’g –ouse.[62]

K—’gཐs f”—e’d a’d SCLC o”ga’—ze”, Reve”e’d Ja‘es Law-
so’, –as suggested t–e —‘pe’d—’g occupat—o’ ofWas–—’g-
to’ D.C. by t–e Poo” Peopleཐs Ca‘pa—g’ was a p”—‘a”y
‘ot—ve fo” a fede”al assass—’at—o’.[50] Lawso’ also ’oted
du”—’g t–e c—v—l t”—al t–at K—’g al—e’ated P”es—de’t Jo–’-
so’ a’d ot–e” powe”ful gove”’‘e’t acto”s w–e’ –e ”epu-
d—ated t–e V—et’a‘ Wa” o’ Ap”—l 4, 1967ཋexactly o’e
yea” befo”e t–e assass—’at—o’.[53]

K—’g –ad bee’ ta”geted by COINTELPRO[63] a’d –ad
also bee’ u’de” su”ve—lla’ce by ‘—l—ta”y —’tell—ge’ce
age’c—es du”—’g t–e pe”—od lead—’g up to –—s assass—’at—o’
u’de” t–e code ’a‘e Ope”at—o’ La’te”’ Sp—ke.[64]

A c–u”c– ‘—’—ste”, Ro’ald De’to’ W—lso’, cla—‘ed –—s
fat–e”, He’”y Clay W—lso’, assass—’ated Ma”t—’ Lut–e”
K—’g, J”., ’ot Ja‘es Ea”l Ray.[65] He stated, ནIt was’'t
a ”ac—st t–—’g; –e t–oug–t Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g was co’-
’ected w—t– co‘‘u’—s‘, a’d –e wa’ted to get –—‘ out of
t–e way.པ But W—lso’ –ad ”epo”tedly ad‘—tted p”ev—ously
t–at –—s fat–e” was a ‘e‘be” of t–e Ku Klux Kla’.[66]

I’ 2004, Jesse Jackso’, w–o was w—t– K—’g w–e’ –e was
assass—’ated, ’oted:

T–e fact —s t–e”e we”e saboteu”s to d—s”upt
t–e ‘a”c–. [A’d] w—t–—’ ou” ow’ o”ga’—za-
t—o’, we fou’d a ve”y key pe”so’ w–o was o’
t–e gove”’‘e’t pay”oll. So —’ិlt”at—o’ w—t–—’,
saboteu”s f”o‘ w—t–out a’d t–e p”ess attacks.
...I w—ll ’eve” bel—eve t–at Ja‘es Ea”l Ray –ad
t–e ‘ot—ve, t–e ‘o’ey a’d t–e ‘ob—l—ty to –ave
do’e —t –—‘self. Ou” gove”’‘e’t was ve”y —’-
volved —’ sett—’g t–e stage fo” a’d I t–—’k t–e
escape ”oute fo” Ja‘es Ea”l Ray.[67]

Acco”d—’g to b—og”ap–e” Taylo” B”a’c–, K—’gཐs f”—e’d a’d
colleague Ja‘es Bevel put —t ‘o”e blu’tly: ནT–e”e —s ’o
way a te’-ce’t w–—te boy could develop a pla’ to k—ll a
‘—ll—o’-dolla” black ‘a’པ.[68]

3.8 See also
• "I've Bee’ to t–e Mou’ta—’top"

3.9 Notes
[1] Because [T–e Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce] does ’ot c”ed—t Jow-

e”sཐ —’co’s—ste’t allegat—o’s, we ”efe” to t–e two assass—’s
–e –as ’a‘ed as t–e ནMa’ o’ Sout– Ma—’ St”eetཔ a’d t–e
ནL—eute’a’tཔ, ”espect—vely.
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Chapter 4

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

T–—s a”t—cle —s about t–e A‘e”—ca’ fede”al –ol—day. Fo”
Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”.'s actual b—”t–day, see Ja’ua”y
15.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (oឹc—ally Birthday of
Martin Luther King, Jr.)[1] —s a’ A‘e”—ca’ fede”al –ol-
—day ‘a”k—’g t–e b—”t–day of Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. It
—s obse”ved o’ t–e t–—”d Mo’day of Ja’ua”y eac– yea”,
w–—c– —s a”ou’d K—’gཐs b—”t–day, Ja’ua”y 15. T–e –ol—-
day —s s—‘—la” to –ol—days set u’de” t–e U’—fo”‘ Mo’day
Hol—day Act.

K—’g was t–e c–—ef spokes‘a’ fo” ’o’v—ole’t act—v—s‘ —’
t–e C—v—l R—g–ts Move‘e’t, w–—c– successfully p”otested
”ac—al d—sc”—‘—’at—o’ —’ fede”al a’d state law. T–e ca‘-
pa—g’ fo” a fede”al –ol—day —’ K—’gཐs –o’o” bega’ soo’
afte” –—s assass—’at—o’ —’ 1968. P”es—de’t Ro’ald Rea-
ga’ s—g’ed t–e –ol—day —’to law —’ 1983, a’d —t was ិ”st
obse”ved t–”ee yea”s late”. At ិ”st, so‘e states ”es—sted
obse”v—’g t–e –ol—day as suc–, g—v—’g —t alte”’at—ve ’a‘es
o” co‘b—’—’g —t w—t– ot–e” –ol—days. It was oឹc—ally ob-
se”ved —’ all 50 states fo” t–e ិ”st t—‘e —’ 2000.

4.1 History

Sign from 1969 promoting a holiday to honor the anniversary of

the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.

T–e —dea of Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. Day as a –ol—day
was p”o‘oted by labo” u’—o’s —’ co’t”act ’egot—at—o’s.[2]

Afte” K—’gཐs deat–, U.S. Rep”ese’tat—ve Jo–’ Co’ye”s

(a De‘oc”at f”o‘ M—c–—ga’) a’d U.S. Se’ato” Edwa”d
B”ooke (a Republ—ca’ f”o‘ Massac–usetts) —’t”oduced a
b—ll —’ Co’g”ess to ‘ake K—’gཐs b—”t–day a ’at—o’al –ol-
—day. T–e b—ll ិ”st ca‘e to a vote —’ t–e U.S. House of
Rep”ese’tat—ves —’ 1979. Howeve”, —t fell ិve votes s–o”t
of t–e ’u‘be” ’eeded fo” passage.[3] Two of t–e ‘a—’
a”gu‘e’ts ‘e’t—o’ed by oppo’e’ts we”e t–at a pa—d –ol-
—day fo” fede”al e‘ployees would be too expe’s—ve, a’d
t–at a –ol—day to –o’o” a p”—vate c—t—ze’ would be co’-
t”a”y to lo’gsta’d—’g t”ad—t—o’ (K—’g –ad ’eve” –eld pub-
l—c oឹce).[3] O’ly two ot–e” ិgu”es –ave ’at—o’al –ol—-
days —’ t–e U.S. –o’o”—’g t–e‘: Geo”ge Was–—’gto’ a’d
C–”—stop–e” Colu‘bus.

Soo’ afte”, t–e K—’g Ce’te” tu”’ed to suppo”t f”o‘ t–e
co”po”ate co‘‘u’—ty a’d t–e ge’e”al publ—c. T–e suc-
cess of t–—s st”ategy was ce‘e’ted w–e’ ‘us—c—a’ Stev—e
Wo’de” ”eleased t–e s—’gle "Happy B—”t–day" to pop-
ula”—ze t–e ca‘pa—g’ —’ 1980 a’d –osted t–e Rally fo”
Peace P”ess Co’fe”e’ce —’ 1981. S—x ‘—ll—o’ s—g’atu”es
we”e collected fo” a pet—t—o’ to Co’g”ess to pass t–e law,
te”‘ed by a 2006 a”t—cle —’ The Nation as ནt–e la”gest pe-
t—t—o’ —’ favo” of a’ —ssue —’ U.S. –—sto”y.པ[2]

Ronald Reagan and Coretta Scott King at the Martin Luther King,

Jr. Day signing ceremony.

Se’ato”s Jesse Hel‘s a’d Jo–’ Po”te” East (bot– No”t–
Ca”ol—’a Republ—ca’s) led oppos—t—o’ to t–e –ol—day a’d
“uest—o’ed w–et–e” K—’g was —‘po”ta’t e’oug– to ”e-
ce—ve suc– a’ –o’o”. Hel‘s c”—t—c—zed K—’gཐs oppos—-
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t—o’ to t–e V—et’a‘ Wa” a’d accused –—‘ of espous-
—’g ནact—o’-o”—e’ted Ma”x—s‘".[4] Hel‘s led a ិl—buste”
aga—’st t–e b—ll a’d o’ Octobe” 3, 1983, sub‘—tted a 300-
page docu‘e’t to t–e Se’ate alleg—’g t–at K—’g –ad as-
soc—at—o’s w—t– co‘‘u’—sts. New Yo”k Se’ato” Da’—el
Pat”—ck Moy’—–a’ decla”ed t–e docu‘e’t a ནpacket of
ិlt–པ, t–”ew —t o’ t–e Se’ate ីoo” a’d sto‘ped o’ —t.[5][6]

P”es—de’t Ro’ald Reaga’ o”—g—’ally opposed t–e –ol—day,
c—t—’g cost co’ce”’s. W–e’ asked to co‘‘e’t o’ Hel‘sཐ
accusat—o’s t–at K—’g was a co‘‘u’—st, t–e p”es—de’t sa—d
ནWe'll k’ow —’ t–—”ty-ិve yea”s, wo’'t we?", —’ ”efe”-
e’ce to t–e eve’tual ”elease of FBI su”ve—lla’ce tapes t–at
–ad p”ev—ously bee’ sealed.[7] But o’ Nove‘be” 2, 1983,
Reaga’ s—g’ed a b—ll, p”oposed by Rep”ese’tat—ve Kat—e
Hall of I’d—a’a, to c”eate a fede”al –ol—day –o’o”—’g D”.
K—’g.[8][9] T–e b—ll –ad passed t–e House of Rep”ese’-
tat—ves by a cou’t of 338 to 90, a veto-p”oof ‘a”g—’.[4]

T–e –ol—day was obse”ved fo” t–e ិ”st t—‘e o’ Ja’ua”y
20, 1986.

T–e b—ll also establ—s–ed t–eMa”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”., Fed-
e”al Hol—day Co‘‘—ss—o’ to ove”see obse”va’ce of t–e
–ol—day, a’d Co”etta Scott K—’g, K—’gཐs w—fe, was ‘ade a
‘e‘be” of t–—s co‘‘—ss—o’ fo” l—fe by P”es—de’t Geo”ge
H. W. Bus– —’ May 1989.[10][11]

4.2 State-level passage

Alt–oug– t–e fede”al –ol—day –o’o”—’g K—’g was s—g’ed
—’to law —’ 1983 a’d took eាect t–”ee yea”s late”, ’ot ev-
e”y U.S. state c–ose to obse”ve t–e –ol—day at t–e state
level u’t—l 1991, w–e’ t–e New Ha‘ps–—”e leg—slatu”e
c”eated ནC—v—l R—g–ts Dayཔ a’d abol—s–ed "Fast Day.པ[12]

I’ 2000, Uta– beca‘e t–e last state to –ave a –ol—day
’a‘ed afte” D”. K—’g w–e’ ནHu‘a’ R—g–ts Dayཔ was
oឹc—ally c–a’ged to ནMa”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g J”. Day.པ[13]

I’ 1986, A”—zo’a Gove”’o” B”uce Babb—tt, a De‘oc”at,
c”eated a pa—d state MLK –ol—day —’ A”—zo’a by execut—ve
o”de” just befo”e –e left oឹce, but —’ 1987, –—s Republ—-
ca’ successo” Eva’ Mec–a‘, c—t—’g a’ atto”’ey ge’e”alཐs
op—’—o’ t–at Babb—ttཐs o”de” was —llegal, ”eve”sed Bab-
b—ttཐs dec—s—o’ days afte” tak—’g oឹce.[14] Late” t–at yea”,
Mec–a‘ p”ocla—‘ed t–e t–—”d Su’day —’ Ja’ua”y to be
ནMa”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”.-C—v—l R—g–ts Dayཔ —’ A”—zo’a,
albe—t as a’ u’pa—d –ol—day.[15] I’ 1990, A”—zo’a vote”s
we”e g—ve’ t–e oppo”tu’—ty to vote o’ g—v—’g state e‘ploy-
ees a pa—d MLK –ol—day. T–at sa‘e yea”, t–e Nat—o’al
Football League t–”eate’ed to ‘ove Supe” Bowl XXVII,
w–—c– was pla’’ed fo” A”—zo’a —’ 1993, —f t–e MLK
–ol—day was voted dow’.[16] I’ t–e Nove‘be” elect—o’,
t–e vote”s we”e oាe”ed two K—’g Day opt—o’s: P”opo-
s—t—o’ 301, w–—c– ”eplaced Colu‘bus Day o’ t–e l—st of
pa—d state –ol—days, a’d P”opos—t—o’ 302, w–—c– ‘e”ged
L—’col’ཐs a’d Was–—’gto’ཐs b—”t–days —’to o’e pa—d –ol—-
day to ‘ake ”oo‘ fo” MLK Day. Bot– ‘easu”es fa—led
to pass, w—t– o’ly 49% of vote”s app”ov—’g P”op 302,

t–e ‘o”e popula” of t–e two opt—o’s; alt–oug– so‘e w–o
voted ན’oཔ o’ 302 voted ནyesཔ o’ P”op 301.[17] Co’-
se“ue’tly, t–e state lost t–e c–a’ce to –ost Supe” Bowl
XXVII, w–—c– was subse“ue’tly –eld at t–e Rose Bowl —’
Pasade’a, Cal—fo”’—a.[16] I’ a 1992 ”efe”e’du‘, t–e vot-
e”s, t–—s t—‘e g—ve’ o’ly o’e opt—o’ fo” a pa—d K—’g Day,
app”oved state-level ”ecog’—t—o’ of t–e –ol—day.[18]

O’ May 2, 2000, Sout– Ca”ol—’a gove”’o” J—‘ Hodges
s—g’ed a b—ll to ‘ake K—’gཐs b—”t–day a’ oឹc—al state –ol—-
day. Sout– Ca”ol—’a was t–e last state to ”ecog’—ze t–e day
as a pa—d –ol—day fo” all state e‘ployees. P”—o” to t–—s, e‘-
ployees could c–oose betwee’ celeb”at—’g Ma”t—’ Lut–e”
K—’g, J”. Day o” o’e of t–”ee Co’fede”ate –ol—days.[19]

4.3 Alternative names

W–—le all states ’ow obse”ve t–e –ol—day, so‘e d—d ’ot
’a‘e t–e day afte” K—’g. Fo” exa‘ple, —’ New Ha‘p-
s–—”e, t–e –ol—day was k’ow’ as ནC—v—l R—g–ts Dayཔ u’-
t—l 1999, w–e’ t–e State Leg—slatu”e voted to c–a’ge t–e
’a‘e of t–e –ol—day to Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g Day.[20]

Seve”al add—t—o’al states –ave c–ose’ to co‘b—’e co‘-
‘e‘o”at—o’s of K—’gཐs b—”t–day w—t– ot–e” obse”va’ces:

• I’ Alaba‘a: "Robe”t E. Lee/Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g
B—”t–dayཔ.[21]

• I’ A”—zo’a: ནMa”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g J”./C—v—l R—g–ts
Dayཔ.[22]

• I’ A”ka’sas: ནD”. Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g J”. a’d
Robe”t E. Leeཐs B—”t–daysཔ.[23]

• I’ Ida–o: ནMa”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g J”.-Ida–o Hu‘a’
R—g–ts Day"[24]

• I’ M—ss—ss—pp—: ནMa”t—’ Lut–e” K—’gཐs a’d Robe”t E.
Leeཐs B—”t–daysཔ.[25]

• I’ New Ha‘ps–—”e: —ts oឹc—al ’a‘e —s ནMa”t—’
Lut–e” K—’g J”. C—v—l R—g–ts Dayཔ.[26]

• I’ V—”g—’—a: —t was k’ow’ as LeeཊJackso’ཊK—’g
Day, co‘b—’—’g K—’gཐs b—”t–day w—t– t–e establ—s–ed
LeeཊJackso’ Day.[13] I’ 2000, LeeཊJackso’ Day
was ‘oved to t–e F”—day befo”eMa”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g,
J”. Day, establ—s–—’g Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. Day
as a –ol—day —’ —ts ow’ ”—g–t.[27]

4.4 Workplace observance

Ove”all, —’ 2007, 33% of e‘ploye”s gave e‘ployees t–e
day oា, a 2% —’c”ease ove” t–e p”ev—ous yea”. T–e”e
was l—ttle d—ាe”e’ce —’ obse”va’ce by la”ge a’d s‘all e‘-
ploye”s: 33% fo” ិ”‘s w—t– ove” 1,000 e‘ployees; a’d,
32% fo” ិ”‘s w—t– u’de” 1,000 e‘ployees. T–e obse”-
va’ce —s ‘ost popula” a‘o’g ’o’p”oិt o”ga’—zat—o’s a’d
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least popula” a‘o’g facto”—es a’d ‘a’ufactu”e”s.[28] T–e
”easo’s fo” t–—s –ave va”—ed, ”a’g—’g f”o‘ t–e ”ece’t ad-
d—t—o’ of t–e –ol—day, to —ts occu””e’ce just two weeks
afte” t–e week betwee’ C–”—st‘as a’d New Yea”ཐs Day,
w–e’ ‘a’y bus—’esses a”e closed fo” pa”t o” so‘et—‘es
all of t–e week. Add—t—o’ally, ‘a’y sc–ools a’d places
of –—g–e” educat—o’ a”e closed fo” classes; ot–e”s ”e‘a—’
ope’ but ‘ay –old se‘—’a”s o” celeb”at—o’s of K—’gཐs
‘essage. So‘e facto”—es a’d ‘a’ufactu”e”s used MLK
Day as a ីoat—’g o” ‘ovable –ol—day.

4.5 King Day of Service

In honor of the Martin Luther King Day of Service, President

Barack Obama serves lunch in the dining room at So Others

Might Eat, a soup kitchen in Washington, January 18, 2010.

A Martin Luther King Day march in Oregon.

T–e ’at—o’al Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g Day of Se”v—ce[29] was
sta”ted by fo”‘e” Pe’’sylva’—a U.S. Se’ato” Ha””—s Wof-
fo”d a’d Atla’ta Co’g”ess‘a’ Jo–’ Lew—s, w–o co-
aut–o”ed t–e K—’g Hol—day a’d Se”v—ce Act. T–e fede”al
leg—slat—o’ c–alle’ges A‘e”—ca’s to t”a’sfo”‘ t–e K—’g
Hol—day —’to a day of c—t—ze’ act—o’ volu’tee” se”v—ce —’
–o’o” of D”. K—’g. T–e fede”al leg—slat—o’ was s—g’ed —’to
law by P”es—de’t B—ll Cl—’to’ o’ August 23, 1994. S—’ce
1996, Woាo”dཐs fo”‘e” state oឹce d—”ecto”, Todd Be”’-
ste—’, –as bee’ d—”ect—’g t–e a’’ual G”eate” P–—ladelp–—a
K—’g Day of Se”v—ce,[30] t–e la”gest eve’t —’ t–e ’at—o’
–o’o”—’g D”. K—’g.[31]

Seve”al ot–e” u’—ve”s—t—es a’d o”ga’—zat—o’s a”ou’d t–e
U.S., suc– as A”—zo’a State U’—ve”s—ty, G”eate” DC Ca”es
a’d C—ty Yea”, pa”t—c—pate —’ t–e D”. Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g,

J”. Day of Se”v—ce. I’ –o’o” of MLK, –u’d”eds of Vol-
u’tee” Ce’te”s, a’d volu’tee”s ac”oss t–e cou’t”y do’ate
t–e—” t—‘e to ‘ake a d—ាe”e’ce o’ t–—s day.

4.6 Outside the United States

O’e place outs—de t–e U.S. w–e”e Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”.
Day —s obse”ved w—t– e“ual —‘po”ta’ce —s —’ t–e Japa’ese
c—ty of H—”os–—‘a u’de” ‘ayo” Tadatos–— Ak—ba, w–o
–olds a spec—al ba’“uet at t–e ‘ayo”ཐs oឹce as a’ act of
u’—fy—’g –—s c—tyཐs call fo” peace w—t– K—’gཐs ‘essage of
–u‘a’ ”—g–ts.[32]

T–e c—ty of To”o’to, Ca’ada, —s a’ot–e” c—ty t–at –as oឹ-
c—ally ”ecog’—zed Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. Day, alt–oug–
’ot as a pa—d –ol—day: all gove”’‘e’t se”v—ces a’d bus—-
’esses ”e‘a—’ ope’.[33]

I’ 1984, du”—’g a v—s—t by t–e U.S. S—xt– Fleet, Navy
c–apla—’ Rabb— A”’old Res’—coា co’ducted t–e ិ”st Is-
”ael— p”es—de’t—al ce”e‘o’y —’ co‘‘e‘o”at—o’ of Ma”-
t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. Day, –eld —’ t–e P”es—de’tཐs Res—-
de’ce, Je”usale‘. M”s. Au”a He”zog, w—fe of Is”aelཐs
t–e’-P”es—de’t C–a—‘ He”zog, ’oted t–at s–e was espe-
c—ally p”oud to –ost t–—s spec—al eve’t, because Is”ael –ad
a ’at—o’al fo”est —’ –o’o” of D”. K—’g, a’d t–at Is”ael
a’d D”. K—’g s–a”ed t–e —dea of ནd”ea‘sཔ.[34] Res’—coា
co’t—’ued t–—s t–e‘e —’ –—s ”e‘a”ks du”—’g t–e ce”e‘o’y,
“uot—’g t–e ve”se f”o‘Ge’es—s, spoke’ by t–e b”ot–e”s of
Josep–w–e’ t–ey saw t–e—” b”ot–e” app”oac–, ནBe–old t–e
d”ea‘e” co‘es; let us slay –—‘ a’d t–”ow –—‘ —’to t–e p—t,
a’d see w–at beco‘es of –—s d”ea‘s.པ Res’—coា ’oted
t–at, f”o‘ t—‘e —‘‘e‘o”—al, t–e”e –ave bee’ t–ose w–o
t–oug–t t–ey could k—ll t–e d”ea‘ by slay—’g t–e d”ea‘e”,
but ཊ as t–e exa‘ple of D”. K—’gཐs l—fe s–ows ཊ suc– peo-
ple a”e always w”o’g.[35]

4.7 Dates

1986–2100

4.8 See also

• Publ—c –ol—days —’ t–e U’—ted States

4.8.1 Other holidays honoring African
Americans

• Malcol‘ X Day

• Rosa Pa”ks Day

• Ha””—et Tub‘a’ Day
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4.8.2 Other civil rights holidays

• Susa’ B. A’t–o’y Day

• Cesa” C–avez Day

• Ha”vey M—lk Day

4.9 Further reading

• Staា w”—te” (Sp”—’g 1998). ནColleges a’d u’—ve”-
s—t—es t–at do’'t obse”ve t–e Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g
J”. –ol—dayཔ. The Journal of Blacks in Higher

Education (JBHE Fou’dat—o’, I’c.) 19: 26ཊ27.
do—:10.2307/2998887. JSTOR 2998887.
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Chapter 5

Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial

T–—s a”t—cle —s about t–e ‘e‘o”—al —’ Was–—’gto’, D.C..
Fo” t–e ’at—o’al –—sto”—c s—te —’ Atla’ta, Geo”g—a, see
Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”., Nat—o’al H—sto”—c S—te.

T–e Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial —s located
—’ West Poto‘ac Pa”k —’ Was–—’gto’, D.C., sout–west
of t–e Nat—o’al Mall.[1] T–e ’at—o’al ‘e‘o”—al —s A‘e”-
—caཐs 395t– u’—t —’ t–e Nat—o’al Pa”k Se”v—ce.[2] T–e
‘o’u‘e’tal ‘e‘o”—al —s located at t–e ’o”t–west co”’e”
of t–e T—dal Bas—’ ’ea” t–e F”a’kl—’ Dela’o Roosevelt
Me‘o”—al, o’ a s—g–tl—’e l—’k—’g t–e L—’col’ Me‘o”—al to
t–e ’o”t–west a’d t–e Jeាe”so’ Me‘o”—al to t–e sout–-
east. T–e oឹc—al add”ess of t–e ‘o’u‘e’t, 1964 I’-
depe’de’ce Ave’ue, S.W., co‘‘e‘o”ates t–e yea” t–e
C—v—l R—g–ts Act of 1964 beca‘e law.[3]

Cove”—’g fou” ac”es a’d —’clud—’g a g”a’—te statue of K—’g
by sculpto” Le— Y—x—’, t–e ‘e‘o”—al ope’ed to t–e pub-
l—c o’ August 22, 2011, afte” ‘o”e t–a’ two decades
of pla’’—’g, fu’d-”a—s—’g a’d co’st”uct—o’.[4][5] A ce”e-
‘o’y ded—cat—’g t–eMe‘o”—al was sc–eduled fo” Su’day,
August 28, 2011, t–e 48t– a’’—ve”sa”y of t–e "I Have a
D”ea‘" speec– t–at D”. Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. del—v-
e”ed f”o‘ t–e steps of t–e L—’col’ Me‘o”—al —’ 1963[6]

but was postpo’ed u’t—l Octobe” 16 (t–e 16t– a’’—ve”sa”y
of t–e 1995M—ll—o’Ma’Ma”c– o’ t–eNat—o’alMall) due
to Hu””—ca’e I”e’e.[7][8][9]

Alt–oug– t–—s —s ’ot t–e ិ”st ‘e‘o”—al to a’ Af”—ca’
A‘e”—ca’ —’ Was–—’gto’, D.C., K—’g —s t–e ិ”st Af”—ca’
A‘e”—ca’ –o’o”ed w—t– a ‘e‘o”—al o’ o” ’ea” t–e Na-
t—o’al Mall a’d o’ly t–e fou”t– ’o’-P”es—de’t to be
‘e‘o”—al—zed —’ suc– a way. T–e K—’g Me‘o”—al —s ad-
‘—’—ste”ed by t–e Nat—o’al Pa”k Se”v—ce (NPS).

5.1 Context

Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g, J”. (Ja’ua”y 15, 1929 ཊ Ap”—l 4,
1968), a’ A‘e”—ca’ cle”gy‘a’, act—v—st, a’d p”o‘—’e’t
leade” —’ t–e Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ C—v—l R—g–ts Move‘e’t,
was a’ —co’—c ិgu”e —’ t–e adva’ce‘e’t of c—v—l ”—g–ts —’
t–e U’—ted States a’d a”ou’d t–e wo”ld, a’d advocated
fo” us—’g ’o’v—ole’t ”es—sta’ce, —’sp—”ed by Ma–at‘a
Ga’d–—.[10] Alt–oug– du”—’g –—s l—fe –e was ‘o’—to”ed

Delivering the ࣜI Have a Dreamࣝ speech at the 1963 Washington,

D.C. Civil Rights March.

by t–e FBI fo” p”esu‘ed co‘‘u’—st sy‘pat–—es, K—’g —s
’ow p”ese’ted as a –e”o—c leade” —’ t–e –—sto”y of ‘ode”’
A‘e”—ca’ l—be”al—s‘.[11][12]

At t–e 1963 Ma”c– o’ Was–—’gto’ fo” Jobs a’d F”ee-
do‘, K—’g —‘ag—’ed a’ e’d to ”ac—al —’e“ual—ty —’ –—s "I
Have a D”ea‘" speec–.[13] T–—s speec– –as bee’ ca’o’-
—zed as o’e of t–e g”eatest p—eces of A‘e”—ca’ o”ato”y.[14]

I’ 1964, K—’g beca‘e t–e you’gest pe”so’ to ”ece—ve t–e
Nobel Peace P”—ze fo” –—s wo”k to e’d ”ac—al seg”egat—o’
a’d ”ac—al d—sc”—‘—’at—o’ t–”oug– c—v—l d—sobed—e’ce a’d
ot–e” ’o’v—ole’t ‘ea’s.[15]

At t–e t—‘e of –—s deat–, –e –ad ”efocused –—s eាo”ts
o’ e’d—’g pove”ty a’d stopp—’g t–e V—et’a‘ Wa”.[16][17]

K—’g was back—’g t–e Me‘p–—s Sa’—tat—o’ St”—ke a’d
o”ga’—z—’g a ‘ass occupat—o’ of Was–—’gto’, D.C. ཊ
t–e Poo” Peopleཐs Ca‘pa—g’[18] ཊ w–e’ –e was k—lled —’
Me‘p–—s, Te’’essee, o’ Ap”—l 4, 1968.[19]
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5.2 Vision statement

T–e oឹc—al v—s—o’ state‘e’t fo” t–e K—’gMe‘o”—al ’otes:

Ha””y E. Jo–’so’, t–e P”es—de’t a’d C–—ef Execut—ve Of-
ិce” of t–e ‘e‘o”—al fou’dat—o’, added t–ese wo”ds —’ a
lette” posted o’ t–e ‘e‘o”—alཐs webs—te:

5.3 Project proposal

Memorial site, shown in relation to areas including the National

Mall, West Potomac Park, and the Tidal Basin

T–e ‘e‘o”—al —s a ”esult of a’ ea”ly eាo”t of Alp–a P–—
Alp–a f”ate”’—ty to e”ect a ‘o’u‘e’t to K—’g.[22] K—’g
was a ‘e‘be” of t–e f”ate”’—ty, —’—t—ated —’to t–e o”ga’—-
zat—o’ v—a S—g‘a C–apte” o’ Ju’e 22, 1952,[23] w–—le –e
was atte’d—’g Bosto’ U’—ve”s—ty.[24] K—’g ”e‘a—’ed —’-
volved w—t– t–e f”ate”’—ty afte” t–e co‘plet—o’ of –—s stud-
—es, —’clud—’g del—ve”—’g t–e key’ote speec– at t–e f”ate”-
’—tyཐs 50t– a’’—ve”sa”y ba’“uet —’ 1956.[24] I’ 1968, af-
te” K—’gཐs assass—’at—o’, Alp–a P–— Alp–a p”oposed e”ect-
—’g a pe”‘a’e’t ‘e‘o”—al to K—’g —’ Was–—’gto’, D.C.
T–e f”ate”’—tyཐs eាo”ts ga—’ed ‘o‘e’tu‘ —’ 1986, afte”
K—’gཐs b—”t–day was des—g’ated a ’at—o’al –ol—day.[25]

I’ 1996, t–e U’—ted States Co’g”ess aut–o”—zed t–e
Sec”eta”y of t–e I’te”—o” to pe”‘—t Alp–a P–— Alp–a to es-
tabl—s– a ‘e‘o”—al o’ Depa”t‘e’t of I’te”—o” la’ds —’ t–e
D—st”—ct of Colu‘b—a, g—v—’g t–e f”ate”’—ty u’t—l Nove‘-
be” 2003 to ”a—se $100 ‘—ll—o’ a’d b”eak g”ou’d. I’
1998, Co’g”ess aut–o”—zed t–e f”ate”’—ty to establ—s– a
fou’dat—o’ཋt–e Was–—’gto’, D.C. Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g,
J”. Nat—o’al Me‘o”—al P”oject Fou’dat—o’ཋto ‘a’age
t–e ‘e‘o”—alཐs fu’d”a—s—’g a’d des—g’, a’d app”oved t–e
bu—ld—’g of t–e ‘e‘o”—al o’ t–e Nat—o’al Mall. I’ 1999,
t–e U’—ted States Co‘‘—ss—o’ of F—’e A”ts (CFA) a’d
t–e Nat—o’al Cap—tal Pla’’—’g Co‘‘—ss—o’ (NCPC) ap-
p”oved t–e s—te locat—o’ fo” t–e ‘e‘o”—al.

T–e ‘e‘o”—alཐs des—g’, by ROMA Des—g’ G”oup, a Sa’
F”a’c—sco-based a”c–—tectu”e ិ”‘, was selected out of
900 ca’d—dates f”o‘ 52 cou’t”—es. O’ Dece‘be” 4,

2000, a ‘a”ble a’d b”o’ze pla“ue was la—d by Alp–a P–—
Alp–a to ded—cate t–e s—te w–e”e t–e ‘e‘o”—al was to
be bu—lt.[26] Soo’ t–e”eafte”, a full-t—‘e fu’d”a—s—’g tea‘
bega’ t–e fu’d”a—s—’g a’d p”o‘ot—o’al ca‘pa—g’ fo” t–e
‘e‘o”—al. A ce”e‘o’—al g”ou’db”eak—’g fo” t–e ‘e‘o-
”—al was –eld o’ Nove‘be” 13, 2006, —’ West Poto‘ac
Pa”k.

I’ August 2008, t–e fou’dat—o’ཐs leade”s est—‘ated t–e
‘e‘o”—al would take 20 ‘o’t–s to co‘plete w—t– a total
cost of $120 ‘—ll—o’ USD.[27] As of Dece‘be” 2008, t–e
fou’dat—o’ –ad ”a—sed app”ox—‘ately $108 ‘—ll—o’,[28] —’-
clud—’g substa’t—al co’t”—but—o’s f”o‘ suc– do’o”s as t–e
B—ll a’d Mel—’da Gates Fou’dat—o’,[27] T–e Walt D—s’ey
Co‘pa’y Fou’dat—o’, t–e Nat—o’al Assoc—at—o’ of Re-
alto”s,[29] a’d ិl‘‘ake” Geo”ge Lucas. T–e ិgu”e also
—’cludes $10 ‘—ll—o’ —’ ‘atc–—’g fu’ds p”ov—ded by t–e
U’—ted States Co’g”ess.

I’ Octobe” 2009, t–e ‘e‘o”—alཐs ិ’al p”oject was ap-
p”oved by fede”al age’c—es a’d a bu—ld—’g pe”‘—t was
—ssued.[30] Co’st”uct—o’ bega’ —’ Dece‘be” 2009[31] a’d
was expected to take 20 ‘o’t–s to co‘plete.[32] T–e
fou’dat—o’ co’ducted a p”ess tou” o’ Dece‘be” 1, 2010,
as t–e ནSto’e of Hopeཔ was ’ea”—’g co‘plet—o’. At t–at
t—‘e o’ly $108 ‘—ll—o’ of t–e $120 ‘—ll—o’ p”oject cost
–ad bee’ ”a—sed.[33]

5.4 Description

5.4.1 Location

T–e st”eet add”ess fo” t–e‘e‘o”—al —s 1964 I’depe’de’ce
Ave’ue SW —’Was–—’gto’, D.C. T–e add”ess ན1964པ was
c–ose’ as a d—”ect ”efe”e’ce to t–e 1964 C—v—l R—g–ts Act,
a ‘—lesto’e —’ t–e C—v—l R—g–ts Move‘e’t —’ w–—c– K—’g
played a’ —‘po”ta’t ”ole.[3] T–e ‘e‘o”—al —s located o’
a 4-ac”e (1.6 –a) s—te —’ West Poto‘ac Pa”k t–at bo”de”s
t–e T—dal Bas—’, sout–west of t–e Nat—o’al Mall.[3] T–e
‘e‘o”—al —s ’ea” t–e F”a’kl—’ Dela’o Roosevelt Me‘o-
”—al a’d —s —’te’ded to c”eate a v—sual ནl—’e of leade”s–—pཔ
f”o‘ t–e L—’col’Me‘o”—al, o’ w–ose steps K—’g gave –—s
"I Have a D”ea‘" speec– at t–e Ma”c– o’Was–—’gto’, to
t–e Jeាe”so’ Me‘o”—al.[3][6]

5.4.2 Structure

T–e ce’te”p—ece fo” t–e ‘e‘o”—al —s based o’ a l—’e f”o‘
K—’gཐs ནI Have A D”ea‘པ speec–: ནOut of a ‘ou’ta—’
of despa—”, a sto’e of –ope.པ[34] A 30 feet (9.1 ‘)-–—g–
”el—ef of K—’g ’a‘ed t–e ནSto’e of Hopeཔ sta’ds past
two ot–e” p—eces of g”a’—te t–at sy‘bol—ze t–e ན‘ou’-
ta—’ of despa—”.པ[34] V—s—to”s ិgu”at—vely ནpass t–”oug–པ
t–eMou’ta—’ of Despa—” o’ t–e way to t–e Sto’e of Hope,
sy‘bol—cally ན‘ov—’g t–”oug– t–e st”uggle as D”. K—’g
d—d du”—’g –—s l—fe.པ[35]
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A 450 feet (140 ‘)-lo’g —’sc”—pt—o’ wall —’cludes ex-
ce”pts f”o‘ ‘a’y of K—’gཐs se”‘o’s a’d speec–es.[5]

O’ t–—s c”esce’t-s–aped g”a’—te wall, fou”tee’ of K—’gཐs
“uotes a”e —’sc”—bed, t–e ea”l—est f”o‘ t–e t—‘e of t–e
1955 Mo’tgo‘e”y Bus Boycott —’ Alaba‘a, a’d t–e lat-
est f”o‘ –—s ិ’al se”‘o’, del—ve”ed —’ 1968 at Was–—’g-
to’, D.C.'s Nat—o’al Cat–ed”al, just fou” days befo”e –—s
assass—’at—o’.[35]

T–e ”el—ef of K—’g —s —’te’ded to g—ve t–e —‘p”ess—o’ t–at
–e —s look—’g ove” t–e T—dal Bas—’ towa”d t–e –o”—zo’, a’d
t–at t–e c–e””y t”ees t–at ནado”’ t–e s—teཔ w—ll bloo‘ eve”y
yea” du”—’g t–e a’’—ve”sa”y of K—’gཐs deat–.[36]

T–—s ‘e‘o”—al —s ’ot t–e ិ”st —’ Was–—’gto’, D.C., to
–o’o” a’ Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’, as o’e al”eady ex—sts fo”
Ma”y McLeod Bet–u’e, fou’de” of t–e Nat—o’al Cou’c—l
of Neg”o Wo‘e’, w–o also se”ved as a’ u’oឹc—al adv—-
so” to P”es—de’t F”a’kl—’ D. Roosevelt.[37] A 17 feet (5.2
‘)-tall b”o’ze statue of –e” —s located —’ L—’col’ Pa”k,
East Cap—tol St. a’d 12t– St., NE.[37] T–e K—’g Me‘o-
”—al —s t–e ិ”st ‘e‘o”—al to a’ Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’ o’ o”
’ea” t–e Nat—o’al Mall.[37]

T–e ‘e‘o”—al —s t–e fou”t– t–at co‘‘e‘o”ates a ’o’-
U’—ted States p”es—de’t t–at —s located o’ o” ’ea” t–e
Nat—o’al Mall.[38] T–e ot–e”s —’clude t–e Geo”ge Ma-
so’ Me‘o”—al, –o’o”—’g Geo”ge Maso’, aut–o” of t–e
V—”g—’—a Decla”at—o’ of R—g–ts (t–e bas—s fo” t–e U.S.
Co’st—tut—o’ཐs B—ll of R—g–ts), ’ea” t–e T–o‘as Jeាe”-
so’ Me‘o”—al; t–e Jo–’ E”—csso’ Me‘o”—al, e”ected to
–o’o” Jo–’ E”—csso’,[39] t–e Swed—s–-bo”’ e’g—’ee” a’d
—’ve’to” w–o des—g’ed t–e USS Monitor du”—’g t–e C—v—l
Wa”; a’d t–e Jo–’ Paul Jo’es Me‘o”—al, e”ected —’ 1912
’ea” t–e T—dal Bas—’ —’ ‘e‘o”y of Jo–’ Paul Jo’es, t–e
Scott—s–-bo”’ A‘e”—ca’ ’aval –e”o w–o se”ved du”—’g t–e
A‘e”—ca’ Revolut—o’.[38][40]

5.4.3 Inscriptions

Sculpto” Le— Y—x—’'s s—g’atu”e o’ t–e ‘e‘o”—al

5.4.4 The Inscription Wall

Fou”tee’ “uotes f”o‘ K—’gཐs speec–es, se”‘o’s, a’d
w”—t—’gs a”e —’sc”—bed o’ t–e I’sc”—pt—o’ Wall.[41] T–e
ནCou’c—l of H—sto”—a’sཔ c”eated to c–oose t–e “uota-
t—o’s —’cluded D”. Maya A’gelou, Le”o’e Be’’ett, D”.
Claybo”’e Ca”so’, D”. He’”y Lou—s Gates, Ma”—a’’e
W—ll—a‘so’ a’d ot–e”s,[42][43] t–oug– t–e ‘e‘o”—alཐs ex-
ecut—ve a”c–—tect stated t–at Maya A’gelou d—d ’ot atte’d
t–e ‘eet—’gs at w–—c– t–e “uotat—o’s we”e selected.[44]

Acco”d—’g to t–e oិc—al Nat—o’al Pa”k Se”v—ce b”oc–u”e
fo” t–e Me‘o”—al, t–e —’sc”—pt—o’s t–at we”e c–ose’
ནst”ess fou” p”—‘a”y ‘essages of D”. K—’g: just—ce,
de‘oc”acy, –ope, a’d love.པ[45]

T–e ea”l—est “uote —s f”o‘ 1955, spoke’ du”—’g t–e t—‘e
of t–e Mo’tgo‘e”y Bus Boycott, a’d t–e latest —s f”o‘ a
se”‘o’K—’g del—ve”ed at t–eNat—o’al Cat–ed”al —’Was–-
—’gto’, D.C., fou” days befo”e –e was assass—’ated.[35]

T–e “uotes a”e ’ot a””a’ged —’ c–”o’olog—cal o”de”, so
t–at ’o v—s—to” ‘ust follow a ནdeិ’ed pat–པ to follow t–e
“uotat—o’s, —’stead be—’g able to sta”t ”ead—’g at a’y po—’t
–e o” s–e‘—g–t c–oose.[35] Because t–e‘a—’ t–e‘e of t–e
Me‘o”—al —s l—’ked to K—’gཐs fa‘ous ནI Have a D”ea‘པ
speec–, ’o’e of t–e “uotat—o’s o’ t–e I’sc”—pt—o’ Wall
co‘e f”o‘ t–at speec–.[35]

T–e select—o’ of “uotes was a’’ou’ced at a spec—al
eve’t at t–e Nat—o’al Bu—ld—’g Museu‘ o’ Feb”ua”y 9,
2007 (at t–e sa‘e t—‘e t–e —de’t—ty of t–e sculpto” was
”evealed).[46] T–e fou”tee’ “uotes o’ t–e I’sc”—pt—o’ Wall
a”e:[41]

• ནWe s–all ove”co‘e because t–e a”c of t–e ‘o”al
u’—ve”se —s lo’g, but —t be’ds towa”ds just—ce.པ
(Ma”c– 31, 1968, Nat—o’al Cat–ed”al, Was–—’gto’,
D.C.)

• ནDa”k’ess ca’’ot d”—ve out da”k’ess, o’ly l—g–t ca’
do t–at. Hate ca’’ot d”—ve out –ate, o’ly love ca’ do
t–at.པ (1963, St”e’gt– to Love)

• ནI bel—eve t–at u’a”‘ed t”ut– a’d u’co’d—t—o’al love
w—ll –ave t–e ិ’al wo”d —’ ”eal—ty. T–—s —s w–y
”—g–t, te‘po”a”—ly defeated, —s st”o’ge” t–a’ ev—l t”—-
u‘p–a’t.པ (Dece‘be” 10, 1964, Oslo, No”way)
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• ནMake a ca”ee” of –u‘a’—ty. Co‘‘—t you”self to
t–e ’oble st”uggle fo” e“ual ”—g–ts. You w—ll ‘ake a
g”eate” pe”so’ of you”self, a g”eate” ’at—o’ of you”
cou’t”y, a’d a ិ’e” wo”ld to l—ve —’.པ (Ap”—l 18,
1959, Was–—’gto’, D.C.)

• ནI oppose t–e wa” —’ V—et’a‘ because I love A‘e”-
—ca. I speak out aga—’st —t ’ot —’ a’ge” but w—t– a’x—-
ety a’d so””ow —’ ‘y –ea”t, a’d above all w—t– a pas-
s—o’ate des—”e to see ou” beloved cou’t”y sta’d as a
‘o”al exa‘ple of t–e wo”ld.པ (Feb”ua”y 25, 1967,
Los A’geles, Cal—fo”’—a)

• ནIf we a”e to –ave peace o’ ea”t–, ou” loyalt—es ‘ust
beco‘e ecu‘e’—cal ”at–e” t–a’ sect—o’al. Ou” loy-
alt—es ‘ust t”a’sce’d ou” ”ace, ou” t”—be, ou” class,
a’d ou” ’at—o’; a’d t–—s ‘ea’s we ‘ust develop a
wo”ld pe”spect—ve.པ (Dece‘be” 24, 1967, Atla’ta,
Geo”g—a)

• ནI’just—ce a’yw–e”e —s a t–”eat to just—ce eve”yw–e”e.
We a”e caug–t —’ a’ —’escapable ’etwo”k of ‘utu-
al—ty, t—ed —’ a s—’gle ga”‘e’t of dest—’y. W–ateve”
aាects o’e d—”ectly, aាects all —’d—”ectly.པ (Ap”—l 16,
1963, B—”‘—’g–a‘, Alaba‘a)

• ནI –ave t–e audac—ty to bel—eve t–at peoples eve”y-
w–e”e ca’ –ave t–”ee ‘eals a day fo” t–e—” bod—es,
educat—o’ a’d cultu”e fo” t–e—” ‘—’ds, a’d d—g’—ty,
e“ual—ty a’d f”eedo‘ fo” t–e—” sp—”—ts.པ (Dece‘be”
10, 1964, Oslo, No”way)

• ནIt —s ’ot e’oug– to say ནWe‘ust ’ot wage wa”.པ It —s
’ecessa”y to love peace a’d sac”—ិce fo” —t. We ‘ust
co’ce’t”ate ’ot ‘e”ely o’ t–e ’egat—ve expuls—o’ of
wa”, but o’ t–e pos—t—ve aឹ”‘at—o’ of peace.པ (De-
ce‘be” 24, 1967, Atla’ta, Geo”g—a)

• ནT–e ult—‘ate ‘easu”e of a ‘a’ —s ’ot w–e”e –e
sta’ds —’ ‘o‘e’ts of co‘fo”t a’d co’ve’—e’ce, but
w–e”e –e sta’ds at t—‘es of c–alle’ge a’d co’t”o-
ve”sy.པ (Feb”ua”y 25, 1967, Los A’geles, Cal—fo”-
’—a)

• ནEve”y ’at—o’ ‘ust ’ow develop a’ ove””—d—’g loy-
alty to ‘a’k—’d as a w–ole —’ o”de” to p”ese”ve t–e
best —’ t–e—” —’d—v—dual soc—et—es.པ (Ap”—l 4, 1967,
R—ve”s—de C–u”c–, Ma’–atta’, New Yo”k)

• ནWe a”e dete”‘—’ed –e”e —’ Mo’tgo‘e”y to wo”k
a’d ិg–t u’t—l just—ce ”u’s dow’ l—ke wate”, a’d
”—g–teous’ess l—ke a ‘—g–ty st”ea‘.པ (Dece‘be” 5,
1955, Mo’tgo‘e”y, Alaba‘a)

• ནWe ‘ust co‘e to see t–at t–e e’d we seek —s a so-
c—ety at peace w—t– —tself, a soc—ety t–at ca’ l—ve w—t–
—ts co’sc—e’ce.པ (Ap”—l 16, 1963, B—”‘—’g–a‘, Al-
aba‘a)

• ནT”ue peace —s ’ot ‘e”ely t–e abse’ce of te’s—o’:
—t —s t–e p”ese’ce of just—ce.པ (Ap”—l 16, 1963,
B—”‘—’g–a‘, Alaba‘a)

So‘e of K—’gཐs wo”ds ”eីected —’ t–ese “uotat—o’s a”e
based o’ ot–e” sou”ces, —’clud—’g t–e B—ble, a’d —’ o’e
caseཋ"t–e a”c of t–e ‘o”al u’—ve”seཔ “uoteཋ pa”a-
p–”ases t–e wo”ds of T–eodo”e Pa”ke”, a’ abol—t—o’—st a’d
U’—ta”—a’ ‘—’—ste”, w–o d—ed s–o”tly befo”e t–e beg—’’—’g
of t–e C—v—l Wa”.[47][48][49]

5.4.5 Inscriptions on the Stone of Hope

I’ add—t—o’ to t–e fou”tee’ “uotat—o’s o’ t–e I’sc”—pt—o’
Wall, eac– s—de of t–e Sto’e of Hope —’cludes a’ add—-
t—o’al state‘e’t att”—buted to K—’g.[44] T–e ិ”st, f”o‘ t–e
ནI Have a D”ea‘པ speec–, —s ནOut of t–e Mou’ta—’ of
Despa—”, a Sto’e of Hopeཔཋt–e “uotat—o’ t–at se”ves as
t–e bas—s fo” t–e ‘o’u‘e’tཐs des—g’.[44] T–e wo”ds o’ t–e
ot–e” s—de of t–e sto’e used to ”ead, ནIWas a D”u‘Majo”
fo” Just—ce, Peace, a’d R—g–teous’essཔ, w–—c– —s a pa”a-
p–”ased ve”s—o’ of a lo’ge” “uote by K—’g: ནIf you wa’t
to say t–at I was a d”u‘ ‘ajo”, say t–at I was a d”u‘ ‘a-
jo” fo” just—ce. Say t–at I was a d”u‘ ‘ajo” fo” peace. I
was a d”u‘ ‘ajo” fo” ”—g–teous’ess. A’d all of t–e ot–e”
s–allow t–—’gs w—ll ’ot ‘atte”.པ T–e ‘e‘o”—alཐs use of
t–e pa”ap–”ased ve”s—o’ of t–e “uote was c”—t—c—zed,[44][50]

a’d was ”e‘oved —’ August 2013.[51]

5.5 Artists

A”t—sts —’volved —’ t–e des—g’ a’d co’st”uct—o’ of t–e
‘e‘o”—al —’clude:[52]

• Maste” Le— Y—x—’, sculpto”

• N—c–olas Be’so’, I’sc”—pt—o’ des—g’e” a’d sto’e
ca”ve”

• Bob F—tc–, SCLC Staា P–otog”ap–e”, w–ose p–oto
—‘age of D”. K—’g —’ –—s oឹce —’ f”o’t of a p–o-
tog”ap– of Mo–a’das Ga’d–— was t–e bas—s fo” t–e
‘o’u‘e’t

• Dev”aux a’d Pu”’ell/ROMA Des—g’ G”oup Jo—’t
Ve’tu”es

• McK—ssack a’d McK—ssack/Tu”’e” Co’st”uct—o’
Co‘pa’y/To‘pk—’s Bu—lde”s, I’c./G—lfo”d Co”po-
”at—o’ Jo—’t Ve’tu”es

5.6 Opening, dedication, and ad-
ministration

T–e ‘e‘o”—al ope’ed to v—s—to”s befo”e —ts pla’’ed ded-
—cat—o’, w—t– v—s—t—’g –ou”s o’ August 22ཊ25, 2011.[53]

T–e oឹc—al ded—cat—o’ was —’—t—ally sc–eduled to –ave
take’ place at 11 a‘ Su’day August 28. T–e ded—cat—o’
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Sheryl Crow with Stevie Wonder at the dedication concert

Hats given to attendees at the dedication ceremony

Aretha Franklin speaks to the crowd at the dedication of the Dr.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial. At right Vice President Joseph

Biden, his wife Dr. Jill Biden, and President Obama

was to follow a p”e-ded—cat—o’ co’ce”t at 10 a‘.[5] Apost-
ded—cat—o’ co’ce”t was sc–eduled fo” 2 p‘.[5] Howeve”,
o’ August 25, t–e eve’tཐs o”ga’—ze”s postpo’ed ‘ost Sat-
u”day a’d Su’day act—v—t—es because of safety co’ce”’s
”elated to Hu””—ca’e I”e’e, w–—c– was expected to —‘-
pact t–e Was–—’gto’ a”ea du”—’g t–e weeke’d.[54][55][56]

T–e o”ga’—ze”s subse“ue’tly ”esc–eduled t–e ded—cat—o’
to Octobe” 16, 2011, t–e 16t– a’’—ve”sa”y of t–e 1995
M—ll—o’ Ma’ Ma”c– o’ t–e Nat—o’al Mall.[8][9]

Befo”e t–e eve’tཐs postpo’e‘e’t, P”es—de’t Ba”ack
Oba‘a was expected to del—ve” ”e‘a”ks at t–e ded—ca-
t—o’ ce”e‘o’y. A”et–a F”a’kl—’ a’d Stev—e Wo’de” we”e
sc–eduled to pe”fo”‘.[57] Ma’y ot–e” —’d—v—duals we”e
also expected to pa”t—c—pate —’ t–e eve’t, —’clud—’g ‘e‘-
be”s of t–e K—’g fa‘—ly; c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”s Jo–’ Lew—s,
Jesse Jackso’, a’d A’d”ewYou’g; acto” Ja‘—e Foxx; a’d
ិl‘‘ake” Geo”ge Lucas.[57] As ‘a’y as 250,000 people
we”e p”ed—cted to atte’d t–e ded—cat—o’.[57]

I’ add—t—o’ to t–e August 28 ce”e‘o’y a’d co’ce”ts, a’
—’te”fa—t– p”aye” se”v—ce was sc–eduled to take place at
t–e Was–—’gto’ Nat—o’al Cat–ed”al o’ August 27, as well
as a day-lo’g yout– eve’t a’d gala/p”e-ded—cat—o’ d—’’e”
at t–e Was–—’gto’, D.C. Co’ve’t—o’ Ce’te”, also o’ t–e
27t–.[57] Howeve”, t–e p”aye” se”v—ce was ‘oved to t–e
Bas—l—ca of t–e Nat—o’al S–”—’e of t–e I‘‘aculate Co’-
cept—o’ —’ ’o”t–east Was–—’gto’ afte” t–e 2011 V—”g—’—a
ea”t–“uake da‘aged t–e Cat–ed”al o’ August 23.[58]

Alt–oug– t–e ded—cat—o’ ce”e‘o’y d—d ’ot take place
o’ August 28, t–e ‘e‘o”—al oឹc—ally beca‘e a U’—ted
States ’at—o’al pa”k o’ t–at day. T–e Nat—o’al Pa”k Se”-
v—ce –as ad‘—’—ste”ed t–e ‘e‘o”—al s—’ce —t ope’ed, a’d
assu‘es ”espo’s—b—l—ty fo” t–e ‘e‘o”—alཐs ope”at—o’ a’d
‘a—’te’a’ce.[59] O’ August 28, Bob Vogel, supe”—’te’-
de’t of t–e Nat—o’al Mall a’d Me‘o”—al Pa”ks u’—t of t–e
Nat—o’al Pa”k Se”v—ce p”ocla—‘ed:

T–e ”esc–eduled ded—cat—o’ o’ Octobe” 16 was a s‘alle”
aាa—” t–a’ t–e o’e t–at o”ga’—ze”s –ad pla’’ed fo” August
28. P”es—de’t Oba‘a, F—”st Lady M—c–elle Oba‘a, V—ce
P”es—de’t Joe B—de’, Co’g”esswo‘a’Na’cy Pelos—, Co’-
g”ess‘a’ Jo–’ Lew—s, Co’g”ess‘a’ El—ja– Cu‘‘—’gs
a’d fo”‘e” Co’g”ess‘a’Walte” E. Fau’t”oy we”e a‘o’g
t–e ‘o”e t–a’ 10,000 people t–at atte’ded t–e eve’t,
w–—c– occu””ed o’ a te‘pe”ate day.[60][61] Oba‘a gave
a key’ote add”ess t–at l—’ked t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts ‘ove‘e’t
to –—s ow’ pol—t—cal st”uggles du”—’g t–e late-2000s ”e-
cess—o’).[60] Jesse Jackso’, A’d”ew You’g, Al S–a”p-
to’ a’d Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g III also spoke du”—’g t–e
ce”e‘o’y.[61] A”et–a F”a’kl—’, Stev—e Wo’de”, S–e”yl
C”ow, Ja‘es Taylo”, Je’’—fe” Hol—day a’d Sweet Ho’ey
—’ t–e Rock pe”fo”‘ed.[62]

5.6.1 President’s remarks

At t–e ce”e‘o’y, P”es—de’t Oba‘aཐs key’ote add”ess —’-
cluded t–e follow—’g ”e‘a”ks:[64]

5.7 Reception

5.7.1 Fees to King family

I’ 2001, t–e fou’dat—o’ཐs eាo”ts to bu—ld t–e ‘e‘o”—al
we”e stalled because I’tellectual P”ope”t—es Ma’age‘e’t
I’c., a’ o”ga’—zat—o’ ope”ated by K—’gཐs fa‘—ly, wa’ted
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t–e fou’dat—o’ to pay l—ce’s—’g fees to use –—s ’a‘e a’d
l—ke’ess —’ ‘a”ket—’g ca‘pa—g’s. T–e ‘e‘o”—alཐs fou’-
dat—o’, beset by delays a’d a la’gu—d pace of do’at—o’s,
stated t–at ནt–e last t–—’g —t ’eeds —s to pay a’ o’e”ous
fee to t–e K—’g fa‘—ly.པ Josep– Lowe”y, past p”es—de’t of
t–e K—’g-fou’ded Sout–e”’ C–”—st—a’ Leade”s–—p Co’fe”-
e’ce stated —’ The Washington Post, ནIf ’obodyཐs go—’g to
‘ake ‘o’ey oា of —t, w–y s–ould a’yo’e get a fee?"[65]

Ca‘b”—dge U’—ve”s—ty –—sto”—a’ Dav—d Ga””ow, w–o wo’
a Pul—tze” P”—ze fo” Bearing The Cross, –—s b—og”ap–y of
K—’g, sa—d of K—’gཐs fa‘—lyཐs be–av—o”, ནO’e would t–—’k
a’y fa‘—ly would be so t–”—lled to –ave t–e—” fo”efat–e”
celeb”ated a’d ‘e‘o”—al—zed —’ D.C. t–at —t would ’eve”
daw’ o’ t–e‘ to ask fo” a pe’’y.པ He added t–at K—’g
would –ave bee’ ནabsolutely sca’dal—zed by t–e p”oិtee”-
—’g be–av—o” of –—s c–—ld”e’.པ[66] T–e fa‘—ly pledged t–at
a’y ‘o’ey de”—ved would go back to t–e K—’g Ce’te”ཐs
c–a”—table eាo”ts.[30][67]

T–e fou’dat—o’ –as pa—d va”—ous fees to t–e K—’g fa‘-
—lyཐs I’tellectual P”ope”t—es Ma’age‘e’t I’c., —’clud—’g
a ‘a’age‘e’t fee of $71,700 —’ 2003.[68] I’ 2009, t–e
Assoc—ated P”ess ”evealed t–at t–e K—’g fa‘—ly –ad ’ego-
t—ated a’ $800,000 l—ce’s—’g deal w—t– t–e fou’dat—o’ fo”
t–e use of K—’gཐs wo”ds a’d —‘age —’ fu’d”a—s—’g ‘ate”—-
als fo” t–e ‘e‘o”—al.[69]

5.7.2 Conflicts between federal agencies

Fu”t–e” delay was e’cou’te”ed —’ 2008, due to a d—s-
ag”ee‘e’t betwee’ t–e t–”ee fede”al age’c—es t–at ‘ust
app”ove t–e ‘e‘o”—al. T–e ‘e‘o”—al des—g’ t–at was
app”oved by t–e CFA a’d t–e NCPC was ’ot app”oved
by t–e NPS, due to secu”—ty co’ce”’s. T–e NPS —’-
s—sted upo’ t–e —’clus—o’ of a ba””—e” t–at would p”e-
ve’t a ve–—cle f”o‘ c”as–—’g —’to t–e ‘e‘o”—al a”ea.
Howeve”, w–e’ t–e o”—g—’al des—g’ was sub‘—tted to t–e
ot–e” two age’c—es, —’clud—’g suc– a ba””—e”, t–e CFA
a’d t–e NCPC ”ejected t–e ba””—e” as be—’g ”est”—ct—ve
—’ ’atu”e, w–—c– would ”u’ cou’te” to K—’gཐs p–—losop–y
of f”eedo‘ a’d ope’’ess.[70] Eve’tually, a co‘p”o‘—se
was ”eac–ed, w–—c– —’volved t–e use of la’dscap—’g to
‘ake t–e secu”—ty ba””—e”s appea” less —’t”us—ve upo’ t–e
a”ea.[71] T–e co‘p”o‘—se pla’ was app”oved —’ Octobe”
2009,[71] clea”—’g t–e way fo” co’st”uct—o’ of t–e ‘e‘o-
”—al to beg—’.[30]

T–e NCPC d—sapp”oved t–e des—g’ a’d locat—o’ of t–e
p”oposed do’o” wall w—t–—’ t–e ‘e‘o”—als v—s—to” ce’te”
—’ Septe‘be” 2010. T–e —’clus—o’ of t–e do’o” wall v—o-
lates t–e Co‘‘e‘o”at—veWo”ks Act (40 U.S.C. 8905) as
a‘e’ded, as well as t–e Co‘‘—ss—o’ཐs pol—c—es o’ do’o”
”ecog’—t—o’.[72] T–e ”eleva’t sect—o’ of t–e Co‘‘e‘o”a-
t—ve Wo”ks Act states t–at ནco’t”—but—o’s to co‘‘e‘o-
”at—ve wo”ks s–all ’ot be ack’owledged —’ a’y ‘a’’e” as
pa”t of t–e co‘‘e‘o”at—ve wo”k o” —ts s—te.པ[73]

The controversial ࣜdonor wallࣝ

5.7.3 Design choices

Sculptor and laborers

It was a’’ou’ced —’ Ja’ua”y 2007 t–at Le— Y—x—’, a’
a”t—st f”o‘ t–e Peopleཐs Republ—c of C–—’a, would sculpt
t–e ce’te”p—ece of t–e ‘e‘o”—al, —’clud—’g t–e statue
of K—’g[74] a’d t–e ནSto’e of Hopeཔ. T–e co‘‘—ss—o’
was c”—t—c—zed by –u‘a’ ”—g–ts act—v—st Ha””y Wu o’ t–e
g”ou’ds t–at Le— –ad sculptedMao Zedo’g. It also st—””ed
accusat—o’s t–at —t was based o’ ិ’a’c—al co’s—de”at—o’s,
because t–e C–—’ese gove”’‘e’t would ‘ake a $25 ‘—l-
l—o’ do’at—o’ to –elp ‘eet t–e p”ojected s–o”tfall —’ do’a-
t—o’s. T–e p”es—de’t of t–e ‘e‘o”—alཐs fou’dat—o’, Ha””y
E. Jo–’so’, w–o ិ”st ‘et Le— —’ a sculpt—’g wo”ks–op —’
Sa—’t Paul, M—’’esota, stated t–at t–e ិ’al select—o’ was
do’e by a ‘ostly Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’ des—g’ tea‘ a’d was
based solely o’ a”t—st—c ab—l—ty.[75]

G—lbe”t You’g, a’ a”t—st k’ow’ fo” a wo”k of a”t e’t—-
tled He Ain't Heavy, led a p”otest aga—’st t–e dec—s—o’ to
–—”e Le— by lau’c–—’g t–e webs—te King Is Ours, w–—c–
de‘a’ded t–at a’ Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’ a”t—st be used fo”
t–e ‘o’u‘e’t.[76] Hu‘a’-”—g–ts act—v—st a’d a”ts advo-
cate A’’ Lau a’d A‘e”—ca’ sto’e-ca”ve” Cl—’t Butto’
jo—’ed You’g a’d ’at—o’al talk-s–ow –ost Joe Mad—so’
—’ adva’c—’g t–e p”otest w–e’ t–e use of C–—’ese g”a’—te
was d—scove”ed.[77] Lau dec”—ed t–e –u‘a’ ”—g–ts ”eco”d
of t–e C–—’ese gove”’‘e’t a’d asse”ted t–at t–e g”a’—te
would be ‘—’ed by wo”ke”s fo”ced to to—l —’ u’safe a’d
u’fa—” co’d—t—o’s, u’l—ke t–at used —’ t–e Nat—o’al Wo”ld
Wa” II Me‘o”—al, fo” exa‘ple.[78] Butto’ a”gued t–at t–e
$10 ‘—ll—o’ —’ fede”al ‘o’ey t–at –as bee’ aut–o”—zed fo”
t–e K—’g p”oject ”e“u—”ed —t to be subject to a’ ope’ b—d-
d—’g p”ocess.[79]

I’ Septe‘be” 2010, t–e fou’dat—o’ gave w”—tte’ p”o‘—ses
t–at —t would use local sto’e‘aso’s to asse‘ble t–e
‘e‘o”—al. Howeve”, w–e’ co’st”uct—o’ bega’ —’ Octo-
be”, —t appea”ed t–at o’ly C–—’ese labo”e”s would be used.
A’ —’vest—gato” wo”k—’g fo” t–e Was–—’gto’ a”ea local of
t–e I’te”’at—o’al U’—o’ of B”—cklaye”s a’d All—ed C”aft-
wo”ke”s was ”epo”tedly told t–at t–e C–—’ese wo”ke”s d—d
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’ot k’ow w–at t–ey would be pa—d fo” t–e—” wo”k o’ t–e
‘e‘o”—al a’d t–at t–ey expected to be pa—d w–e’ t–ey
”etu”’ed –o‘e.[80]

Stone used

President Obama talks with President Dilma Rousseઢ of Brazil

as they tour the Martin Luther King Memorial in Washington,

D.C., June 29, 2015.

T–e ‘e‘o”—alཐs des—g’ tea‘ v—s—ted C–—’a —’ Octobe”
2006 to —’spect pote’t—al g”a’—te to be used.[81] T–e
p”ojectཐs fou’dat—o’ –as a”gued t–at o’ly C–—’a could p”o-
v—de g”a’—te of t–at –ue —’ suឹc—e’t “ua’t—ty.[82] So‘e
“uest—o’ed w–y suc– w–—te g”a’—te would be used to po”-
t”ay a black ‘a’.[83]

You’gཐs King Is Ours pet—t—o’ de‘a’ded t–at a’ Af”—ca’
A‘e”—ca’ a”t—st a’d A‘e”—ca’ g”a’—te be used fo”
t–e ’at—o’al ‘o’u‘e’t, a”gu—’g t–e —‘po”ta’ce of
suc– select—o’s as a pa”t of t–e ‘e‘o”—alཐs legacy.
T–e pet—t—o’ ”ece—ved suppo”t f”o‘ A‘e”—ca’ g”a’—te
wo”ke”s[84][85] a’d f”o‘ t–e Cal—fo”’—a State Co’fe”e’ce
of t–e NAACP.[86][87]

Style

I’ May 2008, t–e Co‘‘—ss—o’ of F—’e A”ts, o’e of t–e
age’c—es w–—c– –ad to app”ove all ele‘e’ts of t–e ‘e‘o-
”—al, ”a—sed co’ce”’s about ནt–e colossal scale a’d Soc—al
Real—st style of t–e p”oposed sculptu”eཔ, ’ot—’g t–at —t ན”e-
calls a ge’”e of pol—t—cal sculptu”e t–at –as ”ece’tly bee’
pulled dow’ —’ ot–e” cou’t”—es.པ[82] T–e Co‘‘—ss—o’ d—d,
–oweve”, app”ove t–e ិ’al des—g’ —’ Septe‘be” 2008.[70]

Depiction

New York Times a”t c”—t—c Edwa”d Rot–ste—’ was a‘o’g
t–ose w–o c”—t—c—zed t–e dep—ct—o’ of K—’g as ove”ly
ནste”’": ’ot t–e p”ope” dep—ct—o’ of a ‘a’ fa‘ous fo”
a speec– l—ke ནI Have a D”ea‘པ o” t–e Nobel Peace P”—ze:
[88]

We do’ཐt eve’ see –—s feet. He —s e‘bedded
—’ t–e ”ock l—ke so‘et–—’g ’ot yet fully bo”’,

su—ted a’d ste”’, ”—s—’g f”o‘ —ts ”oug–ly c–—s-
eled su”face. H—s face —s u’co‘p”o‘—s—’g, de-
te”‘—’ed, –—s eyes ិxed —’ t–e d—sta’ce, ’ot fa”
f”o‘ w–e”e Jeាe”so’ sta’ds ac”oss t–e wate”.
But k—tsc– –e”e st”a—’s at t–e l—‘—ts of ”ese‘-
bla’ce: Is t–—s t–e D”. K—’g of t–e ནI Have a
D”ea‘པ speec–? O” t–e w”—te” of t–e 1964 No-
bel Peace P”—ze accepta’ce speec–?

T–e way K—’g —s dep—cted w—t– –—s a”‘s c”ossed co’-
t”—buted to c”—t—c—s‘ t–at –e appea”s ste”’. [89]

O’ t–e ot–e” –a’d, K—’gཐs so’Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g III was
“uoted as be—’g pleased w—t– t–e ste”’’ess of t–e dep—c-
t—o’, say—’g t–at ནWell —f ‘y fat–e” was ’ot co’f”o’ta-
t—o’al, g—ve’ w–at –e was fac—’g at t–e t—‘e, w–at else
could –e be?"[89]

5.7.4 Paraphrase of a quote

O’e of t–e two “uotes appea”—’g o’ t–e Sto’e of Hope
a’d att”—buted to K—’g, ནI was a d”u‘ ‘ajo” fo” jus-
t—ce, peace a’d ”—g–teous’essཔ, —s a pa”ap–”ased ve”s—o’
of K—’gཐs actual wo”ds, w–—c– we”e: ནIf you wa’t to say
t–at I was a d”u‘ ‘ajo”, say t–at I was a d”u‘ ‘ajo”
fo” just—ce. Say t–at I was a d”u‘ ‘ajo” fo” peace. I
was a d”u‘ ‘ajo” fo” ”—g–teous’ess. A’d all of t–e ot–e”
s–allow t–—’gs w—ll ’ot ‘atte”.པ[44] The Washington Post's
Rac–el Ma’teuាel ’ot—ced t–e c–a’ge a’d publ—c—zed —t
—’ a’ August 25, 2011 colu‘’, a”gu—’g t–at t–e ”ev—sed
“uote ‘—s”ep”ese’ted bot– K—’g –—‘self a’d t–e ‘ea’-
—’g of t–e 1968 se”‘o’ f”o‘ w–—c– —t was take’, —’ w–—c–
K—’g —‘ag—’ed t–e so”t of eulogy –e ‘—g–t ”ece—ve.[90]

I’ a Septe‘be” 1, 2011, p—ece, a’d aga—’ o’Dece‘be” 31
of t–e sa‘e yea”, T–e Post’s ed—to”—al boa”d ag”eed w—t–
Ma’teuាel t–at t–e wo”d—’g o’ t–e ‘o’u‘e’t s–ould be
c–a’ged.[50][91] Poet a’d aut–o” Maya A’gelou, a co’-
sulta’t o’ t–e ‘e‘o”—al, also e‘p–at—cally ag”eed, tell—’g
t–e Post: ནT–e “uote ‘akes D”. Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g look
l—ke a’ a””oga’t tw—t....It ‘akes –—‘ see‘ less t–a’ t–e –u-
‘a’—ta”—a’ –e was....It ‘akes –—‘ see‘ a’ egot—st.པ S–e
also po—’ted out, ནT–e '—f' clause t–at —s left out —s sal—e’t.
Leav—’g —t out c–a’ges t–e ‘ea’—’g co‘pletely.པ[44]

T–e ‘e‘o”—alཐs pla’’e”s –ad o”—g—’ally —’te’ded to use
t–e u’”ev—sed ve”s—o’ of K—’gཐs wo”ds, but adopted t–e
pa”ap–”ased ve”s—o’ w–e’ c–a’ges to t–e ‘o’u‘e’tཐs de-
s—g’ left t–e‘ w—t–out e’oug– space o’ t–e sculptu”e.
ནWe s—’ce”ely felt pass—o’ate t–at t–e ‘a’ཐs ow’ eulogy
s–ould be exp”essed o’ t–e sto’eཔ, sa—d t–e‘e‘o”—alཐs ex-
ecut—ve a”c–—tect, Ed Jackso’, J”. ནWe sa—d t–e least we
could do was deិ’e w–o –e was based o’ –—s pe”cept—o’
of –—‘self: 'I was a d”u‘‘ajo” fo” t–—s, t–—s a’d t–—s.'"[44]

Jackso’ sa—d t–e U.S. Co‘‘—ss—o’ of F—’e A”ts a’d two
‘e‘o”—al adv—se”s –ad ’ot objected to t–e c–a’ge, a’d
t–at A’gelou –ad ’ot atte’ded ‘eet—’gs w–e”e t–e —’-
sc”—pt—o’ was d—scussed.[44]

O’ Ja’ua”y 13, 2012, U’—ted States Sec”eta”y of t–e I’-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dilma_Rousseff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Association_for_the_Advancement_of_Colored_People
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Commission_of_Fine_Arts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_realism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_realism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Rothstein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Washington_Post
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maya_Angelou
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Secretary_of_the_Interior


5.9. REFERENCES 55

te”—o” Ke’ Salaza” o”de”ed t–e “uotat—o’ co””ected.[92]

Salaza” stated t–at –e bel—eved —t was —‘po”ta’t t–at t–e
—’sc”—pt—o’ be c–a’ged a’d t–at –e put a deadl—’e o’ t–e
del—ve”y of t–e ”epo”t because ནt–—’gs o’ly –appe’ w–e’
you put a deadl—’e o’ —t.པ[92] Acco”d—’g to t–e p”ojectཐs
lead a”c–—tect, t–e co””ect—o’ of t–e “uote was ’ot a s—‘-
ple ‘atte”, as t–e cu””e’t —’sc”—pt—o’ —s c–—seled —’to t–e
ex—st—’g g”a’—te blocks.[92] As t–e e’t—”e “uotat—o’ w—ll ’ot
ិt o’ t–e ‘o’u‘e’t, t–e ”eplace‘e’t was st—ll expected
to be a pa”ap–”ase; –oweve”, p”oject oឹc—als would ’ot
co‘‘e’t o’ p”oposed co””ect—o’s u’t—l t–ey we”e p”e-
se’ted to Sec”eta”y Salaza”.[92]

I’ Dece‘be” 2012, Salaza” a’’ou’ced t–at t–e e’t—”e
“uote would be ”e‘oved, sta”t—’g —’ Feb”ua”y o” Ma”c–
2013; —t w—ll ’ot be ”eplaced.[51] To avo—d leav—’g a’ —‘-
p”ess—o’ of t–e e”ased —’sc”—pt—o’, t–e e’t—”e statue w—ll
be ”ewo”ked o’ bot– s—des, at a cost of $700,000 to
$900,000. Ha””y Jo–’so’, –ead of t–e ‘e‘o”—al fou’-
dat—o’, sa—d, ནWe –ave co‘e up w—t– a des—g’ solut—o’
t–at w—ll ’ot –a”‘ t–e —’teg”—ty of t–—s wo”k of a”t.པ[93] I’
August 2013, t–e sculpto” ”e‘oved t–e d—sputed —’sc”—p-
t—o’ f”o‘ t–e statue, a’d c”eated a ’ew ិ’—s– fo” t–e s—de
of t–e a”two”k. Sculpto” Le— Y—x—’ ca”ved g”ooves ove”
t–e fo”‘e” wo”ds to ‘atc– ex—st—’g –o”—zo’tal ནst”—at—o’པ
‘a”ks —’ t–e ‘e‘o”—al a’d deepe’ed all t–e ‘e‘o”—alཐs
g”ooves so t–at t–ey ‘atc–.[94][95][96]

5.8 See also
• Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ C—v—l R—g–ts Move‘e’t —’ popu-
la” cultu”e
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Bot, Na—dev—’c—, Tassedet–e, Hu’ga”111, Nu‘bo3-bot, M”agsdale, Ala’scottwalke”, T—de ”olls, Ro‘a’skoldu’s, S—’d—’e”o, Ta”–eelz123,
Sa‘uel Pepys, Ja”ble, Se’—o” Fellow, JEN9841, J—‘, Geaste”b, Ma”kvo, Legobot, Luckas-bot, Yobot, G”a’puា, T–e‘f”o‘space, Ptbot-
gou”ou, Ek—’e”ka’, CoolDog1001, Ec–—’a, A‘—”obot, Ka–’ Soup–a’ous—’p–o’e, CENSEI, Nall—‘bot, Ree’e‘, Ay”to’ P”ost, Alexk—’,
M—’o”P”op–et, FeydHuxtable, Rap—dិ”e s“uad, B—l—ty, Ma”ិ”e, Cuba Se”a L—b”e, A’o‘—eBOT, Mo”a–‘a’7v’, Rub—’bot, Vo—d2258,
Dway’e, Ge’t—l H—bou, Bob—sbob2, K—’gp—’13, Just‘e89, Sou”cec–ecke”419, TPa”—s, Guា2‘uc–, Wa’de”—’g Cou”—e”, C—tat—o’ bot,
Kasaala’, W—ll—a‘sbu”gla’d, GB fa’, Da’Mu”p–y, A”t–u”Bot, R—c–a”d JayMo””—s, Quebec99, 22sta”, F”eeRa’geF”og, X“bot, Jaya”at–—’a,
Mattjta’’e”, Nas–16, I Feel T—”ed, D–”uv–e‘‘ady, St.’e”ol, C—”cusposte”s, Sta”s4c–a’ge, Davs–ul, E”’est Pe—”—s, Jjo–’sto’90, To‘wsul-
ce”, S”—c–32977, O”oc–—‘a”u01, U’—tedP”ess, Al‘abot, A”‘T–eI’sa’e, Novo’—u‘, My’a‘e—’c, G”ouc–oBot, Nayv—k, F”osted14, Gov-
e”’o”Moss, Stud—edge’—us, Ma”k Sc–—e”becke”, Ca””—te, H.JOY., Alasda—”Ed—ts, G–alyBot, Moxy, Macg”oove”, S–adowja‘s, Lea”’e”001,
Ho”’y‘a’atee, AZ8196, Cekl—829, G”ee’ Ca”da‘o‘, Tkt”u, F—”e’elso’36, F”eeK’owledgeC”eato”, J”zyboy, Hype”bo”ee”, F”escoBot, So-
p–—st—catedcat, K—e”zek, Tobby72, Up—’ews, Ol—t–”ow, P–ysteac–e”, Jpo—sso’15, Pa’.av——, D'o–Bot, A1‘ax‘ad, Dec—‘ato”1, C—tat—o’ bot
1, Dodge ”a‘ble”, Ak—’a”—42, Ntse, Alexa’de”alt‘a’, Cook—ebea”344, Je”e‘jay24, S’—cklef”—tze, Neg”osR’otPeople, I d”ea‘ of –o”ses,
M—guelda’e”d, Waឺe’ag23, Mada poo, Ede’ T–—’ke”, Jo’esey95, T—’to’5, Ca’—stabbats, To‘cat7, Fat&Happy, B—gdok, La”s Was–—’g-
to’, S’ooke”, Moto”—ze”, Gla’y222, Plast—cspo”k, Jau–—e’—j, S—e’—c~e’w—k—, Kg”ad, FoxBot, I’dex‘e, TobeBot, Joke”Xt”e‘e, T”app—st t–e
‘o’k, Dc–est’yk–, Kste—’–oា, Rave’pe”c–, G”egKaye, L—lyK—tty, Ao—d–, Va”—etyPe”so’, D—a’’aa, R—d—culus ‘us, ЛϬ Лϵϰ, Sop–—a2009,
Su’s–—’e—sles2, Lo”d of t–e Vulca’s, Rjw—l‘s—Bot, R—sk34, MS–abazz, R—pc–—p Bot, Csta’fo”d.‘at–, B–awa’— Gauta‘, Bossa’ove’, Noo‘-
‘os, Ja‘es B”—a’ Ell—s, Steve03M—lls, Sb”—a’–—cks, A‘y–olla’dfa’, C–”—stop– B”au’, E‘ausBot, Wook—ee123, Jo–’ of Read—’g, W—k—ta’-
v—”Bot, G–ostof’e‘o, M—–e”’a’, T—‘ot–yjc–a‘be”s, Co’u’g, Fellyto’e, Fa””agutful, Ju’—pe”jol—’e1, Re’a‘edUse”01302013, Bull Ma”-
ket, Avpolk, Ho––o56oy, J—‘M—c–ael, N—sse’bau‘, Alyssa–assa’, La‘b99, S–ea”o’—’k, Sepgu—l–e”‘e, Kk‘010, Zé”oBot, Jo–’ Cl—’e, Il-
leg—t—‘ate Ba””—ste”, Moo”glade, L—“u—d‘etal”ob, S–abb—””aju, Neu’-x, T–e‘ag—c’—pple4, T–e Nut, M—das02, McYel, H3llBot, Zloyvols–eb,
Spo”kBot, W—k—g’o‘e0530, Ukguysp”—ggs, Su—te1408, Dagko, Rostz, Jkb24, Peace —s co’tag—ous, Da’te8, Palos—”kka, Judy–ol—day, N—ck-
Wolave”, SBake”43, C–u—spasto’Bot, Ray’eVa’Du’e‘, Rusted AutoPa”ts, Qpz‘g–fj, Ebe–’, Spec—al Cases, WoodyAlle’Guy, Ma”kg17,
W—ll Beback Auto, ClueBot NG, Napoleo’X, U’te”gugge’, Kako”ot, L—ttleJe””y, Sleddog116, Goose f”—e’d, B”ett2829, Call—dusUl—xes,
Fto’e”882, S’otbot, Dee11jo–’, RajaNeela1993, M”. D. E. Mop–o’, Coppe”S“ua”e, Joet–eMoe25, Delaywaves, G”oupuscule, No”t– At-
la’t—c—st Uso’—a’, BobbyR—ppe”, Helpful P—x—e Bot, N—le‘12, Popco”’duា, El dude”—’o, B”eawycke” publ—c, Newyo”k1501, DCBotT”—ck,
Cal—du‘, T–eK—’gLegacy, Wb‘1058, Ra‘aksoud2000, ABellaMo””—so’, BG19bot, Neptu’eཐs T”—de’t, K”e’a—”, TG—l‘ou”, Kalte’‘eye”,
G”a–a‘11, Jweave”28, Mus—kA’—‘al, Ke’dall-K1, I’fo”‘a’t16, B—za””eLoveT”—a’gle, Ma”cocapelle, I”aC–este”ិeld, A’gusWOOF, R—ga-
‘a”olek—ds, Docte”1, T–e Lovable Wolf, JL.C—’e‘aStud—es, Catpe”so’12, KoolKoo”—, Buាgo”—lla, Pol‘a’dc, Cyg’atu”e, West1132,
RGlouceste”, T–eCe’t”—stF—asco, E”—cE’fe”‘e”o, NoW—k—FeedbackLoops, BattyBot, G”ouc–es101, Pe’d”ago’5, Just—’c–e’g12345-bot,
Ascou”ge21, Rosal—’a523, Md576, Cybe”bot II, N—ck.‘o’, K–aza”2, Eb7473, Esszet, NWOT”ut–e”, Logog”ap–—ct–—’gs, Stu‘—’k, Ta–c,
H”—d—t– Sudev Na‘b—a”, Dexbot, B”'e” Rabb—t, Reve”e’d M—ck ‘a’34, Pa‘a73, C–a”les Ess—e, Ko‘alo008, Kele’’a, VIAFbot, Bu—lt—ge”,
Rott7, Zz—cca”d—, C–”—st—’axx, Rotl—’k, C–oo” ‘o’ste”, G‘po””, Me, Myself, a’d I a”e He”e, Ouzotec–, Ep—cge’—us, Co‘pute”Geek3000,
B”eakfastJ”, Pestca‘el44, Da’—el.v—lla”7, Jodos‘a, Sa‘uel Peoples, Jess‘u””ay’yc, Dust—’ V. S., Jo–a’’a Russ, L—’de’–u”st L—be”ty,
Be’Ste—’69, C”u’kus, A”‘b”ustBot, T–e’—all‘c1, Mo’kt”a’e1, Co‘‘o’s s—b—, DDea”99, KyleLa’das, Jb423, Jacedc, Jwco”pe’—’g,
Ja”edz—‘‘e”‘a’ (WMF), Ma’d”uss, Jeាe”so’assba’g02, S–ea”ីye”, .I’ិ’—teH—veM—’d., Kbabej, SNUGGUMS, Ke”’osky, Ju‘pl—ke23,
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A”ago”’69, Spa’—s–C–apte”s, Sta‘pt”ade”, GPRa‘—”ez5, Ma”c–octobe”, Lau”e’t–—a’, Su’’ya343, Redleaាall—’g, W–o‘yl, Mo’kbot, A”-
c–—tect2014, T”ackteu”, T–—’ke”soc—al2014, K—’foll1993, Goweeg—e2, T–e‘ag—cpebble, Sold—e”Boy77, N’s‘2, O‘—o Asad, Izkala, Roa”-
—’gFla‘e”41, To’—o”ocks240, Dyla’Scott089, LucasSalusky, G”a‘‘a”—a’3.14159265359, Goppyិs–, Kaspa”Bot, MB298, Dav—dIva”,
S”ed’uas Le’o”oc, S—lve”Su”ិ’gSe”pe’t, CatKa—se”, P–—los—4, Haxxo”s—d, Ba”ba”a (WVS), Pokeuse”212121, Subze”oc–—ll98, S‘coble’tz,
B—llcla”kok, Kev—’‘u’—z115, BlackA‘e”—ca’, G”a’v—lle A’de”so’ a’d A’o’y‘ous: 2030

• Sermons and speeches of Martin Luther King, Jr. Source: –ttps://e’.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/Se”‘o’s_a’d_speec–es_of_Ma”t—’_Lut–e”_
K—’g%2C_J”.?old—d=715014460 Contributors: Be’de”235, DeP—ep, Koavf, G”ou’d Ze”o, MacMog, To‘ Mo””—s, C–”—s t–e spelle”, Da”t–
Pa’da, M—tc–u‘c–, D—cklyo’, Davydog, Cydebot, LeoHeska, Faye’at—c lo’do’, Mag—olad—t—s, Ma”kb”ata’ov, Mal—k S–abazz, P–—l—p T”ue-
‘a’, T”ut–a’ado, E’kyo2, Happysa—lo”, Ra’dy K”y’, ClueBot, Plast—kspo”k, Pa”kwells, Redt–o”eau, XL—’kBot, Alex—us08, Good Olfac-
to”y, M”Oll—e, Yobot, Ea”t–—a’guy, Mate”—alsc—e’t—st, D–”uv–e‘‘ady, Texas141, Agape2009, F”escoBot, Kw—k—, Ebgu’dy, Supe” Goku V,
Plast—cspo”k, V—cto” V—cto”—a, Weedw–acke”128, O’el5969, Duck’o—”, Justal—ttle–elp, Ge’esayss—tdow’, Hodgdo’ཐs sec”et ga”de’, ClueBot
NG, Makos–a”kes“, Tablespeed, W—d”, T–et”ut–6‘‘, G”oupuscule, Helpful P—x—e Bot, Wb‘1058, ABellaMo””—so’, BG19bot, Labe”k—ste,
A‘k43, Jaco’aF”e”e, T—ta’—u‘ Zo‘b—e, So‘e Gadget Geek, LadyLed3, Kota T–o‘as A. W–a”to’ a’d A’o’y‘ous: 51

• Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. Source: –ttps://e’.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/Assass—’at—o’_of_Ma”t—’_Lut–e”_K—’g%2C_J”.
?old—d=716543893 Contributors: T–e A’o‘e, W—ll—a‘ Ave”y, Ewe’, Skys‘—t–, A’d”ew‘a’327, Tpb”adbu”y, DocWatso’42, M—ke R,
R. ិe’d, MylesCallu‘, Mk—lly, Ul‘a’o”, Ca’te”bu”y Ta—l, M—ke Rosoft, D—scosp—’ste”, B—s–o’e’, Be’de”235, ESkog, Neko-c–a’, Re-
‘e‘be”, Jpgo”do’, Bobo192, Stes‘o, C S, Ala’so–’, A”t–e’a, Dac–a’’—e’, To‘‘yBoy, Mysdaao, De’’—ss, Velella, Ma”k K. Je’se’,
Pol098, Zzyzx11, Toussa—’t, BD2412, Jcle‘e’s, Dwa—paya’c, E’zo A“ua”—us, Rjw—l‘s—, T—‘!, Koavf, Jwe—ss11, Gu—’’ess2702, Sc–u‘—’-
Web, Jo–’ ge”ag–ty, Epuk—’sk, S”leឺe”, Cloudo, A’t—use”, Awbeal, TexasA’d”o—d, RussBot, W—ta’, F”—day, Nawl—’W—k—, Badag’a’—,
N—ck, Jo–’o95, Moe Eps—lo’, Zzuuzz, Jos–3580, F”actalc–ez, Stax”—’gold, S‘u”fy, Kat—e–5584, Sិlle”, Sa”da’ap–alus, A13ea’, S‘ackBot,
C.F”ed, Edga”181, G—ll—a‘, H‘a—’s, Sk—zz—k, C–”—s t–e spelle”, Sb–a””—s, Geo”ge Ho, Yaf, F”ap, Jo’Ha”de”, Alda”o’, Go–st, B—gtu”tle, Va-
le’c—a’o, M—tc–u‘c–, DoxTxob, M” Deat–, Mouse N—g–ts–—”t, Ou”a—, Sc—e’t—zzle, M—ke1901, Gobo’obo, Mg—ga’teus1, Scetoaux, I”o’Ga”-
goyle, Cas–t–—sc–eck, A. Pa””ot, D—cklyo’, Wagge”s, Fluppy, Peecee1978, M–29255, M”guyguy226, Dav—dOaks, J M—lbu”’, A‘e”—cas”oof,
Makee‘l—g–te”, S–elfSkewed, Locat—o’, Tex, Cydebot, Reywas92, Belle”op–o’5685, J—a’gWe—23, Du‘bBOT, PKT, Qwy”x—a’, Ma”ek69,
Jo–’254, E”—ck”o–, Seap–oto, E‘e”aldc—tyse”e’d—p—ty, Qu—teU’usual, B”eា’— W–ela’, No”t– S–o”e‘a’, JA’Dbot, Postca”d Cat–y, Nt–ep,
F—”etc–e, Bubs—”, Aw—e’, Ac”ote”—o’, W—ld–a”tl—v—e, Mag—olad—t—s, Bo’gwa””—o”, VoABot II, Fallo’ Tu”’e”, Ro’stew, JNW, Ja‘esBWat-
so’, Us—e’6, I’e”t—at—c076, Kev—’‘o’, Do‘—’go Po”tales, KCo’W—k—, Cg—’gold, Tvoz, Ke—t– D, R'’'B, Alex—usHo”at—us, J.dela’oy, D”Kay,
Rek”utacja, JoDo’Ho, S’acks tasty, Ia’.t–o‘so’, Rufous-c”ow’ed Spa””ow, Gu”c–z—lla, JayJaspe”, Alexb102072, NewE’gla’dYa’kee,
Kyl—eTast—c, Wa”lo”dwolf, Ja 62, S‘t–o‘as23, Hugo999, V”a’ak, Mal—k S–abazz, ABF, Jeា G., Jo–’Blackbu”’e, Vas—l—evVV, Sjo’es23,
Fe”gusM1970, Ho”se‘e’4l—fe, P–—l—p T”ue‘a’, Os–wa–, R—cosuaveu’o, Te”e’ce7, Oxfo”dwa’g, Cla”—’ce63, B”u’to’, LeaveSleaves, Bea”-
—a’, D—”kbb, G”sz11, T–e Dev—lཐs Advocate, Deco’st”uct–—s, C–—llyw—llycd, Alessg”—‘al, AT—’ySl—ve”, I’v‘og, Daw’ Ba”d, Gatope—c–,
Y—’ta’, Ke—la’a, Su’’y910910, Be’togoa, Happysa—lo”, Flye”22 Rebo”’, JSpu’g, Na’op–ys, Stat—cGull, Ha‘—lto’da’—el, M”. St”ad—va”—us,
Hotcop2, H1’kles, Ra’dy K”y’, I‘ageRe‘ovalBot, ClueBot, B—’kste”’et, T–e T–—’g T–at S–ould Not Be, Rjd0060, JM—sc”ea’t, Ga—a Oc-
tav—a Ag”—ppa, Pa”kwells, P—led–—g–e”a’ddeepe”, Exc—”—al, Alexbot, Jusdafax, Mo’ob—, A”jayay, CowboySpa”ta’, Newyo”kga‘e9, PCHS-
NJROTC, Be”ea’ Hu’te”, Du‘Z—BoT, Ed—to”oft–ew—k—, Auto469680, Va’—s–ed use” k3”‘wkd‘’4tj’a3d, L—ttle Mou’ta—’ 5, Avo—ded,
Noct—bus, Volta—”ea’, T–atguyី—’t, Va’—s–edUse” ew”fgdg3df3, Addbot, Jafeluv, F”eak‘—g–ty, Joj–utto’, Paullba””y, N—ck.lucc–es—,
Boo‘u”, Mww113, Moose–adley, Leszek Jańczuk, Dow’load, Gla’e23, Deb”esse”, Favo’—a’, West.a’d”ew.g, Baf–oops89, Luvg”—’dco”e,
Quad”—v—alM—’d, Yobot, Dodge”blue777, Do’t–edev, Got–—c2, Buckw—k—PDa535, Ree’e‘, A’da’te, A’o‘—eBOT, A’——s–72, K—ll—o’dude,
J—‘1138, AdjustS–—ft, K—’gp—’13, Aaag‘’”, Cs—gab—, Mate”—alsc—e’t—st, C—tat—o’ bot, Mau”—tsBot, D–”uv–e‘‘ady, T”ut–1913, Nas’e‘a,
Tad L—’col’, J‘u’do, Ab—ga—lAbe”’at–y, Abce2, IloveJG247, S–—”—k, Mat–o’—us, Tabled–ote, T–e–elpfulbot, Capta—’-’00dle, F”escoBot,
Tobby72, Up—’ews, HJ M—tc–ell, Pjc1961, P—’et–—cket, I d”ea‘ of –o”ses, Rus–bugled13, Ppt1973, Se”ols, Jcc, Deadw—’g2112, Full-date
u’l—’k—’g bot, W—’g‘a’555, T”app—st t–e ‘o’k, Je”c–el, V”e’ato”, SeoMac, Sea–o”se”ule”, Alexa’d”e Ro’gell—o’, DARTH SIDIOUS 2,
Plato’ov.kost—a, Rjw—l‘s—Bot, MS–abazz, Age’t S‘—t– (T–e Mat”—x), U’de”sco”e545, DASHBot, E‘ausBot, G–ostof’e‘o, I‘‘u’—ze,
Gfoley4, Aj”addatz, ScottyBe”g, Faceless E’e‘y, RA0808, Weste”’ P—’es, To‘‘y2010, W—k—pell—, Dc—”ov—c, K6ka, Solo‘o’f”o‘ិ’-
la’d, Zé”oBot, Jo–’ Cl—’e, Fæ, Josve05a, Co’sc—ouslee, H3llBot, Do–’ joe, Tolly4bolly, Rcsp”—’te”123, Jay-Sebastos, F”a’kFla’aga’,
L Ke’s—’gto’, K”a’—x, Zebee”44, SBake”43, Zិs–118, Ta”ga”ye’, Mjb‘”bot, Z–u Wu’e’g, Pet”b, Ad O”—e’te‘, ClueBot NG, Mel-
bou”’eSta”, Joef”o‘”a’db, Ope’I’foFo”All, O.Koslowsk—, 149AFK, W—d”, Joet–eMoe25, G”oupuscule, Sy“’10, Helpful P—x—e Bot, St”—ke
Eagle, Ra‘aksoud2000, Lowe”case s—g‘abot, K”e’a—”, Sta”s–—p.pa—’t, Js—’k, Mus—kA’—‘al, Da’653, Ma”k A”ste’, Joydeep, Myt–page88,
W—k—–101, Zujua, Lulcats123, E”—cE’fe”‘e”o, Jakeba””—’gto’, NoW—k—FeedbackLoops, BattyBot, P”atyya G–os–, Cybe”bot II, T–e Il-
lus—ve Ma’, C–”—sGualt—e”—, GoS–ow, DavG”eg, Egey‘—, PEEEPZ, A.ze–”a.k, FoCuSa’dLeA”N, Cwobeel, Webcl—e’t101, Ma”t—’—llo,
Nu‘be”‘a’—ac, Lug—a2453, F”osty, G”ap–—u‘, L—ttle g”ee’ ”osetta, T–e A’o’y‘ouse, Ek—ps39, Fa—za’, B—e’‘a’c–ot, Ep—cge’—us, B”eak-
fastJ”, Melo’kelo’, No’se’sefe””et, Ada‘tb24, Te’t—’ato”, T–oset—ts, Dway’e G”es–a‘, Loga’d12345, Dwsco‘et, Dust—’ V. S., Rev-
olut—o’1221, Udg–—uye”—tgwv7t, Geckcgt, NottNott, M—’e” 49e” 0615, Joel.sbate‘a’, TCMe‘o—”e, Epa100, Jaco’aF”e”e, Poppajo–’’y,
Redleaាall—’g, Mo’kbot, Cleve” Use”’a‘e 1225, M—’ec”aft cut—e, L—bbypowe”, V—e“ue, Bet–Naug–t, G’o”‘a’ G’o‘e, Heavy K’—fe,
Te””yAlex, Zekla’d—a, Eteet–a’, Fly—’gRubbe”, K”—sty.”oo2009, L—la–av—’ge”, Luketo‘y12, L—ls—cko1219, Nat–a’0701, P–—l—pdublyu,
Ga‘e‘aste”12345, A–opefully–elpfuled—to”, C–eesyg”—ឹ’1234, L—a‘–1313, E“u—vocas‘a’’us, De’’—scab”a‘s, 4y–5eb5–3x, O’lyI’Y-
ou”M—’d, L‘—ya—2004, CAPTAIN RAJU, Ve”sus001, Typosau”us, HeadlessHo‘oc—de, Set–os82, I’ce’d—a”y Ico’oclas‘, Boo‘e” V—al,
Jayc‘as—’g12, W”eckatek, Ukk123, C–”—sp—pk—’s a’d A’o’y‘ous: 804

• Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Source: –ttps://e’.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/Ma”t—’_Lut–e”_K—’g%2C_J”._Day?old—d=716550578 Contribu-
tors: BF, Mav, Ed Poo”, S—‘o’P, Zoe, Jo–’Owe’s, Hos–—e, Axl”ose’, T”egowet–, A–oe”ste‘e—e”, Sta’ S–ebs, J'”ax—s, Docu, K—’gtu”tle,
TEG24601, Mo”ve’, Raul654, Owe’, G”o‘lak–, Robbot, Dale A”’ett, Mo’c”—ef, Goet–ea’, Sve”d”up, G—do’b, Ale”o’235, SoLa’do,
HaeB, Hc–e’ey, Mattីasc–e’, N”oose, B”—a’ Ke’d—g, B—’adot, Cu”ps, Sdិs–e”, João Neves, Ez–—k—, Saaga, Bobblew—k, Ne—lc, SoW–y,
Pga’002, A’dycjp, Stewu’—t, Sa”ekOfVulca’, Mastad, Ma”ga’a, P—ot”us, Kalda”—, V—’a, A’yt–—’gyouwa’t, Neut”al—ty, Ukexpat, Calwatc–,
M—ke Rosoft, D6, F”eakof’u”tu”e, D—scosp—’ste”, R—c– Fa”‘b”oug–, Cfa—lde, B—s–o’e’, Sa–as”a–la, Xezbet–, Be’de”235, ESkog, A”a’el,
M”. B—ll—o’, Hu’tste”, S–a’es, Re‘e‘be”, Bobo192, Dystopos, S‘allj—‘, V—”—d—tas, Mau””ee’, Alp–eus, Vyst”—x Nexot–, Rock–oppe”10”,
B Touc–, Colo’el Cow, B—llyTF”—ed, Sa‘Ko”’, Nsaa, Me”ope, Zac–l—pto’, Ala’so–’, Ga”y, PaulHa’so’, Jeា–os, AzaTot–, Jaw959, Ru’x-
ct”y, RoboAct—o’~e’w—k—, Ave’ue, S’owolf, Fou”t–o”ds, To’y S—daway, Ra—’bowOfL—g–t, Dz–—‘, Bsadowsk—1, Zoot‘, Nessalc, Mel Et—t—s,
Woo–ook—tty, RHawo”t–, Robe”t K S, Gea”le0521, Da–31, TotoBagg—’s, Zzyzx11, Dea’sfa, Tee‘u Le—st—, Alle’3, Ma’da”ax, Mag—ste”
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